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Thia statement of the political stance of the SCM of Creat
Britain and Ireland is not intended to be a basis for mem-
bership. We hope that it will come under constant criti-
ciam and review from the movement itself. Nevertheless it
is an indication of where we stand now, a guide for strat-
egy, and & jumping-off point for further reflection.
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(1) Men live in relationship with one another in the
complex and changing patterns of their history. Theae
relationships invite a moral judgement; +they may de-
grade men, or they may help them to be more fully hu-~
man. Society, which is the sum of human relation-
ships, may oppress and limit men through injuatice
and exploitation, or it may help to dewvelor them as
persons. Its moral guality is changed, for better
or worse, by the personal decisionz and actions of
those who make it up.

(ii) The basis of our movement is Jesus Christ the Lord.
We believe that the control of history is in the hands
of the man whom God made its Lord, overcoming in him
the dehumanisingforces (including sin and death) that
restriect men's freedom. Hence to affirm that Jesus
is Lord of human history is to affirm that in him men
are themselves responsible for it. But Jesus in kis
risen life possesses that full humanity which no soe-
iety on earth has attained. He is Lord over all men,
not only over the christian church which aecknowledges
him. But %o sckmowledge him as Tord is to acknowledge
his demand to decide and zc¢t in such a way that these
decisions and actions can be his too. Whenmen do this
they bring history under his direetion, opening them-
selves to his presence, and move towards the goal in
which they 'attain the measure of the stature of his
fullness', when, through him, God-will be 'all in all’'.

(iii) If we believe this we must work out = prograrme
of action in accord with this belief and commit our-
gselvea to fulfil it.

This will be apolitical stance, since to engage in the
struggle to understand and change thequality of huran
relationships is to engage in polities. Politics on
this view is the grammar of human relationships. This
entails re jection of the narrow sense the word has taken
on in our diwvided world, with the implication that loc-
ally, nationally, and internationally political acti-
vity can be handed over to professionsls, =0 that it
ceases to be the concern of the people. This absence of
concern is itself a politiecal stance, for it implies




approval of human relationships as they now are. By
contrast we assert that the christian church, and any
movement within it, must be engaged in pelities if i%
is to be obedient to its Lord.

(1) The immediate task is to understand the kinds of
relationship now existing between men. We affirm that
the analysis mustbe in both economic and cultural
Eerfr_s, which are inseparable in the total social struec—
ture.

(ii) On any analysis there is economic inequality and
cultural impoverishment underlying the polarisation
between two groups. The firsl are mainly northern na-
tiong: weatern Europe, the 3tates, the Soviet Union,
ineludirg its satellites; the white British common-
wealth and Jepan. The second are mainly southern na-
tions in Afriea, Asia, and Latin America. They make
up some two-thirds of theworld's population. On aver-
aze the northern countries arealmost ten {imes as rich
s the southern, many of which are on the verge of star-
vation. Accentuated by the population explosion the
gap grows wider.

(iii) Within most countries, whether northern or south-
ern, there are glaring economic divisions Dbetween
classes of people. In Britain for instance 40% of the
total net private capital is owned by 1% of the adult
nopulation. These economie differences are reflected
in cultural terms. The decisions that vitally affect
men's 1lives are made not by them but by a minority who
control them, whether we think of the northern coun-
tries over against the southern, or of the great indus-
trial corporations, banks, and controllers of communi-
cation medis over against the majority of people in
Britain. This®reduces the greater part of mankind to
passivity excert in what has been separated off as a
'private' sector of their lives. Consequently there
are injustieces in every sector of life; divisiveness
in edueation, in housing, in town planning, in publie
serviced, in what is resd and what is written, in what
is seen and what is spoken--or, for the greater part
of markind, the laek of all these things.

(i) Trerefore we must share the political struggle of
the people to take control from the minorities; to
achieve demooratie rule in = genuine rather than a fic-
titious sense. 4 genuine democracy will ke one in
which a&ll men can and do control their lives to the
fullest extent. This 4implies change in the gtruc—
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tures of society, and in the consciousness they Dro-
duce, =a change so great as 1o be revoluticonary.
Piecemeal Teform is not adequate, but must lead to
continuing, constantly self-critical, change in every
sector of soeiety—-in a word, to revolution.

(ii) Revolution in this definition does not necess-—
arily imply physieal violence. The established struc-
tures in fact continually do violence to those who live
under them, though this does not always take physical
form. Because of the nature of internaticnal society,
we recognise thet all are caught up in this violence.
Nevertheless, as has been the case throughout chria—
tian history, we recognise that there are those who by
conviction eannot condone methods of violence leading
to blocdshed, and those who by a similarly gemiine
conviction can. This stance does not pass judgement
on either position, but there is common concern that
a1l forms of violence with which our world is bedev-—
illed need to be completely eliminated.

This genersl commitment to revelutionary phnange must
show itself in tke research which as students we are
able to undertake, and in the action that follows from
it. We realise that research and action may well have
starbed outside the christian community; we realise
too that we shall have suspicione to break down oecause
of lhe eaquivocal role of the church in society.

fmong matters requiring urgent attention are the foll-
owing:

a) InPBritair andIreland there is very little workers'
control over theactivities of our industrial concerns,
and wages and work conditions are often unjust.

b) Tkere is also considersble discrimination against
many groups, particularly against black people, the
0ld, the chronieally sick, the homeless, women, Zip-
gies, etec.

¢) Our educational system is still highly divisive,
particularly at secondary and higher levels, being
weighted heavily =against children of working-class
background. There iE a necessity to work for a sys-
tem of education which is comprehensive for all ages,
for methods and content of edueation to meet human
nesds rather than the needs of markel society, for the
end of msnipulation of edueation by govermment, mili-—
tary, buginess, and religious interests for secharian
and partisan ends, for greater control by educational
communities and greater partiecipation in educational




decisicon-making by the community as a whole rather
than by a8 minority.

d) There iz inereasing control of media of communi-
cation by commercial, above all by advertising, inter-
gats. This leads to djﬂtﬂvfjnﬂ of faect and perversion
of values.

e) Revelutionary movements, throughout the world, which
represent the struggles of oppressed people to deter-
mine their own future themselves, are Jjustified. We
refuse to accept the view that these national libera-
tionmovements are all part of an attempt at communist
world-domination directed from Meoscow or Pekin.

f) Aid to 'developing' countries, whether wvoluntary or
govermment sponsored, is ludicrously small by compari-
son with what is being sapent on defence or consumer
gﬂudﬁ. It is easential to inecrease this aid, above
81l from our own goverament, and to ensure that it is
glven without political or eccnomlc gtringa, and is
in an appropriate form.

g) Such aid as is given is freguently negated by the
economic exploitation and politiecal manipulation of
those countries by corporations such as Anglo-American
Corporation or the US United Fruit Company. Unjuet
prices must be eliminated for these countries, partic—
ularly where this involves firms that are primarily
British based.

h) Our capital investment and trading interests are
often responsible for supportingunjust and oppressive
regimes in the world, notoriously in South Africa and
thus too in Rhodesia.

i) Wars such as the US is de facto waging against the
people of Vietnam, or less open oppression as in Letin
Amerlea, are unjuat, and we are invelwved in this in-
justice by our support.

;} There is also grave injustice and oppression in
Eastern Eurcpe, as was shown by the intervention of
the Soviet Uniocn and her gatellites in Crmechoslovalkia.
k) Despite its limitations the ideals and aims of the
United Nations Organisation and 4its agenciea are
worthy of support. There must be full government
support for these agencies, in particular for the
international contrel and ultimate elimination of
nuclear and chemieal and biclogical weapons.

We shall act on these basiec issues wherever we ¢an,
loeally and nationally.
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TEACH YOTLIRSELF hAaaMISh Tke paotacraph on the nbhe: :ide
is the French wiorkers or fhe roof
af the Repault works dusing the

A conforence crgaonisnd byt SCM for students and athers Rk TSE el el b
wha want ta lacrm abeoet the basic idres and rnn:l.'_'l'l'n:; of Herscltn [;ﬁ-r-l:r'righr: B
Karl Marx ond his fol loweers, ond to swe whether or not they Pross Lid., Lerdon. )

howe any re lewenee fo our sifuasion +m:||:|}- *n. Britain and ¥

Irelond.
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THE ECOMOMICS OF CAFITALISM

How cid the copiinlist system grow up? Wher did Mar
sty absout 71 thal was new? How has capitalism changad
since the nlnotaanth canfury™? Is it break ng down today,
or i it adopting and strangthening s pasition?

IMFER A3 M
Lernin colled imperizlism “the highest stage of capitalism’

— what did he mean? k imperializr tha wine o caleniol-
Ism? What is ‘Ike new “mperialism'?

THE TRAMSITICON TO SOCEALIEM

Must all vevolulions ke wiobent ? What moles @ raeelu-lon
socinlisr? Why did Mart ey the wockers were the anly
preple who could make o sociclist revalulion? Was he
Pight? I he sHI right®
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SOME OF THESE QULSTIONS will ke discussed In
peeparotery decurments which explain Sriefly what the
Mioreists hawe seld — @ for os postible using their swn
wards. The ost of the answers ore for the corference 1o
decids, working with the b lp of puople who know same
ot the hittory ond some of the coonam’=, bul deciding
itself what vie it wiil make cf them,

/nosral crder fer £1,00.

SERIMARS

Masl of f4e time of the canference will be spanl in sem-
irars jabeur 30 paople in each)] which will ba free 1o
wark out thair awn pregromme, with the help of resource
peaple, ond to divide inte smaller goups when they
wizh.

GO TO EARTH

HOME ADDRESS (ofter

To make sue that the discussion docsn™t ge afF inka on
arbit of §2 awn Theorias, each cvang thars will ke a
presz=ntation of the row molenod for making o jedgerant
o bAnreism T-.rln:.- - unemplnynunf ond inFlation an
Billoin, the efects of British Imparialism 'n one of our
ax—colonies, the history and prospects of revalutionary
movemants In Eurese sinee 1917,

T e ST LR SRR R IR R LR RS

on “Teuch Yaurzelf Morsism”, and | 2nelse o chequ

sted ina lift ta the conferanes From

)

HOY ¢ WHEM : WHERE - HOW MUICITT

Thz eanfercncs wiil be at WORTLEY HALL, acar
Sheffiald, anc it will lect for three dnys, weginning
before t=a on Moy Junoory Jed, 1972, and =nding
with funch or Theesdey Jonwary &th. The oost will ba
£S5, 00, of which £1.00 5 & non=ie loioab I depasit,

THERE ARE CHJLY A MAXIMUM OF JL0 PLACES,
S0 BOOE YOURS MOW__ .

PLEASE COMPLETE AMD RETURM TO 'TEACH YQURSELF WARKISM', SCH, ANMANDALE, MORTH END ROAD, GOLDERS GREEM, LOMDOMN MW F3x.

1 wish re regiztas for the conferenc

| con offer/wauld ba iates

TERM ADIRESS
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