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TEE WilIC OF M4REISM o : ;
Mahasd Polanyi

Thke zuccazs of Marmiem in the Twenticth Qontury wag dus 1o a someidoerable sxtant
_te the Tomvinoing powdr ol 1ta toaeking, Yot nen-Marxist writers say thet the ayatem
in iliegica end thet no political preogramve oAn be derived from the Maraisn prodistion
of the inewitnble dostructicn of Copdtelise at the handa of <ke proletariat. For it is
semigless to axliat fighssra for obattls which is said (9 be alregdy decided; whilas
17 She hattle is net et decided, you cannct predist ite dissue, Tads is shoul how
Hr. dyer hia meoently put the matter, 1

I fhink wi mazd accept this critiediso, ZFut we cennot possibly let the catter reat
thare, It is & fuct that the sllaged wisztoric inovitebiiity of Coorundem s¥ercisca a
powerful oppoal for Coomumiom, [ thia appeal is dus to & logical wiztake, scme
coRplilaive tendency mist he aperridrg in Javour of thet mistake. A feliaey that is wo
eoiverselly comvircing et have o cowrcive Iegie of ids own, It iz uselsas to show
merely why it ought not to convimeg; wo must Siacoves why it dosa,

When yow think of it in theee terme you roalisce that the propegapdistis powsyr of
scigntific prediction ig btot onc among many aieflse odditiss in the aracury of Mareism,
Ii2 thaory demiza suthepticity to moral motives in poelitienl 1870 and yot ite political
sppeal is Zepsionatoly worel, What is more, this salf-cmmfredicticn szems to_supply
tho moin ivpelaz of the oovemert sa gonceived by Mary himscil, Jsuish Burlie?  hes
shewn us ¥bryw in the act of exersiaing his propagandiatic genins by meang o thia self-
vonbredictory principie. "The manuseripts of the nanerous panl Testod, prafessions of
£aith and programmes of ection Lo which he appsndad hie neme {writee Mr, Borlin, etill:
Loz tha atroces of the pen and the FieTee marginal comsnts, with vkfsm he acught 4o
cbliterate ail reforences to etornel Justice, tha equelity of man, the rights of
individvals or satlens, the likerty of coneciznge, the fight for civilisation, =nd
athor such phreses which wers the sfock in frade . . . of Lhe derocratic moveoenis of
his time; he icoked upon thoso a2 so zuch Werthless cant, indicating omfusicn of
thought and ineffectivensce in zotion.”  Ard well we kmow that 1t ta Aot in splbs of
this cmbenps Tor juabioc, cguelity and liburty, tut becsuse of it that Margiem is
cenepbad 2z the Sruz champion of these same idesls = Againet tha wvary mations open'y
mrefeasing thew, Haoneh Arcpdt obsarvad riehtly $9at Y3clshevik assuranocs ineids and
cutzide Puamin that thoy de not rooocgniss ordiemzv wersl stacdards, have become a°
Toalnatay of foowmmist propaganda L. JE i

I could langtien indefinitely the sorize of such poredoxcs, babt iwe mere mot
Fuffice. The Sovicts pride themsolves on osunomic Achievemerta, while they mutklasaly
digremard shae mosda of their peopie. The preatige of their eoonomle sysbow Lheiwves oo
lzposing eacrifinea, The aceond meeador is ewesn more pussling, Tae Scviste ars
Acslained by awinsnh Westsrn writars and peinisrs whose very works ara eosndennsd end
gupprazzad in Auegin, - SApd Cocelnw Milooz hoo anewn that $hia zppeal of the Sovizta 1a
in fact larscly <due to their proclaised disgust with modern art ard Ifitora=urs anl to
their determinaticn to make ali culiural pursuils swbscrviont to the atats, He
Tocords from ads own cxperdones in Polesd thet theme sentiments and polciss foom part
Gf the temptution offersd hy Marzism to the iotcllsetuns, #

Y, ENOOUHTER, Wol. 5. Nood., po32, 1955, A yeor dpefors that, Mr, Flemecatz hed summed
up biz mmalyeiz gpigrammatically in Germen Merzisom and Auseisn Comuoizm, |
(Loverans, Groor & O3, Londor, (954 as fallowsz " _ . . whetever the Tolation
of zodenoes mnd socialism es perta of the 1i7e of ome man, whet he ¢an never ba im
a acixntifie soeindfat. Not even AF his spisnna gredicts what his accislism
aspproves,  'Deientific Socislisa® i3 & logical ab=ardiiy, & myih, 4 roevelutione Ty
slogan, The happy inspir':'ltic:r: of twa paralista whoe wantad bt be umiilee =1l
maraliets pafors thom,™ :
In a reeent book, The Illueior of an Egoch, Cohen & West, Lapdem, 395%, §,190.
Erolzzaor H. B, Arton bas me-ewxacined the whele guesticn oncc mors in ercat deted?
only fo comelwle thot "The Marxisl cor derive rmerel precepii [roo hi=s g2ocisd
gcience only to the axtent thet they already form, bocansg of She veeabnlary wasd,
& acnaeelss 2ml unackrodlofsed part of iLh

2. Izaiah Derlin, Karl ¥arx, Owford Toivereity Fresa, 1939, p.10.

3. Hanmsh jArendt, The Burden of Gur Time, Lowadon, 1951, 00501,

4, Omesisw Mileag, La Grapde Tentaficn, poblished by The Jongroess fos Culinrsl
Froedom, Poefs, 1952, The avgament is chlumped in Crealsw Miloss,  The Cactive
Xind, London, 1953,
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4 chaln of mick kighly sunccesaful Incoreistencies recalls the atate of physios
bet'ore the discovery of quantum mechenies. Jewld it eoncesl hors agsin the presance
of 2 potemt common preinciyple? I Lliok it dozs,  Akd 1t ever sesta t0 bear a
resemtlaces ta quantum mechenics — so fsr ae [nllacy cen resezble trutf. The
principle In gquostion iz "Dismat? - that i9 electigs] Matordsllmm — the professod
faith of Mpmism, whics ita Western critics are too much inclined to oozl az
obvimz nopscnss, Liks quantum mechenies, Dfsmat faees fuyo disparate principlea into
cno.  Tws prinziples which in chis cuse are nothing Iesz than the twe domilruant mastal
pasaions of oor sge — ooe moral, thoe othor iatellegiual - hath cqually =mprecedented
in lstury and equslly ixrestibla ta us toésr.

“rne firet of thess passiazs is our medamm prliticel dynsmiam, Thas ia, tas
convricticn that aseiety can inprove ilual? iodsfizitely oy political mzens and that 1t
st sirive wnesosively Lo do =o, This dieomism, whose early tomdanive atirringss cen
ke lraced bsack tu ihe Enlightensent, firs: want in<e actiow o a rarrow fomt in the
irarican and Freseh vivclationa, But pressnbtly it widened into the prowl populer
aovements of vhe 193k cgnfury which ever since have noessantly barsssed tac axisting
ascial crder by pressing “or its progvessive roforo or its comprobansive subwersdian,
Teday those asgiratimma have sprosd over the glods, foral demands of anlimdsed GEapa
ere wade mn 2ccioty by peoplss whe unsil vesterday bad 1ived in imemorisl scceptance
of exploivation and mguslor. Thic dymamiom iz the ovesmastoriag moral pession of our
time,

The demipant intelloctie] paseicn o our age 18 seisnoe, I mean the ideq) of &
completely abjuelive yisw of all things. ikeluding men himaeli; 8 criticsl #anatisiem
which zternly refages a1l homar aepirvations Lo torgdible ferma.  "This aloos I know with
cortainty (we resd), naoely Shat man's value [udgmenss are guided abaclutely by taedir
doaire for happinees, sod sre therefnre worely sa aliemps to dolstar up toslr $11usions
by argmmente."  This iz oot Marx spoakings but Freud; —  and 1b condd just as well he
Eplveting, or Plvarev or Peusrbtach. For it ia ths redice]l utilitorienism of pur age,
the fruit af cur scientific chjectiviem, that apesica hers,

I have =aid that Ddamat smelgemates thees two donlnans idesls of our age, It
fuzez Tham together Uy on oparation which hee appesled to Sie humew mind fron the wery
darrn of Ahousdet,  Lewy Bt} hee eelled it 'participaticn', Te pedmisive thought no
nzw horn chiid is Just ninmel? - thare is always = desd suocstor participating in him;
a lion tearing e villagsr ta plecus anbodiss the man's anes ows neighbour; plagues snd
fatalitice ara always endowed with the gvil intesntione of comoonc weo seant thsm, By
the sise proeuss of Fuafen philosophers assune that omo thing exiszz in enother, in
whica cese the formoy io suid to be immanent im th: letter, We shall sec that Merx
amalgamated moral dysscizm with redics] ubiliterisnism by sssoming thet materisl
interaats sre immsrert 39 4 oorel aspirations of tho buarzeaiziz while marality ig
immarsnt in She masorial intersats of fhe weoletariat, Tiis iz what ¥ayw's trens—

Tormation of Secialiso trom & Thople inle g Science smomrts to, Wa zhall gs=e that this
trunaforma<ion entsila tas whole seriez of intornal comsradicticma of whlch I have Elven
examnizs, and alec Lomds ther their curiois cobvihoing pover.

Tw Tecogaise this you must imagine 2% you ame £illsd from the atart — ss Marx
wan = wWith a passion for Bocialism and & horror of Gapizal’sm, Lodking in this light
en the fdeals of 1herly, justice, brethechood, yos will otoorve, for esarpls, that
the Cods Napolecr, baszed on thess principles, wag supresnely effective in destroring
the Zendsl ordsr avd in opendng <he woy for the bourgecieds with its aysoten of private
enterprise throuhout Baropz: and vou wWill oote thas 3t hos meneited the guerdian of
the caitalint oxlar ewes sinco. Diurgeods ideals will appasm® tharefore =2 8 mere
superstrueir: of epitalisn, both in 9% nppociticn to n foudgliem whese Tule it has
subvertec acd 6 bhe prolsterizh, wiose anslsvemont it trius to perpetuata,  BruTceois
intersztz will spwar to b immeoest in bourgroid morel idasla, Thia iz the firat
Ind of immananoe; which I shell oall the fissmtive branch of Dismat.

0f courss, hasppcols profesmions of Iiberty, juatioo, humandty, ofol cmld be
dencuncad as dishizat oo fhe very groweds of these ddoels, as linersl meTormers heve
g0 ofton dere. Bo <his would jettizor tho prestige of = agimtific anslyei= in
farmar of an argumnl whickh' a seientifie outlask deprecstss as futile emoticmalism,
Zolentific =ocislis: mazt therefure rigorcaaly c¥pungs cuch warbisge from ite atetementa -
and this iz wket MAn fisrcely insisted upoo.

T B, Freud, Des Tnlahasen in dor Bulbur, 1930, waction VIIL.
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Look now on tho other band af Socialist reralutionssy geticn, You ars filled with
o pusziorate desire o soe the workurs cwertirow Capltalizm mnd emtaclish ¢ reslm of
liberty, Jaatica asd brotherhoed. Pt Foa 2annet demord this in tha neme of likurty,
guotice and brethesioocd, since this would be "futils srtiorallaw.”  Bo you muat mako
Sooialicm from Utords ints s Scicnco.  You @o so by effimming thet the sapsropriatian
of the muons of produstion By fthe proletardst will releazg a new flow of weelth now
entramcelled by Capitnliom, This affi-mation satisfiel the moral aspiretions of
Socialiem and iz aceested thsrefore s & scientific truth by those filled with iheae
waplrations. Morel pesuions e therabyr cazt in the form o A soiantific affireation,
which derives from then izs covvincing powor, Thim is the sovone xind of ioftenamoc
the pisitive Lranck of Diamat, It protzois moral zertimenbs br 2 seiantifio dlesuice
againat being deprocsbed an mero cwosicmalisw, end EFiviea them a tansible cortont and
4 zengl ol meientific cortainby.

Tou can now sw= that boch branghes cpesnto by demring 10 morelity any intringie
force of ita own and yul appeal by +his wery fact to miral pasaions. In the flrst case
we atw presentod with on analysia of bourzeois -deels in torms of immaneat  bourgesis
intzreats, and ainco the hidden wetiveticn of this ahaly=iz is 4 condemation of
capitaliam, the aralysis turns into @n unoeslciag of bourgeoi=s bypocrisy.  Sdnce the
atalyeie of moral profeseions in terme of materisd Intereeze applivs quite gonerully,
il might be Srought to Qiseredit Alse bhe mora) motives af <his wmgslking, Bat theas
motives sre safz sgwinat thiz Cor they =imain Jeelered, Al indeed, sotine through
the wom=sling of bonreoods ideolcgles, thay arecse - without cvor pronmancing any eoral
Judgment; — powerful noral passicns,  This propagandictic offzet is achievd precisely
by srunciating the wmasking in purely scicrsific texms, which s1e Lhies safe ageinet
being suspecTad ol mogalising - TITRose,

ji1 facs

Thieue aciontific claimy mre, nf c.-’J'U_raejac-_‘.uy‘.ud coly Ducaune they antiafy certedn
gerdl pasgioes, and &0 they depund For thodr accepianca of their own propagandistie
impliceticnz, We heve hore & self ooatirmatory rovarberasicn betwesn tho thaozyr of
bourgecis ideclogics and the corcscled motives which urdarly it. T zhall ¢=l} thiz a
dynanc—abjzetive coupling,

The <transmbaticn of Seciolist Aspirutione inio the geiontitic predieticn thet n
GoaplelZat viotory will rosult fnoa (Mow oo goneral opeloncs . ia beaed en 8 aimilar
caunling, allegsd zoientific ascerticns widsh are accobted s such beceuse they zatizfr
Torsl pasaiong, will exodite theee poagciona Tarther, ond thus lermd ineressed coovincing
power to Lhe acientifie affitmeticns i qmestion — and so o, indefinitely,

Suek: & dmame—chiective eoupline ia glzo potent in ite om dofence, Ay eftticism
e itz golentific part is rebutted by e poral peselone for whish ite seinnee gtands,
while any mova’ chjesticns to it are ocldly brughed asida by involing the ivemorable
wardict of 1ta weientific firdinga. LBeea ef the two cospanants, the dymamie and the
thjeetive, teres it in luzz to drow wtdention away from Lhe obber whon =kat iz ynder
ettagc,

de can naw tum <o the logleel Zellacy sxposed by the scodemie criticas of Marcism
in the fact thet the prediction of sn dnewitehls Socis}ist vietory inoites men o
revolutionary sotlen, T ehall ohow shat this paradlor iu resoived by revealing in it
the cperations of the ditwac-chiective coupling vetween pagsicn and prodiction,

The 2ejor preriss of Meewies wradistions i3 the doctpins of Frogreas, ca==s im
ubilitarizn ferma, It says that sonisl conllict mast a*Wayas reeult in the vietory of
the mide whose mredominance will relessc groeter mourcss of wealth oo society ag a
whele,  jAssvming this te he Sruz, you can gsin palisical power and becans 4 wiriverssl
bensfacter, by joivdng & cocsion of saniety whick would besafit most From & univeraally

profitebls chanze, anc helming it o oree= Jop <he chense in gucation,

Thesa are noomonplacsa; tut they ewe transformed into e dactrinza of revolulionsmy
pover by Te-casting .ram infto 4 selontifiz stetement ewbodyving tha aspizaticns of
Soeialiam, The statemcnt will oey: The victorr of the working clegs ovar the
botrgerdaie, whieh w_1l release vast preduntive forces for aoziaty, is kistoricolly
incvitoble, Thiz affirmation {which i supposad to oompiste the traneferustior of
Sopialism from a Thepis intn 2 Solence} geine its conviccing powor From the internal
reverborations betwsen Lls weotive and ‘fs aeiantiZic polas — i,e. betwasr the
nnderlying shglsl passion and bhe ascislogical fheory satizfying Lhese passicmz. Bat
within Thia lymwre—abjeetive coipling the legicel ohjzctiar againasl wsing a higtorde




Iredicsion as an appeal ke fight fop dhe Frocicted cutooma of ndstery ro longer
arises,  For Sho prediction is ucceptod only boesuse we baliswe that She Soglallst
cBuse is Just; 1ts accept=nee inplias theroore that tais causd in juat, which impliss
in ile turr thet Socislist aptien i: right., The predicticn impliza therefors a ecall
To setisng bhe Jogical paradex it dispesed of,

But there iz mooz te be added hews, If enr tormenting zansa of bad feitk would
maraly ceuaz 0 to diaguiss our thiret for rightaoustness in the erudite termg of &
apecicng sociology, the masgquersue would Derhepa he msrely pitifil, Infortunetely

" moral -passions undergs o fatefal changa, when decked out z= aeisntitic statements,
I v kinted af tuess changes alrasdy when saving thet any ooral dhjection againsli
Memcist acticn can be brushed asica by wrinting et itz scientifie aobjaotivity, We par
20 What ras haopened here: whan frmoposed dinkc equivaloenl acientifls affirestions,
the moral mutive of Socialisw was torn frow its ardgine? moral eonterxt, It became an
igolated moral zeseicn, insecezsible b2 moral cong iderstlors. “This is fevaticisng

4 fanaticiam Fived tc the waterislietic equivelonts of the criginsd worul passion.

thet ia to the intarset of the werkire laze or, mars comcrataly, So the cosreiva
powzra ol thome wha sre held Lo repregent the interos=s of the working clasa, [t is
a fanetizal vulk of power: moral men's Flight dinto naptivisy,

This z3plaina mot anly the daliberate matrapalousncss of modern toteliterientsm,
bat alzo the moral appeal of ils declated weselve to ans unzoTumlonaly,  Far this is
takran to show thet ite power embodips righigdustess, and thorefore pan wcknowledge no
higher cbligation timn to sendowe and dofend ita mm dupremacy, which 1% mot do g all
eost, Thoss whe mlc fn its pama ars pelicved to 2C0Tn nercy and hakesty, not aimply
Tor razzems of expediency (as Machiswalli would sl-esdy kave mllowad them 4o do) bat
on ageunt of fheir marsl supericrity over ths emoSioralise, hypoerisy, snd gansral
woollinees of their moralizing opponsots, Therstore, aceptics who deny with contempt
tha realily ol all moral motivationa will Tally famatically to the morul suppert of
gioh neled power,

To mum up eo far, Diamat resalves tle cenflict betwsen the devninsnt moral and
inteliectial pa=sions of cur time by effirming scientifically what is moraily sstisfying,
This oparazes in bwo dirzotiongs magatively, by unnasicing +he nerel profogsians of the
unjust and positively, by dmprognating with intricaic Tighteousness the pewer of thafe
diziroyers.  3oth counlings ars dpmanc—ibjective. Zoth sre motiveted by moral raaaicag .,
ew:n Wwiile they deny the reality of weorsl motivaz: o1 I beth cases their professed

oinilism servea #a an sxpreesion of their fwn concealsd moral ootinzd and ws Bn
implied Lostimony to Losir Fonsaty snd inflexitle determinqticn. Ao underlyins
inomiinate utopianiem i9 trensposcd in both cesee into the delivhit of s selentific
death ecntence; and its sedantic pronsuncsrmont— vibrant with hate and hovs =reverheraton

in liszensro whode rich burswity is blocked by imtellsetusl gorliples, Por it
offaya them meral gratification shemugh e profossien of ninilion, They rally gratefully
T o lamaticism which justifies :lself by 1to sutempt Tor herality,

We gue thut Xergiam is frlacly zeoused of mazerialism: ity peterialisn fs a
disguiue for ity woral purposc. It ia Srue tha= Ly their matarislistic dizgriss,
thege meral sspiraticns ars torn cub of their meorml contoxs and are harneaced o the
gemrice of economic esprardiscoent ard politiosl wiglenesz, Eat thds doss rot turn the
unéeriying Soeintiat dysamics dinto selfish love of comfort. The Farwour af anoial
anterprize has receined the amationsl Justification of Oeammd gt grnareim=nts,  Heties
their poroletent efforts to £ill all economis activikiea with bigh morel mignifisance;
nerea their gigmntomendia, their reglect of the moss deaporate populsr roade, o,z for
better howeing, iz favour of ornats ghysrepere and Wnderground marble hail=: henes
theiy Wwhols curimgs cocnomde syetom which rewels in producticn and chies eway from
sunsumpticet, Wo in the Woed wubch hopefully for avery sisn of true matardeliaw in
dmriet dvzsia. For if the regine aqec reslly ecnmooted So pareue Guloriz] advantoges,
EL would kave lost Lta femamsiciam. Love of confart may be ianabla, but g rey tTust
it to he acoomnocating.

Uhnaelcing end improgonaling — those two szecesaiva Speraticnz of Diawsat applar
to every form o theushs in the trensiticn fom Gopitelism 4o Soclelism,  Juet as tha
bouregls fdsuls of freedon ard democrasy, ate, ame gmakassd end a8 party=tictatorship
1s endowed instead with the quality of being intrinoically free and duemoeratic, ac
alzo bourgeois art snd literature are ummasked end tho glovdfieation of Socinlism fc
sndowed insbead wilh the walues of url wnd litersture, All cul<urml 1ife da aubyceted
to a gimlar tranaformation which surrendsrz it Sotally to the intareats of the
Bocialist etefe at e discretion of itz afecluts Miiars, Tris is totalitariendam,
Dz questicn ie why it appeals, or kas smpealed, <6 a notadle Tanbur of intellsciuals
in free countries pursuine vocsticns which 4ozalizsriarden Aiscredits and FRppresass,
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i first elas to this onigms is Tmmd in the word: Tunmsking'.  Socializm waa
not Aloms in rebelling ageinst hourgsois doninalion in kriz 15th century, mor Was
goient zm the orly wespon for atizcking bourgoods ideals. Ali_od to these w2 A
g=neral =liznation of the iAfeilectuals, Batirieal writors of gar’ iur days, liks o
feminpsea, o Mullsre or A Bwitt, mercly exergimcd sn laubo-eritice! of e::inting aoelaty,
Withmat srer bindemente=lly dissuniing from it. By povhyaat, the joiok cffeacta of tha
romamtic and scisntdfic movosonts empgundersd A npodsrn ewldupsl nihilizs wideh
Tepudisted the cxisting sociely es canprehonaively ae Mexwism 4id. This Doppehad
whon the szcsisive morsl aspirations of +7n meam wore dispppeinted by the nsvmal
eomplrcaneyr, 2elfishness, bypocrisy, ote. of =an, and Thossz abortocalnge wars wooourtel
for by intuerprzting morslity 43 2 meba instrugent of agelal Toprosailcn, which peCple
ohay caly if they cormet owade it. Once oore — 22 in Mcrxizm - rornl nihiliem ia the
mark of excaptionally ateeng mowal presiona, =8 Curgshev portrayed it in the otudoot
Basstow, the titurary archsltype a2 philceaphic nikilizm.

Romzrtio individuaiiam has alse effectively aantributed So the philosophie
nitilism of eu= Lire. A craving for sbeolulaly anscoupul ous eponmeity, and an
irourebls suspision of amy articodlate {and shorelfome saoswhet camTentionnl) assertion
of weliue, ie tut the Leat statocn of romonticism,

Yhile philasophic nihilisze were admitecdly podical imdividuatiste, ot they
onturaily tended o sympashize with mavoluticmery rovetents siming at the total
deatrinticn of socindy. Eeer s, the fact that marny of them would ge $o fer a3 to
givs thoiT fervent support to total itarian ovoromsnta, grimly hestils o thelr Gm
wocebion na inkelleotusls, still romadins Go e cxblained,. I: cun be wrderatood omly
in ite kistoricel sstting.

¥a must ackmowlodge thot perasgal nikillsp has aorved for a century r£e ar
inspivation to literature ané philcazpay, hoth ty Steelf and by provokding
o peogtisn To itsell. Logibing of bourgeciz ooodsty, immoralism and despalr, howns
been prowailing thomee uf great fiotian, pocsTy =hd philosophy wl the contincnt of
Burcpe sincs the niddle of ths 19%h conmur, The ratoa of Stendhel, Balaeo,
Pargnnsd, Doasciweskl, Micksscha, Flaubert, Theen, Fimhaud, Gide, Th. Hann, Brucht,
may auffiga to dznd weight to this cheorvation, Anti-corwentismalism which bred the
medern bahemdiar bag aloe slimlazzd in adm o revullicus eriginslity, which has TeneWed
the Cine arta by & profusion of mnetsrpicoas, pnsurpnegad if any provious prried of
nlstory, :

But thome friwmphz leff their suthors marbilivd by scli—deubt, Thoir haired of
rrovailing ideologies fad aprued {=a in Mergicm) fnto an atiack on the very gtotus of
gan erd haman thought, Peer Gymt ot the ond of his wilgrizepga of pretencsa raocghilses
wiwsnlf in on omden: lees after leaf of sel f=Aremntigntion iz peled of, leaving
nothing at the core, Tho hourgesis cnoyalapredists Bowrsd ond Poouwhet lose themaelves
in a lebyrinth of inanitias. Mhizitts "Man Without Froperties” has oegscd to he, toT
ho thinks about 1ifs lestend of living 1. the futlle regross of Mihoughiz, Lhoaghts
shout thoughts, though=s abeut thoushts shout thoughia® exhousts Sar-tre's Mathied ir.
WL A ms di: 1n Ralson¥z o but o toinlly unrelloeting cab, 143y o MSheonga! of Garmas
iy ugually cut off from peatlity, irprisones in his meivats werld,

Wo can Lhon no lonser say anythiog in good Faith end a1l ratianal ectian beacomes
g lifclsss bonality; wioleace alenc is atill nopost, oy enly gratuitous viclonge iS
authersic netion,  arrived al this stogs, the acderh intellestuml will include himself
i his mausastsi conbompt Cor the maral apd cul bural futzlity of his time, Waving
rendored sha universe uttsTly meaninglea=, he himaelf disgelwes in the uniwersal
Wagte Land.

15 the iptelleesual le now atbecksd from the slank by ¥nrxist vomaskers, Wi
will Tump him togsther with tha bourgeais=iz, nis poailion booomes freenrious,. Hi=
o groWing comselouanass of living in & spiritusl dogert, +enda to re-ooha The
Mevyinn anelysis of hia own arh and zoiencc =8 nEwe supers.rugures of & eontemptible
gapitalisgn, Moromver, any mezigtanze ko this swiack would tend To prowve ite justice
by forcing him iote parinorship with the houpgonizia, and it aiao throutens B0
deprive hin of his anti-hourgaods gtatuz <f which his self-rooncok is founded., This
dilorma suffices by 15seii ta account for the eurrandsr of men 1ile Sartre, ATAEON,
Ficasse, Bermal, Joliot-Turiz, to = whilezophy which domias he wery existance of
theriy intollectusl Jursuite.  The mors S, sinca — under the protection of thall cen
bourgoois guverrments - thoy oo happily contimme ta cultiwnic thoec.
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The pkilazophic nibilizt'a hidden moral peszionz are avai.akble for polifical
action if thiz can b based oh nihilist sesunptions, Aanc - progromme of violance
fulfilz thiz requiremert, The nihilist intellectnal can aafely indclge hiz =cral
pagsiota, by accaptlag tha intrinede eoodnszsa of an unaercpiions revolutlonaww p:m‘.r.
Injoeetod ints the angdres of viclenea, hie maoyal pasgione are safe Zrom belng euspactad
of bad faith, and his shels fereon rospoldd segerdy toos ciVic home of :-IL.:l" eaid-proot
quelily.

r;d.uui.tmll:.r, an artlst or gelentiat will still find 1t difficeli to mccopt tae
dreary cul tumal oimes of u Qroouni=c distaterahip aa the true fulfilwent of hiz wocation,
Tot e may toy Lo overoomes his mevulsion [for zeasons that are not altogmthar bagse, Tor
ke ia melisved therehy from belanging to the dying culture of a rotien sociaty, or from
noe belangeing to any eociety. He can then feel ve=untted ¢ the oroml masses marching
toWerds 8 great future, hepoured and well pedd as their inzellectial purveyor, It fs
trae that in This >2le the artist 19 of7en meduced to a ClasteTer and the solenilst tao
‘s techndlogizt, But they may feel thet thiz cen be only temporery, For witimstely,
the triumph of klazoric necassmity oust fulfil the needs of the mind, as those of the
buody; end efter =15, evzn &0 the mesnlios, oficn oo wose i Gememded of him thar an
cooacional lip-gesviee to the officisl eculfural policy.

Besides, the temptation is greab to replace the astandarda, whnish the artiat has
set ninself, hy sn ahjersire Tightness immanent in historic peceszity.  Such rightness
will appear self=gvidenl, Per wiithin a Jyosmo-cbjeclive coupling, a power may prove
ite hietorio megesgity by the mere fant of ite victory, and an crthodoxy ordained by
U0 4 power ls of covrge anherently riskt, Its dectrinss could oe doubted caly by
bresking ur the fundamenzal dynamc—objective coupling un whick the whole Goomumizt
wmiverae regts, and no mentsl reslstence could be tougher. Coobined with tka
intellectuelts yearnirg for ctjective =iandetds mufe ageinst asli=doubt. 1ta presours
mgy wall ey irreeiztibis,

Eitler sroutly profited from she Bolshewiix crample, bet kis meverent waz rooted
pcr' serily in lerman Rommntic nihilism, This tausht that an outatending individusl 1a
a ~&n unto hiemsell and may, ag & statesmsn, unserapulously impoza his wil1l on the reat
of ke world; end thet o paticn hes likewize the right and tha duty fo fulfil its
his<orig destimr, irrespective of moral obligatiores, This togcklog contredizta the
wplvernnl cla‘e of morelity, Just as the mcchanistie lroee of men does; it identifiee
roralizr with the self-fulfilzent of the individun! or the netion, and thiz issuca ia
en oiEotionelly charged weriant of utiliterdiardss, A8 such. it cou'd anelgematc a fisrse
patrintan with 211 fhe inovdirats haopes of our ags, and ecbody bocth in the mim of
CariEn wrld gowvarmnent under ETSlar,

Toc lepseehoe of those grows Docsl passions in this progreome oxplains the =trong
moral apaeal whish it made on meokers of the Serman Yoath Movement by its very
wEeTIM Guanesa,  Far whorever Cunaticism combires With oymicisn we Juet suspeck a
dymarc—obiective coupling, And itz presence io confired if we find thet cynieism ia
mrking u reral apperl, Hitler's frensy was primarily svdl, dut ita appenl oo the
Fermsn ¥l was norul:  they accspbted evil ections as a moral duty. Their roopanse
¥z=a deferringd by the eere comvicticna which Mary held about tne neturs of morel
astives Zr pabliz 1ife, Thor belicved that thesa Wers Dere rationalisations of
pawer, sn? that power alone was —eal, Hence tholir dieguet of moralising amd thedr
dsrat pagzion for uwnsemepulons violencs.

Thiz aaulysic af <hg wiolsnt pelitieal movemerte of our sgs 1S the exact
opposite of their Froudian interprevation. For me the priwe acver 13 & oorel passicn
th=oughoil; nascly the grest ugemrge of moral damesds on soedisl 1ife, ariaing (for
Teaacns raoh caemined hFT‘F‘" at the apd of the 18th century., Ths cotaphysical belicls
of wpiogsific e rooaalio leut.]]_l', turned thiz passior into the unonoliing of moraliky
&nd into en inpregratien of paksd pousr-with An immansnt |:|.C|"'-J1 valag, Hanod
noraliaing tendad to —urn into oersl r:l.l:ultam 2 in Freud hims him=elf) and inzo
fanatiza. mdberence to murelly oonetifisd meterisl ends, A3 in medsit fotalitariaiism,
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The spreading of Murxism in Asia and Africa during the last
10 yaars should have npade it clear to anyone wha gt111 doubted 4%,
that =he succeszsz of Comrurlsm ls due to 2 conslderable extent ta the
convinelng power of Lts teaching.

Yot non-Marxist writers agree that the system is 1llogleal.
They say that no political programme can be derlved from the Marxian
predictior of ths inevitable destructicn of CZaplialism at the hands of
the proletariat: for 1t 1s senaeless to enligh fighters for a battle
whilch 1a gaid to be glready declded; while 1f the battle is not yet
decided., ¥ou cannot predict 1ts issue. Thia 15 a2bout how Mr. Ayer
has recently put the matter.~ 4 year before that Mr. Flemenatz had
summed up his analysis epigrammatically: ", . . whatewver the relatlich
af seience and soeciatism as parts of the 1ife of one man, what he can
nevaer be iz o scientliic gsocialist. Het aven 1f kls aciesnce predicts
what his scelszlism approves. t3ciontific socialisnm' is a logical
sbsurdity, & myth, & revolubtionsry slegan, the heppy insplration of two,
moralists who wented to be umlike all moralists before them."? 1In a
racenl bool on Marxism Professor E.S. Acton has re-examined the vhole
question once mors in great detall, only o conelude that "The Marxdst
can derive moral precespts from his socizl sclence only to ths axtant
that they already form, becauss of the vocabulary wsed, a concealed and
mnacknowladgad part of 1t.13 : .

I think we mst accept this eritieism. 3us we cannet possibly
lot the matter rest there. It 13 a fact that the alleged historic
inevitabllity of Communism exercises & powerfuzl appeal for Commundsm.
If thiz appesl 1z due to & logical mistsie, som2 compulsive tzndency .
enst e operating in favour of that mlstake. A fallacy that 1z so
wiversally convinecing mist have a eoereive logic of 1tz own. It 1=
naalass to show merely why it oucht not to convince; we must diacover
whir Lt does sc.

When you think of it in these torms you rsalise that the
propagandistic power of selentific prediction 1 but one among many
slmilar odditles in the armoury of Mursdem. Its theory denies
authenticity to moral motives in pelitical 1ife and yei ifs political
appeal is passichataly mersl. What iz mare, this self-contradleilon
geemz Lo supply the main impulse of the mevemcont as concelwved by Marx
himself. "The manugeripts of the numercus manlfestos, professions of
faith and programmss of action to which he/appended his name (writes his
hiugraphar%, still bear thco strokas of the pen and the flerce marginal
eomments, with whish he sought to obhliterate all references Lo eternal
justice, the equality of msn, the rights of Individuals or itationsg,
the liberty of conaclence, the flght for eivilisation, and othar such
phrasss whick wers the stock 1n trade . . . of the democratic movemsnba
af his tines he looked upon these as so mich worthless iant, indicat-
ing confusion of thought and ineffeetivencss in action.® And well

1. EiGIUNTER, Vol. 5, MNo. 4, p.32, 1955.
2. Jonn Planmenatz. Ger arxism and R an Comm
£ Green & {o., London, 1OG4.. ...

3. H.B. Actor, The I1luglon of an Tpoch, Cohan & West, Londott,1955,5.190.

4. Iszsleh Berlin, Karl Mars, Oxford University Press, 1939, p.10.
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we know 7 - 4 P . that it is not ip spite of this contempt
far Jusiice, squality end liberky, but becaugg of 1% .that Marxzlsm

13 aceeptad as the true chattpisn of - thocos  same Tdcals - against the
vory nations openly profeszing them. Eznnah Arendi obgerved

rightly that Upolghavik assurances inslde and pntside Bussia that
they do not recognise 0rdinar¥ morel stendards, have becoms a mainatay
of Communist propagsnda - Ll

I eould lengthen indefinltcly the serles of such paTadoxas, but
two more nost sufflce. The Sovists pride themsalves on eccnomis
achievements, while They ruthlessly d4isrcgard th= neoeds of thedr
people- the prosiiga of their sconomle gvsten thrives or imMposing
tefaficees. The seoond paradox is gven moré puzzllng. The Bowlaks
are asclained by eminent Wostern writers and palnters whose VeTy works
are condemped and supozessed in Ruossla. indd Cgeslaw Milosg has shown
that thls appeal of the Soviets 1s inm fueb larpgely due to thelr
proclaimed disgust with medern art and literature amw to thelr
detormination to maks all cultursl pursuits subservient to tho stata.
He roeords from his own oxperdence in Poland that these sentimonts
and policies ff:m part of the temptation efiered by Marxziasm to the
intellsctnalg.

A shair of so hiphly suceeszsful ineonsiatensics racalls the

stete of shysics heforz the discavery of guantum wechaniecs. Could
it opmeeal here sgaln the presapce of & polent common nrineiple? I think
At doed.” Anid it even scems to bear a regemblanca to quantum

pechanles = so for as fallaey omn pesamble truth. Tha principle in
quaatien iz "Digmat! = Chat 1s Dialocticel Matoriallsm - the prefessed
f2ith of Marxism, which itz Western crltics are too mich inellned to
treat as  obvious Anmacnss. Li¥e guancin mechaniless; Diamat fuses
e digparate principles Ints one. [ Two principles whilch in this case
ara nothing loss than the two dominant mental passions of our age -
one maral, tae other Inteéllectbual - both equslly unpregsdantsd In
history ané squelly irresistible fo us taday. i

The Flrst of these pazalons is our medern pelitical dymar sm.
That is, the convietion that =eclaty cun lmprove 1tgelf lnadefnitely
by political meapns ard thakb 1t must strive unceasirgly to de sc.
This dynamilam, whoae carly tentatlve stirrings can ba tracad back. to
tha Enlightenment, tirst weni .into setion on a4 narrow front in the
pmariear and French revolutiops. .  Buk pressntly it widened into
tng prest popular movcments. of “ha 19¢h century whilch ever since have
{neessanily harassed the existlng soclal arder by presaing lor its
progressive reform or its. comprehengive subversien.  Today these ;
aspirations have sprezad over tap globe. Moral demands of untimited
gegpe ars made on speioty by pooples who unill yesterday hed lived
in immemordal asceptance of exploltatich and squelor. . This dynamlsm
15 the overmastering moral pdsslon of our tims. : ok

. The. dominent intellectusl passlon of our age 1s sclence. I fean
the ldeal of a completely objeotive viaw of all things, Ineluding nan
himzelf; a criticai faraticlsm which stornly redoces 211 ‘human
agpirations to tangible terms. Woht s =lgna Fokmow with certainty
fwe read), namely that ments valus judgments ara puided ahsolutely
by thair desire. for happineas, and gre tkerefors merely an attompt
to balster up thelr illusicns by srgumente”. Tals is net Marx
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ﬁpeaking bat Freud;I and 1t eowld jnst asz well ke Helvesius, or
Pizarev or Feuerbach. For it is the redicel ubllltarlanlsp of our
age, the fruit of cur sei=ntifle ocbhjsctlvlsm, that speaks here.

I have seid that Dismat smelpamates these two dominant ideals
af our zge. It fuszeg them together by an operstlen which hag
appealed to the human odpd froo the very dawn of thnugkt. Lavy Hritht
hag callad it tparticipation!. To primitive thought no ‘nevw born .
ehild 1= Jast himssll - thers 1s alwoys = dead wnégstor paltlulpating
in him; 3 lion tearing = viileger to pleces ﬁﬂhﬂdies the man's
;u'iﬂur_npighbadr plagnes and fatalltiesd ars leﬂys andowed with
the avil lntuntiuns of gomeone who sent them: . By the dHame process
of fre=ion philoscophers assume that omg Lhing exlats dn znozher, in
vhich case the former is said to be immanent in the latter. We ahadl
see that Marx zmalpamated mﬁr&l dymamlam -l th ranical utilitariznism
o7 azsumdneg that paterial intarasts sra immsnent in the Mowal aspira-
tions of the bnurgecisie,-while-mn%at; . =-imﬂﬂn?gtnin-the-materggi
interegts of the preletarlat hiz 1lg . what a“x g transformation of
Soriclism . from o Thepia-into.a Eclcﬂcc amsunts to. We shall see that
this transforration entalls the whole serles of internal gontradicticons
of whieh I fnave given examzlez, and al=sp lends them their cnrdous
convinoing power .

To domenskrate this you must ke f1lled from the start - as Marx
was = with the pasalonas of Utnpia arid pizat be convinecd therefore
that Capitalizsm is wnjust and has to be ovesthrowm. Suppode now FoU
apply in this light a materlslZst Interpretation to the ideals of
liberty, Justice, fraternity. You will ohserve then, for example,
that the Code Napoleoh, based on these princlples, was supromely
gffactivs In ﬂcstrﬂying tho fencal order and inm opening the way Ior
tha bourgeoisie with 3ts system of privats enterprlse thraughout
Iurope: and you will no‘“ that 1t has remalped the guardisn of the
capitzli ordar ever sincs. Bourgeols ddaals will appoar therefore
as &f glpeP-structure of capltaiism, both in 1ts opposltlon to a
fendalism whose rule if haa subverted and ta the prolebariat, whesc
enslavement it tries to parpetnate.

Beurgpeols prefessions of liberty, justice. hussandity, ete. could
af gourse be dzpounced az diszhonest on the vary grownds of Shese idests. 4s
liberal reformers haves sc aftdn dond.  Bub this would jettison the ;
prestige of a acipntifiv ansiyeis in fovwcur of an argument which a
splentific outleook deprecetes as futile cmotionszlism. Sclentific
gociallsm mmat rizorcusly BAORIES such verblsge frow lts statements -
and thiszs iz what Marx flersely ingiasted upon.

Hora w2 can see the solution of one paradox - menticned second
promy lish = corcng grnuua*lf U_th*n 51ght-_ We zropresented with
an snalysiz of bourgeois ideale in terms of a theory whizh destroys
the suthontizity of 511 professions of wmerallty by denylns o morality
any intrimsis force et .1ts owmn. But szince She hidéen drivirg fores
mozivating this snaly=is iz a moral pasaion which ocondepmc capitolism
and 1= resolved to overthrow L3y the snalysiszs turrs Anto.an  unteskin
of bouregecis nypoerigy. The paradex 1z complete. We gas how a moral
foree settine in ootian a sclentdfic anslysis arrives st dencuncing
an allepged hypocTlsy by an argument whleh deniea suthenticlty to all
maral motives. Mnd we sep tharefore also how th% Marxizt doctrine,
having injected ifts moral passions into a destructive-analysls of =11
moral motives, can srpesl by this very fact to the moral agpirations
07 [er. Far men Trecopnise its destructive analysis of merality ag
the scientific spearheacd of the doctrins's ot moral purpose.

1. &. ffeud, Qaﬁ ﬁnﬁghgggn in der Kntdar, 1930, sectlon VIII.
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