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The calling of this generation
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the catastrophe oceurred just at z time when the general mood and
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but it wild=mememhormnmest pick one ay it semes to s hall., In this .
will be revealed the "meaning’ of the war, *Contest of races" - "the
Widdle-Eactern quﬂatlaﬁ" - "Anglo-German rivalry® - "the Raghdad
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by the montk, And all the time no-one medesstassnabnebdsabhesmbnen
had an? clear notion of how the war wasfbusulble at all. Paerecgtill

Tle _u-h._- L P :”a-‘f‘:-' -t 4t ¥

w&aéanlangaiinLi#aiaqu ttut in meomwewndd the world of curs such &
e g Fod 4,.:|| 'f"-"'hf

thing B The war was plnd iy 1wnasaihTu. And because wasentially

B o]

Chtn of Al orAE Ll @ d no d

evervbody vwas thinking in such +erm5;—qndhqa~9ua.uaiexataad&&g

el

momhaeenmn one would aseribe to gsome terrible, sbiding delusion -

R BT "r‘en_r

the expectanc? wag, that it Bﬂ”uai&cﬂﬂe to an end gll by itself, and

that%is, the war was not credited with mess more reslity than



Yo gt nny time; vesddme@E not right now, then Ettiﬁ?'sﬁon... "It
: been holding out go  mhmsmvedwmes long, "
fantastic enough that it hes, nmmmmmnmﬁnmnmnﬂﬁmmgm pPeople wn:rul-4 ﬂay.
the ~
ffnmm Though it was/themselwves who had been holding aq;ﬂl&mhﬂm&m”

dmonten-and helding the Tronts, the general feeling momeshan ran
somehow 1in the reveraa. But no one was guite sure how.

2. Bnnﬁ&ﬁﬁ#mquiéJv

nﬂu{fhu basic fraME‘EE

i s

mind of our tlﬂvf ﬁbsterlt? will be guite unable to cancelvg}

-
L ay

In thla mdd very ange¢lmate of apinion thE Lndlvidual sﬂuL
"ﬁ-“-:". '“h'u -]-E':' b
e I

.\-L

fell prone Tﬂ'a traly peculiar condition. It was s sickly condition,

penda '4--.|.=l~,_’ '»‘
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xept invoking
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of men related to the state they defended as the part relates to
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stﬂr?ﬁﬁéuﬁAspared wed either womenusr children. Nearly as many infant

children died in thig war as adult males.
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sacrificing the whule? : or the sake of the whole., ¥nich plampds
defies understanding. Tor tﬁis eould be justified only by wmeme ends
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1life, prumerTv. welfare and happiness of the 1hﬂle. Ent such ends
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faltETEC.'TlllLthe tortured soul wag numbed in the eni, and com-
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each resliza-
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bt we cannot even adeguately describe it. Bedter times to cone
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shall never learn the simple truth, that one

e fpesety b "
uf the nffiictluﬂs of tﬂe great war, both at the hinterland ang :
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in the trenches, was Poredomi The beredom of a world without mezning.
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g man muat feel bmegedme-aven the endless ligts of méﬂﬁkug drawms in
of 5 class- 1ﬂt*er?, though he well knows thet his lﬂtferv ticku..
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Lrdeckdvis hia faﬁe,“ie contal ned there1n.«ﬂn,nlng appeaked-te Lhu
imagination., The famed battlefields, the most heroic &ivisians ayen

vemainai outside ®F the imagined, Jiamt hattles, ﬂunth loﬂg gncoun-
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tera, E&zﬂgﬁa;iu~-u I ette blockade, new battle gear,
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The su?ges+ive rower of this mood was such that minds glVﬂH tﬂﬁit
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raradox began to. paieégrqmﬁwiﬁﬂﬂuiataﬁaivg the* whola affaix)ﬁs not
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worth taking note of, r%ening that it amounts to nothing,
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Posteritv, when news of this huﬁféum will reach ity will
put it ddwn elther to some particularly frivolons or Lo some par-

ticularly keroie attitunde, The more objective minds perhaps to the
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complex ﬂe*lev of eventgl fhaugh EﬂaijtV'is wﬁﬂijﬂlﬂlfferEﬂt. ixact-

1y =23 beiore, people were intereate*" in everythiag ‘t*la‘t carried
meaning, Jossip and intrigues; = fight put nﬁ by the wegker, =
peraseution of the innocent moved public opinion eesws much as before.
Teonle were far more 1ntareutb* in & single 11t+1; 1ie that was i
exposed than in the mosat gigaﬂtic truth, e which ﬁéau#a nnable o .
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The desth{cf a small ehil?, left alome while 4= mother was Laing

ratd e _
o for bread wes more amply talked azbout, than the day's news from

thﬁ\ﬁmaﬂham battlufrﬂnta... Tut this solving of the riddle will
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remain our own secret ﬁguterltv viii-—restess the image of our tlmﬁt
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racoris the winning numbers ey Tho iz to imagine the
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ﬁ@ﬂfﬁﬁﬁ#ﬂﬂ&ﬁﬁ{i fami Liar Juties, Wq“k =nd itas reward, exertion and

its wagesg all that had changedj, rn gnme Eadsddmnigmie unde’ined

snd unfathomable wayi everything had changed ani was no more what it
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nsed to be. The former mekisveseessbbbbs functlnns&1n haman soclety,

‘$me trnditional roles in the state, e natural human relations
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@enaiﬁa%e{&the lives of individuales.
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The conscience of the circles could never be cleaT,

for in the war it was not possible to govern, Chance decided the
freed
fate of programmes, Those destined to lesd were leading w3y in
fmu-t..iau.} L Lonag
sppearance. In reality they swedbefatterinelsy in tus wake
Litke mtf.n; Cpatdered  Ha
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quarter's press—retscses, Vet fthev hsd to

determination than ever} fo pretortsts purposefulness and clarity

of aim%{with no purpope, no aim, This lie actally poisoned demees
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e the whole of publie life, ouf nothing could be Zdome about
e ] &N 8 '
1t, for 1t was covered syles by complisested nopeorances. ﬁugrgsvern-
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foatinuitr in internal politice g, also led to new and new
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morally objectionable appusrances. Toverament continued to Jerire
'r,..cH,r i”-.t Rk
hﬁﬁ&mtn date from the confidence vested in =& by puhlic Gplﬂldﬂ,

by the same public opinion which to evolve and to foster Wes TArar-
ded ma a prime task of guvernment; taak, of which control, again,
restes with publie spinion... In such a palace of mirrors one had

to lose one's wav, irvvtzknsgni;nuuﬂraﬁﬁ.
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in operation, with nll its party- a#age1ngsur 1ta tragﬂaara. The
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mini sty (Pight have been Eilﬁﬁr&+iﬂgp in its 1ﬂ“er ”ITQfEA it

pidd—tw the likely exigencies af the ﬁuraigﬁ policy situation =
wethan-de intreiuce Jf#ﬁﬂrmcv; or G erech autocracy® — while they
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e counting up the votes peeded for its mejoritv - all this for the
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asks of apoeaTance withaﬁf faitn or comviction. Teciosions wers

made elsewhere. Tovernment, qulic_upiniﬂn ans parties vere playing
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at polities under the wh#pIs ot the Tiresd mill.®5.

During the times of t%e “urgpricua the UPDJdltlJﬂ& hai glso
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loat thwlr ralgon d1gtre, but like M&ﬂ#ﬂﬂ@qﬂih*hﬁmEMhimﬁﬂﬁiﬁ;ha?iﬂg

I . v
lost #hﬂ@$ justification in- thoge himess they did not, for that

: erba {conpadtdng
romnson, rcease 1o pwigh, The war wasg theiymm:mnu@APalamltv of the hhmeg
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Yet it wag ap open gecret th?t the gpoosition parties had only
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ghelved their criticism, they had sot for that matter rTencunced it.
H&-L».U \‘.r‘-flf l.x".grlvf"';'
F&-Hh#-?-e«--th-&-? 1ijrfﬂ.ﬁram rom the eriticiam they might have
: _.i_;:u.-.?" f.-tﬂ\. J!lLﬂi"l-Lr Uf- ’{B':'r {{- Y : 4 :
exercised, ﬁhh&&hﬂuumgﬁﬂ-ﬂauy Adid mmbmmmmemotmem not. This self-

reatraint, then, theéxméaﬁaé ﬂmwn as s gaﬂd Laiﬁ* Tar themselves,
Thus, it was Elﬂg?& tﬂL party most opposed to thP war which had the

Freateat merit devedd, thelr self-restraint being e grestest. Had

o Adciel

thgv openly admitted that they, like, others, were carried away by

the warlike mood, thev would not only have lost their fﬂllawing,

bnt4ﬂ0nlipalqo}have become leas of a utidity for the govermment,
?TL k3 L= |?‘ e
?hgnjibv prutending to D?DD&E WET y f&e up Jsltlaﬁa even d4id well by

'I et F‘.—NI
thermselves, nﬂ{?heﬂ mmul“ never haVﬁ nnlnnﬁ-& admitfed; had they
T A PRGN - r
changed their banvicflons amd taci*ly.hurnad_inta gupporters of the mm

nr.;,, '.1"—\-;1-\.-1-: ....-.-__. be o L I-’Ff'lﬂu! #lg
war fv.‘hichl'larﬂ'elv mmrqw«ma—ﬁtm they would have preten-.
"Il.A..-" M, “
[} - 3 5 *
des’ to be scting sgaingt thelr comvictions, and merely for ths meesd

-~

m# sake of the country. This, as a matter of faclt, was considersd

laudable by all, themzcelves included.

strata omd
The earning memesmmmns small businessmen were equally dis-

F—n-n---vr’—ﬁ-l—

comfited. To start w;th;thev nlosed down their shops and made ready
5.&-\-4/\.5-

for e st of tusiness, out of work, They waited and endored,

They waited for all goods and merchandises to give Dut and der the

war to stop, Fut the war fot the better of it. Shmibdmamsm Far fram
Pl e .FIJ:,- mefl &- 5
gtopping on thig account, it ¢n¢urcei the greatest buaq4 #wm near-

complete lack of raw materials mﬂtwithatanﬂing. Only poor merchandiee

: ! & ch.;,i.E‘

eould be delivere s thoumhy Tor gmud merchandisge there was none,
La.wr-‘ap-.f‘{.'m

T ﬂeliver poor wares, however, was Smm a dangerouws amﬁ*@t, lt cowld

bring g digtinctiong or e c¢lse a prison sentence. The merchant =
_r'-t.f.'-ff.ﬂ, " :
ocoupation became - m a8 Tigky as the aohddvsodhees bDlﬁlEr S
Faak R efaed M:EE\ o

The notorious ?Tantv)s#@ﬂd'hefare hig judges in Vienna nn:#h==g¥=ai

f!‘l.q E‘F'fu-.l' I}l‘""t-'h i’ 'ﬁ.r"’hr "'IFI'*H-\J-'H 'uﬂﬁ'n".".\‘-u' {-'lf"".[. o
1 1] III
/n'
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M.. ‘rﬁ L. A
g Manne T of hero. Bxeept, this
A ;’fmr few i~
kind of riak and peril did mot brivg true HIQTF,Alt WaS taJ-maa¥$$¥
fmc,u-xf: .f‘m«t. |iu '.‘!HFH
mmtagﬁqr—#hab* The ﬂnmﬂrﬁnb new rlcﬁag; easl ly come by,ugn—ﬁh@

. phler-hemd “olied the fairy-tales of thrift and abst1WEhta, ahﬂunhnmg

o yan odle) ailageiha )
thug tnruw:np ﬂuubt anﬂ uncertal nty on tﬁa glmrian¢f Taﬂg-aﬁqﬂtlﬁﬂ

1‘_|,-, "'II"‘I"-"

IA-L.
fortunes. ?aﬂﬁéa war-alma it was the middle-clasy c*tlvanry who were
rmost involved ani intereste:, gnd they were tﬂe ones most sericusly
z -"rrr ir-"-* Bt ”'.f-i.n_“,
Hi=dpe i gturbed bf the incesssat Ehiftlg%\ﬁ#&ﬂ:ﬁﬂﬂ=ﬂﬁﬂﬂ“ﬁﬂn¢ﬂﬂr
o%bersl For justice, right and homour are one thing, swd markets,
quotas and oil-wells are snother. The ones mhmmim#mm spell enthusi-
aen and sacrifice, the others prsfit and caleulation. Eut the twain

Yept alternating in the minis, mmeh as crest &nﬂ.traugh alternated in
the gound’s vibration - their i?ﬂlﬂﬁﬂ g there-and-hack waxingmﬁz
pne great morsl ﬂiEEUﬂaﬂce.{E;Eﬂ business could Basy besa o war-alm
only / ln case the war haégz;én. the material sacrifice brought for it.

p i laa i, : AL

Embﬂnﬁmidnct war itself MEH business ol peeded aims ﬁ!lPE found,

/
only in opder that business might be prolonged Mltua-
f .

£ ot T u...‘\ 4-*'..
tloQthmﬂhaagﬁu eve_ tq@ most primitive moral code, stodeon=tE lends
vrgotical
mvtn the bualﬂeasman s we11-trﬁ1vemvae got dizry, Raving to focus
abdevvalsd,
oW on the immediate Urabentrwﬂaw on the distant future, 4t times

rrospective peace appear&i to him as the only reﬂll*ﬂ, that was 1to
ﬁ._e‘k.% L pee [ ERbad [T sz
briﬂ”ruﬂﬂtiﬂuﬂtijﬂ #& the womted wave o%{pe*rvé#y@ gt other times
3 ._vf-'».-.if :'rr'l“’ Ll g St iy
he was snatching ﬁt the chaneces dﬂfFEFBJ hwn¢hawm¢mun¥q:anﬂ eVETy)-
(LT
thing else paleds An‘ according to whether he expected his buBlHEbH to

b of gy darm e @ g 'l:"'-l_l'\'l-'l-r‘{

thrive through war sr through pesce, the whole person Fs¥eug “Tnei-

-

dentally, he did not feel safe even on his home grournd; the devil of
the exchange-rate was ever present, The more he earned, the less 1T
wag worth, Te was being enticed to buy war-loamns by the argument,

thet it will rid kRim of his ready momev, and what's over will be worth



I‘_‘_,_:--n——u
more than mmmﬁm all of ittwauld Dﬁkﬁfhﬂrﬁlﬁﬂa Thus state-credit
""" T LA t.m-:.hn?.&-mﬂ
was Tounded on lack of cun*1&e%ce, the state @uu&;f*muﬁ =syprgrery
- o] Ju f:"-u-.r
;aubacrlﬁtlonsrﬁn Wdr loanf a3 a kind of fEHdlﬂQ on usury{&h$=ﬁh$eh

the Wdtflﬂt 42 in o poesition fto explnlt the Etdaua The confusion of

the ecitivenry was complete,

Aty b ehefl '::‘r"“‘”" A u"“" il e
The peasant was un#tﬂaa&h&m_h;eedtng and Laeaz:na&&ymanﬁ

nup B

ri-gaing=himgelsy +ill he himgelf
good and what wss bad, ut of blood eame fortune, daheshrbiRnr

what was

nuanhmmiem fa&ulﬂua richesg out of the countYv s *1re misevvzﬂﬁe

5 ﬂatrlu 50 lcng B he was”*ﬁﬂ LDHB?’E# T O
hﬂﬂmﬁyJ

Kﬁﬂﬁ himguldf

gL

}113 maral 4ﬂun4a'tiamu werse ﬂlll; 1r1g ﬁ?nr tw *"lrst time J':L!:'!
- {:',Fu_‘_f .{'Ln fﬂ'l-i'.l l;'l_llf_n.-!.uf;n

fonkmow the voice of i uﬂlF§E1+ereat£ Lacking all soecial training,

he failedy ignordniousiy. The cheaper his own life was on the
k T .-g"
ALY E .!;'_.\.'_l.—-‘. LAY ¥

fronts, the ﬂﬁaaﬁy{he made the lives oprguapla at home,. His naked
gelfl- interabt rgde roughshod over all and everything that wmewdd
cauwfer-h&mu fdeals, the common good, the patrie. .

Bt It wes the proletariat who were to fall into the gravest

moral erisis due to the outbreak of the WAT for only their policies .

were gugtained by o phbdaspe philosophy, =ad only tﬂerr applied higher
r"“-""‘-fl'i:f- i i

mﬂral standards to their sttitudes. It wowdd have been their enter-

ing tete worldi higtory... AllL eves were on them. Amd then, baedass
o e

in the Pmsseme: of a world tense with expectation, in the sight

of all and suniry something came to paa . whi-ek ﬁumb*auﬂiugqthﬂn ot
n-.qqf.._l'l..ur -c"._tfl'.'. 1:1?.4: . _r li,‘ut.ﬂ.t .M-l,r-tn."la..g IL:J:‘.-"‘\_
ﬁhinﬂithev themee lves nevur, th@ﬁﬁﬁ au@mﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁ_Lﬂﬁznhfgh “L?b&lb‘
I‘J':gur
R L TR T B S 11590p11n+mEﬂh; mmnmnfniefat ﬂlaappolntMant
i.ll.-’\..-l'-flf. Ay I.t h&-j hﬁe‘l_’j k
50 *ﬁtn*u%, that tee ifeal csnked survive it. Por/theiT cxpectation

and thede ardent faith fhat on the dav war breaks out bae mourgeois

world will swaken Lo the Infernastionzle,"The intarnatianal et



.g:uc ! inri- 4

capitalist syniicate, which incites the peoples against each other”
zhall finj}the peoples of the earth, grown to mat f;t%.faniﬂgztx

in cloged ranks} Tnatead, it was the proletariat awakening to the
r e Ly {"E"—"_‘.r

.fact;that the peopless all, and thew thsmaalv&s&mﬁﬁﬁ&iﬂmﬂ, were

bubninz in the sinful fevers of the war; Phat memories, emotions,

luyaltiésf long thought deady arose and prevailed against Bk their
; .} !H-ug p£ b
oW inte"tiﬂns, thelr hopes, their betier selvesz... But ithde—mms
LBt o it v ! fotanny

i F.
na&:#hmrﬁnﬁnﬁiﬂﬁi Anather uurni'ﬂrr waa in stggev agreeatle =

v‘{cft.#'rﬂ_
the more pmpphEmmemad -disqui&tinaﬁ tE’iu 'pl‘t. ie soongeguences of
L -~ :
the great climb=down did mot mattrlalivL..ilL the horrors of the
M{\_,xrfr f'...f-...tl.n. F ) f?.t_tarﬂ,
war were to be vipifted on the proletarist. Put fvee cunscinuaness

have
of deserved suffering would ssb=Swesd kept alive the aganlzlﬂg

shame over the sin committed assainst ihemselwves, and such comseious-
Slodadigr [etn fio eanaurt
negs would have mﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁnhheutikﬂﬂ&Ff g better future, Instead,

to their stupefaction, they fourd themselves smong the crivileged

of the war. Orgsnized labour proved indiwpensable in keeping the

L e ."'.,.r

_Tﬁﬁ@#rwnﬁ-fznﬁﬂfrgd goimz . Thelr Uniona, thelir preps and their leader-

ship tucned into eszential imgrediemis of the martime state-machine,

1?£“rgfrunale ol the mar ?ﬁ MJM“ put " df e

Ttliuvedﬁ*rﬂn paving tribute im blood, =1lowsd to stay/at their plaecs

Bohos ™
r

fﬂy%ﬁﬁu?%&éﬁ#ﬁmﬂﬂ:;Eﬂﬂﬂﬂiiﬂﬂﬂ While the unsrganirzed maa&eg}m&d the

Tabble, the patriotiec nopulaes wera 1aid low B znd decimated by
-,{r {»-..:lf:-nr 5 % + o 2 s
the €veomt and by starvatiom, the intermationsl elite of the working-
i 5 I.-QQ_,.L A
class mmgemedm were treated with comsideration. Thus, fthey were nod
£ ? '
If}{'.l-mtf'

cveﬂlthﬁugreatest losers of the warj s so faded even the last hape

could have saved ths continaity of revaolutionary tradition,
. ik
4, Such =E—epeetl ¥as our cpoch, auch a, gener&t;aqﬂuur g

neration. et
: L love
TL never ¥Xnew where it-fﬁg, whera 1t came from and where it wau
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goinaz, It raudﬂ not be equal to the emergency, for the nature of
/ .fr a7 : :
the nﬂﬁfg@ﬂﬁﬂ was ﬂot knawsr to 11, Tts suffaring ccoculd not be puare
£y ol ".--A.<.Jﬁ-u.¢;ifJ = {e 02 =
"ﬂg?JﬂkiﬂmgﬁifiCﬂﬂt, because it esexied noymesning. Plood hed grown, cheap,

brea? dear, sickness had become a physical advantoge znd money, for

which people would give everything, bought mothing., There was no
L\,fJIﬁ{ 1
s Tt al ot iaquwiuaturh}ﬂ Lake the measure of the world. Hezlth, fortune,

bread, las Eﬁﬁzgijﬂlﬂ heroism were s0o manvy guestion marks. Zmd=w 4.
: : had
world which hal loat evervthing,  received imosssEssmse but one thing
' E i
“e F e

in exchange, bk one thn+{c3u1d yalomeemndt sive e rich vield.
3 :
Bo. It eh lﬂﬂeﬂm, that even e mere intimation of it muddbmadeban

wag 8 moving experienced all mamkind was mem animgted by e Coow-

: 1+‘h’n*h|'1“¢~’| :lhuf Loy aw x_jt,tu,n-"ql w1 ﬁ.z._rf-_au..;' ol ,ﬂumamf
ledge of the nev rbebewre-Swas e ] rﬂ(uitlmate dis
e B B Badra s

mentd, 2ismspedrmmentd wglﬂh a whole gaﬁeratlun endorsed withhnmmmy

Pf pained Eurpfiﬂ;T~;£;£§:I;F Sﬁaﬁa,hfurturlﬂg and crestive, The mew
THVElatlﬂﬂ hit usg like £¢febirth of yinner knowledge, “All the flaws
of the past, its empty slogans, itas rurturej-grejudic¢a. ita&naii;mm

assurance, its cynical affectations of sericusneass, and its wnhols
oriminal heedlessness lay open before ugy we understood. Wast became
evident to us was not how we could have avoided the war, but that

: fwfﬁaw {,n Iﬁ LYY Ed‘.
all our doings to date , H&dﬂmﬂﬁ: that war unaswoldeble. What we per-
celvﬂi was ﬂﬂtf who was to blame, but that. we all were. Could man-

cams i
have sowdded its revelation into imatitwtions, the birth of

kind bu

C ok

B '
2 United States of Hurope would ngdt have taken lonz, But all this e

fr—c;l'\.ntl-"n-l'l.}
mersly passed-—tereusl the minds like lightnivg, ﬂaﬁ—#uﬁ fleeting

recognition of ﬁﬁa#me pingle instant, qﬁemnwulle'zﬁe years ﬁnﬁﬁﬂi

. : & E T :
pyEm were vassing over mankindp-whiedk-wes neither more nor leaga
o
in sfaturﬂ than usual, Fiever-whcse. mind.and -soudd the puwe“s of old
gveh ey Late Js
ware keeping up sismbe the appearance of their anenhordships swayﬁ



I

.f"{&ﬁ

S hiniata -

e

iiilawe“vthlnﬂ1au4mﬁm%awga¢ﬂ meanlng and justifie oann

LV

.

1

iﬁﬁ ]ﬁa inzg idea,. ﬁh! Tesrnl ng ! ufff&euw puwers g to make thess
B el 2t W SRy

Tﬁ?elatiﬁﬂah_ﬂrgﬂtueﬂ, B falaify them, tar deny thelr reality,
Yow, truth mar be gathered in a flash, but it cannct be so fast

forgotten. Eﬂdnheep down evarv%ghv fait that the pain of tnese very
ek : W fx:u-\mqufi : fh#‘d\ﬂ‘:’ .
Ilvzieglaangaa#WHnts waiq%he last waluable, e ﬂa;nA;n this warj
ﬁha%KWIth the Dutbregﬁ of war-415+ary had apﬂken ity ﬂeaﬁag%' wnat

i

by b
comes aiter 3 ey rewa+1t10ﬂ... The lHd”OH, st anv rate.Lw1}f be
AT,
adnred

tfliad,
mankind ¥s wies fal peene,the auffering. And that lesson shall be

the heritage of the ages,

-

9, These great lessons which aes inheremd in our time, coat
fudemiant,? ¢

thanbawmanafonmam mi 1lions of pmenbsesm huvar lives, To sdetdtl them,
to zragp them entirely will asnhipesfahintn ol heanentagenenstiannsms
be the labour of the next generation, Put we must - nmever forget that

it is our shame which shkall make their minds and sols suscepliible
) 3 3 -&'v"-—ixﬂ v f' iy by : i
to the task anmd it will %e our llaﬁﬂi!!qﬁ"ﬁnta whieh will open thelr
: Eo iy
ereg, The heritage of mankind rests with our true and @ewarisht

witneas,.
f r hﬁ i i s i
L Ewo kinds of okbutacles] shel have o avereuﬂq ne 185
i il
temptation, #haﬂhuhsa ta be fought down withim ourselves, the obtner

iz danger coming tu us from others.

~—— First and foremost we havc to resist the temptation o ﬁg
fals £ .Iliu """# E{-“ -
forzet v We rast ijac Ivieme, the *leetlﬂp present in word and

writing, in poetry anﬂ promge, in art and gnienoe - lueat time wauh
AL,
away ita realitr, Its ﬂrm rv mast Be faithfully guardest, os loses
et n gl Wﬁu’ﬂf:rn? 4-4-L~e"|.&1- ﬁ Ao, L -
e wrought Into atDﬂH tne Ter Jommandments, utuaﬁln* golemd words M

We must resist the ! iHTDP+1ﬂF tstdnce Ln loskigg b"ﬂﬂ.

Emﬂk

L 3 B . T -_,..
apaat. J - L
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pasgty Hxeent ~the [sembolance Is mis-

e R e T e e T R R

s i,t.-w{
leading. FE-Fegave way to the temptation of thisg senblancey

A e S :
B Wﬂulﬂ_igffLag*t; unnog?cmr'cal¢157. "hereforse, lat us very clearly
unﬂe“u.mnﬂj+ﬂat the mammmmmmrm ‘ept ri sual rualitv miimmhnahrman to
Acewilitr € Tape rennans o te mmq_:"n,

whickh we bear wiiness exists ﬁﬂ:ﬁ* inithe presenf‘“].&!ﬂ;',p::tﬁee -’E!'ﬁ-‘!‘-‘-‘?}l‘ﬂ

55¢'Tﬁe inaide gl1mpﬂe of the vreasent agéfrhere and now,

?iﬂnllv, we mat reatyt the temptetion of glorifieation,

whieh posterity will hestow on sueh a chosen generation as the
seneration of todav, We shall be judged by our epoch. I thdmEmmmnn

gpontyrt our fiwes were great, 80 sq all we be considered great, Aad
s i e L-r";-g_- W Ll o ‘:"x:w,_‘

we shall be sgked what thease tirmes were 1llke, fﬂrﬂw-ﬂ&“ﬁmw‘#i"l‘?-

aegeasd CUr honour and glorv in the eyes of posterlty will therefore

epend ov ourselwes. Fut we must not falter and we muat bear true

witne sy, for the sake of our ealling., We shall proelaim faithfuolly
. : L{“

what kird of a generation we have bHEﬂ,&chtey@DTaPLEH of the =

: ordeal

THig lasgty tmes will be the ‘la,rie'at mmated test of all,

Lumﬂ after the gther . i

Then we shall hevegcongnerses in our own selves)the tsmptations
of forgetting, of looking back and of glorificatiom , we phall
then encounter the dangers that will cowme to us from others.

{-#':";1 P ey ~d
Cne common fuuling. ﬂﬂp common dresd ﬂguhhumigakﬁc%#akﬁ

Togpether tbgu world of +0 av and all bek its historical forcess

5 l.l'-'f1 Hf
that it is the emd, the end, the end - irretrlevablv tleed Wﬂrlizﬂv
cassed awav. And qna'cumﬁﬂn will one common determination is at work
Emmbivim hidden ond sedretly in this moribund world, in all its
covernments and all its oppositions, a its sciemece and ite Teligiom,
its culture ani its civilizatimﬂ - one guilty hope is rife in
the minds of its mﬂhu&hnnmuﬁi ruling spirits - that in spite of all

Lr"‘.-cuﬂ.-l_..f
and evervihinr, thay s&all T G, tfmv shall forget everything,



thevy shall amilence everyone, they shall rend the tel l-tale pagéa
from the book of history and thevy shall continue as the rulers of |

the world — withcu+ fait“jand withou* convietion.
" him that
Woe to minowemmecmn ha“ heeq{unwan+ei witnesseg to the humilia-

tion of the mightv. For the mightvy ghall turn on #iaem him in 2 common
ef fort ,shoul2 he wish to testifry how things happenmed. And tae

epoch of today will be Sﬂﬂcfifleu, in gorfer to make it inmdccessible
heretics

Be—tdwe to those who search far the truth, and the anmmﬁa@ma who
mebhmremiiiee shol | believe the true witnessesy will be mebdemmde

osgtraciged,
Al
Yor inestimable interestslﬂ‘ the world's lﬂﬂg-Lﬂt&bliSﬂeﬂ

priest-pundite demand that posteriiy never taiemmmommiererneessedo

hear of today 's Revelstiom, That no word come through to them

i ey

71 the. Fijgiinf _blood)was heard to speak by &

e s ipwve Tz t-

whole generationg ﬂﬂq that we al 1, heard the Ward which apoke s us in
s, ”

the epoch of Iisppesbdadment and shame: ”L&ETL# off the worghip of

of any voice that

idols. 3#e where the fzlgs zods have led you, Pear etarmal witness to
the ghame 37 the present times and vou s2all find the righ+ Tay. "

¥ fﬂ.l..ku
Hﬂﬁ
To hear sach Tltnesq~m45+ ke Jrﬂﬂﬂﬂt ﬁ”ﬂaraulﬂﬂﬂ?M&ﬁtmL



The calling of this generation

%,

& generation is born into history, when it becomes aware
of its calling. And its worth will depend on the degres to which
it actually has fulfilled fhat cslling. Should it not recognize the
task uniguely mset out for it, should or eould it not take that task
upon itsgeld, it will meet the fate of the wiecked and slothful ger-
vant who buried the talent irn the earth. Such generations are xept
on record im the civie registers only and in the tax rolls, they
have no home save among the ecslendar vears, History kvows them ngt,
Such generations never cesme to 1ife, for they failed to recognise
the task that wounld have been their life.

What is the calling of ftoday's generation? It hss fallen to

L=

us as our lot to witness humenity's gravest tirtal. To the indivi-

dual of our time this is a blow %5 be spustained, but to the whole
; - 4 .-"r'-! i 2 § N Boher Wl

Tl fF

generation it is a calling to which i+t must live. wp. This generas

tion was made witness to the greatest morsl-event since the crusades

and the refermation. Bvery Tiﬂuté in times lixe these harbours
mare elements of recoguition and revelation than centuries aj
purblind and complacent vears. At such times we may glimpse the
hidden failings #ff the struu%hre of the sonl, which the ploged
epochs hide away, securely encased, The spirit of man, moved by
its sense of shame, seeks for the right way and finds it. For
moral progress is the owmly open, sure snd gtraight road towards
inner growth and perfection. And neither is there a more waluable

or reliable earnest of this progress tham the sense of shame; nor

jg there any greater or more obvious calling for today's generation



]

than to bear trme witness in throwing open to the world our great
ghame.

1. Even the bare evenls before long will stand in need of

taegtimany,

Later gensrations will find 1t hard to believe even the
patent faets of our times, to take them £or literslly true. Fer
ingtance, they will not believe that the outhreak of the Ereat
war rcould hove taken the civwilized woarld erxtirely by surpriass;
that in the beginning publiec opirnion actually held the blundering
of diplomacy to be solely responsible for the calastropae; t gt
the cﬁtastfpphe pecurred just at a timﬁ whan the general mood
ard intent to aze such a corntest of the peoples arise, was already
on the wenes that in spite of this, enthusiasm was greatest in tha
beginning, becaass people were Just as guick in accepting the faet

hey wezre sure before, that

£

that,; after all, there is a2 war om, &
it ig entirely out of the smestion, We ourselves can hardly beslieve
all this to have besn so0; how could epochs of the far future bellews
it? To a mankind long conditicned to peace, wg% was the very esszunce
of absurdity, an exotic adwenture, in whieh, however, everybody
mad to take part. And since every country was egqually agaregsaed

upon, the soeialists, with apparent justifieation, eould speak

of g defensive wer. And so the unlversal defensive war weis 0Mu..

Tnitil war itself came to stand for greatmess snd value, being

both new and & renswer of thinze. Umtil the great gacrifices fin-

slly engendered the "great times.," In the followlmz they all the

time beeame only grester and greater... Later thie guestion came

q 1 : e - - o ¥ et
up, what exactly the wer was about? Ieny pasple d4id not undersiand

the spestion or replied that the time to put it was not yet. Thus,



they did not regard it as a verture, but rather as some aimless
compulsicn to which we all were made prone. It was not being carried
on for apr asim, but it would pick one a3 it came to & halt. In that
will be revesled the "meaning" of the war. "Contest of rages” -

‘the Widdle-Hsgtern gquestion'- "Aaglo-Jerman riwvalry" - "tne Baghdad
railway" - "Belgian integrity™ -"Mitteleuropa" - "Encirclement” -~
*pmerican hegemony over Burope" - "Algace-Lorraine" - "ascendance
of the yellow race" - "the fight of democracry sgainst asutocracy” -
"Freedom of the Sezsa" - each and every one of them at one time or
gnother stood for the "meaning?® of the great war which, "im the
nature of thingsy “"evidentlr" was bound Lﬁ'terﬁivute, now In the
west, now in the east, now in terms of Dblood, now in terms of gold,
of nerwves, of shipping space, now im one tremendous batile, Row

in attrition and fighting +to the lsst maon, now in the annihilation
draw. These sloganz atood 1n npo relation to

y -

sach other at all, rather, ther were mutuslly exclusive. Thyy changed

pf ome side, now inm

i

ag = matter of fashion an® one swv? the zaxne section of the public wod
would subseribe now to the one, now to the other, or a third, or a
fourth of the "meanings?, in whkich they then thought fto have found

the key to the caﬂpﬂﬂﬂum. According to whether the reports from the

battlefields were fevoursble or not, peolets whols Weltamachanung,
their basic views ir the moral ani social Tield would turm inte
theks stark opposiles. Neted publicists out of deep comvietion
changed their deep convictione bv the month. And =11 the time no-
one had any clear notion of how the war was at sll nogsible. The
feeling rever quite passed that in the world of ours such a thing .

E ; g o ST T
mt of fact was imposeible. And Decause egoential iy

=

sz the war in po

i s red snding - that
avervbody was thinking in sach terms snd no-ong understanding



ig, the war wag not credited with more reslity than one would

aperibe 1o gome terrible, abiding delusien - the gensral expect-

ancy wag, that it should really come %o an end all, by itgelf, and
]

L

that at gy time, if mot right now,themn soen... "It's fantaatie

encugh that it has been holding out so long," pecple would say.
Though it was thev themselves who had had been holding out, aol-
ding the {ronts, the general feeling ran somehow in the reverse.
But no one was guite sure, how,

nite unable to concelve the basic frans

L

2« Popterity will be

FS

of mind of our time.

In this very odi, confused climaste of opiniom the inmdividhal
soul fell prone to a bruly peculiar condition. It was g sicukly
condition, pertaining to a public mood so painful snd perwvasive,
+hat none but the moat insensitive were immune te it., It was from
this mental siekness that the soldiers in the frontline suffered

mogt, 20 4id the prisoners and in the Finterland the more sensi-

tive people: women, and great numbers of men, suseeptible to iIt. But

who would kawe not suffered umder 1t? It was somelhing of the kKind

known to medicine ms depressive melancholia: the spirit ig dejected,

Forevo lT-

fd

o

vet restless. Conseciousness, ever narrowing, is helplessl
ing arcand one fixed point, That cne point was the war, In times
to come it will not soumd ecredible that the war's greatest 1l1l

was neither want nor wounds, mor sickness, nor strain but that pe-
culiar, e;usive presence that crippled the soul far and wide in
its provinee. and even less shall it be unmderstiood - even today

it ig xnowh onlv %o the Tew - that the true cause of this draad
condition lay not iw privations or other wartime miseries, un-

. 1 i : - I
certainties or dangers, but 1a gomething quite different,



The torment was the soulfs torment over existence that had
logt its meanimg. Wan cannot live in m world im which his searcih
for a meaning would be vain. Individual man, Jdumbfounded, kept
gazing into & tremendous catastrophe. There he stood, im the very

~idst of it, its cause he 3did not know, its aims refused them-

higar &

selves to his quurfiaq mind; of himgelf he did mol Know, was ne

an actor in it or mersly a spectator, and was it being enacted

for or agalnst him. One thing and one only he knew with aurpassing
nlaritvs: exlstence or none-existence of the war 7id in no way de-
'pend on his ocwn velitionm - vet in all that touched on tae war every-
one =211 the time kept invoking him and ais will. The heroes inm

the Tront line were implementing his will, also the enemy, when
juetifving his sets, was earrying out hig will, the fate of the whole
worldy it seemed, was vested in hig will. In vain dii he feel that +=
this was sheer delusion and had no reslity al allj that in a world sdb

which for him had no meaning, and the alms of which he did not know,
he could have no intznt nor will. Vet he himself no longer knew
what he willed and whether his metions were ithe outcome of his own

will or of the will of others, and if of others, who were they?

The very order of megnitude of the war was also harbouring

contradictions which confused the nimd, War is a means to an end.

Tyt the war and the srmies of today cannot be that. The armies of
former times, Eounting thousands or tens of thousands of men, relates
to the state thev defendad as the part relates to the whole. It is

alwave rational ts sacrifice the part tn gave the whele, But in

or as goodi as, For even if he d4id

this war evervome was o soldier

not hepoen to be a soldier, his freesom wes subject to as grave

5 . 1 i ife L = Men
1imitations, his property to as many risks, his life to a ¥
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privations, 88 1f he had been one, The war of mutually starvirg

out whole peoples spared neither #mm&n nor childirem. Wearly as many
infant children died in this war as adult msles. There is no 2nds
and meams here any more, no part and whole. We risked the wiole

srd did not stopsd at sacrifieinms the whole - feor the gake of the

whole, Thich clegrly defies semse and Uwﬂerstﬁﬁﬂing. For this ecoulg
be juptified only by emds more importani than the whole, more
important than life, property, welfare and happiness of the whole.
Tnt such ends conld be found only in implementing some absolute
moral asmetions, in complying with a moral dictate, whicn svands
above anvthing and evervthing...

gtion 1life is mnot live-

To the soul that lacks a sense of dire

oble: the hardships of the times rust cither be taken on ourselves
ne o ggorifice we want to brinz, or the vicissitudes of the epoch

-

sust be endured zs on elemental calamitv, a senseless celastrophe.

Only one who ia moved by s will and does no fesl the roughness of
: : el oty

the roa?, only one who is ready to suffer and treads tae path 1
& L

resiznation - only they can mpk# 4+ . Tut one must choose between

the two. Whoever is wevering shall hawe no place Lo Tepose in, for
the soul knows Tepose only in the agetive will or in pagssive enduring,
The present generationm, in its laser of bearing, was pacing along

an erndless Calvary, starting it anmew at every statiom at which it

fultered, Till in the emd the fertured sonl wae numbed snd conscious-

ness blunted Hach awekening hurt with new pain, each reallzation

|.,E.: B i ; :
brought new ﬂHﬂME. mhis i how today's generation was lingering

on the wav,ousure of itgelf

Wat anly ean we nol live fnm a world that is void of meaning,

we pgnnot evern adsguately dagaribe it. Happlier times to ecome saxld
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shatt never learn the simple truth, that one of the gravest afflicti-
ona of the great war, both st the Hinterland anmd in the trenches

was boredom - the boredom of & world without meaning. Tt may haeve
e X

resermbled a man must feel geanning the endless lists of drawas in

a clags-lottery, though he well Knows that his lottery-ticket - hig:
fate - is contained therein, There wss nmothing that would have meede

touched the imaginstion. The famed battlefields, the most hersic
divisions even remained outside the imagined. Giant battles, montia-
long encounters., changing blockaie-norms, new Dattle gear, turniag-
pointas in history - it was so much printed paper. Wany people had
stppped even reading the newspagersz, or they skipped the war news.
™he suzcestive power of this mood was such, that mm minds given te
tae vparadoxical began to profess, the whole affair, sesing that it
amounted to nothing, wms not worth taking note of,

Posterity, when news of this tedium will reacn it, will put
it dawn sither to some pvarticularly frivolous or to some particularly
heroic attitude., The more objective minds perhaps to the complex -
medlev of eventa, ZSeality, however, is entirely different. lIractly
o baetore, peopla ware interested in everything that carried nean-
ing. Gossip and intrigues; a fight put up by the weaker; persecution
af the incacent waved public opinion mueh as before. People were far
mare interested in s single 1ittle 1lie that was exposed, than iz
the most glgantic truth whieh they were umable Lo ponder. Moral
couTags still gave rise to heroes anﬁ while comhatants in thelir
millions perished namclessly, there were found to be veopls dedi-
cated to pesce, whose names all Surope knew, Tae death by fire of 5 @
amgll ehild, left alome while its mother was lining up for breac

would be more amply talked abeout than the day's Rews from the
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hattlefronts... Butthis solvimg of the riddle will remain our own

sgpret, To posterity the image of our time will come ir ready
bl = : - ond
alichés, colourful, in clear-cut centours. Tistory records byt the
¢
winring nuembers., Tho is to insgine the dread dulness of an unending

drawing of mumbers, who is to belisve that in the fromtline it was

boTedom that xillied the souls...

%, Mhere was no escapimg sueh a world. It would have been

in vain for people trying to withdraw into the closed realm of tiaeir

£5md their feet in the wonted world of fam

(e

professicns, hoping Yo

liar duties. Work and its rewar?, exertion and its wages - all that
had changed. In some undefined and untfathomable way evervihing had
chunged and wss no more what it used to be. The former functions
and duties in human sseietr, the traditional roles in the atate,
the natural human relations got muddled up and gconfused. The Gresat
rpdefinite took hold alse of the lives of individuals.

The monseience of the governing cireles could never be clzar,

fap in the war it was not posaible to govern. fhanece decided the
fate of prograsmes. Those deatined to lead were leading in appear-
snge onlv, Tr reality they stumbled along in the wake of svents
which ther, like others, gathered Fraom the General Headguarter's maig
daily bulletins. Yet they had to pretend to greater defermination
tihyan every to purposefulness and clarity of aima - with no purpose,
no aim, This lie poisoned the whaole of public life, but nothing
could be done about it, for it was covered up bv complex appear-
snees, Government, mesnwhile, guffered a constent lncreass in power,
owing not so muech to its successes, then to its failéres. This

ind of enhanced responsibility was hardly an elation, ratier it

De b

gmall wonder if

e e .
was both depressing anid confusing to governmente.



gy tried a1l they could in the war of devolution of zower.

Contiruity in internsl politics also led tuiﬁaw and Heﬁﬁmuralbg
objectionable a;geﬁrances. Foverrment continued to derive their
maniate from the comfidence wested in them by public vpinion; by
the same public opinion which to evolwe and to foster was regarded
s3 a prime task of government; s task, of which contrel, zgain,
regted with public opirvion... In suech a palace of mirrors one had
to loge one's way, irremediably.

Oetemsibly, the whole machine of intermal aflairs remained
in operation, with all its party-stageings snd trapdpers. The mi-
nistry in its inner cirele might have been deliberating the likely

exigencies of the foreign poliey situation - introduce democracy?

e SR,

sreet nuiooracy? - while thev would be higeling and hagglinag on
2t e

c+

bills presented by the old cligues, patching up obsolete inatitu-

tioms and ecarefullv rcollecting and counting up the votes needed

for their majority - all this for the sake of appearsnces, with no
fri g, e

faith, no conviction. Decisions fell elsewhere, Governmeni, public

opinion and parties were playing at polities unmder the wheels of

the "dresd mill",

L *
During the timee of the Eurgfriede the pppositions had also

lost their raisonm d'stre, but like much =lse that clost its justi-
fication in these times they 4id not, for that reason, cease 10

exig®. The war was %he surpassing calamity of the times, yet of
+E, Eh aisliars ;
all things it was the only one bher did not oppose. Yet it was an

oper secret that the opposition parties had only shelved their
eriticism, they had not for that mat ter renounced it. Tence, thelr

imoorienes derived from the aritieiagm thev night have exercised

: > 5 e 2 aa T - e 5 L e e
tut in point of faect 4id meot. This sell-regtraint, then, thes

o 2

s Friladuccl:m B
AL,
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pat dowm as g good peint for themselwes. Thus, it was always tas
party most opposed *o the war which had the greztest merit, their
galf-reptraint being greatest. TMad they openly admitted that they,
like @mo marvy others, were parried away by the warlike mood, they .«
would not only have lost their Tollowing, but also would hsve become
i lasg of m utility for the govenment, This way, by pretending to

oppose WaT, Lhe oppositions even did well by themselves, And had

(3 . &
they pchanged their convictions snd taeilly furned-into supporters

L Lo v

of the war (which thevy anvhow largely were) thev would never have.
admitted it, thev would have zone on prefending o be acting azainst
their convietions, and (thal merely for the sske of the coumtry. .

Thie as = mafter aof Tact was considered laadsble by sli, themselves

P :
e 2RTRI NG

_strats and gmedl business-men were equally dis-
comfited, To start with, thev elosed down thelr ghops and made
ready For being osut of husiness, cut of work., They waited and en-

dured. They waited for ell goods ana merehandises Lo give out and

ua

the war to stop. Fut the war got the better of it, ?%r Trom stopping
om this sccount, it foreed into effect the greatest of booma, near-
nomplete lack of raw materials nﬁﬁhwithﬁtaﬂﬂiﬁg* Only poor mer-
rhandize pould be delivered, of course, for good merchandize there
was nome, Ta Aeliver poor wares, however, was 2 dangerous undertaking
it could bring either a distinetion or a prison sentence. The mer-
chant 's occunation becsme mlmost as risky as the gnldier's, The
notorious Frantz, in the great trial against wer profitesrs, took

Wie stand before his judges in Vienna somewhat in the mammer of a

, this kind of risk and peril did net bring true glery--

3 5 y % £+ 1 r T
Fer that 'i% wes to9 lucrative. The many Tew riches, eaally come by,



il

in ture b&li;ﬂ the Teirvy-tales of thrift and abstinencse y throwing
doubt amd uncertaiety on the glories even of the long-eptablished
fortunes. Alsc in Téﬁarﬂ to war aims 1t was the middlewclass citi-
zenyy that wers moat invelwvy=zd and interested, they were the omes
mogl seriously disturbed by the incessant shifting of taese &imsif‘

s £z

Par ‘usties, right and heomour are one thing.amd markets, guotes and

()

Dil-wells another. The vnee spell enthusissm and sacrifice, the

sthers profit azd ealculatiom. Zut the twaln kept-alternating in

tne minds, as crest and trough stlernate in the E&hd'ﬁ vibratiom =
%ﬁ'ﬁfr!uu'mf taeir endless thers-and-baek waxing intc one grest moral dissonance.
ol Bo o (B . : :
i oot g Loy Yet even business could be s war-aim Aonly In case the war were the
Kot 5 |__ ¥
e sntgal” £y 0%, material sacrifice brought for it. Onee war itseld is businessy foer

1 \f;ut I"|.'_I i i ; : : : : . | .

Hh"‘.'Lnt ‘4 ll WILCO gl s nﬁﬁd oe _n:juﬂ.ﬂ I;:Iﬂ_L:'H i C’l"ﬂti" thf-_i.t bhb‘np . g'ht be :JTI:I" o
B madp = |1t =
y ! ﬁr?+u¥ longed, the situation becomes topsy-turvy, even Ly the Yoat primitive
':_:'"._.'..- b4 ) 1l ;P >

morsl code. Hven the busimessmants well-trained, gractical oye fot
dizzy , having *2 focus alfternately on the immediaote prasert spd
on the ¢diatant Tu*ure. At ti=es prgspective peace apreared to him

ag the only reality that might oring continuation Lo the wented ways

i)

i

of procedure z»d activity; at other times he was gsnatching at the
chanees which the =moment of fered, evervthing else paling sway. and
geeording 4o whether ke expected his buasiness to thrive throusgn

war or through pesce, the whole person underwent a chanze, Inei-
dentplly, he felt not safe even on his home ground: the devil of

the exchange-rate was ever present, The more he egrned, the less it
was worth. Te was being emticed to bhuy war loams 0¥ the argurens,
trat it will rid him of his ready money, and what's over, will be wam
mopth more than the whole of it stherwise would be. Thus state-

credit was Tounded on lack of ﬂj:fiqdﬁncap the state itself des-



12

criblng war-loan subscriptions as a kind of lending on usury and- »vw
putting the patriot in & positiom to exploit the astate. The comfusicm
of the citlizenry was complete,

The peaeant was ever shedding blood and ever zetting richer,
£till he himself no longer knew what was good and what was bad. OQut £
pf blood ecame fortune, fabulous riches out of the country's dire

g2 he was the loger, the peasant knew himgelf for

i
[

rigery. So |

i
&

a patriet: now hiz morsl Tounndations were slipping. Now for the firat

time he fully understood the veiee of gelf-interest, and came to

faat

know temptation. Lacking all soecial training, he failed igmomini-
ously. The cheaper hés own life was on the fronts, the rore ex-
censive he made the lives of people at home. His naked self-interest

rode roughshed over all and evervthing that countered it: ideals,

the common good, la patrie.

£
b

Put it was the proletariat who were to undergo the graves

moral crisis due to the outbreak of the war, for only their poli-
regthed on

cies manemEmetrtnEdnhn 2 ohi losovhy, only they applied higher moral
standards to their attitudes, Tt might well have been their enter-
irg into world history... All eyes were on them. And then, In the
face .of 5 world tense with ulpuﬁtatinn, in the sight of all and
sundry something eame to pses, Jumbiounding them, gomething they
themselves never fully grasped., I[ts true meaning revealed itselfl
as sheer dissppointment, Jdissppointment so tragie that no ideal
can survive it. Tor it khad been their expectation and ardent falta
that on the dav war bresks out the bourgeois world will awaken to
t7e Tnterrationale. "The mmtenmathomsd anivergal ecapitalist syndi-
find,

eote, which incites the peoples sgainst eocch other" shal

e L . SRS £ 40 h rown to matu-
faoing it in closed ranks, the peoples of Tae warti, &
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rity. Inatead, it was the proletariat awakening to the faet, that

the peoples =211, and thev themselves as well, were barning in the s
ginful fevers of war; that memories, emotioms, lovalties long thougat
dead arose and prevailed agalirst their own intentions, their nopes,
their better selves... But there was more Lo moamegmn come. Ahother
turning was in store, the kore disgquieting for belng sgreeabler the
predicted dire consegihences of the great climb-down did mot materi-
alize. A1l the horrors of the war were expected tc be visited on

the proletariaet. Put in that case at Lesst s consclousmess of deser-

ved sguffering would have kept slive their agomizing shame over the

oG

sin committed against themselves, and such consclousgnesss would
have been the sarnest of s betted future. Instead, to their stupe-
fuction, thevr Tound themselyes among the privileged of the war,
Organized labour prowed indispensable in keeping the war inmdustry
zoing. Their Unions, their press amd their leadership turnec into

eggssntial ingredients of the war-tirme state machine. The very ratio-

hem to stayr put &t their places of work. While the unorganized
masses, the rabble, the patriotie poorest of the poor were laid low
and decimated bv the tremches and by starvationm, the international
élite of the workinz-class were trested with consideration. Thus,
they wers far from being the grestest logers of the wars =md so
faded even the last hooe of some later repentanece which, after the

great volte-faee still could have paved at least the continnity
of revelutionary tradition.

4. Sueh wos our epoeh, sueh a generation was sur generation.

Tt never krew where it stood, where 1t came from, and where

was going, It could not Be equal to the erergency, for the nature
a3 golng L gouls -

nat be pure
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ng  mag:

nd

1{ff cent, beecause it hed no meaning. Blood had grown to
he ch=ap, bresd desr, sicgness had become s physieal advantagze and
money , Tor whieh people wonld zive everrthing, bought nothing. There
w8 no comrmon denomingtor by whieh to take the measure of the world.
HMealih, fortune, bresd, la patrie, heroism were so many guesiilon
marks. A world which had leet ekervthing, khad received but one

thing in exchanze, vat one that still could gilve rieh vield. 2o

rieh indeed, that evern a mere intimation of it was a moving expers-
ience, It was an sbundance in profourd and ultimate Zigenchantment,
i genchantment which a whole generation endersed with an outery

of pained surprise; an abundance in shags, torturing and ereative.
Tre new revelsticn hit ng like the rebirth &#f an inrer knowledge.
All tme flaws of the pest, its empty slogans, its nurtured pre-
‘iudices, 1tz ifle sssuranes, ite orrical aflfectations of serious-
negs, and its whole criminal heedlessuness lay open bhefore us: we
understood, What beesme evident to usg was not how we could have
avoided the war, but that all our doings to date contributed to

rake thal war omewpbsbien unavcidable. Thet we peroeivad was not

who wap o blame, but that we all were. Cuuld manzind have out cast
its reveletions into institutions, the birth of a United States of
Europe would not heve taken lomg. Put all this marely toucned the
minds lixe lightninz, wag but the fleeting recognition of a single
ingtunt, The vesTs meanwnile were passing over a mankind, neither
srenter nor smaller in stature tnan usual, with tae powers of old «.
keeping up the appearance of thelr sway over the minds. These DOwers
had one leading idea, one ardent desire: to make these revelations

amd disenchantrents forgotten, falaifr them, deny taelr rezlitve

Tpath, sure enough, may be gathered im g flash, but it cannct be
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so fast forgotten. Deep down everyone felt that the pain of these mep
very IZirst disillusionments was the last humanly valusble pain
suffered in this war; that even with the outbreak »f tae war history
nad sppoken ils message: what comes after is mere repetition... The
lesson, at any rate, has to be mankind's, which had enfured the
suf fering. And that lesscn shall be the heritage of the azes.

5. These great lessons which inhere in onr time, cost millions
of lives. To internalize them, to grasp them entirely will be ths

labour of the next generation. Hut we must never forget taat it ie

gh

our shame which shall make their mimis and souls gusceptible to the
task and it will be our disenchantments that will open their eyeas,
The heritage of mankind rests with our true anid eandid witness.

F=g

We shall have to overcome ftwo kKinds of obatacles. Ons is

temptation, t1o be fought dowa withire DﬁrﬁglvEﬁ, the other is dangen
coming +o ug from others.

First and foremost we have to reslst the temptation to forget.
e mupt give objective existence to the flecting present in word
gnd writing, in peoetry and proge, 1n art ang peience - legt time
wash away ite reality. Tte memory we muast faithfully gusard, ass Hoges
decreed unceaszing memory to¢ be the law, when, utiering solemm worde,
he wrought into stone the Ten Qommandments,

We muat resiat the distorting distanece in loocking bac«. In the
retrospect evervthing seens to take on meaning ani justification. .
Fut this semblanece 13 misleading., To give way to the asmmhamoenm
temptation of this semblanee would be enowgh to unde our ecalling.
Merefore, letb us verv clearly uaderstand, that the spiritusl e i
reality to which we bear wiiness exists nowhere, save in fthe present.
mhe inside mlimpse of the present age comes once only: lere and

W .



Final Iy, we mast resist the temptation of glorification, mmumta
which pesterity will bestow on sueh 2 chiogen peneration as 18 Sepersg
tion of today. We shall be judged by our epoch. If, then, our epoch
were great, 80 shall we Be considered great. And we ghall be asked,
what these times were like, for it is we who witnessed them. Jar

1 p e ; :
nonosutr srd glory in the ﬂEua of pesterity will therefore depend &n
ourgselves, PBut we must not falter snd we most besr true witness,
for the gake of our callins, We ghall faithfully proeclaim what kind
of & gensration we have been, we, the contemporsries of the war,
This last ordesl will ke the hardest test of all,

When we shall have conguered one afber the otner the temptate
tions of forgetting, of booking back and of glorification, we shall
then encounter the dangers that will come t¢ us from octhers.

Orie common cmaady fesling, ome common dresd Holds in ite gripes
the world of today and all its historieal foreces: that it is ine- end,
the end, the end - frretrievably, this world of thsira has pazsed..
An? one gommon will, one common determination is at work ﬁiddﬁn and
gerTetly in this moribungd world, in all ite goveramenis and all its
appositieons, its selence and ite religiom, ite culture and its el-
vilizatlion - cne guilty hove is fife in the mindes of ite ruling
spirits - that iz apite of all and evervthing, they shall prevail,
thevy shall Torget everything, they shall silenee everyone, remd the
tell-%gle pages from the book of history amd continue ss the rulers
of the world - without faith, without comriection,

Woe to him who had besn an umwented witness to the numiliation
of the mightv. For the mighty shall turn en him in a commox efTort,
should he wish to taestify how things happened, And the epoch of

i L] i o muke i1t 1ins ssihle to thogse
today will be sanetified, in arder to muke it inaccessibl



who gearch for the truth, and the heretics who shgll believe the
triue witnessee will be ocatraciaed.

T'or inestimable interests of the world's old-established
priest-pundite demand, that gosterity never hear of tnigy'a vaelg&
tiony That no word come tarough to them of any voice that was heard
Lo speak by & whole generation in the tims of bloody that we all
Mave heard thne Word which spoke thus to us in the epoch of disillu-
gionment and shame: "Leave off the worship of idols. Seec where the

false zods have led vou. Bear eternal witnmess to the shame ef

the
nrezsent times and vou shall find the right way."

Ma hesr suech witmess let Lhe present generation stand united,



	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_001.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_002.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_003.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_004.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_005.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_006.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_007.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_008.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_009.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_010.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_011.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_012.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_013.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_014.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_015.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_016.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_017.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_018.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_019.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_020.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_021.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_022.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_023.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_024.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_025.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_026.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_027.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_028.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_029.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_030.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_031.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_032.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_033.pdf
	Con_01_Fol_26_Pg_034.pdf

