


Considerazioni suil’Ungheria 1056

i Tloma Duesynaika

Cingac anml sone pechl por seppelire una mvolusione. N
sone bastatl menc o cingue per seppellire FORebre paghe-
rese. i
Nel cornpar delle guersa fredla fra 1 due blocehi del ne-
sito lempos la verh ha pochs probabilid di sepraveivere,
Qhmalsiasi specie di vinio non puad serivere Lo propria stecda s &
wr compisn che speiia alle potmze vinciiricl Le componinti
della rivoluzione sono porcid offusste, corrose dal solvente
Pl potente che sosin mei conwcivio nel corse della storiac
ana co'ncidensa casuale fra interessi ¢ panti di vista del due
blocell i luita.

L'Occiderte & 'Orienee dai loro rispenivi puazi di vasia
hanne serive version! che coincidous in mode impressonante.
[n breve, 'Ungheria sarchbe icsorty contro i socialismo io-
slaarato dal Partite Comunista, T Sowierici Phunoo delinia
cofitrorivoluzione, Gl umerdeani, lihorazione.

Ma IUngheria aen insoess conten il snclalisme, Gli operal
della capitale furono writi, v ens sclopere i darata tai oo
neosciute el poassato, iy lifesa delle cooperative contro il di-
spotizno del'a berocraz’s staliniata del Partito, T concading ne
1943 ayevann ideatificate il socelismo e la disicihusione
comipleta delle terre. Questo per Joto era il significatn di so-
cialisme e di riveluziowe, Gl slora amesdzani per suscilacs
una centrorivelizions Tullirono i mode clameroso, Lo lorn
speranze di traslormore Ly Transdanubia in una Vaodea Tn-
pherese con il congorse 0 pleenls distaccomenti di gendarme
ungherest congiontt a fascisti addestrati nel campt della Stiria
o della Baviera, nanfragaronn miserumente, I contadinn shar

Mesain sipnnmatto fuscd legalmenic a poupesrare una pertics
deile antiche proprietd, nessuna parroschia rizequisty un solo
IPCEEAIC AL alla [_1rupﬁ¢_'1ﬁ della Chiesa. 1 contadini manten-
nere il possesse della loro temra. Fasiorifornirone di siveel gl
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lu pazione, Sconfittn da una forza superiore, L Rivoluzione
sitenne und vittoriy morale, Lo stalinismo non ha vineo. I
torrore colne metodo di governo & gessato, % una nuowa for-
ca creativa nelln Jetterarra e nel'arte, una crescente libertd
di discassione, un progresso nellindipendenza degli studi ac-
cademic.

Uy canpagna di staropa martellante, eondotla senza so-
ste per wn anno da it gl crgani Ji gowerno contro Fin-
Auenza degli scrittori pepulis, # stata sospesa perché dimo-
strarasi complelamente priva di efficacia. Oggl gl serittori po-
pulisti, guidai da Gyula Illyds, sono tornati alla testa della
cultury del dorn popolo,

Quesa pid wmpia lase por ung nnascira della nagions di
cui ess costtuiscono b passaggio obbligato, € tutiora a stooto
ricnnosciuty Jal governo unghercse come una necessita di po-
litica generale,



MEan g jatz},nsit

A FOOTHOTE TO HUNGARY, 1956

Five yeare sre {ew enough to bury a revolution. ¥Yet it took
less than that to bury the ngarisn October.

In the field of high tension between the power blocka of our
time historieal truth has poor chances of survival. The vanguiehed
aryhew cannot write their own history: thet performsnce is Tfor the
winning puwers.'The motive forces of the riging are now lost to
sights processed awsy by the most powerful sclvent known in nistory:
en accidental sinilarity of the intereats snd viewpoints of numbweng:
contending power blocks.

The veraions which Esst and West, respectively, had written
to order meke strikingly similar reading. In brief, the country
had rigen againet socialiam, which was established there by the
Comruni st Party. The Russians called it Counter-reveolution. The gmew
Ameriecans, Liberation.

Sungary never rose ageinst sscialism. The industrisl workers
of the capital united in & strike of unprecedented durstion to
defend their seeimlized factories ugainst the rule of Stalinist
party bureaucracy. The peasants identified sccialism with the
complete distribution of the land, in HBRE 1945, That, to them,
was the ppaning of soeizlism and of the revolution. The American
attempts to trigger a cou ter-revolution signally failed, Their
nope, that small detachments of Fungarian gendames and Arroweross-
faﬁéiuta, trained in Stiyrian and Favarian camps, could turn Trans-

- Canubia into & Hungarian Vendée, were ghattered, The peasants



barred auy lsndlord, siritusl or témpnral. Wot a sgquire is on recoxd
to have recovered & scusre foot of his former lands, not a perisih o
have regained & slngle lot of Church property. The peasants held on
te their land. They nanmimdrfimenk cated fooed to the wstrikiang worwers
and rebel intellectusls. And they kept the peace, HZven after all
these years of forced grain deliveries and of forced colle ctivize-
tion, the Communists were the lesser evil in thelir ayes: they had

'
put an end to the 1000 ;i:;;n sevitude, This was the supreme dis-
appointment to the numerous middle eclass elements, counter-revolu-
tionary at heari, who for a decade had pinned their hopes on a
peasant rising, with some American suppori for good measure.

The couniry rose sgainst the Stslinist policies of the
communi st Party. The pewer of the explesion was given by the faet,
that twe vitel fmommap forces gnﬁnmnﬁngﬁﬁ governing the paassions
of the nation fuwed at the critical moment. One was a reform-movenment
within the Communist Party, drawing on the humanist element in
Harxi am, Tﬁe other, a re-emergence ol Populism, which already
am muoch as = cusrber century mgem before had becn the poor peas-
ant's guide in aetion. From the platiorm of the ret8fi circle these
twin forees of soeislism carried the nation.

The events of late OJctober volled oif on an open scene.
and yet, bn the eyes of the werld they would be turned inte a
-nﬂuntﬁr-rﬂvnluticn against socimlism.

“his interpretation was rigidly maintained end brosdeast both

by the United Sates and the Seviet Union. It gtill holds the field.



This eould never have been succesaful by merely misinter-
sreting the events of the day. The fact nelped, that two important
chapters of the enltural history of Hungary had gone unheaded, never
reaching the world at large. Neither the humanist opposition
within the Commmuniat ranks, ner the pervasive ferment of Popul-
igm among the tillers of the soil had feumd thelr interpreters
sbroad.

Revulsion against Staliﬁism snd all that the country and the
building of socialism had suffered from its ceponomie policiea moved
the Party to the core. The curreat heavy-indastrial kias had
reached disaetrous dimensions. The leadership had been mimicking
soviet ways, though Eﬁnngary-wasﬂ manifestly unsuited to invesiing
neavily into the levelopment of coal and iroen extraetion, A home-
grown autocracy ls bad enough: a fureign-based one is incompre-
nensible, end must agpear to the population as altogether lacking

ot
n sense end coherenee, in its tortuews effects on everyday 1life.

[

Wone were more eruelly hit by the inherent perils of Stalin-
iem ‘han the Communists. The trial =nd execution of Liszld, Rajk
was in all details & repliem of the framing of the 014 Bolsheviks.
In its secuel, humdreds of dedicated Humgarian Communists -- fight«
ers in the Resiatancé, fighters in Spain -- venished in.the prisons
brunied as counter-revolutbenaries. The charges were gemerally
believed even by closest friends, ﬁg wives and brothers.

sfter the revelations of the Twentieth Congress, Communists
took the bamidm lead in the fight fnr_%fg reform af public life.

i
A pure falth hac been shamefully and sbused, The party-



refomers were groping to regain toweh with thelr numbed people, miweg
+heir nation, to re-iedicate themselwes to ftrath as the gupreme need
in builiing & new society, The cradle of this new awareness was the
Petffi cirele. Originally an offshoot of tlge Communist youth organe
ization, it brosdened into & hbme for the intelleetuals of NMungary -
writers, economists, poeets, histarians, social scientists, philc-
sophers, Here the two factors of the revolution met. As events
proved, each wielded mams support.

Populism, to recall its origins, antedated the rise of the
Commriat movement. After # faorcaful pmém litersry and scciel
impact in the laﬁe Thirtiss it receded or rather, zeve way tom
the groundswell of Communism in the yéara following on 1345,

I1ts Lirst beglnnings were marked:ﬁy thie sppearance of the
wyillage explorers® [1936-40), a mavement in rural sceclology,
initiated by the peaFant phet Gyula IlLyés.-Prnaecutioua by Hoxrthy's
courts of law Eézi;;:;. Ay the 15th uf'ﬂarﬂh, 1337, the setiing up mf
of the ¥sreh Front Look place, & grouping of poor peasante aad
Fopulist writers, to be followed, in Jume, 1339, by the launching,
at Wakod, of the Fational Peasant Farty.

Heasnwhile the Popaliet writers, all of them of peasant
stncEjhad rigen to natioensl fame az the country's foremost liter-
ary men.

In the retrospect the part which fell to them in modern
Tungarian history is sharply delineated, Their work and word
called the submerged masses of Hungary to lite again, after

centuries of sub-human existenee. By revealing the stratifieation



of paaaantﬂaneiety in the shadow sf the big landed eatates, whiah
ﬁccounted.ﬁif the extreme d;atitutinn of the lpndilesgs peagantsg, their
garvile status and unepeakable cenditions of iifﬂ. they laid tﬁa
groundwork for & political movement that was to bring the *thres
million beggars" of Yungary onto the historical scene.

In the disecussiona of the EetSfi SCircle the intérpenetration
uf party reform and.Papuliam was not merely ideoliogicsel. Many of
the younger Communist intellectuals who were its leading spirits had
originslly come from the Populist ranks, out ef Fﬂgplﬁ‘B Colleges; a
grasu=roots movement whieh sprang up after 1945, inspired by the
resistanee-heroes of the G?ﬁrfif College and ipm the founders cf

Feme yealks J

Populism, Th m}ei_w'!' Meip_i_: ed Communist Joetri ne ﬁﬂ&&:ﬂ.—.ﬁtﬂ:ﬁﬂ
Fatiy they stood wiﬁh the fervour of the convert by their new
affiliation. In 1958 the originsl inspiratics of their thought and
method were to come to the surface again. Re-converted to their
initial world of thought, they joined with weteran Commuriste and
with the Populist writers in the fight ageinst Stalinism,

2 The future of sogialism in Tungary may well gié in thia
Hyﬁygesiu. tnd who knows, whether on the Continents where rapid
transformation appears alrssdy on the move, a siniler accretion of

Yo Revilidien
atr&ngthﬂm&y not be stirring, eventually to solve anxious guestiona @

in the development of goeiplism,

Theae were the forees acting in the Cetober rising of 1956, mmd

and this the manrer in which the revolt was sparked, All this hed



&

- ; N x j i % t .. £
to be % to ereste the groteaque myth of a Dungarian

sounter-revolution., Bul American ani Soviet propaganda on this
prﬁnt happened to co-inei de..Tt sulted Anglo-pmerican propaganda
to put all the rﬁspﬂnaihility on the Soviets for their fatseful
infer?eutiun on the ¥ourth of Yovember. Yet not the domestie, but
the internstional situsation ereated the paﬁic whion -ca.u.ae%i 'tne

Ooviets to ﬂ-ﬁﬁ'uyt the alagan of a counter-revolutisn in '1ungar,y'.

rq,.i:-: ﬁfe,fﬁ'
Actually, the m-mi-m Jar'ii arﬂse from t.heA,ritlan mnva [+ 3#1

l.":, 'i'lﬂ..r_ ;—q
..Juaz, which mﬁﬂg—w Polish ” ""ngaria.n events
i‘hvfmfgﬁeﬂf
B o ml;l-.tarf cutflanking of the Hoviel poaitiﬁnﬁ ih..
: Em“‘:”“h E"u'rap.-t ochol T .ﬁ)'-!ﬂ-r Eﬂ-lf_-r '

The mass exodus that iollowed was in truth ‘the surge of 4is-
aopointed hopes :ln'a r:—mctlunarj,r peasant rising. Cmall business
people and professionals, the remnonts of the midile clagses,
anEnge peneyn mebenerpeetsseanty now that no Vendée came to the

14
i

regeus,- turned their back on the home country. the pesasants

had failed them, there wae zliwsys the hope of Liberation through
gtomie war., Such was the bulk of the new emigraticon, which avidly
read the press craateu and kept for them by open and rudm—zn
American sources, The pelitical personalities whc;h fled Jungary

were now one and all in the employ of the United Ctates. Gone with
the wind was the va%& of those who once led the nation's {ight for.
ctmn her own rights. The ardent Communist re-
formers might never have =ss much as existed, Populism was altogether
ignored, The cherished symbol of the Tungarien writers® revolt,

the very title of their renouned literary weaponm 10w appsarsc on

a London periodieal of emigr3 writers, supervised by organs of tae



hmericﬁn.ﬁtatﬂ Department, which & shall number of refugee Jour-
nalists, tragic vietims of the Rékosi era, blindly saw themselves
impelled to perve, Indeed, it is doubtful, whether in the history
of Halitiﬂal amizrations there ever was one u; comparable mugnituda
that n.-_'l!ur pro"uceﬁ & journalistic organ of ekt uwrb m&iiund&r-

to formulate an independent poliey for its homeland

It is vain te look for the revolution in the emigreé camp.
Tone of its impulses are pregent there, except in the thought
of & solitary few,

The revolution did not emigrate. It stayed at home, The
leading men, thinkers and writers of the Eqngérian rising stayed
on &3 one man to ride out the atorm. In this, as in ite origine,
the Fungarian October wrote a preuéﬁant in history.

They faced up to death, prigon and isolation, Their oreative
thought end unvanqguished spirit sustained the nation. Defeated by
superior forece,; the reveolution attained a moral victory. Stalinism
dpes not hold sway. Terror g a meaqs.uf government has ceased
There 18 a new creativity in literature and the srie, & growing
freedom of diseussion, independent scholarly achievement,

A yvear-long assiduous press campaign, condueted &t high pomn
nwregsure by 21l government organs sgainast the influenee of the
Populist writers, ended by being called off as wholly ipeffectual.

To-day the Topulist writers, headed by Oyula Illyds, are back in the



eultural lead of their people.

That broajer base for the nation's re-emergence to whieh they
Sdeemn- N0l the kay 1s belng "Blesdmesuoelsmes reluctantly recognized

by the Tungarian régime as a requirement of goverrmenk.
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