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The Guro nwnbher approximaiely 100,000 people, the great mwajor-
ity ol whom live iuside the limits of the administrative disirict called
Gerele de Buujle in Ivory Ceoast. Onr observalions were Limited to
ihe Guro living niside this distrier.®

The Guro couniey Is roughly divided into twe coologica] areas: on
the southwestexn side of the Marahons River, an affluent of the
Bandama, lics the wropical Iorest. As we proceed towards the north.
caat, the lorest thins ow and savannah gradus ¥ replaces the forest,
But up to the novthern limirs, lavge parches of fovest or Forest gallext
ics remain: it is wlir is commonly called the savarmali-fores).

A fraction of the Guro people OCCUPY the rropical Torest Comniry
in the sonthwestorn part, of Gura country. Lhe density is compara-
tively low®: in Sinlra Subdivision clusters of villages (or “tribes’' wre
scparated frow each othor by wide unoccupied stretches of forest, A
greater popmlation is selled in the notrheastern section of savannuh.
forest. There the dewsity is hichor and the wi Nages are spread more
nniformly®, The high density of this area contrasts with the southern
fovest Land also with the savanuah-country to Lthe tivth,

The oceuparion of the conniey Iy the Gura i nrobably 250 to 300
yeais old. They scem, according o Delafosse, from the Mande Fu
seowcls, and scem 1o be related wistern popudatons such as the Dan,
the Guere, the K, and in tie west and stenthwest, the Bete. On
theix progress eastward, (iey met e marrilineal Ranle on the D
durna River. The northern neighbots of the Guro ave of the Malin ke
group, commoenly called Faa® by northern Gure while they have no

(13 "1 Lis paper is based on eesesach cavried ot in Teury Coast in 1938 under te aus-
Pleca of Bfcode Frotigye des Houres S0oden (Ve Section Denlee al THades Africaine) Paris,
and wirh the supplementry aid of 3 schelatalip foom PEenie Feorgaine da frigue {Tradear.

1% The Cersle de Boualdd is divided futo thres Subdiviions: Feenola 10 the Morih
Tenufl? in the center and Siola o the SouLh.

i In Sinlva Sobdivisian, (ke average densicy of the Guro population vires from
4.8 10 7.5 o the squace ki Tn Boullé, from 4.1 1w 7.1,

1] Density in Fuenoula Sulelivision avcraues 211, Some Curg sardors voach Al to
the squate kilomnter.

(%) They are today cowmenly alled ionly, 4 gencre tenn aesociated with Taem
wtul applied to any individval of Guinemm o Sidunee rigin, peddling or trading in
the svuthern part of Trory Coast.
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indigenous pame among the sonthern Guro. To the souch the Guro
are bounded by the Gagon, a popmlation with whowm they have vari-
ons similarviries, according to Tauxicr's work (Tauxicr 1984).

Money-cropping has become the main economic activity of present-
dav Guro, Their agriculoral vocarion is a new one, having aciually
stavied avound 1950 with the development of coffec mrowing and the
end of loxced labor. In the indigencous sysiem, the main male activity
was humting; many cultural or social features were linked o this
acrivity. They practice shilring agriculture, the bulk of work depend-
ing om1 the woman. Men do only the msh-clcaring and miscellaneous
tasks, Cattle breeding has comnpletely disappeared since the exrer-
mination of the stock during the French conquest. In any case it was
nol very importanc and limited to a erypanosomiasis-resistant dweari-
cattle of southern origin. Milk or dairy products were not consumed.
Caclle were, lor the most pare, uscd as marimonial compensation, at
funcral occasions and for sacrifices.

The Gure people are patrilineal and patrilecal. The main social
and economic unit is the lineage [ Gondiveo ) connling [rom 25 o 200
individuals.* The head of the lincage is the Gandireazan. T'wo (o six
lincagesmay live together in a village, Insome cases, they derive from
a putative common ancestor, bt maore often the dillerent Gondwoo
populating a village come from various purts of the country.

The Gendwos is roughly an exopamic unit {though exogamic rales
do not always coincide cxactly wich it} Marriage is sanctioned by a
matrimenial compensation paid by the groom or his family to the
bride's suardian. This compensation gnarantess the paternicy ol the
hushand nn all children bomn of the woman for whom iv is siven.
Polvgamy and diverce are lrequent.

Imheritance of titles, duties and of some prestige goomds goes from
the elder brother to the next one in such a way that family control
remainsg in the hands of the €lders.

I'he Gure have no hoys’ or givls' ininarion, Knowledge is trans
miteed 10 casual wavs, through story-telling or mere imitation,

Remaote [rom the Sudanese area where kingdoms rose and fell, off
the main slave hunting arca, and commanding large available space,
the Guro enjoyed comparative securiry and peace, The low density
and Lhe absence of ourer threats did not contmibute to the consttution
of a ventralized power. Acrually, the Guro have no woerd tor “chiel.”

-Inside the village, the pre-eminent position was acknowledged in

i#y Semne ol the latpe Gonlwos are dividsd inte sub-lineapes averaping around 50
poople. The notion of Cendfen 1a itself not ereryuhere precise in the mind of the Coro,
They were probably driven B give it 3 mooe colcrels meaning et adminisiealive
prossurc and for wx purposes,
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favor of an eldeor, or wiser or “richer” Gonfiveozan who was consulied
ot varions liigious aflairs. But he had, of course, no pewer to enfoxce
his vuling which had to he backed up by social conscnsus. Occasion-
ally, this peacemaker could be the head of the warrioxs and the savth
master, Buc in many cases, the various clements of communal power
" were shared among several individuals: the percemaker, the earth
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masler, the wizanil, the warrior, ete. Furthermore, e P LTI ey
might shilt lrom one family to the oter, due fo various circamstances
among which the variation in rhe number of prople controlled by
each Goniwoozarn,

"I'he same political pattorn deve loped amony several villages, cicher
of commnon descent or linked rogethor by a lormal alliance, Such
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groups of villages wontld e knovwn under o collective mame, Though
the word “tribe” or any equivalont wis unknown o the Curo, this s
what the adminmisiraiors call them wday. 'Ihese villages were usually
allied in war, and scutled their vountlict through comciliation or
tirongh “brother-war,” dillerentiated from wisr Againsr alien groups,
Furthermore, a "wibe” might develop a formal alliance with an-
other “ribe,” which meant again that conficts OCCUTYITE betwecn
ndividuals or fumilies or villages of opposite groups would be seeeled
thvongh judiciary process. Bug e did e nuply militiry allianee,
Berween unallied gronps of villages, the normal provess of solving
eomllicts was wur, War ovcurred exclusively in conmection with
women [clopements, murders). But women were respocied during
these wavs, since their destriction would have Leen sell4lefeating Tr
weant tlat they could [reely navel during rhese perioils of insecurity
and continue the trading activitics of swhich they were active agsems,

MAREE L NIGTRIDT TN
AND TRALE IN PRT-COLONLAL TIMES

Porest w5, Savanmwale Farest, :

1he map showing tradilional markers in (he Guro con LYY, veveals
A striking dillerence hevween the sonthemn part, whore markets weie
notiexisiant, and the northermn arca, where they were extremely
NN Crons

This distvibution coineides both with an ecological featne—
savannah-lorest v, foresi—and with rhe density varlations of rhe
population, This macker disiribution sugaests Lwe hyporheses, Eithey
the savannah-forest milieu creates a nced for cxchiatige between comi-
pletnentary arcas or a high densiey of population promites a greater
rrading acrivicy,

Suhslantiating evidence for rhese hypotheses is noe conclusive, In
this transitional ecological arca, patches of Torest can Lo found up Lo
the northorn part of the Gura country, while savarmal, areq exists
down to the somtlyestern limirs. Ilence no sector of the population
1y excluded lrow either savannuh or forest resomurces. Villages ate
[retnently established aga place where savanmah wid forest jeving, amd
the people exploit both environments,

Soil types and physical featires ave Lairly miform afl through the
country. Hence, the need for complementary exchanges berween
neighboring gronps does not seam 1o have been Imperarive, Actually,
the tatal absence of markers in the southern ayvea shows that, on staple

Ty 1 owas given the manws and looations of thirly-ome inancketplaces exdsting before
eolomial limes in the arca now Togwn 24 Zrenania Sube-D¥visic,
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fopond and local vesources ai least, each grovp conld live sell-sulliciently.
IL. on the other hand, high densicy involves greater rading acrivity,
it remaing to explain dhe higher densivy of the svanmah-foress area.
Any superiotity ol this milieu suilicienl 1o lead 1o three or four
Limes (he density found in the forest is not parent.
Traditional agriculture undergoes only minor vaviations from one
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end of the country to Lhe nther. Crops are the same all over: essentially
vice, vams and banamas with emphasis on rice in the forest and yams
in e savannah. Kice is more apprecialed but yams are said to have
a betrer vield i the forest and the forest is the natural cnvivomument
for bamanas | plaintains, Cleaving rhe pround offers ereater difficultics
in the forest than in the savatnib, but the etfort is vepaid by yroater
yicld,

Thie to the distribution of savantah and forest all over te connery,
emue was 1o be found equally abundant everywhere and hunting was
coqualty good, In the terost, it was said that villages woere ofren lounderd
near good hunting grounds. T'he noethem part, opened tonwards che
sudan country, did nor offer greater sccurity or profection against
possible mvasion. Fovesl, on the conLary, was an cllicient barrier
against the cavalry ol the worthern conguerors.

A greater densiry, then, might have occurred from i wiachieved
historical migrarion towards the forest. But, hore again, Lhe Jacts do
not supporr rhe assumption: the main strean ol migration, according
to village teaditions, was moving from the southwest t the north-
enst, that is, lvom rhe foeest atea to the savanmah.

A popularion density map of the Ivory Cuoast shws clearly that dis
area of savannal lovese is an island of densicy: 20 per square kilomeley
agaiuse 3 Lo 10 in both the southern forest and in the more northerm
savanmah. No modern civcumsiances explain this higher density left
over trom the pre<olonial period. Tt shems, therefore, the exceplional
quality of this area both in Tefition 1o the savanmah and o the forest
and it muse be explainod in velation to bodd®

Therelnre, if it is true that higher density promotes greater Lrading
activily we must also cousider the teverse proposicion that great
weading activily ewtails a higher densiy, In order o suppor Lhis
asswnption, we must enlarge our field of observation and consider
che Crve country in the network of exchanges ol precolomial western
Abric

Stapie s, Presiige Goods.

Tt it well-known that the connrries of 1he Sndan were supplied with
kola nuts by the forest peoples. It is not so often emphasized thar forest
population {(his is, at least. the casc of the Guroj completely lacked
iron ore, while iton was essenrial Lor all kinds of cconomic activirics:
weapons for hunting or agriculloral implements.®

{# 1f we ulserve tnday a zalier fechle reverse move owirds the forest, i1 ig dinc wa
Fotter cover [or cofiee growimg, Bt this concecns only small families, and penple of the
savanmah o nat show any inention to folluay s sinsse.

ity Even if we acdmit (hat primilively the G couhl o withont inen—though we
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The consumption of kola by the Sudanese peoples was quite high,
cnough (o induee sustained external oade. Phe exchange of ivon for
kola became the basis [ov all further exchamses between the cwo
complementary arcas: the Sudanese savannaly and the mopical [orest.

Local informants claim chay the Vaa (or Dionla) also wsed to buy
[ood such as vams, rice and cassava. In exchang, they brouglit soup,
relishes, rimkets and medicine, They alse paid Lfor [owd with iton, in
the fomn of iron rods of standard size, called sombe by the Dioda and
frro by the Guro.

Duaring the Samory war, trade of foodsinll became o roal TIECEsSILY
for the Abmamy's armics. Thongh some villages fled on s approncly,
the comniry was not piliaged. Ou the contrary, tade ook place and
captives were exchanged o the Guro ar the rate of voe slave Tor a
single basket of cassava or for half the quantity of sumbe provi-
oualy paid,

The opporiunity of converting loodstuffs into sombe or cven into
slaves,!! induced the opening of many markets, In several Jnsces it
1 reporied that markers were created by a vich man (o, occasionally,
A rich woman) who had yinns, chicken or kola in great quantiey Lo sell
10 the passing Dioula weaders, '

T this aditivnal African stream of cxchange, oricnied nordi-
south, another one, induced from the Furopean pre<colonial trade,
wis added. The bulk of Fourepeun products, though also CoLLLg i
small quantities from rhe Sudancse arvea, reached Garo couniry
thvongl the Banle* The mose important of these goods were gang

Foartul o veonmd oF suel o situation—lrom the dme when e was mtrodueed, 51 sel
a sturnlurd of caloxee: which once knomm conld hacdly be given ap,

() One could orllcer "priees" of Eaod in vods, such as £ vods [ora chicken or one fwl
forr s quanlicy of rice. Tt i aloost impessble, however, Lo got any infarmation of the
sxrent ol the wie of rods on che selsistence level. Bl several econmnic amd social data
cun be taken info consideyatinn: the fvon oods, & conveniens ;l,]i;[uutc and Jdislale item,
uniloubtedly porvaded e kol frade i market plaecs, bul since cheir nse on e
sulisisienee level was 2 way to byeak inde e preatige aphes: of wenchange, i wis also
vosisted by Lhe ormservative elements in G socdely. On the ofler handd, only large
quantitivs of sembe were cosidersd prostigions {L was told chat wome el men owned
as mlrh a8 several granades of seeebel, Henee, to 1l exient thet somibe gkl be earned
thragh trade ol subsstenen goods or other non-preslige itoms by commeners, thedr
huarding vahze miy have avershaMowed Lheir wie for purchasing, Thonetore, the iron
Piuls did ot have the same “qualite” onee indde Gues sdety, where they temded Lo
b peeserved s preseipe gosds, as they had belween the Gurg aned eir worchers neipli
bars where they played the rele of a cariency,

(A1) The exchange of slaves for food was a wery ewoeptional one for the Gure, and
was [nkeal withh wir emnergrney,

() The Tige histordcal map No. 2% shows clearly the main poines of inpa of Le
Europeen made, ‘Lhe closest trading pucts wore in Assinie (1503 and chen in Grand
Taahw (1787 Loeal inforonacion confirees il Furopean poods ciaue from these ditections,
Fage, 15954
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and powder. They were carvied by successive exchanges rowards the
savanuab country. Hence the Guro were 1o a privileged sivaation,
producing a commodity—kolas—highly demanded by the savannah
people and being on the remie of zoods coming fronu twir outsicle
SOULTECS

To Lhis, lec us add that cattle and wadidional evalt goods were ex
changed with the Bete and cthe Gagon ro rhe south,

Now the gquestion orours as to why trading points developed on Lhe
Vaa border and not near the Baele coumnoy. 'The factors in such an
explanution are many. "T'he kola trade romained basic, since It was
the source of iron, Kola 1s consurmed in yast quancities by che Sudancse
peoples, und is of comparatively small value i relation to sts weight
It also requires careful 1.:;1('1411& anl handling, This a lavge mumber
ol people wore interested in the handhing and ransportation of large
{]lldntltli_‘:{}l kolas, Though the Guro were nor commercially minded,
in the modern sense of the cxpression Jsee below), it was a fairly
imMporant sorvity.

lu cxchange of kola, the Sudanese offered mosdy senibe, With
sorabe an item of great convenience and vsehilness was iniroduged
into rhe Guro country. I conld be nsed nor only as o taw material for
tronamithing i alse as a medivm of exchange. The active agents
af the kola trade, the Dicula people, did not go far down inte the
countty but plied their trading acevity for che mose part 1 the
savannal [orest area. Therctore, several lavorable conditions tor
marketing activity co-exisied in Lhis aven: a contact area betweon two
complanentary vegions; exchange of staple products; cxistence of a
moedium of exchange; the presence of active trading agents.

Bt as we go south, the Lrading process thins out and tabes another
form, It is gemerally reporred by all the Guro that women from
northern Curo tribes came o geeat numbers 1o the fovest-villages
to collect. thoe kola “lrom door-lo-door.” They offered in exchange
cither sombe o local prowlucts such as woven goods. TTence the ex-
change of kola in terms of sombe was less lav l::‘rahl:* 1 the southern
area. T wenty packs of somfe were veceived for a basker of kola (100
unitsy Lom the Dioula. Ameong middle populavions {Bonavere,
I.'.r_:um]u W, Yasui. Bonon) the price was five o ten packs {or a Lusket,

Cir the Bete, the waders gave tive packs of sowibe. Among South-
western tribes of tovest peoplos, reposted Leyms were hetween 1wo aiud
live pac ks, never as much as cen, Lm'lqer]m-*nrl} the (!LLJ.IH‘IT\ of samm be
in the southern area was comparatively smaller, the sombe being
retained in the areas further norch. Thus, they were hound 1o he
restricted to tronstnithing or matrimonial componsation in the south.
Few of them were available for monctary purposes, therelore local
trade.
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Trade wich the Baunle was of a different sort. Baule people do i
wsee hela nugs and do not produce on. The poods exchanged were
Cprestige powds:” wuns, powder, cusks, slaves, gnlden :JI}_]H ts. They
did not need handling or conditioning. 'Ucrms of these em.}lang‘n.
were often fixed by custon. Fach party used o offor noo a single
commodity bul several, among which sombe were only ETTI
alwaysh one of the many components.

Baule wraders didd not peneoeate far inte Gura coubitry, b cone-
verselv il s reporied Lhal pre-emioent (zuro ofren sent over men of
their own inte Baule country to fetch the precious weapons,

Criven e natuce of the produces exchanged, e comparative lack
of a convenient medinm of exchange, amd the alsence of penerration
by active trading awents, there were havdly any economic ndoecemments
for markel trading on e Baule Lurder,

Aliens vs, Allies.

The conwendon is that exchange and trade explain, pardy, the
differcniial distribution of wmarkers in Guee countey, and [urther,
Lhe dillerential density of population. This contention cau wlso he
supportod by an analysis of the sociv-economic behavior of the Guro
people in relation to their neighors and among themsedyes.

Karl Polanyi has shown brilliantly how exrernal wade in ancient
ﬂtlLTmN.]{ ty docs not take the same [orm as in our modern
capitalistic world, of market-oreanized indnsirialism, and how in
many substantive cconomies the social status of the trading pariies is
of great relevanee to the exchange process. I1is analysis appears to b
cnlirvely comhrmred i the Guto counrry.

Even m-cl.'rn.-' it iz frequent that, when asked about the “price’™ ol a
prodduct or a scrvice, the scller scis dlilf‘rcm vates acvording o the
statis of Lﬁe buver. To members of one's family, it is gilt. Frow
fellovw-villagers, a token gilt isexpected in reciprocity and Ff._‘mrl chring
the period ol work., To members of other villages, it depends on
matrimenial alliances or lkiendship, To alien Guro a bargaining rate
15 offered und toalicn people a still higher “price,” unless prostige or
hospitality requives it to be a gift. Conversely, we were told that it was
proper for & vich and prominent man 1o pay highly for soe goods
as ems or slaves, ete., in order to exhibie hiz wealth hotly to s fellow-
villagers anc 1o the foreigners. Roughly it van be said that the “price”
went higher as sodal bonds dwinedled and that belween parees of
comparable siatus it varied according o che narare of the goods
invelved in the transactions (prestizge or subsistence goods).

LExchanges as they took pl.Jr eamong the Cura are, we think, a good
example ol the vatiation in the dominant coucern movoTning socio-
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economic relationships. Tn the novthern part of che country, the Gure
face an alien population. Guro people scarcely penctrated the country
of the Dionla, whom they feared. Ouuasicnally Dioula men marvied
Guro womer, bue the reverse was very exceplional and the matri-
memial exchanges did ot have the same characier of teciprocity as
mnong Guro. Social bonds were thus not strengrhened ithrough maitri
memy. Few personal links were likely w develop and affect the rures
of exchange to any degree. Official Tecords [rom the colonial army
miention vielent clashes (Mot war) between Dioula travelling traders
and Guro due o swindling and [aud. In these conditions, we may
assume that rrade between Guro and Dicula was domimted maore
by comsiderations of material gain than by Lhe quest of social or
political alliances and that they did not in generil temper thelr eco-
nomic relarionships by social considerations,

T# we L towards Guro-Baale trade yelationships, we ind quite
a different picture. The intermediary area hetween the Baule and the
Giuro is populated by several groups of Baule origin, but assimilated
to Guro cnlere. Tley claim their heweland o be the Baule, admir
they were formerly nutrilineal, still speak rhe Lanle language con-
currently with Guro, and clain to be cither kinsmen or affines of the
Baule people on the other side of the Tandama River. They maintain
social contacts wich the Baule and travel frequently among then.

These marginal wibes were the nataral intermediaties between
the Guro of e hinterland and the Baule. Toward affines or kinsmen,
i.e.. towards Baule or Guro peaple, their trading behavior was greatly
atfected by social considerations, as it was by the naturc of the ex-
changed goods (guns, powder, woven clath, cattle, sormbe — used as
magrimonial cempensation which invelved prestige, and not snb-
sistence. Friyuently, acconding to informants from this area, the kerins
ol trade with the Baule were exactly repeated with the next Gurno
tribe, leaving absolutely no profic for the intermediary.™ All-in-all,
trade was not what se would call in modern terms “a profitable
husiness.” L1 was, rather, that goods moved between people of pre-
prinenl starus, on customary rerms, until they reached the nppor
part of the connoy, whergipon they werc traded at texms of exchange
which profied the upper Guro.

A Dricl description of these vatiations from the Vad to the Raule
Mastrates this process. As we Lavwe seen it above, kola was exchanged
for seaehe Lo the Vaa and for cloth to the lower-Guro. Such was nor
the abject of rrade with the Baule,

(1% & I Nadel (147 : 6] notes thi, “rilles—the mnst walmable single propercy In

the Muba hills—are invaciahly exchanged for their orfginal value [in spitc of the lact
that they are moze awl mere diffiesle o oboado),”



] Clande Meillaseows

o [rom the north vecall the existence of slave markers in the
Vaa country whete slaves conmld be procnyed for kola or semibe or,
later, durinys the Samony war, lor [ood. Bue Guro from the Bouafle
arca say that slaves were nal marketed but exchanged “from man io
man"™* fur high valucd prodoets offered in batches: guns, powder,
tusks. cloth and semetimes cartle, The same type of cxchanga touk
place with the Bawle.

Carele were ravely obtained fvam the Dionls who bred the humped
variery which is viot vesizlant to tripanosomiasis. Bug when they were,
thiy were barteted for kola or somfie. Amoeng Guro they wore alan
exchanged for powder and cloth; with che Bete or the Banle, mainly
for clath. Guns cane mostly from the Baule, for cloth and livestock,
sometimes sombe; they were excha nged with the Divula for slaves or
fonLbe.

Tusks weve high prestige goods, offered “lrom man Lo man® as
gilis mostly for slaves amonyg Guro and Baule, but garely ro the Vaa.
Gold was imported from the Baule, hol as jewels or plated oljecs
(headgear of sceprres) for personal use, nol lor reoxporiation,'

In short. we can say thar sraple and subsisrence soods were the
basic elements of frade with the foreign Vaa to whom they could be
offered agains. some presrize goods, while prestige poods were traded
with the allied Baule wo the near exclusion of staple or subsisience
goods, Among the Guro themsclves, a process of conversion [rom one
iy of goods 10 the other took place along with substitueion of ini-
pocted woods for domestie poods.

The warions ses of trading condirions, the differcuce of praducts,
ol partners found on the Vaa border and on the Banle border, and
the greater oppoTtunity of conversion of staples intn presiize soods
near the ¥Vaa country, strongly contributed to the creation ol markets
and Lo the fixarion of a larger popolation in the nerthern area.

Fhe Marlet a5 a Political and Social Insiitution.

Undoubredly, these markets became a convenicnee oy the Guaro.
It was easiey [or women 0 go o mavket and trade theiv excess
praducts than (o collecs all necessary produces in the bush o1 in the

-1y This phrse, which T dic ngt fully appreciate while L was in the: Geld, i o crans-
laficy of “Afommre & femone”, 28ed by Lhe Guwo in French o distingnish 1his form
from both markel exchange and daos-edour rading. The plusee “ense s el
wik waend inoa similar ronnes)

arp Lhe Corn did not stamd a: inermediaies tor, or providers of, some hasic
proviuats of cthe African frale, such az gald and fvory, Lher we: s e caulrary gnld
Pmgers: fvury wias mostly veserver] 1o the Baule. As fur salt, chey imporied some, but
apparcilly vol in lage guantities since they cmld make vepetable-ase.
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helds. The usc of sombe among themselves, even in the exchange of
suhsisicnce goods, was o futther incentive o market trading,

But purely ccomomie factors—i.c., guest for malerial gain—account
less [ox the developmont ol markets aml subsistence Lr&de ategr thi
Guro people than do polivical and social considerations, The lounder
ot a marketr was umally a pre-crninent and rich individual, a “Fua”
wha sowght social recognition, The opening of a marker was the
vccusiem of a celebration: cartle were killed amd people from the
neighboring villages were invited o share the meat. It was wsual 1o
give the market the name of its [ounder,

By opening a market a man acquired nol only secial recosnicion
of his wealeh, but also a jurisdiclional area, since conllicts oucurring
on the market-grownd, distinee from the village yronnds, were within
his compeience, He even had police, a rave instument of power in
these societies, by appointing men Lo maintain order in the markor,
Furtheymaore, he stood in the position of an eventual peawcomaker in
conflicts happening helween villages or tribes auending his market.

Markets were not only an instrument of policical status, they were
also places lor social gathering, cntcrtainment, danpces and various
social wetivitics. We have been the witness ol a persistent custom
which testihies to the social vole ol market places. In Zanwma, an
imporrant aditional market, villages 0 m send cheir women
dressed with their best ontfits. They go round the market plece in 3
procession, carrying on their heads some ol their vichest clothes, then
sit on chaivs sct apart for them and offer themsehves [or the admi-
ration of the crowd. Suitors, Iviends, parents come and oller e
kola muats and money. After they have completely changed theix
dress for an cxtra omliv picked up frow cheir load, ey return as
they came.

“Young men who wished to gor married were attracterd o the
markets.” say the old men. This swiving for matrimony olten uxk
a violent Form, and many a woman eloped or was carricd ofl on these
accasions, Sometimes this cawsed wars and cvenimally the disappoar-
ance ol Lhe marker.

Since markets were generally places ol violence and lights, they
were always locaterl aniside the village, Fines were inflicrod in case
of hzht or wisults, and as we have said before. theve were men re-
sponsible lor maintaining peace, I is rocalled that someotimes mar-
hets wore estublished becanse a child or 4 woman had been beaten np
in ancther ene. Palm wine drinking was not always allowed,

In spite of this “explosivencss,” soveral markets togecher creaed
i social notwork. As seems frequent in Africa, the days of the week
are called by the namaes of the sinrennding markets held on snccessive
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days.® People from any village will find themselves i a network ek
seven markets chat theyv can ateend in turn,

In Zanera for instance, belore the colomial rale, the days of the
woek corvesponded to seven markers ateended in turn by people of
ahoul seventy villages from three different “lribes.” Taday's matn-
monial exchanges cover very much the same area {n the other hand,
cxhibitions of women in Xanwra were tostricted to fewer villages all
helonging to one tribe,

As we see, markets were occasions tor tightening social bonds cidier
inside a more integrated not, as in this women's display, or towards
distane groups belonging to the same market “calendar.” The owver-
lapping of “calendar areas” rreated a chain of social relationships
s that no group was sclf-cnclosed.

‘I'hrough them, the Gura people came to ktwow itself de froche en
frrache. Markets were the occasicn of extensive social mixing, trading
was the opportunity to scout [urther avens. Te might have heen the
dawn ol a “Guro” comscionsness on which R.ILA. propaganda could
build in 1947 a campaign for the administrative unity of Guroland,

THUE 1MPACT OF COLONIAL TRADE

Inoula tvade s, Coloniel Trode [

With thie enlontal period, several [actors occurred which affected
trade and matkets in Guro-land. Even before the actual ocoupation of
the countey by the French, the impact of colonial economy was felr

Az eatly as 1904, it was reported that Dioula were killed by Guro
from the southern forest where they had come to collect larex. In
19086, similar facts wore reported: Dionla who had come to tecch ivory
and latex in the forest were accuszed of extortion and robbery by the
local people. Violent clashes ocourved. Furthermore, they brouglht
with them an epidemic of smallpox.

The French army intervened o close Gumo counery o the Dinula
tracdlers. As this poing, an interesting event occurred: the French army
reported chat the Guro demanded of the French the veopening of
their countyy to Dioula trade, To achicve this end, they went so far as
ta accept the drastic conditions set by the French atmy, conditions
putting their councry under colonial mule. Tt is interesting fo nole
that Guro counery was conguerad thiroagh a “commercial blockade™
{in the very words of the administracive repores), and it testifies to the
imporiance ol the traditional trade in this area, After five 1o six years
of lighting, duting which the Pex Gallica was nob readily accepled by

(18 Tn the South, where there are ne warkes, dags ave called by ardinal smambers.
The Gorn have a seven-lay week
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the Guro, the kola trade with the savannah was resuned. The Dhoula
followed the Irench columns and penectated the whole country.

Tt secmns that the military administration was greatly concerned with
the protection of the Guro people against the exacring Dioula, Indeed,
the Dioula traders were competitors of Kuropean commeroe. Several
restrictive measures were laken against them, Their sertlements were
limited to areas near the military stations in order, it was said, to
prevent pessible Friction with local people. “Native narhets” were
ereated in the ofie] Heux by the administration o compele with
markets controlled by Dioula people. Guro were compelled to carry
patm kernels aned vice o Dimbokro to be sold o Furopean Lradors.
Sules of kola were laxed. Tast bat not leasr, 1he new power al-
Lempted 1o impose its vwn currency in plice ol the sombe.

In spite of these measures, Eutopean trade was slack. 1n 1911,
thirtects Luropean trading posts arc reported in tho Gure Gercle. In
1415, they closed up. They wove not sufticiently integraced Lo the Tocal
ceonomy 10 Tesist the impace of World War 1. It was nor wnel 1921
Lthat naine of them Teapened, only to close a fevs wonths later.

In 1922 the Dioula were reporied o be the only tading agents in
the arven. They exchanged salt and carde lor kola and cloth. The
sombe were still used among the Guro. French money [ound no use
save in payment of tax. Indeed, the money income of the natives
was hardly more than they needed for (ax paymenc. In 1920, it was
even less, for in 1919 the Government stopped buying the palm
kernels ordered by the Delense Departent. Since 1918, latex prices
had gone dowm and collecting hiad stopped. T 1924, when the silver
coins were removed from circulalion and replaced by papoer money.
the smbe showed wp again in the wakets “with the Donla’s con-
couragement.” Zanzra, a local markel where they were widely used,
avew orearly w the detriment of Yuenould's administrative ome.
Tharing all this period, the old pattern ol ade with the same prodducts,
the same agents, the same medivm of cxchange tendod o persist
alongside the colomial coonomy,

‘The opening ol motor-roads in 1924 and the nse of trucks bronghe
a decisive advantage (o colonial wade, Furopean or $yrian shops
opened again, and for good. European vaods penerrated i larger
quantity. lvench money, though made ol paper, found an outlet and
the sovbe disapprared gyadually, In 1984, for the first time kola was
carried by truck. The ssme vear, the Dioula were given freedom 1o
operate. "Their natural move was to integraic themselves to the new
pattern ol trade. This integraton was completed when coffee and
roeoa became the main money crops, They hecamne the (raveling
colles nivers,
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Dhemla wading relations with the Guro compared o rhe pre-
colomial periodl ave apparencly the same: o addition o kola - of
whicli they largely wonrvol the trade today—they buy coffee and
cocoa. Uhey even impoved Wheic posicion with regard to their go-
oeraphicsl extension. But they no longer conttel the currency. They
are only he intermedisrics at the fivse level inthe coffoe buving
process. Actually they ollen act as agents for the Lebanese taders or
e Buropean coteerus from which they gel advanee payment, Even
in the bush they undergo growing competition from the Lelsnese andd
fronn the government cooperatives who semdd cheir trocks o the te-
maodest v dlages. Inthe towns, trade belongs 1o Lebanese and Karopean
shops, and in the major cities, w e Jarge trading cormpanies, Thevare
1o longer the sole conorolling agents of teade 1 Guro country,

Market and Vrade Today.

The general pattern of marlket location and Lrequency of distribu-
tiom has hardly changed since precolonial rimes, The major evenls
in this comacction were 1he creation ol administtative markets in
Sinfra, head-town of che souchom subdivision, and in Buuaflé the
chef lew ol the Cerele 7

In the Bouafle Subdivision, a [ew minor iwarkels were oreated
under alien unpulsion: in Sehima, near a IMonla sewlement amd in
the Mossi villages. Bovallé market, the major one, allecis e neax
totality of the Bouaflé subdivision, or approximately 15,000 people.

In Sinfra, there is a single murket for che whole subdivision— chal
is for 14,0000 people. OF comrse the [reguency of attendance of distant
groups is lower. Price of transportation prevonts humerous trips to
the town: purchasing and administrative emands are usually com-
bined.

Given this very lonse network of mwarkets in the fovest area, It will
L more informative o study the modern matker strucenre in the
Zuencula Subdivision wheve marketing is siill the most intensive.

We lonnd eighieen market-places m the Subdivision, which gives
an average of one marker for approximately 3,300 inhabicanes.

Fhe Pattern of Mavket-Trading and éts Personrel in Znenonla Areq.
The modern pattern of distribocion is a complex one and varics
wirh the dilferent kinds of products considered.

AT T Gy aeprortec] thid o wackel existed i BouaHe fwhich meang Gl macker™
helare colonial toes aml thal iy disappearcd duting 5 war botween the Baavérd and
the Goura, Tinfortunately | have nal beew alde to gacher moch infarmation wn (s
mavkct.
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Manufacinred goods of Furopean make originate from trading
comcers located omside Guro conntry. Bouake and Daloa atc the
two main cenlers commanding the Zuenoula area, whete the goods
are boughl to be yesold on the minor warkers,

Native products, such as palu oil, wobacco. peanuts, and coin;
imported Loadstutesuch as vice, salt, dried fish, and siygar; and vatious
“lusuries” such as hreaed and kerosene ave boughr in major markets,
Zuenanla or Trafesso™, by intertnediaries and 1esold in the minor
omes. Sometimes they go through another markee of middle impor-
tance helore reaching a minor ene. As [or loval subsisienee goods,
thiey come from neighboring villages and ave not sold through incer-
mediaries,

According o rhe exient of the network of each product, various
wading agents will be involved. Trading of printed cloth, fabrics
aud miscellaneons manufacturel soods is contolled abnosl ex-
clusively by Dionla tnen, In 1958, the forty-one rotailers registered
in the Zuenonly Subdivision, were Lioula. They are often residents
of towns where a major market is held, Zucnoula or "Urafesso. They
Luy their goods from wholesalers in the rrading confers mentioned
above and earry them through public transporianon o the various
murkeis held on snecrssive davs.

PPalm oil, salt and rice ave hoaght mostly Ly Dioula women ox SOILE-
(imes men, also resident in the major wwhs, and cartied Lo rhe minor
nuvkets where they ave retailel Bul an increasing number of Gura
womicn are eniegring in chis profitable business ecssenlially women
living in villages closer 1o the tuajor markers, Women sclling such
commercialized products cluster wgether 1o the matket: all palm oil
merchants siteing in o citele, all rice merchants siELing 0 a Tuw, ele.
‘I his makes iU possible o distinguish al a glance the unporterd Food-
sinffs from the native ones, Local subsisicnen goods, products of
domestic exops or gathering, ate sald by Guro women exelusively.
Women of the same village sit wogethor independently of whar they
sell; several wives of the sine Man may e¥on sit ekt Lo each ather,
They sell vither a single commaodity such as rice, or bananas, vaus,
peanuts, corn, palm oil of their own making: or several products at
che: same time, usnally dried cassava, relish, kola-nas, wousheons
and dried carerpillars. Dried fishis sold both by registered mevehands
(Niger people from Mopti, or Dionla) and by Guro womcen who
ofter fish boughi in Abidjan on che oocasion of a visic oo kin,

;b Trafese s situated oaiside the adminiscrative Lot ol fuenoola subdivision
auel o0 the edee of the Guro conntry, Go Trom " Urafeso sill cll the cown L raalla
ame] rlaim thae it veas a Guio village before the Dipula came inosuch pnambews that the
town is oow olicially congidered 2s Lricnalm wrich o 1donsla nane,



245 CHlade Metliowons

The settlement of Dioula in the cowntry has transtormed the crali-
product made, Most agricultural implements, excepl the bush knives
of European making, are made by Dioula smirhs and maded oo
siomally in the markets. In scems, however, that imon goeds ate oflen
purichased on commission as are some other crafoprodoces such s
wortars, also made woday by Dioula men. :

Ma and winnower waking is the near monopoly ol Guro mern.
Such products ave made in the villages by young men who carry them
sometimes (o very distane markets, depending on the price expected.
Bomaflé secins to be a center ol such products and prices inorease a6
one moves away lrom Bouaflé marker.

PPats are srill made in a few sillages by Lthe women and hrought
occasionally 1o the markets. B large pors come from the savannah
through middlemen.

I major markets we [ind, in addition, foreigmers from further
aficld: ITausa traders and their medicine and trinkets; Toulant herds-
men and their cartle; Anango selling odd manalacinred goods; crafis
men from British Alrica selling sandals of their own malking, Scrvices
arc homerens: hatvdressers {men amd women), photegraphers [rom
British Alriea, “afés", prepared food, e, Banle women, wives of
adininistrative agents employed in the town, specialize in processed
food such as cassava semnoling or fritkers, As a minor market grows
in importance, people to p{-ri'i:rrm Lhese services will move to it

The reason [or the pervasive markenng activity in Zuenonla atea
is tiwolold. On the one hand, markets provide a beter distribution
of unility goods among a population of greater density, On the other
Liand, they have become a permanent trait of political and social life.
This permancncy 15 expressed in the persistence of social activities
tuking place on marker days, as dessmibed above, Atendance of a
market still coincides very much with the tribal area.

Polirically, the matket remains a platform of prestige lox the
Farnily who controls it. While villuge chiels have been installed nnder
adminisirative pressure, market chiels, who are very often distinet
pevsonalitics, still represent a traditional authority, The conurol of
some markets is still ar stule between vival lamilies.

Tarday however, marketing express a new economic reality, There
hive been drastic changes in the pature of the markered commeditios.
Stnbe exist only as relies; kola s the object of large scale trading by
Nimla th?]i"-dlmh who directly collect and e alsport the I’ut_‘udnrl_ 'I'm
rrucks to the savannah fowis; staple loods In greal quantities are
cellected by ks in the villages Lo supply largor catics. 'The new
patlern of marketing is now organized around Luropean producrs
inatead of the traditional kola-iron cxchanges.
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The installation and lomgevity of a markel place today ave suliject
to such considerations as the patiern of distribution, its location
insicle a gencral network of markets, its calendar in yelation to neigh-
boritng warkets. A market pactern is also affected by modern phe-
nennena such as the seetlement of Diouls traders In ceviain towins.
Nul enongh evidence has yor heen brought o light ro wolate the
sutial clements proper from economic and geogtaphical factors.

I modern markets two Lvpes of exchange exist side by side and
overlap. Subsistence goods remain mostly the provinee ol women,
but il imported rhey also Lall into men's orading activities, If the
sale of local foodstulls is roserved to Gupo woren, DHoula women
permcate it eveniually through proficrrading, Cralt goods provision
huas shilted partly from natives o foreigners and ar the same vme
fram a “subsistence exchange” to a market exchange pracess.

It temains e, however, that martker trading is limated; sach
marhel exchange still exclndes prestige goods. Cattle or bridal clorh
are notsold in the marker; they are transacted at a socially higler Level
and according to rraditional rules. Men still weave cloth for maui-
wonial purposes or as il Money itsell has not ver complerely
pervaded and trans/ormed cthe sphere of mutrimonial exchange; thers
is still a strong tendency o demand bridewealch to be wade up of a
special variery of goods ®

Frem money aciuites a new quality when it reaches 4 ceriain
anount, 3av beyond 10000 F GTLAL Tis possession becomes a new
indication of prestige. ‘That “qualicy” of “money™ does nor change
hands in the marlkers, since no single transaction ever cntails such
AL AMNTLL,

CONOLUSION

Our obscrvations in the Gure country lead to a few veuarks on the
complex role plaved by markets as secial and. political mstications in
2 snhErantve coonomy:

In such an economy, local needs of exchange for foodstufls or cratt
praducts do not seem sufficicnt to promote marketing activities. (ifts,
reciprocity, redistributive processes can take care of the circulation
of these products, Markets are primarily indoced by exlernal ex-
changes of complementary products with an alien population. When
stcl i situation ocours, the markets tend to be localized at the contact

i1t Huowercr, this custoan is nearly mmpl::u:h_. Tusi in villages surrounul e Roaalls

(20 This is of course o devaluing poocess. Through legal adminisivalive divares
prracedire, bridewealrl is converted e money ancd ehe Devw grovan can velud 25 eotali-
¥ in money or markeable goods,
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arca Letween complementary zoncs, Henoe, they can help to indicale
the limits of substantive coonomic areas.

With marketing, new opportinitics to convert [JTL'S[‘.iE,‘I.‘ gﬂ-(]ds 11t
socially less valned goods will appear. In the process, social velation-
ships and comscquently social stuctures may be in danger of being
alecred. This is a veal danger when an all-purpose mmeney s introdnced
inLo the ecomomny. However, we observe thal a great deal of vestsranee
ix opposed to such a devalning process: market trade temds o be
firmly resiricied o the lowoest sphere of exchange.

A |'-"JTJI5_.’.5iL’:E this socially disintegradive potential, markets alse possess
mitcgrating viriues. 'They eontTibute to the formation of overlapping
pelitical areas, reaching beyvond the wraditional social and political
units and able to cope with the move inechsive conflicroal sima-
tiom Twonght ahout by a more dense and diversilied population. Tn so
doing they uuy delay the emergence of centriclized power of cqaal
integrating [orce.

Investigations along these lines may open interestivg vistas.
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