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International Women’s Day

On March 8, International Women’s Day, the great army of
working women will present their demands for equality in the
sphere of labour, in the sphere of public life, for the right to a
happy motherhood, for the full emancipation from all slavery, and
will call upon all democratic, all progressive sections of the people
to support the struggle for the realisation of these demands.

The Communist International and the Communist Parties in
the different countries support and organise the struggle of the
women for the defence of their interests and rights, for their
emancipation, linking up this struggle with the general tasks of the
class struggle of the proletariat and the establishment of a united
people’s front against fascism and war.

This year, when the struggle of the whole of progressive
mankind against fascism and the fascist war instigators is most
acute, the campaign of International Women’s Day will mainly be
directed against fascism; first and foremost against German fascism
as the most aggressive fascism.

German fascism is preparing to seize Austria, Czechoslovakia
and the Balkan countries, to split up the Soviet Union. It wants
to turn the U.S.S.R. into a fascist colony, for which purpose it has
concluded a military alliance with Japan. These hopes of Germany
had the full support of the bandit Trotsky and his mirmydons, the
counter-revolutionary Trotsky-Zinoviev bloc.

German fascism is feverishly preparing for a war of conquest.
This explains the characteristic change in its attitude to women.
Instead of the former high-sounding slogans that women must be
freed from difficult injurious work in production and returned to
the bosom of the family hearth, the Hitlerites are now ever more

frequently and ever more openly calling upon the women and
girls to participate in the war preparations. For example,,
“ Junges Deutschland ” (December, 1936, No. 12), in an article en-
titled “ Girls in the War Industry,” states:

“The movement and the State did not shrink from adopt-
ing drastic measures for removing women and girls from pro-
duction when the growth of new families promised to give the
best results, to increase the population, and contribute to the.
decrease in unemployment. To-day, due to the particularly..

acute defence character of the new economic policy, it is the

duty of every girl to enlist for work.”

From the tendency of the “defence ” pohcy of German fascxsm
it is clear that Hitler is already now preparing cadres from among .
the 337,000 women and girls employed in production to be used:
predominantly in the war and chemical industries. At the same:.
time the fascists are training hundreds of thousands of women and
girls in the Red Cross, the various military organisations, as well ,
as in the forced labour camps, for active participation in war.

Hitler has retained in force not only all the former laws on the .,

militarisation of women, but has extended the powers of these -

laws so that all the women and girls who graduate from military :

training courses have to take the oath like the regular soldier.
paragraph 1 of the law of March, 1935, it is stated :

In .

“In the event of war, every German woman, like every .

German man liable for war service, pledges himself or herself ,

to serve the fatherland.”

The drawing in of a section of women in production did not

greatly decrease unemployment among women, for the number of

.
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unemployed women and girls, even according to the official German

statistics, is three times greater than the number of women given.

employment in 1936.

As the result of big unemployment and poverty, the number of
prostitutes has increased, the number of marriages decreased and
the birthrate fallen. In a number of cities in Germany, prostitu-
tion reached such dimensions that even the fascist women’s paper
“ Kdmpferin” (June; 1936) was obliged to note the fact.
number of marriages in the first half of 1936 decreased by 33,863,
as compared with 1935, and the birthrate by 4,147 (“ Wirtschafts-
politik,” No. 20, 1936).

! German fascism destroys culture.
ments of human thought, it persecutes scientists, it dissolves
marriage by force, etc. But the fact which most strikingly shows
the cultural barbarism of German fascism is the tens of thousands
af women crippled by sterilisation. In its criminal race theory,
German fascism has committed monstrous crimes deforming
children through sterilisation. “Die Frau” (September, 1936,
No. 12), in its report on the 33,700 pupils in the charity schools in
Prussia, writes:

“By the end of the year under review (1934-1935), an in-
quiry was sent in to the court on questions of heredity
regarding the sterilisation of 8.5 per cent. of the pupils. The
inquiry covered practically the same number of girls and boys.
However, the outcome of the inquiry affected the girls most
(9.5 per cent. of the girls and 7 per cent. of the boys). In
1,520 cases the court sentenced 4.8 per cent. of the total number

+ of the pupils to be sterilised. No final decision has yet been
reached with regard to 3.3 per cent. of the pupils, and as far
as the remaining 5.3 per cent. of the pupils are concerned, who
are suspected of having a hereditary ‘disease,’ the court has
not yet completed the examination. The total number of
pupils with hereditary ‘diseases’ and those suspected of such

(excluding the cases rejected) is 4,279, i.e., 13.4 per cent. of the

total number of pupils.”

* * * * *

On March 8 when the working women will expose fascism’s

war preparations and the barbarity of the fascist dictatorship in
Germany, they will also, in contrast, show the Soviet Union as
the bulwark of peace, as the country where the millions of builders
of Socialism won and wrote down in the Stalinist Constitution
their great achievements in all the spheres of economie, cultural
and political life.
. The equality and freedom of women in the U.S.S.R. stands out
particularly glaringly in contrast to the oppression of women by
fascism. In their Constitution, the peoples of the U.S.S.R. are
most proud of the full equality of women. Article 122 of the Con-
stitution states:

“Woimen in the U.S.S.R. are accorded equal rights with
men in all spheres of economic, state, cultural, social and
political life.

“ The possibility of exercising these rights of women is en-
sured by affording women equally with men the right to work,
payment for work, rest and leisure, social insurance and
education, and by state protection of the interests of mother
and child, maternity leave with pay, and the provision of a wide
network of maternity homes, nurseries and kindergartens.”
The guarantees of equality given the women in the Constitution

are real. The Soviet Union has provided every woman with work,

combined with happy motherhood. The 1937 budget appropriates
about four milliard roubles for the protection of mother and child.

The tremendous network of maternity homes in the cities and

villages guarantee the women hygienic conditions for birth. The
number of children in the nurseries equals Belgium’s population.

Approximately 5 million children are placed in kindergartens and

children’s playgrounds.

The women in the U.S.S.R. is respected as a human being, as a
worker, as a mother. She and her children are surrounded by the
care and solicitude of the Party and government. This has given
women in the U.S.S.R. the possibility to become acquainted with
science, culture and art. Hundreds of thousands of women
teachers, doctors, professors, engineers, technicians, agronomists,
laboratory workers, combine and tractor drivers, mechanics,
Stakhanovites and collective farmers are in the front ranks of the
builders of Socialism. The list of glorious names is long: Maria
Dem chenko, Maria Gnatinko, Pasha Angelina, Molyakova, the Vino-
gradovas and many others are known far beyond the borders of the
Soviet Union.

“engineers, artists, doctors, scientists, the wives of¥Egini

The.

It destroys the best monu-

Within the last few years a movement has star 4 "
attracted large masses of women: into -the wor of g Ve
struction. This is . the movement of housewz E

the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army. These women are carrying
out great work in thé Soviets and are helping to improve the work
of the cultural institutions in industry and in the Red Army.

* * * P s, % . 3 *

A profoundly important moment on International Women’s
Day this year is the campaign in defence of the Spanish people and
the stopping of intervention started by the Spanish fascists in
alliance with German and Italian-fascism. = It is clear that the
victory of fascism in Spain would not only mean the suppression
of democracy, but the general restriction of all the democratic
rights of the people and the establishment of the same barbaric
regime to-day existing in Germany. The victory of fascism in
Spain would mean the unleashing of a world war. That is why one
of the main slogans on International Women’s Day is: Solidarity
with the Spanish people in its heroic struggle against world
fascism. Help for the women of Spain, preservation of the lives of
the Spanish children, help for the fighters of the People’s Militia.

On March 8, all the working womden will remember, again and
again, the heroic struggle of the Spanish people and the Spanish
women, the heroic fighters Dolores Ibarruri, the members of
the Cortez, Marguerita Nelken and Victoria Kent, the Minister
of Public Health, Frederica Monseni, the enchanting heroic
image of the fallen Lina Odena, Encarnacion Fuola, the
Secretary of the Anti-Fascist Women’s Committee who changed
her pen for a rifle and joined the ranks:of the People’s Militia, and
other fighters, fighting with arms in their hands on all the fronts.
The masses of the women will call to mind what the women and
children of the Soviet Union are doing to help Spain and what has
been done by the women in every country, and on this basis will
mobilise the women to increase help in all ways.

The warm sympathy for the fighting Spanish people, displayed
by the broadest masses of women, makes it possible to organise
these women to force the governments of the democratic countries
to lift the blockade, and to allow the lawful Spanish government to
buy all that it requires, and to stop the intervention of the Italian
and German fascists.

The danger of war is very great. War can be avoided only by
means of the unity of all anti-fascists, all progressive forces of the
world. That is why the main slogan of International Women’s
Day is the unity of all progressive women, irrespective of their
political and religious convictions, for the struggle against the in-
equality of women, against social and cultural reaction, i.e., against
fascism—the instigator of a world war.

This year various sections of women and various women’s
organisations (trade union, co-operative, Christian, Catholic, Social-
Democratic, etc.) will be drawn into the campaign of International
Women’s Day.

It is understood that, in accordance with the conditions and
concrete situation existing in every country, the campaign will
acquire various forms. For example: the writing of articles in the
press and the publication of special issues devoted to March 8th,
articles in aid of Spain, the organisation of social evenings, of
meetings, of women’s meetings with prominent anti-fascist
speakers. and leaders of the Communist -Parties, and the
organisation of demonstrations putting forward demands to aid
Spain and for women’s rights.

The Communist Parties and all progressive organisations of
the working women will bend all efforts to turn International
Women’s Day, wherever possible, into a mighty demonstration not
only of women, but of all working people in general. This will
serve as a new stimulus to the development of the women’s move-
ment against the enslavement of women, against fascism and war.

Women’s Day and the Beginning of the Russian Revolution

On March 8 (February 23), 1917, on International Women’s
Day, meetings took place in the factories of Petrograd. The
Bolsheviks spoke at them. In response to the appeal of the
Bolsheviks, political strikes began in a number of factories. On
this day (March 8, 1917) strikes took place in 50 factories with
81,543 workers. The strike movement turned into political demon-
strations and conflicts with the police. Thus the February
revolution began in Russia.
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le Moments

y S. Gopner (Moscow)

There are orgettable moments in the history of millions as
well as in the life of individual human beings. They are never
repeated under the same conditions. Of this kind were the days,
hours and minutes of the Leipzig trial and Comrade Dimitrov’s
behaviour at this trial. In those unforgettable days not only every
individual fighter of the great Communist world army, but millions
of toilers of the most varied political opinions were united by the
same feeling of joy and pride, the feeling of the triumph of truth
over falsehood, of light over darkness, humanity and culture over
barbarism, reason and noble human feeling over narrowminded-
ness and baseness. Revolutionary heroism, clearness of mind and
strength of will power, as well as the superior Communist morale,
found the strongest expression in the attitude of Georgi Dimitrov
before the Court of the fascist hangmen, that Court which was con-
verted by the accused in the dock into a Court in which his hang-
men were standing trial.

The memory of the first days after the fascist upheaval come
to our mind. The bitter truth had become a fact. ... A heavy blow
had been dealt the German and international proletariat. The
German proletariat, which had not yet shed its illusions and its
confidence in the Social-Democratic Party, proved to be powerless
to bar the way to fascism.

Dimitrov’s attitude at the Leipzig trial illuminated like a
powerful searchlight the European horizon. When previous to the
Leipzig trial the international campaign in defence of Dimitrov
announced the first stage of the anti-fascist wave, Dimitrov’s atti-
tude became a powerful stimulus to a unity movement comprising
millions of toilers.

The Leipzig trial attracted the attention of the whole of the
world press. Literally the whole world followed the unique duel
between Dimitrov on the one side and German fascism on the
other. Dimitrov, who had been imprisoned in the first days of the
upheaval, placed in chains and thrown into jail and accused of
having burnt the Reichstag, was for months threatened with the
executioner’s axe in spite of the fantastic absurdity and the
obvious falsity of the accusation. Cut off from the outer world,
Dimitrov thought over quite alone his attitude before the Court,
-an attitude upon which he knew his life depended. He elaborated
a definite plan, not a plan for the defence of his own life, but a
prilliant strategic plan of battle between Communism and fascism.
In this battle, which was fought out during the trial, there stood
on the one side of the barricade the handcuffed Dimitrov, quite
alone. The faintheartedness of the renegade Torgler, for whom
the miserable fear for his “ precious ” life was the sole guiding idea
of his shameful attitude, led Torgler to betrayal of his class. The
passive, vacillating attitude of the two Bulgarian Communists,
Tanyev and Popov, who were unable to grasp the great implica-
tions of the moment and their whole historical responsibility, could
not serve as a support to Dimitrov in any way. On the contrary,
they rendered his position more difficult. But Dimitrov was con-
fronted with wild, brutal fascism, drunk with blood and thirsting
for fresh bloody deeds, a fascism which had just achieved a great
electoral victory.

Dimitrov accepted the challenge. He did not feel alone and
deserted. He felt that there existed the Soviet Union, the father-
land of the international proletariat, the country of victorious
socialism, the greatest guarantee of the invincibility of Com-
munism. He felt that he had to defend a revolutionary position.
He felt himself to be the spokesman of millions of toilers, their
champion and leader. He realised that he was the son of the great
army of workers, and before all the son of the Communist world
army. He spoke as the representative of the party of millions, of
the Communist International. He did not defend himself; he was
the accuser. He went into battle and won it. This battle was won
not only by Dimitrov, but by the whole of world Communism, by
the international proletariat. Fascism, which had just scored a
victory, received the first heavy blow and the first serious warning.

The framed-up charge against Dimitrov collapsed. The fascists
did not dare to kill Dimitrov: they felt they were not strong encugh
for that. The extraordinary accuracy with which Dimitrov aimed
his shots at his accusers, his unexampled replies, questions and
answers tore the mask from the fascists.

Thanks to Dimitrov’s attitude, the Leipzig trial became one of
the most disgraceful pages in the history of fascism, one of the

most brilliant pages in the history of the Communist world
movement. Dimitrov’s name became the banner of millions of
anti-fascists, the banner of unity in the struggle against war.

Dimitrov was kept in prison even after his acquittal. But in
the whole world the united front -movement for his defence grew.
Dimitrov’s acceptance as a Soviet citizen was welcomed by the
whole world. And then the day came when Dimitrov arrived by
aeroplane in the Soviet 'Union. With lightning rapidity
the news reached Moscow, and tens of thousands rushed to the air-
port. It is impossible to describe the joy which filled not only
Dimitrov’s closest comrades and friends and the rank and file of
the Communist International, but millions in the Soviet Union and
in the whole world.

For weeks thousands of letters poured in to Dimitrov; workers,
toilers, intellectuals, the best representatives of science and art
from all corners of the world sent letters of greetings to him.

On the same evening of his arrival in Moscow Dimitrov gave
an interview to representatives of the press in the Hotel Lux.
Simply and quietly he related the facts of his imprisonment, trial
and release, and declared that he did not intend to cease the
struggle against fascism even for a minute. Another interesting
detail, of his journey to Moscow is worth mentioning: when the
plane which brought Dimitrov to the country of Socialism stopped
for a few minutes at the Koenigsberg airport, Dimitrov succeeded
in declaring to the official representatives of the town who had
assembled at the airport that he hoped to return to Soviet
Germany in the not very distant future.

The Communist International received Dimitrov as its pride,
as its hero covered with glory, as its faithful standard-bearer, as its
leader. Some months afterwards Dimitrov, at the head of the
Seventh World Congress of the Communist International, called
with burning words for unity, for the proletarian united front and
the broadest people’s front in the struggle against fascism and
war. This call aroused lively response throughout the whole world.

The fourth anniversary of the burning of the Reichstag, the
third anniversary of the release of Dimitrov, are characterised by
the victories of the anti-fascist people’s front and the international
solidarity of the toilers in the struggle against fascism, which
openly comes forward in the international arena as the incendiary
of a fresh world war.

But during these four years the forces which are opposing
fascism and war have grown tremendously. The peoples of the
world and whole States which are not interested in war are more
and more rallying round the Soviet Union, which, thanks to the
fact that it has finally and irrevocably established socialism, has
become an important factor barring the way to war.

The growing international front in defence of the Spanish
people is the greatest achievement of the peoples of all countries
in their struggle for peace, in their struggle for bread and freedom.

Neither the intervention in Spain, nor the German-Japanese
agreement for combating of Communism and for war on the Soviet
Union, nor the Trotskyist agency of fascism, is able to rétard the
progress of the mighty advance of the People’s Front in all
countries—a movement whose mission it is to carry fascism to its
grave.

The name of Dimitrov will continue to be the guiding star of
this movement; it will call the masses to the fight, inspire them
with enthusiasm, and lead them to victory. The complete shatter-
ing of fascism, the triumph of the international anti-war and anti-
fascist front, will be bound up indissolubly with this name.

Women and the United Front

Communists, above all women Communists, must remember that
there cannot be a successful fight against fascism and war unless
the broad masses of women are drawn into it. And agitation alone
will not accomplish this. We must find a way of mobilising the
masses of toiling women around their vital interests and demands,
taking into account the concrete situation in each instance, in the
fight for their demands against high prices, for higher wages on
the basis of the “principle of equal pay for equal work,” against
mass dismissals, against every manifestation of inequality in the
status of women, and against fascist enlavement.

(G, Dimitrov: Speech at the VIIth World Congress
: C.I.,, 1935.)







