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Dear 3ir:

We believe that you will be interested 4o know that we have just published
AFRICAY FCMICILE AND SUICITE, an unusual work in the neglected field of compara-
tive eriminology, edited by Panl Bohennpan, Dr. Eohannan, predently Assaociate
Prolessor of Anthropology, Northwestern University, is a former Bhodes Scholar
Wi has carried out extensive field research Iin British Afvica.

For this ploneering study, the contributors {all of whem have lived in one
or more of the meven tribes examined) have studied the offlcial local records for
each umnatural death. After presenting the pertinent facts, they relate thege
acte of viclence to the tribal rustoms and beliets. Illuelrative cagses are glven
in detail, demonsatrating the Iwmportance of the re ationghip belween killer smd
victim, the »ole aituaiion of the suieide and how the strains ir relaticnships
in marital, family, and community structures can lesd to friction and end in
death.

With the data for the entire sample presented at the end of the book, these
materials provide a riech documentation for the examination of etralns ir gociald
relationships In different eocletles.

While making use of psychological, demographic, and legal approaches to the
atudy of homieide and suicide, Dr. Bohannan points out their theoretical in-
adequaciea. He tests this new empirical dats against Durkheldm's tlecreticsl
analysis of suicide and shows why the anthropologist cannot use it ss = working
tool in comparative erininology., He aleo provides a brief review af the
theoretical points made n the 1lterature con homicide and auieide =rd, in the
concluding chapter, aneslyzes the changes in thege pointe made necessary by this
new African material.

In additiom, to the introduetion, reporl on lwo of the tribes, erd concluding
summary presented by Dr. Bohannan, contribulicns on weparate tribes ere made by
L. A, Fallers acd M. C. Fallers, Jean La Fontaine, F. H. M. Beattie, G. M. Wileom,
and A. W. Soputhall.

The cost of AFRICAN HOMICITE AND SUICIDE is $6.00. If you would like a [adimy '8
please fill in and return the enclosed reply-paid card. We will be glad to send
your book immediately.

Sincerely yours,

Sretex 5. Boiley .

Herbert 3. Balley, Jr.
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Denr Reader:

All who are concerned with primitlve or evolving cultures wlll find books aof
outgtanding values degcribed in tha encloged Tfolder.

FPeoples portrayed range from tho Modoe Indians of California and the Papagos
of Arizona to the Eskimo villageys of Polnt Hope, Alaska., Subjects include
the blending of mixed races in the Caribbessan, evolving patterns in Malava,

anclent temple rites in Bali, and the until-now changeless culture of Tibet.

Sorlal considerations are uppermosl;

A Cuatemalan highlands villape holding fast to its
own ways Tor 400 years after the traumatic impact of
the 8Spanish conguest.

Family and commmity relastionships among the Nunivak
Ialanders in the Hering Straite.

Helf help 1n a Pearuvian willsge.

A comparison of soclal structures in nine American
Indian tribes depicted through the words sach uses
to describe its own soclety.

Ancicnmt culturss of North and South Amerieca are shown rapidly disappearing with
the wostecrnization of indigenous peoples, Some accounts are based on interviews
with the last survivere of the 21d days. In other cages the accent is upon new—
1y emcrging sccieties as smaller groups coalesce—ags in the West Indics and Asian
countries,

The oldest anthropological arganization in existence and one of the
pldest scientific scocieties in any fleld, the American Ethnological
Society was founded in 1842 by the noted anthropologist Albert

Gallatin, whoe was alse Secrelary of the Treasury of the United States.
The Articles ol Incorporatlon provide that the Society ghall be devoted
to "the study of man in all hls varletles and under all his aspects

and relations." Today thls ls expressed as furthering the understanding
of the eultures of the world.

American Bthnolopiecal Scciety authors inelude both distinguisghed anthropologlstis
who have helped to define and set patterns for the study of this mew =ocial sclence,
and talented younger hen and women in the field.

The University of Weshington Press has been publisher for the Bociety since 1956,
We commend these books to your attention.

Sine
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