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15. HOW ARE JUVENILE OFFENDERS DEALT WITH?

There are no Juvenile Conrts, like those which exist in
Fneland

Chitdren nnder 19 vears may not be tried before a Conrt. If
they commit any wroneful act thes may he brought before one
of the Commissions for Juvenile Cases. The Commission is
not o ndicial tribune, coneerned primarily with the offence,
but 2 rather an educational body, eoncerned with the child’s
welfore,  Only measores of a2 medico-educational character

By .||1'|E:--r'k. no puismments bemme nflered

The Commission considers the reasons, personal and social,
i‘i'l :-Iu" |I|'r!l||1|::||'|:|r'l.'|. ”r'1 |||' l':.lliF"i .lr.-ii_ £1] Illa'l.l !IH.H;!'!_ ll"‘l'illr“n T'p']"l_.‘-'l_l
shall be done, with a view to ecorrecting any undesirable ten-
deneies o the child, and providing a proper environment in
which the child can develop,

The provision of proper adult =upervision, placing a child
urwler another cuardian, making arraneement for education,
and for voeational training, medical treatment, the |'-‘.‘rlT.";_~;:.-;|I‘|.
ol enltural .-g.}l-.r?::nili-'an.l pre-aonony the messares that LY b

||.]|||'I by g Clommiission for Juvenile { 'm

Youne personz (e need 16-13) who commit offeness are
dealt with in the same courts which try adults (i.e. aged 18
upwards). Thuz a boy or girl of, say, 17, canght stealing
woulkd he summoned to appear before the People’s Court. (I
is interesting tonotethat one of the ehiet ohjects of our Juvenile
Court system is provide a friendly and mformal atmosphere
for the trial of voung offenders | precisely such an atmosphere
prevails in the People’s Courts at all times, whether the aceused

7 a youngster or an adnlt.)

16. DOES JUVENILE DELINQUENCY PRESENT A
PROBLEM IN THE U.5S.R.? HAVE WAR CON-
DITIONS AFFECTED THIS IN ANY WAY?

Before the war, juvenile delinquency had ceased to be the
serions problem which it had been in the years immediately
following the 1914-17 war, the revolntion and the vl War

b1




In that period an cnormous tisk faced the Soviet anthorities,
Y ounge !H-l-'-prr and children, in very large numbers, wandered
about in uangs committing every conceivable crime, from
petty thieving to robibery with vielenee, rape and murder,

The problem of recleiming these voung hoohigans was solved
by means of the now fumous laboor communes, with spr aial
Efllph-'hb upon education and the mewleation of B sense of
social responsibility,

Juvenile delinguency had therefore become no mere than a
temporary problem. L dividual cvases naturally arose, but
juvenile delinguency on a mass seale had ceased 1o exist and
with the inerease in education— not only of the children them-
selves but also of parents—and the improved facilities in the
way of schools, eréches, marsery schoels, ele, it was in the

Jprieess of heing aholished as a soeial nroblem.

Mo siatistica are available to ghow the ioHeet of war conditions
i relation to this question. It s clear, hiowever, that thev have
oiven rige to new problems.

War orplians abound, In the arens that have suffered Nazi
ocoupation many voulig children have livid through expericnees
even more terrible than these which c¢reated the juvenile
problem of the early Soviet vears.  Others have lived and fought
with the puerilla bands, 4 hard and precarious life, ill-suited to
children of tender wears. The problem of reclaiming these
many children is already being tackled, bot it will no doubt
provide mmch educational work of a special kand for years to
COETTHE.

17. WHAT IS THE SOVIET ATTITUDE TO THE
QUESTION OF " WAR CRIMINALS " ?

The Soviets base their attitude on the agreed Allied  Declara-
tion on Atrocities,” following the Moscow Conference of
November, 1943 +—

© At the time of the granting of any armistice to any
Government which may be set up in Germany, those
German officers and men and members of the Nazi party
who have heen responsible for or have taken a eomsanting
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The decision regarding payment of fees is not taken until
after the conclusion of the case.

Muximum fies to be charged by lawvers for varions ty pes of
legal work are laid down by the Peaple’s Commissar of Justice.
These are in all cases very maoderate az compared with lawyers’
fees in many ecapitalist countries and having regard to wage-
levels in the Soviet Union,

29. DO THE SOVIETS HAVE A SYSTEM OF * GASE
LAW " ?

Clase law does not occupy the position m the Soviet Union
wlhich it does in England, where a rigid system of © precedent ™
enEnres= the Ililltjiil'lj_' it Hpron emr conrts of Inﬁﬂ'thﬁl}'uil‘rEdEd
HHEEE,

Advantages attnibuted to our system of case law are that it
makes for ©* certainty ' as to what the law is, and it enables the
courts to apply consistently the same legal principles in all cases
that come up for decigion. How are these clearly desirable
objects achieved 'E_J:,.- the Soviet courts

Constant review of cases decided in their courts 1= carried
out by Soviet judges; similarly, review on a higher level,
namely in the Supreme Courts, 15 carried out in relation to the
decisions of lower tribunals. . The Procurators also have the
duty of keeping the decisions of the courts constantly Lllli:l*'*l‘
review. All these reviews are conducted in close so-operation
with the Soviet institutes of law and also judges frequently
seek the advice of these bodies on particular points with which
thev have to deal,

Finally, all bodies of persens in any way affected by or
interested in particular legal points and court decisions, such as
trade unions, local sovicts, ete.. are consulted and discuss these
matters.

The result is a thorough ventilation of all views that may be
helpful, and the Procurators and the high judicial crgans are
I a position to issue directions to the courts as to how various
matters are to be dealt with. Thus the advantages of & system
of * ease law " are obtained without the serions disadvantage
which naturally results from the somewhat mechanical applica-
tion of n rigid system of precedents.
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M. SOVIET COURTS AND LEGAL
INSTITUTIONS

30. WHAT COURTS EXIST IN THE SOVIET UNION?

Most cases come before the @ E'l*l:l'lii_!'h Courts.” These fine-
tion 11 all parts of the Soviet Union, each court having
jurisdiction within a certain district. The government of
each Republic fixes the number of People’s Courts and pres-
cribes the distriet to be coverad by each.

Crimes such as murder, assault, robbery and breach of dity
by government officials are dealt with by these courts; as well
as petty thieving, tax offences and other less heinous offences.

Above the I"E‘ﬂlﬂ[-'& Courts come the Courts of Regtons and
other territorial areas within the Union Republics. and the g~
Euprvmr_ Courts of Autonomons Hepublhics.

These try serious eriminal cases which directly involve the
state, such a8 stealing public property and serious breaches of
dl.lT._‘-' I}:_ﬁ' officials, They also hear iL;':I!H'H.!!- against decisions of
People’s Courta.

The Supreme Courts of the various Union Republic: come
next in the scale, They supervise the work of the courts helow
them by hearing appeals, and also trv certain serious erimes.

The highest court is the Supreme Court of the Soviet Union,
which, m addition to supervising the judicial activities of all
other tribunals, hears charges of treason and other serious
erimes agninst the state,

Special eourts also exist —military tribunals, railway line
eourts* and water transport line courts—to deal with crimes
particularly affecting these special matters. Appeal lies from
their decisions to the Supreme Court of the Union.

s

* opecial military tribunals were =d wp in April, 1943 5 deal with the
reiliays and o decres of the Suprems Soviet anmounced that all offences cum-

fﬂsd on roilioays would be dealt with by them, in accordanee aeith war-ime
T
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31. HOW ARE JUDGES APPOINTED ?

Appointinent is by demoeratic eleetion. Judges of the
Supreme Court of the Soviet Union are elected by the Soviet
 purlinment "—the Supreme Soviet, to serve for a term of
five yvears,

Similarly, the Supreme Soviet of each Repnblie elects the
juidges of the Supreme Court of the Hepublie, and the judges of
the other territorial units within the Roviet Union are also
elected by the respective Soviets.

People’s Judges are elected not by the local soviets but by the
ordinary voters in the district in which the People’s Court func-
tions.  The term of office is three years,

32. DO THE SOVIETS HAVE A JURY SYSTEM?

soviet courts do not have juries as we know them. The
object of the jury system—trial by one’s fellow-citizens—is
achieved, however, in a different way.

Ordinary men and women, who are not professional lawyers,
nre elected to sit on the bench side by side with trained judges.
Such persons are called ™ people’s assessors.” When elected
their names are put on a panel and they are ealled upon, in the
arder in which their names appear, to do their conrt work for
ten days at a time.  Two assessors sit with one judge,

A man or woman may one day be werking in a factory or
mine, or on & farm or in a hospital, and the next day may find
him in eourt helping to solve the problems and deal with the
misdoings of his fellow citizens.

Most of the work of people’s nssessors is of conrse performed
in the People’s Court—where the majority of cases are heard —
but they sit in the higher eourts too. They do not, however,
take part in the hearing of appeals from lower courts, and
cerfain crimes of an exceptional kind are heard v profes<ional
Jurdges sitting without assessors,

33. HOW ARE PEOPLE’S ASSESSORS ELECTED?

In the same way, and by the same bodies of electors, as the
yudges with whom they are to work.
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: B rh v oteotad loealic
Thus asscssors for the People's ( qurts ar :.lu.{ i u!. “-fh- ¥
Lepublic Supreme Uourt are chosen

arsessors to it in a Union I
:'|,:||_:|. =i 1

by the Supreme Soviet of the Repmblic coneernis,

34. WHAT ARE THE POWERS OF THE PEOPLE’'S
ASSESSORS ?

The full-time judge acts s the chairman of the court, bt '[.ln'
pr:ﬂ'rp]:.'-’.u asseasors have equal suthority with him in taking
derisions in relation to cases which they hear. Thl,l'"". if the
two people’s assessors disagree with the chairman, their view
prevails over his.

35. DOES NOT THE SYSTEM OF PEOPLE'S ASSESSORS
MAKE FOR “ROUGH JUSTICE " ?

On the contrary, the system appears to work In A ]ughly.'(__

satisfactory way.

Experience in many spheres—iiot only in the Soviet Union
has shown that where work has to be done under the vigilant
eye of the publie, by persons who hold their pesitions only hy
reason of public confidence. it is nsnally done woll.

Furthermore, the Soviet system of nomination and t‘ll"-:.‘l‘-]rfl:l
tends to place only the most worthy ai wd smitable persons in

responsible positions,

Citizens elected to the important position of people s assessor
are. moreover, given facilities for legal education to assist them
in carrying out their duties.

36. WHAT QUALIFICATIONS ARE NECESSARY FOR
A JUDGE?

N ial qualifications are prescribed by law.  Any person,

mﬂ;ﬁma?n, who has electaupr:i rights* is eligible for election

as & judge.

* Electoral righls are enjoyed by all eitizens of the U.S.8.14. who have reached
the age of 18 years, iffup!ﬂl'-ﬂynj race and nalionality, relvpon, Iﬂ:rfur:ar.uﬂﬂ!'
qualifications, residence, social origin, properly status or pst achiviy. Ondy
insane persons and persoms deprived of their alectoral rights by @ cowrl of punish.
mend for @ creme are excluded.

is

- a"-"_-’-——--n-—--r— T —

a2

[his does not mean that persons without any knowledge of
w are elocted to judgships.  Preference is naturally given to
men and women with the best training and e Eth

”i”l r]‘”meHUﬂ of candidates for this office and in the actual
ElRoTIoNns,

It does mean, however, that judicial office—like any other
position of trust in the Soviet Union—is Open to every citizen
'r'-’IrLI'- makes himself fitted to hold it and who has the confidenee
of hiz follow ecitizens. BExperience as a people’s assessor, for
vxample, may convinee a person that he is suited to jtlrfitiml
work ; if his fellow citizens are of the same opinion. he mav he
clected to a people’s judgship. | | .

It must be remembered, too, that continuous educational
facilities are pl!‘uru'_h-d 1or leIg{'!-' as well as for th t.[-ai“ing
ta be judges—and all have the duty to make nse of them.

37. MAY ANY PERSON PUT UP FOR ELECTION
JUDICIAL OFFICE ? o

1 No. uh‘f’””“-:lt-llﬂh for election to a judgship. as to any office
n the Soviet Union must be Iuj,- 4 [J'Lll}h,c bodv of citizens, e
i trade nnion, the workers on a collestive farm. a Communist
I’:]"t.l'- crgamniant lon, o enltural .‘-jf‘H'Ili-'_'t}.'. the members oEa mﬂif.ﬂ.l"‘l,.'
tmnit, ;

38. HOW ARE JUDGES PAID?

Full-time judges are paid salaries. Ordinary citizens sitting
4= people’s assessors are paid their wages in full for the period
of their service in court—if they are not wage-earners (e.g.
writers] they are paid expenses, to compensate them for the
time spent on this public work.

3. CAN A JUDGE BE REMOVED FROM OFFICE ?

Election of a judge is for a fixed period—five years, or, in the
case of a People’s Court judge, three years—and he holds this
office for the full period provided he performs his functions
Harlt.iﬂf.!b{‘tﬂl'i]j"

If, however, in the opinion of the electors who appointed him,
i _11_1{7115 fails to carry out his duties satisfactorily, he may be
I :
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The right to recall a person elocted to any office 1< 4 fonda-
mental prineiple of Soviet democracy.

v hold othiee, however, are im_h-ir-=1uiu-||1

Judges, as lt}llﬂ HES tlu-_ ; ; |
and subiect only to the law, e, can b -|+t|m:-h.1 «] r_nn]} for offences

committed against the law and ky proper legal process,

40. HOW IS A VACANCY IN A JUDGSHIP FILLED ?

]F the j_llfh_'l' of a J“!‘n}rll'--l ot clies or vaoralas "EI:EII'II' Or 1K
recalled a new election to fill s place must !u_- 11.--];-1[ u'l‘:i'.lll twi
months., Thia 1= arranged by the Commssariat of Justice

In the ¢ase of o vacaney in any otler court, it is hlled by the
dleetinn of a new judge at the next regular sesston ol the Boviet
soncerned, €., of the Supreme Soviet if the vacaney ocours in
the 511pﬂ‘[!11".{14hill"-_. af the Begional Soviet if it oceurs in the
Regimal Court. ,

41. WHAT HAPPENS IF THE JUDGE OF A PEOPLE'S
COURT 1S ABSENT?

If the absence is temporary, the court carrivs on, one of the
Tu}uph-”u aasessars acting a= the indee, ie. the chairman of thi
herich.

47. HAVE NON-RUSSIAN NATIONALITIES EQUAL

RIGHTS BEFORE THE LAW?

There is no domination by the Russians over other nationali-
tics i the Soviet Umon.

All persons, of whatever race, nationality or colour have
equal rights in all spheres of Soviet life.  (Nee also fhresteon 1))

An important =ign of complete national liberty is the right
to use the national languape in all the activities of the people.
Thus, Soviet law provides that all judicial proceedings mnst be
in the language of the place where the court is.
least 180 different nationalities in the U.8.8.R.)

Any citizen finding himself before a court whose language he

does not know must be given every opportunity to acquaint

20
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himself with all the material appertaining to the case through
an interpreter.  He e aleo entitled to speak in the court in his
awn language,

These logal provisions help to ensure eguelity between the
different peaples, but of course the fundamental reason for
national equality in the Soviet Union 18 the absence of economie
cxploitation of the working classes by another class and of
national mimoritics by a dominant nationality. It should be
noted, also, that the various nationalities have politieal repre-
sentation i the ||[_:1|:-'.--‘| organs of the government of the
NS5 R, through the Counedl of Nationalities (ope of the two
chambers of the Soviet © parhament -—the Supreme Soviet).

= Recommended reading @ Peoples of the Soviel [lnion,
by D. G, Waltan (6d.).

43. WHAT ARE COMRADELY COURTS?

Comradely Courts are not strietly part of the judicial system.
They are an instrument of the people creatod to deal with minor
hreaches of the commeonly accepted miles of good behaviour
amndd to assist the smooth functioning of social relationships.
A eomrades’ court may be set up at any time and in any place,
for example in a workshop or on a farm or 1n an army barracks,
to * try 7 a person accused of some ant l-social aot, e rudeness,
latenesr for work or drunkenness, or to sottle some minor
dispute.

The judge is eloeted an the spot from the body of the electors,
his funetien being similar to that of a chairman of a meetinge.
The matter is thrashed out, any persons present making their
contributions if they wish, and sentence is imposed—it may
e a small fine, or a public rebuke, or a direction to make
amends m some woay for the offence committed. Thereupon
the court is dissolved and the judge’s tenure of office comes to
an cnd.

44. DO THE SOVIETS HAVE A
JUSTICE " ?
Yes—the People's Commissar of Justice of the Soviet Union.
Each Republic, too, has its own Commissar of Justice, who
works in co.uoperation with the Commissar of the U.8.8.H.

2L
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The Commissar of Justice i= in charge of the legal system and
is & member of the highest executive and administrative organ
of the state—the Council of People’s Commisaars

45. WHAT IS THE PROCURATOR?

The Procurator of the 17.8.8.R. i3 the highest law officer in
the country. Each Rv]mf:frr. Territory and Region alzo _]'|r|.t-'
a Procurator, l'l.":'ljhf‘lﬂ!-%l.h]l‘ to the Procurator of the Soviet Union.

It is the duty of the Procurator to exercise supreme super-
vision over the strict execution of the law by all institutions
taking part in its administration.

This involves watching trials—both eivil and eriminal—and
intervening if state interests are invelved ; imifiating reforms ;
taking steps to ensure that the laws relating to penal institutions
are enforeed ; considering eomplaints from prisomers, ete.

The Procurator also carries out the important duties of
Public Prosecator, whose funetion it is to initiate eriminal
proceedings and, where necessary, conduet them on behalf of
the state.

46. HOW ARE THE PROCURATORS APPOINTED?

The Procurator of the U.8.8.R. is appointed by the Supreme
Soviet (or " parliament V') of the Soviet Union, a term of seven
VeaTs.

The Procurators of the various Republics and other areas
within the Union are appointed by the Procurator of the
U.B.8.R., for five years.

47. ARE LAWYERS STATE EMPLOYEES?

No. The legal profession is independent. Each big town
and every important region in the Soviet Union has its local
“bar,”” known as a " collegium,” governed by an elected
Executive Council.

A number of lawyers work together in each lawyers' office
and p-ool the fees received—which are then divided between

viment: of expenses), on the basis of their respec.
tive nl.:lll experience and the work dene by each.

22

s

Each collegium, through its Executive Council, controls the
professional conduct of its members, but the Commissariat of
Justice exercises a general supervision over the profession.

48. WHAT ABOUT THE 0.G.P.U.?

The O.G.P.U.* no longer exists. It wis a Government
department which dealt with a number of important matters
relating to the security of the state., It had both administra-
tive and judicial functions.

Serious crimes endangering the state and the economic
system upon which it was based came within the purview nl'
this department. In relation to such matters it had * police ™
functions, both seeret and open, and also _]ur]Hm] powers—
suspected persons were tried before the judicial “ colleginm ™

r tribunal, of the O.G.P.U., which had power to impose the
death sentence.

One of the most notable achievements of the 0.G.P.U. in the
administrative sphere was in eonnection with prison reform.
The famous penal settlement at Bolshevo, which has amazed
the world by its success in the reform of criminals, was fonnded
and maintained by the 0.G.P.U. So were other similar settle-
ments, Similarly, the O.G.P.U. is entitled to much of the
credit for the trinmph of the Soviets over their formerly serious
problem of juvenile delinquency, for it created the educational
labour communes where good citizens were made out of the wild
yvoungsters who were sent there, These facts are little known.

Since July, 1934, there has been no 0.G.P.U.

Like other Soviet institutions, when the need for it no longer
existed, it was abolished. The greater security of the state,
and the wider democracy created by the efforts of the Soviet
peoples, made possible important changes in the Soviet state
gtructure.

* The initials stand for ©* Uneon State Political Administration.”

t So much hoy Been written and soid about the terror of the 0.6 F. 1. that
i# worlA while recalling these facts, although this depariment no lorger exists.
True, stern measured were needed against the enemizs of the revelution, who kad
once plunged Ruseia indo covil war and would have done of again ¢ the OGP U.
Jaithfully carried cul its tazk of protecting the Soviet slate, and the newly-swon
lberfies of the pﬂﬂp{ﬂ from such enemaea. There has besn much gross dis-
tortion. of ita rdle in this respect on the part of andi-Soviel propagandiats.
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The Peoples Commissarint for Internal Affairs ”"_"H"' “
Office ') now performs the police and other .-|:L':Ji=-|i‘i='f"' |

functions of the former O.G.P.U. Ttz judicial funetions were
}.-..,||-|||||- 3 the kind I

handed over to the ordinary courts,

previously dealt witi by the O.G.F.Ll. now eome hetore the i
Military * Colleginm ™ {or divizion) of the Supreme Court. : Ready J v, 1945
49. CAN FOREIGNERS BE TRIED IN SOVIET COURTS ?
Yes, as in most countries \ny person doing any act w hich THE
i:-i LY |L1TI e 0 ||-| I :""--'.;-" |-'|"-' [ |'L-'1! I'.'| '||'|i-.::-“l by
Soviet courts, Onaly persons enjoyving diplomatic 1mmunity 1 A TO Z
are protected.

50. WHAT ABOUT THE FAMOUS “ POLITICAL" T

‘f;".:- S -1 '|, 1} |I':l L !"]H T Bvlri=Esla e II:.-;.!-u |_|J
el aath of treadiery sgainat theic Sovier UnioN

per=ons who ||Ir; committed acts o [earhery ArLinst i
country and who were tricd wnder the ordinary law of the 3
Criminal Code and by the normal procedure. : ;
ILITHLT 1 | 1 1 B AIILE}: FAGE
UTILU' _|'I. b ,.] Irage . ]rl ieal tria 15, 10 B Sess, Afpro-
rriate (because *-_ul_'l_ 14 I_:'I.'i. detendants held 1m PorLannt ||--r'_-'iJ|'.I.| l!-

nositions and their oriunes wero conneeted  with ]"i']ili-:'al
: -

intrignes and therefore had pohitic  sipnificanes), nevertheless
it has been widely nsed by anti-soviet pr pagandists in order A comprehensive pocket-
to create the impression that these were not propc eriminial size booklet giving in a
trials at sll but merely the ounteome of political 7 differences. el fomamtl Dok
The trials of Zinoviev, Kamenev and others (1926) ; Piatakov, i and figures on practically
Radek and L'rhrrx (1937) ; and Hnl-. iarin and others (103%), cvery aspect of Soviet
convieted of various erimes such uas treason |=c|1:u|t.-,;._:-u_ ASANS- Life and Policy.
gingtion and aut !TII.IT.“Ii .Lh-r--u nation, sabotage, were no more—
and no less—" E:ﬂ]!tlt“"[] triale than the trials of the murdercrs
and traitors at Krasnodar and Kharkov in 1943, or the trials -}
of the Vichyite collaborators in France in 1044, or for that '
» matter the treason trial of Sir Rager Cazement in England in

Obrainable from rthe
Russia Today Publications

1916 for  adhering to the King's enemies within the empire of
e 150, SourEamrroN Row
3 Lonpon, W.C.1
The truth is that Soviet law was strong enough and vigilant .- (post 1d. extra)

enough to deal with their wonld-be quislings before they had an
opportunity to complete their plans and sell their country to

the Nazi enemy.
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