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Ms. Kari Levitt Polanyi
Department of Economics
University of the West Indies
Mona, St. Andrews

Jamaica, West Indies

Dear Ms. Polanyi:

As you may know, SQme Years ago we acquired the papers
of your uncle, Michael Polanyi. Needle:ss to say, they form
an extremely important corpus of materials and have attracted
significant schelarly interest. Among other things, they
contain much family related material which might be T L
terest to you in your work. I have enclosed a copy of the
guide to them with our compliments.

professor William T. Scott of the University of Nevada
has told me that you might be considering offering some
parts of your parcnts' papers to a library or other reposi-
tory. We would, of course, be most interested in whatever
part of them you had thought of releasing, especially be-
cause with the papers of your uncle already here this would
seen to be a proper home for them. Perhaps you could let
me know your thoughts on this matter so that we could dis-
cuss it in greater detail. :

Please be assured that we appreciate the delicacy of
this matter,

Sincerely,

Michael T. Rya
Assistant Curator
Special llections

enc. iy
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17 Octobar,

. Michsel T. Ryan,
Aseietant Cwrator,

speclal Collections,
Tniversity of Chicago Library,

Chicago,
Tllinols 40637,
TEA.

Deay Mr, Ryan,

: Upon returning from & seven wesk visit to Cenada
in Auguet and September, I found your letter of July 17
ewalting me hers, I wish to thank you for the enclosure

G s Papers of Michael Polanvi. I was most impressed

A " ed L Lok MR il
with the manuar In which

ha material has been organized,

it this point in time, I have made ne decisioms
soncerning which parte of my parents' papers are to be
deposited, snd move particularly witers they shéuld be
deposited, Uoreover, the papeve = which ars voluminoue -
are at present not ordered., 1 am, however, going to rseceive
assistance in the matier of ordering and listing the paper
from an Bungarian scholar who will be wisiting North imerica
in the spring of next year, spesifically for this purpose.
You osn appreciate the fact that I can make decimions im this
matter wntil we lmow exactly what eximisc. :

I was, however, very pleased to hear from you and
hope we can remain In contact. Yore specifically, 1 hepe to
be sble to visit Chiceme when I am again lecated In Canada,
in oxdexr to look at the Michsel Polanylfk DPapers. I have
neted your resuest and will give 1t vemy sericus considaration
after the ordering, raferred %o above, is completed.
Tneidentally, do you have any suggestions concerning vhere I
might be able to find msome modest financlal ssmistance in the
rather forbidding job of ordering the papers of Earl and Iloma
Peolanyi. : ;

Bineerely,

Fari Levitt Polanyl
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CIIE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

THE JOSLEFH EEGEMSTEIN LIBRARY

L1100 BEAST S7TTH STREET
CTMICAGS - ILLINOILES a0G3 T

Kovemher 6, 1973

Ms. Kari Levitt Polanyi
University of the West Indies
Mona, Kingston 7

Juamaica

Dear Ms. Tolanyi:

Thank vou for your letter of October 17. Believe
me, 1 do sympathize with your task. It's a shame that
he random walk theory doesn't apply as well 1o wanu-
seripts as it does to certificates of stock. Unhapplily,
I have ne good idecas about where to apply for fipancial
assistance. You might bBe able to build that job into a
larger research proposal that would lead to a molo-
graph. Any institution or manuscript repositery would
he in a positiom to apply for aid, but that , af course,
would mean committines thc papers now, and thatf, under-
standably, is not your intention.

I ¢o hope that your research brimgs you 10 Chicago
in the near future. Tt would give you a chance hoth to
comsult the Polanvi Papers and see the Library. 1In the
meanwhile I wish yom all the best with your work.

Sincerely,
Michael T. BRyan

Assistant Curator
Special Collections

MTH :ams




THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

THE JOSEPI REGENSTEIN LIBRARY

1100 BAST S7TH STREDT
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August 12, 1980

Ms, Kari Lewitt Polanyx
Department of Economics
McGill University
Montreal, (uebec H3A ZT3
CANADA

Dear Ms. Polanyi:

Tt's been a while since T last wrote you, and I thought
it would be good to shure a fow ideas with you ahout your
parents’ papers.

I have learned from Mr. William Scott that the Hungarian
scholar who was to help you organize the material will not be
coming after all. That must put a considerable burden on Yyou,
and believe me I am most sympathetic. I share your councern
that the papers be preserved and was wondering whether you
have ever considered depositing them with an institution
which has the facilities and staff to care properly for them?
Although each library and archive has its own policies and
proccdures, [ would he surprised if vou didn't centinue to
have c¢asy access to the material. Tesides, the papers would
be much more secure from fire, flood, and theft, and would
probably be houscd in an environmentally controlled space
which would arrest the deterioration of the papcr. Just as
important, the material would be organized by a staff trained
in the handling of manuscripts and would be described with a
view to serving a scholarly coanstituency. Where the papers
arc deposited--whether in Canada, the States, or abroad--is
really less important than the fact that they would be pro-
nerly preserved and cared for. Most institutions would be
more than willing to wark ount whatever conditions, etc., you
wished to attach to the deposit.

However, | have a morc immediate concern. For some time
now we have been considering deing a major exhibit on Michael
Polanyi based on his papers. This would be a serious exhibit
presenting an intimate leok at his thought and its develop-
ment and place in modern history. Ilowever, it occurred to us
that a much richer exhibit would be one focusing en hoth
Michael and Karl, and through them on the Polanyl family as a
unigue chapter in contemporary intellectual history. Such am




Ms., Kari Levitt Polanyi
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cxhibit would hold cut possibilities for cooperation with

the Hungarian pgovermment and might include an international
symposium on the Polanyi'ts,

A1l of this is, of course, tentative and would require
your consent and cooperation. There is an outside chance
that T may be able to get to Montreal this Fall, and if 1
do perhaps we could discuss it in some detail. Tn any
event, it would be good to lcarn how you feel about the pos-
sibility of such an exhibit. To give vou a2 sense of the
kind of exhibits we present, T have enclosed a couple of
recent catalogues.

IT11l look ferward to hearing from vyou.

Sincerely,

Michael T. Ryan
Assistant Curater
Special Collections

enc.
MTR:ams
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May 11, 1981

Ms. Kari Levitt
Department of EBconcmics
Mc3Eill University
Montreal, Quebec 1134 2TS
Canada

Dear Ms. Levitt:

T was glad to learn of your interest in pos-
sibly transferring your parents' papers to the Uni-
versity of Chicago Library where Ms, Vezer could work
on them. I understand and am sympathetic with the
problems you face in trying to decide on the ultimate
digpogition of the material, but I do thiak that trans-
ferring it to an institwtion -- if only temporarily —-
would make it easier fEor all of us to consider and
discuss the matter.

If you wish to wvigit the Library in early June
to see the facilities and mget with Mr. Rosenthal,
the Curator, and myself, that would certainly be fine.
I will leook forward to learning of wvour plans in the
near future, and I do hope that you will be able to
visit us.

With all good wishes, I am yours,

Sincerely,

! ¥
Michael T. Ryan”
Aaglistant Curatur
Special Collections,
University Archiwvist

MTR:civ




TITE UNIVERSITY OF CIHTCAGD
TIEE JOSEPIT REGENSTEIMN LTBEARY

1100 EAST STTH STREBT
CHICAGO « ILLINDTS &0837
nuguskt 28, 1981

Mz. Kari Levitt
Department of Doonomics
MoGill University
Montreal, Cuehec H3IR 2TS
CANADA

Noar M=z, Levitts

It's been as hectic a summer for me as I gather that it has been
for you. But at least I can, after much scurrying, report on the
nature of the commitment which tne Library ig willing to make at
thig time ‘o your parents® papere.

The Lihrary would be pleased to provide space and facilities
for the crganization and interpretation of the material by Ms. Vezer
or whomever else you would designate., We would be willing to provide
for transportaticn costs involved in getting the material and ultimately
in returning it to vou, if that wasz your wigh, We would da this with
no specific commitment from you aboukt the ultimate disposition of the
papers, although we would hope that you would give serious considera-
tion te the possibility of depositing them -- or part of them -- here
with the Michasl Folanvi Papera. Unfortunately, the Library is not
currently in a position to be akle to offer any financial suppart
to M=z, Verer. At a time when we are having diffigulty simply pur-
chasing monographz for the faculty, the competition for scarce funds
makes the possibility of our supporting her problemabic. I'm sorry
to have to report this, but I simply see no alternative at the present
given the tightness of our hudget.

on the other hand, the offer of space and facilitics should
be taken seriously, oven if other funds are unavailable, It would
give vou and Ms. vezer a chance to look at the material as a whole,
and it would give us all an opportunity to revicw and discuss the
range of Adelicate issues involved in making decisions about the
ultimate Aispasition af the papers. T should think that these would
be important considerabions. Ot course, there is the additional
fact that the material would abt least bhe temporarily honged in a
secure, enviromnmentally controlled facility. I would imagine that
this would easc some of the anxietiss you musgh have about storing such
important material at your home, TIf you could see the Library, |
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tkink vou would agree that the facilities here are excellent, and
Lhat they are capable of providing a dignifisd and secure context
for the material.

I will he interested to learn vour feelings about this cffer and
hope to hear from you in the near future.. T wish yvou all the best in
your work,

Sincerely,

o,

Michael T. BEyan
nggistant Curator
special Collections
University brchivist

MTE: s=k
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