. { Rk T X FL
il ] i e
i Prestiye Feonomy in K3y
r.ﬂ_l:.

1 1T Socliatye
A E{elimiﬂ&fﬁ study to

FeTH VEbTen

W, Fe . b | !

o F‘%*..,tulata thaet the contribut ~. . len. ean be
wost fAultinlly evefBE¥®RLy rodern economi$ o 8 gin terms of
prestigek é¥prony snalysis, Mget is, the varlous of: = gyghis thought
cen be s¥stemstlcelly sgrayed Mithin = conceptusl e doveloped
originelly in cultural §§?hrﬂpdfb5y, gnd aslsborsted by cegisln sco-
norle higlorisns. VenNgnhs beale snslytic dichotomy betwgn et - o
anc industry is signifidgntly sirllar to thet betwcen prd ol =ng
subsistmes econonT#ps Wnie-ratood by snthropologists. We belleve gnet

Y

tthegse perallel clllssificatiors would ge i
Fochicverents in the perspective of the moft
wcent Sezes of offgpomic engulry. g
%ﬁk tel “imqorTant : ]
W Dok of the mosg, steps 1ln suck & procecure 1= to evaluate the

ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁ;l data ignl Veblen uses To justilfy the appllcation to
AR Wroricen soglet

by of hia partleular snalytical schema. Two
Fis meterisl is to be evaluated: we wust know
. geleral substancd of event and clireursiance in those periods
“el-ich Veblen#hs fAoncerned; and we must understand coneretely
f“%% whegedd meent Wy pebstige economy---we must be sble to recegnize the
] “ﬁﬁlﬁﬂﬁﬂfﬂ of preMgigcmeconory =ss they appesr in verlous speclifie soclal
"\pontektse TowsrdWpe first goal, thls peper hes nothing dircetly to
b STEE but 1t is dfpigned to consolidste end erplify a working krowe
. leBge of the sgcond™ snd thereby, perhaps, to contribute indirectly
5 to ghe Iirut}.\f%ﬁggggn this seonse of fdgrulsting the historieal
‘erliferis necessary A study of Veblen that the paper 1ls sub-titled,

"i Preliminary Study to the Writingzs of Thorsteln Veblen."
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This “gpsper will jettempt to develor the cruclal characteristies
af the pr&stigﬁ cconom¥ as it eppesred 1n primitive ard archalc so-
cletye. Whereas@ghe p@imltlive meterisl comes primarily from the works
of enthropologistd, the meteriels from ancient and esrly mediewval
pericds of Western Civillzstion were sneumil-ted by economic historisnc,

In order to svoid wenderinz too far atleld from the Veblenlan
oricptetion whick our ztudy wes Intended to meintain, we ahell pone
slder the dats Irom the point of view of four factors important to
Veblenls analysis. We shell conatsntly ssk of the data: 1) what ls
+he relationshlp of these quesi-sconomie phenomens 10 the subsistencs
inatitutions of the comrunity; 2) what 12 the relstionship of thesc
phenorena to the class hiersrchy of the community; 2} what 1s thelr
relstlonehip to coercion; and 4) (the elaborsticn oi & point under 1))
to what extent, snd exsctly in what ways, ereé meterial objects
maripulated in the Institutions of the preatige economy?

At the core of the astudy &«#e thé prestige elemsnts 1ln the nri=-
mitive snd arehsic conceptions of "wealth", The boedy of the discussion
is broken into five perts, trecing the prestige elementa In Tressure,
Money, Lliturgy, Reclproolity reletions, snd Re-Dlstrivutive situatlors,

The clscusgelon of Treasure will include a trectrent of ceremonlal and
conventionsl forms, wvelusbles, =lsves, women,end objects wade from
precious metals. Under lMoney will be trested the prestlge «lements p ]
the origins of money as e reans of hosrding ireasure, 83 £ atenderd
of velue, snd as a mesns O0I paymenla. Reciproeity will include sueh
toples ag foreign trade and feucsl Cues,



