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From David a line of pqintad faces baek:
Hiniwmam, Hella lﬂtiﬁﬂh&hl,
The Hajor, Kissy, none of them dogs
middle-cluass and uantkhg to please,
but cats

whose hundred haiirs fiy out of cushions,

Lutdide,y, ma if surprtsed at
the sise af vavid's secoand hrvahfnat
(the first froa a rabbit's balled
bedy bumped up each basement
stair still alive for cur delight)
a bird cries like a cat
who turns his head at that,
then back to speak to us !
in a range of half-cries
like a bird, at the limit _ |
of his powersa. Then abruptly 4

cleang. ] !

. hs abraptly, sleeps.
And dreams, I would think, from such
breathy silvering-vlack belly P
swelling baek tu his hindquariers,
about rannings back to the baseaent tail
high from wild swaap island cats,
running at the low wosguites in
the eveniag down to the river
beside me and meowing at 4
the great dorsal fin of asteel
mist rising beyond the Far bank,




loliopping lnﬂiliﬁliﬁd.ﬁftﬂr the round
grey cat with bell ané collar,

ranging asleep with the sgueals of tiny
animals on his leather-rimmed lips.

I lay fingers gently on
the sleepin; cat's forepaw
_ which withdrawa, is raised, opens
like a fan, and is laid
on my knuackles, how long peacefully
how loag in & cal's lifetime?
I squirt eream and nﬂ;aprtsued
alr on the pax's white tip.
e iz asnke now, with a -~ what?
a there! all in one
greasy footmark te the door.

And Rlater in the aiterancon
ran back calling for company.
fhere the river enters the lahe
on a step cat in the dusty bank,
he had atepped apon the skin
of a cat, stifi, clayey, flat
pointed nose and inclisors laugbing.
#hat? un running back:
where am I7

he?
The cat is demoralized
by comings and goings,
gar startings, slamaiaga, lights
on thes off again in the
empty house. They are

nnt herej they appear,
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and food., le tries to resesber
the when, what. dut who?
voes he even see ay face
except to scan it
for the source of sound?

dorry or glad for David ia silly,
#hen his white aask fades or
reforms in the diwensionlesa
Blace vegetation, It dis all alive
around hkim. He iz not lest.
He answered at Cirst to just
ansther rustle or cry, ahen we found
@ name for him like the oihers,
But he has not been heard ta purr
away Lfrom tbhe Lhouse,
and salks back through the weedsa
in the eorly wmoraing mewing
a loag way off, and gently
bites bare anhles by the refrigerator,.

it is not the fauxlt of any of us,
cats' mistreasses or their furred own ussters,
that each morning's freshness
finds a jay's long feather on the grass
in two shades of blue.
The tall ehicory is blue too
fringing the driveway ovas tougl stems,
and its clustered [lowers lLang in wbite ash
by eleven o'clock on a fine fine weralng.
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If Hershkovits collaborated with Gilbert and Sullivan, he
might have sent the following reply to Frank Knight and have him
sing it to that edifying aria "Wodel of a2 Modern Major General"

from The Pirates of Penzance.

It might go something like this:

MODEL OF A CLASSICAL ECONOMIST

I am the very model of a e¢lassical economist;

I've information on the subject making me an optimist:

I know the pricing system, so I ignore the histérical

From Paleolithic to Heolithie in order categoriczal.

I'm very well a:ﬂyainted though with\matters mathematical
For fﬁller understanding i*ll just supply the guadratical .
Any problem is answered by my marginal analysls

Analysis, analysis..(pause- forgettlng, then suddenly
remembering)

(Joyfully) When you grant my assumption of a Meeteris paribusi®
Chorus: (repeat) Any problem is answered by his marginal znalysis

When you grant his assumption of a M"eeterils paribus!®

I delve into the market with an insight analytical
And ignore the other sciences as hyper-hypoeritical.
Although the "economic® is filled with perplexity
My model gives the answers with utmost facility.

I pride mysell on comprehension of demand elasticity

And streteh this to prove the consumption of necessity.




My msrket system works in the realm cf the medhanical,
So I give znswers culturzlly, morslly, and practiczl.
{(Chorus: repeat) His market system works in the realm of the mechanicsl

8¢ he gives answers culturally, merally, &nd practical.

If othér disciplines pose & problem, I am very devious

And claim their lack of tact émuldn't possibly make them serious.

I can answer the query of man's rationality,

For his every dollar spent ecuates his personslity.

A1l my economic knowledge though I'm plucky and adventury

Has only been brought down to the beginning of the century.

EFut still in learning economiecs I am sti1ll an optimist;

I am the very model of & classiecal economist!

Chorus: {repeat) Eut still in learning economics he is still an optimist;

-
Ee 1s the very model of a classical economist]
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