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Everts in Hungary migﬁt be expected Lo have an imnedizte boor-
ing on the cuestion of soecizlist planning, Yel in spite of the months
of dire emergency that followed upen the eruelly quenched revolt of ihe
party reformers against the Stalinist leadership but litile iz nsard
aboul the upheaval's oconomic casuses, if any. This should caution
azainst rash infercneces however plauaibls-thay may sound,

Host of the evidence used here was gleanﬁd from the files of
& Hungarian CGommunist literary weekly, the Journal of the Writers!
Asgsogistion. The sparse but revealinz fucts need to be handled with
carg if the elemesnts of the picture are to fall in place,

Even before the death of Stalirn, Hungarisn Communist writer
ant poets sporadically succeesded in passing on signals, if ever so
Taintly, of a universsl discontent. A precarious balance between a fal-
tering censorship and couragecus self-assertion was the indicator which
time and agzain gave away the growing points of dissatisfaction. Socon
after the Khrushchev spesch of Spring 1956, brief, forceful document-
aries began to appear in the 'Literary Cazette.!

ﬁeparts were cnieily of villages and rural towns, not of the

v
industrial metropolis or the countryside factories. Yet the course of
the uprising showed the worldng class as an erupblve force which becaze
& block of heroic resistance while the hostility of the peasantry to
the Gomminist leadersnip, thouzn fed from a thousand grievances, did
not add up to a revolutionary factor., This ignoring of the workshops:
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wis only partly due to the reviving tradition of village exploring
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among the Hungavianm writers. The faci wes, that, if to touch upan the
land question was risky, to delve inﬁo conditions in the factorlies would
neve been not only sulecldal, Wuil indeed a psycheclogicsl impossibility
for Communists who were inéapable of realizing thet the indusirizl
workers had twrned away from the party. To the last they mlsread the
sullen silence for a aign of politiesl apathy. But they were excellent
interpreters of the wood of the countryside. Wrile destitution, near-
starvation or other aymptoms of an economic collapse were singularly
absent from their descriptions, the bitier resentmeni which they voiced
concerned almost entirely wmatters of sconorie administration. The
erxplanation of this appa%ent contradiction was that complaints did not
center on & sharply declining standard of life, but on maladministration,
casas of monstrous waste, bask-and-forth chenges of genersl direction
invelving pressure on the population to shift from wvillage to town and
baek —-— then the whole movement wos roversed once mﬁre. Such. a subject
matier would naturally appeal to rural socliologists. The peasantis
economy is his peracnal life, a bad administration hamspers his dealing
with farm, beasts and field; als couplelnts are in the nasturs of a
groan in response to a bodily hurt. Though fairly well off, he may yet
be driven into a state of hard resistance to what must appear to him as
senseless and arbitrary acts nﬁiharassing interference. BEventually, he
will be obstrueting and sabotageing the administration while abhorring
eny swing back to a reactionary rezime which wau}d sever him again from
the land.

Actually, the adminisirators of ihe Hungarian economy were
not lnept, nor did they lack judzgment, techniscal expariencexaﬁﬁxﬂavntian

o thelir task. That a harsh and iyrannical bureaucratism reached such
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a piten and eventually resulted in a scandalous all-round alsmanagement
must needs have a cause of its own.

The key to these contradiciions should be sought in the unicue
conditions in which the Hungarisn socielist regise functioned, and the
dangers of which were net appreherded until after the event. Irrespec—
tive of the poace treaty, durirg the whole period in question, Hungary
was under a close, strictly enforced foreign rule, == & circunstance that
went urheeded because it had been traditionally deemed & matter of small
account between soclalist countries. 3Zuch a combinaticn was even
believed advantageous to the smaller and weaker of the two. Anjpws H
tone fact of rule by Russian contrgllers was never openly acknovledged
by either side. At flrst it was credited to the obvious conditior of
Hungary as a vanguisined gountry; later on, after the peace treaty had
bean signed snd defeat ceased to be of relevance, it was hidden frox
the public eye by mutual connivance. The heart of the matter remained
a well zuarded secret. It was{gﬁﬂ&tzahﬁnan astunish;pg explolt of
undegrareund statesmanship on an international level'ﬂnaé ﬁhé Hunfarian

P ML
administration, both political and economdc, was at ail times Llfett_T
controlled from Moscow with an immediate check established through the

& R .ﬁbﬂ, Gl
prescnca ufzi'iuaaian contro;ler,fb ften in the inconspicuous role of an
office woerksr.

4 careful analysis of Hungarian maladministration over the

eritical decade would reveal = what appesrsd to the individuals
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below &5 the inchoate ravings of a group of mudnen at the tD;;iEﬂ& no
else than the inevitable consequences of forelgn rula\;nfa socialist
€Cconomy,

A capivalist state as a satellite cen put up with a consid-
grable measurs of open or hidden £aﬁ5£ﬂh=wﬁ%e£_ The lpleidhuL citizen
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may be hit by the burden of taxation coused by reparationz or otiher
contribcublons his country ia charged with; opportunities for profitsble
buainess or employment may be fmpaired. But external pressure does not
hewe) alfect the mimatise of daily life in response Lo the domestic site=
s N';'};WHHE--'E‘?!: et

uation in ithe gawsraizve country,

Hﬁt go in a soelalist econcuy. Along with its technical zng
economic¢ advantages goes the adverse fact that a mere flicker at the
center raeverberates through the whole system and by the time & shift of

é poliey reaches the shop, the family, the individual, it will have growm
inte a devastating blow. Ay measure taken in response to the zig=-pag
of a foreign party line, or an eventual defieit in a foreign econony

i works as an erratlc, arbitrery command with effects blindly destructive
of the social and economie tissus of the couatry tius exposed 1o ex-
tornal domination. Hence the irreduclile recuirement that the uwldimote
seal of power in & socislist comzunity be free from foreign rule.
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CEdver-ewr-andsir-soetaleserrive-sysber-of~er-own.  The term satellite

wilch 1s politically so revealing, is econemically confusing. For a
politieal satellite may well be sconoiigally a separate state. Its
politleal dependence may then covar Uz its economic ssparateness.
Whether poli{imally depandent upon the Seviet Union or not; sconomic-
ally 'inseparable! from the Soviet Union or not, Hungary has an infla-
tisn not shared by the Soviet Union and mass wnesployment neither
absorbed by the Soviet Union nor alleviated in its consequencas for the
individual warkar.. The obvious remedy for Huangary's present iroubles
lies in the sphere of monetary and trade policy == in foreipgn loans

and exports. Politlcal dependence from the USSR alene prevents her




from turning to these expedients. Hep foreisn trade senopoly would in
ne way hinder her from applying the zonetary and trade.policies she

needs. Bud a man bereft of his amas and legs is not wmore helpless than

i

secialist state that has ita own nsbional cdrrendy and labour system

N,

and yeb is not free in its foreizu economr. Its enslavement to the
ruling state is more absolute than anything that is imown to history.

Ard yet, such a state, we repeat, is not cut off fron seli-help for

o

lack of a market syatem enebling it to make use of the world's capital
end comnadity market through leans and exports. Its foreim trade mon~

opoly would permit it to do either, or Botha
CFF#"’EndF‘*U'M«f.?

@ ML TR root cause of a uELhETIEF'EdTLﬂuEPdtlﬂa Jties also beeomes

s
~Eaeenty The organs of the socialist state and muniecipalities are
Vo rl-ft'j‘

unable to absorb the party orguns whieh have originally set thom up,

bacause the foreign direction works entirely through those same party
rgenss  The vital separaticn of party and state 1s impeded from the
tops A threefold layer.af bursaucracy insulates the citizen from the
sedt of power, since the double layer of pirty organs and state organs
iz overlaid by & forelgn party bureauvcracy, welded to the leadership of
the nationdl purty bureaucr aey. Jeaocratization may be extended to
important fislds: it may mitigate in many ways the damaze and suffep—
ing. Eutl as to the cause of the disessc, it remsins outside the sg¢ope
of democcratization. At all crucisl points - factory, local government
or trade union — it is restricted to ewpty formelities and, if press=-
are for self-rule is maintained, results in lipservice, fraudulent
proveedings, an inereasingly cﬁhplex system of wretencaa, eventuslly
ereating in the politiecally atill sctive part of the populatien a
veritable Jabel of moral confusion. It is.only a question of tl“L and

10t too much time at that, and distrust and disillusionment form inta a
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hard core; behind a sercen of apathy, intense bostllliy tokes root.
Let}_thenf-aomc striking event in common liwman terms jlluminate the
agene, and the effsets will be like an earthquakte. In an historical
instant the depth e whish the [ibre of the natiom has been saten away,
ssapds revealsd. The disclosurc of Bajk!s innocence was such an event.
The Rajk trial, in the context of the Slansky, the Kostov and the other
purges had been broadcast as an accudation agsinst Tite, and Iudapest
was far outdone by the shrill tones emsnating from boscow. Yot Rikesi
shouldered the awful responsibility of the Jjudiclal murders, pretending,
in loyalty to loscow, to be acting om behalf af an independent sover—

eizn bedy. This made the disclosure of the truth about Stalin, in

4

Pebruary lasi, into an admissi;n af the imnocence of Rajk, and with
overwielming foree into & shatiering revelatlon atboul the regime in
Hungary — political and economic. Secret ulter sutjectlon to forelszn
rale had worked its parslyzing effect or the inersasingly soclzlist
BCOTICNY v

History has taught us to interpret 'foreign rule! in terms of
lenguage, culturc, national stateohood. In the light of what has been
said, & wﬁrniug ia”;alled for. NKeither currencies nor so¢ial services

are culture treits of a specifically national characier. Their separ-

ateness if not like thet of language or muaiec, the rhytha of spesch of

-

*
Tolkways. - 4 comaunity linled by a common currency shares & price level

thal determines real wages and meterial prospeets, soclal services
comgrlse a people in a commonalty of conditions of assistance, Loth
price level and security transcend nationslity and culture., Far be it
from us to underrate the cultural factor in nationhoad, or the national
roots of the historie sbtate. But the stabe that has %o be truly sover-

eimm under so¢isllsn is not so much the home of & natlon, as simply tae
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habitat of a people. The dungsrian tragedy in its econcmic raniPlea=
tions was not In the fivst »lace an outcome of national frustrativnie-

it was the consequence of a carelully camouflagzed, siringently cier-

cised fereign rule aver 2 socislist &COTI 0y . .
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A thmpgapian lessgon

Bvents in Hungary might be sﬁ.*.r.pmted to have sn imsediate besr-
ing on the guestion of socislist planning, Eé’r. in sﬁta'af the months
of dire smergeney that followsd up-m-} the eruelly qﬁmr:!m& revolt of the
party rgfarmr.s sgainet the atﬁliniat-la&ﬁarakip'ﬁhhﬁ little iz heard

: about the upheavel's econamic peuses, if any. This should ceution
-ag:s_imt rash inferences however plausihle they msay sound.

¥pst of tﬁa evidence used here vas glesned from the files of
a Hungsrian Compunist literary :a:aa]r.ly, the journsl of the ﬂrit#a'
ﬂ:eﬂmiatiag.. The sparse bub revesling faets nsed to be handled with
eave if the slements of the picturs are &o fsll in place.

Even befere the death of Stelin, Hungerisn Commnist ﬁrit‘.nr.n '
and paam gporedically suceseded ln passing on :3ignala, if ever so
faintly, of & universal digeontent. A prwarim:s halanes between & fal-
taring eensorship amd sourageous self-assertion was the indlester whieh
tisne and again g'&'m. away the growing peints of dinsat&afﬂtﬁ, Soomn
after the Hhruahﬂhﬁ spesgh of Spring 1956, brief, foresfiil docusent-

——aries began .tf:r appesr in thie- 'I'."iﬁiﬂiir:x G&ﬁﬁtté; =

; Rurpnﬁa wr-a chiefly of willages and rural towns,; net of the
industrial metronalis or the goentryside factories. Yet the course of
the uprising showed ihe working class as an eruptive lorece Qtic..h becane
a2 block of herols resistance while the hestility of the peasantry to
the Communist laadershi;, though fed from a thousand grievances, did
not sdd uWp to a revolutiomary mnt,ur.. This ignecring of the workshops

was only partly dus to the reviving tredition r.ivillaga explendng { :ol;
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amwong the Hungarian writers. The fact was, thad, if te touch upen the
land guestion was risky, to delve inte condlitlons in the factories would
have been not only suleidsl, but indesd a puyuhalngiﬁal impossipdiity
for Gommunlsie who wers lncapsble of reslising Lhat the indusirial
workers had turnsd awsy from the party. To the lust they misrsad the
sillien sllence for 2 sl of politiesl apathy. Bul they were exeellent
interpreters of ihe moed of the countryside. While destitutlon, near-
stasvation or other symptoms of an econonie collapse were singularly
absent {rom their descriptions, the ﬁittar regentment whieh they volced
‘goncarned alsost entirely matisrz of econsnic sdministration. The
explanation of this spparent contradietion was that complelats 414 not
canber on & sharply declining atandaré of 1lif's, but on msladministration,
cases of monstrous washe, baeck-and-ferth echanges of gsueral directlon
involving presasure oh the population to shift from village to tewn and
back =~ then the wiole movement was reversed once more. OSush a subject
matier would natwrally aopesl to furﬁL soclologiste. The peasent's
eronony is hie personal 1life, 2 bad adwivistration haspers his dealing
with fars, beasts and fisld; his complalnts are in the nsture of &
groan in response 4o 2 bodily hurt. Though felrly well off, ke may yet
ke dedlwen inko a staebe u; bard raﬂiﬂtxﬁna fn what must sppesr to him as
senselass and arbltrary sshs of harsssing interference. BEventually, be
will be dbatrueting and sabotageing the adrinistration while avhorring
any swing back to & reactionary regice waich would zever him azain from
the land. |

Astually, the administrators of the Hungarian economy were
not inspt, nor did they inek judgnent, technicsl expevience and devobion

ta their bask. That a harsh sad tyrannical bSureaucratiss resched such
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& piteh and eventuaily resulted in & scandslous a1l round mismanagement
must neads have & cange af 1ts oun. :

Phe key o these contrsdictions should b& sought in bhe unigue
conditions in which the Hungarian soclalist regime funetioned, and the
dangerz of which were not apprehended until after the svent, Irrvespec-
tive of the peuce treaty, during the whole pericd in guestion, Hungary
wss under s elose, strictly enforced forsign ruile — & clircumstance that
went unheeded Eqaa}i&w it had b&ﬁn traditicnally deemed s mabtbter of susll

geeownt between spelalist countries. Such a umﬁﬁiﬂatiun Was even

believed advanbageous to the smeller and wesker of ths two. Anyway,

the faet of rule by Buszzian controllars was never openly acknowledged

by elther side., At first it was crsdited to the sbvlous condition of

Humgary s & venguished eountry; laler on, after the pesce Lreaty had
bean signed and defest ea_&m to pe of relevance, it m. hiddsn from
the publiec eys by mutual ecomnivance. The heart of the matter remained
& wall gusrded seoret. It was fer-dboald an astenishing expledt of
undesground statesmanship :m an international leval thal the Hungarian ¢
adednistration, both politizel and econcumic, was st all timed Wimsells
controlled from Hoseow with an imsediste check established through the
; ¢ ow hg sfpob
presence of # Russian ﬁnntrqllaﬁ, often in the inconspieucus rele of sn
office woriker, |
O & carsful analysis of Hungarisn meladministiration over the
eritiecel decade would reveal bt what cppesrsd to the individuels
te have Been

below as the inshoate ravings of 8 zrouy of oadmen at the Lopl—wady m: v
alse than the inevitable conssguences of foreige rule in 3 socialist
£eonomy . _

A capitaliist state as & satellite carn put up with a consid-

ovanman gt Pasiy oule e
erable nesasurs of opsn or hidden Emmh The individual citizen

.
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may be hit by the burden of tazation csused by reparvetiens or other
centributions his country iz charged withj ﬂpp-:rtm}itigs Tor profitable
business or emplayment may be impsired. Bub externsl pressure does not
here affset the winutise of deily Jife in response to the domestie sit-
o gt | et e B

uakion in thtdgaqawaﬁag_aauntry;

det mo dn & soclalist sconomy. Along with its techanical and
sconosle advantages guss the adverss fact bhat a were flicker at the
center reverberates bhrough bLhe whole system and by the time & shift of
policy reasches the shep, the family, the individusl, it will have grown
inte a devastating blow. Any wessure tsken in response Lo the zig-meg
of a forelgn party line, or an eventual deficit in a forsign economy
works as su érratie, arbitrary command with effsets blindly destructive
af the socisl and econemic $issue of the country thus exposed to ex-

ternal dominztion. Hence the lrredueinle resuirsnent that the ultimaste

sazt of power in a2 mocialist eommunity be free from foreign rule.

whieh is politleally so revealing, ls sconcmicslly confusing. Wor a
palitiaal satellite may well be eaaﬂghi¢allr & geparate state. Its
pelitical devendence may then nnvér up lbs sconomic separsteness.
dhether pplitieslly dependent upsh the Soviet Union or noﬁij gcononige
ally Yinseparablet from the Soviet Hniua Gr not, Buagarﬁ th an infla-
tlion not shared by the Soviet Union and mass unamyluymaﬁt nalbher
absorbed by the Sowlet Undon nor allevistsd in its consequences for the
ingividusl worker. The obvious resedy for Hungar&'n present troublag
lies in the sphere of monstary and trade polley =- in foreign loans

and exports. Politieal dependenee from the USSH alone preventa her
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from turning to thess sepedlents. Her Jorelgn trade monopoly would in
09 way hinder her Prom applying the monstary and trade policies ahe
neets. :E?-%..tt s man bereft of his arms and legs is m:t more helpless than
a seclalist state that has itz own national eurrency and labour system
and yet is net free in its forelazn esconamy. Ibs snslavenent to the
ruling state is more absolule thas moything that is lnown to histery.
hnd yet, such & state, we repeat, is not cut off ﬁfmm self=help for
lack of a market aystem enabling it te malke use of the world's capital
and camnodity narket through losns and exports. Its f‘uraign trads mon-
opely would parsit it to de sithar, or both.

F Foretipn vully i1 @fic Sfpangoi wa e
"e“h&rwf cause of & desadening buresueratisn phus alss becones

Junarenty The argens of the soclalist stabe and munfeipalities sre
unabie ho abaordh Lhe party organs wileh have originsglly set them up,
bacause the forelgn direction works entlrely through those sase party
argans. The vital separatlon of party and stebte is impeded from the
tope A threslold layer of bﬁmucrmy insulates the cillizen from the
seat of power, since the double layer of party orgene and state organs
ia overlaid by a ferelgs party burcaucracy, welded to the lsadership of
the natienal party bursaucracy. semesretization may be sxtended to
fmportant flelds; it may mitigete in meny ways the dewage and suffer-
ing, But as Lo “he csuse of the disesse, it remains outside the scope
of demoeratizetion. At all cruelal points == fastory, local govermmsnt
or Lrade union =~ it is restricted 1o empty lormalities and, if press-
ure for self-rule is maintained, results in lipservice, fraudulent
procasdings, an ineresssingly couplex systen of pretences, sventually
ereating in the palit-ittaily still active part of the population a
veritable Babel of moral confusion. 7t is only a queshtion of tiﬁm, and

ndt too mach Gime st that, and distrust snd dizlllusionment form into 2




L

hard eors; behind s sersen of apathy, intense hostiliiy takes root.
Leby theny sonme striking svent in common humsn berms 1lluminate the
sceng, and the affects will bs like an sarthauske., In an historlesl
instant the depth to which the fibre of .tha nation has been eaten away,
starxls revesled. The disclosurs ol Hejk's innocence was suech an event.
The Rajic trial, in the context of the Slansky, the Yostov and the other
purges hed been brosdoast as an accusatlion against Tite, and Eudap&nt
vas fapr outdone by ithe shrill tones smansting from 'éiase-nw. Tat Bdkosi
shouldered the awful remponsibility of the judielsl murders, pretending,
in loyalty to Hoscow, to be acting on behslf of an independent sover-
elgn body. This made the disclosure of the truth about 3talin, in
Febiuary last, inteo en sdmizsion of tﬁs innogense of Zajk, and with
overwheliming fores inlo 2 shattering revelation aboub the regime in
Hungayy —- political and economic., OSetret utter subjectlon to foreign
rile had worked its parelyzing effect on the lacressingly seclslist
SOUNORY .

distory has taught us to dnterpret 'foredgn rule' iz terms of
language, culiurs, naitlonzl stetohood. In the light of what has been
said, a warning is called for. Hedther currencles nor social services
are culturs traita of & speedfically netional character. Thelr separ-
steness if not like that of langusge or muasic, ths rhythm of speech of
fulkﬁ.ﬂ: 4 communiby linked by & commor currency shares & price level
thal determines real wages and meterlal prospects, social services
comprise a peeple in a commonalty of conditions of sssistance. Beth
prics level and security transcend rationslity and coliure. Far be it
from us to underrats the cultursl Lucteor 1n mﬁienhﬁndﬁ t._lﬁdmtiml
roote of the histordic stste. Eut’f*%j:zis;;t: g&nt&r; o be t.ruly saver-

eign under socialisa is not 8o much the home of & nation, as simply the

-
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habitat of 3 people. The Hungsrisn tragedy in its seonemic rasifice-

tioms was not in the first rlace an outoons of natipnal frustrations--

it wae the consequence of a carefully cemoullaged, stringently exer—
cised foreign mils over 2 seclalist scononya
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Events im E-furgﬂr}' 'f.;igH bewt? haw an immediate bear-

mogths

ing on the cuestion of sacﬁeﬂ izt plarm
of dire cmergency thet followed upon the cmel_‘!,jr gquenched revoll’of the
party reformers against the Stslinist lesdership Eut little &3 heard
abﬁut the upheaval's economie csuses, if any, This sho caution
against vash infersnces however plausible they may s

Host of the evidence used here was glesngd froam the files of
& Hungarian Communist litervary weskly, the journgl of the Writers!
issoclation. The sparse bub revealinz faets pbed Yo be handled with
sare if the elements of the picture are to fail in place.

kven before the daaﬁh of Staliyp, Hungarian Communist writers
and poels spuradichlly succesded in alng on aignals, i ever so
faintly, of a universsl discontent,” A precerious balance between & fal-
baring censership and couragecuy seli=-sssertion was the indicator whieh
time and sgain gave away tha;ggziing points of dissatisfaction., Soon
after the Khrushehev apeecl of Spring léﬁﬁ, briaf, forceful dosumant-
ariss begsn to sppesr 1 the 'Litersry (esetbs.'

., Reporte wer chiafly of villages and rural towns, not of the

industriﬁl metropolis or the countryside factories. Yet bhe course of

the working class as an eruptive force which became

& block of herele rssistsnee while the hostility of the psaszantyy Lo
the Cossunist/leadership, thougn fed frem & thousand grievances, did
not add up o B rﬁ?ﬂlutiﬂﬁﬁrf factor. 7This ignoring of the workshops

was only p&rtlj due to the reviving tradition of village exploring
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among the Hungarian wedters. The faet wua, that, if to toueh upan the
land question was risky, te delve inte conditions im the faectories would
have been net only sulelidsl, but indeed = psyehologlesl impossibllity
for Communists whe were inespable of reallzing thet the industrisl
workers hed turned awsy from the party. Tg the lsst they wisread the:!V
sullen silenee for 2 sign of pelltical apalhy. Bul they were excellent
interpreters of the mood of the countryside. While dﬁﬁtitutian,.nsgr—
starvetion or other symphtoms of an econvale cellapse were singularly
abesnt from their deseriptiocns, the bltter résaﬂtmant_which Lhay voleced
concerned almost entirely matters of esonomic administration. The
eaxplanzbion of thils spparent contradiction was that complaints did not
genter on & sharply declining stendard of 1ife, bul on meladministration,
casas of monstrous waste, bagk-snd-forih changes of general direction
invelving prussurﬁ on the population te shift from village to town aﬂﬁ
back -- theén ihe whole movement was rsversed once more. Juch a subject
matter would naturally spre=al to rural sosiclegiets. The peazant's
economy is his personsl lifﬁ,'a.ﬁéd'aia;nistrahinn hampers his dealing
with farm, beastas and field; his cemploinis a™e in the naturs of &
groan in reaponse to 3 bodily hurt. Though faiely well oPf, he may vet
be driven into a alate of haprd resistance to what muest asppear to him as

senseless and arbiirary sets of harassing interference. Hventuilly, he

*

will be cbstructing and sabotageing the admiaistration while abhorring
any 8wz back to a resetionsry regize which would sever him again from
the land,

Aetawlly, the adwinistrators of the Hungarlan economy were
not inept, nor did Yhey lack Judsment, technical evperience an&.davutian

to :heir task. That s hareh and tyrannical bureaueratism resched such
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& plbeh and eventually resulted in a seandalous all reund mismanzgement
migt needs have a cause of its own.

The key to these conbradictions should e sought in the unique
conditions in which the Hungarisn sasialiet regime funetioned, énd the
danéers of which were not apprehended nntil $£tér the event. Irrsspec-
tive of the peace tresty, during the whole perlod in gueation, Hungary
was under & elose, atristly enforced forelgn rule — a circusstance that
went unheoded becsuse It had been traditionally deemed 2 mutber of smsll
seeount betwean socislist ecountries, Huch " eonbinstion was even
belleved sdventugeous 4o the emaller and weaker of the two,  Anyway,
the faet of rule by Hussian controllers was never openly acknowledized
by sither side. AL fivet it wos eredited to the obvlous conditien of
dungery 88 & vanguished country; lster on, after Lhe sesce treaty had
Beon slgned and defeat censed to be of relevance s it wvas hidden from
the publio sye by mutus]l connivance. The heart of the matter remained
& well gusrded sesret. Tt was Snir=ziy sn astonlsving expleit of
undérgrnund stataﬁmﬂnship o an iniﬂrnatiaual level thal the Hungarianm

: owe Ao Feorn A
sduinistration, both politieal snd ecoromic, was st sll times ipectiy
~ conbrolled from ¥oscow with an immedlste check sstab!lshed threugn the
5 o™ la .@n)‘:—- '
presence of a Hussian contraller, often in the inconspicucus role of an

affice worker.,

/A/’uamm analysis of Hungarisn meladsinistretion over the

! bt 5 3 m
critizal decesde would revesl thmt whagiap;aarad Lo the individusls

5 la vl G
balow &3 ke inchoste ravings of & group of madmen at the topy—was no
else than the inevitable consaquences of forelge rule in a socialist
ECOBOMY .
A eapitalist state as 2 satellite cean pub up with a consid-

arable msasure of open or hiddon ferebprasie. The individual eitizen

fw-&/l——.“_.,:ﬂ %‘*ﬂ—_ ﬂ";""*"‘e-
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may be hit by the hurden of taxation ceused by reparstions or other
combributions his country is echarged with; opportunities for profitable
business or emplovmsnt may be impaired. But extarn%l pressure doea not
Her® affect th}m of deily 1ife in response to the domeetle ait-
P
uation in the svEPFiTyE country.
ot ¢ in s soglzliat economy. £long with its technieal and

economiec adveniages goes the adverse Took that a wers flicker st the
certer reverberstes through the whole system srd by the time 5 sh of
polier reaches the shop, the femily, the individusl, 1% will hgfé:yﬁn
inte a devastating blow. 4ny measure taken in response te the sig-sag

{ 5 foreign perty line, or an eveniual deficit in & foreign economy
wor fﬂ“ an eryatle, arbibrery command with affects blindly destructive
af the soclal snd sconomic Lissus of the ccun‘t._r_sr thus expoesed to ox-
ternzl dominstion. Hemes the irrvedueible reouiressnt thal the ultimate

szat of sower in & sceialist copmunity be free from foreign rules

Mmmﬂﬁm.@ The term satellite
whieh is politieally so revealing, is soomouleally confusing. For a
peilitiesl satellite may well be sconomically & ssparste stato, Its
political dependence may then cover up its ecenomle separatensss.
ﬁhetherﬂ]mlitieall;r dependent upon the Soviet Unlon or not; economic-
a.iljr 'i-;mapag*a.bls‘ from the Soviet Union er not, Hungary hes an infla~
tion not sh’i.i:rad by ths Soviet Unilon and mass unemployment neither
sbsorbed by the Soviet Union rnor slleviated in its consequences for the
individual worker,  The obvious remedy for Hungary's present troubles
1ies in the sphers of menstary and trads policy —— in foreign loans

nd exports. Politicsl dependence from the USSR alone prevents her
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from turning te these expedients. Her forsigr trade monopsly would in
no way hinder her from applying the monetary and trade policies she
ngeds. But a man berefi of his arms and legs is rm; more helpless than
& sseinliast state thsal has 1%s own rational curvendy and labour system
and yet is not free in its foreign economy. It aﬁa},mmt to the
ruling state is more abaolute than anything that is imown to history.
fnd yeb, such a state, we repeat, is not ea;.: “ari' from self-help for
lack of a merket system snsbling it to make use of the world!s capital -
and coumodity mariet through losns sod sxoorts. Tes fareign trade mon-

opoly would persit it to ds either, or both.

? Fﬁ?" - ,,_; @Vfu&_ root canse of a desdening bureancrstiss)&wrs also hecomes

apparentd m the socialist ﬁﬁs:.‘t; and sunicipalities are
unable to absorb the party ergans which have erigivally set them up,
baciune Lhe foraign dirsction works entirely through those same party
organs. Has vital separablon of party and sta.te is impeded from the
Lop. & thranfélﬂf‘lg,;-er of burssucrssy insulates the citizen from the
zeal of power, sinece t-he 'M?.a}_.e layer of party organs and state organg
is overladd by a foreigm ;ﬁart.ﬁr-.b-limggracy, welded to the lsadership of
the natdonal party buresucracy. Demoeratimaiion mey be extended to
importent fields; it mey mitigste in many ways the drmage and suffer-
i.ng;. Bubt &3 to the ssuse of the disesse, 1t remains outside the scope
of democrgtization. At 211 crucisl points — faetory, loesl gzovernment
er trafe :unian ~~ it is vestricied to empty fommslitles and y if press~
ure for self-rule iz meinteinsd, results im ilipserviee, fraudulent
proceedings, an inersssingly cosplex system of pretences, eventually
erzating in the politieally still active part of the population &
veritable Babel of mur;al confusion, It is 5:513 a suestion of time, and

not too umuch time at that, snd dietrust and tigillusionment form into a
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herd core; behind s sereen of spathy, intense hootility tekes root.
Let, then, seme striking svent in common human "c.émtn illuwminate the
geene, snd the affects will be like an earthquake. In an historiecal
instant the depth to whieh the fibre of the nation has been eatan away,
stands revealed,  The disslosure of Balk's inpocence wes such an event.
The Eajk trigl, in the sontexi of the 3lansky, the Hoztov amd the other
purges had been brosdeast as an accusaiion against Tito, and Budapest
was far outdone by the shrill tones emanating from Moscow, Yat Rikosi
shouldered the awful responainility of the judieial murders, pretanding,
in loyalty te Hogcew, 1o be acting on behalf of an independent sover—
eign body. This made the disclosurs of the truth sbhout Stalin, in
February lsst, into an adeiseion of the imnocence of kajk, and with
everwhelming for¢s inte & shatlering revelation sbout the regims in
I{w - politiesl snd scomomde. Seeret uiter subjevtion to forsdgn
rule had werked its paralyzing eflect on the inersasingly socislist
SCUNORY »

History has baughi us to interpret 'foreign rule' in teorms of
lenguage, culburs, natlonal statehscd. In the light s what has beenm
said, s warning is called for. Neitber currenciss mor socisl services
are culture traits of a specifically nationsl character, Tisir seperw
_&t;anuaa if not like that of lamgusge or musie; the rhypthm of spwi:h o~
f;s‘fm;r\s;‘ A community linked by 4 common curreney shares a price lsvel
thet dgeternines real wagss and aaterisl pmapmta}‘ soeial services
conprise a pogle 1n a commonslty of conditions of assistance. Doth
price lmrul-aﬁ&‘ geourlity trangcend nationelily aﬁd culture, Far be it
froa up to underrate the culitural factor in nationhood, or the national
roots of the historie state. DBut the state that has te be truly sover=-

elgn wnder soclalisn is not so mush the houe of a nation, as simply the
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venty in Bungary ndgzht be expacted to have an ionediate bear-
ing on the queation of sccialist planning. Yet in splte of the months

- of dire muargangy that followed upon the cruslly gquenched revalt of the

party reformera agalnst the 3tallnisg lsadership but Little is heard
abocut tha ﬁpnum': srmoni ¢ causes, 1f any. This should caution
against rash inferences nDowsver plausaible they nay sound.

Mot of the svidence used here was gleansd fros the flles of
a Hungarian Compunist literary weskly, the Journal of the writers!
ansogistion. The sparse btut revealing facte nsed to bDe handled with
care 10 the sleownts of the picture are to fall in place.

¥ven bufore the desth of Stalin, Hungsrisn Communist writers
and posts sporadically sucoseded in passing on signals, if svar ao
falntly, of & univeraal disgontent. & precaricus bulancs betwess & Cal—
taring ewnsorship and courageous self=amsertion wua the indicator whnich
biue and again gawe away the growlng points of diassstiaflectlon. Scon
after the Lhrushchev speech of Spring 1956, briel, lorveful dogumont-
arles began to appear in the 'Litersry Gazetie.!

Heports ware chiefly of villages and rural tonma, Dot of the
industrial metropolis or the countryaide factorles. Yet the course of
the uprising showsl the working ¢lesw am an geuptiva force which becane
& block of herole¢ resistincs while tho hostility of the psasantey to
the Gomnunist leadersblp, though fed from a thousand grievancea, did
pot add up to a revoluticoery fector. This ignoring of the workshops

waa coly partly dus to the raviving tradition of village sxploring
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aMONZ the Hungapian writers. The fact was, that, 1f £o touch upon the
land question was rlsky, to dalve into genditiona in the factories would
have bewn not Qi':l-lr auleldal , put indeed a pgrchnlngiuil inpoasibvility
for Coemnists wo wera lncapapls of r:aliﬁng that the industrial
workers had turmed awsy {rom the party. To the last they mlaread tha
sullen ailsnce for o sign of politicsl spathy, Eut they were axcallsnt
Literpraters of the mood of the couttryside. While destitution, nesr-
starvation or other symptoas of gn econcale colleapea were singularly
absamt from thelr descriptions,; she vitber ressatuent whloh they voloed
eoncernad slmost sntlrely metters of economic adninlstreticn. The
saplunstion of thls spparent contradictlon was thet complalnte did not
¢anber oo & sharply declining standard of life, but on waladministration,
cavan of monstrous waate, bsokeandeforth chenges of general direction
involving prossurs o the pepulaiion to shlft from village to town and
back = then the whols Sovanent was reversed once mere. Such a al_lb,ju:t
mattor would naturally appmal t-u :ru.ru.l sociologists. The peesant's
sgonosy 18 his perscnal 1ife, a hed acwiniatration haopers his dealing
with farm, beasta and fialdj his complaints are in the neturs of a
groan in respooas to a bodily hurt, Though felrly ua.'l_‘l, off, he may ret
be drives inbo & stete of hard reaistencs to wiat must appear to him as
asnsalaes and arbitrary acts of harassing Interference. Eventually, he
will be obstrusting and mm’ﬁm the administreticn while abhorring
any swing back to & reactionury regiue whlch would sever him again rom
the lund,

detually, the adaicistratara of the Hubgarlan econcay wWals
et inept, oor did they lack judzoent, technlcal exparisnge and devotion

to thels tusk. That & harah wad tyrannleal bursederatiss rMpached such
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& pitoh and eventually resulted In a acandalous all round slacenagecent
ruet nweda have & cause of lis. oun.

Tha key to thege sontracictions should be sought in the unicus
conditions in which tha Hungardan socialist regima functioned, and tha
dengers of which were not apprehended until after the event. Irreapec—
tive of the peice treaty, during the whale pardod ln guestion, dungary
was unier & close, strictly enforced forelin rule — & ¢dpcunstance that
wwit wihoeded becauss it had bwen tracitlonally deemed & matter of small
account betwesen Soclollist countries. SUeh & coublnetlon was even

'_b__al_m-ld advontageous to Lhw smeller and weskar of the two. Anywey,
the fact of rule by Hussian controlleras was never openly acknowledged
by slther side. At first it wams m‘ndih_ld 1o the obvious condition of
Hungary a3 a vanquished countyy; Later on, alter the peace frsaty had
besn glgnad and dafesai cessad to bw of relevance, 1{ was hidden {roa
the public eys by sutusl connivunce. Tha heart of the zatter resnined
a wall guardad secret. It wus ln—Thwedf an sstonlahing swplodt of
underground statesuanshlp on an internationsl level that tiowe W?m‘r"‘
adainistraticn, both political and mnmin, was abt all tiloes kbbb
gottrallm froe Hoscow with an lkmwilate ehwox satabliabed Lhrough the

S o= Ma ped.

prassngs of A Auasian contrallar, aften in the incanspicuocus role of an
olflds warker.

4 carsful snalyasts of Hungardan muladmdnistration over the
criticul decads would raveal 4ass what wpoearsd to the individunls

Ts haus ﬁ'%
below ns Lhs inghoats ravings of 4 group of sadusn ab bLhe Lop, wes-
wlag than the loevltsble cohseguencss of Forslgn rule in a socialiat
saonooy.

A capitalist stite sa a satelliio can put up with & consid-

erable omauure of open or hldden forelg rule. The individual cltdzed

ﬁwﬂ_,km Froaril i ffr—v‘-\_ F"-—-:T;'!-‘M -
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pmay be hit by the burden of taxation ceuwasd by reparatlons or ather

contdbutions his country is charged withi pppoctunivies for profivsbla

tuzlness or esployment way be iupaired. It axternsl presaure do4B et i{;_w :

hare afeot the minutlag of dedly Life in responas Lo the domestic site f‘m

ugtdon in the Mﬂm. W :
Hot so in & socisllsk sconomys along with 1ts technical and

egonoule mdvantages guss the adverse fack t.Ilat. a rmare flloisr at the

canter reverberates through the whola systen and by the tioe a shift of

policy reacnes the shop, the faudly, the indivldual, it will have ,n;:rm.m

into a devestating blows Any meusure paken in responss to the ziz-zag

of a foreign perty line, or an eventusl deficit iz & forelgn econcay

works as an sfratic, arbltrary command with effmcts blicdly destructive

of tha sociel and sconcuwlc tissue of the country thua sxpossd 1o X~

ternal dominstion. Hence the lrredusible requirenent that the wltlnats

seat of power in a paciciist commwilty be fres from forelgn rulas
Wﬂmrﬂtwm
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which is pelitizally so revealing, ls sconomlcally confuslog., for &

political satellite may well be econcalcully a separata state, [ts

political depsndenge may then cever up its scopomie separatangaa.

ahetner palitically depersient upoo the Sevist Unlon or notj econcodo-

ally 'inseparable! from the sovist Unlon or fot, Hungary hes an infla-

tion not aharsd by the Soviet Unlon and mass unenploysent nelther

absorped by the Sovist Unden nor allrri_nt.-d in its conmsquences for the

inaividusl worker, The obwiows resedy for Hungary's praséent troubles

1iss i the sphere of conetary a.nd__t.rtd: policy — in forsign loans

and exports. Polltical dependsncd from the USSR alone prevants ner
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from turping to thess expedients, Her foreizn trade monopely would in
0o wey hinder hor from applylng the monetary and trade policles sha
nesis. But a man beraft of his arms and logs is not mots helpless than
& socislist atste that has its own natlonal currancy and labour systen
and yet is not fres in its foreisn sconomy. Its enalavowent ta the

ruling state 1s mord absolute than anybhing that ls Wewn to hiastory.

1 ind yet, such 4 state, we repeat, 1s not cut off from aslf-help for

logk of & market 3retem enabling it to cake uso of the world's capdial
and comeodity saricet through loans anml exports, I[ta foreign trade men-
opoly would permit it to do gither, or both,

ﬁ'ﬂwﬂf-‘- o fF r;‘
'C;""‘”,.; s Tew root causd of B deadening burmmti@-u alap sacces

Apparwn The organs of the sccialist state and mundejpalitiea are

unable Lo absort bhe party orguns which have originslly set thea up,
because tha forelgn direction works sntirely through those sema party
GrEans. 'r};u vital neparation of party and state is lapsded froo the
top. 4 throsfold layer of bursaucrasy insulates the citizen froo the
soat of power, aince the doubtle layer of party crgang and stata organs
1s overlaid by a foredgn party burcaucracy, welded to the lesdership of
the national party hrurua.unlrm. lemneratization may be axtonded to

fpportant fields; 1t may mitigute ln aeny ways the dasige and suller-

_in.g. Fut as to the ceuss of the dlzedse, it rezalns outaids thae secpe

of demoecratization, At a1l crucial points — Factory, local goverumant
or trade wnlon — it is restricted to espty forwalitles and, if press—
ure for aslferuls is saioteined, resalts in llpservics, fraxiuleat
procesdings, an ilonerssalingly complex system af pretsnges, sveotuslly
craating in the palltieally still active part of the puprnlnt.im.l
veritabla .Enh-l. of moral canfusion, It is ooly & question of time, and

not too mush time st that, and diatrust and disillusionment furm into a
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herd corej behind & serssn of cpathy, intense hostillty takes root.
Lat, then, soxs seriking event in common human terme 11Yuminatae t,hn.
acana, and the t-i'.fut.a will be like s#u earthquake. In ao historical
inatant the dapbh to wiich the fibre af the patlon has besn saten awa)y,
gtunds revesled. Tne discloyure of Hejk's lnnocence wes such an aventa
The kajk trial, in the contoxt of the Slanaky, the dostor und the other
purgen kAd bewy broadsast as an accusation ageinat Tito, and Eud&paat. ;
was far cutdens by ths shrill tones emanating froz Moscow. Yet Afkoal
shouldered the awful responaicdliity ef tha judlofisl ourders, pretendlng,
in loyalty to Hogcow, to be soting om behslf of an independent sovar-
wlzn body. Thia made the diacloawrs of the truth about Stalln, in
February lasi, intc an adalsalon of the lonocence of fajk, and with
overvialoing force into & shatiering revaletion ahoul tha regime in
Hungary s political and apcnomic. Secrst uster subjectlon to foreign
rnile hed werked 1ts pavalyzing effact on the inoresslngly socialist
000y :

Eistory has taught us to lpterpret 'foresign rule! in terms of
languege, culturs, national atatobood. In the Light of what has bean
sald, & warnlng is called for. Nalther currenciss nor soclal services
are culture freits of & apecificully nationsl chareeter, Thalr sapar=
l.tnnna)’;nnt- 1ike that of laoguage or mueaic, ithe rhptim of spaech of
folkways, A community linked by & common curtenoy ahares a prics lavel
* that ;iuttnl:!.m: real wages and materisl prospecis, sociel services
compriss o paople in 3 commonslty of conditlons of ssmistance. Eoth
prige lavel and ascurity trunscand natlonallty and eulture. Far da 1t
from us bo underrmbe the cultural facter in paticahcod, or the natlonal
roots of the historic stste, Bat the stute that has to b troly sover-
sign under socialiszs ia not ao zuch the hoas af & natlan, ws sizply the
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habltat of o people. The Hungarien bragedy in its aconcwic ranifica=

ticos was not in the flrst place an outeocs of oational Ieustrationr—-

it wae the uuni;qulm: of 2 carefully canoufluged, stringently exer-
¢isad forelgn rula avar a socislist econamy,
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