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The Guro nwnbher approximaiely 100,000 people, the great mwajor-
ity ol whom live iuside the limits of the administrative disirict called
Gerele de Buujle in Ivory Ceoast. Onr observalions were Limited to
ihe Guro living niside this distrier.®

The Guro couniey Is roughly divided into twe coologica] areas: on
the southwestexn side of the Marahons River, an affluent of the
Bandama, lics the wropical Iorest. As we proceed towards the north.
caat, the lorest thins ow and savannah gradus ¥ replaces the forest,
But up to the novthern limirs, lavge parches of fovest or Forest gallext
ics remain: it is wlir is commonly called the savarmali-fores).

A fraction of the Guro people OCCUPY the rropical Torest Comniry
in the sonthwestorn part, of Gura country. Lhe density is compara-
tively low®: in Sinlra Subdivision clusters of villages (or “tribes’' wre
scparated frow each othor by wide unoccupied stretches of forest, A
greater popmlation is selled in the notrheastern section of savannuh.
forest. There the dewsity is hichor and the wi Nages are spread more
nniformly®, The high density of this area contrasts with the southern
fovest Land also with the savanuah-country to Lthe tivth,

The oceuparion of the conniey Iy the Gura i nrobably 250 to 300
yeais old. They scem, according o Delafosse, from the Mande Fu
seowcls, and scem 1o be related wistern popudatons such as the Dan,
the Guere, the K, and in tie west and stenthwest, the Bete. On
theix progress eastward, (iey met e marrilineal Ranle on the D
durna River. The northern neighbots of the Guro ave of the Malin ke
group, commoenly called Faa® by northern Gure while they have no

(13 "1 Lis paper is based on eesesach cavried ot in Teury Coast in 1938 under te aus-
Pleca of Bfcode Frotigye des Houres S0oden (Ve Section Denlee al THades Africaine) Paris,
and wirh the supplementry aid of 3 schelatalip foom PEenie Feorgaine da frigue {Tradear.

1% The Cersle de Boualdd is divided futo thres Subdiviions: Feenola 10 the Morih
Tenufl? in the center and Siola o the SouLh.

i In Sinlva Sobdivisian, (ke average densicy of the Guro population vires from
4.8 10 7.5 o the squace ki Tn Boullé, from 4.1 1w 7.1,

1] Density in Fuenoula Sulelivision avcraues 211, Some Curg sardors voach Al to
the squate kilomnter.

(%) They are today cowmenly alled ionly, 4 gencre tenn aesociated with Taem
wtul applied to any individval of Guinemm o Sidunee rigin, peddling or trading in
the svuthern part of Trory Coast.
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indigenous pame among the sonthern Guro. To the souch the Guro
are bounded by the Gagon, a popmlation with whowm they have vari-
ons similarviries, according to Tauxicr's work (Tauxicr 1984).

Money-cropping has become the main economic activity of present-
dav Guro, Their agriculoral vocarion is a new one, having aciually
stavied avound 1950 with the development of coffec mrowing and the
end of loxced labor. In the indigencous sysiem, the main male activity
was humting; many cultural or social features were linked o this
acrivity. They practice shilring agriculture, the bulk of work depend-
ing om1 the woman. Men do only the msh-clcaring and miscellaneous
tasks, Cattle breeding has comnpletely disappeared since the exrer-
mination of the stock during the French conquest. In any case it was
nol very importanc and limited to a erypanosomiasis-resistant dweari-
cattle of southern origin. Milk or dairy products were not consumed.
Caclle were, lor the most pare, uscd as marimonial compensation, at
funcral occasions and for sacrifices.

The Gure people are patrilineal and patrilecal. The main social
and economic unit is the lineage [ Gondiveo ) connling [rom 25 o 200
individuals.* The head of the lincage is the Gandireazan. T'wo (o six
lincagesmay live together in a village, Insome cases, they derive from
a putative common ancestor, bt maore often the dillerent Gondwoo
populating a village come from various purts of the country.

The Gendwos is roughly an exopamic unit {though exogamic rales
do not always coincide cxactly wich it} Marriage is sanctioned by a
matrimenial compensation paid by the groom or his family to the
bride's suardian. This compensation gnarantess the paternicy ol the
hushand nn all children bomn of the woman for whom iv is siven.
Polvgamy and diverce are lrequent.

Imheritance of titles, duties and of some prestige goomds goes from
the elder brother to the next one in such a way that family control
remainsg in the hands of the €lders.

I'he Gure have no hoys’ or givls' ininarion, Knowledge is trans
miteed 10 casual wavs, through story-telling or mere imitation,

Remaote [rom the Sudanese area where kingdoms rose and fell, off
the main slave hunting arca, and commanding large available space,
the Guro enjoyed comparative securiry and peace, The low density
and Lhe absence of ourer threats did not contmibute to the consttution
of a ventralized power. Acrually, the Guro have no woerd tor “chiel.”

-Inside the village, the pre-eminent position was acknowledged in

i#y Semne ol the latpe Gonlwos are dividsd inte sub-lineapes averaping around 50
poople. The notion of Cendfen 1a itself not ereryuhere precise in the mind of the Coro,
They were probably driven B give it 3 mooe colcrels meaning et adminisiealive
prossurc and for wx purposes,
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favor of an eldeor, or wiser or “richer” Gonfiveozan who was consulied
ot varions liigious aflairs. But he had, of course, no pewer to enfoxce
his vuling which had to he backed up by social conscnsus. Occasion-
ally, this peacemaker could be the head of the warrioxs and the savth
master, Buc in many cases, the various clements of communal power
" were shared among several individuals: the percemaker, the earth
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masler, the wizanil, the warrior, ete. Furthermore, e P LTI ey
might shilt lrom one family to the oter, due fo various circamstances
among which the variation in rhe number of prople controlled by
each Goniwoozarn,

"I'he same political pattorn deve loped amony several villages, cicher
of commnon descent or linked rogethor by a lormal alliance, Such
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groups of villages wontld e knovwn under o collective mame, Though
the word “tribe” or any equivalont wis unknown o the Curo, this s
what the adminmisiraiors call them wday. 'Ihese villages were usually
allied in war, and scutled their vountlict through comciliation or
tirongh “brother-war,” dillerentiated from wisr Againsr alien groups,
Furthermore, a "wibe” might develop a formal alliance with an-
other “ribe,” which meant again that conficts OCCUTYITE betwecn
ndividuals or fumilies or villages of opposite groups would be seeeled
thvongh judiciary process. Bug e did e nuply militiry allianee,
Berween unallied gronps of villages, the normal provess of solving
eomllicts was wur, War ovcurred exclusively in conmection with
women [clopements, murders). But women were respocied during
these wavs, since their destriction would have Leen sell4lefeating Tr
weant tlat they could [reely navel during rhese perioils of insecurity
and continue the trading activitics of swhich they were active agsems,

MAREE L NIGTRIDT TN
AND TRALE IN PRT-COLONLAL TIMES

Porest w5, Savanmwale Farest, :

1he map showing tradilional markers in (he Guro con LYY, veveals
A striking dillerence hevween the sonthemn part, whore markets weie
notiexisiant, and the northermn arca, where they were extremely
NN Crons

This distvibution coineides both with an ecological featne—
savannah-lorest v, foresi—and with rhe density varlations of rhe
population, This macker disiribution sugaests Lwe hyporheses, Eithey
the savannah-forest milieu creates a nced for cxchiatige between comi-
pletnentary arcas or a high densiey of population promites a greater
rrading acrivicy,

Suhslantiating evidence for rhese hypotheses is noe conclusive, In
this transitional ecological arca, patches of Torest can Lo found up Lo
the northorn part of the Gura country, while savarmal, areq exists
down to the somtlyestern limirs. Ilence no sector of the population
1y excluded lrow either savannuh or forest resomurces. Villages ate
[retnently established aga place where savanmah wid forest jeving, amd
the people exploit both environments,

Soil types and physical featires ave Lairly miform afl through the
country. Hence, the need for complementary exchanges berween
neighboring gronps does not seam 1o have been Imperarive, Actually,
the tatal absence of markers in the southern ayvea shows that, on staple

Ty 1 owas given the manws and looations of thirly-ome inancketplaces exdsting before
eolomial limes in the arca now Togwn 24 Zrenania Sube-D¥visic,
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fopond and local vesources ai least, each grovp conld live sell-sulliciently.
IL. on the other hand, high densicy involves greater rading acrivity,
it remaing to explain dhe higher densivy of the svanmah-foress area.
Any superiotity ol this milieu suilicienl 1o lead 1o three or four
Limes (he density found in the forest is not parent.
Traditional agriculture undergoes only minor vaviations from one
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end of the country to Lhe nther. Crops are the same all over: essentially
vice, vams and banamas with emphasis on rice in the forest and yams
in e savannah. Kice is more apprecialed but yams are said to have
a betrer vield i the forest and the forest is the natural cnvivomument
for bamanas | plaintains, Cleaving rhe pround offers ereater difficultics
in the forest than in the savatnib, but the etfort is vepaid by yroater
yicld,

Thie to the distribution of savantah and forest all over te connery,
emue was 1o be found equally abundant everywhere and hunting was
coqualty good, In the terost, it was said that villages woere ofren lounderd
near good hunting grounds. T'he noethem part, opened tonwards che
sudan country, did nor offer greater sccurity or profection against
possible mvasion. Fovesl, on the conLary, was an cllicient barrier
against the cavalry ol the worthern conguerors.

A greater densiry, then, might have occurred from i wiachieved
historical migrarion towards the forest. But, hore again, Lhe Jacts do
not supporr rhe assumption: the main strean ol migration, according
to village teaditions, was moving from the southwest t the north-
enst, that is, lvom rhe foeest atea to the savanmah.

A popularion density map of the Ivory Cuoast shws clearly that dis
area of savannal lovese is an island of densicy: 20 per square kilomeley
agaiuse 3 Lo 10 in both the southern forest and in the more northerm
savanmah. No modern civcumsiances explain this higher density left
over trom the pre<olonial period. Tt shems, therefore, the exceplional
quality of this area both in Tefition 1o the savanmah and o the forest
and it muse be explainod in velation to bodd®

Therelnre, if it is true that higher density promotes greater Lrading
activily we must also cousider the teverse proposicion that great
weading activily ewtails a higher densiy, In order o suppor Lhis
asswnption, we must enlarge our field of observation and consider
che Crve country in the network of exchanges ol precolomial western
Abric

Stapie s, Presiige Goods.

Tt it well-known that the connrries of 1he Sndan were supplied with
kola nuts by the forest peoples. It is not so often emphasized thar forest
population {(his is, at least. the casc of the Guroj completely lacked
iron ore, while iton was essenrial Lor all kinds of cconomic activirics:
weapons for hunting or agriculloral implements.®

{# 1f we ulserve tnday a zalier fechle reverse move owirds the forest, i1 ig dinc wa
Fotter cover [or cofiee growimg, Bt this concecns only small families, and penple of the
savanmah o nat show any inention to folluay s sinsse.

ity Even if we acdmit (hat primilively the G couhl o withont inen—though we
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The consumption of kola by the Sudanese peoples was quite high,
cnough (o induee sustained external oade. Phe exchange of ivon for
kola became the basis [ov all further exchamses between the cwo
complementary arcas: the Sudanese savannaly and the mopical [orest.

Local informants claim chay the Vaa (or Dionla) also wsed to buy
[ood such as vams, rice and cassava. In exchang, they brouglit soup,
relishes, rimkets and medicine, They alse paid Lfor [owd with iton, in
the fomn of iron rods of standard size, called sombe by the Dioda and
frro by the Guro.

Duaring the Samory war, trade of foodsinll became o roal TIECEsSILY
for the Abmamy's armics. Thongh some villages fled on s approncly,
the comniry was not piliaged. Ou the contrary, tade ook place and
captives were exchanged o the Guro ar the rate of voe slave Tor a
single basket of cassava or for half the quantity of sumbe provi-
oualy paid,

The opporiunity of converting loodstuffs into sombe or cven into
slaves,!! induced the opening of many markets, In several Jnsces it
1 reporied that markers were created by a vich man (o, occasionally,
A rich woman) who had yinns, chicken or kola in great quantiey Lo sell
10 the passing Dioula weaders, '

T this aditivnal African stream of cxchange, oricnied nordi-
south, another one, induced from the Furopean pre<colonial trade,
wis added. The bulk of Fourepeun products, though also CoLLLg i
small quantities from rhe Sudancse arvea, reached Garo couniry
thvongl the Banle* The mose important of these goods were gang

Foartul o veonmd oF suel o situation—lrom the dme when e was mtrodueed, 51 sel
a sturnlurd of caloxee: which once knomm conld hacdly be given ap,

() One could orllcer "priees" of Eaod in vods, such as £ vods [ora chicken or one fwl
forr s quanlicy of rice. Tt i aloost impessble, however, Lo got any infarmation of the
sxrent ol the wie of rods on che selsistence level. Bl several econmnic amd social data
cun be taken info consideyatinn: the fvon oods, & conveniens ;l,]i;[uutc and Jdislale item,
uniloubtedly porvaded e kol frade i market plaecs, bul since cheir nse on e
sulisisienee level was 2 way to byeak inde e preatige aphes: of wenchange, i wis also
vosisted by Lhe ormservative elements in G socdely. On the ofler handd, only large
quantitivs of sembe were cosidersd prostigions {L was told chat wome el men owned
as mlrh a8 several granades of seeebel, Henee, to 1l exient thet somibe gkl be earned
thragh trade ol subsstenen goods or other non-preslige itoms by commeners, thedr
huarding vahze miy have avershaMowed Lheir wie for purchasing, Thonetore, the iron
Piuls did ot have the same “qualite” onee indde Gues sdety, where they temded Lo
b peeserved s preseipe gosds, as they had belween the Gurg aned eir worchers neipli
bars where they played the rele of a cariency,

(A1) The exchange of slaves for food was a wery ewoeptional one for the Gure, and
was [nkeal withh wir emnergrney,

() The Tige histordcal map No. 2% shows clearly the main poines of inpa of Le
Europeen made, ‘Lhe closest trading pucts wore in Assinie (1503 and chen in Grand
Taahw (1787 Loeal inforonacion confirees il Furopean poods ciaue from these ditections,
Fage, 15954
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and powder. They were carvied by successive exchanges rowards the
savanuab country. Hence the Guro were 1o a privileged sivaation,
producing a commodity—kolas—highly demanded by the savannah
people and being on the remie of zoods coming fronu twir outsicle
SOULTECS

To Lhis, lec us add that cattle and wadidional evalt goods were ex
changed with the Bete and cthe Gagon ro rhe south,

Now the gquestion orours as to why trading points developed on Lhe
Vaa border and not near the Baele coumnoy. 'The factors in such an
explanution are many. "T'he kola trade romained basic, since It was
the source of iron, Kola 1s consurmed in yast quancities by che Sudancse
peoples, und is of comparatively small value i relation to sts weight
It also requires careful 1.:;1('1411& anl handling, This a lavge mumber
ol people wore interested in the handhing and ransportation of large
{]lldntltli_‘:{}l kolas, Though the Guro were nor commercially minded,
in the modern sense of the cxpression Jsee below), it was a fairly
imMporant sorvity.

lu cxchange of kola, the Sudanese offered mosdy senibe, With
sorabe an item of great convenience and vsehilness was iniroduged
into rhe Guro country. I conld be nsed nor only as o taw material for
tronamithing i alse as a medivm of exchange. The active agents
af the kola trade, the Dicula people, did not go far down inte the
countty but plied their trading acevity for che mose part 1 the
savannal [orest area. Therctore, several lavorable conditions tor
marketing activity co-exisied in Lhis aven: a contact area betweon two
complanentary vegions; exchange of staple products; cxistence of a
moedium of exchange; the presence of active trading agents.

Bt as we go south, the Lrading process thins out and tabes another
form, It is gemerally reporred by all the Guro that women from
northern Curo tribes came o geeat numbers 1o the fovest-villages
to collect. thoe kola “lrom door-lo-door.” They offered in exchange
cither sombe o local prowlucts such as woven goods. TTence the ex-
change of kola in terms of sombe was less lav l::‘rahl:* 1 the southern
area. T wenty packs of somfe were veceived for a basker of kola (100
unitsy Lom the Dioula. Ameong middle populavions {Bonavere,
I.'.r_:um]u W, Yasui. Bonon) the price was five o ten packs {or a Lusket,

Cir the Bete, the waders gave tive packs of sowibe. Among South-
western tribes of tovest peoplos, reposted Leyms were hetween 1wo aiud
live pac ks, never as much as cen, Lm'lqer]m-*nrl} the (!LLJ.IH‘IT\ of samm be
in the southern area was comparatively smaller, the sombe being
retained in the areas further norch. Thus, they were hound 1o he
restricted to tronstnithing or matrimonial componsation in the south.
Few of them were available for monctary purposes, therelore local
trade.
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