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ety Eiam Systbms of Oresk and Roman Antiquity, The imerican Philssophical
saniety (19%8) by §illiam L. Westersann.
Thuap lest twanby years the late Prefessar Wale Fostermann's

article in the Pauly-Tlasowa=Kroll Rasl-Bnevelopadie der zlassischen Altar-

tumewissensehaft Stood as the stendard asoures on the subhisct eof slavery in

olagsieal aptiguity. Herdly more thmn R year afber the desth of that emin-
ent scholar of the graceful pem, & postiumcus yersion of that synthesis has
been put in our hends, bricgiog we W date the originel artiels, Weatermenn's
1ast years wers dewoted %o a deepenlng ardl extension of his imowledpe marked
by several publications on the subject upon widch he rese to the rank of
world authority. More then to any sther gquality perbeps he owed this distin-
atien te the rare combination of & passion for asaurady in ressarch and an
sagerness to venturs into tha areas of his discipline vhers the topical probe
tems thrive, A survey of his stabesents and "deciaions”, therefore provides
& swmwary of the valid spinien on & mpwber af specific questions; & welghty
view sn 811 pertinent mabbers; Ilneluvding a fow sariously contentious ones
in vegard to points of general interest tp the student of economic and social
mistory canverning the atill gnresclved provlen of elavery. For a8 our
yrowladga of antiquity extands indo the Bumerisn, Semitic and Hittite Near
East the complex nature of slavery, 1ts warious erigineg amd functions in the
sommunidy besome appavent. As 2 ruls Westermenn was the first to describe
his m views on o defimite matter a8 temtative and open to revision. Hs
justly took pride in this mark of sbjectivity i= which he gxcellad. No one;
of sourses can be oriticel of the very postuletes on which his thinking
peats. "Thraughout the entire book it has besn & constant affort on my part,”
Be wrete, “bo losk sub of the windsws of the slave structures as I have

sntered iate bthem, upen the chenging scenery of the Gresi and Roman
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lsditarvansan eulitures in which they steod.” This "looking out of ths
windows ! pmﬂd@g the fassination of tha wowrk. Twe vest pesrapsetives
epeted up to him, Gthe sne pointing to the past, the millsaomial “pree
Oresk” antiguity of the Bst; the otber to the future, an equal shretch
of Christisn Lufluense in the West. In this labier regerd the work
!':lmll} dispozed n!‘_ the modern legend which gmﬂi’mﬁ Ghristlanity with a
hostility te slavery and with removing that ifmstiitution frem its realm 1in
the Ocoident. In rogard to tha. sarly Orieat, mt: the other hapd, hiz per-
gpactive may have buen viciated by his identificeticn with Creek anbiguity.
Os the matber of slavery he dsemed the Urseks alens to have achieved come
ceptual matarity. It say be that In doing so he expressed a preference
whick on the probles of general slavery tends te reinforce some Weatern

and its variants
motions of an alleged culiural dichetomy of East and West/which would
wrench that inptitution from thedir anthropelegioal snd secislogical bask-
grounds which out acroas these historiesl oulturs areas.

Oresk antd Roman ambiquity are dealt with ssparately, in ailtogether
five sectioms: Ghe Greeks in their ¢lasiicsl and Hellenistie, maialy
Bgyptian, perleds; the Fomens, in their Aepubliess and Imperial -- Western
and Easterm - parieds. Ovar this stareteh of & thousand years a set of
gquestions are fellswed through with an umpedantic consistensy: such as ths
sources of thelr slaves, absolube ané proportionate sunbors, employment,
the #lave trade mf::::a. legal status, particularly the scciel status,
bmm, riss and deterioration on the gocial and human scale. 0OFf the
{five pericda, only clasaical Graece and Republican Rome have been hare left
roughly unchangsd when compared with the 1935 version. To the first the
Arsmaie texta which deal with enslavewsnt practices ip the Hebrew setile=
ment of Elaphantioe on the Upper ¥ile have been added, as of 'wmusnal
importance'; te the lakier, Fepublican Rome, "mmercus detaila™ have
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ascrued, and seme of the conclusions heve been altered.  The other parts
have besn elther "Tolly recast awnd rewrdtten" such as the sastern Hediterr-
anean area Pk nﬂar the congueat of Sgrpt and Sewilwestern iAsie by Alexander
the fGreats or "greatly extonded and decpened¥ as the Foman imperial world
in the three cemturies afber Christ. The Eas_ﬁ;m provinces of the Roman
Empirs Trom Dlocletdar to Justinian, sre "mtimlsr new 45 contrasted with
the brie? statement mode in the Panly-Sissows-Erell drestisent.” In this
dsseription I follawed ths adnirably balssced prefsce of the work and will
sgwhinng te kesp to the texmt 4in stmming up the presestetion of classieal
Greace. Ib iz imdroduced by Hemer and Hesiod. Slaves in the Homeric
perisd were obiaimed by espture im wur and by casual and sporadis, rather

then organized, ptealing of wen, women, and children. Housebora slaves do
net sppear st a1l in Ghe epics. Thers is no éxample of anslavement of self-
sale becauss of debt in the twe epics. The work perfarmed by slaves did mot
differ from that done by froe servanis, The Homeris sltvation...establishes
the gemaral picture of & n:!;.ld. form of agriewltural sad household upe of
slaves which persisted inte the second century B.C.,; though with varying
inten3ity, in those parts of the Oreeck world whish ddd not beceme handieraft
production aress. In these Oreek states in which helotry eor othsr forms of
sarfdon persisted, such a6 Sparta and Thessaly, aw important development of
slavery is not to be expectad. During the sighth and seventh senturies.
everta ?murm& whiogh had a profeund infinsnce upen 21l sceisl and scomomic
phases of Hellsnlc 1ifs. These were the colomizatien of the Mediterransan
littoral, the int.m-dmtiﬁn of soined powey in exchangs, and the early stages
- of the Hellenie industrizlising of hapdisrseflt produetien. That these changes
gradually imcreessd the use of elaves and eventuslly sltered the whole type
of Greek slavery caanot be questioned., The existsmcs of & conslderable
mumber of debter sleves in ittica s soriy as Solon's tims, slthough Athoens
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was still relativedy In ihe backzround of the commersial trenda, and the
fsot that an export market for these slaves existed in sther Greek eity-
states may be eited in support of the statement shova.

For the paried 750600 B.0, we have El.iélxt- indisations of the
tyoe of slevery in Bosotia presented in Hesied, Notable hers is t.h_m cam-
plete smission of sisves =¥ & fundswental necessity. Incrsesed use of slaves,
prasunebly in sgricuiture; in Attdea is sugeested Ly the practise of emslave-
ik of doblors Inmown te ux frem the sbolitlon of self-sale or sale of
membars of sne's fanlly % Solon in 20L 5,0. The abolitien by Selen of the
right of the individvel in ittisa te mortgege himself, hisg wife or his
children for debt was far-resching in ide conseguences, There were two wWays
by whish & debior esyid be redured o slavery, by wvoluntary sslfw-submission
t¢ servitude or by judiefal decision when the total property of the debter
did mot auffice to mest the debt obligation. Slavery incurred by debt was
vius certainly eliminsted as a souree of slave reeruitment of any comsequence
%0 the Gresk worid unti) tha Hellenistie peried,

From 4he Persisn Tars te Alswender...The pardad as & whole is
marked by an increzse in the ramber of slaves relative to that af m Prga
pepulation; by incressed smployment of slave laher in handieraft industides
in these oitises whish beosme conters of irdusterisl production through small
shop lebeor and through household labor fer sade of the produst to dietribut-

ing agentles; and by the proctice of uapd;tnl imvestment im slaves for this
type of ‘household laber or in zlaves which were leased to shop comers a8
instruments of produotdion and sources of income to their ewners. The refore
ences Yo slavery for the late sivth and early £ifth centuries are excesdingly
soamt; but they seem to show that the western satmcies of the Persien
Bwpirve, rather then ths Ureek olty-stales, offered ihe best market for slaves,
4 congidsrable imresse in the relative mpbers and ina the impartance of the
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$lave populstion must be scsumsd for the peried of ithe se-salled
pentBlcontadtia 2% Atherns (AT9-L31 B.0.) This da strengly supported by the
Heporiant statement” of Thmeydides that affer ﬁaﬁam had paseed perman-
antly into Spartan hands, i.6., Prom h12 te 104 B.0.; more than 20,000

slsves of the ithenians dassrted. Hevertheless the notaricus reference in
Athenseus o o cervise giving 400,000 slaves for Athens i refused sll cred-
suee.  Similarly the 1000 Wieise at Abhens are iﬁdgad te be greatly exegg-
orated. Tha dissstrous 1liusion of an Athans teeming with slaves should
pow b finally @8t &t rest. Vestermann suggests that im Attiea the slaves
did not comprizse nﬁm than a third of the total population, possibly net
mers thin a fourth. A geess that the slaves is Attica in the earlicr peried
»f ths Pelopomesiza wor musbered from aixty thoussnd to sighty bhousand,
imeinding both sexss and all sges, would be within the bounds of reasen. In
the fourth cenbuyy .. There is amsl] reason to assumed & marked inoresse in
glaveholding im She Oreak world. Fduard Hoyer is quobted with epproval for
Wis view that agricultural produstion in most parts of Oreece remained in
the hends of frea labor, excspd where & serf pepulation provided fer it. .
Grest slave masses would have produted siave revelts. Mo slave revelis, as
appesed to Helot wprisings, cocurrved in the ¢asterm Mediterramsan arvea umbil
the labe seoond ceubury PG :

Ts Attics, Corinth; and Megsra the employmest of sleves in indus~
trisl woirk far mtweigm&.thﬁir uaa.in agriculturel produstion. In these
city-states a rapid development of the oustom of cepital investuwent in slaves
as instmments of produstion, earning monay for their cvmers under the lease
' eystem, and the wide diversificstion of such labor; are clsarly apparent.
Thore 18 alfo no sadisfactery precd avallable for the theory of a lower
produstivity 8¢ slave laboy ns cowpared with fvee laber. In the bmildiag
aeepunks of ths Erscklheuw at athens of L09-L08 R.C. sixteen slaves appear
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a5 skilled worimen as sgainst thirty-five metios and twenty citizens,
receiving equal pay for similur types of work with the fres. There is

ne sign of awy effort to cbisin incresssd pfaﬁuﬂtiam by the pveess of
spesding up the workmes, whether {ree or alave. - The right ef mmmimimi
hhieh lay with the swneys of slaves threughout antiqwaitr was thoroughly
established a5 2 custos & the fifih camtury BCey developing la the fifth
and fourth centuriss imte s fsshion ss wisespresd that the eniire aspect
of slavery was ﬁw. Baricus ﬁwltﬂ af slaves did set secuy &nr.lng
the pa.riﬂd- 500320 Bu0u  ...in the fourth ﬁﬁﬁtury snd therssfter the
presagure of a.a-ainl euzton upamtaii ie most ecases to cowpel acesptance of
ranumission priaa; upen the part ef the masisr when it was tondersd by the
BIAVEs  »ecdTEEALC papyr: frem Syene in Hﬁpef Rayph has bees made in the
Cherles Bdwin ¥ilbour eslleatisn of the Frcokliyn Museum. ...Slsphantine
i:n the secand half of the Tifth cenmtury B.8. ...domitio-Hebrew type of
snslovenente.e o-.08me Tind of iramaic meberial whieh was published in
1906 by A. H. Sayes smd A, B. Cewley. «..the male slave, Petosiris, was
swirked upon the right wrist with the latter yod, written in Avensic.
seefortress of Yab. These slaves oy sll appearances are Egyplians.
eestatisoing or hranding, was a festure of the Semitie-Oriental slave
practice. I£ wag nob ehamtariﬁtm of tha Greeks. Boih the divergqmiu
and the Likenssses betwsan the two gystems apply, when viewsd in the large,
te the g;mnl Semitic-Urieatal slave practiecs as sontrasted with thet of
the Grecks, The glavery decuments range from hL® to L20 B.0. 4 slave

lad nemsd Yedoniab, teo ﬁr-ia-h. This ﬁri.#.h wze dembtless a Hebrew. Ha
agreed to adoph the slave as som, and not te enslsve him or to permit his

anslavement by othera, b one was aliowsd te ‘wark’the lad.®
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agresments for slave sustonance _

gerotropidsal Hebrew: pevas : gratuily

Elise Plekerman: ration, food alleowance of the slﬁfa
demenarm oibum of Plautus (dates ca. Antigomus of Socho)

Biokerwan: peras 1s the eguivelent of the Oreek trophioum, measing retion
esafint sgrasmont for slave sustepsmoe (homologis frephimen dewliken) of
recorsd office of Tebiumisy spor. 4.0, b6, ""mg:a} merrisge of a2 slave

women to & member of the Hebrew commusity," “... her relonbien of clave.
shatus while married te 2 fres man.® "zlosg relation to emslavement of
the adoption of t!hii_léir;m, wﬁﬂ.uh is charasterdsiloslly ancient Oriontal,
but mot Hellemic.® {of. Unish) '3 mevked leniency in the trestment and

ttitude toward slaves certainly pravailed o 248802, .un
« o Boini~Indapendent condition of the misthopboveunts gomata {pay earming

slave). Cortyn: again oven more clogely. se.0omss the evidence of one
Limer strustursl festure common te 211 slsve institutions of which the
anrient slmml miétiaa seom to heve Dosp srare thap those mors moders.
veobhat tﬁsy feed amd house their slowes wo to a minimal standard, st
haa.t. of living requirements, Oranting that slave states in general was
an unenviable condition, there are mayyy indicstions that decper raciel amd
al:-.iuaa antipsthies, sueh 28 those based npon differences of skip colering,
wars taﬁllgf lacking in ths Oreek 'q;rld. It has n;:t paan sufficlently
empliasized thet both of these thinkers have threwn free worimen imte cloos
proximity with slave labor by their attitude upon the "bamsusie” trades,
The appresch to the slave systen of the Hellsnde politdes should be cone
ditionsd wpon the usderstanding of the fluidity of its status. The ascent
inte fresdom by the several methods of mammeission then available wes ag
easy awl as prevelemt as the desvent from freedom inde servitude. For 2
cantury afier Alsxander the sale of caplives in war could mot have besn the
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