


THE ROLE OF TRIBAL MARKETS IN AMOROCCO*
EXAMPLES FROM TIE “NORTIIFRN Z0NEY -

MARWVIN W, MINEECLL

ESTERN observers in Moroveo are astonished by the juxiapo-
sitionn of modern urban dismiets and deeply mimal ribal rerric
taries, The gleaming, np-to=late buildings of Morocee's Turo-
pean yuatlers rernmd ome of Caltormia rather than of Trance. Casablanca
bears a strong resernblance to Los Angeles and s suburbs, Rabat coald be
San Diciro, Crujda bas the aspear of Fresno or Bakersfickl, It is possible to
ravel for weeks in Morocen and tever leave excellent highways, Bac in
the arcas of buropean influence ane is never far from the “real Morecea,”
whete tribal anthority 1s still dominant and the goals of life arc mdependence

and salf-sutfciency. The generalization i often made thac the tribal terri-

COTICS aro :v-n[vingz from g medieval woa maodem Wiy of life, but such a
L'mul.mlisun duoes not do usoice to che warsimde of the changs. The coo-
nomic and sociz] er wironiment of tribal Moroseo mare ._lr_msd:r rr_l,Lm:.lr_\
that in norchem 1'|1mp“ at 1:|1L time of carlicst Loman conguest, In reeent
vears Morocco hus been scrugreling with problems that were Tesolved 1n
the West more than a thausind years ago.

The cearest sxpression of this “split personality” is an -’il.'{r_'lP_t_ Cransitign
from orban to rural setclement, In che Westarn world we are accustotned
ro think of towns as [mks hetween these owo mades of life, In Maorocoo
such links are hard 1o find, Between eoe civy and another are only villages,
hamlets, ar soalated farmsteads. Towms of the Westarr type are of wery re-
cotit origin, and most of them are m arcas where Euraocan mfluence has
been strong. The almest tocal sbsence of rowas in Morocen can be explained
by the ]:u.u_sLnn of a specia] msorument of trade—rche weelly market, or s,
(placal, aseng). e b vpv:n at pr u:]uthnmcd sitcs,
which are deserted during che rest of the week. In each wibal area one or
more sitos are reserved as mearket places and arc named according co the day
ol the wesk on which the ket is held, On the morning of the appoineed
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brisk mradmyr, the market bowing to break up, and by wghefall the ste s
-:IﬂpLy agalll, ol SR ;

The desply rural “Northern Zone” of Moroceo (untl April of 1936 con-
trolled by the Spanish as o “protectorate’) s an exccllent arca 1n wehich to
study the teaditional role of the sug. This “zone,” like the large area of
Berber speech in the High, Muddle. and Anti-Atlas, hay suffered hitle from
the obsenrime effects of Toreign inlluence. The Arabs, who firse entered
Moracco at the end of che seventh cenmury, had anall intezest i the high-
lands. Luropean colonists, largely concerned with mechanized agriculture,
alsu peferral inds of gentle relief. All che moumeain eribas have embraced
lshm. some have leacned tospeak Arabicl und a few have adopted the Singer
sewinyg machine, ut ic is an |‘_‘,-' in the last oo dn:_r_"..Edm that their traditions

of independence and self~wfhciency bave beew seriously disturhed

Tmr axD PrLace

Waps of Meraceo show more chan a thousand parkets, Their presenee
15 indicated by the Tollowing names:t B bed (Sunday). Froeine (Manday),
Lt tlet {Tuesduy), £ arba (Wednesday), B blapis [Thorsday ), 2 fema (Fo-
day), f5 sebt (Saturday). For political as well ¢s econemic reasons each tribe
holds ar least one sug of its own, and a complete evele of markets may be
mamtzined. S1x mackers. [or example, ars Leld by e nooecous Rilan wibse
of the Beni Ourlaghel ® The ideal Tocation permits any member of tha
spotsoring tribe ta wisit the marker and retnrn home 0 single day, This
stipralation can be satisfied even when the distance is as muoch as 2o or 30
miles; for the Moroccans are preat walkers, and on matket day no one wants
to remain ar home, The sug is vwch more than a market in the economic
sense it s also a social and political assombly of meeat importance in nibal
life, Marker day s che tme for legal transactions and o0l ranner of negoti-
ations. By nighifall wribul authorives have resolved mose of the problems
of the week. Since tho my serves as a dleaninyrlirase for rossdt and news, Jts
altraction is overpoweting, The gudt (Koranic judge) of the tribe of the Beni
Seddar onece granmed a divorce to 2 woman whose husband had refosed o
allow her to vt the sug. On market days in the Senbwjan mountaing the
writer has seen people wading barcfooted through snow.

n fre prepazation af this sapee spacial vee wes meds of sheets of the “Caree de recomingissame s, ™
1oiaacee, publister by che Tostiin Gecraphigoe Monena, (Anncee de Seivac), Baober, 10300
? For additionz] rfermasion e msckets o RS see T B Haol Ak Tlliegnaphic Savey af

rhe Kitian Teiee ol Al Woarsagle! L Donneder Bee. de Diveipacioess Manmaeton, Vol o) 1gs, ppe 2o -6
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Physical factors are of primary imparcance in the sclection of markee

sites,

dable weater supply. It the moist high-

lands of Jebuls and Rhomara each tribe possesses dozetis of porential market

sites, but in the Rif perennial sereams are raze and che chief markets are lo-

cated where there ore .ﬂpriugs or wells, Markets are often P':u.‘f“d cloae i 2

rebigdous sanctuary or shrine {marabis), since the site is proected by sucred

authority, and melediction [(tagar) falls o apyone whi disturbs the peace,

This was a major consideration o generation age when Meorocco was rent

by tribal warfare and markees were tarbulent asscmbhics of anoed men?

'I'wrey types of market are distingnishahle (Figr. 2). The more influential
ix the Jocal seq. Markets of this type draw o few himdred people from a

eadins of 10 or 12 miles (Fig. 1), Their main finction is Lo serve as focl of

conmmerce for dispersed but sedenguy populations engaged in subsistence

ayreiculeore, Mhfereuees of slopr:, CXpOSIIe, anied seil permic somne bp:‘.cia!iza-

tion, but no community specializes to the paine of dependence on athirs Lo

?T.ap]s, foods, Ome village tnay iry 0 increase s flocks beyond the level of

teed or, ifits land is wooded, may make P;Ld]im ks ar plows. Another vil-

lage may have a surplus of eggs or an evershutdanee of fruit. [u spring

vereal a,Lr.:rLLq are bow, and there 15 a brisk trade in raising and dried bgs. 'The

lacal suqg “also serves as 2 place of deposit for sugar, sll, eooking oil, and

keroscne—the primary commadities that munst be brought m from outside.
i n :
T'he second Ly pe af sug, the rcglunai markee, draws a larger number of

people from a mdins of as much as 20 miles. Markers of this thpe are located

at the eonvergence of major commmnication lines and on the frenticrs of

complementary producton zoues. Morocgans make a distinction bepwesn

e sequita, whore erops cam be grawn wndee irtigation, and bled bonr, where

only drv farminyg is possible. The larger markets are asvally on the frontiers

 of these two zones. The Wednesday marker at Targuist, on the castern edpe

"ol the mountains of Senhaja es-Srair, enjoys this {“'ﬂ'l'lth] oty of advantages
(Fir. 3). The solc oansportation artery between the humid Rhomsara amd
the semiarid Rif passes nearby. Targmst is akso the apex of two trachs ower

northern Moroeco's momtainons spive, Fram the wrigated terraces of the

hirhlands come sumner crops of maize, beans, squash, and & (hashish,
Canmahis sativa). In the drier bne watmer Rif therz is in norowl vears a

surplus of winter swwheat and barley, nats, fruie, and olive o, The mountam

1 The chiborare precration: mken w enane order ab mackes ore o besceibod o Hobert AMaortagine:
Lot Berhires et e Bfaklizen dins L= sl du Magnos Esai sor Ja teanstorrratiog polily.e Uiy Lierbéres

setbeatuiom fproupe Chirch) (Thcis.
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tribes bong planks of cedar and ping, and the Rifan @iber make haskers,
hats, and mucting from cove, palmetto hibers {Clamacrops Arelic), and
STt grass {Sepa fenacissima). The mountain tnbe of '|arhzoe speetalizes
*- m tamming and leather work, which o be exchangred for pottery manun-
[acturad in the 1Rif.

ki, bneans

i o S Lk ; f
b L [ Ry .I o S 5' | S
i \\. .-: I e ' )f? .'"' i | *
R ., 1 Y by " i 4 kS
| :l-'l 3 i l'-. ‘tl I « o -;-I:': b II _,,,-"'f
| e "-\ ) £ Trine ] ndb g — =2 I ,
- i % E o e 17 i '-I (C B
.II dml
1
i ‘é] Murket Buses
| - Haremk
E L

-
SN A O vm e

' n E:J 'D;F

Al

Tz 5 Cicwlatiow of macker buses Fom ‘Larpuist,

Cxamrerrs orf Locar amd Beciovar Blarkirs

Let us comgider two muarkels celebrated on che sane day. Bl hid Lieni
- Bon Near {Sunday [market] of the soms of the father of MNear) 13 2 local sy
chat attructs abour o0 people from a narrow cone extending ulong the
flanks of 2 deep valley cut by the Oued ol Had (Sunday stream ). 'This 1 an
arca of subsistence agriculre. The slopes ave steep and the soils stony and
Wi, bt a fow strearns are perennial. and o varicty of crops can be grown
under irtigation during the dry summer to sapplement the winter crops of
barley andd rve. "The suq s reached by a track from Turguise (Fig. 1), and
when this is ot blocked by suow ar mud, o small bus filled writh merchants
comes to the market. They set up tents or booths amd dit;pla:,' tolls of cowon
cloth, soap, sugar, salt, tea, and a varicty of other goods ranging from fer-
i tilicy charmy € ball-puine pens, Artisams repair shocs and make charcoal
braziers from sorap iron. There may be a touckload of Lsa from Alhucsimag
aud possibly & teaveling medicine nuan.
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By novn all who are caming o the market have arnved. The SUq 05 at
ity peak, "1 von f}.rutiug, s::::l:hing mass of huwman btiugs. quadrupm:lﬁ amd
feathered thimgs ™ ‘The women exchange sosip as well as their special
praperty—egas, ponltry, bread, and fruic, The own pather apare and besides
sm:tling the impﬂr‘mm tribal business haggic over the prices of tea, mil, RILgAT,
i et Everyone hag a tom with dhe ftinerant pedd

ers, it fesy puschase
anythmg; for in chis area of subsistenee economy ach faonily wuards its cur-
rency for 2 martiage o some other speeial evene. A rough system o guarters
(rizbiny is recognized, and woek after week the satne woods are found af the
samie place. Burchers and blacksmniths work a short distance away from the
rest of the wroup. When chere is o load of Osl, fires are kindled and pact of
the purchase is ermstmed of the spor. But most people are satistied with a
simple nweal off barley bread and dried fruit. By midaficrnocn the load of
fish has been sold, awd those who live close to the road  sometinies more
than S0 ]:N:ﬂ]-‘llt —crowd ot thetrack for a nde. The bus stays as ]nug as the
merchants focl that there is o chance for a sale, but by nighifall the suy 18
abandened and the markee hns s stirring up giant cdopds of duse

Tiach market has four main funcrons: (1) distribution of Local products;
(2) exchange of mral surplus for weliw goods; () draalation of articles such
a4 pottery and millstanes from specnal plages within the country; and {4}
dissetnitiation of foreign imparts, The larger, repional, markets differ from
the: siwaller, local, narkews in a grearer emphasis on the last swo fimetions,
A good uxample of the regional type is Ll had Jebel Arruit, located dose to
the ports of Melills and Nador [Fiz. 2). In addition to che simple goods ol
fered at Had Beni Bou INsar, this market hoasts toy balloots, fAirccrackers
{for nse on wedding days), and o myrind of other commandities of natdonal
anel intermational origin, On a represencative duy at Jebel Armur one can see
cotton eloth from England, satvas shoes from Spain, Hushlighes and padlacks
Leam Japan, political posters from Egypt, and spices of many varictizs, mostly
from Indlia. More tan o thowsand people gather hare on market dav. Four
buses britue tnerchants f}nllmﬁadcm Trucks also come from these
eities and from Alhucemas and Onjda. This sug is large enough 1o reyuire
the services of professional weighess and erievs.® But at nightfall the marker
place is deserted, and there 15 Liedle o suggest char this siq waus large and che

IThis celerfnl phase, whmen by Budgect Meabom ae ihe wim of the COnOUry, 15 jusl s applimhle
g e markens of taday Clhe Moecrs: A Comprchonsyve Desoption. [Landon aml Sew York, npal.
PLTE N

#he Rahon wessee line cach propie B imrzifn, “shamcles o Slymess and rescrve ars codiod
vichues his thee dipmfed l-ti'ﬁ; Matket criets. miwsicians, dbaies, ._'.r||:| wthere wrluo diﬁl_.'-_d_-, thermselwes n
mblic are memaors of Jutcuste ghougs.
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ather one suull, The lergese trade ac bath markers is i the simple necessities

of mral life, such as sLfFaf, salt, and L?l:‘.T-".\‘it‘.T'll:.

LIn il ENTESS OF THE 500

I!_L_jém'-ﬂn af trade hus no commicrpart at present in the Woestern 1.=..'n:31'ld
The uniquetizss of the 5114 derives (rom che Face that ic 1 re wacides] as an m—r
stimtion, an cvent, and pot as a foamre of settlement, Merchines and peas-
ants 1MEeSt oIl ey |_||,|] F_':rl."l'llnfl. C{L'lrJIl':r el |.|1'I'||.':l rl-l{' [ A I T ITI0ITE: t]::l.:'l” il L]'II:I“—

sand years mérchants inthe O dm'r have ocenpied fxed positions and

cocouraged dipetsed rumal populations o come o them. 'LUhree racal vad-

ing mqnmuunb I e beenn prommingnt L.umpa,, and tione of ther corre-

spands 1 thit Huq “Hic aeneral commodiey b rs of medicval time, such as
those founded by rhe comts of Chanpagne, were aurmal o semiannual
cvents designed t0 encourage wholesale sxchangg, Livesiack tairs hegan
cithet as specialized derivatives of yreneral wnnuuLhLu fairs or as cxoressons
ol mere awcient commeraial contacts hetwenen pastir al proples and entrg-
preneurs bused in eowns, The I‘JLTIL"Id](‘ village mackets, still co be found 1n
most of tnrope, show a closer functional r'E‘Sm*.bhun* tor the sug. Dut us
carhy as the twelfth century cural m arkzts m Livrope had concrete exprossion
as trowry, Markeflecken, or smirler foum, Furthermare, thess were Imposed in-
“rrarket davy” asigned by decree. In
arder to find a conterpart in Burope of the Moroccan suq, one muse look
beyond the Middle and Dark Apes o pagan time. Ther, I northern Furopt
at |r.’1>.t, “rarket’” meant periadic assc mbly .-md ol necessarly a foamre il

“market rights” and

teettlernent”

Chpen-aire arkets of the Maoroccan type sepresent an allem L (o TCCom-
mle dusires for security and for comimercial -&:«;L‘]‘umg& it this systenn ol

trade can be eifecive only among populations of sedentary habic and dis-

persed setd=ment. Whete settlentent is dense, as in the Nile Valler, or wadely

dispersed and nowadic, s in the pre-Sabaran steppe, other arratygements for
tradling vnust be made. Another prereguasice s that conanunications mest
nac be teo elahomte: for when transportation facilides evolve to a Western
stanlard, markets of this tepe tend o lase their ephemeralness and change
ingo tradine towms.

O Andnd Al Uhe Genggtages of Lairss Mnstrared by Old-%acl] baamples, g, Bere, Vol
L, L1023 3P 33 a0

S0 B T Thekinson's discossives of Uhis bopic i “Lhe ‘et Beiogean Oy A Geagraphics] -

Inperpretation’™ (Lomdoe, s ) ppe 301315, and “Gurnmiyt A Genersl and Fpmiamanl Creangivali'™

[Muow York, 1931, pp. L361fy.
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Wheve are these prerequisites satisCied? And wherc are recurrent markees
1o be found? Carleton . Coon® considers that the right conditions for the
excisteice of a “staggered serles of weekly markes”™ are fonnd in Merth
Africa and along the Caspian shore of Tran. Tu realiry, wearkees of dils type
are scattered over au ares extending from Moracco to the Phulippmes. Pat-
terns of raval trade in Gehiopia are similar® Stankey® found market places
on the banks of the Congo, where all was “animation and cager chaffer”
el nson. when ey became “silene again and mtenianted, a prey o linormn
anil shade.” Weekly oarkers play un imporeant role m the seonomy of rural
India." The West Bengal har, for cxample, fmedons almest exactly like the j
s, and a sieailar conparison can be made between Morocean. markets and
the village faims of S?ednvu:.k.” As in mest problons of culture history, 1t is
a guestion of independent invention versus diffasion. Is = pattern of trade
with Totating weckly markers sufficiently cotnplex to saggest orgin in one
culture urea® Or are we dealing with a system of cxchange that could hawve
cvolved spomtancously wherever conditions of sectlenicu and hvelihood
were appropriate? I may he noted that annual and weekly trade fuirs also
cxist in parts of Larin America, and that the weekly fairs, at lewst. probably

~ LA

trace to pre-Cohunbian lima.%

A MNroarive BOLE 19 LRDAN ByoLriion

Fortenately, imnorance of cause, in this case. dozs not precinde consider-
agon of cifect, 'Uhe snoeessful functioning of the sig in Motocon by, had
an arresting cifcet on nrban evolution. Uhese murkets serve as links bernecen
citics and the rural conneryside and rerder cadimg towns unnecessery. In-
decdd. there isn cquvalent m Maghtibi Arabic of the word “rown.” From
smedina, “eity.”” the Mornccan voabulary turns w dechra, “village.” doarar,
“hamlet,” and wxih, “Brmstead.”

How cauld citics have ovolyed 0 Morecco withont leaving traces of
inteemediate stapes of urbanieation? The answer is thar Moraccan ciries did

i Cgrawan: The Srarr of the Middle Tas [2ew work, e} pp. 7L 190 Teferece on 1R

*F, T. Simoums: The Peoples atd Ezenomy of Tugreder cnd Senipon, Lebinpia (Diss, FhT.,
i_ln:_vc'rs:if:l.- o Talcornia, Terkeler, 1.0, pp- 454-327,

V1 BA, Stamleys 1hrongh U Lrark Compinetat (2 wolzs, Mewe York, 1378) ol 2 ppo fik.

Tl liceramire o [ndian mackets ts 1ics e esprzially D Theshpade: Marker Willage: and
Ierindiz Fair of Dombey Farmatak feaian Ceair fopen, W D0, Lol PRS- 3L 530

v | L, Spencer: The Swedvwan Willape Bain, Fun. Geongr, Vol 16, 140, pR- 45235

1 The best acoounts oF mmal wazkers 11 Latin Aoerion ko fa 1 writer ane 1. M. Wy
Tairs soF il Ciontrs] Ancles, Gragr, Rev., Wal 7, 199w, ppe 63 #20aad G M. Poser: The Falk Leomamty
of Bural Musize, With Special Baferwd 1o Mafiering, foem. of ke, Vol 11, 1643, pp- 233 i
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not evolve as tradmy; centers for the ruml countryside: they were established
by decreg. ‘I'he Mozoecin city is at imposed endity, forcign to iribal lifc.
Some citics trace their ongin to Roman time, others began during the period
of Arab conguese, still otlers were fmded by the Europrans. Nio Morocan |
ciry 18 truly native. Tt is not surprising, therefore, that cifes should be fomd
wnily in the lawkunds, where alien authoricy was vasy to establish and ain-
* tin (Fig. 10}. Tn the highlinds Berher ideuls of political independence and

economuc sclf-suticiency acted as a check against urhatieation,

Intimaate telations berween city and hinterland are difficult to csrablish
whet urban imstfutions are imposed h}r.alitu atithoritics. Cirles thus estab-

43 This seaternent coloes Walter Vopa's remarks a “Vilkuges and Siegs i the Tglh files SMocotiing
of Motowes,” Senrish Crape. Mag., Well st, 1935, PP 144151
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bished become parasitzs, dmwing SUppOLt frone the rural L‘.-:‘-untr}'nid.c [hat
offern

- in exchappe. The peasset population coutinues w look to e
lovcal markets for satisfaction of basic needs, Fés, located i 2 rich algrii_‘.u]nlm]'
atent anid renowwned for the high qualisy of its erafts, is the only Moroccan
ciry intimately related to it hintarlind. But the noaclens of the Fés bourgeoisie
is formed by descendants of Aral immigrants from Spain, whese pronunc-
ation of Arabic often is unineelliyrible w wibesmen living a fow miles away.

Ulnstrations carr again be rken fram the Northert Zone. The ports af
Centa and Melilk wrere nsed by the Porragness and Spunish as bases of co-
lomial arel wilivary activity and even taday are governed as inteyrral parts ol
Spaint {plazas de soborania). Larache and Arcila also reflect Therian infnence.
Tetuin began as 2 milieary forr designed to proteet the govermment route
between Tamrier and Fés. In che sixteenth contry it was a focus of immi-
pration ior Muslims and Jews who wore being cxpelled from Spain. Chauen,
established i 1471 as 2 base for canpuigns against the Portugnese, served
also as a refuge for Andalusian Maoors. Alcazarquivir (Ksar el-Febir] served
a sitnilar function in the cleventh conoury. Tangder has been the headquarters
of a whole serics of foreipn imterests—Carthaginian, Roman, Portugruese,
Spamsh, English, and, Litsly, even Yinrematnonal.” Most of the Moroccan
residents of 'Tungicr are immigrants from the Rif, who have litde in com-
mon with the Jehalan tribesinen of the nearby hills.™® Theee are only two
uther setlements in the Northermn Zome that deserve Lo be called towrny,
Alhaceraas and Nador, and they owe dieir origin o the csrablishment of
the Spanish protectorate,

The same pattern ¢xists m che Prench zone, Casablanea, Pore Lyautey.
and the miming communitics of Khouribga and Lonis Genol reflect Euro-
pran PLm.uiug and itvestment, The name of Casablanes's lin}f ancestor,
Anfi is na Iungu-r remembered ;. Momoccans know their busﬂing COMInIC
mpﬂ'ﬂ as Dar cl-Beids, which also means “wrhite honse.” Th': IIIIPE}I‘HIIIII
tative cities lllarwlsf., bt‘g:m S I'rlanned comnuiitics, Uqu.Ll, Rabat, Salé,”
and Marrakech owe thair arigin o gmtrmnctlul docicn. 1aza and Melmds
Legan ax mmlitary outposts. Bven the maritme trading cetitets of Mazaeon,
Safi, Momador. and Agadic wers established as centers eof political control.
The cconamic function of these citics was 2 consequence of their urban
tunctiom rather chan 2 canse.™

ETH 0, Mart: Wotes an the Bz Cinnernzity ot Lanmer, Siddls T Jome,, Wal, a0, 1957, p.
1% 3—fim,
0 Ternand Toly and others Géographic do Maros (Puris, 1040], po113.
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At the bogumng ol the twventieth century thers was naw a single kile-
wieter of road it Moraceo suitable for wheeled wehicles. In _f'm'.ti F.llr-___”ﬂil
wvehicles knenarm e drecorative carmagres il:va_:ﬂ_. 11_:.,' the Sultan for cerernonies.
The Frewch, realicing the nsed for goad com rumicalions 17 they were to
pacify the counrry and remain mpower, prompely began work onan exs
tensrve network of roads. The .Spnl'lish made sirmilar, ﬂn:mgh Tess suceessful,
ciforts in their zane. In 1953 there were 1q.0o0 lolemeters of primary or
sccomdary roads (mostly macadatn)and 35,000 kilometers of tracks open co
sy ‘md trucks during the dry sewson ™ Wich che adwent of roads and
motorized ransport, th-;_ t:au:]monal role of the sug began to chayre, The
markets located on natural communication routes grew in size and mHuence,
whereus the mare isalited markees cichar remained local or sinply faded
away._Elderly Moroceans everywhere speak of markets unkoows @ their
L].‘l]J.dl’L‘Il 'lh:: dze of an al <|m]-:meﬂ marker can be established hv s termi-
nulug} in o local }_}lace mames for nmmp]c, a namc such as Bab ¢ tleia {Tuu.-
day Pass) or Ais ri-tlere {Tuesday Spring) in areas where no Tuesday marlet
TeInaLls,

Before the cstablishment of the Turopean protectorates, not only were
corntications primitive but they were disrupred by wibal warfare, Ong
of the mam themes of Maroccan history is the distmetion botween bl 2=
swaldhzen (the land of govenunent) and bed e—siba {the land of dissidence.
The fed ev-sibe ::or'rPsI_'mnr]r'-d to the 14F and the Atlas Monntains, where
commumcations were difficule o establish and mamtain, Travel was possible
only vuder the approval and protection of local authorities. Sinee incertribal
fends were commoen, long-range tavel mvolred great nsk. Merchants and
travelers assembled in che dties wntil they were mumerous enovgh to pay
for prntb::l:inn. In parts of the lﬁf che tradicion of markec truce broke dowm,
{nmhqrmt m-:'m[:nm of the f::udm!:_ tnbm could cirry on-a I'L'IdlIIll:[ltﬂl"-.-
trade, ;

Mrimitive commuaications and tribal strife not ouly prevented the evolu-
ton ol tewis; they even discouraged the growih of the regional sug. The
moadem twend has been different. 'The more accesable markets have grown
in size, and somie have evolved into permanent establishments. In short, the,
_sug. which for cenenries acted as a substitute for the ading town, is now

7 hege fipnres are Tom the Mechelin gude to Memooos, 1gsg-1 053 adition, p.ooz7.
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cvolving into the very thing it hud militared agamst.™ This trend ceases to
be paradoxical when it 13 wiewed against the haclcgfnm;d of Moroceo's ex-
panding netwark of roads,

'The changes that have taken place at Tleta Ketama are indicarive of this
trend. Thirty vears ago this was a local sug patronized wainly by members
af a single tribe. Today the market casily qual:fics as a reglotial sug. Doring
the warm months of spring and sunuuer more than o thousand people as-
semble here. Todaw's markec has onc advantage aver fts predecessor—it Is
reached by a road (Fie 3). The proesence of the road does nol mean char the
market is tmaore accessible o the tribesmen who gacher there. but it does
rncan that the site is mors accessible to merchanes from Targuist, Alhocermas,
and Tetuan, Before the road was :3-:]111;_?|E‘.E¢:’1, the S WIS 10 ITLOTC attractive
Lhan scveral nehers mothe arca. Now everyore who possibly can roes there,
cven if it weatis tewlect of markets doset to home, The simpls charms of
the local st lose their ;|£}Pf!;1| when |:1r'ger markers with a wider range of
onads are accessible.

‘The principal expression of the new trend is the avercrnwded market
bus, These buses carry a simple notzoon i Arabic scopr. exiveg (mackets),
which is perfectly understood by the merchums and shoppers who board a
bus at 1t erminal or fag ene on the road. On Monday they are going to
sug st-trine, on Taesday to sig et=ileta, and so on throuh e week.

The circulation from Targuist, m norchern Marocee, 8 repressitative
of the whole country. Twe buses of 1955 vintage start from here (Fig. 3).
O Mouday one goes e e nsuker of the Ben! Hadifu and the other to the
market of the Bemt Ammare. Oe lucsday they both g0 to the mountain
mq at Ketama, Wednesday is market dn}r at Turzuist, and not enongh bus
tickets can be sold to justify a rip. On Thursday the buses o back into the
mouncins to the small market at lagan [Spanish, Llano Amarillo), Friday
15 2 day of rest. and the buses again stay at their base.™ On Saturday there
it a large market at Imzuren, in the tormitory of the Beni Ouriaphel, On

U he bess dLrscrat i ol svdnbion fom consiey ookl b .L:ul'u.lg_ oIy abe Settar arxl Souk el-
Arba du Bharb, boch in the Prench zone, For an interesting histarical ckeoch of Setia abel u disoeedon
el v other sspects of urben cvaluoom in Marooco see Eonrad Wache: Marokkariace Stadtbrpen,
i Fagtschirift e Huommles faieiier aler Gengraphiscken Geacllachalt in Wier (Vienna, 1057) pp. 485527,

¥ Lhere 13 no Koromic sanecien for the desizration of Friday asa |:LT.:.' ol pent. The t‘lﬂ]__:r,il.:-u'.- Loapar-
P o elv s ey alerives Gom the fuee thae the tmam preaches mothe mesque on Friday, and the praver
af that dzw 1 the most ingangeant af the wees. Tnfesent vears ts idea ofa “weck and™ extending fron:
Thutsday ewening to Sarorday morming has grieed wAde acceprane: i e Ml world, In Morocce
at least, dhe ilea of o wrorzless Tndaw alsn haz ~alisizal emeranes,
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Sunday the attraction is the small suq of the Beni Bou MNsar, deseribed above.
Thers is not 2 single kilometer of surfaced road m thiy whole urea, amd by
American standards the buses are long overdue for the junk yard. Yet da}'
after day. yeur afier yoar, they lumber on.

The bnses arc also ased by tribesmen wha take advantape of the marker
cculation te get clase to their homes, Most villages in Moreceo are with-
i a day's walk of a bus routs at least once in the & wreck. But most of the
[I(_"]CCH are 5u1L] to merchants who Fn“-:‘m the r:JnJ.Pl-:'Le cirevir to sell cher
array of goods. ‘The prices corzent at Targuist give an idea of the weckly
wolume of trade. Each round wip costs aboue one dollar, In order Lo recover
this investment, pay for his goods, and ruke o sall profit, the ifineratt
merchant must cam about swenty dallars dunne the week, By Western
standards this seems a small sum. But ic must be remembered thar enral
Morocco is sl a region of subsistence ugriculoure, and that barter vsaally
has priavity over cashy Uubsaclions, By Moroccan standards th. Targuist
merchants are doing well. 3

The influx of a larper tumber of people from farther away necesstates
a more dlaborate establishment at the market place. Tons are necessuy, and
also permanent starchousss and shops. Some structures were bualt by the
Furopeans. The officers of Afuircs ndigénes in the French wone and of
Asniitos Indigenas in the area of Spanish influence fimetioned as overseers
of the naove povernment, and this function required that they be present
om machet day, The practical procedure was to establish headquarters at the
1;|1‘£_|;:&1' markets, and this led 6o the erection of bu”d.iﬁgﬂ toy serve as olfoes
and dwelligr places, Walls and gates were added, snee dhe suq whs the besr
place o collect tises. Ac the larger markees e serviecs of votermarians and
physicians were provided, um’['thﬁ-.}r ton needed plces of consultation and
residence. As aflen as not che sug also served as headguarters of a military
detachment, Almost all the regional markets now have stracrares buill by
Erropeans, and many of the local markess have been enhunced in same WAY.
A few markets have been moved from their original locations or shifeed
from ome day o another. For example, the market ar Targuist was moved
from the valley of the Oued Rhis to the center ol a small garrison town bunle
by the Spanish after che eud of Al el-Krim’s rebellion ®® These innovations

o Changes of shis nature zce desriood in detal in oo popers by Walser Fogpr: “The Eoossnnc
Pevelation in the I:_'nurh;wir!n af Franch i".-"|-.1t‘<‘|-.:-:.:‘|."._i'|:|lr'.'1. R'.I_pﬁll .ﬂ'-].r'r.‘r..'.'t Soe., Vol 35, Luzb, pp. 13—

s atnl Tl i the Lav-COvat, Charactetiskics, ahel Funciions of'a Momooon Trifal kocker, Conse-
gaent on Toropanct Coamteal, " Aon, Yol g, 1oga, ppoang—108,
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scem likely to persist. The local officials of the Moroccan government func-
tion independently of the old tribal anthorities, and for the most part they
have simply taken over the offices and houses used by the Europeans before
Morocean independence.

As a result of these trends many markets now have an appearance of
permanence and solidity. In time tmdu]g may be spread throughout the -
week. Merchants may elecr ro stay pue instegd of moving their goods from L::”' S
place to place. Perhaps the shifting suq will continue as an 1nstroment of
barter, and permmanent markees will d::velop as centers of retail trade. Tt is
not yet possible to predict the outcome of these trends. In facr, it cannot be
taken for pranted that they will persist, The principal causc of change has
been Moroeeo's expanding network of roads, and it remains to be scen
whether the new povernment will be able to continue this work. Tlere is
tI]C LCV i} t].'.lﬂ Prﬂhiﬂ[n f‘ﬂr It gLCl'.I.'.I.S tor b’: b PI’IT‘INP]E D'E_CI:'E'.II'.I.UIHLL gt‘:}gm—-
phy that improvement :_:f mmmunlmmus encourages centralization of
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