


Considerazioni suil’Ungheria 1056

i Tloma Duesynaika

Cingac anml sone pechl por seppelire una mvolusione. N
sone bastatl menc o cingue per seppellire FORebre paghe-
rese. i
Nel cornpar delle guersa fredla fra 1 due blocehi del ne-
sito lempos la verh ha pochs probabilid di sepraveivere,
Qhmalsiasi specie di vinio non puad serivere Lo propria stecda s &
wr compisn che speiia alle potmze vinciiricl Le componinti
della rivoluzione sono porcid offusste, corrose dal solvente
Pl potente che sosin mei conwcivio nel corse della storiac
ana co'ncidensa casuale fra interessi ¢ panti di vista del due
blocell i luita.

L'Occiderte & 'Orienee dai loro rispenivi puazi di vasia
hanne serive version! che coincidous in mode impressonante.
[n breve, 'Ungheria sarchbe icsorty contro i socialismo io-
slaarato dal Partite Comunista, T Sowierici Phunoo delinia
cofitrorivoluzione, Gl umerdeani, lihorazione.

Ma IUngheria aen insoess conten il snclalisme, Gli operal
della capitale furono writi, v ens sclopere i darata tai oo
neosciute el poassato, iy lifesa delle cooperative contro il di-
spotizno del'a berocraz’s staliniata del Partito, T concading ne
1943 ayevann ideatificate il socelismo e la disicihusione
comipleta delle terre. Questo per Joto era il significatn di so-
cialisme e di riveluziowe, Gl slora amesdzani per suscilacs
una centrorivelizions Tullirono i mode clameroso, Lo lorn
speranze di traslormore Ly Transdanubia in una Vaodea Tn-
pherese con il congorse 0 pleenls distaccomenti di gendarme
ungherest congiontt a fascisti addestrati nel campt della Stiria
o della Baviera, nanfragaronn miserumente, I contadinn shar

Mesain sipnnmatto fuscd legalmenic a poupesrare una pertics
deile antiche proprietd, nessuna parroschia rizequisty un solo
IPCEEAIC AL alla [_1rupﬁ¢_'1ﬁ della Chiesa. 1 contadini manten-
nere il possesse della loro temra. Fasiorifornirone di siveel gl
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lu pazione, Sconfittn da una forza superiore, L Rivoluzione
sitenne und vittoriy morale, Lo stalinismo non ha vineo. I
torrore colne metodo di governo & gessato, % una nuowa for-
ca creativa nelln Jetterarra e nel'arte, una crescente libertd
di discassione, un progresso nellindipendenza degli studi ac-
cademic.

Uy canpagna di staropa martellante, eondotla senza so-
ste per wn anno da it gl crgani Ji gowerno contro Fin-
Auenza degli scrittori pepulis, # stata sospesa perché dimo-
strarasi complelamente priva di efficacia. Oggl gl serittori po-
pulisti, guidai da Gyula Illyds, sono tornati alla testa della
cultury del dorn popolo,

Quesa pid wmpia lase por ung nnascira della nagions di
cui ess costtuiscono b passaggio obbligato, € tutiora a stooto
ricnnosciuty Jal governo unghercse come una necessita di po-
litica generale,



MEan g jatz},nsit

A FOOTHOTE TO HUNGARY, 1956

Five yeare sre {ew enough to bury a revolution. ¥Yet it took
less than that to bury the ngarisn October.

In the field of high tension between the power blocka of our
time historieal truth has poor chances of survival. The vanguiehed
aryhew cannot write their own history: thet performsnce is Tfor the
winning puwers.'The motive forces of the riging are now lost to
sights processed awsy by the most powerful sclvent known in nistory:
en accidental sinilarity of the intereats snd viewpoints of numbweng:
contending power blocks.

The veraions which Esst and West, respectively, had written
to order meke strikingly similar reading. In brief, the country
had rigen againet socialiam, which was established there by the
Comruni st Party. The Russians called it Counter-reveolution. The gmew
Ameriecans, Liberation.

Sungary never rose ageinst sscialism. The industrisl workers
of the capital united in & strike of unprecedented durstion to
defend their seeimlized factories ugainst the rule of Stalinist
party bureaucracy. The peasants identified sccialism with the
complete distribution of the land, in HBRE 1945, That, to them,
was the ppaning of soeizlism and of the revolution. The American
attempts to trigger a cou ter-revolution signally failed, Their
nope, that small detachments of Fungarian gendames and Arroweross-
faﬁéiuta, trained in Stiyrian and Favarian camps, could turn Trans-

- Canubia into & Hungarian Vendée, were ghattered, The peasants



barred auy lsndlord, siritusl or témpnral. Wot a sgquire is on recoxd
to have recovered & scusre foot of his former lands, not a perisih o
have regained & slngle lot of Church property. The peasants held on
te their land. They nanmimdrfimenk cated fooed to the wstrikiang worwers
and rebel intellectusls. And they kept the peace, HZven after all
these years of forced grain deliveries and of forced colle ctivize-
tion, the Communists were the lesser evil in thelir ayes: they had

'
put an end to the 1000 ;i:;;n sevitude, This was the supreme dis-
appointment to the numerous middle eclass elements, counter-revolu-
tionary at heari, who for a decade had pinned their hopes on a
peasant rising, with some American suppori for good measure.

The couniry rose sgainst the Stslinist policies of the
communi st Party. The pewer of the explesion was given by the faet,
that twe vitel fmommap forces gnﬁnmnﬁngﬁﬁ governing the paassions
of the nation fuwed at the critical moment. One was a reform-movenment
within the Communist Party, drawing on the humanist element in
Harxi am, Tﬁe other, a re-emergence ol Populism, which already
am muoch as = cusrber century mgem before had becn the poor peas-
ant's guide in aetion. From the platiorm of the ret8fi circle these
twin forees of soeislism carried the nation.

The events of late OJctober volled oif on an open scene.
and yet, bn the eyes of the werld they would be turned inte a
-nﬂuntﬁr-rﬂvnluticn against socimlism.

“his interpretation was rigidly maintained end brosdeast both

by the United Sates and the Seviet Union. It gtill holds the field.



This eould never have been succesaful by merely misinter-
sreting the events of the day. The fact nelped, that two important
chapters of the enltural history of Hungary had gone unheaded, never
reaching the world at large. Neither the humanist opposition
within the Commmuniat ranks, ner the pervasive ferment of Popul-
igm among the tillers of the soil had feumd thelr interpreters
sbroad.

Revulsion against Staliﬁism snd all that the country and the
building of socialism had suffered from its ceponomie policiea moved
the Party to the core. The curreat heavy-indastrial kias had
reached disaetrous dimensions. The leadership had been mimicking
soviet ways, though Eﬁnngary-wasﬂ manifestly unsuited to invesiing
neavily into the levelopment of coal and iroen extraetion, A home-
grown autocracy ls bad enough: a fureign-based one is incompre-
nensible, end must agpear to the population as altogether lacking

ot
n sense end coherenee, in its tortuews effects on everyday 1life.

[

Wone were more eruelly hit by the inherent perils of Stalin-
iem ‘han the Communists. The trial =nd execution of Liszld, Rajk
was in all details & repliem of the framing of the 014 Bolsheviks.
In its secuel, humdreds of dedicated Humgarian Communists -- fight«
ers in the Resiatancé, fighters in Spain -- venished in.the prisons
brunied as counter-revolutbenaries. The charges were gemerally
believed even by closest friends, ﬁg wives and brothers.

sfter the revelations of the Twentieth Congress, Communists
took the bamidm lead in the fight fnr_%fg reform af public life.

i
A pure falth hac been shamefully and sbused, The party-
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