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JUSTICE

With which it lacorporaled ALEL SAINTS MERCURY
fMarch, 1937, ol 1. #o. 12

EDITORIAL NOTES.

“Justice” has now been running for twelve mooths. It has
supplied a real newd, for it has catered for thoze who are think-
ing about religion in temms of reality.  There are those who have
hecame regular subscribers and there are others whe have taken
a dozen or more per month and so helped the circulation ennr-
mously. There are those who felt the price to be 100 high, and
we agree with them that it was s0 in comparizon with papers of
a large circulation. There are those who write to say that the
sixe ought to be increased.

Well, we are now able (o satisfy evervbady. The next issue
will contain twice the amount of reading matter, that is, sixieen
pages, but the price will only be 2d. This has been made possible
because we have been able to link up with ancther paper on
similar lines. You will thus he able to read frosh writers as
well as the old comtributors.. The Editor will be Rev. Leon
Atkin, of Swansea, who at present edits the “Christian Aritator'
The new paper will appear under the name of “Social Tustice.”

We know quite well that you take this paper hecause you are
keen on the point of view expressed, thereinre we make nn
apology for asking you to continue your support.  Annual sub-
scriptions ate due and remain the same, viz., 2/6 a vear post
ree. Will you send them in on the form at the back? Far
those who prefer it, a form of order to a newsagent is also
prinfed at the back. Uze which vou like, Tt please do it at once.
DProbably it will be best for those who order quantities to use the
newsagents” form, bul will Lhey please let the present editor
kmow? It will be a great convenience and save much time,

Once again, may we agk for the co-operation of all our readers
in pushing the sales? Flsewhere you will find an aceount of a
Left Unity Conflerence held in Manchester last month. The
absolute necessity for working togcther on agreed points was
clearly shewn in the discussions.  And the same applies with
regard to Lhis paper which will be the hitle between Teft Chris-
tians. The urgency of the matter was stressed, Lut wo still
await a letter From many who receive this paper, to say whether
or no they are willing to give thelr support. 17 you have not
already done so will you Iet us hear [rom vou as soon as
possible?
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Enthusiasm tor the umty of Socalist Christians must be
aroused. At present we are in -all sorts of diflereat groups,
hardly knowing one another or of one another. There is no
united voice which can be blazoned throughout the couniry. We
gl remedy this and the new paper will he a power in this
direction.  Dut it cen oaly Jdo ils proper work 10 every reades
will catch the enthusiazm already felt by so many of us.

We wonld like 1o take this opportunity of thanlang all those
who have helped us in various ways during the past vear. We
appreciate it.  Wilhout it we could not have continued. As
it 1s there remains a small debt on the vear's running. This will
fall on the few who have made themselves responsible, but there
may be some who value a paper of 1his kind enough to send a
donation towards the liguidation of the amount owing. Wil
vou send whal you ran Lo the Editne?  Thanlk you.

CHRISTIAN LEFT-WING COMFEREMCE.

There are many priests, ministers and layman who sometimes
fecl that they are fighting lone battles against the present world
order.  Oecasionally the system evenrually breales them; the
apathy of their congregations; the persceution by 1solation
sponsared by the Church leaders: the disunity of the Church in
Christian practice and her failure to give anythmg like a clear
lead om ihe vital issues of the day.

Unfortunately to-day the Church is judged by the utterances
of  Archbhishops, Rishops and leading Free Church Clerpy.
Judged from those utterances il cannot be denied that the official
Church 15 compleiely oul of touch with the day to day strupeles
of the masses. A Heeall to Religion s all to the good—but it
must be a recall to real relipion and noi pelist dope.

With the Archbishop's “Recall” ringinyr in our cars 2 Con-
ference was held m All Saints Pansh Hall, Chorlion-on-3ed-
locls, Manchester. About fifty people attended representative of
societies and individoals, Among the societies represented were :

- Spcialist Christian League; Fellowship of Reconciliztion; Fel-

]r;wshi]i of Crealive Service: Christian Peace Front; Lelt Boolk
Club: Student Chnstian Movement; Christan Teft, The various
dencrninations of the Churches were also represented——DMethndisr,
Unitarian, Anglican, Baptist amd Cungregacionalist.

A drafl Resolution was read to the Conference and it was
theroughly discussed at the moming, aflermnon and evening
zessions,  In spealing to the Resoludon the Rov, Filenne Watls
sald that they had contacts in Swansea, Liverponl, Newcastle,
Thaxted, Noriolk, Londoa, Pristol and the Potterics, All these
contacts were patiently awaiting the result of the deliberations
of that Conference. He belicved that could pel co-ordination
hetween the pacifists and the nonpaciiisiz. "We are seeling (o
farm a LUnited Front of all Left Chrstians, whalever their
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denomination, on the basis of the Resolution”  An interesting
discussion followed the Resolution was thoroughly examined
paragraph by parapraph and finally passed al the evening Session.
It was RESOLVED—

“That this Conference; composed of individuals and
delepates of various Christian proups, is convinced of the
general incffectivenesa of the Church in giving a clear lead
on the vital issues in the world at the present time.

“We believe that this is due to the lack of unity among
Christians ; the failure to apply the principles of Christianity
Lo miodern prublems and the failure to recopnise the fun-
damental antagonism between God and Mammon, typifed in
Seripture as the anlagonism between ‘the rich’ and ‘the
pour,’ who shall possess the Kingdom of God.

“1n practice the recomnition of this struggle means un-
qualificd antagonism to  Capitalist-Imperialism, and  its
necessary development—Fascizsm: active participation in the
struggle apainst war amd the preparation for war by
capitalist society : active participatinn in the struggle against
the Means Test, lowering of wapes and worsening of con-
ditions among the worleérs—for such things inevitably mean
the denial of human personality and the ultimate degredarion
of the people to the status of slaves—whereas we atand for
freedom and demoeracy : suppori of hetter old ape pen-
sions at an earlier age : the 40 hour week : work [or the
unemployed at trade union rates : Better and longer facilities
for juvenile education and the democratisation of the educa-
tiomal system : participation in the demand for sweeping
away all slums and the provision of proper housing for the
workers at cconomic rents, with the ultimate return of the
land (o the people and the possession of the means of pro-
duction by the Community.

“We are convinced that only by a unity in Christian
practice can a unity be achieved in doclrinal and theological
EENEES

"We believe that this 1s not only a supreme opportunity
but in all probability THE LAST CIHANCE before the
consequences of disunity and lack of co-ordination among
us lead to their final deadly culcome and compel either the
ulimate forging of unity undef far more difficult con-
ditions, or the complete disruption of Christianity.

“The rise of the Chrislian Sovial Movement within
the Churches affords evidence of the reawaliening among the
rank and fle of the Christian obligation not only to pro-
nounce the principles which ought to be put into practice
bul also to declare what concrete polilical, economic, etc,
activities, policies and systems are or are not, in accor-
dance with those principles.
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