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The torm Socialist Realism, so conditionel have -

we Breome by Sovict exsmples of it, instantly
eonjures up Lhat most dismal of modemn peta
versions—art deforened by, and made to scrve
the simas of, 2 political dogoma; the hers of the
labiour front, the hero of the collective farm
functicruing not us a heman Goiogr, noa setting
of other buman heings. bur like = IRt on
mtrings, banal, didactic, and Whelly smplavusible,

The present collecrion of stories, sketoher and

Poemy of Hungavian life between 1930 and 1956,

by some of that countey’s forsmiost writers, -

though clearly socialist in gpieit, and often
graphically realistic in style, certainly doesn't
add up o the drery old party Tine, Indesd, if
“any single thread can be said 10 lnk thern all, it

is idealistn—s pure, in many cases Lyzial, comi=-

Iitment o jdeals of justice, truth, aad heaury,

But this is no mere cosemble of gipsy vialin,
There is o sweet and easy sentimentality, no
superficisl appes] to nowealgin or TomaRlTam,
Each picec in its own way, whatever the subject
matter, is deeply felt snd convered with 8 conl-
cnendsble absence of frills, The stories ranges

widely, The majority deal with the Tives of the .

neasants of the villages an the sweeping, steppe-
ke plairs of the Hungerian Puvazta—a peopls
who [ur ctuturies were Yirtde mors than merfs,
poverty stricken and indentured, generation afier
Zeteration, to the prest fendal landlords, The

eurly shetches, such sz 'To Ear One's Fifl®,

delineate this world with & hleal: anstelity, 4
starkness that does more than any amouat of
arthodox communist propagands to make its
point, The luter stories, writtcn after 1943, show
3 radically alicred countryside; the Russian
armics from the Fast had swept ovep it, hud dope
their looling and raping, bur had ulseo broken
bp the wast estates and piven the lund 1o the
. peasacnts. * Springr of 43 *, for instance, tells of
the astonishment and confusion—as well as the
deap, Tean, secrct fwinges of envy—-of the micn
of onc’ willage faced with the task of dividing
one such estate among thomselyes: wha shall
have this desizable strip by the canali—why am

T allotied thiz stony picce with the trec toot i
the middlz?-=how typical al chet fat, cormupt.

rogue to o draw the most fortle aore!
‘But stony or fertile, the pessanes' autonarmy

was o be bricf. Dorced collevtivization soon
followed, with the state replacing the feudal

aTiitooracy gy the uorelenting landlocd. Tn © The

Test* we meet the men of one collective, not

revolutionary herees but ordinary mortals, har-

vesting @ field of grain: as they move in epplks’

through the whear, scythes swinging, the relation-
shipy of the reapers, ane to another, iy gradually
-revealed—ijealonsy, homour, compassion, , hate,

the sease of brotherhood ws well as [rustration,

#lt aze weurcly observed and have v place i the

S mesaie. The story, like all' the athers in the
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bonk, has 03 moral o preach, no ddenlnnr o
proclalim,  bevond  whar e implicit in  the

chaticization; honie ity APl 1o reuders on
hotly sides of the Irom Curtain,

Hence, also, the Fact that most of the atithars
here suflered 10 3 greater or lesser extent urder
the Rakosi repime, Ammeng the best konown of
these writers i« Tihar Drerie, who spenl vears in
prison, was freml dn 1060, bl bas only recently
Been allowad o publish agwing, Twu of hLis
stories, *Odyssens ' aod * A Mess of Potatoes 7,
toveal the Lalent ther has fmade him a lagbing

figore i Furoepeun Ltctature. Throogh * Oudya- -
gt U mets olimpee of 8 communist sCicty,

und the ordinary people who ur merely cops
in e, that has o profound rinys ul trath dbont fE.
Indeed, it was Dery’s inability o Lie, to dig=

semble a5 Lhe parry dictated it writers o dog

thut was the heresy that landed him o zaol, In
the words of Perer Fucrks, one of the yOURZEr
prets included in the boolk; .
Muked euoagh all the stroecs I'd rather iy
-t nover dress up o g st al lies,
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