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Columbia Wnivergity
inthe Citpof AewPork
[NEwW YORK 27, N. Y.]

FACULTY OF POLITICAL SCIENCE F A €t = ¥
€ -

as from 3.Edith Grove
London,SeWe , 10

= Uy dear Misi , almost immediately I settled down %o
k and was deeply grateful to find my vague fears of a pc
}fl iibly paralysihg effect of a change of mental climate b
t borne out.. The New York team , too, is busy at work., Thatl

is a most gratifying  esperisnce .

Mausi has taken came of my renting problem with 1
$ull successe I am enclosing her letter, a vveriiable marvel
of productive 1life under severe haddicaps of health . It it
indeed, a wonderful document,

T have seen lord Lindsay these days . who prormised—to

% = 25 feTllowshiny He scemed
~ to ryle out 3 teaching appointment 1q{ny case altogether, =
_~and o take up the questimn of a research fellopirip,

L, His first choice is Herny Clay and the Bank of England ;
iis second, Muffield College, I gave him full warning of Cl:
®lay 's position in regard to my ¥ worke s Nuffield will have

M wait until Clay's successor is—imowre

< ok Ay SRS G

éu In’chem-:an ime I had a.detcter frombhe Cpllege of
Chieago University { “hairman, Social Sciences|).sayigg
inter alia that they ' still lack an economisy ' of my own
Yoreadth andpersPectlve' do Krmow 3 OUTrSTy; Wae—
't. - s Qne S v DRSS e —E ) i et = . 14
doubt it), but before I I will dray mgy friends
at Columbia aboyt the pos, tlon n Qard to 35 , so=em

arr—able bo—miT ey F = oTE arprobasle,

S5 5 F—rea have 2 23S b—lA—FAE DETTHITE arrgTemenYs

egATH To Ch—rhals Stiddy I eiSadd first make sure of
taeuy;ntentlons 3 Since the encouragement given by the De-

partment to stydents 3% do thejr Ph.D. Phesis
u_nder me 1’& gl );v'. %,‘ﬂﬁm?’;’”v

B'JM h/'raul 4 e ~ Lerg, bppnns luaie M‘GL‘»JIA,.J




iy dear st -

_ : . Blow to wove and to take ﬂsmm I have neverthel:
%o the eonclusion mﬁv z should give you a briel resune of m ﬁmm
oo and suggest W somsthing about it, 3

R e et ‘*”’:"-%WWW fmas a mwﬁ m
Mmmw m mmmw Chaneelloy Ximpton's inbervenbtion
m m m &‘W a@* & mm &%’ m

/

v leCarray ‘ . «m m&m is m
= 5 " here except to m y@m» xmmwm m America e - gravely
; andicapped wnless full mlwm is given to the true state of affaivs.

The best way to reetify mattbers, it appears to e, is

mmmmaMMﬁmmmmwwﬁmmm

Lah : amplily Wn plece of news by & brief blographical
A * publications, activities on freedon of science lines,
Princeton W, m* m cable me whebther you authorize such mﬁ%,
I an keeping in touch with Toni Stolper. %mmmwmm :
about it? If so, leb me lmow., It appesrs important to hat
ghould be cleared W lmtm poseible i tish mﬁm@ bring it to wmm
notice and thereby further complicate issues over hers.

= % = e e = S IR
. o i SRR T B et i B .
e < e e S — — — e




Srend >z

(from a letter to M.P. - Feb, 23, 1956)

=
...the truly historical topicality of our methods springs from the competitive
co-existence initiatives of the Russians which make our crucial distinction of
trade and market a vital need for the West, and possibly the key to a peaceful
co-existence to-morrow, I was always conscious of working for t_he future only
I never suspected it to be so near., I should now expect our methods to be taken
up in my lifetime (!) in order to clarify the possibilities of world co-
operation in practical terms between the various typesrof foreig n trade
monopolies the near future may confront us with. It is not my fault if the
Russian inrush westward finds the West ideologically unprepared and altogether
on the defensive; my program was to prepare superior positions which would
assure a balance or synthesis under relatively Western auspices. But the
awful military danger threatening from the East caused a panic, producing the
11984" leadership of a whole generation. To me the lurid intellectual obscenity
of "M 984" is paralleled only by the Russian trials themselves or (at some
distance) by the ill-famed forgery of the Weisen von Zion of the 1890ies or
180ies., What a calumny of mankind a great writer's minute intellect had here
produced. Believe me, the Weisen van Zion was also produced in good faith,
yet it had its part in the holocaust of Auschwitz. I agree that a forgery
committed by that Tzarist agent should not be comparable to a noble soul's
exaggerated reactions to actual crimes committed by a gi;f;torship. But what
about the responsibility of a generation of intellectuals which honestly
believed Orwell's exegesis to be a document of programmatic dign ity? which
did not recognize the signs of a dangeroug intolerance and a growing nihilistic
defeatism in that work of the typical sentimental atheist? It would be easy to
show that Orwell himself believed the 'Devil's Gospel' - that esoteric secret
creed of the rulers to contain the stark truth, which he himself refused to
subscribe to for reasons he knew he was unable to formulate. Yet the true reason

for this inability of his was no other than his own belief in them, since his pacifism,




his liberalism, his cheap illusionism left him no other alternative. Looked
at in this light, the sway held by "1984" sums up what need be said of 1945-
1955.

A1l that time (which, as you know, I unyieldingly refused to accept
the Russian interim ethics at any point) I was preparing for the future, if ome
there woild be. For a brief period darkness seemed to close in; the Christian
heresy had invented a language of its own. Now the end of Western - Americo-Russian
- materialism is in sight. The world is turning back from the so called
leconomic! to its 'moral and political' axis. Peace and freedom are the domin-
ant concerns of the future.

I am engaged in clearing up one small corner of the field: how to
relativi? again the economic concerm, and subordinate it to those greater
concerns that are looming shead. We have absolutized the economy and are

helpless when called upon to handle it as a mere tool, a secondary concern.
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Notes on Notes as a Hint on Big Subjects: your "N, of ¥." is ingenious,
precise and, in my view, correect. A. conjuncture of the two passions of the
modern age: seicnee and morality makes 4arxist dialeecties auto-reinforcing.
However, your formula merely shows why it can be so., In other words, you
deseribe the double aspeet of all effective faiths , not the specific effect
of the ¥arxist one. Your preblem has besn $o my imowledge solved by the
Princeton theologiam (Jewish) , Taubes, author of Abendlaendische Eschatolo-
gle. Speaking on an obscurs West Huropean Jewish antinomisn ghetto sect
of the 17th (?) ety he rightly linked salvational movements with antinom
ianism (mht:len of changs of the world is mecessarily disapvointeds the
religious soul - redecdem - reacts by rejecting the unredeemed lLaw that has
reasserted itself, This rejestion differs only in degree ,aecording to the
depth of the basic salvational impact. I heard him speak in these terms
ot a Chicago conference on religion (soclologists plus theologians) , End of
Hovember. In apolying his insights (he used historieal, literary -talsudic-
and dogmatic material of hagiolegy) to my own lifewexperience, I recogniszed
the universality of this. Al) reformers (revolutionaries) are bound to be anti-
nowiam, the important cases on record beinz the 16th ety ansbaptista and ‘
the Bﬂsw (the latter , perhaps the only nom sexualistically antinomian
ones ) Now, to my own thoughts . In the Great Tradsformstion (or Origin
of Our Times) in their later editions, I discourse not only on Robert Owen's
peculiar rejection of Christianity, but also (at the very end) on the thres re-
velations, the third of which came to our own time. The transe-ndence of the
nomliatie passion of the 18th-20th eties A.l. 15 achioved himmmgiskim in the
~ discovery ofmmbdmrh society, as I cal) it, - not therefore in & move towards
"idealism”, but towards'realism", as referred to in the phrase'reality of
society”s lLet us talkc sbout that, if you feel like it,my dearest bm! Ke
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FACULTY oF ECONOMIC AnD SOCIAL STUDIES
DOVER STREET

MANCHESTER, 13

/5. Ochotion véfﬂ




I vepret Moig  aw — A ctlbroteon o
“ 4 vy, a ““3/“’/’“—4 Zer et & abyesx
~ b ot M 7 N ot [ f“,{ ek & 2 mow

: 17 M at A Am'{‘l;

wate b /tw»wu% 4,,,/{4,_4,( e gudy w"/«ao».,;._
‘7 Ml 40'7. L s Lo/u. bw. $ln o : ¢ :
o ;

Cuyresd ) Jplae, or -m/ﬁ.,‘f.t(,... N Trtos. o vay 7"\-.‘§

A Jmy e bt flomusir & vimh Loa, v Rprie | Wad of 17T
‘.!:'Aq-t&'a-uyw‘& /V...aynfwll. wa;_ wg

[ a4 Aol /.ud-‘fn alne  sa éﬂh,ﬁ /«4‘ ‘*f""‘ " wam / m"""




Michael Karl Polanyi
Letter from Kaxk Polanyi to his kxmkhex, dated 15 October, 1956

My dear Brother,

It is a curious fact that I never seem to have time to think of it that I am
getting old. So today I feel 1like looking round as for an object misplaced, in
search of the years that have gone by in which I hardly saw you or heard of you.

As a rule I am rather complacent about being hard at work every day and being torn
between rival obligations, without an empty hour. But today I am painfully aware
of this excessive preoccupation, but for which I surely could have shared more of
my life with you and perhaps - who knows? - could be with you today on your 70th
birthday. But my sadness should cast no shadow on this merry occasion. Nor could
it, since it is only a sense of belonging to you in spite of all these distances

and long separatiomns.

I regret being away from the celebration of your 70th birthday because I
believe that your life is a mystery, a magnificent mystery which is about to reveal
itself, just now. It has been noble, happy - but not quite of this world. I feel
that it is now touching ground at last, taxiing safely along the comforting runway.
I am full of joy at the thought that John is there with you and will tell me all about
ik He has a great affection fof you and will be thoroughly suffused with the many
impressions of the day. I do hope no shadow will disturb it, no illness, no pain,
no disappointment. May you feel just comfortable. I have started enjoying it and
you should follow my recipe. Every night that I go to bed in good health, I think
of it gratefully. I think of those who lack it and pray for them, perhaps com-
placently. But yet I wish you this sinful sense of comfort. Let Adenauer and
Dulles rish about and carry the cares they so avidly hunt for. You relax by a
wiser choice! My dear Karli, I wish you every blessing in the world.

About a week ago I saw Bi' in Paris and we talked about you. She will write
to you to congratulate you 4 days too late. She had the date wrong and I was not
sure myself till I enquired to John, or rather of Ilona via John. Bé says you and

Ilona are both planning to visit Europe in April. What of it? I hope to see you



in New York at the beginning of January and perhaps also in Toronto just before
returning to England. There is no space left, but anyway I am bad at signing
my sentiment. Still, my love to you both.

Misi
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5th. January, 19%8.

My deat brother =
- A 17 page letter (plus enclosure) mailed beginning of December and addressed to

o your university address must have got lost - what a pity. I was elaborating on my
old discussion with Mises, on the”Young Hegel''(§. Iukaes, 19.8); the early Mass MaR¥

("New Reseerel* No. 2) and similar topicalities. Alse I warned you off your ILenin
myth concerning Marx's 1875 ‘Critique of the Gotha Programme.”’ It was translated by
P,«Stfuve into Russian about 1893 or 9L and became focal to lenglin's early work on
the Program of the Russianoc.-Dem, Party, which he drafted in prison, starting Ml‘é

1895.

Thanks for the Norman Céhen book. He makes out a ease for the very late start
of social revolutionary movements under the fH4ff aegis of popular nillen’{nism.
This is both new gnd important (ea. 1380 A.D., pages 209, 213 ff.).

Interest in Ilona's ‘Anthology is on the increase. W. Auden is undertaking to
look inte the position in the U.S. ; the Canadians are wedl started; & selection of
some half-doZen show pieces are supposed to be published soon in a literary periodical.
Also the Canadian Broadeasting Corporation is planning a full dress Pprogram. Stephen
Spender hss not as yet answered whether he considered printing Illyes's " Ode to
Bartdk" in 'Encounter’ ( Ilona wrote to him some time ago and enclosed Wargaret
Avison's Translation) We wonder whether he is not #mt of the country? (Copy of her
letter went to Tgnoftls Pali Smaho Zoltan).

Coluwtbia ]

Prospects of our projeet continuidg for several years are hot bad. I liked
very much your sugrestion that Princeton should offer a fellowship to me. By a
coincidence (and to my great surprise) that very thing happened just before receipt
of your letter (or rather T was asked by McIver whether I would consider going to
the Princeton Institute). T declined, since nothing had changed in regard to the
obstacles which prevented me from accepting the Whitney Professorship. There was of
course, no possible connection between Hacker's invitation to you and the suggestion
made to me. Since I instantly refused, I didn't inquire into detail. Nevertheless,
it gave your remark a glittering pointe.

true weakness of the West - its
of the growing threat to all =
eered by the West - , premium is set
was inveigled to trust itself te the

Kennan's position is soundly based
lack of a moral orientation. On the bae
enormously enhanced by the A & H porali
on the offer of A WAY OUT. Instead the
assumed moral superiority of the West. was a wasting asset, if it existed at
all. A complete break with this period idolescence is needed today. We can get
a long period of respite from war for the asking. Now that ffussian Bolshevism has
lost its glamor for those who were mesmerized by it, nothing but the monumental
moral failure of the West ean restore its world historiegl prestige. Krushfchev
has made a clean brest of Stalin's erimes. Whe in the West is going to denounce our
own crimes? Kennan has opened the door. Who is going to walk through it?

g e, e ey o ey -
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Unless we re-humanize now,we will survive for another few centuries ibﬁout

knowing what-for. The danger is that the present danger will pass and have passed
in vain. The Roman Church has been often rejuvensded from filth ahd decay. The
West must transcend so®ialism by living up to the danger beyond it -~ the loss of
freedom in a technological civilization. I have run out of paper....

(A

Lom K.

P.S. Your peculiar views on Russian socialism as being essentially (a market-
economy and ;therefore, only) an other form of eapitalism but accompanied by a
nefarious ideology, should make it an acceptable position to "transcend" socialism
by declaring neutral in the competition of economic systems - J .8F Mil1 "On Liberty"
did so, expressly declaring that whether Mtlrada was governmental or private, was
not an issue of liberty (though he refewred the latter alternative). My positiam
is I suppose somewhat akin te E,P.“Thompson's in "New Reasoner" No. 1 headed cdfled
"Socialist Humanism" (the first few pages of which are very much worth reading)
Incgdentally, in my last ( given up ag,lost) letter %o you, T made fun of
Faludy's frisrase " Ruyhen Sz olva  Hlhalaely 7 "
in reference to Karl Marx. This struck me as provincialism at its smuggest. Maybe
I have Been overfeeding on Hegel these d,ys, which has made me pasidiad=ie unduly
partial to Marx.

Hevs

0w Lask w. sod
I hope my way of formulating the post-Kennszn speechu—aﬂk is not too
gbhorrgnt to you for T'd geled gladly enlarge on it should you be in a tolerant
IﬁO‘, s 5

Please do write soon again -
A11 love = K.

P.S. on I;em{in. You may be of course right (newly published letters or something -
in scholarship everything is possible) but I expressly looked up 'State & Revolutiont
and found the jibes against bourgois scholars unrelated to this matter. Or did you
simply rely on a 'religble informant'? In that case he did you a bad turn, so it
looks to me.

=4 rL On the Mises Lonundrum there's a very interesting comment in Yaurice Dobb's .

Introduction to the second edition of his own mmrip‘t on USSR economy. He gives valid

goad) reasons why good economics (i.e.,rhis owm, non-Varxian sor ) do not apply to

the Soviet economy! (Me ha? 6asw é’ g« G Q"“’“""t by "o C.P .

EFN W's %o~ Lo Sseal Q ‘es . MNe w3 5GI o /<Qj£"7°
f ‘ Ousasl ‘.h OQQMT& , L dowdtd o
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Unless we re-humanize now we will survive for another few centuries without
knowing what-for. The dangé?'!s that the present danger will pass—and have passed
in vaine. The Roman Church has been often rejuvendéed from filth abd decay. The
West must transcend soialism by living up to the danger beyond it - the loss of
freedom in a technological civilization. I have run out of paper....

ILove= X,

P.S. Your peculiar views on Russian socialism as being essentially (a market—

economy and therefore, only) an other form of capitalism but accompanied by a
nefarious ideology, should make it an acceptable position to "transcend" socialism

by declaring neutral in the competition of economic systems - J.§k Mill "On Liberty"
did so, expressly declaring that whether trade was governmental or private, was

not an issue of liberty (though he prefeeeed the latter alternative). My positikm

is I suppose somewhat akin to E.P. Thompson's in "New Reasoner" No. 1 headed Qu(iﬂﬂcp
"86cialist Humanism" (the first few pages of which are very much worth reading)
Incddentally, in last (now iven up g lost) letter to you, I made fun of

Faludy's " (ogelabis (: "";i"‘ Lo tidhablad oW~ "

in reference to Karl Mdrx. Phis struck me as provincialism at its smuggest. Maybe
I have Been overfeeding on Hegel these d,ys, which has made me perdiai-be unduly
partial to Marx.

"

T hope my way of formulating the post-Kennsn speeches-task is not too
abhorrant to you for I'd gwied gladly enlarge on it should you be in a tolerant
mood,

Please do write soon again -
A1l love - K.

P.S. on lephin. You may be of course right (newly published letters or something -
in scholapship everything is possible) but I expressly looked up 'State & Revolution
and found the jibes against bourgois scholars unrelated to this matter. Or did you
simply rely on a 'religble informant'? In that case he did you a bad turn, so it

looks to me.

On the Mises Conundrum there's a very interesting comment in Maurice Dobb's
Introduction to the second edition of his own manuseript on USSR economy. He gives
good reasons why good economics (i.e., his own non-Marxian sort) do not apply to
the Soviet economy! e
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i Your withdrawal to Merton brought us a letter (Iluna's) of the

f.ﬁ;kind that helps life all round., There were those years when I - my con-

fused self - had you living beside me, a young saint; there was some
selflessness stored inside me, but all it produced was a great love for
you, a dedication which was a governing passion over many & year to
come; later, still in our youth, life hurt you, I was unable to see it
otherwise than that our dimmbdy own family fell vietim of a confused
ideal of & good life. My passion for sevice became an ingredient in a
gtudents' movement which introduced in Hungary a faint echo of the
Russian revolutionary commitment to a cause. The intellectual proletar-
iat, mainly Jewish, of small-town background, was aifected by, and in-
fused with, & spirit of selfless dedication to the spi:it of a movement
in that Waste Land, It was a different strata, the forerununer of that
Populist Wovement which, 30 years later did its regenerative work on

a vastly larger seale in an entirely different surroundings. Actually,
I was engaged in an effort which I now recognize in its true character -
the reconditioning of a morally destitute people. This was not done out
of patriotiem. I was moved by humanism. I leave it at these flashes of
ingight . Recently gestures purporting similar recognitions reached me
from the other, the Populist, shore.

In feiling health, I am reminding us how our separate lives vwere
to us both as massive pillars over which arched an invisible bridge of £
beauty: or separate singularity, in silence.

To me great happiness was to come in a complete life. There is
return to achievement, Also to a mother country which I now love. Ilona
and T have decided that our nemes shall be linked, despite our separate.
pastss in the anthology of the new Hungarisn poets. This aet will sur-
vive us., It seems that my daughter, another surprise, will in a vague
and yet significant way mske use of my wowk. It made me think of you
and your younger son, But I want also clarity to illuminate that bridge
of silence so that the setting dusk obsecure it not., Very little is lack-
ing, fornthere was no misunderstanding between us ever, nothing but the
separateness due to my hmm limitations, my long fumbling in life.
History has outflanked that fumbling. Even if nothing could be done
about it, it should not remain unsaid.

The great objeet whieh makes me break the fifty years' rule of
mutual non-intervention is thiss It falls under one of your instances
in the 'Encounter' piece you wanted me to read: that the fading of
radical scepticism sllows nationalism to resuscitate. Bmmmp True. 1956
re-gonquered me for rungary. More than that: It gave me & mother country
(because I had never quite belonged to Hungary; the first language I
heard spoken, though I did not yet speak it, was Germen, I supposes the
second was Inglish; Hungarian reached me together with French. That's
why my roots were not in the Hungarisn soil whieh I touched only at tae
age of 12, in the Gymnasium.) I admire the fighters of October, I am
proud of Gimes Miklds, son of my own Galileist friemd. They have re-
deemed Hungary, a nonspeople, from Ady's 'gzégyenkaloda', the *stocks'
of history. Unexpectedly, after "listening to the breathing of mankind",
I find myself straining to distinguish one people's moaning. Hence the
anthology, the seeking for the mot juste In the sleepless hours, the
epic of penetrating the meaning of poems to deeypher the patterns of
lives - the inner lives - of their authors, whose stutterings and
hopes revealed reborn souls, the raw material of history still to be.

T am a British friend of Fungary. The Yugoslavs may be a sturdier race.
The Poles have more polished gifts. But the Hungarians have my affectiorn
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I remember the depths from which they rose: a Magyar-Jewish mongrel, not
deserving to be fully accepted as morally civilized, bearing the ‘'stamp!
of the ethically defective, victims of the backyard standards of a chure
end aristocracy, whose heart (?] was elsewhere. A nobility, fitted with
false pride, but without self-respect, linked to the West by a half-
assimilated Jewry, not truly Western, and yet hindered in melting into
the Wagyar stoek, in joining together the healthy ingradients of both
into a mixture pregnant with possibilities of a great Lastern HEuropean
people, (The Galilei was the only approximation of an entelechy of immmh
Russia's revolutionary Jewish emancipation.) And yet the Magyar stock
too was denaturalized by the hothouse brood of a second-class foreign
intelligentzia which pre-digested the valuable Western experiences
Hungary required to nourish its peasant stock's rich undergrowth. (May-
be the throne was the deliberate mal-mixer of the strata of its semi-
colonial dommimp domain, safe only as oong as unsound at oorg.)-ggg \E:zmt
oble beatuty shines now forth from its wasted traits! And t »

that overgrown deling@ent teen-ager of the Seven Continents now foster-
ing (the Habsburg way) that hateful Wagyar-Jewish miscegenation of
corruptions in the Hungarian emigrastion. Do not be misled by this colour-
ful language to take for an excited impressionism what is actually deep
concern over the hideous excrescences of a lapse into immorality of
Hungarian emigré strata. When you were here last I warned you to dis- ‘
eéntangle yourself from the parasites of the Cold War for the sake of your
commitments to your new message embodied in the recent works and which
demands a personal witness to high character in order to get the ear of
those to whom in truth it is directed. What disturbed me most was your
gesture of disidentification . You said you didn't read that Hungarien
Literary Gazette, which is the financial orgaaizigg,q&@&f of that fester-
ing sore. But let us ignore these accompaniments of using money (and
much too mueh of it) to further the morsl aspects of what are really
immature power policies, Your personal aloofness from goings-on was ;
employed to draw on you responsibilities of mg the disboursers of moneys
to Catriona's father and his shoddy pretences of noble loyalties, Un-
fortunately, I could not go on like this without pointing up those low-
points of Western culture - the American gutter press - that was allowed
to infiltrate the mother countries of the West (at the hand of some :
artual achievements.)vI would not be your brother if I did not know how
bitterly you must have suffered from the routine of American promotion
which relggates the Muses to the status of the Marquis de Sade's victims.

< 4J AATE HATAR of

vlist and revisionist cause.

What ails me is not/a literary, nor of any esthetiec purport, nor is
it strietly speaking the pertaining to the political interests of Hungary
that are of course sold down the river in great power policy, both prota-
gonists being absulutel self-regarding when it comes to "business"., Ny
interest is in the moral vglues represented by the’martyrs of the popu-

:7%ﬁé group around "Uj Latdhatér" and around
any genuine repositories of Nagy Imre policies are, of course, of in-
comparable value for any future independent Hungarian policy line both
(1) externally and (2) internally. The first requires avoidance of dir-
ect or indirect dependance on American money, the second is to unite on
broadly common grounds all not Stalinist and not Windszentyist moral
forces in the country. The latter question involves a modus vivendi in

Bﬁéz

e, Jewish question, Hence the significance of the Populist leadership's
determination to & reconciliation over the latter. Here lies the
central aignificance of the "Debate on the Populist writers" featured
in "Uj L&tOhatdr". I urge you to give some care to the reading of Ignotus
two pieces with which the debate opened, and the pieces of Marton Laszlé ‘
the Interview with Zilshy Lajos, in Nos.3May-June and 4,(July-August)/

&, L




respectively, 1959. No issue of *
- period contained any reaction to
ever, in "Népszava", Ivanyi Grinw

Irodalmi Ujsag" published over this
these sensational publications., How-
ald Béla , the historian wrote under

the title "Gombbs legenda" a grave attack against Zilahy, avoiding any

mention of either
“Tungarian Writer
the "Irodalmi Ujs

(ﬁemaina obscure to

around "Uj L&tS

dhiming Ignotus or of

Zilghi's resignation from the
This fact has been suppressed hp in

Ass, Abroad",
*y too. These items se

the uninformed reader.
(] 1 3

a8 petty as their purport
%gge roup of young state

8€ from theé London fount of

5

ﬂ ggrrupfion are the hope of Hungary. Insofar as they appear to absorb the
/ T%j?ﬁﬁa\iﬁfaiigziﬁgf§gﬁggiEﬁ%gaif revisionism, they may be, for all
wgqggn know, also the hope of the wo%igj
TIre THE B EV/E Wy

ou had Peter Kende and "associates mail maﬁzhgrggzgg!}which I found
very interesting. Thank you. I will tell them probably that I believe
your concluding paragraphs in "Encounter®, Sept. 1959, under the title
"Seed beneath the snow" to be essentially true, as far as they go. Yet,
the danger that American money may be already on the move to buy up mnobe
another seed of the future, and thus change the bread of life to poison,
made my blood freeze. So that you see the Hungarian interest clearly and
the points at which they are endangered by foreign interests (apart from
the obvious clash with the occupying power) :

(1) the manipulation of Jewish viewpoints as & means of
internal unity of all the sane elements;

2) The manipulation of all socislist reconstruction forces of the
intelleet and of morality so as to sabotage the elimination of the Cold ® ‘
War, is an obvious danger to Hungarian external interests. ST -

sabotﬁkeing \

Have you read Németh Tdsz18:
light on Hungary, and, potentially,

s novel "igetd mszter"? It means new
on the world.

Let me have some reassurance on The Review, if possible, soon.
8¢e you soon, dear brother,

Ke

i fh{ {»‘f.f'“» by & :.'-:- % ‘{:;SA\JL{j LAt {
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from a letter to M.P. 2nd Jan. 1960

P.S. My darling Misi, thanks for your prompt action om "The vaiew".\ka
Indeed it seems to me they have here a unique chance of improving o
on the moral pattern of contemporary socialism at a time'ﬁhen almostg\'
entirely by virtue of the peace, the colonial and the world economw E
issues the influence of the socialist powers may very well spread =

suddenly. Revisionism has no time to waste if it is to shape socialis&

culture im—%iwe on a libertarian and humanist pattern. An immense 2 b

=il
intellectual feat is required of them, namely, to grasp the break bett

~ween the treditional soecialist movement (almost in abeyance to-day)‘é

" the entirely different directions of existence from which it now

reaches mankind as an-aggregation'of external cogemeies. World hisgsry“
has still to spring its greatest surprises on ma our generation. Thisih
ig a time for greatness, which is served on a platter, Even the Small-
est He in England hag a wéfning voive to utter. Western Europé as =
it struck me on my brief visit to England and the Continent is not
half as much threatened by culturél disintegration as the U.S. It

has aﬁready paid the price. Bssentiallyy—boththe class war and the

e e

..___——____-

e =5 “The ne danger threatens 1mmediataly

e T — —

——— A mm—

from the intellectual failure of the West, Love, x.




Mésolat

1961 jan 14.

Kedves Misikém,

megjottink a vilédg vég§ir§1, mi Ujévkor, Te vagy egy héttel ré.
Pesten Stvenkét év elgttl diaktéarsaim melegen fogadtak. KilsSleg nagyon,
gelsﬁleg gsemmit sem valtoztak. A november 4.iki orosz betorést az orszég
gllaga még nem heverte ki, Szocialista tipusu kozgardasdg.al mandebkegbom
g%ﬁjall&m a leplezett kiiluralmat mindenféle més orszégnél rosszabbul

TJa.

Viinchenben az "Uj ILétdhatér szerkeszt8it ldtogattuk meg, Wildndban
az Il Ponte magyar kﬁlﬁnszémﬁn&k,a szerkesztd jét, Valianit, & Ghustizia
- L;berta egyik volt rezisztencia vezérét. RFét nagyon megjavult forméban
taléltuk. Londonban visszajovet a"Plough and the Pen® érdekében Routledge
‘knél eljfrtunk, eredménytelenil. Worman Franklin nyiltan kozdlte vellink
hogy az Ignotusék ellenségessége olyen kritikai boykottal fenyegeti a
konyvet, amelynek alighg teheti ki magét a kiadd (Xs ezt miutén a koz-
gylilésik mibmmbdmont hatarozaxkéytelanlég miatt nem volt megtarthatd).
torontdi kisddnk Yorman Franklin kérdésére azt valaszolta nagmpmmmmbmn
neki hogy "rendkivil er8sen" (extremely) érdekl8dnek a konyv irént.
Tondonban Juhész “erenccel és Tamasi fronnal taldlkoztunk, akit Pesten is
felkerestiink. igyvellre azonban,még minﬁig gy 811 a dolug hogy ahové
esak a cs8fdbe kerilt Magyar Irok Sgovetsege KUlfoldon befolyasa elér,
mindenhol sikeriilt megekadalyoznia az uj magyar irodalom remekeinek angll
k5z1ését., 1 jaratban Téged sem kiméltek; éppen egy éve anunak, hogy Lncezi
indre Grantéknal felkeresett engem hogy hangsilyozottan koz0lje velem ,
hogy he becsiljem le befolyasodat An liaban, ahol Te egy hatalom vagy.
Vajjonn megkérdezted-e 8t hogy mi jogon merészkedett engem a sajat
bcsémmel fenyegetni? ,

Persze kozdélet: ember mindenfélének ki van téve,

Nagy Sromomre szolgat hogy Toni Stolper konyve rgndkivﬁli sikert
ért,mbm Azzal tisztelt meg ezekben az években hogy tandcsot kért tSlem
& kézirata ligyében, Amikor ide latogatott nozzdnk a régi kedvessége cse
megfért jol politikai azenvgdélyességével. i e ‘

Réesen atutazve Yarikat min@két izben lattuk. Igen jOo alléasbe

jutott végre., Hans Thirring al;ﬂadaaét hallgattuk meg, aki & Pugwash
konferenciarsl jovet Johnny-rdl mesélt és Udvozleteket klildott nexi.
521 1érd nukleAris kontrol Otletének bgen népszeri terjesrtését vallalta
8z "Arbeiter-zeitung"ban. Fiad “Globe and Wail" cikkeil remélem olvasta
ha nem, megkildjiik Neked azokat., Wevés ilyen okos és szellemesen irt me
beszélést olvastam méz e tédrgyrdl. Remek tollat forgat. .53

Az engem témogatd amerikai slapitvanyok nem folytattak az iden
tamogatésukat (Am. Phil., Soc., @s Social Science Research Council). £p
ujév el8tt kaptam meg dontésiket. Alapos koriiltekintéds utan alighamem
most majd mas forrédsokhoz galyamedok majd. Zgyekdre nyugdijunkra vagy-
unk utalva, de persze utazasra, segitségre stb. nem telik. Lzzel kap-
csolatban egy csekély pénzigyet kellesz felhoznom. Emlékszel talan
még hogy egyszer amikor vératlanul jobbra fordultak a financialm meg-
kiildtem Neked régi edéssdgaimat (vagy 75 fontot) de senkinex se kellel
& pénz, hit visszakiildted a felét azzal hogy ha valsha a mésik felére
részorulnék, rendelkezésemre all, Hat Visikém, mit tesz Isten, alighaneu
most részorulunk. Hit nagyon kérnélek, he teheted, utald at a B37.10 Bar
elay;a @ank. Upper Holloway Branch, 7, Highgate Hill, London, N, 19
a szamlamra. ,

Cambridgeben Joan Robinson-t ési.l. Carr-t latogattuk meg.

I é

méged hidba hivtunk Oxfordban elutazésunk elStt, az esetre -
ha még otthon volndtok. De persze nem volt valasz. e
wMauzi tudomdnyos hagyatékime dolgdban a M.T.A, TOrténsttud. I g
setében eljéirtam Ilondval, De err§l legkdzelébb. Johnny és \ ~
sokszor hallunk fel”lik. 3 . g =
lel v, " k
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~belonzs - :
Your own arzument reullj Anhs into a d1f¢°;
ent CQlteXu,'“lt seems to me. Your réejdefing
tion of ths \ngOlO‘j of...the faith, (the g;d}
dition and the" idealg 'underljlng much of
our civilization ig certainly valid , and hag
)1ts great .value in ) °1uc1dat1m§ X the ?
driving forces of toke rance ‘and” liberali
ism. in some 9= itks ‘ini‘st expressiorms,
' but yoy shaiid’ regist'tna temptation of uslﬁ
tais peculiar ﬁmnﬂd“lnolﬂht in a highly
slog anlved fashion " to ar wiely - i
5 still think you showis
cut thebeg'nn'n; Wiich is much too slow
sayhow 4, and 3ai LI\&pace for your own Subjeqa
ject iz., {g;, fra41tlon and 1‘eals
with som wa ¢ less dragon illing tbut So.ze
whttl more enlightenment ofthe iﬂ;tbpdlj
benighted gentemporarles. You calld gvill
keep your slashinz gttaexs on your special
drageon out at the same time mate  s.re

—f.

that the zizt of v Fyour own creative thar zht i

has Leen put over y Waatever the consejuence

CES _¥our auiience may have drazn from 1t i

( I dont béiEve that the reference tg |
Common: Law sneds any hléht on the matter

as it now runs, tnolka xNow  -from collster
e teral recding. thnat You have a very iateres

ing theory sn +he suogect)

Jhy not ds this? Answer the Coutlnpntzl
By pointins Jut tiaat” the veryscience he bases
his - 1 politicy v on wase result of tolerf
ance and the belief in ideal values? And
mention, in 2q clusion, that thisisthe view
science itseclf tenzg Bile ant =“g®m to take
of 1its own nature This would allow oy
to ke r92!1“50"7310”7091 in voar aréum,ntaf
and thus  tp =uy your ideas in their na* ures
ral cao text. =;intually , you. wowld finish ug

'.

with a reference -to science , that isyour

3(

orn field.... However, Please disregari ths
these rewmarxs conmc lenmly df thej dont fit
in with wgur true 1nteﬂt10ns .

The oroofo o¢:tne book have arrlvedi
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print seems to imporve the strle . Kenneth

“Muir whomI saw inleeds .seems. now ~to thann

think that -it shald stand ab it ia.. Curiis
Rrown, the agents are submitting itw=in:a day
or two to Macmillans (J.A. Hawgood {is
wiiting Daniel Macmillan about it -

Your suggestions about the possiblityo

. anaprointment have set me think furiously. Do

you not  hinx that I snaald see the laster §
apbout it? He would pe. interveiwed, inrega 4 t

to my person ,also he is very closily connecg.
ted with Nuffield College? 1 dont  want  to bk o

petlate! this time, if I can avoid it., Un-
sortunately I am not very good at dealingy

with my own private affairs and feel verd

much innesd of adviee.’ L .
: Should you know of aay opening afina ¥
‘pnft - -in a statistical and planning depar tmeri
of one of our big molern undertaxings, I
"ghould Dbe very glai if you cax ld introudce §
Kari with the people. T am  rather concernedsy
that if she taxes up industry again , she 3
would not only get out of ta1 ch with her
secial Tield which is stuatistics, btut
s3lso over s<rain herself phvsicd.ly( she hal
phnanhp several — rather severe breakx downste-x
fore we Treturned to tais contry). She seems tof
feel in the same way as I 4o and I Know 'she%

would be grateful to your £ArY BAXSE LB/

for your help., 1 am xeeping in touch with E“'“/

the authorities on her account , oput the
essentialthink in this ease is tofind the
proper jab oneself privately. Of course, ICIZ
ond similar lar e con bines are first preferenc
co8, -asedriing %o Durbin, wnom 1 spogLe on
the ratier, the dsmand Ifér able gpeople is
great . He advised auins ' welfare statis
tistics ' and for ‘'statistical plus palnnin
depx: tments. She 1is taxing pa t-finals 1in
June , but cannot join t he forces ,since
she was born in lgzsy,which happens to be t
thebanned VEeAr s

The Karolyi movment is maKinT . 9
Do tell me wat , if anythinz ¥
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