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THE ROLE OF THE CITY IN ﬁNCILHT CIVILTZATIONS @
A Study In Conflictlng Traditiona

By 3tuert Piggott

In an essay with a title of such wlde scope as "The Role of
the City in Ancient Civiligations"™ 1t is obviously necessary at the
oputset to Iimpose limitations and ralke definitions. 1 shall therefore
limit my survey In space o Weustern Asla and BEurope, the area within
which the earliest manifeatatlons ol city life cen be traced, and In
time I shall be mainly concerned with the pericd between the sixth
and first mlllennia B.C., durlng which the early evolution of the
tity took place, arnd its relatlionshlrs to other communitiess became
esteblished as a recognlsable pattern,

Definitlion 1s less easy. Tke term “elvilization™ has today,
ln common wlth many other shstraet econcepts, become confussd by
emotlonal over-tones to a degree which of ten renders 1tz usge mesning=-
less, or dangerously misleading. Like the eighteenth-century English
bighop who observed that “orthedoxy 1s my doxy; heterodoxy 1s another
men's doxy", there 13 a tendency for modern communities each to re-
gard civlllzation ss 1ts peculiar property, with barbarism or its
equivalent ps the portlon of other men. By or;gin and primary
dafinitlon, civilizatidh was the excluasive property of city dwellers -
of cltlzens - and the aﬁtithebiu division of mankind into clvillzed
and barbarlan pecples wa% a natursl corcept within the elassaical tra-
ditlon of Gresl and Homan thﬂught.l Juch a world-plcture, the product
of ecitizens in stable communities with & relatively mdvanced technoiow

gy, economlically based on agriculture, reasonably enough was conceived



with such an eccnomy as the touchstone. In ocur own times, sone
historians have tended to select as hlstorically signlficant only
those communities whleh approximste to thelr own ldeals.

3ince the dominant human socletles today are the helprs of those
which in asntiguity were bssed on an sgrieultural eccnomy ln which
techrological development was favoured by cireumstences and tradition,
a6 concept of elvillzation freguently helc at the present time iz
coloured by inherited attitudes of thought in which an advinced tech-
nology is squated with a high degree of clvilizatlon. Such ideas
lurgely date from the last century, and the materielist end utilita-
rian doctrines whereby the growineg complexity in men's materiasl cul-
ture, perceptible through histery and prehistory, wos Interpreted as
g naturel law of development, and sn lnevitable progress from savagery
teo civilization. To archascloglats and prehisterians, whose source-
naterial is in grest messure the product of techHnology, such an sssess=
rent of the psst socleties they are studying can be regearded as one
of seversl valid approaches to the problem, remembering alwsys that
like every 1nterpretation of hlstory, it is a subjectlve sstimate of
an gspect of human sctivity in the paat.

Iﬁ this essay, then, I shall avold the term "eivilization" so
fapr as possible, since 1t carrles with it an Impliclt judgeuent of
values, snd o limitﬁtibp, in 1ts usually accepted sense, to one type
of human society. 5o far & we are concerned with the city communlty,
glnce this appears to béaesaentially g product of just thosze stable,
technelogical active economies ususlly comprised under the modsrn
Western usage of the word "eivillzation", little confusion caen arise.

Put as I hepe to show, such asgricultursl economies {(with their result-
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ent nuelestions of population in wvillapes, towns or clties) repressnt
only one kind of responce made by men to the problem of subsistence
end sdeptation to enviromment, and thoy cennot be considered in iae-
lation. Whetheor or in what sense the alternative soiutiona could be
called civillzatlons need not concern us at the momant, il we mske
gparing use of that amblguous word.

The deflniticn of & city doss not present such difficulties.
My purpote 1s to dlseuss the dity 48 g unit within the earliest human
socletles In the 0ld Warld, in prehistory and in those perlods when
archagnlogical evidence still bulks large, and maey predominate over
that affsrded by the written reeccord. We are concernesd, then, to a
censlderable degree with tangible mnnifaatations guch g8 those provi-
ded by the erchitvcturc, plenning end lay-out of bulldings for public
or privete use; with walls and fortificetions; with the material
culture of the population as en index to arts and marufactures, ocrgan-
lzutlon and trade, war and peace. 1T 1s difficult to define the
limits between village and town, tewn and city, In remote antigquity,
though one con ve.s vapgue astendsrds of sige, implications of soeisl
ceheslon, end eviderce for a community which has passed beyond the
agtege of subalstence farming. In general, I shell zive civie status
to settlements which canh be shown to be more than a cluster of huts
gecupled by possant f&%;arﬂ, with some svidsnce of centralized
government end organization, often feocussed on a ccurt or temple {or
combinaticn of koth), wf%h g population lerpely snguaged In occupations
other than dlrect esnd exclusive sgricultire, znd 8o econcernsd with
trade to & greater or lsss amount. 3uch settlements may freguently

be bounded or dsfonded by walls or fortifications, symbelic and pre-
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servetive of the corporate indivlduslity of the unit.
In seelking the origina of the city, we must search for the orl-
gins of astable agricultursl communities, mainly dependent on cersal
_ R T
ecrops. Archaeological evidence has confirmed the inferences, drawn

;;;m considerations of climste, boteny and zooloxy in.the post-glaciel
0ld wWorld, thast the origins of grain-growling and stock-breeding ars
likely to have been In those arezs where, in a favourebls plinate,
the wild ancestor: of the domestlcated planls end enlmals known to
antiqulty were to be Tound, Such conditions existsed 1n tho region
now Western asia Trom parhaps 10,000 B.C. or gai here too 1t has heen
pessible for some time to point vut what seems to be trensition from
the Faleeollthic hunter-fisher snd food-gathering sconomy to one
involving at lesst the ecollection of plant seeds as food by a slmple
praocesa of cutting or regping. It was msssumcd that the tramsition
from such tentative bsginrings to the eatabliahﬂént of village com-
munities of agriculturalists, and sgein from these to the [lrat touwn-
ships Lo which n dste can be given by histerical means (arocund 3,C00
B.C.) rust have occcuried a vast perled of time, during which the novel
techniques of the famer slowly supplanted those of the hunter.

Ihe recent applicagtion of the methods of computlng dates in
the pasf by means of radio-carbon has hewever sfhown us that at lsast
the adeend staze in th;k development wes spread over a perlod of
time not likely to have exceedec two or three thoussnd years. 3Such
sites as Jarmo, in EHEt-EEHtP&l Megopolamia, 8 settlement ol stone-
using pecple eating a wheat closely approximating to the wild fopm,
though showing evidence of eultiveticn, and as yet without the
technique nf pottery-making, appesr to date from round sbout 5,000

E.GC.2 within 1ittle more than s couple of millennis, townshlps with
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the beglnnings of llterzey and applied sciencs, an evolving tochnoleogy
gnd z moP:?iﬁﬂimﬁutary code of lows snd formel religion have eppeured.
Indeed, 1f permanent hoazes within a dafensive wall he teken ns the
erchacologlcul evidence for at least the rudiments of the slity iden
{and they sursely may), this zoclsl snd architectursl unit had been
schieved at Joriche In Falestlne by a pevple with a material culture
tlosely comparsble with that of Jurmo - without knowledge of the uss
of pottery, 2till lszss of metals - end at & dete likely to aprroximate
to that of the Mesopotamliszn site. e

Whiles more evidence is of eourse needed, 16 1s bvepinning to
laook as though Childata thaai.33 of two syeecsssivae economic and Lech-
nolagiecal "revolutions" - ons marking the change From a huntepr-fishsr
geonomy to thet of the ggriculturalisz, luazer followed by the develep-
ment coi' the city concept, clossly linksd with the first uvze of metals -

may heve to be revised, Indsed, sz he reslized, 1t wsa difficult to

-suateln such a8 svquonce outoide the 01d Werld, since the fentral and

South Amerlean stone-using communities hed schieved a motable degres

of urbesn developnent without sny accompanying metallurgy save the uss
of gold for ornsmorts. Inszuad,'wa may k¢ faced In 0ld Worla asrchacols
cgy with g sltuction in which the beglinnings of wprieulturse sre Iinti-
metely associnted with the sppesaranece of & sceial unit in which the
main slements of the u#ban geonomy famllier In later prehictory ond

history are already present.

Be that as 1t muyf*by the third millennjum B.C., the city i

7]

eatoblished as e&n essential foaturc of all settled agricultural
communlties in Western Laia, In largs meusure owing itas exlstence to

techinigques of farming sufficlently cdvenced to provide s surplus cver
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and obove the needs of the farming community itself., deonomicelly,
guch towny or clties would be dependent on trude within their cwn
boundartes snd in tho surrounding countryside under the city's juris-
dietion, and, in response to incrensed technologlcenl developmants,
with more distont regiona whore the necoessady rew meterisls fop its
¢raftsmen migkt lie, GSpirituslly, cchesion gnd o rallying-poeint for
thu emotions of thoe citizens would bo provided by a2 cuntralized
guthorlity cmbodied in £ temple and its pricstheod, or by the court
of a ruler whoao qutr*butuu vere ot losat scmi-divines, It 1s hardly
nzcedsary Lo stress thot tShe emcrgence of scelotics in which aoms
form of religion does not permesste snd give sipgndficsnce to human
activity at every level, 1s un event of modern times,

The city, themn, early bsceme the seat of morel cuthorlsy forp
en crea bsyond its own walls); an euthorlty becied by 2piritual
sanctions and enforced if neccessary by juridiecal or militery action
Faﬂeﬁ on ths seat of government. In the clty, dogme and liturgy
iwmuld be defired and premulgeoted; custom end sradition codifisd into
flaws; locel useges regulisrised into e gencral aystem; diversity re-

. pleced by uniformity. Inevitsbly, the ciby would beccme the focus
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to such socletiecs in sntiquity. And g3 an Indicetion of how deeply
engreined in the traditions of the esrly rgriculturslists 1t was,
Juricho mguain hes shown in rseent months thet netureliztle portreit
maodilling was carried out by the town-~dwellers therg befone they made
pottery,; shd lotg befors the use of Ima?:.ala.f’P

We could therefore say wilith justice, thest on the evidence of
archoeology and of the sarlicst historical rscords of the Arclont
Orlent, tho town or city reprusented the fullest achlevemsnt of the
stable agricultural socleties in Western Asisa from thelr esrlicst
Inceptlons: In 1t wus represented the sum of their ceposbilities in
thought, emotion, and technieel sbility. PBut having said thlsz, we
pause.s Con we regard the erestion of the urban unilt, in the sense
we heve sketched It shove, as the irevitable culmiration of echieve-
ment within these societies? Did g11 food-preducing communitics tend
ts dovelop this pattern, snd if some éid not, heve we to regerd them
cs In soms mystic woy having folled to fulfill their destinics? 4And
what of other Torms of sconomy, dlscinmiler from the steble agricultur-
al comrmnities but surely co~existing with them - what 1s their
relation to the city tradition?

In attempting to cnswer these not wholly rhetorical gusstlons
1t will be convenlent to hegln by making a brief survey of the degree
of town snd elty davaiﬁpmunt achieved in Western Asis and Europe by
the end of the third millenmnlum B.C., around 2,000 B.Cs To start in
the sest, & complex cif% ceonomy had bssn sstabllshed in north-weastern
Irdla by some¢ time bofors ghouat 2,500 BuC.; cutside the griet desert
arcas of Forslua, elrcedy sncisnt citles lay along the trade routes

in Turkesten to the nortn; thances to the Elburz Mountalns ot the south
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¢nd ol the Cesplan 3es; southwards through Fers inte aneient Llam and
the Kingdoms of Zumesr and Akked. In Syris, the Levant, Cyprus, ngypt
end Asis Minor, townships hsd stood beyond humen memory; the second
waelled city on the site of Troy hed besen built, and round the shores
of the Aegern, und on its isluends, falr sized villapes at lesat sxlst-
od, somotimes with their cissdels snd wells, Seblled pessant communi-
ties were gstoblishing themselves up the Danube end in Centrgl surops,
and clong the Mediterrenesn gea-routses similar little ecolonias wers
belng founded: in &oUthern Spain thers were even 1ittle townships
beginning to be bullt whilch recall the Asgesn world, Even 1f by
Crientsl stendards the lnnovations of steble agriculture hed come
lete, end In glnple form, to the hunter-fisher populaticn, thers
gecmed every chance that suech cormunitiss would Flourdish end develop
there ag they had furthar sszat.

Put 1L 2 sscond survey hod besn mede flve hundred years lotsr,
spound 1,800 B,C. in faet, we should notics at once that the promise
hed not becn fulfillad. There hed been no e xpansion of the eity
concept in Huropet In India 1t hsd collspaed altogether. The femiliar
elogslical pettern of the Esst Mediterranssn civilized world surroundsd
by that of the barbsricns is beginning to form, sven il ITtoly is still
wholly a lend of poasant farmers and Myconcean Greece o decidadly
ruatic verslon of thutﬂinoan culturs It hes lergely superseded. oSpaln
hes become a hockwater. HNorth of the Alps we cre among thﬁ simplest
peasunt economies, eveﬁiif these sre technologicslly competent in
sueh crafts ea bronro-worklng., Ancother hoelf-millennium, ard the city
trredition was nlmost everywhervs either on ths defunsive or at a leow
ebb wcat of ths Levent, with cven the bostion of the Hittite Emplre
erumblecd.
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It 1s not enough to accept thls phencomenon as & commenplace
witnout usking ourselves why, in sntigquity, did the city complex, &nd
=11 thet 1t implied, not In foet develop in certaln rsglons where the
snteecdaent economic snd soelel conditlicns were to g1l aprecrsancss eas
favoureble a8 thoge in aress where 1% flourished. How did the dusllity
of civilizetlion and barbarism, sd apparent to elasgsicsl thinkers, come
sbout? At lsast port of the cnswsr ia conteined in the feet thet up
to the pressent in thilas sngulery we heve been considering only one type
of humrn aconomy in the apcient world, that of the sedentery peasant.
It is smlutary, and in the immedlute contsxt very ncecssary, to
remember thet slternative modes of sxistencs end social organization
presented themselves to mankind with the slow amelloratlon of climet-
ie conditlons after the finsl withdrawel of the lcs=-sheocts, and that
not everyone pdoptsd the rels of the farmer and Lownsmen,

Gibhkon, surveying the deelline end fall of ‘the Roman Empire, saw
that much of the understending »f thls problem lay in the apprecistion
thet svan at & comparabively late date in history, & "line of sspara-
tion" could be drawn "botween the civilized cnd the ssvage climates
of the globe; bstween the Irhebiternts of citles, whe cultiveted tho
garth, znéd the bhunters cnd shepherds, who dwslt in tants“.b and thia
sntithesls was slrecdy in men's minds by the beglnning of the =mecond
millennium B.C., when tfip inacription of the Third Dynesty of Ur
doscribod 1ts dangerons opperents ths fmurru {known to we In the Bible

i
a5 the Amorltes) as "a hHost whose onaloupght was like s hurriecans, a
people that from of old hed never Lknown a city™. In other words, we
have to reckon with the existence of cormmunitics, side-by-slide with

thost bascd on stable asgriculturs, with ths meblle and often nomedic
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structure associated with pasterallam.

In congidering this aspect of the place of the city community
in the anclent world, we are confronted wlth two major preoblema. The
first 1s that of the antiquity of nuﬁadism sg a self-gufflcient
economy, a& compared with that of settled agrieculture, and the second
iz the relstionahlp of the twe sconomies, or thelr varlants, 1n
origina arnd status: the guestions of whether psstoralism represents
an ahntecedent stage to steble agrieuiture, surviving as arc archaic
way of life by the side o these more "progressive communltiss, and
whether the bartarians beyond fhﬂ civilizged world are to be regarded
s potertiagl settled agrlculturalists whe have never, so to s &y, nad
g chance to fulfill themselves 1n creating the culture of clties.

¥t would be lrrelevant here to discusg at length the guestlon
g5 te whether we can In faet define pastorsl nomadlsm a3 & ssif-
sufficient eoonomys the evidence of urchaeclopgy 'and Pistmr? seem to
me consistent in demonstrating its real existence, With ths late
3ir Rlliz Minns, cne of the meat profound students of the problem, I
would regard nomadism not "es o mers stage on the way from food-
collecting to agriculturs™, but as "z highly apecialized mode of life
enshling man to utllize vast tracts™ of country in which settled
agrliculture, or stable pastoralism, weuld be wery dlfficult under the
eonditions of zimple éﬁsnﬂmiea.é In 1ts very nature, such an economy
a8 pasteral nomadlsm does nct leave archaeclopleal traces so marked
oy of ao pesrmanent o ﬂa%ure az that of the peagant or c¢itirzen; 1t is
far more slusive and mey lesve few memorlals save tombs. Nevertheliesa,
there is consistent evidence [rom Western 4Asia and Durope to indicate

that some form or forms of moblle pustoral communitles, at least



gsemi-noradic and with a ﬁinlmum dependence on grain-prowing, were 1n
existence before 2,000 B.C. as the counterparts of the sbable agri-
cultural economies, and moving over territories Immedlately beyond
their frontiers. It is clear that we cannot éiseuss one without the
other. The city and the camp are complimentary aspects of 1life which
cannet be conslcdersad in ifsoclatlon.

At present, the Flrst clear archasclogleal evidence for peoples
likely to have been semi-nomedic pastorallsts ls that from South
Ausaia at & date somewhsere before 2,000 B.C. In view of the conten-
tion sometines mads that pastorallsm can hardly develop te 1lts full
extent without the mobhility confsrred by the mastery of the horse as
g riding animel, we may neticse that the horse does 1n fact ssem to
heve been domesticated hy these peoplet tangible evidencs of bridles
shows that temed animals had certalnly been acguired and probugbly
ridden by nelghbouring agricsulturslists in Hungdfj before about 1,700
B.C. By a couple of centurles later the horse-drawn chariot was be-
comlng a decisive war-engine In Asla Minor and Greecs, though docu-
rnentary svidence of horse-ridling does nct appear there untll the
fourteanth century BUG.?

Around 2,000 B.C. we czn rasecgnlse a whole serles of comunities,
stretching from the Pontie Steppes to the Elbubz Mountains, and in-
cluding at least nortﬁaﬂnatnlia, mainly charsctericed by "royal tomba",
often of warrior uhiaftﬁinﬁ, furnished wlth a barbaric magnifleences
which draws soms of itaiﬁnspiratien {and probably zome of its mctual
materials) from the c¢lty communitles to the soutk., The implication

ol

of these tombs, shd of cther sevidence, 1s that we have here the south-

ern fringe of & nomedic province which by 1ts proximity teo the rich
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and technologlicelly sdvanced mercantile communltles in the Sumerian
and other eltles was able to obteln, by harter or plunder, the costly
traprings desired by 1tz ruling families, How eagrly this relationshlp
was establizhsd we do net know, but some have thought that the kinship
of idess perceptible between such princely graves and the famous HRoyal
Tombs of Ur, dating from scon after 3,000 B.C., may indicate contacts
between the steppe and the sown, with a foreipn dynaaty bringing in
barbaric idess, at this earlier dete, At all gvents, we can see in
these warrior cultures of the Huropean and 4slatlec grasslands the
ancestors of such historical nomsd groups as the Seyths, the Huns and
the Tartars, I1n walch the hunter-fisher strains of the Clreumpeoler
zone mingled with the pastoralism of the steppe, and could draw upen
the resources of the atsble agricultural communities, 1 necsssury

by fores of arme.

Bayocnd the zone of contmet wilth the sarliest urbsn communities,
the warricr cultures can be traced northwards and westwards into
burope from the Pontic region: Impeoverlahed in technolegical resources
at First, with the stone buttle-uxe as the symbel of authority and
waspon of prestipge sprropriate to the chieftolin, but soon secquiring
a zommend of metallurgliesl techniguea. There con be percalved g
mizing of tradltions hetween these groups ancd'the stable, 1 aimple,
agricultural communit%gs esteblished in western and nopthern Lurope
since the sve of the H?Gcnd millennium B.C. Analogles from historical
precedent, and from moisrn sthnologleal parallels, would suggest that
the latter slements ware rendered & substrate populetion undoer a
warrior srlstocracy embodled in the peatoralists.

The centurlss sround 2,000 B.C., snd indeud the next half-mil-



lennium, mark one of the grest turning-points in Jld World prohilstory
and history. During thls tlme, & decislve trial of strength tock
place between the two treditions, that of the clty and thst of the
camp, and the outcome of the events resulting from this contest was
the laying of the foundatisns of elasslesl snd modern Europs, HNot
Zengst of the giegnificant feetors invelved wea that many groups of the
astoral nomeds, or communities eclosely ssaoclated with them, spoke
diglects within the Indo-buropesn femily of lsngunages) langpuages which
by virtue of thelr eomperativoly simple construction, flexibility, and
capecity for sdeptetion and chanpes without loss of identlty, were to
become characteristlc of the major achievemerts in sxEpressad thought
and Imcpirnatlve Llterature in the anciont world from India to Ireland.
Hiztory, phllology and srchasclogy comblne to ghow us in outline
the wey 1In whiech ths probloem resulting from the clesh of eonflicting
phllosephies of 1ife wos resolved, st lesat temporarily. Ir the cast,
the city elvilization of the Indus, somewher:s before 1,500 B.C., or so,
fell defenceless bsfore the coneleughts of the Jenakrit-speaking herds-
men who commemorated thelr congueat in triumphant hymns to thelr gods,
transmlitted by orsl traditlon to the modern werld as the Higueﬂg. In
Fersic, toc, it 18 likely that thosec who introduced the Indo-Iuropea:

loanguage leter to be en%hrinad in the Avesta we;a Bpreering g8 relders
end congquercrs at much ﬁhe same time. In the moat snclent centres of
dtable agriculture ard tQWRships, from Zumer to Eeypt, es might be
expected the city trﬂditi;n weg eble to held lts own agslnst, and
gventually to sbsorb, the invaders - Guti, Amurru, Mitenni, Kasaites,
Hyksog and the like. In the cbsorptlon however, ths old tradition was

modlfied; survivel wes obtesined et & price. In Asia Mlner agsin
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cbaorption scems to have taken place bstwoen horse-breeding warriors
snd the old city populatlons, with the conseguent rilse of the Hittite
Empiraxwith Ite mixsd languages which ineludsad Tndo~European dislects,
The Minosn kingdom guccumbed to the reiders from the ﬁainlgnd, and
though Mycernsean culture was heevily tinged with Mincan oSl oarine. Tk
was something new, more alkin to that of the Hittites, with whom it
shared un Indo-duropcsn longuees, in this Instance Greek.

Further north and west ws are In the world of communities of
peasant fapmers csteblished lc te, and aporadically, in the psried
2,000 - 1,500 B.C. In south Spcin we mey perheps sece Little townships
1iving on until cfter the middle of the millennium; slsewhors they do
not develop until after they are re-sstablished from the ssst from
ebout BO0 3,0, onwards. Can we now, at this stage, find an explana-
tlon for this tardy snd pertisl development of the city tradition In
Wgstern Burope In the wery elreumstances we have besen eXamining, the
clezh of eontonding eultures sround 2,000 B.C.? The guesbtion cannot
be esnswored witheat further considering the nsoture of the pestorel
nomad tredition in the msoture form In which we sncounter it in the
niddle second millennium B.C., how it differed frem thet of the clty,
and how it affected the succsssor states which srose after the inltial

Impact. .

In & recent atudylﬁr the problem, pestoral nams 4 eCONOnYy has
been summaed up g8 bosaed upon "& eomplox of anlmals rsther than s aingle
specles, bualanced in term; of prering cheracteristics to utilizs all
the grass cover of esch leeelity", so thet the long gross is enten by
cattle or horases, the shorter growth by sheup and goats.a The mobili-
LY necesscry in such an eeconomy, which schoes in its rhythms that of
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the hunters Ffollowing the wild hsrds from grezing ground to grazing
ground, was maintalned and developed by the use of the horse as a
riding animal, but a form of pastoralism could well exist without the
horse in remote sntiquity as it did In recent times iﬁ guch cormmuni-
ties ag the Mesai of East Afries. In such s setting the soclal
structure becomes one of strong personal relationsg within a family,
clan or tribe, within which framework the individual iz largely self-
sufficlent; thi. structure tends inevitably to be organized and held
together by a warrior aristocracy, snd the clvil corporatleons of a
settled agricultural cconomy are unknown,

Patronage of the arts and of technaiogg canl however exist in no
small messure, though in the simpler system of personal loyalties of
the pastorsl economy, such patroeasge becomes an Indivldusl etlribute
of the chisaftsin and the members of hia couri, rather than of an in-
stltution such as a temple. Representationsl art is seversly sub-
ordingted to gbstrsct patter, and the artiat shows little or ne inter-
ezt In the huren form se subjsct-matier, though he may olten show a
pesslonate absorptlen 1in animal motlifs. And while it is obvlous that
monumantel architecture would be 1lrrelevant to a nomed, the cdemand
for equirment for warrior and retirue effectively stimulates techno-
logical advances in cfaﬁta such as those of thelmetal-amith and the
wheelwright. The ncrmai‘abﬂﬂnee of writing in such societles does
not preclude the composition sand technleal elaboration of Imaginative
literature transmiited ":J;';,rL word of mouth and retained by the énhanced
capaclity for memory characteriatic of non-llterate peoplezz thias is
the miliev of the werld's eplec and herole postry, and the Rigvedsa

showa thet philesephicsl speculations embodied In verss of great

o



metrical virtuosity could also be schileved under such conditiona. In
itz essentisl dissimilarity from that of the mentality of the sebtled
peasantxﬂr townsman, the nomad tradition is marked off as an alterna=-
tive to, rather than a derivatlve from, that of the aépiculturalist.
Once the tredition crystellized, it could only be embraced from cholce
rather than from necesslby. The incompatlbility could not be reaolved;
the barrier could oot he crossed.

Tn such societies the warlike element may often become dominant,
sapecially in the form of inter-tribal cattle raiding such as we see
in ths early Irish hevoie tales, or, where the borders of Lhe nomads
march with these of settled sgpiculturalists, in plunder of the vil-
lages and townships a0 tempilingly aﬁ hang, "The mountain sheap are
sweet, tne valley sheep are fetter ..." 4And on the success or fallure
of these raids depends the future relaticonship of pastorslist and city
dweller. The equilibrlum maintsined betwsen thaICDntrastad econcmles
remgins unessy 8u long us the initiatlve in warfare, and innovations
in military technology, ars lsvgely in the hands of the nomsds. Onee
these are adopted by the clty communities, and cen be backed by the
facilitiss for maas production inherent in a stable eccnomy, potentlal
victory is in their hends. The events of the second millennium B.C.
show clesrly enough hmﬂhthe more ancient city sEatea were in msny in-
stunces able to acquiraEWhe power snd cepacity to withstand the
onslaughts of the pfeﬁat?ry nonzds srouvnd thelir frontlers by Just
theze mesns, though at tﬁe price of transforming themselves inte seml-
militsry states, ir a position not only to act in thelr own dafence,
but to wege wersof agpression on an incressed scale within and beyond

thelr own borders.
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I would repeat that the antinomy between the nomsd and the agri-
eultursl braditions wes not one that ccold beresolved in terms ol the
sdoption by one side of the economy of She other., From the first,
those contrasted traditions were Irreconcllable. Thé settled lifes of
village or townshlp presented nc attractions to the pustoralist
werriors for him the town wes thers to be looted, perhdaps, but other-
wize te ha shunned and avolded. One locks in vain for svidenee of
eity merchents leaving their countlng-houses to join the horsenen ol
the steppes. At & low lsvel of techmology on both sides, with neithear
tradition developed in decisive fopm, some sort of merging would be
possible, as we shall see in the sequel, ' But at the mature atage of

E

evolution in which the two ecornomles confronted each other ir UWesstern
Asim in the gecond millennium B.C., any such amalgamation was out of
the guestlon. 4 cholce hsd been made, on cach side, und once accsptsd
had hecome an innate way of 1ife, acceptsbles to £he other slde only
when 1lmocsed by sheer force. T4 1s misleading to think of the mncient
eity culturss as an idesl for which &ll men yoarned, "We needs must
love the highest when we sse i1t" is s sentlment for which human his tory
offera sinpgularly 1ittle auppert, =nd at all events ideals are many,
ceach peeculiar t9 o reatricted traditlon and presenting itaell as a

I
goal only te thosu brought up within the framework of that partleular

k
1

world of ideas.
The nomeds had, before 1,500 B.Cs, schievsd priority in the use
of the horss Tor militar& traction and to & less sxtont in tts employ-
ment sa esvalry., Tn asia Minor the hegemony of the Hittltes must have
been lazrgely bazed on chariotry {and Lhe use of lren, exclusive to

them at this time)}, and so far as tha uee of the chariol iz concerned,



the same maﬁ be sald for the Myeensemns. The Zgyptians adopted the
technique as a result of their wars in the Levant, and by the end of
the fifEEEch century B.C. were lmporting chariots from the Mitennl

of Aeia ¥inor. Under the dynasty of the Amurru {thatapeople who had
never known a city), rose the kingdom of Pgbylon, and while we remem-
ber Femmurabi for his nﬂblc code of laws, 1t must be recslled thet to
hils eonberporery penegyrist he was "the grest hero, the destroyer of
foes, the stormwind of war, smazhing the hostile land", The ecity
states were not only on the defensive, but were becoming increasingly
engaged ln agegressive wars, snd the chariot wss to become, 1in the
handg of the Indo-Europsan Kassites and liater under the Assyrians from
the end of the second millenniuvm B.C., the cherseteristiec equipment

of the warrior sristocracy new flrmly established in command. In
Indisg, the ancient city tradition did not thus change its character
into that of the warrior state. It succumbed caﬁpletely to the msttack-
ing forees of the Aryens end secms only to have slewly re-esteblished
1teelf after centurics of submorgzence beneath the ruder traditions of
the steppe.

The city and all that 1t connoted in the anclent world survived
the crizls of the early second millennium B.C. only when it was able
to place itselfl on a leyel equial to or higher than that of the nomed
hordes in the matter nfﬁhctiva warfare. Having thus established its
position, it was inevitagly prone to use its military nrestige to wage
wars of aggresslon with aiher city states on & fer larger and more
decigive scale than the internal disputes and changes of dynasty which
chequer, for instence, the history of Sumer and Akkad in fhe third
millennium B,Cs It survived, lndeed, only at the cost of beceming a

warrior state, devoting much of its rescurces to territorisl sggran-
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disement by foree, constantly on the defensive ggainst similarly
ambitious states and apainst the still-present pastorsl nomsds, them-
selves more than ever dedicated to warlfare end plunder within the
pvrevailing temper of the times. -

In Europe, outslde the Aegesn world, I think we can seg & dif-
ferent sequel to the encounter of the two traditions, that or the
pegpsant Tarmer snd that of the nored pastoralist. Here the situatlon,
on hoth sides, was onl & lower technologicel scele than In the Orient.
£s we have seen, by the beginning of the second miilenniwn B.C. The
soelal unit schieved by the prehistorlc population of burope had not
substentially advanced beyond the amall ﬁillage, and in many regilons
iz likely to have beer 1ittle more than the croft or farmsteac of &
gingle famlly of farmers) 1ln northern fZurcpe, there were s5till con=
slderable remants of the old hunter-fisher economles ol Palseollthic
lineage, Into this leosely knit pattern of scattered communities any
spreed of pestorelists from the s teppes to the east could have been
gredual and without any overt conctest for land in a sparsely popula-
ted Gurope - Indeed, there may well have been indlgecnous areas af
pratorellsm esteblisked ss esrly as the first Iintroduction of domes-
ticoted animels from Wesbkern Asie. We have not here toreckon with
the horse {though 1t mey have been already dsméstiuated by the wield-
arg of the stone battleiaxea}, 84t111 Xess with the chariot, es Ilnstru=
ments of econguest and sub fugation. What happened £s a result of the
meeting of ths two traditions was fuslon end amalgamation, so that
prehistoric Burope remained, up to the Roman Conguest, & land of slim-

ple economies irn which both settled agriculture and pastoralism

played a part, but with the latter so deeply permeatlirg the fabric of
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society that the evolutlion ol township and eity could not tazke place.
ﬁithout thls decisive mixture of traditions in Burope at the
beglnning of the zscond millennium B.C,, it 1s diffigult not to
assume thset the development of the city tradition woﬁld have hed every
chence of procesding there aleng the lirnes famlliasr in other regions
where settled agriculture had evolved, or been implanted from ancther
centrae. Ve must.of course pe on our puard agsinst the failacE of
biological anglogy, and the amssumption that human cnmmﬁnitiaa develop
gccording to naturzl laws In comparabls sequences. We must too
recken with naturel deterrents, such az the dense forest cover of
the deeiduous woodlands aver rmeh of thElﬂPB& beycnd the zone of the
Mediterranean flora, end in the north, with incressingly adverse
climatic conditions as one moves towards the Circumpolar regions.
But these in thelr klnd were no more Insuperable barriers te early
egriculturalists than the difficulty of 1rrigation and othor problems
of ervirorment which Taced them, and were overcome, in Western Asla.

- With the availeble evidence before us, 1t does seem Llkely that
the barbariasns of the classical world were not msrely the paszsive
products of geograpihy, but rather the result of =n accidental mixture
of contrasted tradltions at a stapge in the davalupmant of hoth whare

.
nelther had the technolopglesl sdvantage over the other, nor had elther
developed their own seﬁiof ideals to a degrzée which gave them the
force ol long-inheritediconviction, We may say, 1f we llke, that

tentative pastorslists encountered tentativs agricﬁlturuliﬂtﬂ, end by

so doing produced a rutuzal modus vilvendl which inhiblted mach develop-

ment along elther path. The Instability and inchogte structure of

such 8 mixed eeconomy would not permit of constructive evolubion in
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either part of the mixture, and if the city idea was to sppear in
Western Durcpe, 1t would only dc so after direct trensplantation
elrezh from 1ts anclent home.

sueh £ bransplantaticn, which was to resuld in ﬁhe establishment
of the Aoman tmpire, was achlieved within the centuries after about
800 B.C. by the foundation of the first Liruscen settlements in Ttaly
by immigrents of Asiatic orlgin, perhaps indeed from Lydia as Herodo-
tus believed, and by the plantling of the western Greek colonies.
These movemente had thelr precursors Iin the Myceansesn trading-posts
set up at lesct as far west as Slelly by the Courteenth century B.C.,
and probably beyond:; along these routes too came the "grave Tyrian
truder" to found the FPhoeniclan depots ss far as the 3traits of Gibrel-
tar at the begloning of the first mlllennlum B.C. In =um, cliy civi-
lization in the west was in no sense the product ol slow indigencus
evolution from simple pessant economles, but the result of deliberate

settlement in psrilibus by colonists coming from already highly de-

veloped urban centres in the sasz, bringing with them the new tradi-
tion in a complete, snd intrusive, form.

It is desirable to elosze this brlef survey with & VWewtern Luro-
pean posteript. With the establighment end growth of the [Homan bEmplirs

we have arrvived at the @cint at which thi: essay began: the antitheals
of eitlzen and barbariaﬂz separsted by what AMLG1G1 has termed the
moral berrler betwszn twé worlds of different idesls, betwsen whilch
no mitual comprehension céuld be Peacheﬁ.? Trengelplne burope pre=
jented to the Romans not only e lend of technologically undeveloped
agriculturelists, but one in which mobile warrior bgnds exizted ss an

actlve opponent t¢ colonisl expansion, sither In themselvez, or as
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warrior aristoerscies based on s settled pessantry. 4 successlon of
evants, pcrceptible in the archzeslogical reecord in the earlier stapes,
later confirmed by the svidence of history, resulted In the formastion
of the Celtlec peoples, sgulnst whom much of the aggreagive warfsre of
the Homan army was dlrected from the second century B.C.

The cherscter ol the Celtic world of this time fits naturally
enough Into the framework of contrasted economies we have been dige-
cussing. We can perceive in it not only the substrate population,
descendants of the anclent mized population of pestoralist and agril-
cultursl traditions dating from the esrly second millennium B.C., but
a new and Torcelul Infusion ﬁf g tarriopr ﬁristmcracy pimast certainly
agaocelinted with pestorelism, The cgttle-resring, horse-breeding,
ehisriot-drlving heroes of the Ulster eples at the dawn ol the Chrlstlan
era are closely akin to thoge of the Rigveda; negrer in tinme and space,
to the Zeytha, True, sfter the establishment of theg Homsn Frovinece

in Gaul in 121 3.C., Gallle Comete - "Shagpzgy Gaul" - was moving to-

werda the formallon of s primitive culture of townships,; which might
heve devsloped Into somethlire more 1f Ceessr's war of sonquest had

not been pushed northwards. But the Gsulish chieftains, snd those in
fritain, were not fer removed Iin spirit from thelr semi-nomadic pasto-
ral ancesters, aond areaaLUf rastoralism certainiy geem to have survived,
In Britein at least, unt%l the Roman Conguest. LHuat of the Rhine lay
the territorles ol wapriﬁ; hands meving 1In a nomed state 1n the woocg-
landas with the barest spr{nkling ol agriculturalists. Tha doman Cone
que.t of Gaul and Briteln was a repstiticn of thoze contests between

the militery forces of the city stste and those of the warrier pas-

Gorellsets which we have sesn in the ancient kest from thse second



millernnium B.C., cnwards,.

Wlth the consolidation of the Homan Empire in Burcpe the ancient
interplay of ccnirasted economies wes for s time held 1n check. The
events lesding to the Smpire's fall, and the comlng of the Darx Ages
ol Durope, are not in themselves anythirng new, but the resumplior of
an imremorial order of thinga, the renewing of a conteat between the
incompatikle ways of thought embodied In the ¢ity and the camp. There
was nothing new in the so-called ¥igration Pericd - pecples had been
on the move from choice rather than from compulsion sincue renocte an-
tiguity. By the Middle Ages, the clty treditlion had established 1t-
self on a firm enough foundetion 1In Eurcpé to realst the impact of the
still surviving nomsdic war-bends, even when, in the Tartar assault
¢f the mid ;hirteenth century, the nomods! aftack wag Tressed home Lo
the frontiers of Germany, ard It "might be apprehended that the shep-
herds of Seythia would exiinguish her eitles, hor artes, snd gil the
Institutlong of olvil sﬂciaty”.lﬂ Sueh must have been the feelings pf
the citizens of Ur st the news of the railda of the Amureu, in Harappa
ts the Sanskrit wore-cerics were heard acrosy the city walls, or in
Knogsos when the Minotaur was doomed.

it the beginning of this essay, I exprsssed & prefershncs for
evoiding the use of the word "civilization" in %ho discusaion which
was to follow, owing taiits contont judeemertbotwesn contendling human
societlics. Dut of course such a judgement hes to be made, and thae
pose of the detacnsd anth}opnlﬂglﬁt bacomes increaslngly dlfflcult to
sustaln, and cdeevesasirgly convineing, £11 thet we, and ths grest

thirkerg of the past, hsve sgreed to econatitute civiligation - net in

the zense of teehnoleglesl ackiesvement or political domingnee, but
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man's mastery of his own powers - finds ite most favourable environ-
meént In those conditions of securlity end leisure made possible by the
5e$tledxagricultur&l economies and their townships. Civilizatlon deoes
not come by accldent, and is no esasy or casual pracasé. It 1= g son-
scious but diasinterested pursalt, invelving an uninhibited range of
engquiry intolall knowledge; the achisvement of a asense of values at
oneg fastidious and tolerunt; snd the refining and enhancing of the
intellactual, splritusl ard emctlonal perceptloms end experiences ol
man. By reason of its inheresnt diffieculty of attaimment, clivillzation
can never be the endowment of the majority, but it is the Influence
of the few that determines the c¢limete of "thought in any eépoch. How=
ever imperlfect in conception, snd hewever they may have fallen short
of the ldezl in practicc, the fragmentary rough drefts of civillzation
hsve been sketched out, plecemssl and by rares individuals, within the
framework cof the city socisties of the pest. | .

It remalns only to repeat once more that the foregoing theals
I have outlined haz rno greater validity than any other interpretstion
of history; it is s peraonsl estimste of what appear to me to be sig~

sy

niflecsnt fectors, not perhaps sulficiently stressec before, in the
formation of the ancient snd not-se-ancient world of which we are the
heirs. Fatterns in hisbory may so well exist, iike beauty, only 1in
the oye ol the hﬁholdEP:HBUE a subjsciive interpretation of the past
ls better than no interpgatation, and is aftef all the only one possi-
ble to the human mind. ﬁ% least, it recognises thst it cannot claim
finality or be all-explanatery, and that in its very subjectivity it

allows Tor gz many alternative and correlative perceptions of the

innumerable facets of human history as thers ere historians.
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For an admirable discusaion of this position, see ALf¥ldl, !'The
Moral Barrier on fhine and Danube', in Homan Frontier Studies
(University of Imurham, 1549}, 1-15. : '

Tor Jarmo, antilguity XXIV (1950}, 189-155; for Jericho, ibid
XXVT (1952}, T16-122.

Az developed for Instance in Man Makes Fimself (1536} eand Whas
Heppened in History (1S941].

antlquity XXVIX (1953}, 105.

Desline and Fgll, Chap. XXXIV

Minns, 'ﬁrt.of tha Northern Nemads', FProc.Prit.icsd. XAVIIT
(l?tﬁb}: II-I-?'C}QF- : ;

Cf'. Hutchinson in Froc.rrehist.doc. XVI {195ﬁ], hE=tiL with refs.
There is evidence for the domestlcaticn of the horse in Keshan
and Turkestan sz early as the foarth millennium EiC.

Reardsley, 'Hypothessa on Inngr Adaian restoral Nomadism!,
Mem.Soc.Amer.arch. no.9 (1953}, 24-240.

ALT¢1dil loc.cit.

10, Deeline end Fall, Chap LAIV
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