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DAHDMLA‘*J MARRIAGE: A REVALUATION
LAURA BOHANNAN

F arc fottunate in possessing cnough gnnd cthnogtaphic material on Dahomey:
6o attempt 3 feasscssment in the light of later theotetical developments of the
very interestiop types of marrage reporeed thete.

Analysis shows that Geeee criteria arc inyolved in the thirteen © types * of marriage
as qg.'lm,n by Ilerskovits’s Dahomean informants:? (1) the method of arranging the
mettajre, including cowrehip and payment of the bride-wealth; (2) the status of the
children; and {3) the refationship between man and wife—a constant which is, how-
cvet, influenced by the distribution of dghts and duties in regard to the children.
The natare of the social gmupq covaceraed in the configuration of rightssewdities-
cotnected with m:l,:rﬂ:—l 2 15 a polfe of _g_,reﬂ J.mpo-ﬂaﬂce which dows oot dpp::a,:l: i

cotmesion With Herskowits's analysis of marriage; he divides these © types * nlo 3
matrilineal and 2 parrilineal class on the basis of the srarus of the children. The
startingr-point of the following analysis is the transfer or non-transfer of pairoae
ot jueal anthoriry, through martiage—a eriterion emphasized by Lo Hérisse®

ey

Marrrasy w1t THANSELR OF JURAL ATTHORITY

Thete ate, in the * types * of marriage scoompamied by & transler of jural authority
over the woman and her potential children, one variable—the preliminarics to mar-
riape, courtship and the method of paying bride-wealth—and three constants: the
mature of the marital relationship, the nature of the corporate groups involved, ie.
lineages,? and the statas of the children. The martiage is marked by the payment of
the bride-weallh, which is in two portions : gifts and services usually dirccted towards
the parenls of the girl, which may ot may not be given, and the ritual * payment ”
made to the head of the gitl’s lincaye, which tnust be given if the martiage is to be
accompanied by 2 trensfor of jural suthotity over the woman and ker children.*

In © money with woman * marriapes the man selected as flancé by the pitl's father,
accompanied by memhers of his loeape, calls on the girf’s family. The customary

- yrifts and services, the rimal payment, and the aotification of the ancesturs {ullow,

Finully, the tmaa and two men and two women of his Jmeage call for his wife, After
a digplay of gifts From the bride, her parents, and the groom, an old worman of the
gitl's Nineage hlesses herin the name of her ancestors, The bride spends the first night
at her hushand’s house with his mother or with his fiest wife: Though she may be
rejected if, on the followinpy evening, she should prove not to hiave been a virgin,
generally she is forced instead to give the name of her seducer, who will be fined

! Fletkavies, M. ., Defesny, An Swmi Werr age’, and o the * enerded family * and the * com- .
<Afvican Kingdonr, 1938, . go1-2. poard © as sppments of the linege, For defindtions
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toradulery. “The next moming the husband publicly and ceremonially gives his new
wite the name by which she will thencoforth he known.T
Another * type’,  child ask ask °, differs only in that it is the future hushand who
initiates eonrtship, If the girl should altcady be hetrothed and her fatker favonrs the
secand snitor, it is the latter who repays the original fancd2
A thitd * type ’, * woman give back woman # brings out a vory important aspect
of the mechanism of the transfer of jural authority, If the betrathed girl elopes with
ancther man, she and her seducet are brouphe by her parents before the chieft “The
chiet requitcs the original fiancé 1o caleulate the amount he expended in pifis and
services, By repaying this sum, the seducet acquires jural anthosiey over the yrirl and
obtains her as his wife, for the lincage (liere that of (he vtiyinal fiancé) which has
aequired jural authoricy oves a woman ¢an retranstere it (here to the scducer’s lineare}.
The seducer cannot make the payments to the girl’s own linewgre, which 1o longer
holds the ryhts to be tansferred. The girl’s lineage retains only the apparently in-
alienable right to cxcrcise the titual power of ber own ancestors over her, This fght
is exercized a3 a cocreive measure in later-lineuge dispures. 'Thus in such a crisis,
tha head of the fiancé’s lineage could recall in the name of their founding ancestor
all the davghters of his lineape who had married men of the eloping girl's lineage.
The girl’s lineage coull siilatly recall all the daughrers of that lincage who had
masticd mea of the scducer’s lineage, and by that means arrempt to ensute that the
seducer i3 [ortheuming with the grl, and if possible, with the hride-wealth 8
In cxchange tartape (7 wife by exchange ', © give us we give von *) two men sach
take an cligible sister o1 daughter of the nther as wife. ‘The usual services are omirted,
us they would cancel each other aut, but in both cases the titual payments atc made
and the ancestors ate notified :* both women are under the joral authotity of their
husbands® lineages. If nne of them should leave her hushaad, * this man will divorce
his sister or danghter from the orther it tetaliation *—a © tetaliation * common when-
aver telations between lincages are strained.” _

Exchange martiage may accompany cross-cousin martage—especially when palm-
Irees are at stake, By the tules of inhetitance {or this vory valuable portion of
Dizhomean wealth, the palm-trees planted by a man are on his death held in trust as
*lineage * property by his twn oldest sons. On their death, the trees are divided
equally between their surviving siblings, ‘I'hc trees inherited by a sister may be given
hy her to oac of her daughters. To avoid the loss of these trees, this dauglites is
married to onc of hee mother’s brother™s sons. The son of this cross-cousin martage
will inherit the palm-trees; he is also the grandson of the man who planted them.
However, the same problem will arise in the ncxt generation, if the gitl given in
crehange should become heir to any palm-teees. Although it is difTicalt 1o see why
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exchange tusttiage should be the preferred system in this connexion,’ exchange
martiage mipht be favourad to steengthen the mattiage ries between two lingapes.
Cross-cousin marriaye also, though nowhete singled out asa® type ?, seems 2 favoured
furm of Diahomean mattinge both bacaise of is coonomic advantages and the stated
desite 1 bring a woman's children’s children back into the lineage 2

If the father provides the bride-wealth (* father my wife )3 the son may not set
up an indepeadent houschold untl the debt is tepaid.* In any case, the wife is nnder
the ditect jural authority of her husband only when he is at least the head of a minimal
lineagre.

It a man’s best friend provides the bride-wealth, the resuling comalex of avents
is called * stomach empty * marriggeS Throughout, the husband has jutal anthoricy
and responsibility and the friend, a financial obligation: thus on the hirth of a child,
the husband consulis the diviner and performs the sactifice; the friend provides the
necessaty matenals, The debt is cancelled when the husband gives his fricnd (as in
exchazjre martiage) a daughter a8 wife. If there are only sons, or if the daughter dics
hefore she is of marriageable age.® the heir of the hushand, s saon as possible, gives
a girl o his compound to the heir of the best friend, The oblipation is then can-
celled. If that pirl eloped, the mechamism of recalling wives described above was
hrought into play by the two lineages conccrned. 1f the seducer refused 1o pive her
up, his lineage threatened to take away his wives, s fields, and his property. The
girl was nut to be given either to her otfwinal fiancé or 1o her seducer” but to some
man not affiliated with any of the three lineages involved, The friend’s son was aiven
the mast eligible pirl in his Gancée’s lineage as wifc; he had to aceept het and notify
the head of his lincapc of the fact. Shorily thereafier, the wives recalled to their natal
lineages were allowed to return to their husbands.

The jural and ritual aspects of the resuling: mardage are unaffzcted (1) whether
the gitl's father initiated the proposal (¢ money with woman 7), or the propasal firse
camc trom the suitor (¢ child ask ask *); (2} whether the suitor, his father (¢ father my
witc '), or his best friend (* stotach cmpty *) paid the hride-wealth; (3} whether the
bride-wealth was repaid by a second suitor to the first { wontan give back woman %)
—the adjustments necessary under such clronmstances are inftiated by the action of
the lincage units, and nor by the three individuals most direetly concerncd; (4) or
whether only the ritual payments ate made in the case of a simple exchange of women
(" give us we give you” or * wife by exchange *) or 2 marriage with the danghter or
sun's daughrer which repays financial aid for the mothet's bride-wealth®

Whenever the rital payments marking the transfer of jural anthority bave been
tade, the same constellation of rights and duties results :

I. There is 3 differential distribution of titual suthority uver the wife, She remains
under the power of het own ancestors: therefore the head of her natal lineage may

! Hevsloovits associates tbe iwo explicidy, Dhid. .

9.

* OF the bride’s blessing. Thidl, i, 527,

I Mhiel. L, 313, * Thid. i T1f—¢2.
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tecall her in their nare. [lowever, as wife and mother, she falls under the ritoal as
well as the jural authority of hor husband's lineage: she must observe the prohibi-
tions of his lincage for pregoant woman ;' it is to his ancostors that she must coa-
fess her adultery? Although she will be an ancestress of her hushand’s lineage, by
wham she must be bured, her own anceslors arc those of her natal lincage: she is
buried just outside the walls of her husband’s compouad.”?

2. The wife ninst be provided with food and 2 honse. What she cams or inherits
herself ix her personal propeety: she may become independently wealthy.

3. The wife nay not he divoreed for barrenness* The rilval * payment * merely

26

sealed the transfer of jural authority over her children when and if born; it did not

sratantee her fevnliny.

4. ‘I'he hisband is the father of his wife's children, An impotent tnas 1ries o
atrange that his wife shall Eave children by 2 member of his lincape, preferalsly onc of
his own brothers® 1, in case of acdulery, the hushand demands the retum of the
bride-wealth, he forfeirs all rights over mother and child, Otherwise, all her children
are considered children of the hushand, * avguel Uenfant adultérin appartenait au
méme titre que les siens propres’.t -

5. The childeca huve jural and rirmal status in the ncayre which has jural authority
over the mothet at the time of their birth i all thesc cases the lineage of the paser.’
I'hey are full heirs to the el and to any lineage office for which they possess the
requisice agc and capabilities.

6. I the wifc gave grounds for divorce, the bride-wealth was retntnable. If the
hushand offcoded the wife’s lincage, she had to return but her children temnained
under the jural authoticy of the husband’s lincage * If the wite was personslly dis-
satisficd with her hushband, the head of his lincage had the right to give her to another
membet of the lineage as wife.?

2. & widow Is inherited by a member of het husband’s lineage, a brother or a son
Iy another marriage.™ ;

1t is cleat fro this description that jural anthurity over 2 worman ultimately vests
in the husband’s lincage; on the dissolurion of Eer marriage, as a tesult of the death
or personal defiult of her husband, she still remains under the jural authority of his
lineugre, Of thevarions dychts held in hes, the rights over the children she may bear
ate the tuost sechulonsly guarded : these are retuined even if she should insist on living
with 4 man of annther linesre in che case of her hushand’s death or impotence. ™
Because of this transfer of jural rights over a wotnan’s potcatial children, a child in

! Herskowits, 1038, 1 16 it} prave injures me het pavents: {2} seznal relationg

* Hepaleomite, B [, © Chatline of Bahomesn Beli-
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Dabomey falls undear the same jural authority as did its mother at the fime af its birth,
The child has tights o the titles, lands, propettics, and occupations which may vest
i the lineayre, by virtue of his status by bitth in the lincape, i.c. by wirmc of the fact
that he is under the jural authority of that lincage. Nowherce, in a tmc lincage system,
o two linesges have identical jural rights in one petson; a man has jural rights oaly
in that lineayre which has jural rights in him. In Dahomey the transfer of these jural
rights and dutics as to a woman’s children from one lineyre to another may accnm-
pany her marriage and is marked by the tiveal * paviments . Except in her oles as
witc and mothet, however, a woman remains under the ritual authority of the unces-
tors of her natal lineage. This right is cxercised when a woman’s lineuge wishes to
bring pressure (o bear un her husband’s lincage, Also, the fact that 4 woman’s lineage
may, if ofiencled by the husband or his lincage, sue for her divorce in contt, is another
means of bringing pressure: such a divorce case may be used as a theeat to speed the
collection of an oulslanding debt.? Hence the importance of mainmining marriage
ties between lingages, as by exchange marriage, 1n addition, then, to sealing a mar-
tigge betveen twwo individuals, with all that this implies in regard to sexnal, domestic,
and econumic drhts and dudes, the full payment of the bridewealth, wrirh the rimal
pottion as the critical element, is also 4 mechanism for the tranafer of jural anthority
over a woman and the children she may beatr ftom onc lineage to arather; and,
secondly, awing tm the differential disetibution of rights in the woman, the marriage
15 also an impottant mechanism {or the regulation of inter-lineage relations.

Mawnracr, wiTHCUY TRANSEER O Junar AUuTHORITT

A consideration of two © types ” of martiage (* child stay father house * and © prince
child child 7} in which no transfer of jural anthorily uver the children 2 womun ooy
bear takes place, necessitates the division of the concept of © jurad suthority ® inte
tights over a woman as wite, the granting ol which cotstitules mutriagze, and tights
over 4 woman as o het children.® This distiaction is cleazly articulated in Dakomein
ritaal and both illuminates und is confirmed by many aspecis of Dahomean custom
and social oreanieation.

“Child stay father house * martiage ocours when a lineage, faced by a shortage of
tmale heirs, secks to inerease ils strenpth. The head of the linsage segment 1&lls oae
of his davgrhters or hrother’s daughters to choose a hnshand.  This man is presentead
to the household and the couple is blessed in the name of the gitl’s ancestors. The
man turnishes all the bride-wealth, with one exceprion: he is cxpresslz fathidden (o
give the ritual payments which would bring *-,:nrltu_-a.l sanctinn from the ancestral
founder for the children to halong o the father’s sib .3 The husband huilds his wile
a house in het fathet’s cnmpound; he contributes to the suppart of his wife and
children. There exists hetween hushand and wife 1 well-artiontated and socially
defined hody of sexual, domestic, and economic, 1.6, matital, rdhts and duties.

! Hezskowice, 1038, I J4u.
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The mother’s lineage iz under a mosal, Iaat not Iegal, oblipaticn to abandon its
utigind Hghts over some of the children in favour of their father. A son thus sent
tu his father cunnot iohent from chat facher, whose heirs are those sons over whom
he s jurad suthotity by virtue of having given the ritual paymenss for their mother,
A daughter sent to her father may be martied with transfer of jural authority over
herself and her children, whereas the danghtery retained by the mother’s lineage must
marry as did their mother? It is difficult to explain this vardation in the danghters”
martiages in terms of receipt of bride-wealth.

To assume that the reason for this vatiation lies in the possibility of giving the
bride-wealth to the giel’s father and his ancestors in ore case, and its irmpossilility
in the ather, is to jgnore the statement that © spivitual sanction for the children to
belang to the father’s sib’ iz se¢ riven and that therefore the father’s lineage could not
reccive the rirual payments, which must be presenied to those ancesfors who can
spititnally sanction the transfer of jural anthority. The marriage of a daughter re-
tained by Ler mother’s family must be regarded a5 2 preferred type (discussed later)
rathet than a ritwal dilemma, The children do noc fpee facle have full status in their
tather’s lincape; he has control of the daughters sent to him by virtue of a later
transter of dehts aver those individual children and not by default of such nghts
being vested in the mother’s lineage, One must assume that the children oot sent
to the father have full jural and riteal smms in the mother’s lincape, Since the
mother was specifically retained to provide her lineage wich male heirs, one assumes
that her sons are cligible to headship of that lineage sepment at least.  An important
part of that office consists in the rimal duties connected with ancestor worship; the
petformance of these dutics usaally indicates full jural and ritual status in the lineage,
It would sather secin to be the sons sent to the father who sufer jural disabilities.?

* Child stay father house * matriape shows a differcntial disttibution of authority
over & woman and her childten. Tt has becomxe evident that the full bride-wealth
marks the transfer of ritual and jural anthodty over a woman as wife and mother: that
i3, thete are transferred tights in a woman as wife, wcor, and as mother, gessirix, Le.
righls in her children once born are held by viroue of holding tichis in geasireicesr!
In the first class of martiages discussed, these tghts were unsfetred concornitancly
to the husband, with the husband’s lineage holding the over-right of retransler on the
death or default ol the active holder. Thus on the husband’s death, vights & socores
arc transforred to another individual, whereas righes #2 pererrivesy arve retained by the
lincape, in which they ultimately vest. In ° child stay father house * marriage and in
the marriaye of women of the roval liceage (* prince child child 7) righes in 2 woman
a8 wife, swer, are transforred; rights in het as gemesrds are retained. The trangfer of
tights iz severeny is © paid for 7; the marriaze is celebrated and is a sacially rocognized

! Hemshowits, 1928, 1 323, Of five or six children,
Do arbe sedit b the Sathe; of four, ooly one soes
o the lather, Also Te Herfsse, 1o01, poo2eo.

2 Herzlea s, 13, 3 334
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i, one fir whom the tiual payments have beoen
ey eotvvetiely, iF e douy rok dinhesdt his brother's
widdow, §e, it she dees noe fail woder the jural

aurhority of her dead husband’s Hospee, bBe ose
nrany ber dauphter.  Macriage prohibitions and
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institution. ‘The transfer of rights # svere constitutes marriage. [ivoree s neces-
sary (o break the arrangement, though always somewhar easier whese rights i
genelricem afc not also involved.

Rights # geratricems ate held in the woman in reference to the children she may
bear, If the husbund made the ritaal payments, ke holds rights i gassries in his
wifc, whether or not she is barrea, Rights i gesserdeens m the mother give original
jural and ritual suthorily over her children, onee horn, But dghts in a child ence
batn may be retained of trensferred—a child may be pawned, adopted or matried
out—withont prejudice to the rights beld in its mother or its siblings.

In © child stay father howse ' martiage, tights i secorew were transterted to the bus-
band; rights f# geseiricers in that same women wore not transferred, but were
speeifically retained by the otiginal holder, bere the head of (he woman’s lineage
sepment. The holder of dghts & gewerricesr has original jural avthoricy ovet the
childeen, which ean later be transferred without projudics to the righis i genefricem
in their mother or siblings, The children sent to the father thus remain under the
jntal and ritnal anthotity of the mother’s lincape and have jural status in the

- father’s lineage only if the mother’s lincage formally rencunces its oghts over

them.! Thus a Dahomean child has jural and ttual tights and status in that lineage
which held rights j= gesefrices in the mother at the time of its birch. This may
ot may not be the lineage of its soclally recopnized father,? Le. the mun who held
rights ## severem in the mother. Furthermote, whether or nnt these riphts are held
concomitantly in Dahomey is apparently derermined by the opetation of economic
and political factors,

The toval ineage wever transfors rdpgats i a woman as gewefrix, cither acamirer] as
in a wifu, by payment of the rirval portions of the bride-wealth, or origieal as in the
case of daughters of that lineage. Rights i #norem ave frely given, ofter for political
purposes. In fact, the royal marriages represent special adaptations of marrage
within a patrilineal descent systom to other principles of the social structure.

Mastiage with acquisition of rights iz geseiriersr cannot oceur between members
of the same lineage: the rimal payments must be displayed to the ancestors of the
two lineages. I¥ a man or a woman of the royal lincage wishes 0 hold sights &
senetricens in & wile, that wife must come from one of the cummoner lineages, Since
thie heir to an office o title which tuns in the male line from eldest son to eldest son,
bartitig personal incompetents, must be che son of a woman whose husband held
tights i gessirivens in her, the kingship thns gocs to the sun of the King and a com-
moner wile, Since riphts #r gevesrien are not transforred when a woman of the toyal
lingage is involved, the children of a princess have full jural and ricual status only

[ f e entauts nes anicn libre on de goute antre
nniza qui les plioe spus Ta puiszange maceraelle oe
peurenr bériret e len e e 4 modns que 13 femdle
de lear trine el Geeocllonwent cenoncé 8 oses
drodrs ot erre)” D Heérissd, 1o11, L 252,

* Tn Evuns-Pritchanls discosaion of Muer mar-
fAagre pafer metiny either Lo cascs in which both diches
in aevrens ad1d tiphes O paeseedieesy are held concomis
tantay, or v the holder of fights dar gereersen whers
thes are fiest beldd oontegmitantly (op. cit. gorvm.) Tu
Dahomey sights i gastirdoom moay be vested inoan

office, 1tle o cotate 3= wrell 55 £ N 12 s didTioal:
ta telfy these es gader, In Ashanti mutdiage as dis-
waaggad bl Fovoes ( Kinship sl Marriags amony
the Ashandi T, Fawelkiy end Merriepe o Afie In
press, g kv goter refers po che soeidle eooognized
fithee, the mocher's limsband. Tn Dekorrey also the
soxdul by romagnized father of the child is the mather’s
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+he mnither at the dme of the chilel's bizth, ‘The
izt v of ciglis do gewedvioesr dows ot afeet Lhia
shulai. i
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in tha royal lineage.! Ilowever, women of the toval lincage were marsied off by Lhe
King ro paliiaeal favourites, ¢, i chicfs, ollicials, and soldicss i pnnm child child}
The formal transfer of tights i sooresr and tT:u, sotention of riphts & gesedriven are
rirually expressed in the formula pronounced to the husband at the wedding: * You
did not give the gifts that are costomaeily required of husbands. You did not per-
form the sdgadd [the ritval payments]. Vherefore lenow that you have no rights ovet
this picl. She is your wife and vou are her husband, but the children born of vout
mating will be members of the roval family., Yours is not the dgbt to ask of a divines
the name of the anceseral soul from which the soul of vour children derives, for their
souls arc of the roval ancestors, You roust not take her to your sofdyd [lineage
tounding ancestor| o tcll him vou have made this marrage, tor yout fadedd has no
tights uver this 5111

Such a formula is, pmhabl'r applicable in all cases ia which the ritual payments
are not oade, and hence the childeen, being under the ritual authority of the
maothet’s ancestols, are fully cligihle for lincape affice wich s ritual duties conmecied
wilh ancestor worship.? Oae cannot speak heee of conflicting theories of descent.
In a matrilineal svstem jutal sutheddty over a woman's childeen cannot he acquirce
by cntering into any kind of maritsl arrangement with her; there is ne provision for
the pranster of tights fr yeaefricess by marmiage. In a patilineal socicty the teansfor
ol jural authority snd righes i geeefricess throngh mardage is apparently preferred ;
we are told, for example, that © Tallens express contempt fur the Gardsl, whe, it s
nuotorions, often constrain a danghter to ™ sitat home and bear children ™ to augment
her Bataer’s family . * a customallied to Dahomean ° child stay father house® mardape.
In Dahomey the variation corresponds to political and economic vatiables.

JURAL AUTHORITY

That the transter or non cransler of tights #r gewérivesr 1n Dabomey is deteomined
not only by the functioning of the lineage and its segments but by economic and
political factors which mav e concentrated in an office, title, or estate is scen cyven
miore cleatly in the remaining, forms of Dahomean martiage and offers another basis
for dlassification.

The peolitical clement is prominent in ° coth with woman * matviage, a * type”
concerning the matrdaye of women who were attached to a4 political office (rather
than (o the ofice-holder as an individual),s Although these women were free, as
were alk persons burn oa Dahomean soil, they were probalily slaves, pawns or © wives
of the law ™ in otyin, The date on ° cloth with woman ’ marriage show that the

L The Dahesnegig give o political sxplanaden: if
thie chilcl el ;aticiss wers Lo hesume 3 commuone:,
that childl, 4% a oo voeruanet, wonld he eligible For hizh
aolidcal office and wet posslbly bave conpeziory
with ather than ihe ruling Bmnch of the owal Line-
aue, which might mahe i disloval, Le TTesissé,
T9IT, Pl §0-2. ? Merskovyits, 1034, & 330-1.

4 1n his digrussion of kinship reoups erlosvits
touples f pries child child ® mechawe wich © child
stay fathor honse? as cemands the pesition of the
childecn fin Lhis connesion compaie the dilfereotial
marriage of the daogbtersd. Thid. 1. ag6. [Te does

ot do zo clrowhers. bhid & gor god 340,

* VnrteR, M., WEed of Kfwrddp, Togo, o TT0
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wonld be sefienad o the belder of rights f geme-
#ricems 10 cheir snothat,

F A the head of a * family * comenigted a serious
ciime, hiz lancs wese enndiscaled and his wives and
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tight to zive 2 woman i martiage, Le. o ttansfer tights ovet her as wifc, and in
some cases, 1o recall those rights and dissolve the marriage, vests in the holder of
ariginal rights dr geastriees in the mother—whether it was a lincage which acquited
those rights in the mother through marriage or whether the statuz of the otiginal
mother was that of pawn or slave, Thus by © cloth with woman * matriagre the office-
holder counld reward a favourite by giving him & wife, often with substantial gifts,
and at the same time benefit {rom the services which the hushand was bound to
render. The office-holder had 1o consent to divorce and could even force a divorce
it, for czample, the husband’s services were not considersd adequate.* Secondly, the
right to give in marriape is but part of the original jural authority held in a woman’s
children by the holder of rights is gesetricesy in her. Herskovits says specifically thar
the officc-holder bad all the rights that a ahomean man © in ordinary life * held over
his childten.® These rights might be retained—the daughters returned o the office-
holder and later married as their mothers had heen—or waived. Generally the sons
were left with the father.?

It is, therefore, important to consider in connexion with marriage the disceibution
of riglhts Ze gearirican: and fn secoresr, for the person in whem these ighes ave held
often serves as a link between the pastes in whom the vights are wested, Thus in
the cases of marriage Orst discussed, a diflerential distribution of rights in the woman
servedl as a4 rechanism for the regulation of inter-lineage relationships. In the
present case, the distribution of fghts indicates the political relationship of patron
and client. The hushands petrform economic services for the office-holder and swell
the ranks of his clients and followers; they also benefit by the possession of 4 wife
and sny zitts given with her. Such a marrfage is not the prant of 2 slave and her
descendants. Its analogies are rather with the custom, found elsewhere in Africa,
of giving the use, and sometimes, as a favour, a carfain portion of the increase of
2 herd to the tender of the cattle, who, by his acceptance, entess into a relation
of clicarship.

The most complex insance of Diahomean wmartiage is thar institetion which
Hetsleovits terms * woman martiage * when he refers to the woman win instinires
the procecdings by taking a * wife *and * giving the goat to the buck " when he refars
trrthe relationship of that ® wife* sich the father of her children.? Hlerskowits conmerts
this practice both with barsenness on the part ot the female hushand and with the
cxistenee of wealthy, economically independent women, A barren wite may marry a
woman, aever of her own family, whom she gives to her husband and whose children
are known as ‘het own 'S Io this case “woman marriage’ gives a barren wile chil-
dren; it is not connected with the founding of a separate eompound, However, as
Herskovits notes speciheally, when © woman marriape * is assnclated with the fouad-
ing of o compound, it is directly connected with women of wealth, who, having

childeen wete miven fu the “low 7 i the petson of  poo2os. 16 the office-holder relinquished toese sighns
the King ur cerein wf his chiefs. The position of che  formeally, the sens apparendy had (s io © child s
wetned, who wete ususlly martied oot apaio, seems fathee bouse * marviape) foll staros in stheir fachers
shmilar 10 1bav of poawis, except that they were  bome, Ihid., o, 2230
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acquited land and palm-ttecs, mnst acquire people to work these lands and palm-
trees,! 1.2, she founds a compound and marries wives whose childeen she and her
heirs will control. ‘There can be little donbi that the necessary corollary of the founda-
tion of such a compound lics not in 2 woman’s barrenness, but in her jural and
econarmic position.

The female © husband * chooses 1 man o live wich her © wife *—possibly, if the
husband ? is martied, from men of her boshaod’s lineage? or the matter oy be
artanged with her ° wife's * family.® The children’s father is socially recognized as
suchi. The * fernale bushand * has transfesred to him rights i ssveress and as the active
holder of these rights he is the tras husband of the woman: it is to this relationship
that the Dahomean phrase * giving the goat to the bnek * refers, and from this view-
point that they call the martiage one *in which the meother has conwrol aver the
children *4 In fact, it is the holder of rights i gesefrdresr in the mother, rhe female
bushand °, who has control of the children.

The woman founding such a compound takes 4s many wives as she can afford :
as in ° cloth with woman * marriage, she retransfers tphts v sxorew in them, but
retsins rights in gemeéricesy, 80 thar she and her heirs may control their children. On
the founder’s death, she ecomes the main object of the ancestor cult of the descen-
dants, for as the head of a compound, she had her * Fate *.5 In the iiost generation,
the eldest son takes charge of the women of the compound; the eldest duughter con-
teols the men. * These children must intermarey, and since they ate the offspringr of
mothers and fathers of diffierent sibs, this violates oo rule of incest; * that s, no
kinship link is assumed merely hecause the * female husband ° retained rights
geweirdieny in the mothers., Afier the first poneration, the eldest daughter of thie eldest
danghier inberits both the founder's name and the headship of the compound. Such
heads continue to marey wives ; rights 7 gepfrirey in them and their female descen-
dants are never transferred on their mardape, Whether these heirs are the founder’s
uterine dauphrers or the daurhters of her * wives * is not explicitly stated. Neither
view is neceseatily supported by the facr that the founder becnmes an impormant
ancestor and has her * Fate * : detespective of the inhetitance of the comprund head-
ship, she remains its founder. Tlowewer, as the childien of het © wives "ate not * kin ?
they appﬂ.::eﬂri}r do not consider her their * pater * any mote than in the casc of © clnrh
with warman “marriage the office-holder who retained tights 7z gesetrivesy in the mother
was ennsiderad the * pater * of the children, It would seem, then, that in ]_}ahxm;
it is not necessary to mamufcture kinship ties to explin the possession of juml
authority aver children by virtue of retention of rights i pesefricear in the mother:
the rights may be attached to an office or title, and presumnably also to an estate. To

! Ilerakowits, 1og8, i, 519, A man, who iz maresicd
ui head of a Hoeape segment, vz theongh Bis joral
suathotity over his cbildren and paembers of his line-
sire, a sumree of laboor which a wamzn lacks.

? Ikdd. i zzc.

1 {nce the © wife * bae c]:ui.d.n:-n, she may oot easily
* dlivoree 7 their father, © particzlarly when both ler
orvry ¥anily and the womsan who hee * marced ™
her Insizt thare she remain with him ', ibid. [ g46.

* Tlewkovits notes, © every Dahomcan with whetn
che frgtres of amocciape orpes was dincussed placed

thig {otm f giving the goat to the bock *} In the
aecnnd catcgorr saches ther the ooe 0 which ateicdy

and legally apeaking i [* wonwn mareiage 7y ahoadd

© belang ®. Thid. i, 337, Thar is, the Rahsmeans eon-

sider the active hobder ol 1ighls @& axore as e
wowan's hughand. Also ofl Le Hiriead, 111, p- 210

7 !I:mknwtﬁ, 1g3d, Lo 53,

B lldd i gz1. Apparently in nan-lucege eam-
pounds marviage prabibitions am Sob corErines
wich che distnbnacion of jueal suchafity, |-Gk e,
p. 276, fontaooe 5.




b

el

DAHOMEAN MARRIAGE: A REVALUATTION 83

assumme that the heirs are the eldest son and danghter of one of the founder’s © wives
tather than her own children is to assamc that the fovnder areales un autonomeous
eompound which is of no benefit to those who wonld othersise be her heirs; whereas,
if’ the uterdne childeen inherit, then it can be scen that an © estate ™ has been created
which will bzacfit the founder’s dauphter and her daughter’s daughters ad infinitan.t

It in any gencration there should be no daughters, the oldest son becomes head of
the compound and assumes the nume of the female founder: from that time the
compound is inherited in the male line. If he has wives in whom he holds rights
Lewedriveme bur with whom he does not cohabit, he must give their danghters to his
sons 4 wives; he may himsell, however, marty these daushters i he wishes, since
their fathers were © always brought from outside the sroup?

A regards the relationship of such a compound to the lineage system, it is nate-
worthy that great precautions ate taken to preveat the fission of the compound:
members are not allowed o move ontside, if it can br avoided; intermarriage is
tavoured. It s to remain a compacr, self-contained unit subject to pressures from
without rather thaa to the infeenal rensions leading to the growth and fission
characreristic of the normal compound howsing a linease segment. Also, if the hypo-
thesis is eorrect that such a compound is a heritable estate in a ditect fernale descent
line, then the position of the head within the lineage of her birth is of interest. The
dvailable data, howewver, watrant no more than the suggestion of some problems.
Lnless the tounder were a member of the royal lineage, or richts i genesrices were
not transberred at her mardape, the successive daughters and their wealth would
pass out of the lineage—a situation which eculd only partially be temedied by
repeated eross-cousin marrage.’ Lwven so, the founder and her descendants would
form a direct descent line with cettain privilepes within the lineage. "L'he possibilitics
of cunflict between such a ditect descent line and other collateral branches of the
lineage arc greater in the case of a male heir who, being a man, would be elipible
for lincage officet Such a man would also be in the position of martying wives as
compound head and as potential ancestor of 2 lincage scgment, with the result that
two sons might have very different status. Given the vatations in. the distrilbulion
of tights én sxerem and i gesessicem and the fact of favoured polyeayay, a man might
frequently be the peter of two children, but have jural authority only over one. But
0 none of these cases have Doth been under jural authority held by the same man
Intwo capacities : it is donbi(ul whether such Ane distinerions could wrork in practice.®
The various marmzgc regilations whichr cume into effect on the accession of a nale
heir wiight be interpreteed as an attempt (o mitigate this conflict,

T A bareen wennath paight, of conres, founda com- ot () 35 the L s w resu, his sons nrree within ehe
pound, but | believe fhat in sach = case Farther  compoond, &3 the popubuion of the componnd
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In shotl, © woman mardape ” enables a woman with wealth in land and palm-trees
to found a compourd, acquire control of peaple—everywhere an essential to native
wealth—and o cstablish an estute held in trust for the next heir by the person who
inherits the foundor’s name. Control of people is scquited through matriape : dghts
f arepresy are rereansferred ¢ giving the goat to the budk *); riglis in genefricem are
retained by the founder and her heirs i perpesasey in these © wives ® and their descen-
dants. These ks, like the land and palm-trees, are a patt of the property attached
to the founder's name and inherired with it

‘Child father threshold over ® marriage is also associated wirh the estublishment
af a compound headed by a woman who hay control of the property attached (o the
compound and of the children born to her and to members of et compound and 14
alse inherired in the direct female line. 1o this case, howevet, the head is in and of
the group. 'L'he founder builds g compound and arranges her dauglter’s marriage:®
this daughter is bound by salemn outh to rear children for her ancestors.®

Herskovits, withone further comment, refers to this alko ax ' consin marriape ™.
Now if the daughter’s daughter of the founder marrics hor father’s brothot's son,
appatently no advantages resule, 1f she marries her mothet’s brother’s son, she is
marrying & person who falls under the same jural authotity; such a marriage is said
to be prohibited.? Furthermose, since rights fs gemetricesr may not be rransfereed at
the marriage of this danghter, her children cannot inhesit from their father; no
economic advantapes would then result. However, a tcason for frequent ' cousin’®
marriage i3 indicated by a consideration of the stucture of spnilar descont groups
marked by the inherirnce of © itles *. A man abwars assumes 3 new name oa taking
political office. His eldest sun will not necessadly succeed to that office; he will,
howrever, inherit the name his father took on enteting office, & stool, certain honours,
and warious lands, slives, and palm-trees. This mame, which 1 call a “title” 1o
dificrentiate it froum the similarly inherited name of 4 founding ancestress, together
with the hononts and economic asscts atrached to it, goes from eldest son to eldest
son. {ftcn such an heir will retain rights dn geresricenr in his daughters when they
marry, 50 that his rroup will grow rapidly.?

In the inhetitauce of naxes and of dtles there is 1 direct line of descent from oldest
child tos oldest child of the samc sex as the original holder, whereas lineage headship
passes throuyh all the collateral lines of the lineage segmene under consideration and
voes to the oldesr male amang them: the lineage headship may fall to a title-holder,
but the title cannot pass to the other colliera] lines of the lincage.  The heir to 4 name
ut fitle retaing righits f gerpsricen in the duughters and thus assures control of their
descendasts; the sons, howeret, can acquire rights /7 gewsricess in their vwn wives and
their sons tend to form collateral lines within the lincage system.  Jusl as the colla-
tetal lines in the * title * descont line xemain outside the inherirance of the Lide honours
but withitn the lineage system, so it is likely that in the case of 2 compound founded
by a woran, the lines descending from the head’s brothers would tend o scparate

T The ginl is nota pawn nor u © wife® (Herskeowite,  her enough to build w eompound.
tg1h, o324, It 3o dificalt ro s how the eodic % Thid 1. a4y, Dote that when cights @ ges
wintld be in such a posden ualess she were cicher #riem see ok il oteed, neither iz Ttou poser uece
ahisinbesited f2ome ber linease o & fack iodepeadent 2 woman ag morhet,

thioagh spatial reparation. As a © friead custody ? * Le Fleéglssd, 1617, ppe 211-132.
vl e dgfru, o, 283} herbushand mighthusc given + Thid., pp. 37 @i 200,
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and form a compound on the lineape system. For a woman in Dahomey cannot
found a lineage : she may found a descent gronp, and the children of all her daughters
will fall under the joral anchoriey of the head of that group. But although the son
himself, and therefore cthe childen whom he controls, are under the jural authority
uf his mother, after the death-of that mother and son, the son’s descendants will have
4 tiale ancestor Lo wheom they may establish a shrine and thas found an avtonomous
cotpound operating within the lineage systen.

 Cousin ” marriage cannot be satisfactorily explained on the basis of economic
interest, owing to the operation of the rules of inheritance; nor, vwing (o marriage
prohibitions, is it likely to occut with actual rather than classificatory cross-cousins.
If, however, it is taken as an atternpt to tie the male line back into the compound
after it has scparated, or, conversely, on the part of that male line to retain 4 con-
nexion with the compound, it s in accordance with other principles observed in
Nahamey : the attachment of rights and properties either to a lincage segment or to
a name of tithe; the exdlusion of collateral branches from the inheritance of such namcs
ot tithes; the resort to marriage as 4 bond between sroups and, conversely, the feten-
ton of fights f geesricess in order ro ohtain control over peaple. Thus the fact noted
by Herskowits that davghiers musr marry as clid their mothers, whorcas sons are free
to acquire wives with rights iz gewedricess, is not an achittaty distribution of * types
of mardape or a simple difienliy of bride-wealth papment, but the adjustment of
jutal rights in accordance with the operation of the lincage system opposed to the
opctation of special descent lings of heirs to titles or pames with the proportics and
persunnel attached to them.

fFarenn Cusrvopy 7

Tt is not dlear from the data whether all situations described as * friend custody 7
are regarded as  mardage * by the Dabhomeans.! The term may refer to the interval
between cloprment and mustiage, to the status of 2 woman living in her tusband’s
compound with the knowledpe of her parents (in such 2 case her natal lincage appa-
rently accopts her children if she returns), or (0 & woman expelled Mrom her lincage
who {5 quite literally & © free * woman. The children of a © fricnd custody ™ wifc may
not inherdt from their father, nor is she inheritecd by her hushand’™s heirs; she may
leawc her husband when she wishes, apparently withour formal divorce. Hensrover,
a man devoted to suck a wife may give her much wealth before his death in order
trr assuie het futute and thae of her children.® * Fricnd custody * s a disruprive event
tesented by those who held rights in the woman who tan off and fliouted the vested
intetests of the lineage, estare or title-hnlder. In fact, the woman bas asserted her
status as a * free woman . Trs incteasing frequency i, accotdingr to Fetskovits, due
to the weakened jural anthority of parents over childten and to the ever-dncreasing:
tendency towards ¢ individualism * and indepebdence under French rule.

SIMMARY AND COIGTUSTONS :
The data on Dahomesn martiage, when analysed as o the dghts and duties of the
conttacting parties, have led to a neccssaty distinction betwees riprhts in 4 woman as

I Terakowits, 193%, 1 318-135. the dawshrer of ‘fosnd cusmady” wives ae genemlly
% 1 'his Is atohably the etigin of many femalc enm-  marded withont cransfer af eiichts o peeeficee,. Thd,
pomrds of che ®child father throshald ower® trpey  Logif.
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wife - tights éx axcerese- and rights in a woman as to the children she may bear, tights
i genetricest. 'Tho fact that these rights are nsnally held concomitantly in Dahomey
jpastifics a consideration of their distribution when they are not so coupled, 45 bedng
of cqual influenee on the form and finections of che marriace—functions which are
seciologically nf 2 wider soope than the reanlation efintcr-persanal relations etween
man and woman. It has been shown thac in all the thirteen © trpes * ol marriage listed
by Ilerskowits, writh the possible cxeeption of some insmnces al * fricoad cusiady 7,
tights £z sibcorese are recopnized and that where they are seenpaived the stats af the
husband is reguluted ser-d-wir his wife; he is also the socially recognized father of her
childeen. Riplaes dr peaedracemr may be vested (o) inthe wife's nrinthe hushand's lingage,
(&) i an office, " title’, ot “ name *, and these dyches yive odginal jural authority over
the womxan’s children—szighes which may Iater be transferred withour projudice o
the tights keld in the mother and other childean.

The differential distribution of rights in a given person, in these cases the woman
(aud ker children), acts as a structural ok betweenthe petsons ot cotpotate grouns
concerned; marriage isa mechanism {or the repulation of itter-laeae relations where
there is adificrental diseribution of rights in the couple. Where the tights i jesefrices
dn not Tost ulfimace(y in the hushand’s lineage, the hushand’s status 18 tepolated
pis-d-pir the porson, *office® or lineage in which these tights are wvested.! The
disttibutinn of these righis waries nof at mandom but with the needs and nature of
the social units conccmed. The differential distriburion of these rights has in some
cascs been cxplicable in terms of the lineage systern and inter-lineage relations, in
othrrs, of the tondency to potpetuate individual prerogatives by the formation of
ditect descent lines, and in still others the differential distritation of rights has served
as a social Lok of o political of cconomic nature, without the assumption of kinship
ties. It has also been scen that such tecont tendencies as greater freedom from kinship
conttols are reflected in the martiape syrtem, a.x, * friend custody ”.

In Dahomey the transferability of rghts is geredrioen: ceases if that right becomes
attached to an office, title, or oame  as all © property °, i.e, rights in and over things
and persons, is attached inalicoably to such offices, rtles, or names and held in trust
by the holder fur the next heir. The data suggest that once 2 lineage retains an
otiginal right i gewesriresr Ovet a woman bota into the lincage, it coases o became
transferable in her descendants. This would sugpest thar althongh * paeiling * s
correctly identifiable with the possibility of transfecring rights i gemeiricery through
matrigge, other factors than © mattliny * are connccted with itz non-transference. 10 1s
to be noted that the usual delnitions of ¢ matoling * and * pateilioy * consist in a dis-
tinction hetween the transferability aed non-transferability of rights @ gemesricen, but
that the variation i Dahomey is i to be useribed to conflicting theories of descent
but to the eperation of economic and politica] factors as well as to the growth and
inter-relations of Jinship units. T is noteworthy that althaugh rghts fp gesetricesr are
to be acquired by marriage, the purpose of acquiting such tights is hot necossarly
the arquisition of 2 woman as wife; in * worman marriage * ryrhts in 2 wroman as wife
are held sepurstely from rights dz geeesrsees. Furthermore, the possession of atiginal
jural authosity over clildren does not Jpre facto postulate a ldnship relationship with

* Fee when they vest in his awi Hocage, the poawer of that Hoesre to deprive him of his wives
fragine, pa 270) i Impartant.

[
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those children cither through the father or throngh the mother (¢, “woman mardage’,
‘cloth with woman *); it merely implies possession of rights /z gwesriees in the

mother—withio or without the field of kinship.

Rispmd
LE MARIAGE DAHOMEEMN: UNE REESIH:IETIDN_

L AGTEUR passe e revae divers types de maridge au Dahomey ot led analysc sur la base du
transfert ou nontransfort de la puissance. Elle fait une distinetion entre des drodes
sxeresy, cest-a-dire des drodts sut une femme en tant quidpaouse, et des draits # geaisdear,
c'est-4-dire des droits sur los enfants auxquels Ta fermrne pourmit donner nafssance. Malprd
gue clang certains types de matiape cos drodte solent transféeds eoncomitamment 41 mazi o
& s lignée, dans dauires Lypes ils sont partarés, de sorte que lo man acquicet des deaies sur
sa femme, mais les doits ane scs enfanls sonl metenos par 1 Heode de Pépouse, on por-
rajent ftre dévolus 3 un aifice, vn © titre ” ou wo nom. Cotte répariidon difffrentielle varie
d'apris les bescins et les situations des divers groupes en question.  Elle poue dépendre des
considérations éoonomiques ou politiques, on résulter de la tendance d*Etablit des Hendes de
descendanece divacte, afin de perpdtner des prévagatives Individuelles; dans cestains cas, elle
s'explique dans des rermes de relatinns entre Hendes,

Fa pussession de Vavtoritd de droit sur des enfanes n'impligue pas nécessaivement des
relalions de parenté avec cey enfunts, mais simplernent des droirs de gevedrdeesm sur lenr mére.
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HF, Tiv of Northern Nigeriz,? who number some Rao.000, believe that they arc

all descended from oue man, ‘T tv, thtough some 14 t0 17 generations of known
atcestors (Tfip. 1). These ancestors are constantly named in casual conversation and
in discussion of serivus affairs. To understand things Tiv one must know Tiv fiyeiales o
Ingies. By gencalogical reference a Tiv traces ties of kinship and martape, claiis 2
place to live and farm, arpues his case in a moat, conducts matters of magic and
rimal, and decides against whom he will tight on any given oceasion, {renealogies are
the key to Tiv social oroanization. Tiv political sttucture is hased on a | ineage
SSlein = a system of sepmented groups in which cach segment (save the maximal) is
inchuled in @ segmeat of a higher order but of the sare kind, and cach segenent (save
the minimal) includes sepments of a lower order but of the same kind. The Tiv
8y¥tem has an almost one to one cotrelation between lineage and tetritorial sepments.?
Buth are called 7 those of X7, the cponymons ancoseor;® thus Mbaduku (those of
Adulag) describes both the lineage seement (praven, pl. wipaver) and the discrete terei-

Loty which they inhabit (fer, pl. s,

The eponymous ancestor of the seem

ent (o) assocated with & minimal zar

(that is, a far which does not fuether seement into smaller whar) 15 usually from three
{0 8ix ponerations wemoved from the-aldest liviag people. Such g sepment, including
wives and children, may number from less than zoo to more than L300 peonle Tt is
a minimal segment; divisions within it may nat be referred 0 as sepments (sifanen)
but are called ¢ segrenes-within-the-har (wipases Aen fyoy)” ot by some other phrasc
which serves to distinguish them from segments (wimen] proper, Such segments-
within-the-hut are primarily of domestic rather than political stgnificance.

E Ficld mescarch smmong che Tiv Gen Julf 194y 1o
July rose, and June 105t 1o Jas To42 was Mde
posaible by prants from the Wenner ¢iren Foauridp-
tion and from the Sods! Scivice Bescirch Connedl
tnade &0 tmy bashane Panl Bobannag cred nugaclt,

* Ihe ke ® lincage sprtem 7 s hereusedas defie ol
i Afeisan Paliticd Syifoonr 24 8 agmmenticy. synteiy
of petmanenr, unileral deseent groups * which
establiR) ex eomporets nnir wish political firnetios
aud © ullich primarly remalates policed selations
hestrop Flectitoricl sevmicnts’, Tovees and Trans.

Privcbard, 1040, p. 5.

T The nisle popnlation of any toertorial SEEIETIT
coisists OF Hvet 8o per ecnr, agnasic members rE the
arsowiated lineape sopmesnt,

* Bome segrngnies are cilled © chose o the fasem %
“the red oncs L s ‘The oeder of SUINENTAONN fri-
eleding there i willed Ly Tiv = aegient by segment
(7t | i desoiplin ; that oxfudiar anly the
Lamcs of sponiinons ancrsiors © ket by father (g
@ dar] 7,

A, the Journal of the International Afvicar lustizate, is prbdirded By the Inrtitute, bur

eXesis whers adfermwite stafed the writere of the arficies are aisee respostcible for the cpinfonr aprerred.
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Amaong the Tiv the relationships between such gronps and among individuals are
genealngically defined. Consequently belief in a knowe and knowable genealogy is
an important element of Liv dogma. Yet seldom do two people agree on the sul-
stance of any given genealogy, Often one man cites on different occasions genealogies
which may be contradictory, later either denying that he made the contradiction ar
saying that it was immarerial,

If geocalogics were of less social importance o if varlants wete random, onc might
atteibute such varianes and coneradictions to lapses of memory, However, variants and
disputes ate most common wich regard to gensalogies applying (1) to the cpouymonus
ancestors of the scpments-within-the-hut and theit imimediate descendants, and
(2) to segments (affare) in which there is some {lism‘&panuy between span and depth,
between size and order of scgmentation, This observation frst sugzrested that genca-
lagical variants naight be not haphmzard hut consistent with certain principles of Tiv
social structure. Further field investigation into the contest of genealogical varation
indicated that Tiv ctitetia of yeacalogical trath lic in social consistency. The way Tiv
learn genealogies, how they use genealopics, and the arguments they usc in disputing
the substance of & genealogy will make clear how they judee the validily of genea-
logics. On the basis of their criteria of genealogical validity onc can discuss the
implications of genealogical changre among the Tiv.

I

An anthropologist learns zenealoydes systematicully. A Tiv learas casually and in
scraps. Such randem learning incresses the possibility of yencalogical variants. Italso
expluing the rather narrow range of the usual 'Lis’s penealorical knowledge—a know-
ledye limited to the relationships of his immediate kinsmen, of 4 rather larecr group
of agnates, and of the lineages to which he is affiliated. There are a very fow Tiv—
the politicians and 2 fewr scholars at heart—who learn ganealogdes and other mattcts
to an extent beyvond their immediare sphere of daily concerns. Their intetest and
facility is apart frovmn the common Tiv interest in and use of penealopies. All Tiv live,
breathe, and talk penealopics, bar anly in 5o far as they [llusteate some puiut or
telatmns]:up Ay dlbtinctl{:n hetween the lcarning and the use of genealogries in *Liv
18 artificial.

Tiv learn genealopries as they need them. Consequently, beyond his fipr and fhz a
Tiv learns to place genealogically only those kinsmen with whom he has chanced to
come into coatact. Such ramilications of personal genealogical kaswledge depend
on accident and vary tremendously from onc individual to another,

All Tix know something of their vatious 7zbe: theic own (the mother’s iy}, the
mother’s ighe (the mother’s mother’s i), the father’s igbue, and generally the father’s
tather’s izbe. A woman and her children are visited frequently by her own agnates and
by het mother’s acmates—if the mother s still alive. In the same way, during 2 man’s
father’s Lfetime, the father’s mother’s agnates frequently wisit the father and his
childten (inclnding ezo). Similarly, the father keeps in touch with his own father's
mother’s apnates (ego’s father’s fathet’s fefel. A child whose father died carly docs
oot know as oach of thess igfe a5 does oae whose fathet lived ioto his maturicy,

Dven where personal contact s laclking, Tiv leatn at least the #r and lincage of
their various gée A child rcadily [carns his mothet’s father’s nume and linzage (and
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often his father’s mothet’s father’s nane and lineage if the father’s mother is still
alive) as 2 husband addresses his wife either as © child of (her father)” or by the name
of her lineage (generally at the level at which her lineage forms 2 corresponding seg-
ment to his own). A man can generally identify the lineage segment of his father’s
father's mother, though he often does not know her father’s name, (Much depends
on how old he was when his father died.)

The names of thess women are impostant to an individual Tiv for they are pass-
words in his dealings with dlasses of relatives hound to give him certain kinds af
assistance. Consequently,  Tiv under rwenty Is often more sure of the names of his
father's mother and even of his fathee’s father’s mother than he is of the ordet of
names o his agnatic line of 2scent. Any of & Tiv's agnatic ascendants serve cqually
well to place him in terms of kis agnatic lineage. Yet, for other reasons, the main
body of a Tiv’s gencalogical knowledpe congerns his patrilincape.

As a Tiv grows up, his gencalogical knowledge is estended both in time aad in
space. A child of eiht to.len has visited all the componnds within the minimal far
(he doesn't venture outside it alone) and kaows that 2l the peopls within it are in
some way ot another © children’, S wives ’, of izfa to the clders, A lad of fizteen to
twenty knows what living people arc included within his own segment-within-the-
hat and the name of its cponymous ancestor, Ile is fairly sure of the coanesion Le-
twreen the apnates living in his own compound. He can penerally give the names of
the men in his matrage ward group' and their common ancestor, though he (not
indeed men some ter years older) scldom knows the descent of cach man from that
ancestor ot the names and hisrerics of the wards concerned.

A man over 25 foels thet he onghe to be able to pluce every adule male in his minfmal
lincage in terms of living fathers, in terms of compounds, and in terms of scpments-
within-the-hne, Within his owm scgment-within-the-hut he can give a fairly complete
gencalogy in the male Jine, He is most nnlikely to knowr his father’s father's sisters,
theit marriage guardians, marriage exchanges, and so forth. Many Tiv acquite 20
mote genealngical knowledge. Old men wha know no mote than this are called
‘ those of little linportance (srakiriki)

Generally old men act as genealogical expetts, the clder advising the yoanger,
Tndeed, it is a breach of etiquette for a Tounger man to cotrect an older one on this
subject. But none of the mea who have genealogical knowledge has felt obliped to
teach it to othets systematically, In the same way, Tiv do not fecl obliged to learn
systematically all the gencalogical knowledge which may be of concemn to them
some time; for all Tiv fecl that there ought to he some old men who do have this
knowledec at their finger tips, sed that undoubtedly, somewhere, there are old men
who have it and who can be asked in case of need. :

An adult Tiv gains most of his additional genealogical information concctaing his
dcad appates from the discussions of elders et moots, incuests, and funerals held in
his minimal Az At such events ambitious men of carly middle ape sit in the back-
ground listening closely, The following day onc may find them closeted with one
of the more knowledgeable elders discussing the fine points of the case. This added

U A group of sgoates, the fan acting as toattiage Sre Alipm on denl proups, A&’ Yory, 1939, pp.
graanlislls 1o individual women azsigoed to thon as Tei-d.
marrisge wards {and formely exchanged for wives}.

L
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checlk is tieeded. Much is passed over during public discussion. If all the elders agree
that such and such men are the descendants of Thundu, no one interrupts 10 ascertain
lhuedu’s precise place in the genealogy. * Those of little impurtuuce (wrhafirsii)”
never ioguire further. Brven for those who do, the added information s limited to
that which is relevant t0 a case which happened to atisc, and the field of increased
knowledge is thus more or less accidental. _

The acyuisition of genealogics placing lirger lineage segments s cqually casual.
Almost every male Tiv over 25 can name politically important lincage segments
when (and heoause) they are inclusive of his minimal segmeat. He also knows their
oppasahle and equivalent segments, but not the internal segmentation of these
equivalent scgments. Similarly o Tiv bas a rough idea of the telative location of sur-
rounding sfar. Ilis knowledge is built up mainly from the references he has heard
since childhood: the time ¢ when so-and-so fonght the so-and-sn with clubs ’; the
fact that “ he killed 2 cow for bis wife from such-and-such a lineage *; of * 1o get to
that market one passes thtough such-and-such a #r where they used to steal us as
slaves . Through such comments he aequires a notion of the ordet of segmentation,
of spatial position, and of the kind of rclationships existing between the segments
and the ##s: these one {ights with arrows, those with clubs; these one marries; those
pne took as slaves. ;

The farther away the sepments and s#wr ate in social and geographical space, the
less sure 2 Tiv is of the order of scomentation between the lurge segments opposable
to his own and the relatively small sepments with which he has remote ties of kinship
ot in which he goes to market, Thus most Mbaduka Tiv po to Aichwa market in
Mbaghera, o neighbouring fr and cquivalent lincage to Mbaduka {Fig. 1). Many
Mbadulku Tiv happen 1o know that the markct is in Mbakande of Mbagbem; a fow
happen to know—thanks to othes interests, such as closc kinship ties—the seymentary
place of Mbakande within Mbupbera. To most the precise ordor of such internal
segmentation is irrclevant. The average Tiv is incutious about such matters. He
knerws that the pencalogy giving the order of segmentation cxises. Its cxistence is
an article of faith, Meanwhile he rets along with 4 miniiwesn of haphazardly acquired
information, secure in the opinion that if he ever needs o know more detail he can
ask ¢ someone who knows .

Tiv who acquite fuller informarion do so becanse Lheir range of intercsts and
activities is widcr. Thus one voung man of 3o was sent by his farher, 2 government
chief, on an crrand to & socially and spatially distant lincage, with private instructions
to Jook iato cartent intrigues. He retutned with two varants of the intcrnal seg-

mentation of the lineage to which be had been sent--information necded for a

thotough grasp of the current political situation, the nain putpose of his visit. A
close apnate of his went o the same large lineage for a different purpose; he tetuzied
with faitly intensive knowledge of the minimal lincage segment of his father's
fathes’s mother’s peeple—whom ke had gone o look up—and without any keow-
ledyre of the segmentation of the larger inclusive lincages.

A Tiv leatns gencalapics s these concern his daily life. Henee his knowledge con-
cerns those people and pluces most important to him. An ambitious man or a chicf’s
son will have a wider sphere both of intesest and of knowledge. Amoay the Tiv the
fields of knowledpc and of practical interest tend to coincide. A Tiv does nat learn
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at gnee or from oo pomoen; thers are no ovcasions on which he recites genealogies
a5 wholes, INone fecls obliged 0 make his knowledge complete in any final sense;
most Tiv fail to envisape o simation in which, if futther knowledge is necded, there
won't e some old man who can be asked. Tiv themselves expect individual variation
in genealogical knowledge—with age and intelligence. The possibility that this ot
that man might not know this or that portion of & genealogy is readily admitted,
That someone knows {s & mattes of faich. Yt it is obvious to us from the way Tiv
leatn gencalogics, from their lack of syscemativation ot recitation as wholes or apart
from somc practical issue, that many existing varianls will go unnoticed und that
much detail iz incvitably lost.

il|
e
!] Genealogical knowledge of some sott is involved in almost every aspece of Tiv

ife, ilis kinship links—and his keowledge of them—furmerly derermined where a
Tiw could travel in safety. They still determine where he can marry, who will assist
him in casc of need, where he has a right to famm, who can bewitch him (his :I}wj and
who will prolect him from witcherafe (his johe). The names cited to prove one’s title

{ to such rights and privileges are penerally those of patents and grandparents, seldom

f of ancestors more remote than the father's facher's facher.

More remote relatives, collutenls, and fomale agnates are lass often relevant, though
sumetimes of great importance when they are, For ezample, on the death {from
disease in fact) of one small boy by suspected wircheraft, che assembled elders atyrued
fot five hours 10 determine the lad’s ajrnatic filiarion and henes those who might
possibly bewirch him: the arpument cobcerned the marriages, remarriages, and
adulteries of the child’s mother, father’s mother, and mather’s mather and the mar-
rage guardians, marriage wards, and exchanpes of several generations. The elders
were uniable to arree on the genealogical facts, Hence the matter was postponed for
further discussion uniil or if another member of that line got sick or died, Then
something would have to ho decided; if the matter ended with the death of one grmall
by it conld be forpotten.

A prachical eompromise somctimes determines 2 penealogy. One man calleda moat,
complaining that his father Apebnt had hesn cheated of twe martiare wards by his
half-brotaer Torgindi (Lig. 2). Torgindi, the only man left living of his peneration
in his minimal /a7 and the most influential elder in the martiage ward group, refused
to make gond the two mattiage wards to Apeho’s son. The cave of the {irst marrage
wiatd was settled guickly as it hinped on an old secandal known to all the elders—
the transmutation of slave into cow intn marriaze ward used to acquire a wife for
the then compound head mther than for the inheritor (a minor) of the slave. The
only way to discover wirethet ur not Apcho had been entiled to the other marriage
ward, however, was 1o establish the past membership of his matriase ward group
angl all itz n&guﬂatmm i the tiewe of Nyianshima. The very old men agreed that at
that time the marriage ward group had consisted of the descendanes of Amena.
* But who*, asked another elder, © was Amena? * Out of the Foatr-odd assembled
elders, only abont ten said they had heard of Ameas, and of these only three—all
among Amena'’s descondants and including Torpindi—were able to place him, They

! The: emse is teql, che names Actidoss,
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disapreed. One said Amena way Nyfunshima's futher und the son of Adogs (Fig. 2. T);
anothet said, Certainly not, Amena was 4 wotnan, wife of Adoga (Fig. 2. 11); the
third said both were wrong, Adoga and Amena were the two names of one man
(Tiyz. 2. III}.

Arzhom Anahom Anshom

|
Adoga Adoga = Anieoad Adopa) A rmena
| i
Ao Mydanshicea Myignshitns
| Shale Rt
Tlyimashira i | |
| Apchn 3 Totpindi Apebo Lopgrincdi
2 {ilteid) L))
I In 111
Frz, = :

The second vesion was dismissed, ax the three eventually apreed that both Adoga
and Amena had teceived martage wards : a woman cannot receive 4 marriage ward,
hence Amena was a man. IF Adoga/Amens were one man, then AdogalAmena got
more than his shate and the complainant deserved another marriage ward. If they
were two tnen, the division bad been fair. The elders were vonable to agree on this
puint. However, they decided that the complainant shoukd receive only one marsiage
watd (that one coming to him on the old slave deal) at the moment hecause there
weren't enough wards currently available to zive him two without causing hardskip
ta others. Two days later the elders tolkl me that Adoza and Amena were 2ve men
secazre only the one ward had been given to the complainane. The outeome of the
case, hascd on 2 practical and cquitable campromisc, also fixed a disputed genealogy.

The cxisting statc of affairs was talen as prool of 2 past state of aflairs and of a
gencalogy, Tiv arcuc many cases on goncalogical lines. Where the penealogical data
carmal be agreced upon by the clders, the casc may be postponed rive de and the
acncalogy may cvenmally lapse iato ohscurity or a practical compromise acay detet-
mine it.

Such processes arc particularly noticeable in those lineapes in which, thanlks to
the absence of u single man of prest infleence, elders of equal standing argue o the
wrtzrmost “ It s 7, ° It isn't® of opinion. Where there is 4 man of great influence,
appeal Is usually made to him @ his version s almost always the one accepted in moots
or in other penealogical discussions. Among the Tiv it is the political leader who is
credited with the greatest knowledyre of genealoprical data in all their ramifications.
‘Lhis opinion rapresents 4 twofold process. No man who hopes 1o ateain political
leadership can afford to be known as 2 man * who doesn’t know things *. The aspirant
to such leadership makes a point of acquiring the knowledge cited at moots and handed
on privacely by the political leaders of that time. Secondly, whatcver is cited by 2 man
wha has artainad zrear political influance is acceprad as walid and true. Where there
is such a man—and only ene—nne finds a fairfy standardized gonealogy riven
throughout his sphere of influence, and there is lirtle argument ahout the penealogy
applicd on aay onc oocasica, But one will not find him consistent with kimself from
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time (o Lme 4s we understand consistency. Tndeed, to look for such consistency is to
misunderstand the basis for vatiation in Tiv genealogies.

ITE

(zenealogies are cired in response to an occasion. There 3s no need, in Tiv life, for
relating gencalogical information to anything bul & given situation. Thar it does not
necessarily oceur to a Tiv to correlate new sencalogical duta with other genealopical
knowledge Is foreipn to us and st be illustrated,

In rosponse to my questions about the Type, 2 non-Tiv people who horder Iron of
Shangey mbashaya (Ifig. 1), the elders tuld me thar Uge and Kpat, who were both
the sons of Thor, had lived in one compound until their children quareelled: since
then, Uge amd Kpar have lived spart. Tkor is welevant in Ivon as the eommon
ancestor of Kpar, Uye, und the Utange, and heace infroquently relevant. Most vonng
toen know nothing of Tkot, considering Kpar—swho is imporeznt in tnany intea-Tiv
relutiveships—the son of Ipuso. :

I Muy of 1g50an affray accurred berween Kunav Tiv and [dam across the border,
To prevent the spread of hostilitics and to keep excited yonng men away from the
Uge border, the elders of Tyon told them, * Tet Kunav and the Udam Aght. We shall
not fght the Upe not will they come to fight 1s, for we asc bath sons of Tkor.* The
next motningr young men assured me of their peaceable ictentions by teliing me chis
tale, But when I inquired further abour Loz, most said they dida’t know whose son
Ior wras or whether he was the father, grandfather, or remote ancostor of Kuat and
Uge. Only oae of the men T asked said he would agk the elders. A very few paused
tor think iz out: the Uge are not Tiv, therefore If they and certain v had 2 common
ancestor Teor, then Tleor must be the father of Tiv. Theee few felt this a satisfactory
deducrinn: the remoteacss of Tkor explained to them why they had heard nothing
of him; mast importantly it explained Tkor's position sied-wis Tiv ina way consistent
with prosent-dlay Tiv-Upe relationships. It is most unlikely that any would have
attempted sach deductions if it had not been for my questioning. Only a fragmentary
genealopy is cited in responsc o an event; without further pressure ‘Liv do not 4t
this gencalopy into the rest of their senealogival information; with further pressnre
they deduce the place of that frapment by appeal to present features of the social
relationships between the persons or groups concerned in the gencalogy.

Genealopies are ¢ited as evidence of the validity of a relationship and they vary,
within certain limics, with the sspeet of the relationship stressed. Kiagha on diferent
oecazions has cxpressed the coxmposition of Mbanyam (T, 1) as follows

1. Gor and Wandia are ach scpments (wipuren) with their own sfer hecause they
had one father but diffcrent mothers; thetefore they must fattm separately (cited in a
land casc and the most commorn vetsion as it corrcsponds to sier segmentation),

z. In a speech made when Mbagor attended Mbawandia’s big dance in henour of
all wives taken by Mbanyan in the past few years, Kiagha said that Gor and Wandia
do not intcrmarty because they had one father and onc mother (a version always cited
in this connesion).

* The Upe (Obuchy Divisior. Ogoja Provinde) ate alss known as the Bisecel. The Dhange *ar home
live in Obudy Divlgioen; © chose oo the farm * ive smong the Tiv. Umnge speech in a Tiv dislect,
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3+ On oceasions when Sar (which is part of the r of Mbawandia) wasalso relevant,
Kiagha has said:

{=) Sar joined Wandia sather than Gor hecause Sar and Wandia had opne mother
but Gor bad 3 diffetent mother (explanation mads to anthropologist).

{#) Whea certain powertul afomée {mapical fortes and their ritual emblems)” wete
being discussed at a meeting of Mbanyam, Kiagha said that these afombs had
been equally divided by INyam among his three sons Sar, Waadia, and Gor—
each of whom had a different mother.

{r) At the end of the same meeting, Kiagba urped the people of Mibanyam to
co-pperate a5 they oughe becsuse © Gor, Sar, acd Wandia had one mather and
came from the seme womb .

WVarintions of chis sort—made in terms of * vne father * and © anc mother '—serve
to explain difforent degrees of identification as they are teflected in co-operation in
"r"ﬂl'.l.U"llE SDC]E.I. E.CIIWIICS,

Tae sex of the cponymouns ancestor and the order of segmentation may also vary
with the context. The lincage scpments Thakwer and Mbause (Tg. 1) are generally
given as equivalent sibling sepments with one father and different mothers. On one
occasion Tkakwer argued char it was senioe Lo and tnore important than Mbause; in
support of this argument Tkakwer wag said Lo be the wife of Tyouw, und Use the son
ol Tyou—thus transforming sibling scuments into segments of an unequal order.
The ¢lders of Mbause smilingly apreed, commenting that Use also was a wife of
Tyoua. They thus restured the equivalence of the scoments Mbavse and Tkakwer.
Such variation is generally conscious and almost metaphorical. That Tkakwer appears
sometimes 45 2 wornan (the wife of Tyou), sometimes 23 8 man with two wives
{MNyam and Tkaa), and sometimes 25 4 man with two sons (Nyam and 1kag) is, 35 the
Tiv themschves explain, politically quite ireelevant, as long as the order of dependence
and superdotity between the sepments 1s not changred. As wife or son Ueakwer is
equally subordinace to Tyou. The ordet of equivalence between units changes only
when the alteration #s nor symmertical, as, for exsmple, when Tkalewer, but not Use,
was made a wife of Trou. This flexibility is ussful aad used in pa::]_mcal thetotic 'md
may, to 4 cettain extent, he regarded as thetorical device and metsphor tather than
arglment on btm_a[ngfra[ substance.

d

‘Lhe changing political picture is reflected not only by contextual changes in level
of segmentation but by mote perrancat vasiants hoth politically and genealogically.
For example, Mbavar (I'ig. 1) is in sizc cquivalent o any of the component segments
of Mbapwa, Mbavat's sibling segment. Most people cite Mbayar as a child of Pwa
rather than as 2 sibling segment. Some say that the clders whe in the past teld the
administration that Yar was Pwa’s brother were mistaken, but that it isn't worth
while doing anvthing about it. Other elders say that Yar was born the brother of Pwa
but in size has ° hecome the child of Pwa (#ipr wan & Paa) *. Tiv fecl that size and
order of segmentation, depth and span of sepments, ought to cotrespond and find
difficulties in a genealogy which does not make them correspond.

' Ser Ahrabaen 140, ppo B4-ton; Aldgs 1930, pp. 170-234; Downes 1033, pp. 6367,
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Changes in affiliation rather than in order of segmentatinn are more unusual, or at
least more difficult 1o illustrate, Shangev mbashaya (those at home) and Shaagev
mbashintiey (those o0 Lhe farm) aes an excellent example since some historical depth
can be yrained front Lhe administrative fles. In Tiv dectrine lincage ties and terdtorial
distribution should be compatible, Their divergence in this case is cxplained by the
Tiv story that long aro sepmens of Shanges moved out © to the farm® and that
before * those at home * could juin then, (he Ugenyi® had come berween. When the
Ugenyi withdrew, the large lineage Jechira (Fig. 1) fullowed them immediately, pre-
venting the rennion of Shangev at home with those on the farm,

Shangzv’s anomalous position is seen fn the kistory of Slangey's genealogical tics.
The frst administrative reports (from 191 2) notethat Shangev clders called themsclves
descendants of Jechira; bur in larer administrative practice Shangey at home * worked
with * and co-operated more closely with Kwande lineages, and Shutygey on the farm
* worled with * Jechira lineapes. Later, in a reorganization on 4 srenedlogical and
territosial basis, Jarger Woes—called septs—were crearcd, joining previously discrete
units on a grenealogical basis. Both Shangey wished to be wnired in the same sept, bul
couldn’t agree on the gencalogical basis for such 2 reunion. At a mecting in 1gg1
Shangev at home said they wete children of Kwande, that is, they phrased their
practical co-operation in penealoyical terms; Shangev on the farm, however, insisted
that all Shangev were descend=d from Jechira. Since they could not agree, Shaoger
un the farm were associated wita Jechira, those at home with Kwande foradministra-
tive purposes. In 1943 they again met 10 discuss the position. Shangev on the farm
still insisted that they were Jechira and convinced thase ar home to the point of
going * to make fesh inguiries from cheir oldest elders ®, In Mar, howevar, Shangev
at home docided they kad ¢ only & practical affinity 7 with Kawande, bur Jochita
(Kunav and Gav) refused at this time to accept ¢ither Shangev on a gercalogical
basis. '

In Jamuary 1950 we attended an informal gathering of chicfs and elders of Jechira
and Shanpev: Jechira agreed that Shange really was a child of Jechira, hut that there
was nothing to be gained by meoationiog: it to the administeation at the time.

I have gone into detail because this is one of the fow cases for which some kind of
historical check is possible. With very few exceptinns, Tiv elders atc unaware of
the existence of this reenrd; they know only thar Shanpe’s ancestry is in dispute,
and the grounds on which they argue ®the tmmth’ of the metter are not the
histurizn’s.

Tt is the separation in space of the two Shanpey—combined with the policical
wigour of Jechira—srhich allows the dispute. By Tiv dogma the children of one man
should live noxt to each other, The arguments based on this spatial areangemenot
refer to general principles of Tiv life, Some say, * We Shangev all have ons father.
If those on the farm are children of Jochira, then we too awc children of Jochira, We
arc borh adjacent to Jechira, but those un the farm arc not adjacent to Kwande.

T Phe Tamenad fcssion cecues ia che paditions of  and Akipa {1039, pp. 34y, 363 and parde], Al sc
Tiv and of peoples to el noech and sonth, The  Keelle 1354, pp. 2c o al.

Lpenyi are penetaliy thoueht to have been Charodse. # This pasagraph is entincly bazed on date drewn
Tar the Charmba vetsion sce Moek tnz1, i, pp. 228~ Meom curren: proviocis] avd divisonad Ses and from

34, Sptne of the Tiv ceadition: ase moorded Ty carly assessment regrtis; any guotations s {frem
Diownes (1937, pin 4-5), Abrsham (1049, pp. taff)y,  theae fles,
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Henre weare Jechira.’ In reply others cite the Ugenyi iavasion to show that Shangew

wore sepatited by accident and may thus be Kwande by birth, those on the farm
juiningr Jechim only because they are separated from Kwande. "This last argument is
oot favoured. Most elders argue that once the Upenyl bad withdrawn, Jechira would
not have been allowed ta come between the two Shanpev unless they were very close
kinsmen; as proof they cite instances on a much smaller scale, ofien concerning the
actions of individual kinsmen. Some counter the anomaly of the situation by suggest-
ing an irregularity in the past: since Kwande was 4 woman, perhaps she was a ward
of Jechira and through some irrepulanty in ber marriage her children were also
Jechira’s, Usually all these speculations ate shattered by someone who recalls that not
ovet 20 years agn Shangev at home fought Ute: Jechira came to help Ute, Kvande
camc to hclp Shangey. Therefore Shangey must be Kwande and canoot be Jechira.
The citatinn of this event always ends the diseussion.

The implications of this dispute are obvious. When gencalopics do not £t all the
facts, alternare pencalogies exist. Arpuments ahout the substance of any portion of
;{cﬂcdlm,}r do not invalidate the belief in its cxistenee and provable truth, Tiv do not
doubt that Shangre had an ancesior who was cither ]cr:hlra of Kwande. Tt is not the
Hinewgre system, but the place of a parlicular scgment in it, that is under dispute, The
“ fucts T which st be fitted by the gencalogy ape thus the present-day relationships
between the groups concerngd. The zencalogical dispute ovet Shangey corrcsponds
to the political vacillation of Shangev at home between Jechita and Kwande lincapes.
Tiv genealogies do chenegc and, indeed, they must if they dre to remain compatible
with the results hoth of the changes inherent in the sodial siructure and of those
apparcnely the consequence of historical accident.

1~IT

Tiv critetia of genealoypical validity are social reladonships in space and in act
hetween the groups or the people referred to by the genealogy, Relationships between
large units ate proved by the same kird of evidence that proves pensalopries on a
smallet scale. Genealopical deductions often procecd, * A and B behave towatds each
other in X fashion. Lhose persons or groups standing towatds each other in Y
relationship bebave tn X fashion; therefore A and B stand in Y relationship.” 1f
several relationslips are characterized by much the same kind of behaviowr, Tiv will
even say that it is impossible to detcrmine which of these relationships was the
actual one.

To llustrate, Shar of Mbagor iz said to have had four wives whose desceadants
ate paired into two graups (Fig. 34): those of Agishi and those of Adezu. One clder
tokl me that Agishi was Apepc’s wifc and the mother of Shar and Adum. 1 asked him
why, then, should Shar’s descendants be grouped by Agishi and Adzn. He tried to
explain the grouping by saying that Adzu had besn sent as an exchanpe for Apishi,
I pointed out that her relationship to Shar’s wives was thus still unexplained. The
clder said he'd never stopped to think about i, and we shelved the problem for the
admitted ezpest, Kiagba,

Kiagha said that Agishi and Adzu were the senfor wives of Shar, his father’s father
(Iiagba was the oldest living man in Mbagor: he died in Aupust 1951). Tem and
the rest were junior wives who had been put in theire huts and whoae children might




312 A GENEATOGICAL CHARTER

fror
|
Aprege
|
Mashit = TemS — Shur = Mysmo@ — Wanye
i st Iy i g r
MBA-AGISTIT WBA-ATRELT
(N . v
MBA-SHAR
Frei, 14

thus be called * those of Agishi ® and * those of Adeu ”. T was content wntil 1 heard
Kiagba woluntcer to some elders that Adwu and Agishi had been the wives of Shae,
that Tem, &c., had been their daughters (Fig. 3#) who had borne children * in their
father’s compound °, that is, children whose pater (as opposed to penitor) was their
mother’s father. Reminded privaeely, after the clders had rone, that this version
conlradicted his provious story, Kiagha pot nnderstandably eross and said flatly that
Adzn and Agishi had somchow been involved in the marriage exchanges which
included Tem, &c. He refused to say any more on the subject.
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Some weeks later annther and less patient ¢ldes disposed of my questions out of
Hand. The main point of ks argnment was that when one finds a man’s sons divided
into granps, those proaps mast refer gither to their mothers ar to their erritorial
distribution—that is, on the farm and at home, Grouping by mothers may be made
on any hasis on which one can gronp wives : by each wife individually, by senior and
attached junior wives, or by women (mardage wards) exchanped for wives, There-
fote, since Tem, &¢., seemed to be the names of the mothers and wives {on the basis

of preseat igha relationships of their descendants), Adzu and Aypishi were either the

senior wives or the wemen exchanged for senior wives. He conduded thar it had all
happened * long azo (geds) ', that it dida’t marter which way it had been; it was one
of those ways, he assured me, for it was io none of those ways that hiz own sons wonld
be grouped.

No cleater demonstration could have been piven. Gerealozfes validate present
relationships; these relationships prove the gencalogics: and the form of the genca-
logy is modelled on the form of preseat relationships.

The kind of sodal relationship concemed influences the way in which genealoies
change, There ate, gencrally spoaking, two areas of uncertainty in Tiv zencalogical
knowledge. )

One arca of genealogical difficnley comes at and sbuve the level of the father’s
fathcr’s father of the oldest Hving men and Lelow that uf eponymous ancestors of the
scgments-within-the-hut. * Three fachers * is the standsrd Limit of individual genca-
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lozical memary of particular ancestors: thete are, as has been seon, strong personal
reasons for learning onc’s jpbe and one's three ascendants in the male line; here, too,
there are possibilities of personal contact and of fArst-hand lnowledge. From 1iv
gencalogical disputes and discussions it wonld seem that from the level at whkich
women cease to be relevant, that is, at the father's fathict’s mother, there also step-by-
step wynatic penealogies cease to be selevant. Hrom gencalogical discussivis at moots

it would appear that old men, besides their own fathet’s facher’s father, remembct

sotne names heard in their youth—porhaps from theit father's fathers—and associate
these names in @ way made meaningful by present-day relationships between living
people, 1 have no personal doubt that gen ealogical memory lapses herween the lewvel
uf the father's father's father of the oldest living men and the Jevel of the eponyinous
ancestots of the segments-within-the-hur, which have a geater permancnce and a

. wider relevance. In this sense one might echo the Tiv saying that every man hus

three fathers, adding in comment on the remaining teh or twelve ancestors who take
his ancestry back to Tiv thal they form buta zencalogicsl charter.

The second grreat area of gencalogieal dispute refers to those genealogies explaining
relationships between lineage sejncnes and is associated with vacillation in political
loyalties or with discrepancics of sizc and dopth. Genealogies referring to lineage
scgments tatify relatonships between large groups of people for political purposes.
Genenlogical dispures at this level are political disputes.

These diterent {ields of application arc to be correlated with the tange within
which a genealogy is known—sa fact with inportant implications for genealogical
stability. There are some 7,505 people living in Mbaduku who koow that Mbadukn
segments into Nyurnamgbaph aod Mbatyou. ‘The proof of that segmentation is daily
before their eyes in spatial distribution and is selevant in many deily activities. The
secmentation of the doscendants of Gior (a minimal scoment (fpapss) associared
with a minimal ##) is relevant to some 450 people. That of the descendants of kon
fone of the scgmerts-within-the-ut of Mbagnr) conccrns primarily only some 39
people. The larger the group concetned, the bruader the basc of knowledge and
memoty of the gensalopy.

By the very nature of the sclationsmps refetred to, genealogics validating lincage
scgmentation atg much more stable than those teferring to interpersonal relations,
They classify large and relatively petmatenc groups. Although the gencalogies refer-
rinyr to these large groups do change, the mte of change is comparatively slow, both
beeause the factors with which the penealagics chanpe—selative sive, tetritorial dis-
tribution, power politics—are themsclves of a gature to change slowly, and because
the chanpe affccts many people, The base of memnry iz so broad that it secms, te
‘[iv, extremely rohiable, .

I

__The fist article of Tiv belief is that there 45 2 geacalogy: that all Tiv are children
of Tiv through 2 known and knowable lin of descent, The substance of this yenes-
logy is debatable uad debated. What one may nat question is ks existence, its relevanee
to present life, and s nanire—thatis, asa record of the past cxistence of living human
beings whos: names arc remembeted in the genealogy, It is diffieult—and in some
cases impossible—for Tiv to comprehend that this belief sar be uestioned. Socially
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and eulturally, their concepts and valves are bused on this belief and permeated by i
One may guestion any given man’s knowledpe of the peacalopy, or any par of it;
one may not question that there s a #se gencalogy and that it is both known—by
someone, somewhere—and knowable,

This latter aricle of faith is one shated by many Duropeans, unfortunately in refer-
ence to a rather different standard of verifiability, Conceiving gencalogics as data
referting to cyents in time, criteria of historical validity have been mistakenly applied
to them. Wiitiap, the presence of genealogies in government files, a tendency on the
part of the administtarion and of all Furopeans to regard the eatliest recorded renea-
logies as the * true ' oncs {by an application of the historfan’s viewpoint}, and a certain
degree of litetacy amony the Tiv themsclyes all contribute towards 4 sreater stability
—even a rigidity—of gencalopics. Few, cither Tiv or Faropean, seem to be aware of

- the implications of such tgidity; such awarencss would be incompatible with their
faith in the truth, historcally speaking, of these sencalogics and hence with their
faith in the validity of these genealopies to sanction social relationships. For crample,
onc man of great influeace, a government chief, is dictating to his sccibe the gencalopy
of the larger lincage segments of Tiv and that of the smaller SCZICHts which are
under his influcnce. He believes simverely thut his peoralogry 3s correce (pes); his
influence and his fame for knowing (kings is so gpreat thar few dispute it. He himself
says that he wants il written down beciuse his sor—ay man of less influence—muy not
be belicved when, aftcr the father’s death, he quotes that same genealogy. Certainly
duringr a recent ilness of the old man, alternate genealogies favouring other Iines
sprang up overnight. Wich bis recovery they disappeared. That written genealogy,
however, will present a true genealogy in a sense of truth different from that possessed
by ‘Tiv genealogies previously, It appeals to & written past rather than to present
society.

It may well follow that a llnu:‘_'ﬂ.gt. SFSECM can survive only inan ﬂllrerate * snciery i like
that of the Tiv or, possibly, in one which avoids committing irs constratien o papet.
To place on tecc:rd the yrenealosy which apholds the statias qun is &0 strike a blow ar
the possibility of changa: without the accasation of Fn:ge:}r To prefer one genealng}
throughout time is to make rigid 2 charter which, iF it is to worls, must remain fhd—
and fo a certain extent is also to make tigrid a ﬂmd soeial system. Thr prescntation to
administrators of variant and validating genealoyies accompanies requests for chaopes
ot chiets or for permission for the fission of fusion of two povernmeantally relevant
lincage segments; by Humpem standards of va.I.iditg, such vatiant penealogics ase

falsc and have been termed ° cooked genealogies *. In the past, the fair arcompli

demaonstrated the tmith of the geneatory.

Thesc difforent standards for judzing the truth of gencalogies, or their validity,
mean that diffcrences in opinion gver the substance of aay given genealogy are not
fruictally investigared, oo the assumption that one s a known, the other a fictitious
genealogy, the enc true, the other false. The way in which Tiv learn genealogies and
the lack of written record allow changes to occur through time without a general
realization of the voourtenee of that change; social change can exist with a doctrine
of social permanence. Amony the Tiv to synthesize altcrnauve gencalogics is to
falsif their content and ignore their tole. Malinowski has spoken of myth as a
charter—thus turning attention from the substance of myth o its relation to culmure
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and socicty.! 'Liv genealogies might similatly be termed 4 charter —at once a valida-
tion and a meemonic deviee—inr prosent social relationships.
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UNE CHARTE CENBALOGIQUE

Les séntaloyics soat d'une teés prande importanes snciale pour le peuple The de la Nigérie
cu Nurd, ef font Pabjer de nombreuses discessions, Chaque Tiv connail les noms of kos
péndalapivs de ses proches parents, cant par la ligne paternzlle que matemelle. En vieillissant,
certe cunnaissance s'¢tead dars Ie temps et dans lespace, au A ef 4 mesure gue e cozce
des porsonnes avec lesquelles il eat en contact £éarg’t, Unhomme adulte scra ca mesure de
dérerminer chague mile adulte de son lipnage mininuin, wais il w'cst gogre prohable qu’il
sache quird gue <c soit concernant les sepues du pére de son pére, Ordinaicement | les wicil-
lards apissene comume experts oo généalogis, of, dans les cas doutenn, on cplec que quel-
quinn posséders les connnissarors nécussaires. Les généalopies fovrnics 4 la suits d’engudtes
par des agthropolognes renferment de aombronses vaciantes e désareotds, mais des Tiv
wattachent pas beaucsup d'importanes i ooz contradictinns. (s ne a"intércszent aucrnement
dars la ennnaissance systématigue des généalogies, qui soar surtovt appréciées oommce
mayen de validation des liews de parenté gui cxistent acniellement ef [sour ciablic Fanthenni-
cité de Phistodire oL Pexdsienes indépenclanre du people Tiv.
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