Maximization Theories and the Study
of Economic Anthropology*

ROBBINS RURLING

Urnfzersity of Fowovivanza

CONOMICS, alung with religion, kinship, wrd all the other subjects raat

make up the table of contents of Inoumerable anthropologizal mony-
sraphs, has long been confideutly fel: 1o include a talerahly well-defined type
of human behavior. We manage o communicaie with each other when we
speak of economic activities, of copnomic motives, and of vcomomic groups,
even when we fail to give these plirases explivit dufinitions. Nevurtheless, “eco-
nomics” has had almost as many meanings to anthropologists as has “hanc-
tion." and the confusion besween ils various mewnings has lead 1oas much mis-
understanding. At one titne o another, anthropelagisie have given atleast five
meanings ta che Lern: 1) the study of the meferied means to man's cxlstence;
3 the study of the production, distribution, and consumption of good: and
services: 31 1he study of the things thal economists study: 1) the stady of sys-
etz of pxchange however they are organized; and 31 the study uf the alloca-
Vion of seacce medns Lo slternative ends None o Urese definitions covers
exactly the same arca of behavior us any o her. [ the fes, half of this paper T
will argue that the first definicion rekers v an arca of behavior that is probakly
hetter catled by o less ambyguous Lerm, while the seeond is too general to have
yeuch meaning. Tae thivd turns eul v be grossly iilogical and elhnaceairic,
The fourth is perhaps ton limited, although i would seem uscful for ceriain
purpases, and it s logically unassailable. To the second half of the paper, T will
give special attention tn the probleme and possibilities of the flh e il i

TIIE MEAMINGS OF C“ROONCM IS

11 Feonomics deals with e materiol weans Lo man’s exislence, Even ceo-
nomizts have long cluimed to equate L il erial side of lile with cconomic bu-
lavior, so it ig hardly surp-izing to lud anthiopologists lollowing them, In our
discussiors, material life haz figared in several differenl ways. Many an older
manograph sinply took ceanamivs o be synonymoens with technolsgy ancl
carefully recorded such inleresting data as how sleds are made, or how =kins
are tanned, under the heading of “econpmde e "Uhis parrivelar use of 1he
term has prety well gone aut of style and wirhout belabrvivg o poul Lhat ias
been made cotirely adequasely by others (eg., Heeshovits 19320370, I Lhink
that it can be assumed hat faw of us are srill Hzely w confuse economics with
techmology. Ther aspests of material lile, however, slill regularly crop up in
our dizoussions of economics. We all speak of the Awstralians as heving a
“lunting and gathering vionemy ) or of the Bedouin as Paving a “pasloral

Bl



[Burnime] Feonawtic A nthrapalogy ; 203

eeanamy,™ and many of us still 2peak of =rages in eronomic develapment, or at
lzazt of the agriculiural revalution, as being in the s instance an “coonomic
revolution,” These phrases all imply Lkat economics is vouivalent to thy study
of subsistence methods, an idea nol se very far removed from del ning It &5
technnlogy. Kconomics alen Tas sometimes heen used in a sligh:ly broader
senze, eiplivaien. Lo what athers heve called ecology, or Lhe total way in which
the enltire is adjusted to its environment, This can include not anly 1he WA
i which eonrishment can be exiracled from the forests, or streatns, oraail, but
alsn the vy in which feathers for ceremenial headdresses are ebiained, or the
way in which the vnvironment i refecred in the mythology of the peuple.,
These delinitivns ull hinge upon the notion 1hat coonomies is somehow con-
cerned with material goods and it iz thiz that has cavsed more conlusion be-
tween anthropolugists and econpmists than almest wnything else, It is true
that ceenemisls themselves have sometimes defmed evonomics as “Lhe sludy
al the cav-es of material welfare™ or the “soudy of [human action] ronected
with ke attainment and with the use of material requisices of well bulug”
(Herskovils 1932045 46). When ther have done o, lowever, Lhey hove had Lo
define “materinl” in such a broad way that i loses ils ordinary meaning of
visibre targible artifacts, and some cconomisis bave inaiitained thar whether
ar nol a gond or service iz materisl hay nothing to do with whether it is coo-
nomic, I a classic essay which deserves to be vead by ad anthropalogisls who
feel that they have an inlerest o coonemies, the Brilish ecanamisl Lioael
Fobkins devastated ehese malerialist definirians {19331, e painied st that
ceenumisis regulurly deal with maay nenmaterial sspects of life, Wages may
b paid to prople who do material Lesks and prices inay be applied 1o material
gods, bul wupes and prices are just az Armly assigoed Lo nonmaterial vvents
as well, The wures earned by an opera singer, atel the price of a ficke. Lo hear
him perierm, have nothing material about them, theugh they ars sardy ceu-
nomic. War is sotually desreuctive of muterial goods, bul fn wage war =1ccess-
[uile, one must cerrsinly ecancmize, Kut Lhe real poire 3= that we musl re

peatedly coonomize Befween rralerinl prd nonmarerial cods, We musr mile

pepeated chuices hetween grals, snme of which are materis] while some are not, :
We musl devide whecher added leisure (s more “mportand 1o us than e extra”

money we could earn by working svertime, Would [ reather have a new cnror a
Lrigr b Burope? 1e 22 nenzense Lo pretend chast all of - liese gosls are “material,”
Al lewst b “material” = imtended o hsve any normal mesning ar 21, bat if
these choices are sconoric chices, wnd by any conventional usc of 1he Lerm by
cromemizts they most assurelly are, then the ferm coonomics embraces fur
more than simply material life, We cua hardly speak of same of our minly ds
bong “eeonomic” and sthers ax “noncconsmic™ if the very cholee et ween e
dilferent zosls is an economic decision and if we have o cconnmize vur re-
i attaining our chaices. Robbins poine: oot thar in a sense §1 s pven
possihic to say that wone of our goals are ulrimately malerial, “Tneome from
feven] 4 material object musl in the last vesort bie conceived ss ‘immarerial® wae.
From my house equally &5 from may va.et or the services of the opera sinzer, T
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n recent vears to Laky
d (ﬂ ¥_distinetive cluim un coonomic eorsy, Thiz 1s in the hook Fraede weied
Market in the Early Empires by Karl Polanyi and hiz associaie- (19371, T
¢l uthers of the book gxplicitly rejest most of traditional economice, @udﬂ_ms!}vs
i

lar as [1= potential applicability to societies cilier 1han our e iscuoseind. |
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derive an income which ‘perizhes in the monens of its predeciion’ D olibass
FUSRIR).
I am aware of ol

"!.‘Iil

umuﬂ}mivhtﬂl;mm% material #ide of life has

Palanyi makes a lonz needed distinction becween econamics in the subsiziive
senze of the provision of material goeds. and in whe formal sevze of ratianaizing
calcelation or Yeconcmizing” (vorresponsiog roughly Lo the Geal and B0 del-
initiotas considered im cthiz paperi. He szeemz Lo helieve, haweser, 1hal i
imadern Western soclety the two defnition: cover much 1he same proasd, ™Az
long as the economy was controlled By [price makivng markets the lerniad and
the substanzive meanings [of “ceononic’] woukd In practice coincide” {Polanyi
1957 2440, Tf this means thar the two definifions cover Lhe same aren: of b
hawier, it iz s.impli_u unirae, because our markel organized] eecvomy docs em-
lace many nommaterial, ponsubsrartive dems, while on the athes o, gz 1
wll 1ake pains to point ouc in deall lacer, seime meteriad goods are sevetines

distribiuted oulside the market systen. Even In aur vwn oviely Do paslaria.
side nf life and the marker system ﬂ[]!\l.'lf.]__[. vt id:hﬁ-l;gl‘ dele dcriz u_-.'i:.-[?:
I*atanyt and his sssociates are tight ro dfstingaizh the two detividons of coo-
pomics and righs to encaasize thar in primitive sociefes Loy smay ool COTre-
spomdl. T helieve that they are seoong to assume 1Fal (hey correspond gy Lette
i oour sociery, and T feel that their dizcusaion vather absenres e possibilily
m”@ﬂ“@%_ibﬂ_i&”—myﬁ (e, nracrice rationalizing caleulatioa,
even in the absence of & marker. Furthermore, piven the chodos Betwees 1ne
suhstantive and rationalizice definitions, [ think ir s T e the

Jlspoe of most cuslaiary praciee 1 aue

wishes arhitrarily o defne economics in this wev, ik is tpossloe Soocali lim

word economic for the former, |

wrong, bat excent for Polunyi and biz collesgaes thi= 2 a use af the term which
has very little to do with thgork of praciicia o Morcovr, Lo
anthropologists it is a terribly arbitrary decisien 1o cor=ides wateria ponds Lo
he ecohomic, bat services (which are cermainiy nowmateriall o b nengeg-
nomic. Whae bappens when one ezchanges a maverial abject Tor a nonmaterial
service? Is one half of the transaction te be conziderad coomnmic and Lhe ather
nnnfb:_:ﬁuamic?bwf, {gadr A e F,’fp‘c R 4 PRETN

Tecanelogy, subzistence, and ecslogy are allimporiant creas of study, and
the real question agfar as this paper is concerned is whelliee wo wish Lgfvaste
theterm “econoric on them when grler cems are availalle, a.ir'.d when they

leave ont 2o much which{we uzuall e lonaps tn Ceconsamic s U ATIE cronan e
il

.

of ceremonial jewelry, the Inherilance of cresis, nr i our pwa socicty the pos-

Ty session of copyrights, are wsuwally considered oeily U;bbml'iguuu:.l}-' (1 b cvi-

. K = ™, " iy i
noinie phenamena, even taough Lhesare lavdly a pas Lol afpsislence aolivitivs
ot the "marerial zide of life.

i 1hat 11 = Lietter Loeall cevhnolugy,
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of the veonvmists” formul definitien of their subjest. which may or may nr
currespend Lo whal they actually do. bt adzo of (heir reasons fur considering
specilic topics, It is this which feads mie 1o 4 reasonaldy obvions bus, smong
anthropolegisis at least, only sporadically pereeived Troth; Whatever forinal
definilions they may give to their science (and these vary considerably ) eco-
nomisk: solually stwdy the operition of the price ayslem in our own sacilety and
the exchange of priced poods and services through Lhe macket syscem*

Lv is waorth noting that in the introdoctory sections of their books, when
ahstract concepss wnd definitions of the subject are given, coonomizcs may give
formulativns whick make no reference to motey or murkets, bat which are set
n complietely general terms, In an aging Tt standard introductory cexn linok
of ceonamicg, Fairchild, Furaiss, and Buck (1936: Chupler L define most of
the major voncepes of econcmics withou. any relerence to money at all:
Wesad vonsist: of all wzeful meterial thing: owmed by uiman Seings < Tn-
et gonsisls of the beneli: or services renderad by wealth or by froe persons ™
Ul wnsbesiralile svenis cawsed by wealth ares called e disservices or costa of
wieadll,” The liference beltween the inesime and the cost of sy article of
wenlth iz ive nel inceme,” Property i Vthe right 1o acoma; Uhat iz, che right 1o
the benelis or services of wealth or free persons.™ “The value of anyehing is 1 he
yuantity vl any other thing that would begiven in eschunge for che frst hing
ey past their icial and formal delinivions, lewever, coonomists have Taeen
perfectly clear abour what their suliject eledes, Koajght bas d eelated 1har in
praclice Lhe scope o coonomics is marrow, a siuation he foedls to he sntively
proper, Hle savs
... there ere many wavs i whicd acoeende adivity may be sicially erginial, el the poe-
dnipant methed 0 mwcern natinns i the peice svelzie, or foee eolerpeiae, Coosecently il ds Lhe

structurs and wosaing of Lhe spstent ol liee snterprive which conslitules the peio: il
CUSRINI iR & Lreatise anoceonnmics o Knight 1051080,

el dise

Althoegh Eobhins, as will e seen bolow. gives & much broader dearition of
recnonics s a whols, even he fecls Ihatl 1L s appropeiate Doe eeonomists 1o con-
cemErats on the aperation of T cochange coonoms T leur seslom of mazkets
as dominared by money prices! and reoognizes thar thes Tave siaages done 2o,
Kolining <avs that it s ann inearrecl onstudy other kinds of ceonemy, bat i i
simply nor particclanly nzelod JI9533:2197,

Theve ave, to be 2ure, goud practical reazons for dealing wizh maney ansd
price. For one thing, price aliows 3 lorm of gquamificatioe. e can specify
whether price 1= going up o down, one can compate o el vulue, and one can
compare various commodilics snd servives by means ol the common de-
aomirater of dollavs or paund= or cubles, As o rezals, connomi; discussion iz io-
practical if net cheoredical rea:on: Umited to goods and serviees than are
measured in money. Bul anthrepowgizt: ought to realise just how arhi- rary
the distinetion berween priced and unprced commanlizfes i< and bow seless il
i5 dor their own work. We have not, however, for 1 s 1 his distinecion which
maken 05 fec] thal a wage varner perforns an ecenamic service, while we leave
a hnuzewiie’s Tabor oul of ull of our national econvinic statistics. Tr i why faad
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curved in o restawrRnl s Seen g aa eonnernic gl but fnod served hospitably
o friends iooore's hame ia nob, Dt is why the seevices of o prostilute but not
thoee of % wile are ecoromie. TEiz wliy faod bought ina store, Lt nos “he Tow of
radishes in my hack yard, enters fulo statiztics of gros: patisnal produet, 1t is
whil makes the distinetion between professioaal and amateur athl=tics, Since
wi, in Western epuatries normally price foud, hesing, Laed, mast manciac-
tured products, and mesl labar suisice of the sgrngelild, we wneily fall oo e
habit of corsidering thuse things (o be economic m fheir nalire. Sinee we o
pal price othur goods, and services hospitadiy, a hoasewile's Tahor, the care
ol o lildren by their parenis, brides, anel Christmas presenls -they ave nesl con-
Gidered seonomie, For cortain practival purposes within our nam sociely Lals i%
4 weefal if not theoretivally wnassaiiulle appresen. [t does sorve some usclul
prepnzes to raleulace grios nactienal product, amd this cunoniy he done by alel-
ing up vaiues of things produccd, ard the only apparsnt curninon denerminalar
o which Lhese ehjects can b reducs] s money value o price, Siree 8 hocae-
wife's labior is ool priced theree is no ropeeivable way to gdd ber leboriuto 1hr
toval value of goods amd -ecvices produced Do ﬁuciu:yﬂﬁﬁf‘h_igﬂru-
Lorlahils w Taal. S
o

may deel ubow, Ve lozic of Uhe figures Dzt lease Ter aul.
LHHE ! ! izl e T

¥ A - Ui [ et " :
ey akie onn i ease tigl TI% ~amecntriling ou e prio Ayl

CIne G
i ot oy practiealiy, but even sheore ally justifuhle. Wilhin eoar seciely (I

. ] . i i 15 i
parteerlar goods and services which are prieea are Lreated i verlain spueil
ware. Money priving s e aperation ol the markes give d Ui oo
mer T ey andd This segrment = eporiant ol dearves |
TTe imited Lo a srady ol priced goeds it iz an ineenli
b comiresdiclian in terins Lo sneak of priritive cognorios, whe i we g i iy

LAl =

ol ed, Bl of eretom:

with o socicly withoul money. Jhad emliropadagics dve one fenivser. i b
Liole s pan the fvpe af peels wed servives dhaf we price aid rorsider (fere (0 feeen

et cven T eiker secieries, Gisead of real{zing fpaddr s S fpcen e ol frie

Fug el adick pives freve furedicular gondd tnd arrvices elr apiiy. Labor, manu-

Fortred goods, Tand. arel the waw inowhieh these sre aliorated and exchanged

16 e vewnamic, even Lhowgh they may oo more be prived [0 sure of e

socivly 1han iz o fabor sl mrsivg snivtasl. Jusl becanse Tarul is priccd i oy
spc ety Is o reind: to vl I eeena e inanot e ety where o = nol prived,
and vel land tenargd sapiversalsy Sons 1'I'|k_ o e D @i L st tl e

romics Some seople, o e sure, price goads or scrices Bl v die 1o

Jwamli s
Lriva- Mrequently are patd for, B becise of our cllimo enlrie view Ut brides
are nol a2 ccornmic corenediny (beciese we dooee Laperwn 10 Jafidy e
ant i mlogists bave resisted 1he ey i womo e be bnagelis mid seld and
fan e veen sugzesled that il s somebhow picer 1o speak of “hredeeweall T 1T an
Hhride-price, ™ Ui magic woh o words does 2o absmacire the Gues thal in =ome
parts of the worll weabth B trirsferred inoeschevu [ hzices. Tnomany Haves
POty compe sl ion b5 pail 1o redress injurics Al zs thel, edualtery, ot
even murder, Crodph since we do nat Fappen to feel chat i i appropriale o
price sieh fransactions, we wsnlly fool that they are ot Veconomic,'

I bedieve tha 146 fuir o<t e that Terskowiis, in the most caiensive freal
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meul of eeonomic anthrapology Lo dace, adheres penerally oo the Sdea (hat
anthropelogival ecenomics is concerned in olher :ocietiez with (he sume
pheromens that economists deal with in eurs (Tlershovits 10523 e does
Fevognize that economists concentrute on pincd gouds and services, but he
dows mot conclude chae this makes unreasonable the study of the same kinds of
gouvcls und services in other socictive, He clearly (vuls taat there i=a catogory of
Lwbaviur that iz reazenally called Yeconomic” wnd which can Beco me the focus
of spuvial study {see for etance pp, 60611 To judge by the topiv: with whick
I deals, <his includes Tand {enure, awnership, trade, divizsion of labor, and
eredit, even in secleties where moncy i3 nel used to organise Uen. L s 1Tue
that he alse extends his disrussion to such things as gift aml ceremonial ex
chanps which we do nol prive, and to Lhis exlenl he vxpands and makes more
waelul our conception of ecenerics, Bur Herekovits does not deal witl oll che
goucls and servives waich are exchanged or produced In the snziety. He does
narl, lar instanee, deal with the care of children by Lheir mother, am (he seovices
ol a palitical leader amd Tolluwer loward ane anatlier. Ie wouldd have startled
many preple had he inchded these services, far they de oot At ir e ouc pArECon -
repion of what economics embraces, hut they gre services which arc Just as
wch exchunged as are the services of 2 mulual-belp -eam af hiarvesding. The
anly reason for comaidering Uhe lateer and nol e former to be econamic i= thai,
i ewr society we price agricultural lahar, while we are ned suppeged to price
pelilical putronages or a mother's care.

{should he apparent that once we deal with any sociery oiher than guar
own, proving is a torally oseless meaas of dislinguishing the econnumic aspect of
sovicly from the noneroremic sspecta. TE the unity of cconamivs arizses aut of
the fact thut 3t deals with prived poods. 2hen in some priniiive sacieties & i
togical Lo
argite Lhal olher socielics use ocher methods of distribution of theze Eods
{whicl s, 1 believe, whar Palanyi and associales assert) and 1hal their sub
sticles Tor the markel mecharism should be studied under the titie of eco-
tormivs, il 1 G2 the marker mechanizm ard i prives that give the particulal
gocels and services of car coonomy their anly uniiy, Tt 72 as i A propologisie
frornu matrilineal sociely insisted upon = udving the maieilueal groupings of
all nrher societies, O can, ufzer all, isolae thaze kiasmen who are celated
vach olher along the matriline, cven in our own sociely. [t siirply happens o

silly Lo leok for any hehavior that can be calvd “economin.™ 11 s i)

bie ronsense to do en boowase we do nol assign any duties or resuonsihilries a0
the Liwsis of mateilineal descent. Tle asseciation into 2 anified syslem of Thase
gl and scrvices which we price is just as urbitrary as (he assccintion of
pecple into o matrilineage, Ttis silly oo pxarmine vither sysiem where it does aa0
exist,

P was led toveject e “material™ definition of eeonamics Bocaose it seerced
ta me chat technolopy, subsistence, and ecology are more convenientiy malled
by some other Lerm Lhan “ecomarie,” I reiece the definition which stotes 1ha
cuanumics deals with the goods which are priced in our own sovicty en diffeeen|
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grounda: it is ol g real catepory i any secicly bus our own. 10s, o fact,
startlngly elhnocenirie,

[ heliewe Lhal il is onr felt hat wastaled knawledge of 1he arees of onr lide
which are touchved wpon by our own price svstem thal has mads us hope for
some unity inowhat we have called economics. I pricing is whal gives unity r
geomomics, perhaps we had hetrer stop usicg e tern at all unless we happen 1o
be studying a svcirty where money is imporlanl, PMerhagps Lhe mns suecessfal

Yecomomic” sludivs by anthropelogizts huwe boen fo ateas where manee i bn-

partan— swch ws in TPanajachel studied by Pux, avad arceng ke Malay fisher-
men studied by Vieth. Buoc if economics mens a coacern we hoibe price sysien,

then some soecicties gioply have no ecunam

1here are stil some allernalive uses of {he: l\_rm which aliew it o he appliedro x|

less arhitrary calogory of culours, whick ':_1|'-i|,:l"-'l.,'. 1o b caamined.

11 Hremomies 35 e plndy of spstems of evefoonge, whadever e gartfenfar 1u-
srrfionst orrunpemonls swrrownding Sem sy fe T have pointed out that the
justification for the raditonal scepe of copromics fn sur society s that cerlain
gods and servive: are united within one syslom by e common vze of money
when they are exchanged. Probably owery spidely s some syaleos ol ex-
change, and cersairly we have several quite dislinel sysean: ourselens. Hos-
pitality is returned with considerable responsibe lity and valvalored elasely, al-
theugt withoul the intermediacy of moner. W even use eapressions Tike
Sawing an donvilalion o Pworking off our debis by threwing a covkiail par v .7
The exchange of pifls aod cards 41 vorieas holidases forms anacher syatem. T
wintld e ax lewitimare, theagh e doubl Less il Son cnvealional ol
deetives, Lo sbudy the may I which these gilts Ll vouniery
calivalated, ard H;E_TEE‘ﬁ] Uoo, A5 Le sl y Pl frasaci v of a arice .‘u['ll-.n,f_fl
market. Opee Lhese sysrems of exciange aee nolecd ooe can hardiy belp cocoe
mizing systems of exchange in other acieties, airhough they may ke guine 4
ferent from any 1het we have inoowr own, Some of ‘hrﬁ eoare nld sland byvs i
1he anthropsingieal literasure: the kula rivgs the svaizm of potlatches i rhe
2 archwest Uhasl s feast-giving, prestize, and pawer n Melanesia; bride: and

s are balasoe,

raftle 1m Africa.
1t wrast be coephasized thas the melaby ity of thesp waricns systems s only
pavtial, 1 is wsually possible to cosvefl geanls ancl services narmally exchanged

within eneg swslem into thoese of woo or, We da, ol colrse, use money to pur
valem anid

chaze goods which wz cher use Inovndertam ng. wo tlal our market s
our hospitaiity sy=remare interrchied, i Shis does noc mean that the value of
Loapitality vn D cxpressed Inoa mangy price, as 02 evident rom our relative

eviinatina of Lhe imple but warm hospralite of our less afhueat acquaint
ances, aad the sumptuous cstentaiion of 1he wealll v, Bahannran gives an un
uxaaliv clear example of “he parcial indezensence and partial interdependence
of tares svatems of vuchanpe found among the: Tiv: 11 subsisierce poods con-
sisting of fopd and varisus houschold chjects which wre sachanped freely with
pach orber but less readile converted into olher Toemes of wealily 20 prestize

.
s s weonld not oftend e, ot

G
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goeds conating al iren bars, catile, and <lavis, and 31 wemen, waich belore
e conbusion broughs about Ly the intenducion of moaey consbibulel & e
change syatem of their own (Bohuanan 180330,

The svatematic comparisen of dillorent sysicms of vxchange miehy jove
extremely intercsling. One veuld sk sucl gues! ioms as wheller sindlar mellk-
il of valeulation are uzed in them 2!, whether the same principles of ratinnal
allocation are presenl, and (o what exionl Lae fucividoal's mosives viry. Buc it
chould be entively clear thal thene systems of exchange do ot metessar il -
Ande vitler material poods ar money pricing, Soome ca predict 2 had of time
whet syslems will be foand inany partvolar so it By thes definition there is
met gy oonamiv sysient kul haT several eoonomic s
TR theit eharscleris1ica can only be ciseovered through crnpirical wlsetvazion,

Perhaps the definsion of economics as the sty of npslemng oy garhanpge
tends (o 1he lease comples and conirmdictery rsulls af an ~, o Che hve defing-
fioms suggested here, bul it is Hwdeed. T seera g saradinal to w-rglqt thul a
sinple soeiety may Dave stveral econonic Sysiens. Why net simpdy call them

el

sl in eah .~l’:i':i-!.}':

l \tr_lm Mt AYSEEE T

e twal detinition which arises oul of corlaes foddamental principles of
Feoretical reononies remains, Thiz approaches more Cozely the way inwhich
many ernanatisis i 1helr more - heaehi Tl and less practival moments, define
Swett subjeet, ancd heee Frelurn 2a tie borralat ion of Lionel Rolibiss, o

31 Fromomics fs bie fludy of He afiogaliong sF earie wess L el fle adjee-
ivgs, or mmare Brogdly Ui solence e aekich stedies g belarsor 0 o relaliaa sl
hetioeen sads g Feiroe moans ook Sete alierfulite ey “iRobiing THIa0 1
3any antlirepologi=ts who have ceuger e thicsees will sronomic problen-
hivve Tecontly waed similar delinis i, me Toding Firth ie his arest discassion (£
i Jiut these actiers, ey dndion -
irly choiee, alocation, and reonomieng’ Do b L

am arozalogsical pronamics, and Herskovits

cape of pravami: helaviar.

& ip hack 1o & comsideratior ol Sacgmonrt e wanrtg mlerial sl s and ends,
o il atmong the cbiipats which oe el e mooew marke, svstenm: 10w Dis mis-
vake that Bolibing aveids and i1z for dhis resson that T e T
viluable and =0 much ers salisfving lagically than tiw Tevmcbatinns of sl

il o

an hropomas who Tave dealt with Uiese p"n'u e

Raobibine ||m111.- nut et thers is o eocnormic problene if unlindted mwesns
are availaiie for gehieving seme goul, and Surthermore we dono. Bave toeca-
nerize osorething nas o alicrmaiive lse s halanever. W her Lime and ke

reans for achieving eads are Hmited, aad capabie o alloraative o prlicalion,

ad 1he onds are capalle of ring distingu shed v avder wl i poriaves, than L
B ior nevesst iy pssious The fotm ol chaiee (1, Pl Dtalics o b erigios )
(e sl chense Belween scurie meins and d..J:'J_JI'-. et to L he varisesty valoen
erula, The unity of coonamivc suence, sy Fobbin:, lies tn 1 e Jorvs assuraod
b hamian behawior in d'spasing 0f searre means.t Neither cigds nor meats can
11._:ct.car1l:, b Teusared in monatary Lerins, and neitber sweed coosist of o-
serial ohjerts, and o economics o tefined i 1his way HEE 0 REREREATY ST
with the nse of money or maaterial abiecis Siere o sro Neposing of soarce
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sppans dn virtually everyihing we de, e poomics in This wies [oUases an g pr
druler arpect of behavier and ol on ceriain kinds of beaavior (Robbins
1935170, The woman w-r-m “ziug her howsoworl, the man allocaiing hia tiree
perwrrn nis family and bis club, vhe child decidiog whether to play Taseball oz
1y 4 ik, the polizival lender distriluiis ne atronage, dind the Teasl hnt_r who
Cepives awuy Tood inoerder Lo oo envlate prestige, are mahing eranorais’ dse
isiois w el of nel ooy hasanyl Lirsg to doowith iy chioive, and whether
af ol ey are dealing with Gipateeial” objects, If Roubive, ke orher e
AEtisle, Euos an T sl ndr Lhiose 1vpms of behavier in which the ereomis
pect behaice aned allovaliond far ton l.f_ll'-.1l.ll axtanl b maasured o mans wﬂ i%
st hecanze of the ]_muuplc-. i econnmics, but beeatuse ol o pedioms and =up
,1.v~1m||:1r;, s nnpe fors dtso Wl inil= uf I.n_--1 LVRAr e TTGOr and less ime
(ot arimote eusily andly and
whvernalive of reslricting uumn.r;-a ler prived p wenommens does sl exisl, The

B ':r]v 1L LATT L o .L]mrummu sncicly, 1hiz

tnplivations of =eizifg upun 1he eromomistig'’ uspect of bebavior, as . enTal
L e study of counamics, are u goad deal more far reaching Lhan hes <nme-
. and my maior vt cisoe o bith Werskowils and Ficlls, for
Patanee, iz thar neilher follows oul $he 111.111] colivs of his pan definitions, TI
ail behavior invalyving .1H|_-|Lu1um is G OLOL u ther the olationship of 2 “rueher

1 Der Taldi

po ber balne is just as ek an ecuaamie o, of FatHET s TSt ik muzch of an
soonomic aspeet, as Lhe realionskip af wn employer to hiz kired iaborer A
furiner locing hiz yums I3 l.wﬂp e mare ceonomis than when he is chatling
et Tiia vronics 1 the men’s howse, The economic aepect of Vel vini— chiodce,

stlacation of snalos means
is presen inoall 1kis behavior, From this poins ol view It ix muu T npd_lu-w ti
speak ol i inslinution or grotp s BTN ERTLLTLLE B0 LALUTE. All rroups na 2

— el

L eConuic e, 7

e peesille Lo ok upan g soriety s v colieerion ol choice-a king in
dividuale, wheose every aclion invnlves camacions 0r uncnnicicus selectieas
araane alteTnn g ive Tenlis L alternative cmte The ends are the 2uils of e 1l
Aiidual colored B the vadues of bis savicly fows sred witich he Lries 1o mike his

s They nesy inehade prostige, love, leisire, or cven metiey. TTie mcan. ar

e technical - an k]ltr'.'.']ttlﬁ{ al his disposal, noluding skill 23 orzleiy o

crdurr e an e husad as well & o Lochnieal kaow ledge s stk Theoe are B

swerifivally eooromic e olgdes o1 peomamie gouls. It 1s anly | H-:l Lile,::"W.:-
1 E |

oen Ll e sl Tt - Ll way inowhich i man manipaiates his -f-l*ulu al Tu

Salrees Lo aol e Bis geals, Lhat 1s e COTI T

Now, stricty spoeakiny, piven o sel af technival skills end knnwledgs wind
pover 4 zer ol eoalahle etiels ur valees, there is anly any Besl wiy 0L G L
coach the ot nor, T eennuomist i3 oo usually I lereeted el et e nr e
Daempscloes ot ralher 00 Lhe way e il mvies g anieatad to resch
rida, and ae s ahove all interested in worsing aul the meast @ ATicie ] st
way oo achisving cerlain ende, given 1he means, BEis al This ]m. atl 1hat eco-
rvmists are likely toexpress their lack of bl etest o the velomics of promitive
poople, becansy e et econnmic procedue for a prim dliws b= prezamably o

icluding 1ine LT d eoergy and pot just money=
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different Lhan it iz for anyone, grantud of course thas botk ends wnd mears: may
be differen) ip another zoulety than in our own, T'o mast economists i hiardls
macters how the memboers of any partioclar socicty wake their choices, I they
are mefludent and do nel direct their means (o rational avcemplislnaent of
their ends, why then, 20 muck the worse for the prople.

In practice, of eourse, economisis have nor worried ahow: Lhe general prob-
fem of how ull of the viried ends of an individual cun be met. They have
limited 1heir problem by asking how a perticular man, say an eolreprencnr, can
best accomplish the end of a large money prafi haw can money be naxim-
ized, This has an air of wercality wher upplied Lo 4 primitive suiety. Poonle
work and try to achieve Uheir goals, Tlhicy wanl more rood, nr more wives, or
more pre:tive, und they clearly work 1o achieve (bse alms, bl the ends they
have in mind are never =0 simple as (those dealt wilh by econamizts who speak
uf high movey profic. OF course, the CLLEEpTeEnenr’s aims ane ot really so
simple either, but the grossncss of the sversimpliion: isn beeorgs imescapble
when looking at u primitive socicty.

Puluayi avd his associates reeognize thal Yeconnmics” has aflor been used
W Lhis senze, to refur to situations of ehoive in areas of Bmited means ! They
argue that price selling markols are found only in a Nimiled sepenent ol luman
hiztory. They secm to comeluch that far Lhis reason it is ditheuly @0 study chaice-
making in ather societies, hut their inceres:s #Te shmply not centered o ¢heiee-
making. Neverthiclesz, it inay be worthwhile 1o exanine charr- making even in
sutieties where money and prive-zetting matkels wre abseni. Cine can boedly
argue that “economization,” the carelui calealaticn of chaices with an v Lo
GILs Prosnects, = missing simply ecause the pattivular insitetional M-
work which belps us to make seme coonomizing decisions Ol marser) is
missing, Primitives wre presumubly neither more’or less ratiomd (hun any of
a5, although they may use different institulions through which o cxpress their
ratianalily. OF course, the systom of marker rogulaled prices canral be siodied
i 1he shsence of market regulated prices, but it mey sl Be uscful 1o srudy
ratohalizing calculation, Furlhiermore, cerlain characterisiics of Prive-regutal-
iy anarket: may b resdily seen cven {n socielios very dilivrsni fram our awn
and o very different institmional sertings, Where dowerics are substantial or
hride-prive is required, the amount to be paid mav he & multer of carcfal har-
gaining, The total hride-price may depenl upon e desirdbility of Lhe gl
elther prrsonally or as derived from ber Samily®s souial stalus, Tostanees of cur-
taillmenl or increase in the amounls of cattle availahle for bride-peiee (hrough
diseasy or otherwize} show hal (he price asy depends upnn the supply of
catile, LU scems entively rensmmable Lo suggest Lhat erttuin characieristios of
sur markeling systern hat go nndor the namwe of “the Lo of supdy and de-
mand™ are applicalile in a4 much brosder contexl than sur own markels, This
possilil’ty would be olzcured if we bave to limit the ravige of meaning of eco-
norics Lo a consideration of material gonds, s mggestud By Polanyi. If we
can gel back to the initinl assnmpiong of eronsmizis about scarcily of means
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e unlimited wanis we may and 1hat they are still wselul HERILI (s gven i
the abscnce of parkels and prices,

Hure, then. s a Coal area of hehavior to which the teem “economic” might
apply, Lhearen of chaiee and allocation of scerce resnaros to alternative gozls.
17 would study an aspect of behavior, sol 4 fype of helssor, and 1 would Le
ar aspect of hehavior Lhul has no more connection wich e mad erial aspeces of
fie Lhan with athers and no necessa-y sancection with the olijects which are
prircid in eur socfely, Onc of the tranhles witl onr o niforstanding of the eco-
nomic: of primitive people bas surely been that we bave confuse] 1he verdaus
presibee definitions ol coanomics anid bave perstaded eurselves thal allscation
af reseurces was somehsw mote chatascleristic of Belinvior Laas deals with mn-

1=

Pgoods than with ather bebasviar, or that the wae of muancey coinwided witl
e e b material gaads or that suly by nsing money conld we sa Aty oo
nozne, e 35 clear, bowes aor, that E.-(:i:ur:l:-rlliz"rlg calculation, material goncs, atnd
ttems cavchanged chrough price seczing uarkets, each roler 1o somel hing di=
tinet Iy diflerent,

O we focus wpon chodee sed allocarion, it becomes apparcil - hal there
have been s number of stounds of thaueht o the oz scicmees 1o b
k] cpon buman beliasior from this eeeatially econaric view. For (e rest
l this paper Twill Tovestigate Just one of Uhe implientions of remarding boman
biehavios as if goveroesd by anactemal so allocate soacoe rosourees inoa ra o
way. Lhnd it converien o call this she principle of “inaximization,” Bul it
elmely related tot ke Dlew of Srationalisiag calewla-ion

MARIMIZATION TITEORIES
The novien that human belasior i somehow orien: ed <ooard oo masin s
tien af some desized cod has appearcd inoa preat ranes of socizl soience thitars
Maximieation i=, of course, a Locdamental comeest in geomnmies for a rentes)
axiom of “hat discipline & that hamac wants 2= walimited, bt fhat me eone
stantly strevie Lo magimize our eatisfelions. More ssecificaliy, al of micea
cromermios e study of how £n entreprenaur ar o iems sheould belove, aseumes

Har he avin Bs drviey Lo niaxdmiae money prafil. Sach questions a: whai will
happen 16 prol § price is increazed, or how a decrease prevacfun Vo will eleet

deal of eravamict hear:

Lhe eatio sfireome Lo costs, ateal Uae aeart o7 a e
ing. and they aszurme that the el io view 2 1o moke a2 mach MOLEY a5 k-
Abde, OF coarse we keew and tnogive Lhem their e T belion e tha® econom, s
now al=o, that noL even entrepreranrs & ways o1 Hve Lo masi aae moTiey prodlt,
beal =hat some e Uhey may prefe- something olse  Jelsure conceivabily evin
vamman relations  rather thas more money. Thisis gew o deny tha  Tese

LGTH
CRECRPTETEUTE Are irving to masirmixe semelh

g, hut oniv siaes tha he
sometimes have to choese betwern money and =ame ather desired ol The
assumption that i s money 1hal i+ being maximized is ondy 8 converion)
siplifieation e line with the ponemad attention of coonamis = o thnse i -lan e

of cheice and hehaviar fn selich ey is vl
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Econemics, hawever, is by no means the only beanch of socia. svierde that

has Topked gpon man as though he were maximiaing something, Phaply im-
perded in Lhe Freodiun conceplion of the perseaality les the pleasure-pain
principle. The id, in secking to reduce Eension, npetates doeording Lo this
“pleasure principle” alwiys acling so as tw maximize pleasure srd moinimun
pain. The ege, nediating belween the id wod Llae et wivde world, 35, to be sure,
governed by an orcasionally confizting reabily prinsiple and must face thae fart
ihat pleasure i ot o e aehivved divectly, bul dec Hie routs toward salisia
Liam of the demands made by Lhe id may be roundabour and involyve the forno-
lation of plass and complex procedures helure inal satisfaction is achieved.
Freud even speaks of the suspension of the pleasure principle during this
inzgling toward the end of tenaion reductisi, Finally, however, the goal of the
et 15 the same as that of the id, and this is the reduetion of tenaion, or mnre
generally Lhe mazimization ol pleisure.
Actuzlly che sulistituticn o the Teality-pringiple e the plecure prineipade denctes ne Gethroee
et of the alenseme principle, bl oolv o safeguanliog of il A mamentans pleasure, wicestain in
s tesnlta, ie pives o, Lt only ioenler taoggsin in the new wie an assumred plomsure comicng kder
[ Frend L1925 &)

This Frevdian personalily is remerkably simifar to the economic mun. Both
are siriving for samerhing, Loth ave planning, both have an end in view, und
btk are trying by all the meass at Lheie disposal to reach ohe end and Lo oo s
murch of it as pessible. OF conrae, the ends in sdght appear ar Ak glaee, al
lizst, Lo be rathor different, masimization of money income, of Maximizalion ul
pleasure, and the conteast is esperially strong whaen ploasurs seemz most closely
relred 1o zex, Bt zex is o very heoad concepl in the Freudian versice of 1he
pursomnality, ami, as has beer said, money income 4 a convanient <implilication,
s, nreadly speaking, beth individuals are strivig in parailel ways towasd
parallel if not identical objectives.

(ither maximization thoorizs aave appeared in the social sviceres thrneh
notie have hucome ill:;tlr[_:-ﬂri—llt:-."! into sach claborate theoaretical sv-lemz as
iese, Part of :he concopuion of seclety that Teach preserc: o hie honk,
Political Syetene: of Hightowd Burma, involves the azsumpiicn than men gen-
erally seck for power. Leach snye:

1 oeemsider 1 pecessary aml justiGalde to assuno Lhal i Crnscinis o mens
gin puser is 4 ey genceal motiviein Tuman atfairs, Accenlingls 1 assume 12t ameiid s B
wilh o chadce al aclion will cnmonoezly ize anc choive gu a2 to gair povwer (Leach 1934100

s owish I

et simply, ane aut of contexl, this is anfuic b Leachs, dor immediatesy pre-
cuding this stulement he also savs, “As o pewersd vule | Andd that the secl
anthropologiss i never justilied in dnrerpreling acinn se wnambizuons
direeted toward sty one particular end " Neverthe vez, for his particalar task,
numily the anulysiz of the skilting sawer relalionshipe of vpper Borme. be
finds il convenicnt 1o suzpest thal peaple generally sirive o maximize Ui
awn pawer. As be gocs on to analve: - he zittation, Lhe pewer seeking o many
individuals, each wsng whatever means Lhe social coviranmans afers 1o hin,
s Lo shifting e telationships in the sociery w= o waale, and 1his bur-
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i ees witl 2 more gpeneral roreeption ol soriety as belng Kven il= dynamism
b (e mltiple simvang of all ol 1 memhbers, each secking his owa vods, cach
wsing the sucier v owhere it is cenventenl, el geing against the asual rules ol
the socicty where be Deels Be e ges away weitly iL zeed where QL wili e werl -
while in torns of his nen goals. [ fairness to Teach, it musl be siled it 1elo
not interpret him as presenting power ws The maln or major owdive of all wen,

wral hart if he were analyzing some sther relacionship than Lhat of power he
gl Toeuws on some ol her genoral motive that conaied he impuied to ull men
Tuken superhicially, however, s might b tempted (o raise power To Che $ver-
riding position that similar exagzerations af money peefis incconsmics, of of
woll in
Liis btk Puwer aned Perzanality, considers the pursuit of power from u sl lar

U hinlogical urges of the id in peychelogy, hawe sssomed. [Tarall L

puint of view and cxplicizly compares {he: interest o politival science in the
pureitit of prewer 1o the interesl of peanomics i the pursit of wealth. Lussweli,
Goiever, does ol supzest thal the pursuil aof puver averridis ather goals in
jpemsan brhavioe, oe only thad i
deals with {Lasgwall 19880

A1 thres of Lhese conceptioms of human bohavior Tecus on something that
serrne real, bt semethiog (hat i invomiicte. Fuople di nel alaays 10y 1o

+ this particulur puesuit thel politieal swirmce

it money, o bisic biological sutizfactions, or power., gl wll of 1hese
ceriainly dio pnier (1o GUT derisions, srd, o geaenl way, the mote w Tieve,
the Rappice we expect 1o b

The mo-t explicit 1heory of maximizalion which 1 hoow o i that of Gearge
ipf, who wrote g it redishe ook called Humen Behatior and the Piinedple of
Laeed Laoed (1044). [Chgekhohn revicwed this Lok as being . o fertile and
sugpestive, mad, irrclevant” (19300 2700, and udesd i1 was all of these Uhings,
Zipf belioved that all of our hehavier &= atienled tawarnd che minimizalics of
cifori, Sow, 1aken Hrerally, and 1he deight of 2ipt's hook is 1Tl e slated his
principles with o leeway for amblzuily. 1Tis Sa nomes=nie, Avhlesis cvenls and
raking # walk to work up an appetine are hurdly urderstandahle within 1his
framework, Thiz among otber gl of fancy bag lead mosl peoply wla have
Aumhivd upon he hool to relzct s principles, even while recogiiaing Lhe
feceile mind which peoduced shem and the remarkahle vollestion of data which
b bt woulid supprort tenn Hewever, even some of b principles may do-
cerve an eremimaiion Like the economist, the Freadiao peveholowi-l, o like

Loac or Lassweli wher ihey lovk a1 political hehavior, Sip0 assuenes That
peaple qre irying Lo ezient iy behavior, 1hsl P+, ke the b ohoices in S0ea d
wav vt chey will obrain rhe greloal possible amount of semelbing, Zipl
tecogniaez, and i et b apel’= cut i destl, hosw & man in leving Leonininzize
eFor ray e lond o long way azourd 1o reach hi= ulvimsa e goal, [0 ey pay in
Che one ren L teros of ess eTort L siop woss and make a new Lol Les s,
cven thungh o ke effort te make the fool, the Telal eifors expeonled may
evertauliy be less when she foed s wsel . Hi disnsaes how various Ll nls mdy

ks 1 aneme o lees desicalils 19 have many spevialized 1aol2 o 2 fow foore
zenerslizesd o [ deme sl es witsn am ciuriils cobievy o el dosa that
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the werds we wse mest freguently are the shoartesd ooe: andd 2as that in the
bang vun chis means o besser expendiioee of eferl o speaking. He alzo poirts
uut ehat there is g peint beyond which 1e planning v minlimize efors is ivself
civee cricly of effore than the ameuni saved, amd iU is 1herelore cxtramerginal,
One does best, in Lerms of saviep cncigy, nob o pdan hesornd that pedal, Now
all 1hiz is rather near, aocl 2005 reminiscent of 1he discgssions of economists on
Tow -0 maximize merey ecome, excepl, of voeree, e i = e 2beasnd oo sel
up rthe minimization of ¢forl as the cverriding goal which goides all of our be-
Tavior. Perbaps iU is o ke earvems shan rhe idea vhat mraximizatisn of n-
come, O s#x, oF power i Lhe roain dynamae of human Lehasvior, kut the pouople
whin heve suprested Lheze other modivacions have hedped mare caarioosle than
il did. Aleney income is & convenient simplification oo the eonnenual,
Hpteasure’ i= s broad crough comcepd 1o imciode all of owr mativac B, sned
Leach suggesls power anly fae the paricolar purpozes of o particulir anaiysis.
Zipls mistake was toogive himseld na lasphale, hut oo mainzain thal edust
piniraization wis Che oens and preimary morive of 21 human behavior, 1z laclk

of smbizaity, hewever, even thanglh it nuy bave Tead him te be repidly re-
jevted s 8 sumewhad mad genias, clowed o more exphicll formalslon of e
implications of & maximzaiion theory than anv ef the sthers, exoept porap-
for technival consiomics,

All ¢f 1aese theories arelaconcerting Zor much the same reazon: ol ars Lo
siapde. Clearly the things we want are more odungticated Lhan eapressed b
any of these simple malivation:, Cevlaindy we are sometizes happe 1o avaid
effor. and we oficn suek e [ S Y R R ot these are no: .’L|'ﬂ.n_\.':'~ E:-Lkgi'.l
al~er by all poople. More sienilean By, we ofiom have 10 chooze pefaoeei these
thines, We muss decide whether laanre fminimam efierty s more or lesz m
pertant 1o ug al the momeot thion an incleaze in oonsy mosme, of whoaer
poweey i Lo he sough | alter Dslead of eiler of these, aod it 35 beoc that 38 pro-
gel1ts an Iatriguing argumeni . He pmints out that i 05 quil 2 impossible o
maximize two bhings al ence, Cine onplit, Tor instancs, offer a prize toile sei-
marize comoancer who sinks 1he greatest namber of ~bips oo ziven oferval
of time Altervatively, ane apight ofer Lhe prize to whocver sioks 2 given
nember of ships o Lhe Shoelest posside sime: ©Yer when we offer 4 prizs te the

subrmurine o sder who sinks the preaies! siember of ships in the sdories! poy

art
stide feme, wr L o double superlac ive —a feraimnm nomber wod o minisiem
tirme  which cenders e problem complesely meaniagless sndd inder rmics e,
a5 becomes apparenl wpon vedection’ (1003 Bimilar y, one canaod sino
fenzausly try L masimice Tulh seaeal sarisfaction and the acooizitien of
maney. becanss Lhere may come a time wheo thers i3 4 choice between the wo,

and o ivercase ane will al The same tiree decrense the ovher, Thiz I prediac oy
the sume rgoeaenl thal Kelkins uzed in denvine that economics osald o
principle ke resleicted 1 marerial endsz, sinee ane ofien Las Lo decide belween

psterinl and nonmalera abjeclives. Te svaie one's ends and di-ingui=n inemr

i 1ne avcler of impectance inplies sone penetal standard sgainss whichk the
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mery specilie peals can be maaured. Phis peesamably is whal ecenomisls
Tacan whn ]I‘ v speak of achiewving «.1L|~.|'.1{ Pigis o i e ulie i e goal.
ya

Maww Lo osay 12T an :'1.{|‘.-1d,|_1.1| srives tooamasianiae his satizdactions 2 1o

LA IE e l.\pt't""-*-u'i.l.'! LI =00 ol
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