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CHAGGA TRUTH

A NOTE ON GUTMANN'S ACCOUNT OF THE CHAGGA CONCEPT Or
TRITIH IN DAS RECHT DER DICHAGG.A

FRANZ BARRMANN STEINER

GU’]’M ANN'S Das Recht der Dichagaa 3s one of the dlassics of anthropelogy, for
it is based on that sound znd walid knowledge of a people which, even when
outdated, sets standards for knowledpe and its presentation, Here I wish to consider
only one of the most stimularing chapters of the book, that containing Guemann’s
analysis of Chagpa concepts of trth, veracity, lying, and feeling puilty,

Befote tarning to a critical appreciation of this Chagga material, I should like to
outline, as briefiy as possible, my own viewpoint. Titst, T must insist that any COCEpt
of trath to which observalile behaviour relates and which can thereby be made the
object of souiological study, is something very different from a logician’s concept of
truth. T do #o0# mean by this that the Westerner, holding the lupician’s coneept uf truch,
finds amonyr the Chagya another and incompatible sore of conccpl.

Seconcly, truth has many meanings in aoy society. If we, for instance, were t0 ask
a hee-positivist logician about truth, we should be told that truh is 2 substantive
which nught to he avoided: this substantivc is abstracied from statements abouar
properties of veritied statements; it is sensc to talk about true statements : it is fon-
sense o talk about the truth; furthecrmore, there 5 an emolionl rosidoe in ¥ truth *
which has nothing to do with veriffcation. Agreed. But this © emotional residue 7 ir
of intetest to the sociclogist. It is a social reality, while lu irical propertics of statements
are not. As anthropologists we are intercsted in the social reality of © truth * rather
than in its logical conaexion with verifeation. The logiviun may restrict himsclf, but
the anthropologist is concerncd with all (he applications of *ttuth” in a given
socicty, and in simpler socletics—the Chagga are a case in point—he finds it con-
nected with the nstitution of the oath and he Gods oath, vow, and swearingg con-
cetned in the formation of jural relationships and in lepal procedore,

Here again there are significant variations in emphasis. The Greek word disfe
in itsclf means non-forpenting, and it refers to the exact rendition of a past event,
The Hebrew oath as meationed in the Bible refers in most cases to the fumre: the
petson committing himself to the formality declares that he will do somcthing and,
when bhe has actually done it, the word js ttue; but thete is neither truth nor false
hood in words when they arc utlered.

Witnessing is another cuntext of truth, While today—I do nat want to go into the
procedure of Roman law—the witness is the eyewitness, an insteument of verification,
in other socicties he is nothing of the sore: he belps to establish € truth * because no
“ verification * is possible. This latter atimde to witnessing prevails to some cxent
cven in our approach o vetification. No statement of one of the parties is evidence,

* ‘This note formed puee of 3 papce read by the late and is published with the permisslon of Dr, Sreinees
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while the statemnents of withesses are evidence, although from a logical, and not
a contextual viewpoint, they nced verification and are different finm ohjects which
judge and court can directly examine and * witness * themselves.

In many types of legal procedute the place of the verifying witness is taken by
persons who, under oath, declate their solidarity with one of the partics and his
sratements, Thereby the character of theit assertion is changed, and it must eall forth
a different reaction, This change lies in social reality and not in the logical propertics
of the statement. We know witnessing of this type from Teutonic and Celtic Butopc
and also from African societies, for example, the Bogos of Fritrea,?

Witnessing and the oath are interdependent in a very significant way. The oath
invokes as witness (nsually not as an evewitness) a person, a great powet, of a powet-
tul being : with some Africans, it is the chief or the king; with others it is a divine
powet; with some Siberian tribes it was the dangerous bear in the forest. ‘This power
would then bocome hostile to the oath-taker if his claims to the power’s solidarity
were vnwartanted, Functionally, such an oath is an abridped ordeal.

We can thus see that truth and verification are not the same. We can also scc that
there are at least two groups of treth concepts: the one relating to a change in the
social reality of a statement, the other to the degree of applicability of 2 myth to onc
or mote situations of life, The difference between the two s plainly visible when one
considers how they have been fuscd together in the Pentateuch (Cx. xev, ==, mxxi)
to create absolute truth. There the contre of religious life is what the text calls okef
#r‘ed, which is usually translated as * tabernacle °, Okl means tent and pothing more.
Ms'ed occurs in this context alone and iz thercfore much discussed. Rosenzweip—
the philosopher and collabotator in the Buber translation of the Hebrew Bible—has
writicn an interesting essay on the translatability of a group of terns including this
phrase. Ma'ed is apparenily derived from the same root as ‘ed, * still %, © vet ®, "ad, * 4l °,
and ‘ed, * witness ", Other derivatives of the wotd ocour in staterments about what
happens inside the Holy of Holics: the shrine of "adur, © witness? *; and about the
perpetuated Afnma’ed, acdon of Ged, ie. * his making himeelf present as a withess *.
It means that in the tent of witness the God bears witness to himself for man, with the
belp of the shrine of witness which contains the law, the paramount sacial reality.2
“The manifestation of the God of the People is thus explained in terms of jural trath,
and thereby jural truth and mythical truth become one.

Through the identification of the Greck truth of the past and the Hehrew truth
of the future, European rruth achieved a timeless quality, The acéeptance of Absalute
Truth in turn made posaible mystical truth, which iz identifiad with life and with the
way to the absclute, all three beitr one and accepred as the mcarnate God. Then,
with the secularizarion of religion in the West, trath as absolute was misapplicd to
scientific statements and theoties, which seck vetification oaly in order to lead to
further vetifiable statements and theories. Afier this bad been accomplished, the
commpletely petwerted question was asked, whether this absolute trath—now attributed
to science—conld be found in religion as well,

A tull undesstanding of the natare of truth, in the scnse in which T use the word,
will be attained only after smudies by many people who are experts both in com-

L Vinagtmleff, 1020, b, 315 and 550 Griénbech, 2 Huher wad Rosenzweie, 1956, p. 126
1981, welds. i ancl B, parrine, Munzinger, 1859, :
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patative religion and compatative jutispradence. Here T have ontlined merely what
1 think the necessary cquipment for an investigation into the tmth concepts of a
simple society.

'I'o descrilie Chagpa concepts of trath and lic, Gutmann deals first with these words
and indicates the coatexts in which they arc used.” This method was rare enough when
he wirote, and we can only wish he had devoted more than a few paragraphs to it.
Unfortunatcly, he is most concerned with clidring meaning from common derivation,
and some creor consequently creeps into the investigation. [tis one thing to cnumerate
the varicus contexts in which a word is used at any one time and to dedve the meaning
of the word from the sum total of its associations, Tt is quitc another thing to relate
words in terms of their common detivation as 1 have just done with some words in
the Pentateuch, Once a word has been separared from its associates, its separate
cxistence and usage are a significant part of the carront mode of thought and expres
sion. An iovestigation of current cuncepts may then be obscured by the philological
approach. Fur example, an historical study of the word * litter ” would give ns little
relevant information oo the connexion, if any, between British attimdes to birth-
eontenl and the Ant-Litter League conccrned with keeping Britain tidy.

The Chagea call a completely reliable statement J&df or for. Ki foki: this 1 true.
Kja Jofi: to speak true. The related vorb fuhe refers Lo actions of magic desiped to
datnage another person. Gutmann thesefote assumes that the otiginal meaning of the
[ofi proup s “wo utter incantations’, One can, however, avoid the detirational
approach and say, from Gutmann's data, that the &4 group implies incantation and
response to it: the binding and the bound word. Guemann does, however, qualily
his statcmnent by saving that the © oath character * of /## is sall felt. He tells us: * For
this reason members of the Moshi District whe had become Christians, several times
said they would like to have not only the chicfs” aath furmula, £ merg, rogether with
its associated variations, but also the word fodf banned from Christian speech asage.™

‘Thete ate three words that can be uscd for © report, message, statement @ sebons
from fwewe, 10 see, tn sav what ane has scen ; rams from frasr, to dig one. The phrase
it mebay means © to transmit a detailed seeount of 4 fully grasped geoup of circum-
stances % The third word, afpbe, is a ratet form from the 8 family of worls,

All these words scem, to us, to imply veracity of statement; conseguently, one
interssting feature of their usage is that only Joki words arc felt as opposites (o some-
thing that is not true, Swww, the scen, for example, docs not stand as antonym to
some other word, Stll more intcresting, fo#f seems to have two alternatives. Cne,
connected with the Swahili seonge, lic, has 2 curious ficld of meaning « yeqgne, to make
public; shande, mere rumour. The chisf meaning of wung, acconding to Gutmans,
is “ mete tall” (Cierede);? peshaps he means infonmal talk, But the opposite of £ lde,
* this is true ?, is &7 wesge. One wonders whether Gutmann is justiticd in translating
it, as he does, by ¢ It's a lic *.# The other word, or rather usage, is 2 composition of
wonpo, tall, and puems, foar: to tals out of fear; an intentional lie. Talk influenced hy
fear and the statcment of jural relevance arc thus opposites. Apain Guimann gauges

T Mpost of the data to which Dr Steloer fefets 2 Thid., p. 703.
oot in Part ¥Iz Der Seacokearcen sd die Eivzelresdy * 1hid., p. o0z.
{pp- GEp-753), and patticuleely in the section Md + Idem,

It {op. Foz—z5), Guliann, 192é. (L. B.]
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the field of meaning of sweesw, fear, with the help of related words meaning to escape,
extricate oncself; onc word is used of reptiles throwing of their skins,®

The survoy of Chagea truth conceprs wionld not be complete without 4 mention
of certzin signals or signs—I hesitate 1o call them symbols, as they seem to me part
of the [anguape and in oo way more symbolic than cther pares of speech behaviour,
thomgh resisting werbal conceptualization both in Chagra and in our languages.
1 refer to cottain efaculatons and to the use of the Diracaena leaf.

Feenn the way in which this leaf is nsed we may deduce that it implies imper-
somal identification, servingr as a matk of ownership without reference to individnals.
1 will select thiee of its uses 0 ilustrate this podit.

"I'he elan copses where the ancestor shrines are to be fonnd are clan property. Clan
members may do things there which other people may not; they may even cuf wond.
But when people bearing arms cross their own clan copse, they must ateach Ddracacoa
leaves to their weapons. Apparently nn awe was felt during this proccdure, which
was not cxplined as a proteetive measure: it was the link between the dan’s arms
and the clan’s ancestors, Lisery clan used the same leaves 2

When a man had been aggresdwe to another and had persuaded himself, or had
been persuaded by others, that he was in the wrong, he would take an animal—poat,
calf, ot cven cow—atrange a wreath of Dracacna leaves around the amimal’s neck,
acd take it as a present to the man he had wronged. This procedutre mads explanations
unneccssary s it tevealed the puilt and reselved it at the same time,?

When o man had a grudge against another and wanted to harm him, he would,
when his enemy had become intosicated at a feast, follow him to his hut and crouch
vutside to cavesdrop, in the hope that in his drunken state his enemy might grumble
against or even curse the chief. If he did so, the eavesdropper plucked a Diracaena
leaf, stuck it into the thatch of the hut and ran for another witness wha had to join
in his listening., When the case apainst the encmy is made fool-proofl by the cxera
witncss, the futire acenser makes some nasty jecring noises. The cocmy then leaves
his but, secs the Dracacna leaves and realizes his position. Bue even if the second
witness had heard nothing, he would scll swear to the words of the fisst writness,
saging : °I had been called for such and such a purpose; I saw the Dracacna leaf, but
they had stopped speaking. ™ T suyrgest, therefore, that the use of this Leaf is comple-
mentury to the add words und that une cannot be discussed without the other.

A witness in court merely aprees to the words of the party under vath, Tle speaks
dwhi, In wddition sn eyewitness identifes the man with ejacolstions which do not
identify individuals and do not include names. Such ejaculations are: * You, 1 am
holding yvou ! °, or * T have seen vou are caught! * These ejaculations are regatded as
imporeant, but they do nor belong to the words swotn to. They refer to 4 reality of
a different relevance and csmblish a relation becween the sccused and the witness, not
between the witness and the court.s

Gutmann devotcd many pages to the defence of his Chagea azainst Furopean
statcments thet they arc constantly lying. He docs sn on peycholagical grounds,
speaking of hullving officials and the defenee mechaniams of the individoal soul. Bt
clearly the Dracacna leaf and fads chtain apart from the culture contack simanions to

i Thicl., pp. oo ff. < Ikidl,, pp. 2c8-o. 4 Thid., pp. &5 H.
+ Thisd,, pp. €03 £, 5 Ibid., pp. G15 IT.
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which Gutmann’s defence is relevant, and it is also cleat that Chapga concepts of
troth apply to contexts covered by the Eutopean concept of lving. For example,
Guimann describes tha talks preceding law cases, when the olin membets assemble
and dlecide to stick to the version of their fellow clansman, All this is just talk, but
the story to which they finally hind themsalves is JafiT

Crutmana thns leads us a loag way towards an analysis of truth concepts and their
relation to structural sitnations. He stops ac the thresheld. I have actually over-
elaboratrd somce of his remarls, for | am convinced that they open a new approach
to important problems,

Cutmann also contrasts the fecling of justice, which he very concisely describes,
with the love of fairness. He tecognizes these as two different principles, and again
moves towards a sttuctural arrangement of these matters and again stops short. His
material shows that fairness concepts predominate in the jural relationships between
chief and clans and that they have no place in clan law, the harshness of which he
rather deplores.2

His very human analysis of what could be called Chagza conscicace shows that
here too there are two different spheres. One is that of clan conscience. When a man
has wronged or murdered, without being found out, a member of another clan, he
makes a dring confession to his kin so that they may compose the matter. But he
docs 80 as a conocssion oo clan interests, not through his fear of death.? Individual
conscicnee, which acts upon a man who has net the backing of his clan, is guite
another matter. Here too Guunann, although he does not go very far in his com-
parizsen of conscicnce types and stmciural sitations, shows what could be done by
rclating a people’s institutions to the individnal,

I wish to conclude with Guimann’s analysis of 2 crucial phrase which for him sums
up the Chuprgs bouseholder®s feclinr of frustration hronghe on by his own mis-
behaviour: * The posts of my house une hitting me. A similar phrase was used in
ulden times of Chagera lite spd strife. When radding partics had overnin a district and
the inhabitants had in advance taken their cartle and valuahbles into safety, leaving
only houses for the raiders to bum, the strange and lonely conntey-side made the
raicers feel awkward. To describe this sensation, one said: * The banana-plants are
beginning to hit them.” When a speaker came up to the war-leader to ptmuadc him
to return, he said simply: * The banana-plants are hitting the men’ After this
announcement retreat was ustally ordered. The enemy was defeated not by atmed
strength but by the emptiness of a man-made landscape. 'L'be banana- -:.lanb_-, im-

plicd apticaltore and an ordered life; but they were seen in a frusteating and alicn
::rnptlm:'-.s.

When the houscholder himﬁc]f had gonc astray in his ways, overteached himself,
or quarrelled with kinsfolk it was not the alicn land which turned acainst him, but
the very texture of his most familiar retreat proved alien land, His house, everywhere
the symbol of 2 man’s safety and independence, 15 not after all his own; it is built
with the consent, help, and blessing of his kinsmen, and important house-building
ceremonies testify to this interdependence. If 2 man alienates himself from the source
of solidarity, he feels lonely where he was suffered to he independent.

L Thid., p. 7ob. * Thid., pp. 685-n6 and porifs.
3 Ibid., pp. 7101 t Ikid., pp. 730 .
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When I read these passapes in Gutmann’s book, 1 fele that very few of us can
aspire to so profound a knowledge of another people’s thought. In this as in many
uther chiapters, 1Tl that mote important—as human achicvement—than the author’s
atlytical work was this vast formulated knowledge and insipht.
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B asmd
LA ¥HEITE CHAGGA

L'avtevn cxamine les idées de la wérité, du measongs, et de la coupabilicd qui one £
développées par Gutmann dans ses Studes du peuple chagga, Tl fait uee distinedion entre
le concept du logicicn concornant la vérité erinme une abscrction & laquelle 1 arrdve par
Panalyse de Ia qualité de déclararions wéridiques, clest-f-dire susceptibles d'éme vérifides, et
la réalite sociale de la wérird an scin d'une sociéé détermingds, qui w'est pas la méne chose
que la vérification. L'institation du senment et la natlure du moignape sont lides &0 concept
de I wéeité sociale. Thans I Ancien Testament I'aspect seliplowx ou mythique de la véitd
a été amalgamé avec Paspect juridique, afin de ccfer la véeité absolue; dans la pensie
suropéenne le concept de la wiritd absoloe a € mal appliqué aux déclamtions ot awx
thécrics scientihgues.

(Gutrnann parvicar 3 one définition des coneems chagpa de la vérite or du mensonge par
Pexamen des dérivations des mots qui sont employds er de leurs associations et comnlexies.
Il constate woe corrélation corre 1o parole et les dédlunations véridigues J*une part, ot les
sermenis dlantre part. Parmi Te peaple chapes certaing gestes of cxclimations oot uno
rapport aviec leur concept de la wérité; par ezemple, TFemploi dune feaille de drponnier
{Lraaaens) pac un Jélinquant pour exprimer son sentiment de coupabilité, ou par un accusa-
teut afin de fournir voe preove de la conpabilité de la part de Faccusé. Gutmann indique
le moyen d’anabyser fes eoncepts de Ja wéeité et du mensonge par capport aus Clrcoaskances
structurelles: toutefais, il n'en développe pas 'idée. 1l teconnait, également, la distinction
faite dans In pensce chagga entre 11 justice et le sentiment de 1°¢quiré ct entre la conscience
individuelle et b conscience do clan, mais il ne développe pas cette comparaison et il n'exa-
mine pas les rpports cotre les instioutions ot les dndividus. La facon profonde dont Gur
mann sait péndtrer la pensée du peuple chagga est surtout démonteée par son analyse de
Ia phrase * Les piliets de ma maison me frappent’ . Le Chagga qui wiole Jes regles du maintien
soctal 2 le sentiment que sa propre maisan, symbole de la séeuriié et de Uindépendance
de Phemme ct de sa solidarité avee son groupe, lui est devenne éeeangére et hostile.
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NTHROPOLOGISTS HAVE for some time known that swherever
Livestock is herded in Jarge units, whether the animals be cattle, iorses,
camels or reindeer, the attitude of the owners to 1o vilue of the
animals cannot be cxpressed merely n terms of utilization or exchange, A
dislogue. betwern a tich herdsman of the Yumak-Samoyede and a stranger
poses the prohlem : :

STRANGER ! Sell me a reindecr !

¥URAK There 13 none for sale, i
SIRANGER © Wiy don’t you take moncy P You may buy brandy. with. it,
YURAK ! I have ot brandy enongh.

SIRANGER : You may buy something for your womenflolk - or ¥ou may get
furs of the arctic fox to wse as brideweallh and get yourself
another wife,

VIRAK ! I bave got two sledges full of fox already.

RTRANGER . You own 3,000 teindecr, What are ¥ keeping them far ?

VURAK The reindeer wander about and 1 Iook at them. Money T have
te hide, I cannot sec it.® :

Similar suyings of Lapplonders huve been noled.  Hatl points ont that
ths “lust lor ownership ™ stands in the way of a more intensive cure for
and wtthzabion of animals,? Herds bLecome too hig to be nsefnl as far as
labenr and subsisteres are concerned : they are an impwediment ro the owner,
Ihe samc sentiments have been attibuted io many a caitle-nwning tribe
in Abnca.

It i5 the porpose of this article 1o investignte attitndes such as are here
displayed with a vicw to discovering their bnplications for {1) the general
interchangeability of goods [which underlics all drade}, (2) the process of

1 Late University Lectoter in Social Anthropology, Oadford Weiversity,  Thiz arlicle was
eventually to have bevn turned into 2 Twwk o the econotnics of primitive poaples 1t hay boen
slightly cililed by Fanl Belannan, and is one of o onmler of pulitications of 1. Sieiner'a moa-
Extipls being prepared by his friends and callenpues al (Le Institule of Socil Anthropalogy,
Oxford. Tf iz puldished witl permissicn of T, Sleiner's lilerary fxecntor, The, LI Acdler

® Lebtignlo, T, * Beittdsze zur RKeoontmis der’ Renntierzuchit bei den I nrahsanmyeden ',
Trstitule for Romoendimassds Fordlturovschnmg, Setizz B, Vul, 16, Oslo, LI Aschehong & Oo.

* Hall, Codmund, " Xoles un Feindesr Namiadism y dmericar Asikropological Associgton
Mesnedzs, Val, V1, p. 172, e |
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merensing the utility of goods (which is the essence of all pmductmn as under- |

stond by Westarn .ECHI‘[GI‘)‘J.IHE:J Tl 1) Lhe classificition of seonsinics ‘dependent gb.-:,."

1:11mrmlve'ﬁ‘n £ changc ithoul the wse of coin or paper moncy.
By K econoiny here is meant o system of production and distribation
of nnits of value.! - This 15 a very broad usage of the word.

il

I Two CATEGORIRS oF Non-vMonerary Doomouic Tyens

Leaving aside the cconomy 'I}asu,dél the extensive usc of mrmcjr]and
telated to complex class structures, 1wo witlely representative types of cconomy
may be distinignished. Thc;fﬁEEﬁ.ﬁ charactcrized by the exizience of Lhrﬁe
groups o1 categories of gﬂods always kept separate and distinet ; raw materials, -
implements, and perzonal irecaswre. In thc.{ﬂ@t}rpe of economy, raw
materials are not kept separale from Lhe implements, and there is no class
of gouds which has value Eolely as persofal tredsure;

In thediTatytype, with is lhree groups U1 Zoods fund:stul’.[s and other
taw materials, ( | implements, ncluding eversday ciﬂt]:l.tng, and {31 persanal
treasure, it is possible (o make sulilivisions according to the various relations |
which may be thoughl 1o exist between the items belonging to these various
groups, For cxample, the objects of the second and third groups—Imple-
ments and personal treasures —may o7 may not be cxchanged for one another,
depending on the ldeas of the people involved, henee leading to different sib-
types. £ By personal trewamrd we mean things valued by thelr dwners, sither
because of heir rarity or Iecinse of the memorably intensive altention given
to them during their production.  Mxamples of abjects of this kind are the
Boomterangs made by some Australian ahovigines, which are carved so beausti-
fully that they are not used in hamting, or the magnificenl * luxury bows ™
af the Andamans which are preciems but are also not wsed, or the carvings
of the Bskimoids objects executed in hours of leiswre and not related to
religivus Lile.  These things are treasured by their owners, but no oniversal,
Vilue attaches to them, larallel cases are found in the animal kingdum, .
arcd in the haman child, -

But all these sub-types havc(@nc ccisive feature in common @ the social
umit, based on co-operation in [he fask of preserving the lives of the cone”
stitnent members, 15 concerned in ils organization vnly with the first_gronp
of geods, In so far as we can speak of the -pirenlativn of-goods An_these
societies, 1t must be with regard to poods of the first group u.fnnu:'I*-.tuﬁH amdd
ﬂthf‘r‘ raw_materials Th-:sc goods may be g.ﬂmd in a f‘@,l'ﬂ"l'lf}]'l en’rf'r]:-rhe ¥
and then distributed. or hey My b ;,amL(T by the varios sub-nnits [!'Lnu'-g-
__hl:lld familiesy wiio L].t.ibeLliL their surplus. The members of the society

£ .1&‘-1301‘11_1 to e rlualnbuimgln autions of solidarity enubling further production.

“Wlalever arrangements are tade [or the distribution of thecaw materials:

once they are gained, two conditions are preserved ! (i) 1o ub]ect helu-ngmg

1Tn the terminology/ of ecunomcs, this word ™ value " should prafably road " wiilicy ' ;
the wording of the n:rrlgl.{m a3 Deesn relained.-—F8,

.
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“have not lost

{ merely personal

R
4+ | | Thus, broadly speaking, there are
nre, (v hose
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"] {’Lt'p . b and#ihﬂsu:hn_":-ﬁﬂiéﬁh.ﬁt}ﬂ} or al least non-utilitanan,
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]

) to the first group is exchanged for objects belonging to cither of the other

groups—in fact, thereis.no telation, no common value standard, between
these groupis, It follows, then, that (2] any object into which raw material
E’s!%ﬁ}mfurmﬁd be it a piece of meat cagked by the members of a
houschold, or a tuel or clothing—ipse facts is@i’s_gngag@)fmm what we may

s

adding * value "' to the thing, removes it from U.Q:Suumu: spitETe ™y This
docs not mean, of course, that these objects are nol™desired (that 15, they

i ¥ call the primary economic cyele. Thus, additional hiaman Labour, E:l}' from
!

ar

101 ‘utility " in the terminology of Weslern vceonomists) © as
presents they function in the creatiom of alliances, Eas loot they function

in war. {¥o! ik .J-ﬁifﬂe : e

No wmait_]ﬂis accumulaied in such societies, no marksts are held., It is
only witlun the sphere of the primary economic cycle—that 1s, exchange of
foodstulls and re materials—that market-like situations arise, if by that we
mean hal demand conditions the distribution.

- In the economies of tgﬁﬁmﬁ;pe, on the other hand, exchange of

objects differentiated into different cagepories, from raw materials are ot so
detached from the primary economic c ?E'TETLSuhdiviEium; of this type are
c ated by the various modes by which people integrate, classify and

_ interrelate the difierent groups or categorics of objects. The feature which
is commeon to all econamics of this second type is that they do not recognize
m nal_freasuress treasures have cither a generally recognized value
stowed upon them by ritual, or elsc they have a limited exchange value.
inds i present in cconamics

of this typels#those Whose value is gencrally recogni ghﬁd—fﬁﬁﬁdcﬂ oI USAEE,

e 5 e 1hThe[1.-''.;1_.1‘1.1-::_7L:uf_ thase objectspwhich is generally recognized and founded on
e~ L~ their usage is calied utilitaran value. {E@ of these objects may be used

-
-

gl
La o g -
b4

e

.u-r"'".-'r'- Lt o ﬁ
;_:l_:_ L "I o .

* lics function in the same way as H@_Iixnﬁgﬂ'_gﬂ_ﬁijjﬁi@'l__ﬁﬁ_{ﬁ'ﬂ:’ﬁﬁ within

1| exchanges as standard units of Value—pots, iton bars and sali in Alrica

. are examples. Such_,'l;fa?_ ichange gon:acl% are not only valued Dbecause of Lheir
| prominent utilitarian Tonction, bil wherever they are used in Lhis manner,

they are not produced within the society. Their exchange character is based
o@_ﬁ:% y supplies [rom alien centres of production.  Such external MOTILOTHI-

-

a socicty, perhaps by a privileged group.  iCasmd cldtt
Th ole proup o ubject.é?may be expressed in symbolic terminology
as U+ I"5F we [el U ST Tor ** useful objects ', + for “ value ” and [ far.

v T exchange ', Thus, E® comes to denote such uscful objects (U's) as hay_

< "ﬁ_ e ?osta_mlardi:wd exchange propertics. Thus in the same language we may dis-

Lingish bavter, or the exchange of one nsefal objcet direct for another |U 7= U,

vy, =z om0 frade, which is exchange of 4 useful object for the exchangeability-of-a-

. useful-object [U <2 E¥], ar the exchange of a useful object for the exchange-

ability-of-a-useful-object which is in twn exchanged for a different useful
object [U = E" == 1],

! A glussary of symbols s appended at the end of the article.

e, e

N ey
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e ——— = Tl . B T By . B i ;

JEariacied T ol Bloney’™ or * rn{':-ntt}? consisting of strips

of p]mtcd fealhers r.LLE[Lr from Iron “ momey . This second group .. 4

of objecis can be described as @' E' Miecause there are umits which have 0 pasdells

ritual [R] value [4 or are exchungenble [E] treasures [t]. - T ercd-g

Taking both proup:T! T mri.Ri E*mtn consideration, further Lxrh.mges i -

: arc possible : o wsciul object for f-xch'mgmblht*,hnﬂtrﬂaﬂmt [Uz=LY, ot o iR
wsclol object exchanged for exchangeability-of-treasire which is Jo tum ex=r £
chatiped for ancther nsefnl ohject [U === EF 2 U], Bolh mcm(‘mr.;ﬁ,_ﬂbm gas v b IR
the exchapge of the exchangeability-of-useful-abjects for Lxdmugedhﬂlt;,-uth.-m ke ,,r_g_"j.

{ Ya
treasnre [ 2= BY i :1, ﬁnmcmﬂﬂ ansaction akin io trade. = __I L
¢ bapte B O )
; 1T, TERANSLATION *

A

.""- o,
7
4

We mnst be very careful o distinguish from all these {tl:q.nsantmn‘; 550l e piyfetd
DLarler or trde, anwther EXLhclﬂgﬂ—tha't of & nseful- ub]ect fora rl‘tuaT object . e
[[ == K], o process which [ shall call‘“rm.uulatlon 1" The two main logiest ,.g PERTE Ty
models describing the activities to be discussed will be called negative and

positive translations. ﬁ M y ?;,,. of flir 8

Nepative transiations il Ay mv
The general form of a negative translation is T —- R, the translation of s z i
a nseful object inlo a rilual object, where uac[pl uhjects [U] may or may not bt E i
 ingluds exchangcahilily-of-useul-objects TEY] or cxchangeability-of treasire 3
. RS P"’ . The ownership of these objects, dnd thus their utiltarian or “exchangs %—.r ' .
‘mhtﬁa to ihe owner, arc all relinguished by the transsction which oelated the {:"E'Wj
former cwner 1o units of rituel valae, T]'IL‘IEb_‘!,-' these units of rirual vu_l_u.&f*"" ;
become pure, or isolated. They are defaghed from the ecopomic cycle: a1 ”‘é‘-”-"‘f?
all these contixds Uie units of vitlue g @ e promed logically, sceording L
to Lhelr relalion J_L{‘m._igt-;}, s U IY  R* b, objects of oGRS valpe and N
exchangealilily U[—-uh&lr_ﬂ!b_]&'i,‘l"-‘ HET :lg st ubjects of ritmal walue and qéa
cxchangeability-ol-treasure,  Kather, we find such forms as objects of utili- s
’f? tarian value, exchangeahibity-nfauseful-objects and exchmg&n:‘ml1}-fm:kure +

set against ]'.lt'[lul f’hL‘i‘iJ-_U 12 EF; R].  Insuch cases the telation hi“\ .:::ﬁf

can be cattad AT 1 valnes TIH,@'}-—& PR P g hmff‘fr _,ﬁm}m

g L Bt Negative tramslations aoenr among the ¥ap Tslanders When gtiads which 1:

have been acetnmilate e 'fil’ﬂ. arg exchanged for cironlar plates of i ﬁ}'d

3 $ stone hroken in o distant guairy2 nes are so huge that many days' fﬁﬁ"‘
o Labour of gromps of people is Il::qmrcd fclrt oir transpart. r‘Lt their destination

e

wlh -
1 In order ta gct the foll m.xamnu ol Lhis ward in (his onutecct, it shoold be thonght of S
wilh relerspce G ity Ladn erisinal, or even hetter, with referenee to its Cormen eguivalent, <00
f-b:rsmuﬂg PR, fir \.1_.
8 liurness, W, 11, ird, The Tafusd oy Jioae Mgy, Fhiladelphia, rgro.  hollcr, Wilhelm, f i
S
=Y

Yap, Iegebrisse der Sidseo L:Lpr_dlhr:m 1ool-1gLn, llarburg L. Focdemchsen & Co, I9T7,
IR A 4 g

Yrnrl s
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they are buried under the huts, after a ritual has heen held to acknow-
ledge their value. /These stones do not Lunetion in any iu:,thgu[grgagjgg_.>
They are left in the ground and not ** used ** in daily life.  Their value, rather:
allaches to the status of the owner and to the ground on which the hat stands
it increases the respect shown to the hut's inhahitants, the family. Thus, the
Lramslation of empirical values into ritual valyes Ul — R has various phases :
some useful ohjects are converted into exchangeability-of useful-objects, while
others are converted into exchangeability-of-treasure, then finally all are trans-

~E"

lated into ritual objects [ u ~+ R |. This instance may sullice to -

u Et

i]lustmtﬁ('n’_rg} of the modes of negative translation.

Another maode of negative translation can be seen in that type of gift
exchange in which the presents given do not mercly establish or confirm an
alliance betwcen the exchanging persons, but the amount given mwwy (not
received) under ritual circumstances affects a person’s Tank.

The tnstmee of this mode of negative translation most often referred to
is thecpotlatch-which obtained among the various Nurthwest American socie-
ties. %’ﬂrﬁc}re of less regular intervals, or un important accasions like
the birth of a child or the building of a new house, families and larger com-
petitive kinship umts invited the oller members of the socicty in order to
give them a frast and to present them, under ritual circumstances, with goods -

JE———

which had been accumulated over lo eriods. > Whencver it smited their
disposition, the inviled parties reciprocated invitation and gifts. The walue

of the distributed gifls attaches either to the kinship unit who called the —

potlateh, or to the pessun in whose honour the potlatch was given, and each
potlatch modified the status of those concerned. The value of the goods
disposed of in this mammer is the social agens, while no public recognition
attaches to Lheir value contexts. This recognition is implicit only in the
public transfer of ownership. In such a iranster the values of the object are
split : (1} the units of empirical value (which are not social agens in these
societies) are at the receiver's disposal, while (2) units of ritual valuc in quan-
tity correlated with the empitical values can become overt in _terms approxi-

: ! Heeor
-nating those nf ownership, and are related fo the giver

A variation of the custom obtaining in tht same area is one to which
A m——r T s 3 a
ethnographers have given much attention : in the course of potlatches goods

may be not given away, but hurned or destroved, which approaches sGll

closer the model of sacrifice, which is the paramount model for all aclivities
L value from the economic gyele— Through

al values aic completely eliminated, and
the rtual values " owmned vmoters of the potlatch are certain, pure
and unambiguous. The eBmpetitive element in the ownership of these ritual

—

values is strengthened by discarding the co-operative one which is, however,

& negligible concomitant of this gili exchange: Tamri

s , ;
i lla
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Before the Administrarion interfered willl ilicse cuslons, il lwd been
kniwn that competitive sacrificial potlatches werc becoming ruinous to the
gornrennities concermed,  From this it was inferred that ithe whole potlatch
castom 1% an economic anomaly. Bat in answer fo such a contention twao
puiutf:: have to be made.

t can be shown that procedures such as those ereating the giont store

nev _fo"i‘ap cail be related to the same logical model as thise ereating

gt .ﬁnﬂ_mﬂ_p_]ﬁc_@p_s While the Yap exqmple CiTl be 5}r1nbuh£eti as

gﬂ"t “mlmngo of the potlalel must include two occasions : on une secasion

A mives objects of empirieal value to B ; the empmul value of the objects

goes to B, but the rilual value of the g ,[.,11 ulq remaing with A ; in the second

transaction, we get the exact reverse: B gives A objects of enlpirlcal value,

whose empirical value poes to A, but whose ritual value remams with B,
This can bc symbolized as .

iz |
J.dL

Ui
L"i

.

I

| L I

r ""h"'m

w1 —>"‘TI§‘L»

{ i

A {ransaciion conforming to se general a patlern canned be dismizsed as

an anomaly,  Certain features of the © roinonys potlateh 7, however, musi be
eomsidered abnormal, reflecting a disnomic stare_gbdbe commmunities where
they porar. These features T owionld t—*xlem HE] @ of the potlateh
11.&?1::% wfn.k. HER| r:—*ault n-f caltare |n1'|’r.1;."+ L;T L TenrTIon gli:;gl'iT'IH" the dis-
mteqﬁﬁmn “of tribal '-?.ﬂl"‘Tf“ti.." woTld i"hrtmf T telief the major Teatnres of
social cobesion.  In the societies in guestion the structural basis s indicated

of (‘LIPIILL..L]. to ntual vahues :

'h}-' the competition of rigid sab-units and respect shovm to ruml Thus,

befure complete disintegration sets in, we should have to expect the -.uhtlu."lt}r
within the sub-units to become cxo;ggcra,md and grea.tf'r emphrmh to be laid
on their cn:rmpcutmu at the same time that rank C-D‘-Lﬁmml”llt“?h s becoming

more vulnerable, | Secanth , 1he introduction of mr:rmr} cconomy made Morg
_things ¢ cwn-_.ha_l_it-*c.a.b"[E,”Eﬂub the raugc “of objccts cligible for translation into[!
_ritual valwe—mercased, Do’ comparative lists testify to this, Thus pet- !
latch cconomy, far from being an apomaly, is 50 much a consistent paticrn
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that it 1L111compat1blc with other cconomies. Alien elem gad& the

system ruinous (o ihe r&-pcc[wc bﬂf:llﬁtlth : thﬂIatmn Wils 1mp:ﬁ;nhle

Positive lranslations

v ATV In positive translations, we find a different basic arrangement of valnes ;
S A U (£ E"EY R], that is, exchangeabilily-of-useful-objects and exchange-
G""&‘”% ahxllu -of-Lreasure are here dssociated” wilh ritual objects and Excluded from
useful ohjecis {instead of, as wilh 11@5 e translation, associated with useful
ff Ohjects and %ludm:Lfmm ritual objects), where useful objects are seen i
i
|

lation of weall andl hurkenng ArSTTvArving degrees, characteristic”

. & of socicties w m:h siress positive translation.

Intcrmbal exChanyes of The Tollowing Types take place [I} Useful objects
from society A traded for nseful ohjects from society B [U, 2= U, ], (2) useful
abjects of society A are exchanged for exchangeahility- of- 1tgcﬁ[l—nhjccts from
socicty B [U, = L%, (3) exchangeability-of-useful-objects from society A

- exchanged for exchangeability-of-treasure of society B [E", == E&], and {4)
‘U« treasures with an exchange value of society A being traded for treasures

“with an exchange value from socisty B [Ef, == E&]. When@twhexchanges

o diass 0 between areas ofﬂgr,mhn_u?)glmtu eccur, with or without professi

el i tion, at regular intervalsd -1!1: fixed pr prices Jwe speak of
TS et Neither on sociological nor on purely cconomic lines has a classification
T of market types yet been attempted—treatments classifying markets as to
§ their time intervals (vearly, monthly or weekly) can be discarded as not
- relevant.

It may be felt by many that if one extends the range of the term ** market ™
to include, at vne end, regular meetlings at which barter exchange takes place
between the members I:rf two or morc villages, and, al the viher end, a regular

sal of surplus produced solely for this purpose {while prufus.'-;iunum
compete and calculate their profits), it Las no claim to be used in scientific
contiexls. The chief disadvantage, however, is that the term ** market '
huj:gLHt‘-: tu most of us the Dpcratmn of laws i

f cpposition taabjects addr_rea';fsf'_?&??.'}.uth exchange value or ritual value. - Accumu-
Lrading,

hen, for example, New Guinea tnh.al gnm]'x-, exr?:ange Teg'ul.-lrl}r wseful
objects of society A fof treasures with an exchange wvalue from society B
[U, <= T4 ], it certainly docs not mean that a swrplus of usefnl ohjects [1]
hag beesn produced by soclety A for the exclusive purpose of purchasing

it mean that socicty B's exchangeable treasure is produced®in order to be
F exchanged for the useful objects from society A. Thercfore, the,gxcha.tge
%gr:thng quantities of the two kinds 15 rp_@;g_ollcs._slab]uﬁﬁﬂﬁ not,

A ?

nd promanly on laws of supply and demand.

wﬁm arise from the rclations of two socml gm-ups ‘under
@a two conditions, or in a combination of the two. Onc possible condition
is that 2 common denominator of value applics to the exchangeable useful

-

: | 5 { T ) "-.:.--—
?-I.j:.#. B k 2hest
: * y g i h{g

L W T

society 13's exchangeable uselul objects or f-xcha,ngeabl{r treasure ; nor does

A
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‘Here we see thechoss ol supply and dema?}b» functicming without a comimon W&E&
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objects, exchangs walue of o usalnl object, or exchange walne of o treasore J_'_:/L-./S

|U, E* and Ef uﬁfEﬁ]rﬁ:—etﬁ-‘ﬁ_ __A__aml'—B. The Eﬁ;he}‘?ﬁuldiﬁfm is that the toen : —

social {and perhaps political) nmits are linctioning ws parts of oneemmomy. M ¥
Social units Integrated intd_ons economy will be lound to exchange prim-

:-11‘11}' uselul objects (U], A most 'fm-:t:imj.ting instance has been recorded from ‘ 5
the Mumus people of the southern part of the Admiralty Archipelage.l There gy

groups of “sca people”, the trme Manus, are alied to groups of “land
people ', the Usiai (inland) and Matanlkor (" eye of the land ). They depend
o daily exchangeto such a degree that we must regand svery economic unit
as heng composcd of groups of both populations.  Political life has hoen
adapted to this symbiosis, and 1n wartare a settlerent of Manns wonld keep
truce and cnterlain exchangs with its Usial partner, while attacling another
Usial group which enjoys the partnemship of another Munpos settlement.  This
symbiosis i rased on carefully balancad cession of economic soversignty, and
goes ta the cxtreme of barring the sen peopls from direct wse of the land
and its products, and the land people from any nse of the sen.  Nevertheless,
the sen people wlo live ot in the lagooms in pillar dwellings, need boats,
the wood [or which grows on the land ; the land peoplé eat the fich of the
gea.  Inmtemtivnal resiclions make possible a regular exchange, in which

boats and vegetable produce are given for zea products. !
Thremghout this arrangement, which retains many features of barter (as M
Margaret Mead points out) a market situation gbtains [ the policy in dealing! ik

with these situations is made possible by the ahsence of o common denwminator | m ;

There is [writes Margarct Mead] one quaint exumple of this tendency outside ;
the realm of food proper. While the land people grow the betelnu: and the pepper /0
Ieaf, the sea people um and refine the coral leme with which the hetel and [epper
leaf are chewed. Lo the market the sume sized fish will comnand tea are®e ety
Loedelowts, DBut o cup of lime commands eighty betelnuts, but only four taro.
Betel chewing need is matched againsl betel chewing need, to corree the sea people Al
into providing cnengh hme for the land pegple.®

denominator expressing ihe values of the“exchanged gﬂuds{\" In :mch cases, as et el
there s a tendeney to go reghle goods in pairs. ™ e el o

This standardized amd bisiness-like barterimg i Mants goes on side by '?' a1y s
side with more elaborate exchanges such as By 2 Kb and 17 o2 1 = 1g 7 ﬂﬁlgd,ht{f,&
ete, and with the accumulation of cxchangeahle tieasues- [T within one ][,:}6‘ )
group,  This Lattﬁrhﬁa_h;;]ié;@'zﬁn—gﬁﬁfq_iﬁémgﬁﬁhﬂfﬁrlﬁfﬁ'ﬂﬂiﬁf EEE
with the rank systemﬁﬂu:;ﬂ the social pgroup, but not with the sea-land

1 Wand, Margarct, © The Manus of the Admisally Islands ', in Mead, Marsarct [Editer),
Cooperdtion and Corgbed e wreeng Priveitdve Peoples, Now Yorl, SeGroar IHLL togy, 1o aoe g

b head, Mocgatel, " Melanesian Middlemen ', Seforad Hisioep, Wolo KXE, Moo 2, roas,
B- 13 M, : X : : :

5 Tn B vory grmeil s sich asfrmetrical c‘:}uatltms can e s sywblizal, Ve sogll
letters refarming 1o nuantities, tha capitaly <o loods: a¥l- - 0N, aM = o} Wy = ddl |
wonld, instead of refeming to Ao coonenic syilem oz ' rational ' oer U lewical * mercly sy thut

- g e gt b, ; i i o il
tha equations, theough wanifold, are symmaccical f'ﬂ#}i- & S

_ Yl Al £ ; : At %
/.t:_,;;! oy ..d £, ,_i:l $ars mi = j’: M Ll s |
£

P
-
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gL i Faflin ladimd s Coapll Fvneialdopay o i et
' T~ imtergromp exchange. Thus, two differcmt c::li:.r.unmi_ca_l_:_ﬁ“rof:c%as& 3 i
fjj,; M = furent-sociil rclaj}% j;%gx_‘lpck. . These junstuguaare very differcnt from
v bt Tegalve translations, n which {woe spheres of valut arc brought together.
b i In _these two types of transfer, 150 “which 1 am sugwesling the terin ' posi-
tive iranslation ”, no_units of value become completely detached from

- .w@gﬂ_hfe,iiig E.l'}'l"'ﬂ Eim 103 %E_Eﬂ:f:ﬂ:ji: -rﬂ;:_,_-_d‘?-'_ :
The ditferefice HATWEEn the Lwo DIDGesscs cannot be over-emphasizoed.,

,

e LELI o
A Rl 2 G Pyenling wath the fade systom of the Trobriand Telanders, - svstem of inler-

I -
e an the genernsity and decorum displayed in the (ritually relovant) fule trans-
actions : .

I'he natives sharply distinguish il feonazharter ) which they practisze extensively,
of which they have a clest idea, and for which they have a sell led term - dn Kiri-
winian : gim waeli. Often, when crticizing an imcorrect, too biasly, or indecorous
procedure of Kule, they will _Sﬁy’ “he condluycts his fuda as if it were gim wali 1

C'w .— il '{"r-‘—'/' FhEaduene j‘-"--—‘"“:? Lt
] Ly I
w g T CoMPARISONS AND CONCLUSIONS b

T $_L.)‘1 "ﬂ tribal exchanges of treasnre [F'] of very wide circilation, Malinowski remarks

 These facts have hitherto received very little systematic {reatment. No
classification of exchanges and markets in simpler societies has been exsuyed,

g‘*’i‘%&:‘i Y and nobody has worked vn a comparative sociology c@@@gﬁiﬁ The
el position of specinlists in simpler socletics {e.g. that of the smuths in Africa)

has mot been brought under comparative survey, although concomitant
idenlogies (the smith’s magic power ot inferiority] have been noted, It is
_ perhaps 1o exaggeration to say that the comparative method has ncd_:__yn_:f

A @7 poen extended o CCONOMICE. st €0 L
AU Tatg this dellioney 18 More noticeable Fince we have becone posscased

i - e s
; !lﬁw of precise m@lq&gp@_g__ﬂ;mﬂing the economies of Soulh Afiican and Oceanic

comnumtics.  Lut so far as the rest is conecrned, we are leit with the pioneer
wark-ofmen dike.Schurtz, a type of research which has been disconiinued

and which is owtdated by far morc acemrate matenal and more perlinent
problems.

Generalizihg an e large body of facts which have not been systermalically
treated, and meking surmises in a field in which the litlle which is known
ix obscured byCsorse than meanmgless t:errr.aj.uolnrriei}im% not allow the for-
mation of valid theones. The few rcmarks {Rat ome cat make are cither
slrossing the ohvious vz must be made subjecl to constant comrertion.

To the reader of ethongraphic aceounts, it is clear that many economies
sannol be classilied exclusively in accordance with & single type of ecodormic
process which is accompanied by many activities, Several 5 of economic
| process may tupcllier buld wp the economy of u society. To cEIE one of them
O 15 premalure in many Cases; as Cven criteria_of such predominance..
f_have not been discussed.. /[ = : :

Thus, Wead has shown iu Lhe case of the Admiralty Islanders a function

L Walinowesld, 15, Agonawfs of the Westorn Faeific, London, Ronttedre, 1042, pp 950 '
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'Et':a,'a}mmetricul equations of quantities in burter exchanges hetween socinl

groups (U, 2101 The sume, however, cannot be said of either Eroup's

i intergul exchanges of nseiyl ohjccts or treaswre (K" ynd |

Frade e

. e o
On the athey hamel, on Rossel Islamd, as described bY Arnstrong, different

Pl

kinds of exchangenbilityftreasyre TE build up g INConetary system in such

‘-‘i;'d-'ﬂﬂe_;iu :

Fefia..
B :
«_}.r..-l..-l'.. v{gﬁt_J

e |

e ol 9
a Wy that Lhere ure several species of *“ money ', and in SVETY spetics several A fuie

Linds of nnits {coin).  The ntricucy {:f_ﬂwe:'j-'rﬁtam Is due 1o the existence of
a5y Immetrical equations betweon tTeLCy units. Because of the fact that,

T sseciate etaymmﬁtric?ﬂ"ﬁl:'l}'jfe'rtiﬂs%ét: afal with monctary systems—,

mdeed, they arc thaught to picven 1Sy INNETT- ;slnnatrorlg calls the Rossel
ECOnoLy. anmmaloms, U

Wherever we find the establishment of Prices and the Auctuaiion of
exchaliye rates between fwg RCODOMIES, it 1anst be canged by changes in the

nicmal evalnation of cxchangeable treasnre rounected with conditions of irs
Production, Therc is ‘3_-_1_2!1311{%’,_&_&11_{7_6,,_ETE,&-JJMMJJMGE@‘_ ¥ produces for,

~ export only 7 Selismap records from ihe Koita of Brifish New (ritinea

that al a marriage, after ihe Appropmate gk exchange, the woman's Tarents

received as bridewealth a monber of armrings, In 1876 this number was
tem, bart as ivon tools made (e mamtlacture of the rings easier, the nitmber
had rizsen by Lgng o forly or foriy-threc Ings given on the same QeCaslon. 2
Thuriwald concludes quile rightly that thig cliange i evaloation can be
explained in terms of supply and demand®  But i must be insisted that,
lwwever g change in the internal evaluation of exclumgeable (reasume may
affect external change in the lemg Tun, 10 _supply-demand Iolations inherent
in the external exchiange can be made responsible fur the chapge,

~UmE can find a Zreat variety of ceonemies in which negative translations
do not scem Lo funetion Predatmnantly (using this (ualification with the abave
rescrvations/—that is troe, in fact, of the economies of maost kreen societies.
Ome such type is of Pavtieular intercst,  In (his tFe we find instend of for
co-Cxisting with) the situation _ usclnl ohjects opposed ta objects assomiagd
with ritwal vubye ' [t Lo+ EL\:ET‘} R, an armngement whershy tle Ry
of the useful ubjocts becomps decisive,  Uselyl objocts are being hoarded and
treasared, but the wnits thye treated are noi dealt with in confotmity (o any
mode of exclange or translution ; they are nnt excluded from use Ly the
owners.  Yet the great guanti Ly of these umits is @i@l&_ted 1 1o the negls
of usage ; the stores have a valye transcending the cinpincal value of the
mils. ~ The empirical valres are merely a component notential,

We find the non-emnirical gpggf_____q-l"_511:_*.&;*____:1;1_;1_1_31;@}? acting in the wame
way az U (K= EfES R 1 sturage asscrubly of nnits it is not particalar
qualitics of parifeular unirs which matter, byt Jhe quality of the_orgunized
whole.  To make this clear, wo DAy dssume value units T-zoo whicl rclate

T

1 Avustrong, W B, Fuscel Lefend, Cambrides, at \hg University Pross, I9ild, pp. 50-+75.

¥ Beligman, €. G, Tar Melawesiars af Britich Nops fvdnee, Caudbridps, af the University
Press, a1, P 77

? Tlmrmwaid, Richurd, Werdeis, Wi wng Crestalfions ey Wirtrihaft, Derlin, Walter de
Lmyter, piz p T
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28 NOTFS ON COMPARATIVE ECOMNOMICS

to the ubjects’ usefulness as nutrition or clothing. We sece then, thut under
certain condilions a storage assembly of 100D {1y cxeeeds the cvalnation of
nfroo U nun-empirical assembly value overmiling the ernpirical walnes
contaimed in the nnils.

The greater the guantity of umits m an evganized assembly. thw move
numerons are the possibilities of arranging these units and the greater is the
ownes's power when cxpressed in terms of control of the assembly. Iun this
comtext, it does not meattor whether this ﬂ.ﬁﬂfﬂh@.ﬂﬂ_ﬂ@ﬁﬁﬂj_]}ﬁgﬂ&]ﬂﬁ

produce ar a herd of aminals,

Ameng the Trobriand Islanders the honses for iho storage of yams

ape hmili so that the quantity of the faod can b ganged and its quality waneefained
throngh the wide interstices hetwen the beams, The yams are so arranged that
the host specimens come to the sutside and are well visible,  Special vaneties of
vams, which grow ap +i two mcters in lemgth and weigh as much as several lalo-
prams cach, are framed T wood and decrrated with paint, s hung on the outside
of the wum houses.  That the right to display fond s higaly valped can b seen
from the fact that in villages where a chief of high rank rosides, the COMIMILLLCTS'
alorehonsss have to be closed up with cocemut leaves, &0 as nul Lo comnpets with hist

These assemblics, says Malinowski, serve (o enhance social prestige.

Wagic is intended {o mauke the food laat long. . . . Ll will make food plentiful
in the village and will make the supplics last tong. Bt and this s the nnportant
puint for us, this magic Is goneeived to act not on the fond. bul on the inhabitants
of the village. It makes their appelites poot, it makes them, as the natives put it,
inelined to cat wild frut of the bush, and mungo and hread [mit of the village grove
[nat individually owned] ; refusc to el yams, of at lcast o be sewishied with very
Jittle. They will boast that when this wagie is performed well, hull of the yams
will ot away in the slorshouses and be thrown on . . . the rubbish heap ut the
hack of the houscs to malke room dor the new hacvestd

Tt is importunt to rocoguize that the value lranscending the utilitanan
properties of the stored yams arc confirmed by something that 1z neally a
tosolution not to nsc it The magical rites are rites of thrift and not of fer:

—

tility. Owy the fatl that thesi objecls are perishable mekes the wastetul-

mss ol the procedure so obwvious. Thiz aspeet of the attitude to value may
be weaker, or may escape us altogether, when we consider, instead of yams,
ohjects with properties which remain unchanged over longer periods—ot
botter still, objects which reproduce or ¢ven multiply. themsddyves.

The similarities betwesn negative translations and._assembly valnes of
the Trobriand Eind are striking. On the other hand, there iz a similanty
Lotween Trolifiand aseembly values amd these of people who apply such
wotiems to their herded animals, where © wastefulness ™ s less peomincnt.
Two features arc common fohegative prunslations and assembly waluéss Lhe
existence of valies transcemiling the empirical vucs, and fhe cormacfion be-
twecn the non-npincal value and the attitudes negating Lhe empirical valiues.
As the diflerences have already beemn sleesspd. the similaritics can be surmmaed
np in the following manner: affirnalion of non-cmpirical valnes is acroml-

2 Valingwski, L., Avgoxawis of the Western Pacific, bl 1035 T ibid, . 159
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panicd by and made possible by destruction or Tejection of empirical values.
Tlhicse affinmations may be strengthened by nitual funclions of the units of
transcending value, as in the case of Alrican cattle economies,

The principle stated above is general; it applics not only to simpler
econotnics.  After all, the conguest of Western civilization by a total mone
eeconomy meant the bestowing of Lranscending values on money.” The holding
of meney, Lhe position in which a persen’s money is © working  for himm and
does uol lie “idle ™, are aims the evaluation of which transcends the evalua-
bion of (ke gouds which can be purchased with this money and wsed. ‘Lhe
rise of @apilalist ecomomy game in the puise of a gospel of saving and ascetic
rejection of fhe nsg of Foods, No reader of the works of Max Weber and
Tawny can doubt the fact that this ascetic rejection was postulated in a
rcligious Lermminology: s

It is for the psychologist to state the sdtimate aflinities, or rejections,
in faveur of toinscending values and of sacritice ; it cannot be the concern
of the anthropologist.  For the student of social apthropology who can see
thrift and protestant ethics in connection with potlatches and Trobriand yam
slores, u much discussed controversy loses its significance : whether puritanism

AT T, -1 i o I b o ' I ;
Jias mude capitalism or vice versa (Weber-Tawny), Moreover, if science were

ever 1l need 0t A experiment to test the thesis of the relation betwesn the
runwendﬁgmah%&iemumuiuﬂl@u.mmm ilizadi d a society’s

aoms Dfe, an” cxperiment can be pointed oot WHER tofk place on the

hugest scale history can provide.  After the first Turopean war an inflation
cased the loss of property of the German middle classes.  This was fullwed
in Protestant Gormany by a complete disintegrativn of not merely what
Weber called Wirischaftsethik (itself a Protestant deparbmentalization) but by
thu%intagmﬁon of the whole ideals and codes of the middle classes, No
short=lived hardship, however severe, can account [ur & 1035 of confience
om sich a scale.

For the most generul uspect it is irelevant which side—whether absten—
tion from usage or glrilication of transeending values—is reinforced by
veligion, or cxprossed in religious terminology.  The mevitable is common

to all forms @ the acceptance of oymership of units of walue as a_virtuous

state, and the disparaging of tendencics coflrary o that virtue.

CLOS5AKY OF SYMBOT.S
A Walue E  Hxechangealidin :
L Trselful olject A Empivicnd value: T 4 Ha . T = T3 ;
K Hitwal obfcet Er  Bxehangedbilibyial sefnl-cljects -;_‘
T Treasure El  Exchangeabilityff-treasnre. i A
[
Thangh the lase two sywbols [Er and BY ate somotimes transeribed = cxuﬁﬁgahle
useful objacts ** or ' exchangeabls treasure " for purposcs of ennvenience, the primary
aensz is always ihe eschangeability itaclf,

M, B

: G o 0

o T { | [, el -

.;r?;--.--_ i EL Lo M{LM £t ™ E'\'-L:_.--.l- oD 8 5
frewapr: Tt

i : { 3 1
OF Adan Flv by F
1

i

— e

ol ¥ g 2 [
i+

01

=
™

- 1..:"";‘---1,«_.{.,. F ,"i'-"‘



[W C’Lﬁﬂgé & ;,{; A &M /34..‘ : M,,J

Cy L?_ T ,'- ; . f { i R{fﬁhﬁ f_.. ’
o = f? fwf‘}""@"

| o5 s gt {,I‘bm’ﬁ P

1 [y Y Pwaner
;_1#_.:_7 e T T

S ¥ | LA { Y 1 : ; ‘f:_y""'
." _;f ; ] Li_:w .ﬁ m ]i' I
| i : F _ et

= ! ' e ey n !'J R rAne | )
lr‘.,-:l ..‘- i W ! L j" s g -'-.- -'i_.‘l. ot B ey . "._.-"

H

P
—
o

Pelotald iu Grear Hritain by Batler % Tanneer Tal,. Fruome ond Pandon




FOR DHPARTMANTAL USE QNLY

NOTES OF COWPARATIVE BEOCHQHICS

by

Frane Stelner

Late University Lecturer in Beeial Anthrepology
Cxferd Univefalty

iz

British Journsl of Socioleszy, V {1954), 1ls-11g,




HOTES OH CO:PaRATIVI ECONOMICS

%

Franz Stelner

© - Anthropologists have for scme time known that wherever livestock

ig herded in large units, whether the anlmals be cattle, horses, camels

or reindeer, tha attituds of the owners to the value of the animals can-

not be expressed merely in terms of utilizatlon or exchange. A dla-

logue between a rich herdsman of the Yursk-Samoyede and a stranger poses

the problemt
Strangersy
Tursky

Stranger:

Turalk!

Stranger:

Tarak:

Stranser:

Turalk:

Bell me g reindeer!
There ig none for sale,

Why don't you take money? Tou may tuy brandy
with it.

I have got brandy encugh,

Ton may buy something for your wemenfold: or you
may get furs of the arctic fox io use as brideweslth
and zet yoursgelf ancther wife,

I have mot two sledges Ffull of fox already.

Tew own 3,000 reindecr, What are you keeplng
them for?

The reindeer wander about and I lock st then,
Yeonevy I have to hide, I cannot see i%,

Simllar sayings of Lapplanders have been noted, Hatt points

st that this Ylust for ownership" stends in the way of & more intensgive

1, Late Univarsity Lecturer i{n Scelal anthropology, Oxford University.
Wihig article was eventuslly &o have Deen furned inteo a book on she
sconsmics of primitive pecples. [t has Deen slightly edited by Paul
Bohanpen, and is onz of 2 mumbar of publications of Jr. Stelner's mamy-
geripts being prepared by his fricnds and cellesgucs at ithe Institute of
Sogiznl Anthropology, Oxford, It is pjublished with permiesion of Dr.
Steinsrts literary exacutor, Dr. H, adler,

2, Lehtissle, T., "Baltrdze zur Zenntnis ger Benntierzucht bei den
Jurekssmoyeden," Institute for Srmmendlgnende Xulturforschung, Beries B,

Vol, 16, Osle, d, Aschehong and Cempany,




1
care for and utilization cf animals, Horde become too big to be useful

2g far aos Iabour mnd subsistence ure concerned; thoy arc en impediment
to the owner, The snme gontiments havo been attributed to many 8
cnttlewowning tribe in Africa,

It is the purposc of this nrticlc to investigato sttitudes aueh
ag ore hers dleplayzd with o view to discovering their implic#tinns for
{1) the gencral intorchnngeabillty of goode {which underlics nll trade},
{2) the process of inereasing the utility of goode (whieh 13 the esgence
;f all production as understood by Western economists), and (3) the
claggifiention of economies dependent primarily om exghange without the
use of coln or paper noncy,

By an oconeny hers is mecnt o syetem of producticn -md digtri-
tuticn of units of vqluu.g This die 2 very broad ugage of the word.

I. Two CATEGORIES OF NOF-HONTTARY BCOBOMIC TYDES

Lenving naidc tho econcmy bosed eon the extensive use of money
~nd rolated to complex clnas structures, tws widely ropresentatiive types
of ccencmy may be distlrgulshed. fThe first is cknractorized by the
c¢xlstence ¢f three zroups or estegorics of goods, always kept separate
mnd digtiret: row meterials, implements, rund personal treasure, In
tho second typas of eeonory, row paterials are nﬁt bopt separate from
the implemonts, -nd there is ne clags of zoods which hoe value sololy
ng pargonal, trosgurs,

In the firet type; with its threc groups of goode (1) fasdastuffs

=nd other row mntorisls, (2) implcoments, including everydny clothing,

L. Bntt, Gudmnd, "Notos on Reilndcer Nomedism," imerican anthropological
wisocinbion Memoirs, Vol. VI, p. 114,

2. In the terminology of coonomice, shis werd "valuo" should probably
read Mubtility"s tho wordine of the erleginal has beon retnined, - P.B,



and (3) peracmal treasure, it is peesible to make subdivisicns according
ko the warious rolstions which may be thoughi to exist beiween the lteme
belonging to these various greups.  For example, the objects of the
soconi and third groups —- implements and personal treasurcs - may or
mry not bo oxshanee for che anotper, depending on the ldens of the people
tnvolved, nenecc leadlng to diffsrent sub-types, 3y personnl treasure
we menn things voluod by thelr cwners, cicher because of thelr rarity
or becnueo of the mcomorably intonslve attenticn glven to thom during
their prodaction. Ixzamples of objoebs of this kind arce thoe booacranse
ande by some Australi=n nborigincs, which areo carved so beaubifully thab
thoy nre not used in huntlng, or the negnificont "lumury bows" of the
Andomane which are procious but nre alsc net used, or the enrvings of
the Tekimalds —— chjects cxecuted in houre of leisurc and net related
to religicus life, Those things are trewsured by thelr owmers, but
ne univorsal walue atbachee to them. PFarnllel cascs are found in tho
animnl kingdom, nnd in the human chlld,

Tut all these sub-typos hove cne declelve fenture in edomons
tke scclnl unit, breed cn co-opernticn in the tosk of preserving the
lives of the ccrestitucnt merbors, 1s concermed in its crgnmnization only
with the firat graup rnf gocde. In 2o far 2e we can speak of circulation
cf goodes in tkeze eccieties, 14 ﬁust Be with regard te goods of the first
groupn: foodetuffs nnd ¢tker raw materilals, These goods noy be gnined
in n eemsen entorprise nnd then distrituﬁed, gr thuey nay bo gained by
the various sub-unita (housekelda,-fomilies) whe distribute tholr surplus,
The acorers of the seclety respend teo the dietritution by acticns of

eclidarity cmablige furthor producticn,



Whstever arrangencnts are nade for the dietribution ef tﬁe oW
natdrials once they are gained, two conditions are proservedt (1) mn
object bolonging to the flret group 1s exchangod for objeete bolonging
to cither of thc other groups -—— iIn fact, there is no value relation,
na cormen value stardard, betweon thosc groups. It followa, then,
that (2) =ny sbjcet imtc vhich rew m=torlal has been tronsformed —
be 1t o pleoece of ment.comked by the nesbers of n household, or a tool
or clothing — ipee fmcto is discngnged fron what we ney eall the
prinary cecnomle cycle.,  Thus, ndditicnal hunan labeour, far fronm
ndding "walue" to the thimg, removes it freo the eceoronie sphoere.

This docs not nean, of ccurse, that these objects =re neot deasired
{that is, they have not lost Putility” in the terninology of Western
ccononists): as proscnts thoy functlen iz the ereation of alliances,
ng loot they funection in war.

Be wunlith ig acowmlated in such societlos, neo norkets arc held,
Tt ig snly within the sphore of the prinmary eeonopde cycle - that is,
exchange of foodaduffs and raw naterials —— that aarket-llke sifuations
ariges, iF by that we menn that denand conditions the distribution,

In the ecpnomies of tho second type, on the other hand, exchange
of oojects differentinted inte difforent cntegeries fron rew naterials
are not ae detnehed fron the prinary econonde eyele.  Subdivielons of
tnis type ~re constituted by the variows ncdes by which people Integrate,
¢laggify and interrelate the different groups or cotegorles of objects,
The foaturc which 1s cormion Ge all cecnomics of thies second $ype ie
that they 4o not recsgnize norely persennl treagpures: tressures have
elther n gonerally ressgniscd walue beetowod uwpen thon by rituml, or

clec they have n linited exchange walue,  Thua, broadly speaking,



there are two kindg of objscts present in econonies of this type:
thoecs whese walue ig genernlly recogalzod and foandod on ueago,nnd
those whoss waluc le ritanl, or ot lonst non-uiilitarian,

The yaluo of thoec objeects which is senerslly recognifed and
foundsd on their usnge is colled utilitarisn wvalue,  Sone of thege
chbjcets nay be used 1n exchonges ns stondard unlte of value —— pots,
irpr bareg nnd snlt in africa are cxanples. Buch cxchonesc goods are
not enly valued tecause of thelr proainent udilitarlan fucetison, bub
whersvor they are used 1o this :apnor, they nre not produced within
the poelety, Mheir syekarge character is based on stendy supplies
fran nlicn cenbres of productien, Buck externnl ncnopelies function
in the ennc way ae doos lindted rnd contrelled preducticn within o
gsocicty, porhaps by o privileged greup,

The whale group ef objecte vy te capressed in syvbellie ternd-
o :

nulagy* ag UE Eu. 5T we lob U sbond for Museful ebjeeta," T for
tonlua! and 2 for "exchange,® Thug, 3 gemos to denote such useful
ebjecte (')} ng have sSandardized exchenre proportics, :Thua in the
anme language we noy distinguish Barter, or the exchnngoe of one useful

ocbject direct for ancther CU';E_U], Sron trnde, which 1s exchange of a

3

usaful objsct for the oxchangeahility-ol-o-~uselul-objeet [ 1%3 e

£, or
the pxochanse of a useful object fer the cwxchangeability-of-a-useful-
sbject whiek i lu bturn emchangod fer a differcnb usc ohjoct U2 E U,

The sseond growp of objezts cemprises, amnng ofthers, units of
rltusl value and sush $rensurss ne agy be used in ewchanges.  He

utilltnrinn value is ntinohed te either. Thus "shell :eney” or "asnoy!

1, 4 slosenry of synbole is nppended ot the cnd of the articlas,



censigting of atrips of pleited feathers dlffer frog salt and Tron

"aensy." Thia second group of ¢bjects can bo dascribed as R:i: Et,

§

beeause there are units wrich heve ritwal [2] -wulue [ ] or are oz-
chanzeable [3] treasurss [t].
; n I
Takxlng Doth groups Ui E znd Rﬂf]ﬂ wheo acnslderation, Tarther
oxchanges are pogsible: a useful objeet far exchangenbility-of-treangura

[U;E_Et}, or a usaful ohjoet exchanged for erchangashility—ef-treacurs
4

_--’ U] p

e

; =
3oth menn trade, whersas the exchenge of the exphanreabilisy-—of-ueeful-

vhich ig in turn exchanged for znother useful object :UE:T E

' B E‘L‘L{—*

Y- Et"j is o financisl trans—

objorts for exchongeablility—efl- treaaufa
netion nlcin te trade,
1T, TRANALATION

We mst be wery careful te disiingelsh from all these trons-
:.:,cti.uns of barter or trade, another exchonge -- that of o useful abjeet
for a ritunl objeet [U i’_‘jﬁ], a process which I ahnll eall "translatiﬂnj
The twa main legical ncodels deacribing the setivitics fo bo dizcusged
will Be called nogotive nnd poaltive trenelnSienn.
Hagatlve translatlons

The genoral ferm of a segabive traaslation ia II—-}R, the hrang-
latien of 5 nzeful chjagt inte a rltual objuct, where useful objects (U]
oy of may not inslade uxc:lnﬁgea'nilitaf-ﬂf"“-beful—-objecﬁs fEu] or aE-
chnngenbllityr-c:f—trer-.suru_ [Etf. Thé_pwnarship of these objacts, and

thrag thelir atilitarizsn or ezchange voluee to the owher, are all relin-

quighed by the transscticn which related the forper owner to unite of

L, In ordor to &=t the full mannlng of this werd in this contexs, it
should he thought of with reforones to its Latin origlnal, or even
bettor, with referonco to ite Gernan equivnlont Mhersetsung, -~ P.B,



ritual walue. Thereby these units of ritual value beceme pure, or igo-
lated, They are detached from the sconomic cycle. In all thege con-—
texts the units of wvalue do not ccecur grouped leglically, according to
their relation to ueage, as U.‘i’. . ; B ¥ Et', obhjecte of ntilitarian
value and ezchangeabllity—of-useful-cbjecte set agoinst objects of
ritual welue and ezchangeability-of-treasura, Hather, we fiod such
forma as ehjects of utilitarian value, exchangeability-of-usaful-chjects

and exchangeabllity—-of-treasure set agasinst ritual objecte [U B Et

: Rl
Ir such caseg the relaticms BEE® Etr can be celled "empirical values!
o'l

Negative translsticns cccour amcng the Yap Islanders when goods
which have been accumilated for several yearg are exchanced for circuler
plates of stone brelen in a cistant QU&rnr.l The gtoneg are go huage
that mary deys! labour of groups of people le reguired for their trans-
pert, At their destinetion they are buried under the huts, after a
rituel has been held to scknowledge thelr value, Thess stones do not
function in ary further transacticn. They are left in ithe ground and
not "weed¥ in daily 1life. Their value, rathar, attachnes tc the gtatus
of the owner arnd te¢ the greund cn which the hut atande; it increages the
respect chewn to the kut's izhabitants, the family, Thus, the trans-
laticn of empirical velues izto ritual wvalues [Uieé? B! has waricus
Phagcds Boms usefﬁl Ebjacts are converted into exchangesbility—of-—useful-

ot ects, while others are converted into eschangeebility-cf-treasure,

then finally ell sre trenslated intc ritual cbjects

_ 1
el
1 A

1, Purnees, W, E,, 3rd, The Island of Btone Monsy, Philadelphis, 1910,
M#ller, Wilkelm, Yap, Ergebnlsse der Sldeee HExpedition 1908-1910, Hambure,
L, Priedericheen and Ccmpany, 1917, pp. 123-32,




This instance may suffice to illustrate ooe of the modes of negative
translation.

Another mode of neg&tiv& translation ¢en Le seen in that type of
gift exchange in which the presents given do net merely catabliah or
confirm an alliance between the exchanging peracns, but the amount
givan awgg{nnt recaived) und;r ritual circumstancis affectp 3 perscnts
ranle, |

&ha instance of thie mode of negative translatlion most nften
referred to is the potlatch which obtalaed amung-the variong Narthwest
dmsrican societies, There at mere or less regular intervals, or on
important occaesiuvng like the birth of a child or the building of & new
house, families and larger competitive kinship unite invited the other
members of the soeiety in order to give tham a feast and tc present
them, under ritual eireumstances, with goods which had been accumilated
evar long pericds, Whenever it suited their dispecaition, the inviteﬁ
pariies reciprocated invitation and gifts, The value of the distri-
buted gifte ettaches either to the kinship unit who cilled the potlaten,
or to the perscn in whose honour the potlateh was given, and esch pot-
lateh nmodified the status of those concerned, The velue of the gocds
disposed of in this manner le¢ a scelal agens, wkide no publie recog-
nition attaches tc their value contexmts. Thig r-cogriticr ig implicit
enly in the publie tranafer of ecwnersghip, In sach o transfer the values
of the ohject mre split: (1) the urits of enpirical value (which are
not social agens in tkess mocieties) are at the receiver's disposal,
while (2} units of ritual valuo in quantity correlated with the em
plrical values can beccme overt in terms approximatirg those of owner-

ship, and are related to the giver,



L veriaticn of tke evupter cbtaining in the same ares is one to
wkick ethnographers have given much sttention: in the course of pot-—
latches gords may e zet ziven awsy, but burned or destroyed, which
apprcackes atill cleser the mecdesl of sacrifice, which is the paramount
rodel for gll activitice desizned to disengage voits of value frem the
econonic ovels, Threush annihilation ef the geede the empirical valnes
are ccmpletely eliminated, and the ritual values "owned" by the promoters
cf tre petlateh are certain, purs end unamblencus, The competitive
element in the cwnership of these ritual values is strengthened by dis-
carding tke co-gperative cne which is, however, a negligible concomitent
ef thig zift excharge,

Befere the administration interfered with these custems, it had
teen known that competitive sacrificisl potlatches were becoming ruinous
tc the communities corcerned. From thls it was inferred that the whole
potlatel custon 4s an econcmic snomsly. But in anewer te such & corne
tertion twe points have to be made.

It ecan ke phewn that procedures suck ag thoee creating the giant
stene "meney! of Yap cac be relaied to the game logical medsl mse those
ereating gift and esacrificial potlatcheg, While the Yap sxample can
be systalized as (Uiu:.:j _-}R ;i:ranslgtion of cmpirical values beccmes
of ritual velue |, the gzift exchange of the potlateh must irnclude twe
necagices: on one oceasion 4 gives cbjects of empirical valus to B: the
emplrliecal wvalue ef the objecte sces to B, but the rifual value of the
giving remaing with 4; in the second transaction, we get the exact re-
Terge! B gives 4 cbjects of cmpirieasl walue, whoee empirical wvalue goes

to A, ut whoee ritusl walue remmins with B, Thie can be symbolized as:
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The secrifice potlateh, on the other hand, approaches the Yap
forrule more closely, since there is no splitting of walues, but rather

B ditect translation of empirical to ritual values:

Ul >R
RY (- UH

A traneactice conforming %o sp general a pattern cennet be dis-
miseed s an anpmely. Certaln features of the "ruinous potlateh,” how-
ever, must be considered abnormel, reflecting = disnomic state of the
commuinities where they occur. Thege features I would explain ss modifi-
cation of the potlatch in twn ways as a result of culture contact, Firet,
a resction ageinst the disintegraticn of tribal seciety would thraw into
relicf the major featuree of pocial cohesion., In the gocleties in
question the struotural besis ia indiceted by the competition of rigid
gub-units end respect shown to reank, Thus, before complete disinte-
gration sets in, we should have to expect the solidarity withln the sube
units to become exaggerated, and greater emphases tc be lald en their
competition at the same time that rank ccnacicusness is becoming more
vulnerable, Second, the intredueticn of money sconomy made more thinge
exchangeable, thus the range of cbjecte eligivle for translation inte
ritual velue incressed, Boag! comparstive ligteg testify to thiz. Thue
potlatch sconcoy, far from belngz an ancmaly, ie Bc ouch a conslatent
pattern that it is incompatible with other econcmies, Alien slecments
nede the sygtem ruincdg tc the regpective societies; integraticn wae

impoeeible,
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Pogitive translations

In pogitive translaticns, we find a different basle arranzement
of valuest [U : (4 ¥ E¥) R], that 1s, exchangeability-of-useful-ob~
Jeets and ezxchangeabllity—of-treasure are here associsted with fitual
objects and excluded from useful objects (instead of, me with negative
translation, associated with uscful cbjects and excluded from ritual ub-
Jects), where useful objects are scen im opposition to sbjects or treas-
ureg with exchange value or ritual value. dccumalation of wealth,
trading and marketing mare, in varyinz degreesg, charactsriatie of so—
cieties which stress positlve translation,

Intertribal exchanges of the following types take place: (1)
Uzseful objects from society & traded for usaeful chjects from gociaty B
Eua e Ub]‘ (2) ugeful objecte of socliety A are exchanged for gxchange~
ability-of-useful-objects from sooiety B [Uy > ], (8) exchange-
ability-of-useful-objects from society & exchanged for exchanceabllity-
of-tressure of soclety B :EHA’Eigfb]* and {4) treasures with an exchange
value of society 4 being traded for treasures with an exchange value
from gociety B [Etﬂ;'?_% Et_n]. ¥When such exchanges petwesn areag of
prnductife units oeeur, with or without prefeassisnal negotiation, at
regular intervals, at fimed prices, we speak of "narkets,”

Reither cn soclalegical acr on purely economic lince hae a
claggification of market types yet been attempted —— treatments
claasifying markets as to their time intervals {yearly, monthly or
wookly) can be discarded as not relevant,

It may bte felt by nmany thab if one extends the ranse of the
tern "market" to include, at one end, regular meetinge at which barter

exchange talkes place between the menbers of two or more villeges, apd,
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4t the other erd, a regular dieposael of surpius produced solely for
this purpcee {(while professionsl traders compete and calculate theip
profita), it has no claim to be used in sclentific contexts., The chief
disadvantage, however, iz that the term "market™ suzpests to most of

us the operaticn of laws of supply and demank, while clearly such laws
can relate only tc exchangse of certain types.

When, for exanple, New Guinmes tribal groupe exchange regularly
useful objects of society & for tremsures with an exchange value from
goclety B EU&‘;}Ftb], 1 certainly does not mean that a surplus of use-
ful objects [U] hae been produced by socilety & for the exclusive pur—
peee of purchaslng society Ble exchangeable useful objects or axchanga-
able treasurc; nor does it mean that soclety B'e exchangeable treasurs
is produced in crder to be exchanged fur the ueeful objects from so-
clety &, Therefore, the eachange rate equating quantitieg of the twy
kinds is more or less stable and does not depend primarily on lawg of
supply and demand,

Market gituati;ns can arise fron the relations of two mocial
groups under only twe coenditions, or in a combination of the two, One
possible condition is that & common denominator of value applies to
the exchangeatls useful gbjects, exchange value of a useful object,
or axchange value of & tressure 'U, B and Etj of sooieties A and B,
The other condition ig that the two sociml (and perhaps polltical)
units are functioning as parts of gne econamy,

Social unlte integrated intc one economy will be found to ox-
change primarily useful sbjeete [U]. 4 most fascinstine Instance

hae beer recorded from the Manus people of the mouthern part of the
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Admiralty Archipelago, There groups of "sea people," the true Mams,
are allied to groups of "land people," the Usiai {inland) and Matankor
("eye of the land"). They depend on daily exchange to such a desree
that we must regard every economic unit as being composed of proups of
both populatione, Polltical life has been adaptsd to thla symbiosis,
and in warfare & settlement of Manus would keep truce and entertain
axchange with ita Ualal partner, whils attacking another Uaiai group
which enjoys tha partnerzhip of ancther Mamig settlement, Thia
gymbiosis is bamed on carefully balanced cesslon of economic sovereigmty,
and goees to the extrems of barring the sea people from direct wse of
the land and ite products, and the land people from any use of the gea,
Hevertholegs, the sea people who live ocut in the lageonsz in pillar
dwellings, need boats, the wood for which graws on the land: the land
people emt the fish of the aea, Intentlonal restrictions make possible
a regular exchange, in which boats and vegetable produce are given for
sea products.

Throughout this arrangement, which retains many features of
barter (as Margaret Mead polnts out) a market situation otalns; the
policy in dealing with these gitustions 1s made possible by the abgence
of a common denoninater of walue,

There is [writes Margaret Mead] one qualnt example of

this tendency outelde the realm of food proper. While

the land people grow the betelmt and thd pepper leaf,

the seq people burn and refine the coral lime with which

the betel and pepper leaf are chewed, In the market

the mame gized fish will command ten taro or forty betal-

oats, DBut & cup of lime commands eighty betelnuts, tat

anly four taro, Betel chewing need 1a matehed agminst

betel chewing need, to coerce the sea people into pro-
viding encugh lime for the land precple.®

1. Mead, Margaret, "The #amas of the admirelty Islends," in Head,
Margaret (Bditor), Cooperation andi Competition among Primitive Peoples,
New York, MeGraw-Hil1l, 1937, pp, 210-39,

2. Mead, Margaret, "Melaneaian Middlemen,® Hatural Hietory, Vol, XX,
Ha, 2, 1930, p. 130,
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Here we gee the laws of supply and demand functloning without a common
denaminatoar expressing the wvalues of the eXxchanped sooads, In mieh

)3
cases, there 1z a tendency to group exchanseable goods in palrs.

This standardized and businage<like bartering in Manue zoes on

z2ide by slde with more elaborate exchensgzes such as gt —>gb and
&..:‘_..,._h

u, —> —> gt
e

W etc,, and with the accumilstion of exchangesbls

1y’
treasure {E?] within one group. This latter walue-hoarding of the
exchangeabllity-of-treasure goes wlth the rank system within the sorial
group, but not with the see~land intergroup exchange. Tius, two differ—
ent econcnie pracesses, invelving different social relationships, inter-
lock, These Junctures orea very differezt frem negative translations,
in which two spheres of value are brought tegether. In these two types
of tranafeor, for which I am suggesting the tern "poeitive translation,®
no units of value become complenely deteched from econcmie lifo, in
spite of accumulation,

The difference between the two processes cannct be over-enphse-
giged. Dealing with tha lmls eystem of the Trebriamd Iglanders, B
ayatem of inter-trival exchanges of treasure [Et] of very wide ecircule-
tion, Malinowskl remarks on the generosity and decorum displayed inm
the {ritually relevant) kula transactions!

The natives sharply distinguieh.it from barter,

which they practise exteneively, of which they have

a ~lear idea, and for which they have a settled term —

in Kiriwiasian: gio wall., Often, when eriticizing an

incorrect, too hasty, or indscurouvs procedure of Kula,

they will_aay, ‘he conducts his Jula am if 1t were
gim weld, ]

1, In a very general narnar such assynetirical eqrationsg can be thus syn-
belised, the small letters referring to quantit-es, the capitals to
Yindo: aM = b¥; a¥ = c0; VN = 40, I would, instead of referring to an
sconomic system as "rationsl™ or "logical' merely say that the equations,
though manifold, are symmetricni,

2,Malinowski, B, Argonants of the Western Pacific, London, Routledpgs,
1922, pn, 95-6.




II17. OCCOMPARISONS AND CONCLUSICHNS

Trege facte have hitherto received very little gyatematic treat-
ment, Ko classification of exchanges and markets in simpler societies
has been essayed, and mobody has worked on & comparative sociology of
trading groups, The position of epecialists in slmpler socletles
{e.g. that of the smithe in Africa) has not been brought under com-
parative survey, although concomitant idealogles {the smith'a megic
power of suferiority) have been noted. It 1s perhaps no exaggeration
to gay that the comparative method has not yet been extended to sco-
tomica,

of late thig deficiency is more noticeable, since we have be-
ecme possasscd of precise monographs detalling the scoromies of Seuth
AfTican ané dceonic commurities, PBut so far as the rest ie concerned,
we are left with the pioneer werk of mer llke Schurtz, a type of re-
gearch which has been digcontinucd and which s cutdated Yy far meore
accourate materizs] and nere pertinent problens,

ffeneralizine on a large body of faets which h=wve not been
aystenatically trsated, ani making gurmises in a field in wkich the
1ittle which 1g kpown s obscured by worse than meaninglessz termi-
nolaogies, docs not allow the formation of valid thecriss, The few
remariks that one can ooke are eilther stressing the obvicus or must be
nade gubject to conetant correetlon,

To she reader of esthnographic accounts, it is clear thoat many
eranonl ez cannot be claseified exelusively ipn accordance with a single
type of econcmic precesg which is accompanled hy.nany activities,
Several types of economie process wey together build up the economy

of a soeiety, To call one of them dominant is premature in many cases,
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ag-even criterlzs of suck predomineance have nobt been discuzsed.

Thus, Mead has shown in the case of the Admiralty Ialandere a
funetion of msymmetrical eguations of gquantities in barter cachanges
batween goeial groupes EUaFEEng]‘ The same, however, caansot %2 gaid
of elther grbup's internal exchanges of uae%ul objecta or treasure
[E2 and EY].

On the other hand, on Rossel Island, as described by Armatrong,
different kinds of exchangeabiltty—af~traasﬁra [Et] build wp a monetary
syetem in sach a way that there are meveral species of "money,” and in
overy aspecles several kindzs of unita {coin). The intricacy of the
ayeten 1s dus to the existence of agymmetrical egquatiocns Setwsen cur-
rency unlts. Becsuge of the fact that we aessociate agymmetrical
properties least cof all with monetary systema — indeed, they are
thought to prevent zeymmetry — Armatronz calls the Aczaesl economy
anﬂmalous.l

Wherever we find the establlehment of prices and the fluctu-
atlon of eachange rates between two economies, it mast be caused by
chanres in the internsl cvaluatisn of zxzchanzaablae treasurs connceted
with conditions of ite preduction, Thers is no oxchanseable breasurs

"orport only."  Seligmaa records from

which a socicty produces for
the Koita of British New Cuines that at a marriage, after the 8ppro—
priate gift exchange, the woman's parentd reccived az dridewealth a

mmber of armringe. In 1B76 this number was ten, but as iron tools

made the mamafactare of the rings easier, the number had rigsea by 1908

1., Armgtrong, W. E., Rossal Island, Cambridge, at the University Pross,
1928, pp. E5~75.
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to forty or forty-three rings given on the same cccaslon, Tharnwald
cancluﬂeg quite rightly that this change in evalustion can e explained
. in terms of supply and dﬂmgnd.z But 1t muat be insisted that, however
& change in the internzl evaluatlcr of exchangeable treasure may affect
external changé in the long run, no - supply-demand relations lnherent
in the external exchanze can be made responsible for the chonge,

One can find & great variety of scoromies in which negative
translations do not seem to functilon predominantly (uaing this qualifi-
cation with the above reservations) — that is true, in fact, of the
sconomies of most ¥mown societics, One such type i= af.particular
interoat, In this type we find instead of {or co-czisting with) the
zituation "asaful abjects cpposed %o objects associated with ritual
value® [U 3 (E=k gt ) R], an arrangement whereby the guantity of
the ngefal objects bhecomes docisive. Tseful oblects are belng hoarded
and tremsured, but the units thus treated are not dealt with in con-
formity to sny nsde of exchangs OF tranaslation: they ara not excluded
from use hy.thc ownere, Tet the greab quantity of these unite iz
not related to the needs of ueage; the storss nave a value transcendiag
the empirical value of tho units. The empirical values are merely

a compenent potential.

1, Scligman, C, G., The Melongslans of Britlgh New Guinea, Cambridge,
at the University Preszs, 1910, p. 77,

2, Thurnwald, Richard, Werdern, Wandel und Gegtaltung der Wirtechaft,
Berlin, Valter de Gruyter, 1932, p. 1Y%,




18

We find the non-ampirical aspect of aheer quartity acting 1n
the gane way ag T 3 {EifiEt b In storage assently of unitsz it
1s not particular qualities of particular unite which matter,but the
quality of the organized whole, To make thie clear, we mey assune
value unite 1-100 which rolate to the objzets! uwsefulnese Az mitriticn
or elothlng, We see then, that under certain conditicns a sterage
assenbly of 100n (U) cxeeods the evaluaticr of n{l00 U}, ncr—empirical
agsenbly valuc overruling the empirical valueca centained in the unite,

The greater the quantity of uunite 1n ax greanized segenbly, thae
nore rumerous sre the possibillities of arraneine theese units ond the
areaater 1s the owner's power when expressed in terms of control of the
sssenbly, In thkia context, it doos not matter whether thig assembly
is 8 store of wvogetatrlo produce or a herdi of animsls,

Angrg the Trotrianc Ielenders the housse for the storase of yans

are tuild so that the quantity of the focd can be gaused

and its guality asscertained through the wide interstices

Letween the beams, The yams are so arranzcd that the

beat specimens come to the cuteide and are well wvisidle,

Special varieties of yama, which #row up to twe meters

in length and welgh as much as eeveral xilesrans each,

are framed in wood and decorated with palnt, and hung on

the outside of the yan houses. That the right to displey

food le highly valued can be szeen from the fact that in

villages where a chief of high rank resgides, the ecommoners!
etorelougas have 0 be closed up with comonuat leaves, so

ag not to compete with his.l
Thase asgemblica, saye Malinowskd, serve to enhence social preatige.

Magic is intended to make the food lakt lons....

[It] will make food plentiful in the village and will

make the supplies last long. But, and this is the im-

portant peint for us, this magic is conceived to act not
on the food, but on the inhabitants of the villaze., It

1, Malinowski, B,., Arconasutg of the Hégtqrn Facific, pp, 168-9,
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meleg thelr appetites poor, 1t maxee them, as the

natives put it, ioclined to eat wild frult of the

bush, ani manso and bread fruit of the willage grove

(not individnally pwned |: rofuse to szat yans, or at

leaat to be gatleficd with very llttle. They wlll

bosat that when thie m=gic ie performed well, half of

the yams will rot awey in the storehouses and he

thrown orn,..,the rubbish heap at the back of the houece

to meke room for thz new harvest,

It is important to recognize that the value trangeending ths
utilitarian propertieg of the stored yame are confirmed by something
that ig menrly a resolution not fo use 1it. The mazical ritea are
rites of thrift and not of fertility. Ordy the fact that thesze ob-
Jecte sre perishable nexes the wastefulness of the procedure so cbvious,
Thle aspect of the attitude to value may be weaker, or may escape us
altozether, wien we ccrelder, instoad of yams, objects with properties
whick remein unchanged over longer periods — or better still, cbjects
which reproduce or even :mmltiply themsselvee.

The esinilarities between negative trazslutions and asserbly
values of the Trodriand lHnd are strilirg., COn the cther nand, there
is a similarity betwesn Trobriand assenbly values =rd thcse of pecple
who apply such nctions to thelr herded animale, woere Twastefulneag”
ig lees prominent, Tywo featurcs are common to negative translations
and asgenbly valuss: the existence of values transcending the empiricel
ones, and the connectlon between the non-eppirical value and the atti-
tndas negating the empirieal velues., 4 the differences have already
been stressed, the sinilarities can Ye susmed up in the following

manner; affirmation of non-enmpiricnl wvaluea iz accompanied bty and made

possible by destructien or rejection of smpirical values, These

L Dol po kG
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affirmationz may be strongthened by ritual fanctizsne of the anlte of
trangeending value, as in the case of African cattle szonomies,

The principle stated above is general; it applics not anly to
simpler economies. Afier all, the conguest of Western sivilization
by a total money economy meant the bestowing of iranscending values
on moncy. The holding of money, the position in which a person's
money is "working" for him and doee mot lie "ldle," are aims the
evaluaticn of which transcende the evaluntion of the zoode which can
be purchased with this money =nd used. The rise of capitelist cconomy
came in the gulsge of a gospel of saving and ascotic rejection of the
use of zoods. Yo reader of the works of Max Weber and Tawny can doubt
tiho faert thet this agcetic rejeoction was postulated in a religious
terminclogy,

It 1z for the psychologist to state the uitimate affinities,
or rejectiona, izm foveur of transcending values end of =acrifice; it
cannot be the concern of the anthrepologist, For the atudent of
gacial anthropolﬁgy who cexr see tErift and pretestant ethics in con-
nection with potlalehes end Trebriznd yao stores, a much discussed
pontroversy logee its significencet whether puritaziem had zade
capitalisn or vice versa (Veber-Tewny). Moreover, if science wers
ever in need ¢f an experiment to test the thesis of the relation te-
tween the transceniinge nature of econcmie valwes in medern ciwilization
and a woclety's religicus life, mn experiment c¢en te pelnted out which
toolk place on the hugest seale hiestory caxz provide., After the first
Durgopean war an inflation coused the loee of property of the German
midile classes, Trhis was followed in Pretestant Oermany by & complete

dislntepration of not perely what Weber celled Wirtscheftgetkik (1teelf
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a Protestant departmﬂntalization} but by the disinteeration of the
whele ideals. and codes of the middle clzeses, Do shert-lived hard-
ship, however severs, can account for e loss of confidence cn such a
seale,

Por the most gemeral aspeet it ile irrelevant which elde —
whether abetoniion from uweage or glerificatian of transcending
valupg = iz reinforced by religlon, or expregged in religicue ferml-
nology. The inevitadle is common to all forma: the acceptance of
cwnorship of unite of value as a virtuene state, and the dieparaging

of tenjencies cenirary to that virtue,

GLOS3ARY OF STIME0LJ

Value B, Exchangeability
=T Useful ohject vt Enpivical wvalue: U & i L
2 Rituzl obiect ut
E Troagurs H* Exchsnraeshility—clf=-ugeful
objects

g Exchangeability—-of-treasure,

-l t n
Though the last two symbols [ml and T | arc somctines Yranscribed
"exchengeable usaful objscts" or "exchangeable treasure for purposes
af eomvenicnoe, the primary sense is alwaye the exchangeability ifseelfl.
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4 PRECIS
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Stciner, Franz, "Hotes on Comparative Economics," The
Britisk Journel of Sociology, ¥, Ho, 2, 1954, 118-123.

In the introductory section the author states nig intention to
discuss: 1) the general interchangesbility of gzoods {trade), 2) the
process of inereasing the utility of goods (productien) and 3) the
classification of economies "dependent primarily on exchanze without
the use of coin or paper money."  However, tha papar cencentrates on

the third, almost to the exelusisn of the other twe,

Abstracting from economles waich malke extensive use of money
and are related to a complex cleas structure, he dlstinguishes two
widely representative types of econcomies, The firat type, a very
simple primitive economy recognizes three groups of foods — foodstuffs
end raw aateriale, laplements (inslading clothizg!, and private treasure,
The tressures are private in that they havs no voluoe that is generally
recognized by other persons, Wt are sinilar to those objects which
may be treagured by & child er a dog, The key distinguishing features
of this firet type of sconomy are two! 1) The social organization is
conceornod sololy with the production of she first sype of zoods: 2) Wo
object belanging to the first group is exehanged for objects of the
othar groaps, Wnntewver exchange relaticons may exist betwesn the in-
plemant and the treasure groups, there ls no value relation or etandard

between these and the first zroup.
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In this kind of scciety no wealth fg accummlated, and no markets
appear, The goods of tho firet ETOUp are produced by ce-cperative ef-
fort and distributed, or Iy housskolds and families whe distribute their
eurplus.  Such distributions create feelinzs of solidarity which BUp-
port contimiing productive activity.

In the B8cond type of economy the troasure oblacte elther hava
& gencrally recogznized ritugl value, or they have a Limited exchanze
value, Merely perzonal treasurca are not fecognized. The economy
recagnizes both objeets whose value is utilitarian, and thogse whose
value ie ritual or treasure, or at lesngt non-utilitarian, fThe
utilitarian objects include some which may be used in oxchange as
standard units of value, Sindlarly tke aore-utilitarian greup of
cbjects includes scne treasure of varying degreea of excharraability
whick may te uged in transactiocns, Thua thiere are four catecorieg
of objects: simply useful objocts, useful ctjects with a recoznizad
exchange value, tressure objects with a recognized exzchange value,
and cbjeets of ritual value, The first thres catzgories are "ampirical®

values,

Glven theec four categories a range ol transactions ia poesible,
Steiner defines barter as the exchange of a useful object directly for
anctier useful cbject. Trade is the exchanee of a useful object for
& usaful object or recognized exchange value, or the exchkange of a uge-—
ful gtiect for an objeet whish hag recogniged exchanse velue which is
iz turn exchanged for apother useful ebjoct, or the corresponding
Lranenctions using arn exahanzeable treasure, Tho exchange of an ex—

changeable useful object for an exchangeatlo tressure $s & financtal
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trangacticn similar te¢ trade. The author distimmuishee sharply between
these barter and trade transactioms, and those in which useful objects
are used {directly or indirectly) to acquire ritual objects -— a proccss
which he calls "translation," He givee two main logical modcls of

thie process — positive and nepative transiation,

The gonoral form of negative translation is the conversion of
usefyl abjeets into purely ritual cobjects which have no exchanseable
value whatever. With the acguisitlon of the rituel valucs this economic
Drocess congs to a full gtom. The unite of ritual Talue are "disen-
gaged® from the oconomic circuldt, Two clear examples are set out for
ug as prototypes. The first lg that of the ¥Yap Islanﬁera who acocurmilate
gocda for years in order te acquire hupge stone discs which, after an
apprepriate cersnony, are burlod beneath their hute, While the atones
do nct participate in further cconcmic transnctions, their ritual walue
attaches to the statug of the owrer. In the suthor's sccond exsmple,
the Ewakiutl potlateh, the empirical values are tranaferred to the re-
ceivers, while units of ritual walue proportionate ie the unite of
erpirical valus atiach fto the status of the promotor of the affatr,

In the destructive wvariant of the poatlater the empirical walues are
degtreyed, and the rituml waluee accrue toc the promoter,

In this dend-ended negative tranglation the ritusl veolue is
set apart from and in contrast with the threc "empirical values, The
rositive translation illustrates a different grouping of wvalues, The
uee value 12 =een in opposlition to the other three, 1, 2., the ritusl
and exchargesble gbjecte are now grouped together., These values nay
be wealth, Here, no unite of wealth become complotely didensaged

from econonic life, desplte accwmalation, (Thus thisz is positive
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translation,)

Bocletiea which stress thle pattern nay accumulate wealth, may
trade and may have markets (in Steiner’s sense) in varying degrees,

The author'e example 1s the Hanus where a standardized business-like
barterinz coes on between the sea and the land pecple in the uszeful

foods sestor, while at the same time in a distinetly different economis
process thosze of the sea people who are free from the immediate pressures
of subgistence needs can accunulate spondylus shell strings, dogs!

teeth ani other forms of wealth, Thie wealth-hoarding ie reflected

in the ranx ayatem of the group, as is the ritual value in the groups
atrasaing nezative tranzlation, and ﬁs gitltudes relnforcing the ayvstenm
of production are creasted by the syetenm of distritution in the Tirst

trpe of economy.

During his digeussion of positive transglation the author re-
marks on the exlebeonce of asymmetrical exzchanze ratios befweon land
and sea peoples. ZExchangsable goods hers tend to be grouped in pairas,
i.e., o ses~peoplets good teeding to exchange for a conplenmentary good
of the land-paople — fish for tarc, lime for betel muts, etz.  Waile
tarc may be obtained for lime, with the monopoly on taro and a atrict
quota on ite oxport, 2 particularily high price in lime le agled for
additional taro to coerce the esa-pecple into the wearisone preparing
of the line, This arransonent he esfs would break down with the

introduction of o common dencminator,

There is arother type of econcay wkich doca not use the nesative
translation process, and in which a distinetive characteristic may

funotion either ingtead of, or together with, the posltlive tranglation
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value pattern, [Here the decisive matter is the guantity of usgeful
objects, Useful shjects are hoarded, and while not exeluded from
the owner's use, they are net used in any transactions., Thiz koard
of objects creates what the author calle "assenmbly velue,® a value
"transeending” the total empirical valuee of the objects. Together
with thls itranscending assembly value and reinforcing 1t are sccisal
values which encourage the hoarding, *The magical rites sre rites
of thrift, and not of fertility.' Thus we have the Trobriand magic
to malke their appetites poor while the yamg rot, and the Protestant
virtue of thrift.

There is a atrikting relationskip between negative transletion
and assenbly value, Both stress a value transcending the empirical
one, and the sitress on the transcending valua 1s sccomplished by, or
made posgitle by attitudes negating the empiricel wvalue, Accumulation

is virtuous, ond consumpticn is contrary to virtue,

This precis has terded tc deal with Stoiner's logical system,
and ngy have obgeured his swareness of the nature of the dates which
he seeks to explain, Behind thoese groupings of wvaluss liss the real
world, ''Bubdivisions of thies type are cosnstituted by the various
modes by whick pecpls integrate, claseify and inter-relate the differ—
ent groups or cetegories of objecta.®

The author has commented strangly on the lack of uaﬁful afelii
perative studice, Buck as we have are based on cutdated materisl
ard cbscure the problems in terminology that is worse than meaningless.
Thie material can only be explained in terms of & precise and system-
atle frame of refedence., His ain was to oake a conprehaenal ve contri-

Jutlon in thils direction,
3, M. - TOROWTMD
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flomments on Prans Stelner's "Notes on Comparative Economice®

Part Onet Range of Subjocts
Part Two: Genergl Characteriatics
Part Three! Pointe of particular Marlt

Part Four:  Criticsl renarks

PART OHE: RAWGE

1, Clagailfication of Zconomles! The lnvestigation of the aconomy le

limited to primitive and mrchaic socletias of a sinple class structurs
in which, however, money mey be widely uwsed for exchange except ooln
and paper money. (p. 119, 1.7 on mouney to be interpreted accordingly, }
32, Buchanmat By exchange the vice-verasa appropriational movenent of
objects is memat {corresponding to our "Iirst® or operational level of
exchange). Redistribution from a center and reciprocative gift giving
are comprised undar emchanze, (p, 119, 1.36)., ' An exchange of en-
pirical objects for non-empirical ttranscendont? values ie construed

as a {non-scomomic) extensicn of $he economie eyela,

Exchange is not therefore dependent upen the presence of markets,
whether at "get? or ot flustusting prices, nelther are gainseeklng
notives nor higgline-haggling attitudea assumed.

For forms of integratlon cof, alse "srganizatioan of labour,”

3, Ootallectie triad: Of the trade-monsy-parkst group of institutions

money—oblects nmay be said to be central here, They are represented by

useful objects (U's} me have standardized exchange propertieg (p. 120,
1, 6 below) {our "quantifiable units") which makes them exchangaable -

a mattor of degree attaching elther to usafal objects or to treasure
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objecta,

Srade 1s the exchange of useful objects for ezxchansesble
utilitiee or sxchangeahlas treasure osblects (or for the further ex—
change of either of the latter for a differert ueeful object (p, 120,
bottom), There is no reference to distance,

Parter is the exchenge of useful objects for other useful
objecte, with no higgling implied. (p. 120, bottonm).

Morkets are regular meetingy betwsen areas of productive units
with or witbcut prefessiomnal negotlation, at regular intervais, at fiwed
prices, {p. 124, 1.20). Tho term market (p. 124, 1.25) should not
cover both (a} resular mestings for exchange {as above), and (b) a
situaticr in which surplusie deliberately produced for exchange, par—
tieularly 1f "marret" ioplies "lawae" of sopply and demand. Steiner
excludes the assunption of production for the market, especially in
the form of creating surplusce of recornized $reasure objects.

Market altuations are defined (p, 120, 1.15) as situations

vhere "demand conditions the distribubion" (cf, also p. 125, 1.22).
4., Finance: Finance is the oxchange of sxchensesble uesful ohjects
Tor gxchengeable tressures -- & kind of trade (p. 121, 1,11),

Qur staple finsnce as an oparationsl category is discriminnted
againet in Tavor of "exchange.®  Hig epproach is unfavourable to the
recozuition of staple finance, sminece the problews of storegs and its
rediziribution are different from those of exchansp-seguences. The
rocle of equivalencies, cspoclally subatitutive ones, in this context
are igngred,

S« #guivalenciea: Under intertribal trads (=. g., Hew.ﬁuinaa, =

124, 1,33} "More or less stable" ezchange rates are nentioned, not
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primarily dependent on lawe of supply and demand, Price or equivalency
is always related to exchange, not alac to substitubion.

€. Patterng of Intesrationt Exchange ls eredited with comprising re-

distributive and reciprocal pattcrns (p. 119, bottom), on the tribal
and household level, including labour organization,

7. Organization of Labour: In the "first typs" of primitive economy

lobour is not 8 recognized value on the contrary, zddltlon of lghour
ney Iremove! the value of the otherwiae exchangeable object {e. g.,
meat), .

On this lewol labour would be organized as "the members of the
soclety respond to the aistribution by actions of golldarity ensbling
further production.” (p. 119, 144). This ic applied both to gooda
epined in a éommmn.enterpriaa and then disteributed or gzained by the
various sub-units (households and familles) who distribute their surplus,”
Our "methods of food distribution” are made plvotal to the labour or-
ganization in the "first type" of primltive soclety,

8. Prestige Phenomena?! These are treated as criteria of “objects?

eliher of treasure or of ritual valne. The latbter are described ae
of transcendent character, and menelogous up to 2 point %o assembly
values, 1. @,, the valuation of guantity beyond the aggrogate value
of the uvnite somprs &5ds

Bachensw may be accompanied by splitting of the value 1nto a
ritusl value remaining with the giver and an emplriesl value passing

to the recipient. {(p. 122, 1.30).
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BLEE TWO: GENZRAL CHARACTIRISTICS

1, This is an sxchange approach which ls linlted %o the economy {ef.

disencasement, p., 132, 1.3B), yei the economy is not presented as
dominated by the market inatitution. Om the other hand "eschange®
18 expanded so as alnost to comprise the other forme of integration
(p. 119, bottom).

2, The auther inslets on the need for comparative studics based ﬁn

a syston of adequate definitlona.

3, His definitione are primarily cperationzl, avoiding implied
normativity, He employs eyribolic notatlon for semantics,.

4, TFEeonomistic associmtions of & psychologlcal valuétiunal order
are avoided, such an gﬂinfulﬁeae of motives, utilitarian valus scales

or competitive asiitudes.

PART THREE: POINTE OF PARTICULAR MERIT

1, Market situations are mot to be aspuncd, tut their occurrence
should be regarded as dependent upon speclfic condltlons such as the
prosence of a general denominator or the inclusion of the partners in
one soclety [p. 124, bottom),

2. The aukthor attémpts to determine the factors that would isolate
the economic process from the non-seonomic ephers by the "3isengazing”
of objects from the econemic cycle {p. 123, 1,37),

3, The sppliance of labour to food or raw metorials in an early type
of primitive cconomy may ®iigencage? them from the economlc cpele

(p. 12P, 1.€), as when nest loses exchangeability whon coolked and

prepared for congumptlen,:
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PART FOUR; CEITICAL HEMARES

Thore is o vaguenese in the use of such terme me distributiom, trade,
markets, momey wscs, accunulatiom, surplus, 2qulva demand, and
equivalencies, ocspecially es related to other palierns than exchange,

The place of production and distribution ir the economic process,
as well as the place of the latter 1ln scciety as & whole remalrs in-

doterninate.






L preeis of

Steiner, Frans, "Notes on Comparative Eeonomics", The British
Journzl of Sociology, Vol. V, Nos 2, 195k, pp. 118 = 179,

In the introductory section the anthor states his intention to discuss:
1) the general interchanpeability of goods {trade), 2) the process of increas-
ing the utility of eoods (production) and 3) the classification of economies
"gependent primarily on sxchangs without the use of coin or pesper money'.
However, the paper concenbtrates on the third, slmost to the exclusion of the

ﬂt]’"'“ﬁ- T T -

ibstracting from economiss which make extensive use of money and are
related to a complex class structure, he distinguishes two widely represent—
ative types of eccnomies. The first type, a very simple primitive economy
Tecognizes three groups of goods —— foodsiuffs and raw materials, implememts
(including elothing), =nc private treasure. The treaasures are private in
hat they have no value that iz generally recognized by cther persons, but
are similar to those objects which may be frsasured by a child or a dog.
The key distinguishing featurss of this first type of ecomomy gre tweo:
1) The social organization is concerned solely with the productica of the first
type of goods; 2) Ho object belonging to the first group is sxchanged for
objects of the other groups. Whatever exchange relations may exist beiween
the implement and the treasure groups, thers is no value relation or
shtandard between these and the first zZroup.

Tn this kind of scciety no wezlth is accummlated, and no markets
appear. The goods of the first proup are produced by co-operative effort
and distributed, or by houscholds and families who diztritute their surplus,.
Such distributions areate feeliﬂgs af golidarity which supnort conbimiing

productive activitiy.



generally recognized ritual valus, or they heve a limited exchange value.
Merely personal treasures are not recognized. The economy recognizes both
objects whose value is utilitarian, and thoge whose value is rituwal or
treasure, or st least noneutilitarian. The utilitarian objects include
somz which may be used in exechange ag standard units of value, Similarly
the non-utilitarian group of objects includes some treasure of wvarving
degrees of exchangeability which may be used in transactions. Thus thare
are four categories of aobjects: simply nzeful objsets, nseful objects with
a recogmi®ed exchange value, treasure cobjects with a recosnizasd avchange
valne, and objects of ritusl walue. The first three categeories are

"empirical’ values.

Given these four categories g range of transactions is possible. Steiner
defines barter as the exchanege of a nusefal object directly for anothsr vseful
object. Trade is Lhe exchange of a uselul object for a usefnl thect*,ﬂ*
recognized exchange value, or the axehanges of a useful objJect for an object
which has recognired ewxchange walae which is in tura exthanged for another
uzeful object, or the cofrgapﬁnding transactions unsing an exchangesable
freasure. The exchange of an sxchanzeable ugeful object for an exchangeable
treasure is a financial transzetion similar to trade, The anthor distinguishes

sharply between tness bartsr and trade transactions, apd those in which
ugeful objects are used (direstly or indirectly) to acguire ritual cbjects —-
a process whidch he ca2lla "translatien. He zives two mgin logical models of
this process =—— positive and negstive translation.

Tha general form »f napative translation is the conversion of ugeful
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objects 1nte parely ritual objects which have no sxchangeable value what-
aver. With the aequisiiion of the ritual values this ezonomic process conmes
to a full stops The units of ritual value are "disengaged” from the dcononic
cireuits Two clezr examples are set out for us as prototypes. The first is
that of the Yap Tslanders who accumulate goods for years in order to acquire
huge stone dises which, after an appropriate ceremony, are turied heneath
thelr huls.."While the stones do not participate in further economic trans-
actions, their ritual value aitaches to the status of the ovmer. In the
anthor's second example, the Kwakiutl peotlateh, the empirical values are
transferred to the receivers, while units of ritual wvalue proportionate o
the uwnita of empirical value attach %o the status of the prompiter of the
affairs In the destructive variant of the potlatch the ewmpirical walues are
destroyed, and the ritual values accrue to the promoter,

In this dead-ended negalbive translation the rituzl value is set spart
from and in cantrast with the thres "empiricel® wvalues. The pasitive trens-
lation illngtrates a different prouping of wvelues, The use walue iz seen in
oppositisn to the otner three, i,e., the ritusl and sxchangeable objects zre
now grounped togethar, These valuss mey be weslth. Hers, mo units of wesltih
becone completely disengaged {rom cconomic life, despite sccumulation.

(Thus Lhia i5 positive translation. )

docleties which stress this pattern mey accumulate weallh, may trade and
may have markets { in Stediner' & sense )} in varying degrees, The suthor's
example is the Mamms where a standerdized business-like barterine goss on
between the sea and the land peopls in the useful gocde ssctor, while at the
gane time in a distinelly different sconcmic procese these of the sea pezople
who are free from the immediéte vressures of subsistence nesds can accumulsts

spondyivs shell slrings, dogs' teeth znd other forms of wealth, This weslth-
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hoarding is reflected in the rank system of the group, as is the ritual
value in the geoups slressing negative translabion, and as attitudes rein-
foroing Lthe system of production are created by the system of distributicn
in the firat type of economy.

Daring his diseussisn of poasitive Lranslation the author remarks on
the existence of agymmetrieal exchange ratios between land apd sea peoples.
Exchangeable goods here tend %o be grouaped in pairs, i.e., a sea-people’s
zood tending to sxchange for a complementary good of the land-people --
fish for taro, limes for betel muts, etc. While Sare may be ecbtained for
lime, with the monopoly on taro and a striet guota on 1ts export, a partie-
wlarily hich price in lime is asked for additlonal tare te coerce the sea-
peaple intn the wearisome preparing of the lime., This arrangement he saye

would bregle dewn with the intradietion of a commoen denocminators

There iz another typs of soonsmy which does not use the negativs
trﬂnslatién nrocess, and in which a distinetive characterislic may function
gither instead of, or togelher with, the pusiéive translation value pattern.
Here the decisive matter is the quanbity of useful objecta, Useful objscts
aye hoarded, and while not excluded from the owner's use, they are not used
in any transactions. This hoard of objecls creaftes what the author calls
nassembly value", a value "transcending” the total smpiricel values of the
chiscta. Together with this Lrapscending assenbly value and reinforcing it
are social values which encoursge the hosrding. "The magical rites are rites
of thrift, and not of fertility". Thus we have the Trobriand mapic to muake
their arpetites peor while the yams rot, and the Protestant virtue of thrift.

There is a slriking relationship between negative translaticn and
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azsembly valus, Both stress a ﬁalue transeending the ampiricai one, and tie
stress on the transcending value iz accomplished by, or made possible by
attitudes negating the empirical value. fccumulation is virtuous, and

gonsumption is conbrary to virtue.

This sreels has tended to deal with Stediner'ts logical system, and may
have obscured his awarsness of the nature of the data which he seeks to
explaine Behind these groupings of values lies the real world., "Subdivisions ®
of this type are constituted by ithe various modes by which people integrate,
claszsify and inter-relate the different groups or categories of objecta'.

The anthor has commented sirongly on the lack of useful comparative
atudisz,. Such as we have ars hazed on outdated material and ahsecure the
problems in terminology that is worse than meaningless. This material ean
anly be explained in terms of a precise and systsmatic frame of reference,

His aim was to mske a comprehensive contribution in this direetion.

Es M. — TOHOHTO
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Comments on Franz Steinerlg *Notes on Comparstive Economics"

Part one; Range oFf SudTecTS.
Pert twos (enerzl charscteristics
Part three;Foints of particuls r merit

Part four; Critical remarks

PAET ONE3 RANGE

1, Mlassifiestion of Reonomiesy The investigation of the economy is

limited to pwimitive and srchaic societies of & siwple class structure
1n'which.hﬁwever. monay méy ke widely used for exchang@ except coln
and pape r money, {pe 112, 1.7 &n money to be interpreted accnrdinglr.)

2., BAxchenges Ty exchenge ithe vice-versa appropristional movement of

obhjects B meant [cnrrEEpondiﬁg to our “first® or operational level
of exchange).fedistribution from & center @ghrecipraeutive gift giving
are comprised under exchamge. (p. 119, 1.36)., Homewver, An exchange
of empirical objects for non-empririeal "transcendent" walues ia
construed here s & [(none-economic) extension of the economic cyecle.
Txchange isnot therefore dependent upon the presence of markets,
whether st "set? or at fluctusting pricesy neither are gainseexing
motives nor higgling-haggling attitudes sasumed,
Far forme of integrstion ¢f. slse "organization of lsoour.”

3, Cetallaetie trind; Of the trade~money-market group of institutions

money-objeets may be said to be central, Fi—ie represented oy g
F A L FlaFesd v 'C#"""L“, .J?.,L]
e pieets {our *quantifiscle unitsa®)

standardized

4 -- o matter of degree attaching either

to useful otjectsbr to treasure objects.
HS5FU e :
Trede is the exchange of objectafor exchangeable utilities or

exchange:d 1e tressure objects {or for the further exchange of Xam

either of the latter for o different useful object{{p.120, bottom),

Fifed = s Al RESE ¥ muc I Pl € PRI

s de, Trey ARE LsEmee. QSR te C{f;]
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Zarter 1s the exchame of useful objects for e her useiul
cbjects, with no higgling implied. (p. 120, bottom)

Herkets sre regular meetings between areas of productive units
with# or without profesuvional negotiation, st reégular intervals, at
Tized prices. (p. 124, 1.20) The term market (ps124, 1.25) should
not cover both {a) regular meetings Yor exchange {ss above), and
(b)) u situetion in whieh uur@igmia deliberately produced forx .
.axehange._garticularlf if *market* fmplies "lawsF of supply snd
_damnnﬂ. Stuinef exeludes the sssumption of prﬁduétiun for the
market, eapeniﬁliy in the farm of cresting surpluses of recognised
iremaurm uhjectl.

Lorket situstiong are defined (p. 120, 1.15) as situstions

whebe "demand eorditions the diatribution® (of, also p. 125, 1.22].
4e Tinances ¥inance iz the exahangfiixchangeable useiul objeetusior
exch: geable trensures -- 2 kind of trade (p. 121, 131,

Our staple finence ss an operstionsl category i diseriminated
sgalnet in favor of "exchange.® His epprosch 1s unfavoursble to
the recognition of gtaple finsnece, since the problems of starnge
nid it s redistribution are different from those of exchange-sequences.
The role of eguivalencies espesially substitutive oneg,in this context
ére ignored, |

Ss FTouivalencies: Under intertribal trade (e.g., lew Guinea, Pel24,

1,33) "more or less ateble” exchange rates are mentioned, not primarily
dependent on laws of supply and demsmd, Price or gquivalency is
el ays related to exchange, not sim to subatitution,

6, Patierns of Integretiony Txchange is credited with gomprising

redistributive and reciprocal patterns (p., 119, tottam), on the

trival and household level, including lsbour organization,
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. Orgepizetion of latour: In the*first type® 5E-primitire gconomy
labour isnot s recognized value§ on thecﬂntrar?, addition of labour
wmay ‘remove' the value of #heathanwise gxchangeable onjact {a.g.,meaf}.

on this level lebour would be orgenized as “"the memherauf the
sook ty IEEDﬂnﬂtﬂxihﬂ ﬂistrihutian by sections of sollidaerity unabling
further production.” [pe 119, 1.44} This is agpl:ed both to goods
.“@ained in & common enterprize and then distributed or gained by
the various iaub-unitu {hu;uehﬁlda and femilies) who distribute
" their surplus.® oJur wmethode of fond_diatributinn" are Qﬁde plvot al
to the ﬁahaur.w ganlzation in the *firat type” of primitive goecletye

Be Prestige Phencmenag These arée trested se criteria of "objescis®

either  treasure or of ritusl velue. The latter sre described
as of transecendent ehasracter, and analogous up to & point 1o agsemily
values, L.¢ss the valuation af guantity beyond the agiregate value
of the uniteo comprised.

Txehange may be accompanied by aplittiﬁg pf the value into &
ritusl value remaining wi th theglver and an empirical value passing

to the recipient. (p. 1224 1430}

PART TW0s GENIRAL Fﬁh?,GTERI TICS

1. This ié&ﬁ aexchange spureech which is limited to the economy

(ef. diaengagement, 5. 122, 1.38}, vet the economy is not presented
as dominsted by the market ingtitution. On tﬂe other hand *exuhange;
ja expanded so0 as almost to comprise the other fomms of integration
(p. 119, bottom).

2., Theauthor ingiste on th@needfnr cumparetlve atuﬂiea based on &

a system of sdequate definitiuna.
3, Hisg definitions are orizaxd Ly nyeratzﬂnal, avoiding implied

normativity. He employs zymbolic notation fer aemanticﬂ.
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4, Teonomistie ussociastions of & peychological or valuational erder
are wveided, such as gainfulness of motives, utiliturian value scales

or competitive attituden,

FART ’.“L‘HHEE; POINTS OF . PAETICULAR MZRIT

1, ¥Yarket situstions are not %o be nssumed, but their oecurrence should
be regarded as dependent upon specific eonditions sueh as the prgsﬁnce
of a genersl isnﬂmina;ar or the incluﬁian of the partners in one

goei ety (p, 124; bottom).

2¢ The putbhor attemit sto determine the factors tle t would izolate the
economic process Irom the non-economic asphere by the ®"disengeaging®

of objectafrom ths eceonomie cyole (p. 123, 1,.37).
d« The appliance of labour to food or ruw mtériala in an early

type of priritive cconomy may "disengage* them from the économic

cyele {p. 12P; l.6), ae when meat loses exchangeabllity when cooked

and prepered for o nmmptlon.

PART FOURy CRITICAL REMARKS
There isa vaguengssz in the use &7 such terms as distribution, trade,
markets, moneéy uses, acoumulation, surplus, e¢quive demand, and

equivalencies, especially as related to otherpatterns than exensnge.

p*ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬁﬂ—ﬁﬁﬁhﬂiﬂ$¥ihﬂt$Qﬂ—iH—%h&—Qﬁ%ﬂ#ﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁ#ﬂcﬂﬂﬂfraﬂ;ﬁﬁfi
The place of producilon snd distribution in the economic process,
as well as the plece of the latter in wociety as s whole remains

indeterminate,



Walter C, Neale

Conments on Steiner on Labor

Stelner saye "labour is any socially inbegrating activity which
1s connected with human gubsisience., . . 8nd which thus [resupposes, orestes,
end recreates social relationships." (p. ML)

1 think the key, and the key %o possible trowble, lies in
ngubsietence." Ferlier (p. 10) labor is sctivity "in sccord with lawe
of, + . society . . + in order to gain .+ + » livelihoed." Steiner
diffeventiates between sctivitdes irrelevent to the group {sports) ana
those which mssure a role in the group, Agreed that economlcs {1sber)
is of the lather sort, But so are many non-economic (end therefore net-
1ahor?) sctivities, Question vemelns of where to draw the 1ine {ol s
borderland march}, In Stelner this is decided in terms of "llveliheod"
or "subsistence.” -

of theas two terms "livelihood" is certainly the betisr since
it hes & greater inclusiveness, "Subsisience® is elther food or food
. smi shelter, but has to be stretched to include beer and china, and
gtretohed much too far -tn incluode mﬁea.and night-club gingers, "Livelihood"
includes these, but setually "liveliheod” is not symonymous with
Mgubgistence® for Steiner's purposes. "Subsistence” defines in terms of
the inmediate prnﬁﬁnt of tho aetivity, while "livelihood" defines in torms
of tho sctivities waich result in the sequisition of subsistence goods.
Thus we arrive at the point where what one does for a "livelihood" is
wlebor”, snd I am afraid thet "livellhood"® becomes iteelf defized in

borms of "labor.”

&



To a large extent the materisl-means-of-wani-satisfaction
definition =olves the problem, for *labor is thet activity wiich prodiuces
the material means.¥ I think one might add "socially integrating®
hofore "activity.”

Phe pesl problem a;ises in regard to "services.® To the
econamlst it is apparent that there are satisfying or useful streams-of~
utility which have ne material embodiment: personal pervices., medical
sdvice, dancing for the enﬁartainm&nt of sthers, The guestion Is when
sre these sconemic services (¥ateh girls?) and when non-sconoule activities
(sermons?) » If it iz integrative activity lesding te livelihood, virtually
every inbesrsilng ectivity becomes economic {1labor) and we reslly have no
particuler ficld of studr. If it is integrative &¢t1fity‘i53%;ea of
subzistence, too much thet would commenly be called labor -- gnd rightly
g0 =« wovld be left out.

| It wme this provles of services (non=materiel means of sstlsfying
wants) which I dealt with in my jrevious note, "The Substaniive Definition
of the Teonomy: Services and Material Weni Sgtisfaction, The diffieulty
has been thet the setivity iteelf is mot cleerly economic or non~economic
{gineing in night-clubs and singing in church) end thal the particular
wanis setisficd are not e¢lesrly ecomomie of non-economic. The latier sporoach
has been atbempbed throvgh erguing that ufiliterien wants (Wlower order of
wants® in Jeven's phrese) are ccenomic, but wante sre pifisical or
psycholozical and while some are plessant and some necessery {in how many
senses?), no satisfactory line has beea drawn (for the peid painter

satlsfies higher aesthetic wanks).



I seems that the answer is to ignore the quality of the
setivity or of the want, and concentrate on the organizing ingtitutions,
Where the service is organised in the same way by the seme institutions
whicth argenise tho provision of material means, %he service is labor and
- lg economie, end this implicitly ineludes the "integrative" ideas,

The difficalty with the Stelner ig related to the difficulty
of the whilitarian school: esch depends on & word ("subsistencet
or "whility") te whick we canmot zive g satisfying definition.



Walter C. Hoesale

Uommsnts on Epelner on Labeor

Stedner sgays "isbor 1s sny apeially integrating activity which
is connected with human subsistanée..a.and which thus presuppomes,
ereates, end recrsztes social relstionships.” (p. 11)

I thing the key, and the key te possible trouble, lies in"sub-
sigtence™, Earlier (p. 10) lsbor ig sctivity "in accord with laws
0frsnesa80ciBty. .. iin order to gain......liveiihood.™ Steiner
a4 fferentiates between activities irrelevant to the group (sporis)
end those which assurs a role in the group. Agreed that esconomics
{labor) is the latter sort. But s¢ are many non-segoncmic (and there-
fore not-lsbor?) astivitles. Question ramains éf wiere to draw the
line (or & borderlend march). In Steiner this is decided in tems of
rlivelihood™ or "subsibience",

07 these two terms "livelihood™ is certeinly the vetter since
it hss a grester inelusivenesza. "Subsistence™ is elither food or food
and shelster, bub has to be stretched to inecliude bveer and ehipa, snd
stratehed much too far to lneclude movies and night-club singers.
"Livelihood® includes these, but actually "livelihood™ is not eynony-
mous with Pzubsistence" for Bhteiner's purposes. "Subsistence™ deflnes
in terms of the immediate product of the metivity, whille "livelihood"
defines in terms of the aetivities which result in the acguisition of
zubslstonce goods. Thus we arrive at the point where whal one does
for & "livelihood™ iz "lzbor®, end I am =fraeld that "livelihood®

becomes itself defined in verms of "iabor®.



To giderge extent the materisl-mesns-of-want-satisfaetion
definition solves the problem, Tor "laborM™s that setivity which
procuces the materisl means." I think one might sdd "socielly intesz-
rating® beforse "setivity".

The real problam arises in FEﬁﬁr& ta "serviees™, Tb the ananﬂmiah
it is apparent that there are satlafylng or useful stranns—@fuunility
which kawe no matarial ambo dimen t1 persan&l serviuaa, medical advies,
dancing for the &ntertainment of othersz. The queation iz when are these
gconomic servioces {Hatah girls?} and whan non-gcononi @ aetivities
(cormems®). I 1% is 1nmgmtiw au‘hiﬂtﬁr lesding to livﬂihcmd, virtu-
ally every 1ntegrating aetivity becomes ecopomi¢ (labor) amd we really
have no partimular field of study, IT it is integrative aoti?itylin
the area of subsiastemce, too muech that would cammanly be oelled lsbor -
end rightly so - would be lef't out. _

It was this problem of services {mon-matsrisl mesmns of satisfying
ﬁwnts} which I dealt with in my previous note, "The Substentive Defin-
ition of the Eeomonmy: Services end Eﬂterial Want Satisfaction®™. The
diffieul by haa bsen that the activity itself is not clearly aconomie
or non-economic (singing in night-clubs and singing in uhuréh}'anﬁ

haﬁ the particular wemis satisfied are not clesrly economie ar.nonﬂ
egonomice, The latter epproach has been &ttamptaa through arguing that
utilitariam wants { "lower order of wants™ in Jevon's phrase} are
economie, bul wants are physieal or paychologieal and while some are
pleasént and some necessary {(in how many semses?), no satisfactory
line has been drswn (for the paiﬁ painter satiafiethighﬁr aesthetic

wantsa).
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It sesms that the anower iz %o igni:rré. the quality of the activ-
ity or of the went, and coucenirste on the orgsnizing institutions. Whers
the serviee is organized in the same way by the same institutions whieh
organize the provision of material meens, the servies ig labor snd is
economi¢, emd this implicitly includes the "integrative® ides. .

The aiffieulty with the Steiner is relatsd to the aifficulty
of the utilitarien school: each depends on a word {"Bubsistence® or

"utility"} to which we cunnot zive a satisfying definition.
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TDear Dr. Polanyi:

Enclosed the note. 1've been off camplng with my son &
g0 have not read the Behamnan-Stelner, although I dld start it
Barbara read it & says It 1ls good.

v s
ALl the Jest,

ot
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Prof. Fehammen providsd us with baekground materisl about Stelner

: W
the men. Stbiner, late lasturer W Ggelal
rad é‘;— Yin frra {Ll&lﬁ

i, throgelogy,, Oxford, wEas

e e e = - s P B, =

Pn.D. in lisgulsticz. He wss = man of excentional abllity and eruditiorn
a poet who studlsd axd tesogab soclal snthro=clogy ‘o o llwvslihood.
fig wedor terc ir sntbronclogy was his sesearch on labour -- labour
averywhers in all types of socletles -- how it woa viewsd, how
prganized, the divislon of lehour, etc.

Steiner's orizin® mermscript and all the relatad notes wers los=t
im a irein, but the authar had reconatrucbsd a part af hiz matarial
mefore his deoth. Some of this, dealing with zlavery s forih-
coming in s book being preparsd by Dr. Fehannan. fnfertunatsly the
matseial will be much sbridged -- not by Dr. Eohannan's wishes, huat
bagsizse of the reguiraments of Steirla:-is literary axescubors.

3tpiner denied that thers -nfh suah .J.hingi as sconoalic relatlion-
ghipz. There are only =o¢lal mglatlonahins. Heonomiss ccrn ho mors
be eompared I1r economiszts’ terms. than systena of jurisprudsnee can
Fe discusced in lawyars! terms. Such aspschs of @pclety can only
be diszuased by the i-atltuticnsl method.

Dr. Gohammen then wenk on to discuss his fleld work among the
Tiv people which had besn greabtly inflnenced by Steiner through
dlscussions during trins home from the fleld. The basic reauisite Cfor
anthropolozy fleld ressarch is speficiency in the langeage of the
people. With the language the researcher ean séarch for his dets, amd
ror the concepta akout whish they organize thair lives, and thean for
the conespta oboul which he, ab appond ramove, cEn organizs his views.

The Tiv, a shbslstence agrleultursl psonlé in the PBerus Yallsy




=
of Wortharn Yigaria, orgsnize a large osrt of their lives aboat the
farm, and in farm terms of raference., Another key crganlzling sphers
1s ths "kasos", tha market. “Hagoa" signiflcantly would ssem to be
a crader's word, being used by various tribes aver aa far as the
Swahili of ths western 3udan.

Tan the U'iv, "kazaa" has many ramifications, btut the two princlpsal
nsages rafer to g non-sconoele social Imatlitution and to a apacifieslly
scononic exchenga institution invelving sghslstence goods.

In the former scocisl sspsct the merkst 1a o mesting place for
gll sorts of disagresments which are seltled by the autharilties. Up
kribal marginal sress fribes may mingle undsr the peaceful susplced
of the markst me-gle. Oroups of people st war may send repressntstlves
to a nscbral market te mest under the peace of the market.

fhe seonomice aspect of thé market functions slmost entlrely
within the subzlstence sphere of Lhe ecomomy, and ‘& replacing ths
older schara of weciprocative glft-glving between kin-grouss. The
individusl merket 1= = unit in s asystem of Fesdsr markets in which
items may move inte a big central markst and then out te other unita.
In this murket Liey do butcher czbtle, nct tholr own, tut animsls bhought
from outside.

The 1w have thres indigenous sconomie spheres: {1) food, native-
mods cloth, and pots; (2) Sleves, s=azile, brazs rods, and tugudu cloth;
and (1) Rights in women. ‘hese apheres are ranked in orcer of mrastigs.
The brazs roda have an sckrowledzed exchange walue. Dr. BEohannan
doubis that the Tiw need to btoke bross rods o marked dexpitc their
assertions, and sugmests that thay may have taken yams. The braas
rekbrina 1ts exchongs value when meds Into crpaments.

Money, Introduzed recently, has broken down the cuatomary barriers
batwesn ths indlgenons sphares, with the reanlt that the Tiv are

aow =-1ling to much of their wery food to exporting tradera, and the
price of bridss iz eorrespondingly Inflated.

Dr. Foharnnan provoked an enthustastic theoretical discusalon
gmong the group by hiz =ageestlon that the Tiv mlght ba viswed In terms
of a "nacessary distribuzion” of goods and serviees, of nrestige, and
of women with the relationa between persons balug debarainad by their

' to objects. He suggested tnst while thiz does

ralation or "cethexls'
nol provide an ewplanation of hew the distribution is arranged, how it

havpsns, still 1t coes provide o “rumework,which no othsr theory does.
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Prof, Polenyl angrssted slternesively that we nlght regerd thse
geonomy 28 an inatitntlonallgzed process with mermansnse and unity.
The sconomy might be separated from the rezt of sociaty In terms of
Stelasr s "¢isengagsnent.” Further, he suggested that the meening
of "eethexis" m?ZEt be imeluced within our "sporopristienal movements"
which covsrs all posslhble aoTrotationa of acoromlc reletions of peraocns
%o thinga.

Frof. Arensberg observad that thiz leaves all tne whn and ths

what of the reletions to the snthropologlats.

2:30 p.m., Mey 28, 1557.

The afternoon ssasion began st 2830 p.m. Ur. Folenyl, in tha
c¢heir, geve g brief falk illusireting Crom his material savaral toples
on which the worl of Stelner and Schannen ssemed likely to shed
sgnaidershls iight. Aftsr a brisf discusslon of the defilnitlonz of
money-uses, cguivelenciss and patterna of integretion, in order to
famlliarizs FPref. Pohanpnan with the coneestual background, Frof. Polenyi
fook up the data or elite clirculation and & sonfiguration of relatad
inztitutions -- poor man's money, poor man'a merkets, ranking of
purreney, money a2 en oparational device, &tc.

Hlite eirpulaticon 178 tha excharga of itaems of & certaln growp of
pretige goods oaly for other itema of the ssme group, snd taking
placs only smong a cerisln select group of persons. This altwation
has sppesred braadly in archaic socletlss, wilth the outatanding
example belng the large mowvamente of gold Tfrom Grossus to the
Alemeonida.

Kt the other end of the scale thers ava a faw rara but inportant
hita of svidence that there has bssn in certain pleces at cartaln
timea "poor men's monsy', used for ths purchase of poor man's food.

Tbn Batubsh recorda shet in Gogo in She i th century there wWers two &

non-interchangsable

kinda of morey: thick iren wirea for the purchase of superior goeds,
and tain iron wires for which ouly meat [ppor mon'e food in Gogn) and
firewood ecould be aequirsed. The thln wires could buy nothing slse,
tut nothing elae could buy mest and fireweod. EBarrett, a British
offieial in Ormuz in rosords two different lengths %o the &1l -=
ona for maeguring rine clobhs, and snother two—thirds == long asgain

for messuring the poor man's chesp cloth.
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Over vast areas of space and time poor man's markets have
functiened In which only the poor obiained their feood in return for
poor man's money. Thiz would seem to have been the “irst functlon of
the market. OSome zources sugpeat that the Hing peve cowries to the
voor,  Further scouress suggest tast the Eing may send oxen to tha
Mariet to be alaughtarsd for the poor. While the dsta cennot produce
pozitive eonclusiona, there 1o overwholming evidence 8f the governmunt's
2oncarn with ths peeplsas' food in the markshb.

The topic of money Inecludes the nse of money objects az opsreclionsgl
davices in whien thov gavwe athsr purnoses than thelr specilically
motey nis. Bxchange of goods nayry bs mesaursd by each men counbing
hiz goods in terms of the other'sz, Thus gagualtlity iz malntaingd ctep-by-
step to the conslusion of tha ow rall transaction. ZEzekiel 27 aays
tht they reckoned n goods. Aristotle uses tho Lermastolchosand

{per and Idmit).

Frof. Feolenyl concludad with a =suggestdemed maezkion for
Sl
HRAT:; "In vhat siltustiona do we find prices but no markeb?”

frol. Fearson teed off o discuszsior on the methodclogical
implicaticns of the Steiner papenr. I1f we are interssled in comparativa
and developmental 2tudiss, ouwr main intereat in Steiner would bénhis
treatmental prestiges cireuletlon and InstitonEions. Ha rontrasted Steiner's
firet, ¢loeed gubalstence esconomy ﬁith hisz zacond which booadenz inte
eguiralencies, exchenge of orestlge foods, ebe., and seema to focus on
tne relstlon kmkmsam of nrestizs factors with the subsizisence sconouy.
Ths apaaker has already dome some work desling with prestige lnatltut-
ions as mobilizers, setting in motlen sconomic aetivity, and suggestad
that further enlightermment might cone Crom furthsr investlgatlon
Into the rroblen of ths extent to which prestige alone {i.a., lovolvlng
no guid pro aquo) ecan command the resources and services of others.

Steirer ia relevant to an old problem of #r. Hazard's -- how Go
deal with the inter-linking of the prestige and avhstienes sectors and
yeb differentinte between them. I% would be marvellous to find a sharp
border, but Mr, Tugard ssalgns a low rating to the prabebilitiss, IFor
example, he smaked, doed ths potlateh handle the local and gppropriational
feptur=zz of both the fesats and narmal avery-day congumptlon? Farther,
regarding preatigs institutlona, Hr. Hpgard suggesied that the -ower

of the chief smong the Forth West Indians may not be a fixed institut-
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lonalized thi;g rizing out of the chisftainshiz mlone. It mey in fect
be depsndent to a consldearable degrse on the ﬁersanal attributea of the
individual, srd ths willingnas= af hia supportersz.

Mr. Hazard ineluded soms obiter dicte en problsms of contradictory
cvildencs, suggzestlrg some possitle explanatlona. Whils there may be a
Tfundemsnital milsunderstanding on the pert of one of some of the cobservsra,
it may, oslternatively, be that the albetensents come from dlffarent perloda
of history [cf. the cataclysmic changss on the Horth West Loast}. Yoo,
the infermatlon may have come from pareons of different rank.

Prof. Talanyl suggested thet conflicting statemenbs may =lso come
irom the 3ama pergon spealing inm different rolea. Hs added scme remerks
on the asemingly sguivoecslz pesition of sersons in positions af graeet
prestige or power. It often zeemsz that their visws of thelr station
brand them az consummate liara (ef. Stacy's masumption that ths monorehy
of Dahomer wes a purely Hachlevellisn device for the bedafilt nf-tha
femily.) & more reasomable Cirst aporoximatien might be to state the
reveras probabllity -- that they ars el} zineera -- and then cualify
thiz poziftion.

Ths group returnsd toe the topic of Steiner on prasztige and wealth
ard how to sccounmt Tfor weslth. Bxehange beiween oblects of equsl stetus
pgm never produce a surplus. Stelner may have made a contritutlion by
providing fm theoreticsl scheme for the sxchange of cbjescts ol rank
élfferences which may allow for capital accwmulaticn.

Frof. Arensterg maye an sxsmole of capltal accumnlatlon in the
religious sphere Ffrom Robertson Smith's vlews on the development of
shrinas 1n ., Prom this Prof Aramsberg mentionad the posaiblllty
thst eanitnl secumulation in the form of certeirn kinds of publle works

may ariss from = kind of emotionsz]l spontonesus mase actlion.
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