


i pensiero sovieiico i transizione

di Karl Polinvi

I nuovo progeamma del Partite Comunisea dell'Unipne
Suvieticd ¢ senzn dubbiu Fuvesnimento ¢34 imporiunte nelia
storia el movimento sociaist madeenn dal giorno della fon-
dizione del Pactito Cormunista, nel 1919, Faso fa parte dzllx
storin generaie, che spizga perché cmo sia stato elaboris Pree
prin oz, e i ogual mods deved inluctieare oo della itn
na stessa Inbne caso & Lo menilestazions di nn nuesn mede
i pensare comunista, degno i oesame i Par ge slesko o
mene che per Finteresss Sdestazs wel socia st nofocomunisi
che s trevane anadiessi i fronte a un moeadn che s upre in
una sorpremlente varivid, Foquesso & oguel che o intcressy, in
queste noscore studic.

I questa situnzione, wcr caso, qied che rinune df wna
grande tradiziome — quella occdentale — nan ha ul DreEsetle
aleun pensicro articolote. Per cvityze ognl ambipniti, cih che
qui siointende per Oveicents non & 0l aruppo di potenze s
queste nme, secondo la lora lanvisw u Folion ¢ Missnara) da
Winston Chuchill; bens?, in siridente contrasto con e equella
entitd culourale data dil Rinsscimento ¢ dallUmaresimo, s
non dally elassicn Awene ¢ da quella ispicuzinne gindaico-cri-
stiona che ad ossa st & fosu, In realtl, nel sun decing, il -
sieto aucidentale, privaco Ji sestangya o di coutomite, ha accet-
o o slogun delly polarind HseOvew, Tutle cid b [rrLatn
sergoginsataente "Ovest ally disastrosa idenlifizazione della
dermocrazia con il cpialsme. e del proaresse con il colenia-
lisrno, MNessm meravigha, quindi, e pli serittori e | pCisa-
torl vecidentsli abbiang perso auleritd ¢ influensa ne riguardi
del cosiddetto mnondn sultrsviluppate, screditands in tJuesn
processe le grandi credind ocoidenali di demecragia ¢ o) pIn
gresso. Tl pensicre occidentale, avends perse il sno. sgnificaty,
€ stato incapuce di reagire creativimente a nuoyl monedi in
gestazione e di ridefinire, o fertiond, 1 sun posto I essl, Oppi
nen fa che ripetere le massime « gli astratt principt degli aifar,
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Per molze ragioni, i docamenti del mondo sovieticn ¢ hanne
tradizionalmente prepurad ad aceogliere vna analogy indotei-
nisone basarn sulla rpctizione, Ma a leagere i nuove pr-
prammu si rimane colpiel dalla forza i un noove ¢ otiginals
nensiers, L sone, natwralmente, delle lacune, Liizie, che af.
Tonta il preblema del casitalisme avansald, potrebbe essere
sato seritto 40 anni fa, B assolutamente inazplicabile ugli Seati
Unin ¢ a Canadi dove & difficile dirc ai luverator che o
trovizme di Ironte a * un incrudiesi delle loro lotte di classe ™.

Ma questo indulgere in wna anacronistics [rasznlogia nan
¢ allatio l'aspeito caratieristico del dvcomento el suo jisieme,
Dhae massicel sviluppi storici, une interuo e Palin esterno,
honno cotgluntamente influcnato Vessenza del docimento :
la dimensiune del sucecsso matcriale dei Sovier in lerming d
sncialisme & 1 mutament, negli stessi terming, nelly contigu-
razione del gencre amane. 1 pime face ha aaruralmente enn-
tribuite ad accrescere Pauterity v la fiducia pe dogrmi, al se-
vande ha dnvece limitato Lo loro wulidic ¢ ha mescolatn slla
ficlucia una ragionevole esitaziong, L'coonnmia savictica splen
de come am arco ¢ trionfy allorizzome della merd dal wen-
tesiime secole. Tuttavia, nella secanda metd del secalo, sioapre
su un pucsaggio che, in terming di teuria palitica, & alieno dal-
le tracdizioni del partito comunista: Cina, Cnba e 1] Congo,
che 2 turne dominone b situazione dei continent Axia, Ame-
rica latina o Africa, :

La promessa vinese di un paradiso socialissa al di li della
merle nuclare implica una strana esciatologia, diametralmente
opposta @ quelln sovielica. Apparentemente & cos) apnche per
Aquelle che riguardy %deale cinese delle comens auto-suFicienti,
Né la breve esprerienze rivoluzionaria cubana conferma Ja i
gida dertrina della leadership della classe operaia ensf come
cssa ¢ stata distillata dalla Negativa esperienza della campagna
¢ delle magse contadine rosse. che sone apparse Jncapaci di
sostenere gli slorzi prolungat della riveluziane, Infine, in
gran pare delle societi subcontadine sfricanc, deve aneors
essere confermata la validith dell'analiss mackista applicahile
alla socieri europea.

. Tuttavia unche problemi di ecmomia interna s0nG in parte
respusabili del nuevo modo di pensare. La preponderanza
del problema del kolkoz, tea . problemi domestici, & nata da
una difficoltd non pitt negata: la incapacith di forgive ade-
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guate’ quantith di viveri wlla sempre creseente richiesta interna.
Percid, dopo trentanni Ji un traaments solaate tecnico o
organizzative dei problemi agneoli, o st ora portando avantd
una visione pig audace delosuralismo e accrescendo il pre
stigio dei contadini, II nuovo corsu pad Ltovare 1 suol riscon-
tri nellanabasi delbArmar conwdina ¢i Mao, ¢ nella legpen-
daria vittoria della milizia contuding di Casreo contrn | mes-
cenar cubani asservith aghi inleressi delle macchero umericuno.

La storia ha esallato Lo imprese del lontang Oriente ¢ dells
ruralith caraidica, che alraverss §osegrei sentieri della ploria
s1 sonn infiltrate nei forini di una ideologia wrbana lasuta
sulla industria pesante, su una via ben lontana dalla enptrhs
di Lenin. Risposte agli interregnivi dei kolkos non sono cer-
cate pitl a lugo nells snla teenelogin, ma piutlostn in gigan-
teschi investinientd governativi resi a credre una societd rorale,
non busaty soltanto — come vedremp — sl enncetto della
vita contadin. .

It programma erae il sue nuriments di ue ricoo fonde in-
tellevtuale. Cheests apertura di mente & risernrrabile sl df 13
dei confini della Russin, nello spazio ¢, al di 13 del prosente,
nel tempo. K non soue risparmisi gl argamenti filossfici,
guando il wma lo richiede. Sonn aMrontati i postulati del so-
ciulismo e del comunismo; © Hmiti dello sian e le Funziond
delle clussi sociali, inclusa la clussc lawrainice: il signilicatn
del ripusn e del lavore. MNE si evitino | eriteri del progresso, «
non sineya il loro posto o valori spisituai, al Ganco di quell;
matzriabi. 11 significate e il poso delle reluzieni sociali sono
rafforzatl coniro la meea 1eenologiz, cosi che Favanzow umana

verso it sncialistne puir essere misurabile in termini empivici,

Tute guesto porty @ una ridelinizione del socialismy al di
1d dei semnplici termin: di proprieti, come uny qualics & vita
dove leconomia ¢ saldamente fissaty alle relagioni sociali, 1
bisogni materiali ¢ fa loro soddisfazione sonn accessori ad un
orginico tessuto della socierd, a un inrecclo di relazioni s
ciali che s riferiser a wvite vissute in condizioni wmane. Steti-
stiche ¢ fatti non sono in aleun modo ignorat. Anz, s di-
mostra che pill elevare forme di vit possone csscre rAZEINE:
solo trascendendo le limitamoni pesie dud facti miswrabili,

Significa, mito yuesto, che la politics marxisia st ora oe-
cupandosi dei problemi filosesici della societd e delly forma éi
governo, ¢ anche del regno delly vita private, cos come fa
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l'esistenzialisno? Un approfondimento ¢ un allurgamenin il
socialisma & indubbivmente riflesso anche wel szl che ri-
waurda § problemi della moralith. Lideals del seciulista come
Persaul non & pnorate i quesa carbe Laonecessitd di pro
posizioni e urgomenti di questo geiere © chiaramente ammesse
una volra ole o inaovaxicne deminanle del auove [rogeatning
51 manve wersu 1 suo punte focale 11 % sisiema del monda so-
cialisia 7, la esisrenza del quals & [Heciateaty come ¥ una nun-
et reluzions poiiticn ed coomomica tra navioni ¥, B gualeosa
di pid i una armichevole comuaitd del campo comnaista, o
anchie dei puctit commnistic e muziond, non 1 parind, seme 1
sual mernlirt, S oLeatka i vna mowid perché s (Il essere pig
elustizi el veoperure com e gl dliverse nuzieni che con -
Lili sk,

Al coneresi comennt della storla an qualt il pregramma
inrende ornive rispasts sono b rivoluzione gentading in ge-
rerale, @ il ritnanerle scttors sapitalisa, La riveluzione cubana
nene & stata ortielosssy, tanto Per quatite riguarda 1 |_]irigc.:1[iJ
cudce 2er quel che =aoardy §omctadi, Uia disquisizione sul-
e viwcduziond & lnssei el programma. * Le rivoluziend non
si fanee per ordine dall’alte ™, Non sizne mantenuto Pappelin
ulla ledaership comunista. ¥ omeno che mai vi & lnsistenza sul
la winicnza, so'la goerra eivile

La prospettivs <1 un sisterca scvialistn moadiale non cselu-
e 1a ProscnEd di un'aren c;[pit;ﬂis[a pserna, La enesislenza ri-
rane quindi un walide prinziple in aongivazions con un -
stoma secialisle mondiade, dal remente che 1y cocs'stenza -
sponde alla demandu operativa: come pub essers muntenuta
la pace attraverso uua trusformazione che pud comprendere
gean pocte della winanid?

[ silenag del dacumento sulla Cina, Cuba ¢ il Conga non
lntende; cume ¢ cvidente, rimuovere quesii preblemi dal quu-
dro generale, I suo pensiero creativn & volwlamente direto »
risulvere precisaments tall questiond poste dalli storia, '

le democrazis przlart sono sensa dubbin allineare comn e
zone o conguista socialisia, Unione Sovictica e Cina, Ma i
veritd rosigemresdadaPolonid, |0 democruzic popolari, no-
nostunte le loro conguiste esnommiche, sono politicaments dub-
bie. Nessuna di esse possicds un governe sapace di prove
dese at bisogul della wita nweonale, Questo, naturalmene, 1on
¢ detw per sovovilutare o obicetiva crescita del livelle sco-
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nomicn ¢ colourale del popole laverwtors, ma por sorioliinears
I non risoli sitnazione dello stato e del pani. Doaltra parte
gl atacchi de! decumentn ennten 3l pazionatismo © 2 i * re-
vistonnisino juguslave ® non dovrebhero, naturalmente, cssere
mecrprenati come una giostilicazione dzl processe Ragk, quel-
Sutle dello seninismo Jeocul conseguctze hanna indebalito per
ue logo periodn la posizions internasionale deb snciafismn,
1l riferimento o un  sistema sncialista mondide™ con la s
piustificars cofcenirazione su un poatnlato i 7 unild 7, e
risolve In sf e per sé il principio vitule della indipendenzy, che
¢ mconosciulo come LnA esigenza imperativa delln sviluppe
socialisa, Unitd ¢ indipendenz: non sono Incomparibili 1ra
di lore, Mu se nen sard fatto un cotlinue sfarza = s non
SArANNG credle islituzioni per un mnnio secerdo tra i due prin.
ciph, cs8l verranno nevikubilmente a senntrars,

I prinzipia dellinternazicnalismo nam & in nessun meds un
sEle per und arganizzazions che dovrebhe permettere ai
governi aazienali i oagire in base o quel prinsipie ¢ nelle
sleszo temipo portare la propria Cerza nagicoule nella difesa
della unitd. La condanna del nozmionalistn ped cnche acere-
scere le naturcll JiMiceltd o accordore la planilicazionz con-
trale con le teeessita dei mambri, ¢ questn sarebby dinnose
ul sistema socialista mondiale.

U programma spre comggiosameants le porte al Fugro, Al
di i del socialismny, & amicipata una socield comunista, T.a
sua natusa o il sun modies operardi seno delincati a lungh
trattl. Uln passamrio semiprofetioo porta 1 en mutamento
scema. La presentaccns perta dalli ord alla campugna, dal-
Vindustria allagricollure, Non perts per Zar rivivere lu rustca
sempliviti, o lo areaiche 1dec pacsane, 1™ impresa comunista ™
nel lenlkos aceetta come essenzindments marsista il rineipio
di una ricnmpensy cconomica per soddisface linteresse di cia-
seutt individon cle wovorneri la struttura e 11 funzionomente
della socictd rorale, Tnolie lo sviluppo individuale & sorcea-
mente collegaen con relazioni sociali urdeclate, istituite nella
vita di wna comunith ryrule che ssiste woun livello marcriale
simile a quello dellz citth ‘o una societd industrializvaty, Come
sosdegne dello slorzo ezonomico del kalkes & previan on ac-
quiste su larga scala del peodowd da pacte delle staco, men-
tre gli impegni presi dad kolleos per detorminale conscane alh
stuto socialigla, sono diventare una ¥ condizione irrevocabile ™




di 23m piann dvoagquisti di steto 2 preczi che facdang aummen-
tare w modo continuative le entrate dei meralit del kelkos
stesso. Nello stessn ternpo gli scquist dello stany soun pianifi-
catl in mada da aiuzare lo sviluppe del pivon i produzione
del kulkos.

Il pensicra sovietico & in transizione. La premincnza della
Uina in Asla & diventstz uia realtd ¢ ha spine i Sovier di
nueva verso lo loro origini eccidentall, 11 programma aceetta
A democrasiu, Pavaneata pacitica, la rivolugiane non vienta,
anche lo passibilid parlamentari come pussinili alternative in
condivioni favorevoli. Tnolre @ valord morali e spiricuali con
i quali esso concurda, lo rendone pin adaste che mui allul
tma mets di una secictd socialista e allo scope di raggiuhgere
il comunismo nel corso della prescote generazione. Tgnoran-
de il programma, 'Occidente & muneno al suo compte di
crede delle sperunze dellumaniti, 1l programma sovietivo &
state ssuminate svlo dal punto i vista della guerrs fredda,
Ia sala mwisura di esame che I'Occidenie concsce. Attmalmente
I'Occideats munca ai suei doveri anche yuande ufforma come
saa vnica sede PAmerica ¢ Burupa, spinto dai suni pregiu-
dizi villoriani contre ogui alira forma di oTganiZEizione coo-
nomica che aon sia quella delle forme di meceato, In realtd
tnte il capitalisno guandu il socialismo hanne g COLLkLnE
origine accidentale. T socialisme nel kolkns, come ritorne alla
OrgANZEATINE coonomicn nel centrl turali e come cealizzas
cione applicabile nelle spazio di un ventoonio, non & ahro
che un perfezinnamento de: Villuges of Union & Rohert Qwen,
el und generosa distribuzione di mneccanizeazions ¢ di usn
di prodott chimici cle in quet Fillages ancora manca, Anche
il capitale — questa Tondumencale mamcinza dei Villapes of
Ui — vicne provvedute dai fondi eolletsivi guadagnati dal
kolkos ¢ du cnenni iniziali investimenti dells stato, Mu per
comprcndere le obietlive basi socialogiche i queste socialismo
del kelkes poi debbiamn rivodgerad alle relizioni velontade
che sostengonc lu rawe sempre pin densa delle istituzioni Lix-
il portate avanl dal Lolkas, Quel che colpisce la immagi-
nazione sono la riechezza e la varietd depli interessi culiurali,
cducativi, arlistici, lellerari e spartivi che, erganicemente col-
legati con le industrie agricole, producons yuclla almosfer di
uthvitd intensiva ed estensiva con fa quale, cosi come acca-
devi nel pensiere del primoe scialisto, le nuove {orme i
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eristenza & sviluppano. (Owen fu Tutopista pilt grandemente
considerato da Carle Marx), :

Il peofitto sta alla bose dallaspetto commerdiale deliim-
presa del kolkos. Somo previsie, anche, * imprese unite ™. ™ La
spcializzazione della produzionc trascenderd 1 lmiti dei ke
kos individuali con lo sviluppo i legami di produzione inter-
kolkos *. Saranne incoraggai mpiant eletorici, magazring ¢
traspurti, industrie per le prime trasformazioni, coraunl a pit
kolkos di stato uniti. Anche assciazioni agrionle-indusiriali do-
yranne crescere graduslments nei casi in eni Pagrivoltura si
combinl erganicaments con il processo industriale di lawnra-
zione det prodot. Al di B e al di sopra del profitto, 1a soli-
daricth € la forza che gnida le isttuziond culturali e sociali de-
stinate a elevare il livelle di wita ¢ a migliorare le enndizion
di esistenza portandele a livelli fin gqui sconnsciuti, 1 suof
vantaggi 4 lunga portata per la comuniti sono un libcra donn

a'la societi e di ¥ dare alla propricid cosperativa del kolkrs Ta
natura Ji una pubblica proprictd ™.

A questo punle si profila allorizzonte Ja speranza di so-
stituire graduslmente zli attuali uifici govornativi cun enti or-
ganici della stessa socicti, © Lo democrazia socialista, attra-
versn la attiva partecipazione di tutd § cittadini agli organi
di potere delli Stato, sard gradundmente trasformata o ergs-
nismi di aute-governo . Il comunisme trascende cosi i mern
compito di provvedere alle necessitd della vita, ¢ inserisor —-
sublimandali — i prohlemi cconomici in un fusso vitals, il
corse del quale & diretto dagli stessi cittading in pubblici canali.

Necossapamente, quests non ¢ che une descrizione inade-
guata della horza del nuove programma comunista, un moe-
numenta Jdella lotta dell’'uomo con la Natura ¢ della sua ina-
deyuatezza ad avvicinarsi alla sua profonda nozione di perfe-
zione, 1 nostri cumpili sono stati fawl enendo d'occhio le pre-
potzioni di un edificio di pensiero che meri i rispetie di
mitti gli umici del gencre umano, Tutlo considerato, o tro-
viama di fronte al passo ancors esilante di un gigante.
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Il pensiero sovielico in transizione

di Karl Puldevi
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vuate quantith di viven alla sompre cresceate richizsta 10TCTIAL
Percid, dopn trent'amn i nn waltamente sollanio Tecaico ¢
prepnimeative dai problemi ageiali, s st ora purtando avanid
uma visione pig sudace del ruralisme @ acerescendo il opre-
stigin dei comadini. 1l nuewn vorse pud Linvare 1 suet TisLi-
i nellanahasi dellPArmata contading d1 Man, ¢ neila legoon.
dariy viveria della milizia contading & Cosro confro ©omer-
cenari cubani asservit agli nteressi dello znechere amerizana.

T staria o esaltaty le imearese del lonluno Oriente o dela
ruralish caraibica. che atliverso 1 segreld sentiesn della ploria
s senn inblirae el fortin ol una ideolngin wrbane basas
silla indusirin pesante, su una via bea lanrasa dalle cmvicdea
i Lenin, Rispeste agh interogaiivi dei kolkes non sona cor
care o a longs nely sola tcenolugia, ma piettoste @ gigan-
teschi invesimend governativi test n ercare ame scuiet? curale,
non basaty soliani come wedrema — sul concctto della

vita contad na.

Il programma trac i sus nutrimenie daown riczo fonda 19
et le. Questa ppertura di mente & sisconuubale ol o L
dei confing el Russla, nelle spawdin e al di B del prescaie,
pel tempo. Tomon sono dspanniat’ gli argumenn Hlesobic,

quanda 1 tema lo richieds, Seno allrontnd 1 perelac del we-

cialismo e ol comunismo; 1l delle aan e le funsiond
delle classi sociad, mclusa la classe lavoratrize; 1 sigolizate
Cdel ripaso ¢ del lavero, Né si eviims 1 erited del progresso, ©
unn s neza il doro sesta ai valoed spiriuald, ol fance &b quell
accriali. 11 sigrifizaca ¢ i peso lelle reliziom sociali sous
ralferzati contrn lz mern teonologia, cosl che Tavarears amans
verso il sucialismo pud essore misprabile 11 lerming empinel.
Tutic questo porls = vaa rideflaiaone Jel sncialismo al <
B i semplici termin 1 propeiatd, corve 1ina qualid di vicd,
dove Tevenomia & saldamenic Lissa alle relaziond sociab. 1
hisogni mueriali o la loeo soddisfavions: sonn accessori ad un
oronics wessuly della sociend, a un nereccls divelavionn se
ciali chie sioriforisce a e visole in condizioni urnane, Siuii-
siiche e farri noa sono o alun modo fpneratic Azl siodi
musrra che piln lsvate forme di vitd possonug cRZre ragginnie
soln trascendends le limitoziont poste dai facti misurabal,
Siprniliza, mueto questo, che loopolitica marxista sta or oo
cupandosi dei prablerai [lusli della saciad e dilla forina ds
governa, ¢ anche del egnn della wie privara, onsl come 8
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Farl Polamrl
SOVIET TEOUCHT IN TRAWSITION

The new program of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
is without doubt the mecst important event In the history of the
nodern socialiat movement since the foundation of the Communist

forews fans <
Party, in 1919. It alsc %elenge—Lo general history, which explains
why it was produced now, and in what way it is intended to influence
its course. Finally, mend.this is what coneernsuslerey it is the
mani fegtation of & new wotld of thought, deserwing of serutiny
Mm_thhq,-.;mi-lr
for its own sake, and no less for the benefit of aiih§ucialiatﬂ,
—'E'.i;';t.-'l'..

who aé;:%find thempelves faced by a world cpening up in amazing
variety, fflf.l:-  wShad ol hr e -lil.ﬂl.q_(

In this situation, incidentally, that remmant of a great
tredition, the West, has yel ne articulate thought to present,

b ke il i:.l.a-.&t‘-z de. beed ar
To avoid all ambiguity -hﬂGt the pelidtdesl power grouping of thatl
name , hmmmesmh launched by Winsgten Churchill st Fulton, Misouri, e
mesant-Seres, but, in sharp contrast to it, the eultursl entity,
dating from the Renaissance and Tumanism, iﬁ'nut from classical
Athens and the Judseo-Thristian inspirastion fused with it. Indedd,
in its decline Western thought, bereft of substance and content
accepted a Elcbanizﬂd polarity of Dok West end Zest. It all ended
f“* %. Y. Weapt;

ahane*llly Wil 1sastrJua 1”3ﬂtipiratiun of demooracy with capi-
talism and af progress with colenialism. Wo wonder that the Testern
writeras and thingers lost status and standing with the so~called
underdeveloped world, disereditinmg in the process the great %EEhses

B. WE ught, having lost
legacies of democrasy and progresag. Western thought, ha g



ite bearings, was ineapahble of reacting creatively to the emergent

worlds aii?ﬂddit and, @ fortiori, of re-defining its own place in
1%, 1% iéﬂfghngq;erely repeat;ng businese maxims and abstract prin-
ciples. For many reasons the documents of the Soviet world have
traditionally made us expect a Himil&;ggepﬂtitiTE indoctrination,
i#t ¥ reading WE the Draft brings the surprise of a wasbhde stunning
wealth of new and original thinking, There are, of course, EEEEEEE:
The beglnuring, wudGa UuSald waiuw eU¥anceu capitelism, could have
been written 40 years ego. It is emphatically inapplicable to the
U«eSuAs or Canada, where they workers can hardly be msid te show "a
sharpening of their cless struggles.”

Yet nothing ecould be less charaeteriastic of the document as
a2 whnle;than an indulging in anachromigtic phraseoclogy. Two masaiwve
historiec developmente, one internai, the other external, eonjoint-
ly forced the Dr&ft into belng: the dimenziona of the material

“ ey

sucress of the Soviets in terma of sceialiaﬁ]hand changes in the
configuration of mankind, in the same termas., The firgt naturally

of and the comfidence in
enhenced the authority/mminesdfesentideneeneforbas traditicnsl

tenets, the pecond rather limited their range anﬁﬂ;;xed confidence
with ressonable hesitation, The Soviet economy looms lixe a triumph-
al arch over the horizorn of the mid twemtieth century. However,

for the second half of that centur?}it opens upon & lendecape which,
in terms of peolitical theurgria plien to the traditions of the Commu

nigt Party - China, Cubs, and the Congo, whieh in turn dominate

the jusueas of the continents of Apie, Latin Americe and Africa.



china's primise of g soeialist heaven beyond nuclear death implies
a strange eachsatology, dismetrieglly opposed to that of the S&vie%%}
,JBut so 1is apparently also the Chinese idegl of ¥Erorgicissieds=t

seetehr-basedoonelergy selli-suflicient commuies, Hﬁither dﬁes

Cubs's brief revelutionary eareer confirm thepdoetrine of industri-

al worsing class leadership ss distilled from the negative sgrarian

Liescd were to all appearanees

efgzﬂ‘ ance of Russia znd ite peasant HEBaDanilﬂﬂ!ﬂlﬂﬂlﬂﬂ;{iﬂcapahLe

of /austained ef fort of revolution. In most of Africa's sub-peasant

gocieties the validity of an essentially Zuropean class analysis is

ptkill to be tested.. -

However, internal ECﬂﬂGmlc coneerns also were responsible
for pome of the new thinking., The preponderance of the kolkho:z
e R T e PEVRP ST P oy PR

1abug£uudﬂ&bbﬂﬁég gprang from a no longer denied bottlenecik, i.e.,

failure to provide adtequate food supplies for the sharply rising

internal demand. Tevertheless, =rewessdainelkidpemitirgrion, citer

tbgi;y years of a merely technological and organizetional treatment

of the agricultural issue, a2 vision of the most daring ruralism

anﬂqg;g ading of pessant prestige is now being put forward -whémh_
?ﬁ ,{mﬂ? wellkgékdraw1ng niﬂm §r the anabagis of Waots Dighth Route

e il o g

ﬂrmy‘uni the legendary vietory of Castrots p xagant militia

orer the Cuban mercenariees of the American ﬁﬁgar interests. History

sponsored the feats of the Tar Hestern and Caribcean peasantry

h?ch;ﬂ‘iﬁu-m-huvqf by the secret peths of glery infiltrated the

heavy-industry-baged Iortas of a traditionally urkan ideology,

carrying it along far beyond Lenin®s smytchka. Answera to the

kolkhoz issue are sought nc longer in technology alone, but rather



-

in stupendous govermmental investments whick are aimed st creating

The Program drawe its nourishment from & rieh intellectual
fun%zwhfﬁhﬂmﬂﬁﬁrﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁhéﬁiéhﬁmﬁnwNhﬂximﬂﬂmﬁﬁﬁiiﬂﬁimh-

jo_medsd, This openress of mind expands readily beyond the boundaries

of Bussia in space, =nd beyond the present, in time. There is, then,
no avoidance of philosophical argumentfwhere St il sl

e theme mapmipesm recuires it. Taken up are the postulates of
kﬂ;cialism ard of Communism; the limits of the state and the dumohbon
functions of soeial eclasses, including the working class; the
meaning of leisure and of werk. criteris of progress are not evaded,
and spiritual values, alongside of meterial ones, sre no longer
denied their plaece. Henece the meaning gna weight of soeial relat-
ionships me against mere technoleogy aéi}cnnsistentLy ghressed, so
thet human szdvence towards socisliem may be';gggﬁrabie in empirieal
terms. How otherwise could we gauge whether we wers nearing our
ideal endas , or dmEsRd, rather receding from hmemh them?

A'1 this adds up to a re-definition of socialism beyond mere
property terms, as & guality of life, where the economy ia embedded
in social relations. @cwEHHTﬁgyﬂfztﬁﬁ“ﬁtﬁﬂﬂ&ﬂ?&amém Material needs
end their satisfaction are aceessory to-an organig tissue of ﬁ:ciatﬁ

s web of soeial relations, which inheres in liwes lived under

human econditions, Figures end faels gre by no

means ignored. Raiher, higher forms of 1ife sre shown to be gttain-



able only by tramscending the material livitations set by measur-
able facts, ;
—FT LT

Does this mean that Marxist polities iaﬁﬁenarally sllowing
for philosophiesl conecerns touching on the soeciety sand e polity,
or even or the rveslm of personal 1ife, as the existentialiat would
put it? Suech & deepening and widening of socialism 18 indeed raflec-
ted under the heading “Morality gtandards.® The idesl ol tae
coeialist as & person is not miseing on the map. The need fov

LY

sropositions and arguments ot this kind smee clearly catled Lor
~nee thne dominant inmovation ot thve new program moves 1nLo ins

o .
centar P iateer Toe wolld sogialigi sysuem, Loe existence ol
whien 18 ﬁTDﬂLRLWEGI.ﬂdTLbbﬁﬂ;%&!ﬂ!ﬂ’ﬂhﬂ Wy mew economic and
politieal relationship of eountries.™ 1t g much mere than &
friendly comrunity of the rgqmmunl st camp, or EvVen of Communist
parties, Countries, not parties are its members. It is a noveXty,
primarily meant to ad just to the Chinese conondrum, for it =may
be more feagible to co-pperate with digeordant countries than
%ith sectarian parties.

other conerste features of nistory to whieh the program is
intended to supply anawers, are pezsant rayolutione in genersal,
snd the remaining capitelist sector, The raben revolutlon was uni-
orthodox, both as to its bearers and i methods, A disquisition or

el

revolutions iﬁkiﬂaert6§ in the program. wnevolutions are not made
to order.” Mo cleim to Comerini 8T leglership LB maintained, Even.

Mﬁw
l=gs i%;}ﬂﬁiﬁtﬁﬂﬂﬂ o vinlence, oOn eivil waTqLW?ﬁﬁﬂﬁi&é—ﬂ&-&%b&%@ﬁi
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UL The pecapecdive o] Lot coptd VoCs'alul Py rle, «leey AT

\L§G~existence

remei ns f~FFeR{ o valid prineiple in conjumetion with a world
CPits Tl 0.
socislist syetem, mim 3incehm anawers the operational queastion,

How @ should peace be maintained all tarocugus s tranaiormatien,
wileh mey compriee moat of manxindV

The dosurent 's silence on Heswe—predb-owie-areagd 707 0 Cuba
Ay =t Sl

and the Congo was, not intended to remeowve problems firom the picectures,

&

fer 1tc creative thinking was CJI-J«.J.«LA.:}._:{ J.I‘Bctel towgrda ré-

golving rrecisely ‘Ht'-ﬁ% Epwaatl,ﬂ'la thﬂ' éiﬁﬁ uaaedr’éﬁﬁ .-

- Cmmein

- By Loy el o R e iy =

[T s = ..-.-4 -—.n.u..— N *“"-*

o ("

dorsriamiid te increased by the struecturing ;f gocialkiet count-
#f
Hes into a ﬂﬁﬁ?l{MFvELez”, and co-existe qﬂ;;fﬁﬁgen; ot under
Sisafs T
At rein. Th &, B 9 1pt1Jf1h rhys @rhmﬁ’ﬂémntxwmhmca yitali st

s teem” slong with the uoﬁjﬂaﬁ'hr - ’"‘T‘E”ﬂ‘i‘r’gﬂ" co-exiatence to a
.,-'-"""FH -
dus vivendi Lt}&fﬁ'm spposites, tastead of StimEe
- 1-\-'-#{.44/‘-4

ntry rel-tions et in prineiple permits.gguntries o

f"lt.-l:J — T “Mf..h;‘ JEnN W,,-" b *"'-:"-A-afrwﬁ -{-u;- M-—.l"-
S e e o el I S o =P e i e e s O 00
Cﬁ“&.u*le 3 bowreuer :
Anpmhan -emocraciashu-'ere unguestioningly listed with those positive
-cfva.nu.s e

e soeislist schievement; the Sbhviet Union and China., &part
peoplers
from _T‘v:uizm:; the mopnbmm democrsecies, in spite ol Their econumic
achievements, are political dceubtiule. Mone oI them possessed 4
covernment primarily responsive 't'r,:u ihe needs o1 national Life.
This is net  sp digetynt the pﬂ,jactlve riee of the econonic and
G humangt A

cultural sttws of the working psople, but %o underline the

gnresolved condition of state and party  Jortrta-epeq, The
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mm rmomitaenimogmans of the Braft against netionalism and Yugoslav

revisionismighuuld not, of course, be interpreted zs intended te
justify the nejk trial, that st of Stalinism, which in ite con-
seguences weakened{%ﬁ:?a long time the internatisnal position of
soedalism, The advanee Lo aw;ﬂrlﬁ ﬁanialist'aystmﬁaiith ity Justi-
fied concentration on ihe postulate of ﬁnnbmmﬁﬁunitymdﬂ&s net in
itself resclve the vital ééue of independence, mijhum which is
recogni zed as an inerative requirement of goelalist development.
Fnify and independence are in nNo way jncompatible., Fut unless a
sustained effort is made and institutions are getl up for mutusl
ad jwstment, they muast tn:gngnﬂna clash fatefully. The ;riﬂciplu
¥

; . = ot fhumdiﬂ»:,.
af internationaliam 13 nﬂksuﬁbtitute £ OT S ik o

which wouls E
enable qutiunal zovernmants to act on that principle and thereby

i
bring/into plﬂﬁggaﬁlﬂﬂ&l Etraﬁgfh to the full, in the defence of #Ey

o &4 ffaottﬂ-m;:}n.,. - e
uni ty, o= Aeacwihoke — e uage? of nationalism msy even &ncr#aaa the

nastural ﬂi‘=iruhtieﬂ of aligning central glanning with members’

it MLqLELT
reeds, And  eeeaRERlte the world EDPialiﬂt gy atem.

/
The Program boldly swings apeniggurﬁ to tne future., Beyond
¥
-éaeialiﬁm, a romruniat sociely ia anticipated., Its nature and
modus operanii are spproximated in thou ht. p gemi-prophetic
{ mﬂm'ﬂ.ﬁu‘h
passage brings = change of scene. ‘&! moves from town to couniry-

.:1.,¢t?i-' PR O 4 :
gide, {rom-industry to agriculture, *atwin srier to revive rustic

simplicity, or archaic pessanty ideas aa-#he-gfﬁﬁﬂ&-tn—whiﬂh—éq

nammani st Bnterpriae" in the kolikhoz 4
o

L
accepf as essential ly Warxist the prineiple of economic re#ard ST

the individusl's motivation, which will govern the structure and



& {eorr, version)

funetioning of rural scciety. Yet individual motivation is em=
heided in articulate soccisl relatiuna,_inatltutad in the life of

g rural commanity whieh éxistﬂ on s mate;ial level equal to that of
the cities in an indusirialized scoeietly. As a Ifémework of the econ-
omie effort of the kolkhor stete-purchasing of its produce on a

vast scale is foreseen, while the_iulkhazea' #eontracted commitmantsw
for deliveries to the state are made an *irrevoeable econdition» of &
planning of state-purehgse at prices whiech raise mimeriunhighss con-
tinuously tke kolkhoz members*® real incomes. At *he same time

atate purchases zre planned so as to sdvanee the economic plans

of the kolkhoz in questiocn. .

Soviet thought is in tranaitfnn. Chinats lead iﬁ Asis has
become & fact and hae turned the Soviets back towards their West-
ern origins. The Draft underlines democcraey, peacefud advance,
non-viclent revolution, even Parliamsntary possibilities as feassible
alternatives under fawvoursble conditions. Vet the spiritual and moral
values to which it adheres commit it mere than ever to the ultimate
akih aim of & socialist society and that to a point of attaining
Communism within the lifetime of the p eaént genergtion. In its
ignoring of tge Draft the West hag failed its trusteeship of the
human legasy. The Joviet Program has been weighed é; it on the
Cold War scales of propaganda, the only measture it recognizes.
setually, the West disowned its legaey when it claimed a2 part of
Zurope and America as its home, impelled gm by its Victorian
prejudices zgainst any other than market Zorms of economic organiza-

tion, Yet, capitslism and soeialism are equally of Western origin.



g : : {eorr. wersion]

Soecialiem in the kolkhez a8 2 re-embedling of economice organization
in rural towns as a pr&ctieﬁl proposition within a couple of deesdes,
is remindful of Robert Owen's Villages of Uniom, with the mechan-
ization and chemistry, in which these were still lacking, gener-
ously displayed. Also eapital - thﬁt chief deficieney of thﬁ.ﬁiLLagﬂE
of Union - is here eredibly provided from lgvisgsh initial state in-
vestments and the eollective earned funds of the individuasl xolkhoz
iteelf, Put to understand the okjective socielogical basisg leaﬂiﬁg‘
to kolkhoz soeialism, we snould tura to the volumtary relations
which sustain tue ever more denpely grawing network of local insti-
tutions thet are carried by ihe kﬂlkﬂuz. hat catches the imagin-
ation is the wealth and variety of culturel, edueational, artistie
literary and sporting interests whica, erganically linked with the
sgricultural industries, are ezxpected g produce that atmosphere of
intensive and extensive activity with whiech as in early socialist
thought, the new forms of existence are overflowing, (Owen, inci-
dentally, was the "utopian" who renked high in the eyes of Karl Marx)
Profitaebility is the fouchstone B the business asoeet of
the kolkhez enterprise., "Joint enterprises" are also envisagei.
"The goelalization of preduction will transeend the limits of indi-
vidual kolkhoses with the davelopment of inter~kolkhez produection
ties. " Statg kolkhoz joint power dtations anf enterprises for the
prinary processing, storage and transportation of farm produets, for
various type of buildings the menufaecture of building materials,

gad. Also Tegrariean industrisl assc-

and so smol on' will Be emecours

eglations wi

et

i
|
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L
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@
=

lly emerge wherever economieally expediemt and
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agriculture will ecombine orgeniecslly with the industrial proeessing
of its produce." Alongside of prafitability, soliderity is the
driving foree behind the cultural ord welfare institutions, which
reise the level and refine the humsn gquality of existenee teo hither-
to unknown lﬁvéls. Its advantages to the community at large ars a
free gift to it mim and"impért te kolkhosx ca-upetative protery the
nature of public property.™

At this juneture the hope of replaeing to-day's gbveroment
offices step by step by organic entities of society iteelf appears
on the ﬁnfi:un. "Sacialiat'demacracy, through the setive partiel-
pation of all ecitizems in the organs of the state power will gradu-
ally be transformed into orgens of publie self-government.™

fomriniem thus tranzeends by far the free supplying of the
necessities of 1life, it does not stop short of a sublimating ef
egonomiec rewards intc & nourishing fluid the course of whieh i3
directed by the citizenp shmmsefwaasxnn themselwes into puhlicr
channels.

Yecessarily, this must remein en insdeguste picture of the
Draft of the Zoviet Communist Program, a monument in man's struggle
with Wature and his own inadeguaecy to approach his still dim notion
of perfection. Our comments were made, Xeeping in sight the proporti-
ons 0i o toougub-esisies whloh commenss the respect ot all iriencs

ot mankind., vuke =217 in all, sane %& have before us a hesitant giant-

gtep.
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funetioning of rural scciety. Vet dee individusl W& motiwvwation is
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SOVIE™ THOUCHT IN TRAVSITION

The new progrsm of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
is without doubt the most iwmportant evemt in the history of the
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br 1“1;;(1*1t: nla;:égatintal a;:péength)tu the full, in the defence of ke
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___J;.\hug,ey of natlionslism may even #nerease the

natural ] 1cgl+ina of aligming central Ulaﬁnlqb with membhers?

need w the world socizslist syatem,
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The Program boldly swings:e; 'ggﬁpenh:*.-_.uz-s,- to the futurd; Beyond

uni ty,

Y

wocialism, B Communigt goclety ijs anticipated, Its nmature and
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modus operandi are soeressesed . Sadgia . A semi-prophetice
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» paasage brings a change of aeense. i:i:&mu"raa from town to couniry-

s;dE} from industry to agrieulture, WWWMC
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BadddepPlaaorospeehe-af "CTomrunl gt enterprise® in the kollkhoz
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accapts as essentially Warxist the prineiple of economic reward o=

jbb the individual's motiwation, which will govern the structure and
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funetioning of rural soclety. Vel individual motivation is eme
beited in articulate social rﬂlationu, 1nu%?}utad in the lifle of

s rural eommunity which e:iats on & material level equal to thal of

[ =
ghe citles in an industriplized gsociety. As & framework of{fﬁﬁﬁgﬁhn,
e Kothkhoz s
omic effort a&—#heukaékhaa tete-purchasing Ufféiﬁ-ﬂrDﬁUGﬁ on &

vast scale is fareaeen.ew&¥&evzﬁe kolkhozes' "contracted cammztégnts*
for deliveries to the state are made an “1rrwvacahla condition® of a
planning of state-purchase aﬁﬁpricea whiﬁ?-;uiue Smecdiizen con-
tinuously the kolkhoa members' reel incomes. At the same tine
state purchases ngghgfhnned s0 &5 to adwvanee the economic plans
v the kolkhoz in gueation,

qoviet thought is in transitiom, China's lead in Asia has
pecome s Tmet and has turned the Soviets back towards thelr Test-
ern origins., The Draft underlines demcerasy. peacefud advance,
non-vielent revolution, even Parliameniary possibilities &s fessible
a1u?rnati?ﬂ§Junder favoursble conditiona. Yel the gpiritual and moral

vaolues to whieh it adherea commit it more than ever to the ultimate

min aim of & ancialiﬁiti§eiety and that tﬂ1iglmint of atteaining
Communi sm ﬂithin the 1ifetire of the r esent generatiugy In its
jgnoring of ?;:¥é#iha west has failed its trusteevhip of the
human legaey. mhe Soviet Program has been weighed %ﬁ it on the
cold Tar scalea of propaganda, the only megsure it recogni zes,
sotually, the West disowned its legaey when it claimed & part of
surope and America as its home, impelled Wpm by 1is rictorian

prejudices sgainst say other than market forme of gconomi e organiza~

tien. Yet, capitaliam and socialism are %qu&lLy ﬂf western urigin.
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Sociallam in the kolkhow ap & re-embed’ing of evonomie orgsnizatior
E

in rural towns naw&a;:aniLau}npg3yuai&&aahai$hin_awnuuplﬁmﬁip&aeiﬁl

is remindful of Robert Dwen's'villageﬂ of Gniﬂn; with £he machpn-
e Lo he

iration and chemistry—dn wikiah these were gtill lackingﬂmgener-

i 2f
pugly displayed. Also eaplial - thet chief deficiener of the viliﬁt
of Tinlon - is here credibiy provided from levigh initisl astate in-
vestments and the colleetive enrned fTundeg of the individual kolkhos

e
itself, et to understand the—sbieetive--soreielogiecat-bagi g Teating

45 lkolkhoz wsoecislism, we should turn to the voluntery relations

which sustain the ever more densely growing network of loeal insti-

PR < )prian 2.,
tutions that arqﬂaamﬂﬂh?ﬂhy the kolkhoz. What catches the iaagin-
ation iw the wealth and variety of culturel, educational, artistie
literary and sporting interests whieh, organiceliyv linked with the
agrioultural industriees, are expected to produce that stmosphere of
intensive and extensive actiwvity with which;aa-in early soecialist
thought, the new forms of existenee are overflowing., [Owen, inei-
dentally, was the "utopian®" who ranked high in the eyes of Xarl Hﬁ%
Profitability 1;;1;i’é§""'t'§ﬁ“éi{atnna bf the business aspeet of
the kolkhoz enterpriase. "Joint snterpriges" are also envisaged.
"The soclislization of production will tronecend the limits of indi-
viduel kolkhoges with the development of inter-kolkhoz production

y oA bk o
-{fatate-kalkhuz dedint power dimtions =md enterprises for the

tiea,
srijwary processing, storage and transportation of farm produets, ig
various type of buildingp the marmmfacture of building materials,

and so anet nn: will be encouraged, Also "agrariap industrisl asso-

siations will gradually emergce wherever economieally expsdient and:



10 [ e )

agrieulture will combine organically with the industrial progessing
of its produce." Alongaide of prnfitéhilitr, Eﬂlidarity isg the
driving foree behind the culturasl and welfsre inztitutions, which
reigse the level snd refine the human quality of exiétenea to hither
to unknown %ﬁ?ﬁl?n Its advantages to the ecommunity at large are a
free éif?E&&ii%:iégﬂghd"impart to xolkhoz co-operative profery the
nature of public property.r :

At this junecture the hope of'replaeing to-daoy 's ghvernment
affices step by step by orgesnic entitiee of soeciety iteself appears
on thé horizon. "Socialiet demoeraey, through the setive partiecl-
petion of all citizens in the orgones of the state power will gradu-
ally be trsneformed into organs of publie self-government.®

Come=uni em thu; transcends by far the free supplying of the
negeéseitien of lifﬂ.%ft dn&a not stop short of a sublimatiang of
economic rewards into o nourishing fluid the course of which ies

directed by the citizens mhemewdwmegnn themselves into publie

channels,

————
e e, o

- e T o ! : :
C ﬁﬂecaaaarilﬁ,tiﬂia must%rﬂmain an inadequate picture of the

Draft.af.ihe Eﬂvi&t Communi st Program, & monument in man's struggle
with Wature snd his own inadequaey to spproach his still dim nntinﬁ
of perfﬁntion. Our eummenta_w&re made, xeeping in Qight the proportd
ons 0f a tutught-edifice whienh comwunds the respect of sll iriends

ot mankind, +uke ;11 in gll, =nd we have before us & hesgitant glant-

step.
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Earl Polenyi

SOVIET THOUGHT IN TRA¥SITION

The new program of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
i1s without doubi the most important event in the histery of the
modern zoeielist movement since the foundation of the Commuanist
Party, in 1919, Tt also belongs to general histery. Lsst, not lesst, it
ig the nmanifestation of 2 new Communist world of thought, deserving
of serutiny for its own sake, and ne lews for the henefit of non-Conmmm-

nists, who, like all mankind, find thempelwes faeped by =z humsn world,
i, Rigel 2o

opening up in eruptive vitality of new-emd renewed civilizations.
u

This is what coneerns us here, For in thig total situation the
Feat, that remnant of a great tradition, has yet no artieulate thought
to present, To aveid all ambigrity:; - What is meant here by the West
is net the power grouping of that name, launched by Winston Churehill
at Fulton, Missouri, on a fateful day, but, in sharp contrast to it, thae
cultural entity dating from the Lenaissance and Eumznism, 1f not from
¢lassical Athens and the Judeo-Chrigtian inspiration merged with it,
Indeed, in ite dacline}Waﬂtern thought, bereft af’aghstance and euntent,
accepted a sl;gfnized pelarity of Weest and Taat. gxdanﬂad ghamefally—for
Hre—Fesl in the;?;;ntificatinn af demoeraey with gapitalism and of
progregs with colonislism. Mo wonder that the Western writers snd thin-
kers lost stetus and staniing with the so-gzlled underdeveloped world,
Aiserediting in the proesss their legaey of demoeracy and progress. West-

ern thought, having lost its bearings, was unable to reaet ereatkvely

to the emerzing econtinemts around it and, & fortiori, to re~define

jts own plsee in the new werld. Tt found itself emptied and redueed to

propounding business maxime aznd abstract prineliples. ¥or many reasons



Apciments of the Soviet world have made us expeet a similarly re-
petitive indoetrination, But resding the Draft brings the surprise

gf a wealth of original thinking. There are, of ecourse, lacunse.

The beginning, which deals with advanced eapitalist lande eould have
been written 40 years ago. It is emphatiesally Inapplicable to the
J.8.A. oT (tanads, where the workers ean hardly be said to show "s
gsharpening of theirrvelass struggles.® Still, as we said, nothing could
be less in tune with the document me & whole, than the indulging inm
anachronistiec phraseology.

Two messive hietorie develnpmeq?a;?hne internal, the other ex-
ternal;)furced the Draft into beingzilgzaextentjgimfif material suecess
of the Soviets tn terme of & socialist economy; mmd those reeent
changes in the total situation of mankinz, The Soviet eeonomy looms
like a triumphal areh over the horizon of the mid-twentieth century.
Towever, for the second half of that cebtury, it opens upon a landseape
which, in terms of politiecal theory is allien to the trgditions of
the Communist Party - China, Cuba and the Gﬁnga, which in their tum
dominate the issues of the contiments of Asia, Letin Amerieca and Africa.

The document's silenece on China, Cube and the Conge was not
intended to remove problems from the pietaure., China's shrill promise
of & soeislist heaven beyond universal nuelear death implies a sirange
eschatology, foreign to that of the Soviets. Zut so io apparently slseo
the Chinese ideal of self-suffiecient communes. Cuba's revolutionary
caTeer would not confirm any rigid doetrine of imdustrial working-class
leadership, as it wes distilled from the experience of Russia, whoes
veapant masses were to all aprearaneces inespable of the sustained effort

by Flse e

7 3
of revolution. Yany horizons are evoked iLe-dhse new perspectiwes, ob-
£ i

viously much more positive on Cuba than on chine., In most of the sﬂggﬂ



G a ehate
and Afrieca's sub-pessant suaietiesmthe validity of an essentially

Furopean clasg-analysis is still to be teate&,,}ut there ean be no doubt
coetrcked o

on this: creative soeialist thought isﬁgreetﬁug the colonisl issue in-
to the axis of the fuiura.

However, domestic economic conesrna alsp entered into some of
the new thinking, The preponderance in the Draft of the kolkhoz issus
sprang from the no longer denie& battleneek of food supplies for the
rapidly rising domestie demand., After thirty years of a merely techunolo-
gieal and organizational treatment of the sgricultural issue, a visien
of the most daring ruraliem and an upgrading of peasanl prestige is
now being put forward. The new look may well e drawing on the anabasis
of Mao's Bigkh Sighth Route prmy of Chinese peasantes and the legendary
victory of Castro's pessent militia over the Cuban mercenaries of the
American asuger interests. ffordtd Hiﬁtur;:ﬁgiéapunsmred the feats of
the Ter Kestern and Caribbean peasantry, which by the secret paths of
glory infiltrated the heavy-industry«kased forts of a traditionally
urban Joviet ideolegy, carrying it aleng fer heyond Lenin's smytchka.
Answers to the kolkhoz future are spught no leonger in technblogy
glone, but rather in stupendous govermmentsl investments whieh are
pimed at eresting & rural gociety, not any mors based onm & coneept of
peesant life, econceiving instead of a distinetive rursl eulture on
& meterial level egqualling that of medern urban eivilization.

The Program draws its nourishment from s rich intelleetual Tund.
This openness of mind expands beyond the boundaries of Russis in spacs,
and beyond the pregent, in time, There is no gvoidance of philbsophiecal
argument, where the theme requires it, Heonomie organization and the
property system mfmfSmnbaiisomemdmpnfommenksss are not any mere the

gole criteria of Hocialism and of Communism; the role of bhe state



and of clagseed in soecial development, even including the working-
eless itaelfy the meaning of leisure smd of work, Oriteria of progress
are not evaded, znd spiritual velues, alongeide of material anes, are
ne longer denied their pleee. Henee the human mesning and weight of
aocial relationships as against mere technology is stressed, so that
gdvence towards socialism may be meazsurable in humen temms. Fow octhere
wise could we gange whether we were nearinz our idesl emds or rether
receding from them?

This adds up to a re-definition of sociazlism beyond mere property
terme, as a2 cuality of life, where the economy is embedded in none
egconomic secial relations. ¥aterisl needs and their satisfaction - the
technology of production -~ are merely aceceszcory to a tissue of society,=
g web of social relations, which inheres in livee lived under humsne
coniitions, Figures snd faects are by no means jignored. Dather, higher
forms of life sre shown to be attainasble only by transaenﬁing the limita-
tiong set by the measurable facts.

TDoes this mean that Marxist polities is now allowigg for philoso-
phical concerns touching on society smd the polity?, end even on the
realm of personal life, ss the existentialist would put it? Suech a
deecpening and widening of somisliem is reflected under the hesding
"Weoerality standarda." The ideal of the socialist as a person is not
missed on the map. The need for propositions and arcuments of this kind
is certainly called for, once the notion of a mworld seeialist system®
moves into the center, This is indeed the dominant innovation. It is
Jjustly described as "a new ec¢onomie gnd politiesl relatkonship of
countriesa,” It ie much more than & friendly eommunity of the Communi st
esmp, or even of Communist gartiea..Cﬂuntries, not parties are its

members. It is a novelty, presumably meant to adjust to the Chinese



conondrum, for it may be more fessible to co-operate with discordaent
countries then with sectarian parties.

A theory of revolutions as well as one of the remainisng capitalist
epmgem scctor are found inserted in the Program. The Cuban revolution
wag unerthedox, both as to its bearers and methods. "Revolutions are not
made to order.” Wo claim to Communist leadership is maintained. Even
lezs is there ineistence on vislence, on civil war. The perapective of
the world socialist system does not exelude the presenee of = capitaligt
area outside of it. Co-existence remains =s11 the more 8 vaelid prineiple.
It answers the e¢rueial guestion, How should peace be maintained sll wingmy
through = transformation which may comprise most of manki ndg

Deople's demoeracies are unguestioningly listed with these poaltive
regions of sceialist achievement: the Soviet Union and Ching. Yet gpart
frem Poland, the peoplets democracies, in spite of their economiec
achievements, sre politieal doubtfuls., None of them PoEBESSSs A ZoVeIn-
ment primsrily responsive to the needs of national life. This is mot to
discount the objective rise of the egonomie snd eultural standardsy
of the working people, but tof underline the unresolwsd condition of
state and partv. The all-out attaeks of the Draft against “nationslism®
and "Wugoglav revisioniszm® were not, of eourse, intended in any way
to justify the Tungarian sets of Staliniem, whieh, in their consequen-
ces weakeéned aver z long time the internatienal position of soeislism.

A world soecialist system and its postulate of "unity® does not in itpelf
resolve the wvital issue of independence, which is recognized as an impe-
rative recuirement of socialist development.?_

.{Fnity and independence are in ro way ineompatikle, But unless a pustained
efTort is made and institutions are set up for mutusl adjugtment, they n

must clash. The prineiple of internaticnelism is ne substitute for &

machinery, which would ensble natinnéil§?¥ﬂ¥ﬂmﬁﬂti



governments to act on that prineiple and thereby bring national
strength into play to the full, in tke defence agi:éity. A sBleganized
bogey of nationalism may even inerease the natural diffieulties of
eligning central planning with members' needs, and thas impair the
world soeilslist system.

The Program boldly ewings open the doors of the future, Feyond
Soeclalism, & Communiat soclety is anticipated. Its nature and modus
cperandi aTe envisaged, A semi-prophetic passage briags a change of
scene, The presentation moves frem town to countryside, from industry
to sgriculture, "Communipgt enterprige" in the kolkhez mcceepta as eszen-
tially ¥arxist the prineiple of economic reward as the individualrs
motivation, which will govern the strueture and functioning of rural
society. ?etf?hiividuai motivation is embedded in articulate social..
relations, These sre instituted inm the 1ife of & rural communtty whiehs
existes on & material level equal to that of eities in an industrial-
ized pociety. As & framework of the kolkhorz' economiec effart, stete-
purchesing of the kolxhoz produce on & vast scale is foresesn, The
golkhozes! "contracted commitments" for deliveries to the state are
made an "*irreveocable condition® of 3iplanﬂing Dfdatate—purnhaae at such
prices ag will raise cvontimeously the kolkhoz members' rezal incomes,

At the same timefﬁtata-purcﬂasea are to be plenned so as Lo advance
the eeonomic plans of the kolkhoz in guestian,

Zoviet thought is in tresnsition. Chinars leaﬁ in Agia hes be-
come @ Tact and has turned ke Soviets baek towards theirt Testern ori-
gins, The Draft underlines demoeraey, pesceful advance, non-violent
revolution, even Perlismemtary possibllities as feasible alternatives,

under favourable conditions. et the splritusl and moral values to which

it zdheres commit it more than ever to the ultimate aim of ¢ =zoeimiist



zociety and that to the point of attaining Comwunigm within the life-
time of the present generation.

In its ignoring of the Communiat %}aft the West has falled its
truseeship of the himan legaey. The Soviet Program hes been weighed
by it on the 0old "¥ar scales of propegands, the only meassure it recog-
nizes., Actuslly, the Wegt digowned itz legeey when it elaimed s part
of Burcpe and Americe ags ite home, ispelled Wy its Victorisn prejudieces
against any other tien market lorms of economic organigation. Yet, capi-

talism and socialism are egually of Western origin. Socialism in the

Kolkhoz a3 a re-embedding uflecmnomic organization in rural fowms is
remindful of Roeert Owen'*s "Willages ef Union". The mechanization and
chemistiry in vhieh these were still lacking are to be generously dis-
played, Also eapltal - that chiefl deficieney of the Viliages of Urniso -
is here eredibly provided fruom lavis initisl state investments and the
pollective earned funds of the individuasl keolkhoz itself. To understand
kolkhoz soeizliam, we should turn to the voluntary rélstions which
austain the ever more densely growing network of loesl inzstitutions

that are borme by the kolkhoz. That ecatches the fwagination is the wealth
and variety of eultural, educstional, artistie, literary and asporting

3
interest:m @rgani:aalw linked with the a.g;ricu].tqral industries ,
(are expegted to preoduce that atmosphers of intensive and extensive acti-
vity with whieh, as in early sceislist thought, the new forme of eximt-
Vi bice e
enece are s¥ecflowing, (Owen, incidentslly, wes the "utopisn® who ranked
high in the eyes of Farl Marx.}
Profitability is to remain the touchstone of the business aspect

of the kolkhoz enterprise. "Joint enterprises” are alsc envisaged,

"The zoelialirsation of preoduction will transecend the limits of indiwi-

Auzl kolkhazes with the development of inter-kolkhoz production ties...



State-kolkhoz power atatioms z2s well as enterprises fer the primary pro-
ceszing, storimgage apd tranpportation of farm preduets, for warious
types of building, the manufacture of huilding materisls, and as on," mid
will be encouraged, Also "sgrarian industrial asssocistioms) will gradu-
ally emerce wherever economieslly expedient snd agriculfure will combine
organically with the industrisl prbeessing of its prioduce.” Alongeide of
profitability, solidarity is the driving foeree behind the cultural znd
welfare institutions, which raise the level and refine the human quali-
ty of existence to hitherto unknewn lewels, I'ts advantages to the commi-
nity at lerge sre a free zift to the citizens and *impart to kolikhoz
co=aperative property the natuare of puklie property.”

At this juncture the hope of replacing to-day's government offices
step by atep by crganie entities of saciety itself appears on the norizom
sgoeialist democracy, through the aetive participation of ail citizens
in the organs of the state power will gradually be transformed into nmges
organz of publie self-government.®"

fommuniem thus transcends by far the free supplying of the neecesa-
ities of life. I't does not stop shert of a sublimating of economic re-
wards into a nourishing fluid the course ol whiech is directed by the
citizens themselwves into puklie channels.

This must necegsarily remain an ;&hﬂequate pieture of the Draft
of the Joviet Bommurnist Program, a monument in mam's strugzle with
Weture sné his own inadeguaey to appreseh his still 4in notion of per-
fection. Our ecomments were made, keeping in sight the propertiona of a
thought-edifice whieh commands the respeet of 21l friemdas of mankind.

Tske 2ll in all, and we have before us a hesitant glant-step.

-
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SOVIEYT THOUGRT I TRANSITION

The new progrsm of the Communist Tarty of the Soviet Union
is without doubt the most lmportant event in the history of the
modern scelaliast movement since the Foundation of the communt st
Perty, in 1919, It also belongs to general history. Last, not least, it
is the manifeatetion of a new Couwsunist world of thought, deserving
af serutiny for itz own suke, and no less %ur the benefit of non-Commi-
nigta, who, like all meakingd, fiad fnemaelvﬂﬂ faced by & buman world,
opening up in eruptive vitality of new snd Tenewed oiviliizations.

This ie what coneerne us here, Jor In thais totel situation the ,
weat, thal remnent of a great tradition, has yet no articulate thought
to present, To aveid all embiguity - wuat is meant here by toe West
is nmot tue power grouping of tha! aeme, launched by Tinston Churehiil

¥t Fultown, ¥lesourl, on s fateful dsy, but, in sharp eontirast te it, the
eultural sntity dating from the fensiseance snd Sumaplem. 17 not from
¢lossieal Athens and the Judeo-hristign insplratiun merged with it.
Indeed, in its decline Westers thought, bereft of substanee and eoantent,
secepted o sloganized pelearity of West nnd faet. It ended shamefully far
the Jesd in the isentifiecation of demoeracy with capitalism, and of
progress with colentalism, Wo wonder that the Western writers and thin-
kers lost status and standing with the so-called anderdeveloped worid,
digsereliting in the proessy their 1égnmr of demveraey and yrogress. YWesl
ern thougiht, heving lost its bearinge, was unsble to reaet creatévely

to the emerging conmtinents around 1t and, & fortiori, to re-define

its own place 1n the new world. It found itself emptied mad reduced to

propounding business maximes snd abstract priveiples. Tor many Teasons



doelments of the toviet world heve made us expect a similarly re-
petitive indsetrination, Put resiing the Draft bringe the surprise

of & wemlth of original thinking. There are, of course, lagunas.

The beginning, whion deals with advenced capitalist lands eould bave
been writien 47 yesrs ego. It is empheaticslly isappliocable to the
U.fels or CBnsds, where the workers can hardly be éaiﬂ to show "a
sharpening of their elses struggles.” Still, as we sald, nothing cvuld
be less in tune with the dooument as & whole, than the indulging in
gnaschronistic phraseclogy.

Tvo gaaﬁiwa nistorie developments, one laternal., the other ex-
ternal, foreed the Treft inte being: the extent of the materianl success
4+f the “oviets in terms of 5 soecimlist eeonomy, snd those recent
ehsnges in the total situstion ef mankind. The Soviet economy iooms
1ike a triumphal areh over the horizonm of the mid-twentiuﬁh century.
Towevar, ior the second half of that eentury. it opens upen a linducagu
which, in tems of political theory is alien to the traditione ol
the Communist Party-- Chine, Cuba and the Conge, which in their turn
domd nate the 1souss of the eontinents of Awis, Latin Zmerice and Af rica.

»he document's 5ilence on “hinas Cubse and the Tonge wae net
intended to reweove problems from the ploture. Chinate shriil promise
of o seelalist heaven beyond universal suolear death implivs & straage
eechatology, foreign to thet ei the ~oviets. Fut eo 1g spparently a}aa
the rhinese idsal of seli-pufficient communes. tuba‘s revoluticuary
enreer would not confirm anv rigid dsetrine of industrisl vorking-elass
leadership, a8 it #»ns digtilled Trom the exserience oi Nuassis, whose
vessant wmasses wers to all apresrances inewpable of the sustained effort
of ravolution. “sny horizons are evoked in the new perapectives, ob-

visusly much more positive on Cubs than on ruine. In most of the Congo



amll ifrien's sub-possant soeietiew, the validity of an escentiaslly
Huropesn class-snzlysis 1o still to be tested, but there ean Le ne doubk
on thig: crestive soolallet thought is erecting the colenial isuue ine
to the axis of the futurs,

fluwevar, domestlie weonomic coneerns also entered into some of
toe pew thinking. The preponmdersnee in the Traft of the kelknoz 1issue
arrang Irom the no longer denied bottleneek of food sugplies for the
rapldly rislng domestie demand. ifter thirty years of = merely technolo-
gical and organizationsl treatment oi the sgricultural issue, & vision
of the most daring ruralism and ao upgradsing of pessant prestige is
now being put Jorward., The new look may well be drawing on the snabasis
of ¥ao's mbgth Tighth Route Army of Chinese pessants, a.nd the legendary
victory of Castro's pessant miiltia sver the Cuban mersenavies of the
lmerienn suger interests, Yorld history has sponsored the fests of
the Tar fasten end Curibiean pessentry, whieh by the secret paths of
glory imfiltrated the Reavy-industry-based forte of s traditinn&ily
Angwers o the kelkhaop future are sought ne longer in technblogy
alone, but rather in stupendous govermmental investments which are
aimed at eresting a rural seciety, not any more bsaed onm & coneept of
peassant life, conceiving instead of e distinetive rural culture on
o meberial level egualling that of medern urban eivilization.

The Program draws its nourisiment from & rieh intellegtual fund,
This openness of mind expunds beyond tne boundaries of Ruseis in space,
snd bevond the jresent, in ti=me. There ie no svoidance of philésophlecal
ergament, where the theme reguires it., Zconomie organization and the
progerty system mtmSsnbadseywpmdeos .
sole criterie of Zoeclalism and of Comsunism; the role of the state

p are not any more the




and of classes. in scelal development, even iualuﬂing the wurting-

elass itself; the meuhing ¢f lelgure snd of rurr. Criteris of progress
ere not eveded, and apirituml velues, alongside of material ones, are

no longer denied their place, Yeres the human meaning and weight of
social relutionships as againet merse teghnology is stressed, su that
advance towarde soelslism may be mesgursble iz humen terms. How osther- |
wise eould we geuge whether we were nwsring sur ideal ends or rather
regeding {rom tbm’f"

This adde up to 4 re-definition of soeinlism beyond ﬁaru Property
terns, &8 & quality of life, where the agonomy is embedded in non-
eeonpml e soeliel relations, Vaterisl naaﬁa and thelr satisfaection -« the
tﬁﬂhﬂﬁlﬁﬂv of produetion-- are merely sgcessvory to o tissue of soeiety,
4 web of wsoecinl relations, whieh inheres in lives lived urder humane -
naaﬁitiona. Tigures and facts are by no mesns ignored. Iather, highar
forms of life ure shown to be ettainable only vy trenseending the limite
tions set by the mensursble facts.

Toes this mean thet Werxis® polities is now aliowipg for philogo-
phical concems touching on soclety and the polity’, snd even on the
realm of personal life, as the existentislist would pus it? Suaoh &
decpening and widening of soeinlism is reflected under the nending
“Horality stendsrds. The idenl of the scelplist n#-a Perecn 1s not
migsed on the map. The need for propositions snd argunenis of this kind
is eertainly esalied Tor, onoe the notiom of & "world socialist aystem®
movas into the center, This is indeed the daminaﬁt iarovation, 1% is |
Justly described as “a new economliec amd politiesl relationshiy of
countries.” It 1ie mucn more than g friaa&ly.enﬁmuﬂity gf the Comirunist
esmp, or even of fowmunist parties. Countries, not pearties are its

members. Tt 1a & novelty, presumably meant to adjaet to the Chinese



conendrum, I9F it may be more fessible to ceo-operste with discerdant
gouniries than with sectarian parties,

A Sheory of revolutions a8 well as one of the remaining eapltalis!
apatmm sector are found inserted in the Program. The Nuban revslution
wee unortiodox, both ss %o its Leurers and methods. “Hevelutions are nJ!
made to order.” o eclaim to Communist leadership; is maintained. gven b
iless 1s there insistence onm violenge, on civil war. The perspective of
the world soclallast system does not exelude the presence of & ¢a@1tal§5f
ares outside of it. Co-cxismtonee remains all the more & valid priuqipiu.
It enswers the erueial guestion; How should pesce Ybe maintsined all dam
torough & transformetion wiich may comprise wost of mankiad?

Peoplets cemeerncien are unquestioningly listed with those pﬁaitrF
regions of seelslist aculevement: the Joviet Union ana China.'?aﬁiapsréx;
from Toland, tine people's demoeracies, in spite of their egonomic
atilevements, sre pelitiecsl doubtfule, Yone of them posvesses & govern-
pent pricarily reevonsive to the needs of national life,. This ialhat to
fifsecunt the obJoetive riwe of the economic and cultural stendardsy
of the workliag people, bub 40" underline the unresolved condition of
state and party. The sll-out attecksof the Draft agalnet 4gﬁtian&lmﬂ'

ead "Yugoslav revislonism® were not, of csurse, intended in any wny

to Jjustify the Tungerlen aets of ftaliniem, whieh, in their consequen-
ces WelKEned over a long time the international position of soeialiem,

A world seoelelist aystem and {ta poastulste of "unity® does not in iteedd
resolve the vital issue of independence, which is recognized as an impe-
retive rwquiramant.uf sseialiet development.

Unlty and independence are in no way incompstible, Fut unless & sustseine
efTo7t is mede and institutions sre set up for mitual adjustment, they -

mueEt clash. "he prineiple of intevuationslism is no eubstitute fﬂr @

msohinery, which would eneble national) goy,



govermments to set on thet prineiple snd thereby bring national
strength into play to the full, ia the defence of unity. A sloganigzes
bogey of natisnalism may even incresse the natural difficulties of
sligning centrel plﬁﬂning with membera' needs, and thus lmpeir the
world soelalist system, : :

The Program boldly swiags sren the deora of the Tuture. anqnﬁ g
Soelnlism, & Dosumnist soolety is sntieipated. Its nature and medus
operendl are envisaged, & ssmi-prophetie passage briags a chenge of
geune, The presentation moves fyom town to countryside, from induatry
to agrieulture, *Communist anterprige” in the kolkhop socepts s esieb-
tially Warxist the prineiple of e¢conomic reward as the inpdividuel's
motivation, waicek will govern the structure sad functioning of rursl
aoeiety. Vet individusl motivetion is embedded in articulste socisl
relatione, Theme nre instituted in the life of & rursl comounity whisheo '
exiets on & meterisl leval egual to that of eities in an industrial-
ized soeclety. Az & fremework of the kolkhop' eevnomie el'fort, slate-
purchasing of the kelkhoz produes on 8 vest gcale ig Yoreseen. The
kolkhozes' “econtracted ﬂommiimmntu* for deliveries to the state are
made ga Pirrevoeable sondition® of o nlancing of state-purchase al aueh
prices &5 will raise continuously the kolkhoz members' resl incomes.

At the amme time state-purchasses zre to be planaed 8o &3 to advance
the economie plaxs of the kolkher in quesiion,

soviaet thought 16 in treasition. Chima's lead in Asia haw be-
corie & faet and has turned ©e Soviets back towarde thelr Yestera ori-
gins, The Traft urderlines democirsey, Peaceful advance, non-violent
revolution, even Terlismentsry possibllities as femsible sltercatives,
under faveurable conditions, Vet the epivitunl aﬁd moral values to which

it sfheres ocomrdit it more then ever to the ultimste aim of » aceialist



spoiety and that to the point of attaeining Communiem within the 1ife-
time of the prasent genervation,

In its 1gnaring.uf the Commundst Dreft the West bas falled its
trud@gsﬁip of the human legsey., The Soviet ?fagram heas been weighed
by it on the fpld War seslep o provagends, the only messure it recog-
mizes, Actuslly, the Yest digowned ite legasy when 1t ciaiwed a part
gf Imrepe mnd merica ns ity home, impelled by its Victorian yrujﬂdicuul
npuinst any other then market forme of eaconomic orgmnization, Yet, cspi-

talian and soclalism sre euusily of Western prigin. Socisliew in ths

Bolkhox sp 8 re-egbelcing of cocnomic srgaaization in rural towns is
remindful of Hsbert Owen's *Villagss of Unlon". The macheniszation and
chieni stry, in vhich thene were still lucking, ere to be gemerously dis-
pleyed, Also eapltael-- that chief deficlengy of the Villsges of Uiden--
is here eredibly vrovided from lavidh initisl state investments and the
gollestive earned funde of the individusl kolkbor itself. To understand
xolkhez svelslism, we should turn to the voluntary relations which
zugtain the sver more dewsuly growing network of loesl institutions
that mre born by the kolkhez. *hat catches the imsgination 1le the wenlih
and variety of eultursl, eéducetional, artistie, litersry snd sporting
intereuts which, organieslly linked with the sgricultural industries ,
ere expected to produce that atmesphers of inteneive and extensive acti-
vity with which, es in sarly soelallst thought, the new forms of exisi-
enge ere overflowing. {Owdn, inaidentallﬁ, wes the "utopien* who ranked
Ligh in the eyes of ¥arl Marx.)

Profitebility i to remain the touchstone of the buasiness aspect
? the kolkhor enterprise. *Joint enterprises” are alsc enviasged.
#he socialization of production will transcend ihe limits of indivi-

dusl ¥olibores with the developmeut of inter-kelkhoz productisn ties...

:E..;' %



Gtate-kolkhon power statianu_ 6% well ws enterprises ior the primary pro-
easuing, sltommgsge and transportation of ferm products, i‘cr variﬁua.
lypes of building, the manufaciure of buildinag agterials, &ud wo on,v m
wili be encouraged, flso "sgrarian industrial sssccieticne wilii gradu-
&lly emerge wherever Geonomienlly expedient and sgriculture will eomibi ne
organically with the industriel processing of its préduce.? Alongside of
profitability, solidarity ig the driving foree behind the cultursl ans
wellars inetitutions, whiah raise the ievel an:i.rﬁfina the hummx'-:,;ﬁali-'
Sy of existence $u nituerte unknown levels. Tta advantaoges to the gomem-
Rity st large are a frae Sif% %o the citizens and *impart to koelkhosx
Co=pperative properiy the nature of public property."

At this Junoture the Bope of replacing to-day 'z guverament ofifice:
step by step by orgeuie eatities of society itwelf appears on the heorie
"Gociulisl democranys through the setive participation of ail eitizens -~
in the organs of the state power,will gradualiy be trensformed into nTE
argens of public self-government, v

Communiam thus trenscends by far the free gupplring of ths necsus
ities ol life. It does not stop short of & sublimating of egvnomic re-
wards into & nourishing fiuld ,the course of whieli i 41 rected by the
citizens themsslves into publie shannels,

This munf Gecesserily remain an insdequate picture of the Draft
of the Soviet Commurist Program, & mosument in mun's struzgle with
Neture and his own inadequmey to approsch his stiil dim potion of perw
fection. Jur gomments were medae, Keuping in wight the proportions of a
thoughteedifiee whieh oommands the respect of all friends of menking,

Tekenall in all, sof we have before us s hesitant gisnt-gtap,
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SOVIET TGIOUOET IN TRAWGITION

"he new program of the Communlet Tarty of the Coviet Union
is without doubt the mocet fmportant event in the history of the
modern soolaliast movement wince the foundation of the Comwmuni at
Tarty, in 1919, It also belongs to general history. Last, not least, it
iy tue menifestation of & new Communist world of thought, deserving
of serutlny for its own sake, and no less for the benelit of non-Commu-
niets, who, lixe a.l mankind, find themeelves freel by a human world,
opuning up in eruptive vitality of new and renewad civilizations.

Thias 1is what conesr™ns us hare, 'or in this total situation the p
"ast, that remnant of o great tradition, has yet no artigpulate thought
to present, "o avoid all mmbiguity - what is meant here by ths Weyt
is not the power grouping of tha' name, launehed by Tinston Churehill
8t T"ulton, Wissourl, on & fateful day, but, in sharp eontrast to it, the
gultural entity dating from the Denalssance and Humanimm, 1f not from
olossieal Athens snd the Judeo-Christian inspiration merged with 1t,
Indeed, in its decline Western thought, bereft of substanoe and content,
agcepted a eloganized polarity ef vest and ast. It ended shamsfully for
the vest in the identifigation of demverasy with capltaliem,and of
progress with colonialism, ¥o wonder that the Western writers and thin-
gers lost status snd standing with the so-called underdevelcpud world,
iisereiiting in the proeess thelr legaecy of demosTacy and progreas, West
ern thought, having lost its bearings, was unable tu reast creatévely

t: the smerging continents around it and, & fortiori, to re-define

its own place in the new world, It found iteelf ewmptied and reduced to

propounding business maxime end abstract prineiples. Yor many reasonm



doghments of the “oviet world have made us sxpest a similarly re-
petitive indoetrinatien, But reading the Draft brings the surprise

of & wenlth of original thinking. There are, of course, lagunae.

Tne beginning, which deals with advanced capitalist lande gould have
been written 47 yesrs ago. It is emphetically {napplicable to the
UeTutae or Conada, where the workers can hardly be sald to show "a
sharpening of their elass struggles.” Still, ss we said, nothing gould
be less in tune with the dooument as & whols, than the indulging in
snachronistic phraseolegy.

Two massive historie developments, one internal, the other ex-
ternsl, forced the Nraft into beings the extent of the materisl suecess
Jf the “oviets in terms of o sosialist economy, and thoseé reaent
changes in the total situation of manikind, The soviet egonomy looms
like a triumphal areh over the horizem of the mid-twentieth century.
ltowever, ior the second half of that century, it opens upoen a landscaps
which, in terms of politieal theory is alien to the traditions of
the Communist Party-- Chins, Cubae and the Conge, whieh in their tum
dominate the § ssuss of the continente of Asis, Latin America and Al riea.

mhe document's Bilence on China, Cuba and the ronge was not
intended to remove problems from the picture. China's sarilli promise
5f & spoialist heaven beyond universal nuolear death implies & strange
eschato logy, foereign to that of the coviets. 7ut 8o 1s apparently alse
the rthinese idesl of pelf-suffieient sommunes. ruba'e Trevolutiensary
career would not eonfirm any rigid doetrine of industrial working-class
leadership, se it was dietilled from the experience of Tususiam, whose
oasant masses wore to all epyearances inoapable of the sustained effoxt
of revolution. Vany horizons are evoked in the new perspectiws, ob-

viously smch more positive on Cuba than on Chinm. In most of the Congo



anﬁ Afriea‘'s sub-pessant socleties, the validity of an essentially
‘uropean cless-anslysis ie atill to be teated, but thers can be no doubt
on this: creative socilmlist thought 1s ereeting the colonial lesue in-
to the axis of the future,

Howaver, domestlo sconomic concerns slse entered into some of
thie new thinking., The preponderance in the ILraft of the kolkhoz i:zsue
ssrang from the no longer denied bottlensek of food supplies for the
rapidly rising domeatie demand. After thirty years of 2 merely teeciinoleo-
sieal and organizational treatment of the sgricultural lesus, & visien
of tha most daring ruralism and an upgrading of pesasnt prestige is
now teing put rerward. The new look may well be drawing on the anabaris
3f Va0 's whghhe ighth Route Army of Chinese peasants, and the legendary
victory of Castro's peasant militia over the Cuban merecnaries of the
imerican sugar interests, Forld history has sponsored the feats of -
the Tar saste n and Caribuean pessantry, which by the seoret paths of
glory inifiltrated the heavy-industry-based forts eof & traditionally
urban "oviet ideeclogy, carrying it aleng far beyond Lenin's amytchka,
Answers to the kolkhox future are sought no longer in technblogy
alone, but rather in stupendous govermmental investments whioh are
simed at ereanting m rural sccisty, not any more based on & conespt of
peasant life, concelving instead of a distinotive rural culture on
s material level aqualiing that of medern urban eivilization,

The Program draws its nourishment from s rish intellectuasl fund.
This openness of mind expands beyond the boundaries of Russia in spsse,
and beyond the (resent, i{n time. Thers is no avoidance of philssophisal
argument, where the theme requires it. Zoconumie organization end the
property system mfmtenhaidmemaundnofngosmenbdesy are not any more the

pole criteria of Soclialism and of Communiasmj; the role of the atate



and of elagwes in soolial development, sven inoluding the working-
claxs itself; the meaning of lelsures and of work, Criteria of progress
ere not evaded, and apiritusl values, alongeside of materisl onew, are
ne longer denied their place., Hanee the human meaning and weight uf
social relationships as &gatnst mere technology is stressed, so that
advence towards sovelalfsm may de msasurable in human terms. “ow other-
wige could we gauge whether we were nearing our ideal ends or ratner
reeeding from them?

This adds up to o re.definition of socialism beyond mure property
terns, ga 2 quality of life, where the eeonomy ia embedied in non-
econorde soeial relationa, Material hNeeds and their aztiafaetion - the
teehnology of produetion -« are merely mocessory to a tdssus ot soslety,
8 web of social relations, whieh inheres in lives lived urder humane
conditions, Figures and faots are bY no means ignored, .ather, higher
forme of 1life aure shown to be &ttainable only by transeending the 1limits-
tions set by the mensurable facts.,

Toees this mean that Narxis:t polities is now allowipgg for philome-
rhicel concerne touehing om society amd the polity , end even on thae
realm of personal life, as the exiatentialist would put 1t? Sueh [
decpening and widening of sosialism is reflected under the heading
"Herality standards.” The ideal of the soclalist as a pereon is not
missed on the map. The need for Propositions and arguments of this kind
ls certainly called for, onee the notion of a "world soclalist system”
movea inte the aenter, Thie is indeed the dominant 1anovation., It iw
juatly demeribed as *a new egoncmic and politieal relationship of
countries.” It {s much more than a friendly ecommunity of the Communist
cemp, or even of Communist parties. Countries, not partises are its

members. Tt {8 a novelty, presumably memnt to adjust to the Chinese



cononidrum, for it may be more femslble to co-cperate with diascordant
countries than with sectarian parties.

A theery of revolutions as well as one of the remaining capltalisl
mymtam sector are found ipserted in the Program. The Cuban revelution
was unorthodox, both as to its bearers and methods, “Revolutiona are nJ‘
made Lo order.” %u ¢clalm to Comminiat leadership 1s malntained. iven ’ﬂ
leus 1 tnere inslstence om violenee, on clvil war., The perspective of
tiie world soeclalist syetem does not sxelude the presence of & cnpitnlé;t
ares outaide of 1t, Co-existence Tremaine mll the more a walid prineipla,
It snawaera the sruelal question; Hoew should pence be malntained all daes
thirough & transformation which may eomprise most of osankind?

Teople's Jemocracies are unquestioningly listed witn these positiw
regions of sccimlist achievement:; the Soviet Union and China, Yuﬁ.lplr:b
from "pland, the people's demovcracies, in epite 91 their esconomic
aciii evemente, are politiosl doubtfuls. Fone of them poesewsses & govern-
mant prirarily resvonsive to the nevde of nationel life, This iiéuat to
discount the objective rise of the economle and cultursl standardsd
of the worging people, but to underline the unresolved esondition of
state gnd party. The all-out attacksof the Iralft agalnet aggtianallau'
gnd "vugoslav revisionlsm® were not, of course, intended in any way
to justify the Tungarisn mots of Stalinlem, whieh, ia their coneequen-
ces wenkensd over a long time the internaticnal position of apelalium.

A world socialiet aystem and its postulats of “unity* doea not in itself
resolve the vital issue of independence, which is recognized as an impe-
retive requirement of sceimlist developmeat,

Unity and {ndependence are in no way incompatible, Fut unles: a sustains
gf“art ip made and institutions are set up for mutual adj.stment, they =

must clash. "he prineiple of internaticaalism ia no substitute for a

machinery, whieh would enable nntinnailigt



sovernments to &et on that prineiple and thereby bring national
sirength ints play to the full, in the defence of unity. A sloganized
bogey of nationaliem may even inoresse the natural difficulties eof
aligning central planning with members' needs, and thue impair the
world soelallist systenm,

The “rogram boldly swinge open the doors of the future. Eeyond
"oclelism, a Communist soociety ia sntieipeted, Ite nature and modus
apersndi are enviaaged. A semi-prophetioc pmsasage bvringe & change of
gcene, The presentation moves from town te countryside, from industiry
to agriculture, "Comruniast enterprise” in the xolkhoz mccepts &8 edsene
tislly Yarsist the prineiple of egonomic Teward as the individusl's
motivation, which will govern the structure and funetioning of rural
society, Vet individual motivation is embedded in articulate social
relatisna, Thewe &re inetituted in the life of a rural community whieho
exiuts on a mate:inl level egual to that of eities in sn industriel-
ized soclety, As n framework of the kolkhog*® eeonomic effort, utate-
surchasing of the kolkhosz produge on m vast gcale ia foressen, The
¥olkhozes' "contracted comultments™ for deliveries to the atate are
made an "irrevoeable conditiom" of a planning of state-purchase at sush
prices as will raise contimuously the kolkhoz memberm' real inoomes.

At the game time state-purchases are to be planned 80 as to advance
the economic plans of the kolkherz in cuestion.

Joviet thougnt is in transition. China's lead in Asia has be-
come n faet and has turned tie Soviets back towards their Yesterm ori-
gina, T™he Traft urderlines Aemocraey, pPeaceful advance, non-violent
revolution, aven “arliamentary poseibllities as feasible nlternatives,
under favourable conditions, Vet the epiritusl snd moral wvalues to whieh

it al-eres commit it more than ever to the ultimate aim of o sooialist



woriaty and that to the point of atlaining romeuniem within the life=-
zime of the present genersation,

Tn its ignoring of the Communist Draft the West has failed ita
Lyusesship of the himan legaey. The Soviet Program haw been weighed
by it on the rold Tar scales of propaganda, the only mesvure it resog-
nizes. Actumlly, the West disowned its legasy when it claimed a part
of “urops and imerica as its home, impelled by its Victorian prej.dices
agninst any other than market forms of eaonomioc organization. Yet, capi-

taliem and soelalism are egually of Weatern origin. Socialiem in the

k0lkhoz us B re-swbei-ing of economie arganization in rural towns ie
vomindful of hobert Twan's "Villages of Uaion". The mechaniszation and
chexistry, in whioh thuse were still 1nckjng,ur| to te generocusly 4ise
slayed. Alwo capital-- that chief deficlency of the Villages of U.ion-=
15 here credibly provided from lavigh initisl state investments and the
collective earned furds of the individual kolkhoz itself. To underatand
kolkhoz socialism, we should turn to the voluntary relations walch
austain the ever more densely growing network of loeel institations
that are born by the kolkhez, What cstches the imagination is the wonlh
and variety of oultursl, sducational, artistic, literary mnd sporting
tvterests which, organisally linked with the agrieultural 1ndustries ,
sre expeoted to produge that stmosphere of intensive and extensl ve acti-
vity vith which, a8 in early socialiet thought, the new forms of exlei-
enoe ere overflowing, (Owen, ineidentslly, wes the “utoplan® who ranked
Ligh in the eyes of Karl ¥arx.)

rrofitability is to remain the touchetone of the business aspect
of the kolkhor enterprise, *Jeint enterprises” are sles envisaged.
wrpe soedaldzation of production will transcend the limits of indivi-

4.1 Yslikhozes with the development of inter-kolkhoz production tiae...
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Stute-kolkhoz jower stationa as well as enterprises ior the primary pro-
cossing, stonmmgege end transportation of farm produets, for variocus
types ol buildiag, tie manufacture of building materisls, and o on," mt
wil.i be encoursged., Alwo "agrarisn industrial assccliations will gradu-
@iy vneTge wherever economicslly expedient and agrioulture will combine
¢rganionaily with the industriml prbcessing of its préduce. * Alongelde of
profitebility, solidarity im the driving foroe behind the cultural and
weliare institutions, which relse the level and refine the human yuall -
1y of exiutence t. nitharto unknown levels. It advantages to the coman-
ity ut large are a free gift to the coitizens and “impaurt to kolkhosz
Coupuralive property the nature of publie propersy."

7t this Jjuneturv the hope of replacing to=day'e government offices
wley Ly atep by organis eontities of woclety itself ayeara on the rorize
"Seciuliel democraey, through the active partioipation of all citizens
in the organs of the state power.wil: gradually be transformed into -u'..
organg of publie self-government,™

Fommuni sm thus tranecends by far the free uupglying'ui the nncnui-jﬁ
ities of 1life., It does not stop short of a asublimating 27 economic re-
#ards into a nourishing fluid,the course of whieh ia directed by the -
citizens themselves into publie shannels.

This muest necesusarily remain an insdeguate pleture of the Draft
0f tie Goviet Dommuriet Program, a monument in man's strugzle with
¥uture snd his own inadequasy to approach his still dim notion of per-
fection, Jur oomments wers made, kevping in sight the properticas of a
thought-edifiees whieh commands the respect of all friends of mankind,

Tokenal !l in all, aed we have before us a hesitant giant-step.
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