Benninzton College ,Bennington,Vte. > .~ PFebruary 23rd,1941.
Dear Kari , my dearest daughter- last night there was aPriy at the Praldent 8
octenegibly to meet a trustee ofours {( ne happens to be editor of Harper's
Magazine) , but actually to introduce mother to the facullyy. You sha ld have
Dbeen there $0 see how fhey all secretly came up to me to congratulbe me on
mother; , for they were utterly overwhelmened by her charm and intel&igence,
and ® reonatitys. Bhe was vprecisely the opposite of eveything they probably
were afraid of i and -, under -the circumstanceg, not quite without reason, That
che Wwould  be at least ow of the follw ing thinge; ' heroic''militadh'tpetheticd
tenthusiastic' ' iker st ing ' ' cédnventional '. or ' uUnconventional', Now she -
ahppened to be none of theee , but ae unenthusiasite, watter of fact, unemgtifon-
al @nd competent as anything could be, It was a trewendous success , and will.
make it very much easier @for wotle r to’do the work she wishees to do and to be
free to use everything tﬁ [er ownpnuunRERn purpose. : '

[
& -

We hexve cowe up lNere &owe eix weeks ago i, and 't tfook us some time to start
out( although we £itied ourselves within a few hours fromWodlwotth and then
introddced the best tected Kingsview methods to cut things short). This is' a
huge apartment - takem f6r you toe, darling= and we have the tunm of the’house-
ag We never had it, because there was never any room to run in the house., The:
= Buik se -in- wh;chﬁimncua.w&_grnmjna _an. the mlyah of the hack epg_tw
where there muct bealleak in the roof, is our deareft fiimemA friend 3y the fierce
winter ices andsnowe have not yet gone s and o mether is not getfing half aesu
much drwing dssons as . Ivsliould 1like 'to.glve her, Shé bs tearnlng/very easlly
the EIf tuirned out to-be very wuch like a motor garubobdrive. = it Abtuallys
but. for the absence of any change te get ezpereincerin traffic , she would be
alrgady-able fto take her fest very oon 3 “but in theeecountry palces the high
ways are exieiely dawerous: = one is nof’ allowed to-learn on them- and no 6ther
traffic gontolled etreets’dre avialablea That's why it quite a problem to
find outchéw toiledrn ;-iu town separate Btreets aré secluded for Isarundps,

80 about four weeks ago I began writing , and to «morrow I iotend to.gde to-

Yew York to hend the Intorudction and the first three chapters to the publi-

ehers Guriougly i edough, :itie ot a dzaft , but* a ' finished text , Teady

for “rxnt. Oftue manyosurprises the writingowas cennected with | this'ic oneav: s

Whep ' wother arrived 'y2I"had only an-outline, in 26 chapters, - appr. 20,000 words
. T'vagaaly ifended fo Amplify it and '‘make it turee fimes "ae long , before starﬁlwv

out’ tomrzte hhu  the booke Bt hardly ‘had: a2l cstesfed out, I ‘ehafizced. my mind

and - =lwply wrote Ghe first chapter, which &t once settled  the books ¥or now

I ¥new waa &t I had dot eveln sucpected hefifre,na mely 3 the 1en‘th shape and . -
»"ghinrester of thé books So 3 0y darlvng §-now "I een tell ydu. Tt is goingite b&
*galled- 'LIBERAL TUIOPIA 4 Origing of the Gataclyv@. Tt will be’ avery ctralaht

forward, simple s,,u,,,‘ gasg V to read Pnd ma1n1ymE storical_in character ,'ra-‘

3 tha il xjﬁmux‘! Resalntien s Sbaanham-

Tsad o°. “Bulotid tve Lntrounctory cq°“fér Wlll deal witlg the Hundred Years Peace
am’  the 'Y Coneervative ':”wantlehg Revolutionary * Thiritec'. 'Thé 'lact dhavtere
deal with AmeriexRussia , the hist éry of econowic itheory and the -histpy of ~the
theory of "the 1liberal state. It endcup with " the formulation of 'a mew concbet-of
free dom, the reform of huwan consciousness -, the iranscemdimg of Gh~fctiﬂntv,
The reixucutre is extrewmely: °  strict and formal , The bulk"of the-book’
called ‘*-Risge and ¥ 11l "0of Market~ Economy' and‘takes-some ‘20 chpaters of tae25.
It consdfsté~of three sections: A. Batanic Mills B, S€1f.-protection of society.
8. Deadlocks - There will be’'no footnotes , but all Annexes will be:-added at
the ehd-with 'all notes yndercchapter headings j tmeﬁ‘ notes ‘will be full , afd
very much-opart O0f the bookjwritten soas to be fead* with guete, even ' separatelys
I wont do anv extneisve EEPdlwg any more , ifIl cann03ﬂ1b1v avowd it, but only
the reading needed to chack 211 my statements inso far:ras the wri thg takes one
beydndthe original scope .:7The book will have appro 500 pagess,

-
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Mother mae the greatest help imaginable . She typed the fresh MS vages for me
£0  that T-could at once correct apnd rewrite t hem myfelf § she lisftened to every
two_or three:piges as they were writfen , which is a fZremendous thing , for

it acgists one to. sea exantly WhpLe you are. And. she wae so - -
s £ aE 80 encouraging as ;
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we- know, only she ~g&n be. In America  the title will hove tob e different
for here libherzl means progreseive , or more preciselywh t radical meant
 in Evngland until not -longagoe (By radical they wean here — an anarchist or
raa communist; while the  English term lib-ral is untrauslatable: into Aumericean
unleesyou say lai'ssez- fddre,or mmem Wore B6ten:a cong rvativel) Hoover €ela4’
is calleda councservative because he is aliberall Tntne Engtish sense); while:
Roosevell is @ 1led a2 liberal , meaning thW-t he is for the New Deale, Therefore
¢ § LIBERAL UTOPTIA would be tkaen tomean an attack on the gupporters of the New
‘s .;Deal~ which would be almcest the oppoeite of mv purvose. I-intend to call it
S here - THE GREAT TRSNFORMATION . Origing of the ' Cataclyst.

college dav .. Nexttime 'I will {ry to answer vyour lééter
much in it that I felt as if I now had several tives . You -seem to” under '~
P\sstand wat you are giving ~us when you tell ue what you think andfeels W€ are
3fe%§ﬁns glothed Dbyyou, that's how #& feels . I"Maurisewiill understang
€\
S
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(3. Mother finds teachingvery easy , and , I believe, does it extremely.
b s ells The great advantage is , of course, that she now studies all time
~Ystuff au fond, which gives her the all- round assurance she needed. Al-

t

' Now I am rucshing off to bed s for mother starts to —morrow on her first
;3 there was so &

B

hough she is very busy , she seems to not too tired in the afternoons,
I drive her to college - sowe 5 miles frowm here- in themorning and eall :.
for her at 5.p.m. The lanes of Verwont are all snow and ice yet, but ..

g we prefer them to the high way , for the view of the mountains isobnbstructec

Y

e § :

: Today I amgoing through the samples of Notes that are designed to take
the place offootnotes in the bookse The text of the book is seemingly so

with their putple and ultramarine breaking through the pattern of frosty
*§§§simple and unsophisticated that unless definite pooofg of a thorough
R
>

AAtLgA

-

forest, -
*Jacquaintance with the metter itself is givam, it might be unconvincing ,
for the anhnal views put forward in that harmiea guise are actaally

as provqQecative as anything could bes

By
W ¥

I just had Misi's brilliant article on The Growth of Thought in Societv,
I believe his contrast of corporative and -dynamic order to be a real contrs
butionto sodology. But as usualljheentirely misreads the refew nce of the
gdiscovery interms of topical problems . It is peeedsels t =
planners inAmerica , and all intellggent socialists who will agree to his
‘dbasic distinection while naturall re jecting the unwarranted assumption(in
Uno way stpported by the argument¥ that it is precisely the present form -
. yof market-economy which fulfils the requirements .of the postul teimplied
I /in that dis tinctions His wost effective destruction of the pseddo=Marxist
Q o illiteracies of Hogben .and Bernal does né affeet this propsition.I am
sure that Bernalhas never given 'half an hours study to the philosophic
'§"§writings‘of Marx.., and that the new fangled dialectical materialism of

the Victorianperiod of the Russian Revolutionm is all he knows about ~ it.

™ But for thewe crudities, all too easy to demolish, Misi wouldnot be in the

% ~position to boost‘ laissez- faire on the strength of hiw refutation of
Q\Hogben and Bernals : 3
B
; : Your loving father..
. ’ . ‘
3 < J/el,
7 AD" "S”?f ﬂ-ﬂ—% Z" (‘m?‘ ch;_‘yw AU CW~ veaytfr
;§~ T dvkiy o Preln e bopo o DYy ag  En Bio (ﬁ%ﬁ T LD
Gy ORITEOTY P INY, D e Ty g B Pty P
2 = S 'S _‘_.—Vgg;'*‘z‘?ssi-—f\“’f" e NG 2 : s : \’\.Q > \i&_.:%“_¥<i
- o & > N




F I

i

L4
|
X

BN

P (ORRIGRAE L2 ST R 7 S Gy B T T i
¥ .. et 1 v y A 3 . 2 mw«




AR

\E & :
R\ I i |
G B : 3 "~

, /e

o TR { Zaha bo¥ w\ ( .\ ($546

§2 2
e
&
;]

Iy
L




































To Kari April 25 1960

Notes on Premature Resignation

The revealed reality of death is the ultimate source of
the excuses for an empty life. The response of creative man
is to fill that void through work and the permenance of achieve-
ment. Hense art and poetry, science and philosovphy, the self
sacrifice of the true soul.

The revealed reality of internal 1life and the probability
of external death is again a source of the exzcuse of predesti-
nation. The response of creative man is the conquor the world
of the spirit for his domicile, and the acquire the fullness
of life. : e

The revealed reality}nf,socieby~is‘a’thriﬁ temptation to
a lifg/ofwunrealify,'té/empty it is the exploration of freedom
'éné«remeverthﬁ»challeﬂge of that freedom by omr—eaet—ofulrtimat—e—
sloth masquarading as superiod wisdom.

The creative process conquored physical death through work,
art and the lasting acts of the soul. The reality of society
givés us the certainty of the meaging of striving and efforts
for the good. Analysis of our function of creating power and
material value is also the true enalysis of our capacity to create
freedom. Its baundaries cannot be known to us, as it cannot
wiat death brings nor what brings us salvation.

The true moral problem, as I see ut, is to create in us
a new source of living




To Kari Notes on premature resignation Apr. 25,

The revealed reality of death is the ultimate source of the
excuses for an empty life. The response of creative man is to fill
that void through work and the permanence of achievement. Hence
art and poetry, science and philosopht, the lone sacrificed of the

true soul,

The revealed reality of internal life amd the possibility of
eternal death is again a source of the excuse of predestination.
The response of creative man ¢s to conguer the world of the spirit
for his domicile and to acguire the fullnmess of life.

The revealed reality of society is a third source for a life
of unreality; an emptying it of the explorationg of freedom and re-
moving the challenge of that freedom by an act of ultimate sloth,
masquerading as superior wisdom,

The creative proeess conmquered physical death through work, art
and the lasting acts of the soul. The reality of society gives us the
certainty of the meaning and striving and efforts for the good. The
understanding of power and material valies deprive us of an illusory
freedom and re-create it in terms of reality, as an existence that
fills the universe as we know it does, not stopping other lives or
taking away their meanings. Amalysis of our fumetion of creating materia
power and valueg bs also the true analysis of our capacity to ereate i
freedom, Its boundaries cannot be known to us, as it cannot (be kmown) -
what death brimgs, nor what brings us salvation. The essential un-
certainty is the answer to man's existence. What will death do to him?%v
What is his state between ultimate hope and ultimate fear, to which
he is heir? This immutable condition is'what we (all of us) mmmmipm
mean by freedom, and we refuse to live without it. Yet society is rea. ;
Uncertainty as to the limits set by this reality is the saving anawery/;;/

Dicki




“moving the challenge of that freedom by an act of ultimate sloth,

To Kari Notes on premature resignation Apr. 25,
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' _The revealed reality of death is the ultimate source of the
excuses for an empty life. The response of creative man is to fill
that void through work and the permanence of achievement. Hence
art and poetry, science and philosoph}, the lone sacrificesg of the
true soul. ‘

The revealed reality of internal life and the possibility of
eternal death is again a source of the excuse of predestination.

The response of creative man ps to conquer the world of the spirit

for his domicile and to acquire the fullness of life.

The revealed reality of society is a third source for a life
of unreality; an emptying it of the explorationg of freedom and re-
masquerading as superior wisdom. / 5%/

The creative process conquered physical death through work, art
and the lasting acts of the soul. The reality of society gives us the
certainty of the meaning and striving and efforts for the good. The
understanding of power and material valhes deprive us of an illusory
freedom and re-create it in terms of reality, as an existence that
fills the universe as we know it does, not stopping other lives or
taking away their meanings. Amalysis of our function of creating material
power and valueg bs also the true analysis of our capacity to create
freedom. Its boundaries cannot be known to us, as it cannot (be known)
what death brings, nor what brings us salvation. The essential un-
certainty is the answer to man's existence. What will death do to him?
What is his state between ultimate hope and ultimate fear, to which 7
he is heir? This immutable condition is'what we (all of us) mmmmopm 5
mean by freedom, and we refuse to live without it. Yet society is real.s
Uncertainty as to the limits set by this reality is the saving answer,’

Dicki
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Notes on premature resignation

The revealed reality of death is the ultimate source of the excuses for
an empty life. The response of creative man is to fill that void through work
and the permanence of achievement. Hence art and poetry, science and philoso-
phy, the lone selfsacrifice of the true soule fonc
The revealed0§§alityygf internal life and the possibility of eternal death
is amedn a source of Uhe excuse of predestination. The(resgggsgéﬁ?’éféiiiv@“manB
{kemﬁkaknis to conguer the world ‘of the spirit for his domdcile, and to acquire the full-
ness of life. ook - ol
The revealed reality of society is a third temptation to a life of unreal-
ity;d%c'empty it of the exploration of freedom,and removﬁfthe challenge of that
freedom by an act of ultimate sloth masquerading as superior wisdome
The creative process conquered physical death through work, art and the
lasting acts of the soul/ The reality of society gives s the certainty of the
@‘y, meaning of striving anfl effort for the good. The understanding of{power and
: material values deprives us of an illusionary freedom and re-creates it in '
terms of reality as an existence that fills the universe(as we know it doeg)nLdLaCf
”%e”q}”{/£[7 mot stopping other lives or taking away their meanings. Analysis of our function
7

Z *:_Z €]L

of creating power and material value is also the true analysis of our capacity
to create freedom. Its boundaries can not be known to us as can not be known
what death brings, nor what brings w8 salvation. Essential uncertainty is the
answer to man's existence. What will death do to him? What is his state between
ultimate hope and ultimate fear, to which he is heir? This immutable condition
is what we (all of us) mean by freedom, and we refuse to live without it. Yet
ik ., Socisty is real, Uncertainty as to the limits set by this reality is the saving
Ao v answery We must follow the path of the fulfillment of our ideals to the limit.
3 No sociology can tell us where this limit lies. Science is a trap imperilling
our, chance of transcending a premature resignation. ‘
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¥From ¥arl Polanyi Biographieal notes

I understand, you are looking into influenees tihat have

shaped what is beginning to be ealled eeonomie soeiology. If

researen into the shifting pleee oeeupied by eceonomies in soeieties

deserve that nawe, I agree that sowe of my own efforts §§wthe fig;§m

giwecﬂnmuie history may be eomprised under that term.

The development of a world of thought may be presented in
two different waztzreither ehronologieally, or in the obverse diree-
tion, by fallowingafne essentiale of the syutn@dto their origins.
The first, the ehronologieal sequenge uay'b@ inappropriate when the
growth of the thought spread over & tortuols and diseontinuous moume
Sewenal diceodid
eaurasAPf huwan alffairs. In these last sixty years we experieneed
the dialeetie of raiieal breaks, unmediated eontrad ations, and re-
peated returns to slready disearded positions whieh make it diffieutt,
if not iwmpossible, to diseern the underlying logie of advanse,

The otker way, as I said, of elarifying thought is to traee

it baek from the eompleted pattern to the origins of the separate .

nuauﬁg;ifn the widdle of the twentieth eentury, where a variety of

veluations eauseéd a veritable ideational vortex, two existential

W attraeted the winde. Personality expressed
iteelf in the wmanner in whieh the duality shaped thinking: faet and
value, empiry and normstivity, soeiety and eomwunity, seienee and

religion., The direetions thewmselves oseillated ss they were being teﬂ?

<




|

; ™

by life, thought and history. Yet in the retrospeet it anpeurs.
this polarity formed the permanent axis of sf my world of thougnt.

/
<

The prophetie writer who in the beginning of the last eentury
di seovered the waehine and soeiety was Robert Ywen. He did’not turn
against the waehine, yet proelaiwed that great institutional ehanges
were needed if we were to avoid great ealamities from its uneheeked ]
esplovment., These thoughte whieh developed in the seeond deeade of the
nineteenth eentury sprang from the industrialesrevolution in ingland
and the wretehed'eondition of the poor? Apart from the ¢onsumers'

|
eo-operatives and the vital stisulus they offered to the trade union |

movement, Owen's setivities bore no praetieal fruit, but tae phi losopk

of British soeialism owed everything to hiw., Also, of the "utopian®
thinkers of the early nineteenth eentury, he was the one to nave

exereised a great inflluenee on Karl ¥Marx, Like Owen hiwwelf, Harx

{

never eeased to demand the,parfpoti@g&ﬁgmggwﬁhgh1n@gg£§@ﬁlwamgiﬂmguasi

an instrument of human 3%‘?@&9{ towards ideal ends. ¥row whatever
vt sne oo _ e Th0e dndt Wesiee)
thelr¥ values polarized as

angle we approaeh the thaac; we find

A

fﬁ???ciancy'ana hunanf??‘ teehnologieal and soeial progress; gg:}iggf

Sueh & parallel is, of eourse, not weant to be substantiated
through detailed evidenee. It assumes a c¢lose knowledge of Owen's
various plans for "Villages of Union® and of the young Marx' philo-
sophieal essags on eeonomie and politieal subjeets.

It was partieularly on the issue of the organization of the
eeonomy that Owen and Warx diverged most strongly. A eentralized
eeonowy run by the state was‘quita foreign to Robert Owen's wind who
eonsidered the market system as the natural {orm of man's livelinood;
varl Marx thought of the future of industrial eivilization in terms

of the supersession of the warket eeonomy by a soeialized esonoay e




-

181

Nevertheless, both built their thought struetures on the reality of
soeiety, and the convietion that the future of wan depends on his udéap
adapting his institutions radieally to the nature of tie waehine
within the liwmits of the laws govarnin%wﬁaeﬁz% existence.

Heonomie soeiology eenters oy the s fting plaee oceupied by
the eeonomy in soeiety., HNeonomie anthropelogy and eeonomie history
require in this regard s elear eoneept of the eeonomy whieid theoretieal

analyeis did not provide. It coneeived of the esonomy sinee Menger,

€077, ss the alloeating of searee means. This eoneept, however, is
unrelated to the organization of soeiety on the one hand, the wmovements
of the material weans that wake up the eecnomie proeess, on the other,
A different eoneept of the eeonomy is required for researening into
the questions arising for the éincipliﬁes of anthwpology and history
in dealing with the eeonomy, “ueh a %z?cept uust effcaﬁéﬁinters in

two direetions; how to relate eeonosie—sub-sysions to soeieties, and
how to wshekss sdept the substantive wodel of the econosy to tae
wovements that meke up produetion and distribution. The embeddedness
of the eeonomy in eeonomie and non-eeonomie institutions is a eon-
eept whieh permits a transeending of am industrial eivilization
tarough a deliberate subordinating of the ceonomy as o means Lo

the ends of the humwan eowwunity.




e N

K.P., wge born in 1886 from widdle-elass parents. He read
Law at the University of Pudapest, whies he had to leave on aecount
of samhahkuk his soeialist aetivities and the organizstion of pro-
Pikler demonstrations, Att 22 he left the soeial-demoeratie party
and founded the redieal student eirele "Galileo* on broad progressive
lines. %1; earlier Harxint tenets had undergone s cehange. In 1918
he joined Osear Jészi's Radieal Party. In 1919 he left Hungary for
pustria, where he attached himself to the religious soeialist -sveaeaq
He was Foreign Hditer ef the liberal weekly *The Austrian ;is‘;wrmm’ut;"\c
from 1924 to 1934, when soeialist Vienna suceumbed to Heiwwehr
Teseism. He emigrated to England where he was among the founders of
the Christian Left. Sinee 1937 he belonged to the Wokers' Educaﬁional:
Assoeistion, leeturing on eeonowic histery under the nxtra-ural ° 1
Delegaeies of Oxford and of London. TFrom 1943 to 1946 he was assoei-
ated with Count ishael ¥érolyi's movement in exile. He was Visiting
Prefessor of HSeonowmies at Colusbia University from 1347 to 1983,
is wein works are s study onm "Soelalist Aeeountantey” in the Aretiv
flir Sozialwissensehaft, Teidelberg, (1922); Co-editor, Christianity

snd the Toeinl Revolution, Tondon,(1938) ('Essenee of FTascism')s

The Breat Transformation, New York, (1944); Co-editor, Trade and ]
¥arket in the Zarly @spires, Gleneoe, T1l. (1957) ('Warketless trade
in Hameurabi's tiwe'; 'Avistotle disecovers ithe eeonomy'; tThe

eoonomy as instituted proeess').
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My darling Dicki,

- Forgive me please for not having written for so many weeks.
And thank you for your sweet letters. All of & sudden it is summer time
and slmost June and time for you to come to visit us. Joe and I have

been looking forward to this very much. Our nlans are like this - that

we are madly busy till Mondat June 7th, the date of the provinclal electl ns
bhhere. After that we have time .'! On June 28ﬁh Joe is leaving for three

monthsso we would be very happy if you could come early in the month.

T have also had some very very happv lettems from mother - one
from Budapest just after she asrrived and one also from Budapest just before
she was leaving for the countryside. Everybody se-ms to be very good

- ko her ané enthusiastic about her project and she sounds more heppy and
youthful than I have ever known her. ;
.. Theve 13 pot yery much & 9_,"1{’_\}\* &
very busy here with politics Toronto is a small world and I caﬁnﬁt thiﬁk
of very much that would interest you. P erhaps the most specitacular
thing that has happened here isince T was her was the declaration of
Israel some two weeks ago when the whole central section of the town
s come out into the streets snd there was a parade of some 4 or 5 thousand
peonle and a massbmeeting with over 20,000. It was a real popular de-
monstration - hard to believe that such a dull place as Toronto could
witness a thing like this. .
We had a bery nice letter from Joan and Henry a few days ago.
We are looking forward to seeing them here &co.
Dear Dicki, tell me when you can come. How about the week end
June 12th ? ‘Then we could celebrate my birthday too.

Lots dT love from both of us. Kari.
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Darling Dicki,

It was 8o nice to hear your voice over the phone. Thank you for

all the sweet notes you sent and oleaqe forgive me for wrltiny g0 lif+]e,

e s T JJ! “ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁﬁ%ef’vfﬂﬂ'fﬁaaag?i_;
always hoping that I will be abl&iﬁo tell you definitely what my »nlans

S=HorE _to wpibe becauss I

e cadme

. are and yet it is very hardecto  know What to do. This is why Joe and T

want you very much to come up to help us. We very much want to do

what is best for us both and are both prepared to seperate if that is

7" for the bast but find it Bard to unravel the mass of considerations snd

matters involved. We think that it would help a 1ot at this stage if

we could talk to mou - I have written s long letyer fo mother explaining

things and asking her opinion. ;

VIhxnnmsihaLNI,have to mpk&@my own decision bdt L really do need

e

some help and Joe feels the dame way.
Otherwisp things are going OK here. I g#ont write any more
because I do hope we will see you very soon and till then lots of love

7N Fromboth of us.
Kari.
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