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Letter from Berlin Leaving West Geyrmany., we drove tgﬁthe Helmstedt cross-
by Roll Meyetrsohn inz, where we had to fill out two sets of papers, one

a transic viea application {for 10DM per adult, free

for the children)}, Lhe other 8 statement about how much
currency we carried; an additicnal 5DM charge for using the autobahn (in West Ccrmany
they are free): at the same time, the time of entering the DDR was stamped; if one
drives too fast Lthere Is a fine at the other end, if one dallies too long there 1s
apparently also a fine. (In WeslL Germany Chere 18 no speed limit and one is accustomed
to driving more or less as fast ss the car will go == In our case 140-160 lkos--50-100
miles-- per hour, on the TDE avtobabn there is a 100 km per hour speed limit+) While T
filled out the forms {(whirh are more or less the same forms we had £illed out for
Jugosiavia)l T talked to a couple of American boys who were also driving over (Lhere
were alao wariousz other foreign natlomals: Italians, Fipne, and some Africans) and
who wondered -- as we did -- whether this was & bit foolhardy. The Vopos
{Volkspolizel) were wery polite with us and handled the red tape with ar least as
much efficiency as their West German brothers.

The 170 kilcweters until Berlin seemed much longer since there 1s no light, ne citw,
no diversion aleng the way, other than a couple of gas stations, and when wa arrived
in Berlin we were already dmpressed, simply by the light. West Berlin is really a
metropolitan city, with very wide boulevg#ds, ;all kinds of modern buildings, greenety,
impressive vistas, and the rest. I undefstand that after the war, city planners

made o master plan for Rerlin, which may take 100 vears to be achieved, but already
niow building permits are given only on this basis. The cicy is net wulgar, but still
one fecls a sense of splashiness apd luxuriousness which, especially in contrast with
East Berlin (which 1s not much repuilt)}, gives a fecling that democracyecapitaliem=
consumer heraldry, which is placing the emphasls rather on the wrong eymbols, That
freedem should be cquated with the good capitalistic 1ife may not really be the
megzage we want to give the East Germans, but that is how it looks. Owr impressions
though {and they are Indeed first impressionsjare that Berlin i= an exciting adventure
architechturally; it reminds /me a bit of Los Angeles in its size and decentralizaticn
and sowe of its shops. L rather doubt that the communiscs would ever want the city --
they wouldn't know where tu begin cto turn it inte one of theirs, One does aot feel
that this is an isolaled island, perhaps because the area is quite large, perhaps
becguse I haven't been here long enough Lo ubsorb the islanders spirit. T suppose
during the airlift such g feeling was more apparent. ;
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When I gubmitted my visum at the border I asked the Vopo whether T could get inte
East Berlin; he said, ves it is not forbidden énd T am welocome to vieit; one needs
ne special permission., But when T came into Berlin snd had my papers cxamined by

Lhe West German peolice again, the policemen cxpresscd great skepticism that T could
get in (when I asked him the same cuestiom}, and seemed to think T was Iinsspe to Cry.

Yesterday morning I tried to gel into Marienfelde, but no success. The U8 Mission,
which was supposed to get me the pass (thev have a vast comples vis-z-vis the U8
Army base, PX, etc.} said sorry they coulde't, because in the pasl couple of weeks
Ltherc has heen so much processing work with all the refuvgees [hal no visilors are
allawed (other than wip's).

We decided not to drive inte East Berlir, in part becavse I didn't know where the
entrance way wis (Lhe commonisis are building walls arcund E. Berlin now, teplacing
tkc barbed wire), in part because ¢ne needs a special permit, in part beczuse we
didrn't want to be conspicucus, and finally because cne can sec more on the subway
{which is really an elevated). 5¢ we parked cur car at Zec Station, took the $-

Bahn te Ludwig Str., aloeng with enly & few other people, got cut, walkoed down the
stairs, and didn't know whelher we were gtill in W, Berlin or already in E. Berlin.
There was a passpert check centrol heoth, which at the time I thought was West
German, bul turned out to Vopoc, which we wenl threugh with out trouble falong with
thromgs of other people, almast all West Berliners). And now we were io Bast Berlin:
tourist signs to wisit Gzcchosloyakia, putices ol Lhe Sunday proclamation to the

East Berlioers thal ithey were no longer permilted Lo go to West Berlin, were
plastered all over. We went to the station resCaursnlt [or lunch { 1 had bought for
10DM, 50 Cstmark. but this was illegal and I had Lo usc DM to pay for our luneh --
the waitress asked to see our passport, as did everyone wilh whom we had any moretary
exchange). The prices in 0zt Mark were identical to West German prices (7¢ pfennig
for coffee -- hut in E. Berlin wvery bad collee; -=1.50 for a2 ham sandwich, ete. and .
present 1:5 relationship of the currencies is unrealiscic in terms of buving power --
except that one can't buy very much in East Berlin. other than books and food, and
the latter 1s alsc a blt szcarce. It is expected that the East / Wesl currency
relationship will gel worse, and the refugees will have a hard time exchanging thedir
woney unleass there ds scme government guarantee. HNHo napkins available, a dirty
tablecloth, gemerally unpainterd. drah appearance, but the wailress wery nice, and
helpful . T forgoet my sweater-there; it was hanging on Lhe same hook five hours later
when I came back for it. : ' :

L then tried to call the man whosc name my friend at the University of Frankfurt had
given me, had to wall for ages for a phone, had trouble getting Bast Corman currchney

to put In Leclephone booth (there as here 20 pfennigs), finally reached the Univ. and
was told he moved, gob his new address. We took a tasi chere. When I asked the cab
driver Lo drive us to the address via some interesting route so we could see sowething,
he said, "Oh, there's really nolhing to see here" and took us the shorlest way. The
ride cost 2,20, and I dido'C [ind any small currency, 5o gave him 20 West DM; he
shrank away. asked what he was supposed to do with that, told me ke could only glve

we East DM change; I said Lhat's ok, but fumbled around and scraped up 2.20 in West DM,
which T gave him, much to his relief., It 1s apparently illegal for him to have West
MM, and of coursz for us to have Ost DM. We were in Herlin-Mitte, a very drahb
noighborhood (though no drabber than what we saw ol the rest nf East Berlin), with
nom> scars still showing, no flower hoxes (something West Germany is rather over-
decorated wirh), tew curtains, women hanging out of all windows, fow cars on straet.

I left Mary Lea and Ehe children owtgide (in the light rain) to look argund and hope-
fully lind a playground (there was agns in the neighborhood) while I dropped in on him.
He lived in an encormous "Mietskaserne' (rent-barracks) built in the 20s or sa,
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Incredibly deprezasing looking, with a series of courtyards -- all empty, paved,
wlith net even cleltheslines --. :

The bell didn't work so I Finally knocked; the doot was opened by a very attractive
and well dressed young woman (arcund 25), who turned out to be hisz glrl friend (or
maybe wife?), and was also walting for him, She is a West Berliner and their
romance haz apparently been carried on acress the divided c¢ity; she was resigned ro
heing prevenced crossing sooner or later and neither talked abeout Lhls rather Likely
Frospact.

Afzer around a half hour Braun came in; a very tall, bklend, wvoung looking man,
serious and with a friendly face. He welcowed me vordially when he heard who I was
and that T was a [rlend of X, I Leld him abeut the AFSC and their cencern, and

=ighl. of[ he asked whelher I wanted Lo meel Che East Berlin Quaker group ( I said

no, I dide't think I had time, Cthough of course I would like Ce), and let me ask

him questions. I didn't ask him what he theupht, but rather used him as an informant
== Lhough he made il clesr Lhat he is a communizt, deoesn't like UlbrichlL bul wanls

Lo Iive in Lhe DRE and hopes things may some day be better.

He theoupht that abeut 308 af the people would vole for Ulbricht if Lhere were an
election, that on Lhe whole the regime is unpopular, hut there is nothing that can
bre done about it, se one might as well make the hest af it, that the Western
propaganda, cspecially BLIAS onlv wmake things worse, that a number oI people still
hope the Amcricans will do something to liberate the Eagst Germang,

About the elosing of the border  He told me Lhe reactlon of his uncle, & monarchist
during the First World War, then a good Weiwmar pepublican, later an officcr under
Hitler, and then in the opposition movement who reacled "mit Humor and Ironie.”
There is a feeling on the one hand thal the border muest be closed to protect the
state; so long a3 it was open ome couldn't serlously establish the secialist society
sn long as this illusion of freedom existed, and (his population drain. In this
sense the closing 18 a rellel, because it helps give & more realistic astate, in
whlch people can become commilled. On the other hand {(and I asked about this) there
is 4 l[eeling of beoiog rapped., but like beinpg trapped in a marriage or & job (he
didn'L savy Lhis, but I think he meant it). This teality would be slrenglhened if
Che DDRE 1z tecognized, and he expressed wvery forecfully the hope that once Che DDR
ig recognized the 1l1lusions {e.g. Chat the US will liberate the people, that there
might be an uprising whieh would suceeed, ete.]) would really disappear.

Iz Poland a model [or what Che DDE might achicwve: Wo, too much dizlike of Che Poles
becanze of the Oder-Neisse; the 50U is Lthe symbol; in Moscow one can say or do
anything; there the DDR and Ulbrichi, are regarded as a joke, as ailly, as SBtalinists.
But Lhere [s {lto conlinue [his paraphrase) a greal deal of [reedom in the DDR; if

one is a soclalist one can say anything against the regime one feels like; 1f one i=g
nol a socialisl, one can, also, but most pecple don't dare (sic!)

He told me he had just come from Che Markthalle { an indeor cutdoorlilke market) where
he spoke with the man who sclls hardwares; evervtime he sees him the man makes very
critical statements about Ulbriche,end todey egain; "I don't thimk he knows 1 am a
socielist perty member; 1if he knew he might nol say these things to me, but en the
oLher hand he is the sort of man who might 28y them Lo anybody -- nothing would
happen to him."

Can one lislen to RIAS cor is it illegal? He: ves, envbody can listen. His glrl
friend {(who is against Adercauer and Ulbricht stwdies inm West Berlin and plans to becone



g teacher): "Oh, come on; it's not allowed.' Tle: "It's allowed, but it is
forbidden to tell others what one has heard.” In general, there Is {or was) a
great deal of contact hetween East and Wesl Berlin, some of which == like Lhe radio
== will of course cenlinue.

What about the agricultural crisiz? There is an econowic crisias, but not so bad

as the WesC claims; the industry has heen rerooled in the past 1% years and this

has caused difficulties. The rollecrivizarion has neot worked out so well, partly
hecause of the weather -- rhe ground has been too soft to use the machines that

had been boughl, etec. Christmas time he and girlfriend went to a farm, and he
talked Lo the farmer, who agreed that large scale farming is better than small

scale [arming, alzc agreed that it could be done in 2 socialistic and not neccssarily
capitalistic way, but said it would take Lwo gencrations for it te work. Why?
Rocause -- and a number of contradictory and inconsistent things came out -- 1)

the managers den't underatand anything about farming, so that nobudy feels much

like working: 2} who knows whether this DDR will last, and mavbe we'll get our lands
baclk for ourselwves -- perhaps Russia aud Che US will make 3 desal, and the US will
give Russia something (wavbe Lavs vr Svulh Vielnsm or South Eorea) in exchanme for
East Germany; 33} Lhere's going Lo ba an atom war and nothing makes any difference.

She:  If the people got what Lhey wanted (to be part of Bundes-republik under
Adenauer) they wouldn'e like it because they'we become so used to various soclalist
Lhings. want both privacs propecty and socialism. {Apparently even among Lhe
refugees there 13 much suppork for sncialized iadusrry and medicine, Ekc.

In West Germany much Lalk aboul German Volk, divided country, =Lz, How about here?
Mot mo mach. - Natiomalism 15 kept down, cxcept by some groups in rezime; seen as
dangerous. Ls NOR in fawnr of twoe Germanys? He, not really; theve is belief that
evenlual Iy West Germany will mo szocialist, until then there will be Cwo stales; best
would be a kind of federalion. WVery much afraid of atom arming of Zenn., (I said I'm
equal ly afraid of atom arming of DDR, and he didn't say anything but was not
offended, 3

Mary Lea and the chlildren came upstairs for a minule Co say thatc the taxi came hack
(though we hadn'l asked him -- T think he had nothing else to do, knew that we'd

want to get back later), and they left, I stayed on. (We were zll a bit nervous,
since we had no special permission to wisit, weren't sure whether this was

nceeessary; also T had my new Leica with me, and this seemed foolish., 1 stayed on,

we drank sone wine (Hungarian,) sooked some cigaretles {Bulgarian) and he wmentioned
two books that I pust read, one & Murxiszl snalysis of early Greek thought by

George Thompsen, the other a French hook called PHENOMENOLIE MATERTALYSME DIALECTIQUE
by & Vietnanmese naned Tran Duc Thao. We talked a bii aboul Adorno, and he asked me
dbout Leo Lowenthal and Herbert Marcuse, On the trelley ride to the restaurant whers
we ate supper he tuld his girl friend thal on their first date he mentioned Leo
Lowenthal's arlicle on biographles, in conmection wilh her telling him that her
mother was just reading Zweig's autobiagraphy. He mentioned Lhe Lowenthal thesis.
She gaid jokingly that at the time he didon't mewtion that it wasn't hi= own idea
{which he denied vehemently)., and T suggested it might have never lead to a second
date had she thought it was not hiz own idea. 4All wvery gay, and far from bellevable
that an a tralley Iln East Berlin we'd be talking about dear old Leo. (The faces in
Fast Berlin 4s Brawn pointed ¢ul to me are grim -- I had asked him what Lhe Berliners
reaction to Lhe border closing was, and he said: the only reaction can be seen on
their faces.) I of course couldn't tell, since in Jupeslavia the [aces had alse been
grim (before we went to Jugnslavia the Sillscs wrote us Lo find out whether the J's
are 50 sullen because they're S5lavs or beocause Lhey'te communists).



My hosts tried to make arrangements for me to meet with a friend of theirs, who is
an dcltor in Lhe Berlinmer Ensemble {the Brecht theater), and Lhe plam was Chat after
supper we would meet wilk him; bub he could not make jt, and since T was really
Lired by then, I lell. (Alse I hadn't told Mary Lea I'd be gone 3o long, and T
kucw she'd start worrying -- Lthe border passing is not a pleasanl affair; at least
three different set of Vopos leooked at my passperl on Lhe way back to West Berlin --
despite what the newspapers here in West Berlin say, Lhere are a lot of visitors

to East Berling or at lecast, a number of West Germans passed through the gate with
ne. On the platform was a subway train that he been completely wrecked, and had
large Communist banners on it, cursing Bonn and the West Germans for thelr destruct-
iveness. (At least ome Wost Berlin newspsper suggcated this morning that the Reds
did the demsge themzelves, for propagands purposes. )

The restauranl was plesssnt enoush and the food was net had, but by then I got tense
ard was tircad, eo we dide't talk wvery wuch wore. The girl friend said that she had
an indescrizble feclinpg of Sehnswchi, perhaps brought on by hunger, and 1t hocame
vledar thal T cughl Lo go soon, in parl beocause Lhe siphl ol a freefloating American
who is Lakicg a ship to the US in 2 days wmay have heen too much [or her, in parl
hecause she and Braum hadn't been together for 8 week (he just came back from visit-
ing his family), in part becausze of Che Inpending closing of the border for her.

In paying tor the bill there was some to-do again, slnce T had to pay in Western DM
bul didn'l bkave anvthing smaller than 100 DM bills; in the end T gave ny hast Lhe
40 DM Eastern currency which I had bought hefore crosging the border and told him
for the diffcrernce he could send me a hook sgmetime,

Some earlier conversalticon was sbout the futurce: 1 asked whether ome could stand
living in the DDR if one didn't believe in the future as he did or I guesas T said
wasn't future crignted. 1lle =zaid most people arc not, though of course it helps.
TIhe dmportant thing is nct te have false hopes, and the border has helped wipe out
false hapes. (Mot all hoepes?) HNe, it veplaces ane set of hopes with ancther set
vl hopes, which fur the DOR are mure conslruclive., We didnft discuss the tyrannical
aspecls of Lthe regime, zince T den't think he twok Lhem serciously.

The mood in West Berlin iz highly militaci, at leaszt In the press. Berliners Lhem-
selves are walching silently as the Communists build a wall around their seeclor.
(Fvery mighl il grows. T asked my host wholher he ever read Hersevy's "The Wall"
about Che Warsaw chetto: he hado'rt bue ke knew what T meant -- at the time we were
in the subway station, watching werker building a wall in the middle of it.}

The papers here refer to Eazt Berlin and the DR 25 a K2 {comcentration canp) and
earlier in Lhe weck the tahloids had hanner headlires 'HE WES1 DOES NOUHTING,
Brandt's speech to Lhe 50,000 or 500, 00¢ {depending on what newspaper you read) was
also very aggresalve, rhough for once Adenauecr scems to be a restraining wvoice,

and Komnedy too -- though God knows what Lynden Jolmson will tell the people here
this afternacon. {We decided to leave Berlin this allcrmoon rtalher than early
tomovrow morning to aveld Lhe crowds snd to be sure that we can gel out. With 1,500
US goldiers coming in cn the Autobahn, there will undeoubtedlsy he some delavs --
let's hope nothing worse. 3o far the DDR hae been very careful to keep up the
rights of the Allies, and though there are Chreats of sconomic sanctioms (which would
ontly make things worsce) these haven'l materialized ac wel.

The avnl of Cthe girlfriend was wery pleased when the border wes closed; she was
equally pleascd at the throng of refugees fleeing -- Loth she thought helped weaken
Lhe DDE which as a result mighlt collapse and Chen Lkere'd be [reedom.

We're going out now. (August 1%, 149617
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The Wew Communist The new communist program (full tewt published in The Now
Frogyam York Times, Augusl 1, 1961} L1z a most illuninating duLumentf
by Evich Fromm hacause more clearly Lhan any previous publication, il gives

a picture of the nature of Khrushchevism and its plans for
Lhe fubure.

The program is & peculiar misture of crude and oversimplified Marxzism, Leninist phrases,
weel fare statc ideals, capitalistic materialism, Calvinistic work cthice, and Vietorian
morality. It is characterized by a deteriorated concept of socialism, by & reformist
and cvolutionary strategy for the achievemenlt of socialism, and, mest inpertantly, by
Lhe ventral role of the wish for internaticaal peace.

The program can only be underslood properly Iu the context of communist ideclugy. and
in the historical conlexl ol & comparlson with the Chinese pesitien. Anvone who reoads
the program without knowledge of these various frumes ol celereuce may, fuvr instance,
think that a phrase like that which speosks of tho "iacwilable collapse of capitalism"
and the L[inal wictory of communilzm ars aggressive statements, or owven, as The New Fork
Times aditors pulL it" a new declaration of war against the free world." Whal such
interpretations do nol understand is Lhat Marxlst Lheory {ewven the cyude form conlLalued
in the commmisl program) is a hislerical Lheory, which assumes that changes In
produclive lorces lead Lo changes In soclal and political forms, and that just as feud-
alism was followed by capilalism, so capltallsm will he tollowed hy socialism. ‘Lhe
prodiction, and by no means a declaratrion that capitalism must he owerthrown by wviolent
means.  Whal matlers is not Cthe predictlon of the vltimate victory of communism, bul
Lhe melhod by which the new program promises to achieve this end.

The most dimportant point in Chis respect iz Lhe lasl that the program constitutes a
move from a revelutionary te an evolutionary and nearv-rclormist poepitien, Naturally
the program cannot say so, but noverlhelcss this is Lhe fack, which becomes clear if
rne analyzes Lhe perlinent formulaticons. The program EmPhBSLdEE that socialism will
win by the example of a more perfect secial organization, and especially of the
econowic superiorliy of cvommunism. IL stresses that such a victory should be achieved
by "peaceful means," by " winning a solid wmwajority (o parliament." It defines
diclalorship of the prolelarial as "Lhe dictatorship of an overwhelming wa joricy, "
Lthus relurning Lo Marx, and Llurning away from Lenin's "subsLituCionise" theory of the
avanlb garde. T spile of prediciing Lbe [ipal colluapse ol vapiltallsm, Che program
makes certaln Important concesslons: 1) that "capitallism may still flourilsh at
particular times and. in particualar countries.' 2% That "the working class of many
countrices can, oven before capitalism 1s overthrown, compel the bourgecisie Co carty
out measures that transcend ordinary teforms and are of vital importance to the wark-
ing ¢lass and the progress of its struggle for socilalism, as well as to the majoricy
of the nation.'" 3} That even while part of the world iz capitalistic, Lhe sim of
universal peace can be achieved. {The latler Lwo azsumptions arc clearly in contrast
Fe tradilional communist teaching. )

The program's altitude Loward social democratic parties points in the same direction.
Even though they are criticized, the wish for cooperation with them is cxprossed.

But the criticism Le malnly directed against "right-wing socialists™ -- again a
distinction which was not customary in conmunist thinking.

It is of special importance to examine how Yogoslavia and China, respectively, ave
dealt with In the program. Yuposlawvis is, of coursc, criticized in the program,

but in an uvnuswally mild way. It is said that "the Yuposlav leaders, by their
revisionist policy, coatvaposcd Yuposlavia and the zpcialist camp to the international

canmdni st movement thus threatening the less of the revolutionary gains el the



Fugoslaw peonle. {My italics.)} Lmmediately after this senience rhe pragram mentions
China in the fellowing eleven words: “The vigcory of the rewvolution in China was of
special imzertance.! Considering China's claims, this sencence is, certainly, a slap
in the face., It is charvacteristic of the same attltude toward China that later in
the orogram a criticiam of Yugoslav "revisionism" is expressed in a parallel way Lo
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the eriticism of “dogmatism and sectarianism," which are the conventienal terms usa%? g

when China is refer-ed to. L’.j - {; L PR i - *'?:a* it
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FProm Che standpolnc of American policy, the mosc important emphasis of Che. program i%
that om peace and co-exlstence. The program states chac ics aim can be fulfilled

under Che conditions of peace, amd thac the prevention of a new werld war is “Che focal
prablen of coday.”™ Io is very Loncerescing and in goncrast to seme of the Chlnese
Ubterances, chac che appeal iz made “co deliver mapnkind from a World War of exC=rmin-
atlon" amd Lhat the "all=destructlive characcer of nuclear war” is mentioned in olher
passaces withouo saying thac Lo would hic mainly che capitalist camp. Only once Is

guch an allusion made; alter gaying "peaceful co-exigfence or disastrous war -- such
is che alternacive offered by hiHLU“y " ‘he program adds "should the imperialist
grgressors nevertheless venture to starl a new world war, Lhe people will ne longer
tolerate a system which drags chem inta dnvaﬁtating wars. ‘Lhey will sweep imperiaslism

away and bury it

"General, complete disarmamens, under sirict internaticmal control" is mentioned
several times as the safegc road o a durable poace.

The atblbude Lo the new sovercign scaces and the celenial revolutien is also very
inLerescing, . In the “ET+ac place “he’ program alates Lhat "Lhe young sovereiyn states
do mol belong eicher to Che system of imperialist states or ce the systoem of the
socialist states." The ProOCTAn Lhus reaffirms tﬁe positiuu rakeu before Ly

FuLlhe MO, Lhe p_u ~am asks ﬂnly for "“hu El1m1nat101 Gf the remnaan ut LDanLaI-
Lsm, Lhe eradicalion of imperialist rule, the ocuslinz ol Loreign monopolies, the
feundalion ol a nationpal induscry, the abollitiem of Lhe feudal system and its
sutvlvals, Che implemencacion of radical land reforms, with the participation of

the entire peasantry and in its intereats, Lhe porsuit ol an independent foreign
policy of peace, the democeracizalion of Che life nf anciery and the strengthening

of pelitical independence. The solution of maticnal preslems is in Lhe besl lnterest
ol all patriotic and progressive turrces of the nation." This is 2 relatively modest
program for the colomial peaples, in faci eszenlially onme to which the United States
would agree.  The program [urthermore makes allowances lor the participation of "the
natienal hrourenisie In the policy of che celenlal nations," and analyses the dual
character of this bourgeoisie. The program furthermore stresses Lhe positive relc
which the neutral stales can play by saying "the national states become ever more

active as an independenl force on the world scene....The countries and peoples
that are now free Ivom celenial oppresziom are co play a promincnt part in the
prevenllon of a new woarld war -- the focal problem of today." The fact that Lhe

program approves of "Jusl anti-imperialist wars of liberation” by colonial peoples
is nething more than the expression of tradiciomal Soviet svmpathy wilh colonizl
liberation movements such as the Algerian, bul cannot possibly he construed as part
of a "new declaration of war.”

The program spcaks at length of the final abolitloe ol Lhe comminist party, and the
withering away of the state, and of fully developed democratic progodures. While
 this is in complete contvasl Lo the totalitarian nature of Che presont Russian regime,
the emphasis en these puinls plus enphasis on deceniralizacion, which is somewhat
wore Teal lo Che present Kussiam situation, indieares ar least a tondency Eo greater



freedom which, regardless of how much Khrusheohew wishes it, Is a concession which
has to be made to the Russian population and which is of the same urgency as that
of increased material =zatisfaction.

The new communist program not only is quite dislincl from the more aggressive features
ol older communist Lactics, il is baslcally different from the spirit of Marzist.

socialism. Mothing could be more telling than ‘the stabement which defines "the
smcfﬁHist principle' as one "which insures that the members of society hawve a
material interest in the fruits of their labour." Indeed, this principle has been

accepted in Western capitalism for many decades, and canmot be called a socialisC
principle. The whole concept of socialism in Lhe program [s that of a state-directed
and owned econowy which operates more efficiently than capitalism, and Lhe last aim
of which 1s the better economlic performance for the pecple as a whole., Sccelalisw in
this program is not, as it was for Marx., a new soclety transcending capitalism, but
one similar in spiric.

What the program premises in economic terms for the populatiom as a result of further
guccegsful developmentygloes pot trapnscend in essence the achiewements of caplfalist
clfare states, Free medicine, sc.,hooll_ugJ haalks, hlgher edication, and even frhe
iﬁaTiflﬁH“g£_?énts and public tramsportation fees are hardly very utopian aims. . Some
of them have been long realised Lo England and Scandinavia (althcugh this fact is
ghrictly omitted from the program)}. Ewen a measurc about which there were many
rumora beflore the program was published, Jlike freoe bread, is not centained in Lhe

program.
While thﬂtﬂtﬂnumlt alms Uf the program are those of a fully developed welfare statc,
tho hunin ims are moTE rEdLLiDnaly Lhan those of most cdpltﬂilstlc couniries. Thlsﬂ'
hecomes veLy clear im the- dESCLLPLLDn of the communist moral principles: "the Farty
helds that the moral code of the builder of communism should CanTlSE the {following
principles:

"Devolion Lo the Communist cause, love of the Sociallst umtherland and of the other
Socialist countries;

"Conscientipug labor for the peed of sociely -- he who does not werk, neither shall
he: mat;

"Coneern on the part of everyonc for the preserwation and growth of public wealth;
"A high sense of public duty, intolerance of acticns harmful te the public interest;
"Collectiviem and comradely mutual assistance: one for all end all for one;

"Humane rtelations and mutual respect between individuals == man is to man a friend,
comrade and brother;

"donesty and truthfulness, moral purity, modesty and guilelessness in sccial and
orivate 1ife;

"Mutual respect in the family, and concern for the upbringing of children;
"An uncompromising attitude to injustlice, parasitism, dishonesty, and carveeviam;

"Friendship and brotherhood among all peoples of the USSR, intoleramce of nalional
and racial hatred;



"An uncompromising atbitude Lo the enomics of communism,  peace, and freadom of
natinms; ;

"Fraternal solidarity with the working people of all gountries, and with all peoples!

MThis moral stegram with its emphasis on family, work, patriotism, duby, has
resemblances te the programs of Petain or Salasar, bul certalaly nones whatacever with
Marxzist thought, It naively uncovera the cultural reality beyond Lhe revolutionary
ohrases of Sovliet Rugaia, Lhat of Calvinist work morale, Victorian potty bourgenis
stuffinesa, and authoritarian woral principles. One might suspect cthat any wvery
conservative or very reaciionary visitor to the Seviet Union, who knows Russiap, with
the exception of cChe words for "God" and "Communism," will fipd himself wery ouch at
home in chis cullural environment .

To sum wup: Che program sives 4 clear pieture of che present state of the Soviet Union,
anmd the intentions ol [ls leaders. To is successful in organizing a centrally dirccred
‘stale cconemny, and Iin Increasing materlal satisfactions for its inhabitants. It needs
peace, and wants peace, and expects the socialisc principles Lo win eventually, with-
cut wlelent revelutions or intermational war, IL is not a revolutionary system, but,
on the contrary, a conservallve opgmith, however, cendencles for.ipgrgasing liberali-
zation as its capacity for higher material stgpéa;@gnhﬂggEgggﬁ,

It is a challenge te capitalism Lo compete successfully with communist performance,

and the very oppoglie of a declaration of war,

e B R T L :
J
o IR e BT !
The Russian Bonb Why are Lhe Soviels resmming nuclear testiag? There are Lwo
by Tristram Qoffin basic reasvns, wmilitary and propacanda.

Military. From 2 strategic wview, the USSR has a.reason of
gorts for resuning tests. Therein lies some history, The Soviets began developing
Long range rockets after they had developed the alomic bemb, but befire they acduired
| erme-nuclear or h¥drogen bomb., The Soviet bomb, beefed up to many times the
Hireshima bomb, was a monster, a huge mass of matal. 4 long range rocket capable of
delivering this "egre" to a distant larget needed tremendous thrust, and Soviat
seience and rechnology conmcentrated on this aim. (The US, fceling secure in its SAC
bases and hydrogen bomb, ignored the rogket Zield.) The Russiana cobtained a double-
barreled beneflt from their research, an ICBM capable of delivéring the "ozre" to a
femote target with spacific accuracy, and a thrust for space flights. However, the
Soviet B-megaton ICBMs require elaborate launching sizhts and permanent installations
('he U5 has movable migalles which, because of a considerable sophistication in
hydrogen warheads, can deliver a bowb effectively.)

Fver since the U-2 incident and mworc recently with the Samos “spy in. the sky"
salellites, the Soviet General Staff has been wvery asitated abouc the safely of its
misgsile launching sites. It fears that the US now knows the location of all its
sites and in a first strike could put Lthe Soviet nuclear retaliationm power out of
buginese.

Pressure has been building up on Khrushehev by the military to develop a smaller, mare
scphisticated hydrogen bomb which could be delivered by a mobile missile. As Senalor
Duwphrey said, "He caved ip."
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