





9 Awarua Street
Wellington

fiew Zealand

2F = 12 = 72

Professor cesrge Dalten
Horthwestern University
Evansion

I1ll, .8 4,

Dear rrefesser,

IThis: iz after all the article om Karl.The hesding is"some Links
between the Eariy and the Later Work of Karl Polanyiv, Inspite of
my endeavours to keep it short,it has beceme fairly long (35 pages).
I lesve it to youw to change it amd to cut ad libitum.i am grateful
for any suggestions apmd eriticism and thank you very much for tha
trenble you are caking,

With beet wishes for Ghristmas and for a New Year of peace

fours sinceraly

{Felix sehafer)




: NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIEMCES
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60200

CIPARTRONT DF BCONOMICS ; _ S Jan, £9%, 31973

Daar Mr, Schafar:s

T apologizZa for my boorish silenca, Partiy it was the preszure of work:
“but alse, my disinclination to hurt your fealinas,
Yonr manuseript is very difficuit and dzals with very esoteric mattars.
The scowcialist accountancy literature is of historical importancs, but
Harl's articlas of 1922 and 1944 have not vyed appeared in Lngllsh FLA,
Havyex's COLLECTIVIST ECCNOMIC PLANNING (Boutledgs, 1935) did not tran la?e
them, although they ars listaed in his kibliouraphy. So ¥arl's work on
zocialist accountancy 18 unknown to those who don't read German, Your
commants on Karl&is wiews really assume the resader Knows the articles,

J"
A gecond difficultv 18 that tha thames vou discuss«nransnaraﬁcv of human
relations, Marx, the Baserice of Fascism, The Great Transfo srmation,
Anth *Dpwlﬁqlral writings, and oLh-rs-wqr* discussed so kBriesfly, that
L ﬂoq't think thay can be u1ﬂEIBtGGD by anyone who has not already
studiad Karl's writings des=ply, :

Your mawuscr*ph gsparkles. beautifully towards the apd, when you lovingly
dagcribe the bussn Stacsghsce in the Polenyi household, I impiore wou

te write about such matters at zexkx greater length., You are in a vary
spacial position to do 10, And these are much more fmportant mattars,
really, then further exegeaia on what Polanyi really meant, and how

‘his later writinos ax= refelect ideas he had very earlv, Thera is alraady
a great daal of exsgesis and interpratation of Karlis ertiﬂqﬁ' Sievers,
HA3 MARKET CAPITALISM COLIAPESPE? Saveral of my writings: 2,0, umphra?s
article in Historv and Theory, and much elsa, What doas nat exist
abundantly is precisely what von (and Ilana) are capably & of G*uvldinq_
datailsd information on Karl' s early lifa and thguqqtg,'aqd how he

- influsncerrhosa around him, Pleass do consider writing a memoir about

- Polanvyi tha man and the teacher whem you knaw as 2 young man in Viennas

a parsonal memoir rather than an apFlysiﬂ of his weitings: who Karl's
othar gtudentd warer the excitement of intellectual exchange; the farment
of thz 1940s in socialist eirclas when ths Fussian Revolution was so new,

I am deeply sorry ‘that 1 eannot be more helpful, But IIhaﬁéstly dan®t
think that your brief treatment of very difficult and very esoteric
themes can be made into a cchesrent journal article,

Slﬁ::} ly,
‘J [:L tay

G rOrers L'la lton
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bear Prefessor,

Many thenks for vour letter of Januwary 29 and for the twe
essays of Karl which T read with great interest.In publishing Karits past-
hunous writings you do work ¥hich is hignly appreciated. T have to apelogize
for net havins answered your letter sconer, The reazon is that I am werking
om a memolr of the kind you suggested and that I wanted to send you a
sample.But a2 I have not yet finished it I do neot want to delay my answer
any longer,,

Do not thimk that your letter has hwrt me.T am grateful for
¢ritieism.One core of it Seems to bs that T di=scussed a varisty of
subjects too briefly tovbe underatoocd by anybody who has not already
studied Karlts writings deeply.v - %o nse Jour own words,.Y will have to
try and remedy this »But them the article becones ionger,

I am pleased tha+t you secm to like my manuecript,as far as it
describes Mthe hwman atwosihere in the Polanyi household® as ¥ou Bay.pBut
I do not think that "these (thinge)are more important tham further exe-
gaBi®m on what Polanyl really meant and how his later writings reflact
idea= he had very garly." The litersture on the*exsgeais™ you mention I
Enow, Bat it =tiji2 stands as Tlona wrote in June last year to me in German:

WThe bridee from the early Karl in Vienme to the later Karl is
entirely unknown and nobody but yeu is able and called +o show it,
I knew and appreciate Hoghg's work but - as you rightly poaint
OBE - the gOp is thefa W ————w

Indeed e.g.8levers when he talks about token money in Polany-
ita writinge does neot mention that the roots of Earlts idezss on this
subject lie din his seeialist model of price formotion,Wor does he tell us
how he heg built the token mwoney inte economie enelysis.irs. Bunphreys desls
largely with Earl as an- economic historiam,.Her remarks about his Vienna
time do met refer to the thoughte he worbed osut in my presence. Wot to
record them would meam to ignore part »f Karlts edifice of thomght and te
treat him like the second edition of Menger's "drundsstzer, Thus T will
THEYHHE attempt to incliude these thoughts unolstrosively and in easy EFEENE
presentation inte the mEmeir,

By the way 71 have written some memories in German sbout Karl,
(20,000 te 25,000 words)They are neither asuitable por intended for publiecs-
tlom, But they might help,

Thanking you onee more for the trouble you have takan

Yours sincersly
olonf

Pelix Schater




Z’\f(g 5

JLEINOLS 6o2e)







L

9 Awarus Street
wellington

New Zezland

% =g w13

Dear Professor,

This is the sample of = memoir on Karl ] mentioned in my
letter of April and of which 1 send copies to Ilona and Kari,
1 wonder what vou think of it amd I should be grabteful for
any comment you carée to make.,The manuscript concerns broadly
spoken the middle of the intended mefir.I did this part
first,because it seexed to me Lhe hzrdest. It attempto to
reﬁrﬂﬂuua ,83 you wrate,"some of the human atmosphere in the
Polanyi household and of Lhe people around him" The things
I mention ,as far as 1 can remember them,are facts,The f!!?i*
words atiributed te Kerl are of course given in Englishy -
but the original German words are showm in bracketa,l intend
now to start the memoiy from the beginning of 1%24,when 1
met the Polanyis firstfihile in the manuscript enclozed the
neoeiglist Accountancy is not mentioned,this essay will be
discugsed mere fully in the part 1 am irying to write,becaues
the "Sogialist Accountanecy" was the matter on which tﬂe
seminary of Karl started,

Thanking you once more I am
Yours sincerely

rrffﬁifibglﬁﬁfélLf’

{Felix 3Schafer)
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