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 Youth cennot alweys be defined by age. If we talk of the "young in age
we may think of ehildren, of sdolescents, of young mean and women, but we do
not necessarily mean that they possess that elusive guslity whieh is youth.
To judge by age means $0 zo by physical eriteris, by certain biologiecul faects,
. To spesk ef "youth™ on the other hand is to aspeak of things spiritusl and in-
telleetual. TYouth is 8 category of the mind and not, as many people seem to
belisve, 8 category of the body. There are untold numbers of "young people®
who are anything but youthful. Their minds ere dull and doeile, they accept
readily everything the older generstion tells them, they sre not living thﬁtr
own lives but the lives of those older peopls with whom they happen to be
thrown together. They are as old as the grendmother who brings them up. On
the other hand there are todsy great numbers of people between the sges of 30
and 35 who in thought snd action show all the restlessness, all the zesl and
enthusissm, even all the lsck of balance which is commonly attridbuted to youth.
The age-stendard does not only fail to define "youth”, its applieation
can be definitely unjust and hammful, If age is the only stenderd, if youth
depends on biologleoal facts, it is evident that youth is nothing but a pre-
liminsry step towards meturity. Youth is but undeveloped manhood. If we ac-
cept thet attitude we are not far from demsnding that youth should be modelled
efter our own image, thaet they slwuld be drilled in our own idees, that they
should be educated to mﬁhh as fer as pe;uhla their elders, sinece before
long they will be "just like uBS.* There is no meed to point out how much
nizery has been ersated in the world by thet approsch %o youth, how it has led
young people to revolt sgainst their own parents, how it hes broken up family
life, how it hes caused young pecple to cormit suieide or to lead & double
1ife, how it has *driven them underground.”
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Thus, the sooner we sbandon the attempt of defining youth by pure eon-
slderation of age the better. There is snother way which is morve likely %o
lead %o a clear understanding of the problem. It lies as elresdy indiested in
. St renlis of spiritual end intelleetusl life. There we rind differences which
define the limite between the "young” and the "old” as far ns sueh limits ex-
ist 8t all. It is by sunalysing these differvnces that we shall arrive not only
at an idea of what we mean by youth, butalwottmma:mwmmm-
preoscupations of mmt-day youth.

Youth in “yo and “old" mﬁ»&

The &m.mou between the generetions are either quaatitative or quali-
tative, differences in degree or in substance. In the United States of imerice
the difference is clearly a difference in degres. Youth is not in opposition
to the older Mﬁm, but on the contrary overemphssizes, exmggerstes the
qualities 1% finds in 1%s slders. The older genevation hes erested a Seckni-
cal eivilisation in which speed and efficiency are the guiding prineiples.

The young went even more efficiency, even greater speed. Anyons who hes ever
been invited by an American college student %o ride in his car will appreciate
that point. sgain the older generetion hes invented ite "Hotary Clubs®, the
"Kiwenis", the "Elks", thll "Knights of Columbus™ and all the other organisa-
tions which create good fellowship and cultivate citizemship, The younger
generation is %o be found in the scout movement or im the Y.M.C.As and Y.¥.
C.As and similar orgeanisations whieh try to implant the sane qu in the
young, possibly in a purer zfon and eertainly in & more mmin wvay. And
where 1s the newspeper boy who does not dresm of beconing some day President
of the Tnited states or even s second Mr, Hookefeller? Thers are of course
dissident groups, but the large ma jority of american youth aspires to follow
in the footsteps of its elders. This is not surprising. The pioneer days of
americs are not far behind, its history has been & history of eonquest snd ade
venture in the best sense of the word. méxm. ‘eonquest, adventure are
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dreams of the young. Because they have remained also the vision of the old
there is no real difference between the generations. Because the young find
their heroes in the old generation and becmuse the old find the continustion
end fulfilment of their vision in the youung there has been no youth movement
in the Buropean semse in the United States. With "Americe's Coming of Age"
this situstion will probsbly chenge, but of this enon.

Great Britain is at the other end of the scsle. It is commonly celled
en "old" country, which meens if snything thet it has e well-balanced society,

where everyone knows his place and opportunities and is on the whole setisfied
with them, & country which owing %o & century-long, unbroken tradition and
develoment has sequired a “savoir faire" which makes it equal to sny emer-
gency. This at least is the belief of the aversge knglishman, though the
post-war erisis has somewhat shaken this belief, at least emonget the younger
people. Neverthelees it is true to sey that in inglend, just as in ameriecs,
there is @s yet no real opposition between the young end the old. The ideal
of the “"gentleman" remains unsheken, hardly anyone doubts the wisdom of par-
lismentary methods, ss was shown recently by the complete failure of Mosley's
"fascist party”, end general belief has it that with the end of the present
sconomie erisis there will be & return of prosperity for sll classes. The
only difference again seems to be & difference in degree - the greater vigour
with which the young inglishman gives himself up %o sport or the grester en-
thusdasm which he shows in canvessing for his perty on election day. If ameri-
ea has no youth movenent becsuse all appear egually young, one is tempted %o
say that Great Britein has no distinet youth movement because all are equelly
old. Yet, the dissident groups are probebly larger then they are in imerice
because Great Britain hes suffered more from the War then the United States,
becuuse elements have antered Hnglish life which do thresten %o destroy its
age-old tredition. There are already tendencies amongst young people which

not only in degree but alsc in substance differ from the ideas of the clder
generation,
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Lesving aside for the noment these new distinotions of reseunt years, which
will be dealt with lster on, 1t can be said in & genersl wey thet in élstinetly
"m" or "old" countries like the United States or Grest Britsin - bosh Seken
only s examples - which cen look back upon & contimuous development not vitelly
amwmwmmmmmnwummwmamm
tween the young and the old. If any line is %o be drawn, and keeping in mind the
reservations which were made at the beginniag, it mey be drawn for the purpose of
this study somewhere between the ages of 20-23 for the working classes snd between
24 and 26 for the academicslly treined, who on the whole see less of life than the
young workers, and who have %o shoulder their family snd other responsidilities
at a later age.

Turaing to countyies like Gexmany, Itely or Mussis we find s totelly differ-
ent situation. Here are real differences in substence of thought and outlook
between the young and the old gensrations. Ditference iz hardly the word ~ there
is real oppesition, there is & fight on. Youth is in a revolutionary state end
its thought and sctions omn enly be understood ia terms of revolution.

m«mwmmmmmmmt.mmmmua
repression snd uafreedonm. Its protagonists wers the young generation of s
powerfully aspiring pecple, full of sn energy of life thet wes s$ill fresh end
vigorous. This young generstion wes held under by sn enormous pressure of so-
m,wmmmzm.mammmnanmmufmn,m
which had xnma.rnmmtmummmmmmmum,m
mroumtutmwMqtmmuwumnmbmwmmu.
Sueh standerds, whether we dub them conventions, prejudices or morel laws, are
inevitedle, snd menifest themselves in all the social groups of every land. But
mmummmmrmawmtmwm.ummuuu
mtting causes before personalisiss. “s Keyserling seys, the tendency of the
mummmmmmmmmwmﬁm

have %o carry them out. mm««x’wcwmtimmu; never yet have
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I read one whiech did not irritate my inmost soul. This is because the logleal
contents and consequences sre felt to be of grester importance than the living
,mummvmw From this German trait i% umywnmtmmﬂ
before the War, favoured by e long peried of mum.i mmm end strength-
ened by the political system of the day, the reguleting and stendardising of life
wes so extended and hardensd into set forms thet in Germeny morve than anywhere else
personality had no room to grow. Youth seemed bound to be broken om the wheel of
these fized forms which home sad sehool, state sad Church represented. There lies
one of the essentisl ressons why it was in Gemmany of all the countries of the earth
thet the Revolution of youth grew to such mighty proportions.

The resction of youth was at the outset natve and simple. At firet - in the
middle of the nineties - a hendful and then an evergrowing orowd of young people,
mostly from the secondary schools, fled from the striet routine of deily life
into the woods snd on to the moors, to live their own lives free from comstraint,
On long excursions, round the cemp-fires snd in the tent these "Wendervogel” dis-
covered Hature. But they dlscovered alsc a new relation te each other, they
found themselves in a new tm;, not detemmined or regulated from without,
which was for that very reason & tyue fellowship., The "Wandervtgel™ stood on
his own feet, and therefore in opposition to most of the falsified foms of life
into which the older generation sourht to foree him. sincerity, as truth to
oneself, end personal responsibility becsme the foundation-etones of the new life.
"his period of the Youth Movement, of nafve, direct humsn fellowship, culminated
in the first big youth congress on the mountain of “Hohen Meissner® in 1918; it
may elso be said to have ended there. It wes & period in which the opposition
of youth to traditionslist age was felt &as a living experience, but the whole
range of problems involved in thet opposition wes not yet grasped.

Then csme the war, The "Wendervegel™ fomed & majority of the volunteers -
8 strong sense of romance snd the love rpr their homeland whiech hed been deep-
ened by their wanderings - summed them to the flag. Thousands upon thousands of

them never returned. But it was nmot only its finest leeders that the Youth







