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under the guidance and with the backing of the new Archdeacon of
Stoke, the Ven. P. Hartill, to revive interest in the work of the I.C.F.
in that district.

The Bishop of Malmesbury was the visiting speaker, and gave
one of his usual informed and interesting talks. He deplored the
neo-Malthusianism which insisted on leaving men under-nourished in
order to prove that there was too much; Malthus had left God out of
his reckoning and the modern wasteful world was leaving Him out
too. The Church must regard the waste of God’s bounty as a challenge
and present the gospel of God’s Fatherhood and care for men with
more boldness as the only effective-answer-to the world’s needs.

After the Area Director had called attention to the literature
provided for sale, the Archdeacon concluded the meeting with an
admirable address, the keynote of which was the particularly Christian
injunction, “Honour all men. Only a Christian civilization would
apply this all round; Christ regarded each man as ‘‘worth dying for.”
But the Church had a task to take this message to men who for what-
ever cause would not come to church, and for this work .the I.C.F.
was ready to be the instrument. The 'fact that at this time so many
people were looking to the Church for a lead, and ready to follow a
courageous lead, was a matter of great encouragement, and threw on

Church-people a responsibility which he hoped they would accept w1th

“-energy.
W. G. O’ CONNOR.
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BOOK REVIEWS.

“books reviewed or noticed in these columns may be purchased from I.C.F.
xoom, or borrowed from I.C.F. Library. Communications should be addressed
t . ae General Director, I.C.F., 4, The Sanctuary, S.W. 1.

Christianity and the Nature of History, by H. G. Wood. 6s. (Cambridge University

Press.)

This book contains the Hulsean Lectures which Mr. H. G. Wood gave before
the University of Cambridge in 1933-1934. The lectures themselves are preceded
by a long biographical preface to explain the theological position from which Mr.
Wood judges both Christianity and the Nature of History. The essays themselves
contain a very able argument concerning the actual entrance into history itself of
our Incarnate Lord and of the historical effects of His example and His teaching.
Mr. Wood is anxiods to prove the reality of the world of eternal values and also
the reality of time.

““No form of mysticism or idealism which is simply indifferent to history can
give us the true interpretation of the world and of human life” (p. 207).

In accordance with his usual method, we find very valuable criticisms of other
books, such as Karl Kautsky’s Fozmdatwns of Christianity and Mr. Butterfield’s
Whig Interpretation of History. He is anxious for us to realize—as against the
two schools of historians, one of which claims that history must be written with a
purpose and the other that just the historical facts must be recorded—that the
real truth is that if the true facts are recorded and if examination is made to get
more true facts about every stage of history, then from these facts themselves there
is abundant evidence of the working of a moral order in the affairs of men. The
historian is not the final arbiter but the expert witness.

The judgment of history is to be made along the line of prophetic interpretation,
i.e., a judgment based upon moral conviction (p. 110). The realm of moral and
religious insight is parallel rather to the realm of art than to that of science, and,
therefore, we can believe that ‘‘the achievement or creative act of Jesus may be,
nay, w111 be unique and irreplaceable, a perpetual and indispensable source of
inspiration’’ (p 156). Mr. Wood does not discuss the problem as to whether history
reveals God as workmg His Purpose out as well as inspiring men to be men indeed.

F.E.M.
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Freedom in the Modern World, by Jacques Maritain. 6s. (Sheed & Ward.)

Professor Maritain has given us another book which will make us think more
deeply about the contribution which the Church must make towards the attainment
of Freedom, which, as he points out, has always been the aim of all reformers of
every age. His book is rather difficult to read in parts. Whether this difficulty
is due to the author or his translator we cannot tell but, in either case, we ought
to make every effort to appreciate Maritain’s position. It is based, of course, on the
philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas.

This book is divided into three sections, the first dealing more specifically with
the problem of Freedom, the second pointing out the essential difference between
true Christian humanism and the civilization trained by the modern State—whether
capitalist, socialist or totalitarian—and the third dealing with the purification of
the methods of revolution, ‘which Maritain_thinks is absolutely necessary if Europe
is to become Christian. WS —— ——

Freedom does not consist merely in freedom of choice. This is only the first
requisite in order to choose the right path by which we attain the ‘‘freedom of
autonomy,’’ in which condition we do not choose but follow along the path which
leads to true personality. It is the duty of States to secure the growth of true
personalities. but this becomes impossible if the States are governed merely along
lines of worldly interest, whatever be the actual form of government. The tendency
of modern States is to make all men less and less truly free. In fact, Maritain
repeats his statement from his Things Which Ave Not Caesar’s (p. 85).

“‘States nowadays have turned their methods of existence into an organized
system of sin” (p. 159).

To change the world from this state of sin to a state of righteousness, the
Church must convince the world of the need of the Grace of God. We must develop
: ~ the virtue of fortitude in bearing pain in order to create love. Thus, men musthe
b brought to search for and follow the dictates of the Will of God, which are : 2 i

= fcund from the study of political and industrial experience. R

s T

Machines and Men, by W. F. Watson. 5s. (Allen & Unwin.)

i =5 i P i 5

Ol CFICKETETS ALWAYSCMIOY ,ampitesis s Feasiitirocomtns  sion
old engineers will enjoy this book of reminiscences of enjgineering from tne
hand’s point of view. The ordinary amateur will be amazed at the luck

- Watson in -finding new jobs after being so often out of work, and alsc
revelation of the conservatism of the British engineering firms in retaining
date lathes, and thus risking the whole engineering industry. The last chap —
the book urges that all the available improvements should be used to improve the
conditio;ﬁs of everybody. FIE:ME X

i A .

’7 B Chrligbﬂ’;.nity and the Social Revolution: Edited by John Lewis, Karl Polanyi and
e “Donald Kitchin. 6s. (Gollancz.)

//:" This is a collection of essays planned to show the connection and opposition
between Christianity and Communism. The writers are well known among the
7 intelligentsia of both sides, and they planned their essays to fit in with each other.
#° As a result we get _an excellent survey of the ‘whole_problem. 5
: The hostility of Communists to the Christian religion has been the main cause
of the endless divisions into which the Socialist Parties of Great Britain and Europe
have broken up. It has also prevented a fair judgment of the Communist philosophy.
It is so curiously doctrinaire and seemingly ignorant of the developed social conscience. .
e of-myedern—Christianity:—Pierefore, it is very valuable to have these essays side
by side with each other that all readers may make their own comparisons.

There is every readiness shown by the Christian writers to recognize the truth
proclaimed by the Communists, but very little reciprocating acknowledgment of the
possible value of religion by the critics. Mr. Ivan Levisky is the most thorough critic
but his criticism is spoilt by his ignorance of what Christianity really is. He is
certain that “‘the future will see a consolidation of all religious forces against
Communism,” The other writers prove that this is impossible.. F.E.M.

We hope to publish early in the New Year a review article, by Mr. W. Cash,
Junr., of “The Life of Charles Gore,”” by G. L. Prestige, D.D. Also a review by
the Rev. W. J. Torrance of “The Christian Social Tradition,”” by Reginald Tribe,
of the Society of the Sacred Mission. | =
194
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