B

The Straregy of World Crder. Y¥ulume
1: Toward a Theory of War Prevention,
194 papes; Yelume 2: International Law,
W2 pages: Volume 3 The United Na-
ifors, Hdi papes; Volume 4 Disarmao-
meat ead Ecosontic Development, 672
pages; edited by Richard A Falk and
Santd Ff. Mendloviez (MNew York: World
Law Fund, 1966), sct of four wolumes
514,00,

Morocee, O Land, New Nation, by
Mark I. Cohen and Lorna Hahn (Mew
York: Frederick A. Pracger, 1266), 309
papes, $6.50.

African Books News Lenter, Volume

0 [, Mo, 1, a monthly recond of the recent

books published in English throughout
Africa on different subjects (K. K. Roy
tid., 55 Ciariahat Read, 1. 0. Box
10210, Calcuita-19),

The Human Achievement, a secondary
sehool ext, by Michae! B, Petravich,
Philip Curtin, ¢f al. (Morristown, MNMow
Tersey: Sibver Burdett Company, 19663,
403 papes, no price given.

Trade and Cowpflict in Angofa: The
Mhundy and ftheir Neiphborz under the
Influcnce of the Portagmese, [483-f 7906,
by Dovigd Rirptinghem {New Yorlk: Ox-
ford University Press, 19667, 178 pages,
5600

aficiney  and  the Sheve Trade, oy
Kiarl  Polanpi, 1 colaboration  with
Abfrafiam Sotsiefn {3eattle:  Universiny
uf Washington Press, 1966), 204 pagrs,

wE e ele 2
fiimensions of Euxd Africon el e,
by Charles M. Good, Jr. (Michigan
State University: African 3wdies Cen-
ter), 126 pages, $1.50, paperbound.

L'Anrée Politique A fricoine 1965, by
Prerre Biarnés, Philippe hecroene, and
Philippe  Flerreman  {Dakar:  Société
Africcine d'Edition, B.P. 1877), 36
pages, CFAF 2,500, paper.

Africa Is Feople, edited by Barborg
Moler (Mew York: E.P. Cuiton & Co.,
Inc., 12467), 270 nages, $6.95.

Africa Since FEOG, by Heland Gliver
and Anthony AdAreare {(Mew York: Cam-
bridge  iToiversily Press, 1947). 304
pages, $4.95 cloth, §1.95 paper.

Brivish Rule in Kenpa 851972 The
Establichment of Administraiion in the
Emvt Africe Protectoorate [New York:
Oxford University Press, 1966}, 329
pages, $H.A0.

The Coment and Form of Yorube
ifafe, by S.4. Babalgla [New York: Ox-
iord University Press, 1967), 395 pages,
F10.20 ;

Malaria in Africa, by Micheel Coi-
bovirne {Mew York: Oxford University
Press, 1967), 115 pages, $1.05, paper.

AFRMCA REFORT, MAT 1967

L —

THIS MONTH'S CONTRIBUTDRS

Runsell Warren Flowe wan the Afrlen correspondent fur The Woshinpean Foat frobl 193X o
1465 el En m fremuent contribelor fo Ameriean nmid Heftlsh journal. He fa the nather of
Flagk Africn, & bwaoenlume hislocy published thia menth by Walker and Compeny [Mew York),
ITe served in Tome Be apeein] coussel bo Sylvanea Olympdo i 1980, ond heg pevisited  Towo
frequently cinee the beginning of mililary role, mask wecently o April 15T

Ellictt 7, Muniltan [« the manager for Alricen development io the Communicativhs Srbellite
Corparation, Woshirglon, DO, Previcwsdy he wae asdstant atation menager for Project Relay
In Migerin nnd pezocinls station maooger for Project Syneom in Snoth Africa,

i i ; Frechor i tllen
Marver Glichnan i an naneiote profeesor of Pulltical _Sc:lt'nﬂ:‘:ml Directar of Africon Sl
nt Ilowerford Golbesw. He i1 olse co-diceior (wlth Richard Stevess) of A new Lincoln Tnd-
vernityelInverfurd ol In Afvienn Civilizobivn, soprerted by o grast from the Rockefeller
Famibdatinm.

Immanoel Wallerelein, an wesslnts penfeoner of swwivlomy ot Oolambin Univercilr, 18 tha nuathie
of Africa: The Folitics of fadependoire (Mew Seck: Wandoos Howmne, 18614, The Rood to Tade
newdegee: Fhena pnd e fipey Cwmdat [ The Iloguoe; Muouten awd Compoany, LE81F, and Africo:
Tha Eoltiny nf Meilty (New York; Haosdom TToose, 1067).

M. Cruwlord Young, aochor of Fwilics a Lhe Corpe: Decoloricalira obd Independonos (Prines

txn Universily Fress, 19651, is Choirman ol Lhe ATlan F_t1|v|‘|.iv|:.'= l’rl._u;mm At the Un:ivcl:uit}' IE-f
Wineansin, I 1H4-60 he wos o viniting prolmsor of Afvican Studies al Makoroee Univemibr
Cadlegn, Uganda,

ATi A, Mozrui is 2 professor of Folitien] Seience wod Desn of the Taevlky of Gecisl dclenecs st
Malerere  mivernity Cullege, Undversity of Enst Alrice. He was Visiting Prefessov st the
ITniversitr of Chicoyge in IU66E Ahd Hessareh Arsneinte ol the Hatvsrd Center for Inbernativiwl
Adisdrs in 1MGG-G0, and hes wlao been Chairmon af the Cwrnegle Endgwment  Inatilule in
Trlplemacy, Three hinks by Dee Mogend have besm publishael in 10671 Peaerdy @ _'PJI:I'I Mrﬁm‘iﬁl‘ﬂ
Unlverelty of Chirrgn rnd Weidenfold % Wicclsani, The Anghedfrian  Cemmonwesdlh
{ Perpammct 1, and Gn Neroes and aure-Woership (Longmans].

I. Gun Lichenaw is Winiting IMriofessor of Pobtieal Seienee nb Univecsily College, T ea Snlaam, .

for the 19T aendemic yeor, niter which lie will veturn io hi= dutlics os Chaliiman of the
Afrlean Blaudles Pragreams at Tndinna Toiversily. He spent 19840-6G1 in Liberin nnd Sistrd Leona
un u Fncully research grant fmm the Secinl Science Hesearch Couned] and 35 the outhor of the
chapters on Tibwdn In Afrisan oe-Parky Sletes, cod. Gwendolen Capter {Onenell niversity
Drems, 1882); Paldidenl Portice aed Netiooal Inbepralivn in Droplend dfeice, ed. James 5. Cole-
moo and Unck (3 Haslwrg {Dnleemadty of Califommise Press, LAGdb: ond Politiza e Africa: ¥
Lgpea, of. Gwendolen Carcler snd Alan F. Waatln {Flarrport, Broce, and World, 1HG),

Genrge Jemkims in an ossiskoot professor of Politleal Beienca st the Uoiversity of Wisrnnain-
Milwaakee; he will te o Finiting oocistand professer sl JOUTA In 10RT-10GR. 1l is eoeedilor nf
African Trban Wetoa nnd co-sother of a fortncoming biogsaphy of Alhadi Adegoke Adclabu.

The Mews-in-Brlel woperiing teom for thie iscue included Dpvid Hhoasd, Oken Idem, Omer
Grine, aml fraocses Aichardaon. °

FHOTO CREDMS: p. %, World Heok, pames 4, 1l wnd 10, Tegue=Dresse, couciesy of  Afrigoe
Neswclie; p. 12, Wide Warld: g 14, NABA! p, 17, Stueet 0 Tloetn/Seatile Fuosi-Intelligenser.
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POLITICAL PROTEST
IN THE CONGO

The Parti Seolidaire Africein During the Struggle for
Independence

By HCRBERT WEISS
Drowing upon pemsonal obsorvations se well s official documents, BMr. Weiss
describes the growih of political parlies in (e Conpo, presents the first detailed
history of the PSA, discusses the evaiution of anti-colonial protest in the Kwangi-
Kwile ares of the Cuseo, and concindes with the relation of the PSA o ant-
colonial protest. in other paris of Africa, 2% pages. Muaps, 1850

CONGO 1965

Political Docunients of a Developing Nation
Compiled by i. GERARD-LIBOIS wnd ¥, YERHAEGEN

This sevenlh volume in the annval series of Congoicse doecuments consisis of offi-
cial statements snd memoranda, proceedings of conferenees, persomal amd official
-letters, excerpts from speeches, and parly programs and platforms. The documents
e o the original French with an English imtnmdvction by Herbert Wciss.

530 pager. §12.50

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS

t.ﬂﬁﬁ*ﬁ#%@ﬂﬁ TSN ﬂﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬂ#ﬁﬁﬂﬁ;

55

e




b e e e
| Fo. e NS

oty Rt o L e S S Tl : PN L I L R T | it . I -
h SORETER S S A SR, et x e A B B

REVIEWS 595

¥ art. Pavasyl, Dahsmey and the Slere Toade, dn Analysis of en Archaie Econonyy. (Scattle
i and London; Univessite of Washington Pross, 1967, Pposxiv | 204, 408,

It is unfauir o 1he late Frof Polanvi®s reputation and memory that this book should
haaye Leen pubilished in drs preseul. fwm. As a posthumeons work, though prepared fea -
the press by Abraham Rotdein, its uafinished character i 2l oo clear, Polanyt's ir-
tention was to study the cominercial policy of Dabomey in the cighternih century 2s
a further example of the concepts and ideas aboue pre-mavket seonormies which he and
his collaborators fivst sed el ine T rade and Markais e Barly Bipire (19575 TIe is there-
fore principally conceensd with Ouidab as a “port of racle”, and witl the way in
which economie processes were ernbedded b the Iastitations and cultun: of Dahomey
and iis neighbours [rom the Tast quacter of the seventesnth century w the French
Revolution. : ;

'

et

5,

| The book s not, however, the product ol wew researci, lpicbased irs codsmsced
e nasEuw-range ob well T e L Pen T, A secondary awthoritics, 7 "his in
b=t ftsell iz legienmate, and il eoald hass: been a usefol sumneary fur stncents; bot (s valoe
' as synthesis srid 115 contribution w theory are both viliaied by the shipshod way in
which these authorities are used, Tu this respect, there is a vast difference between the
seezeianal rainor error (thal ods its way inmo all scholarly work and the degree of con-
fusiom that apperrs in this one. Chronelogy Is exoremely imprecise throughows, Al
this fault iz compounded by rhe refevences which give naly the authar's name amnd the
: date of publication, Thus Polanyi gives the hnpressien that Hosman's data aly to

the early nincteenth ceatury, and thar Bazhotwrote aboul Guinea as it was in 135,
; More serions siill, it appears thal Polanyi did not have fime to master the socondary
literature. Neither the bibliography northe conlenl shows any evidenee that he [l
lowed recent historical writing about West ANica. There is nothing, for cxample, from
the Foursal of Airican History, the Jonsnal of the Histarical Susiety of Nigerie, ve the Lrens-
wetions of the Histurizel Socicts of Ghang. He discussus che rise of the seventeenth-cenlury
slave trasde in the “gap of Beoin® without a single mearion of Alwanw, evea though
f Tvor Wiils's ploncering article appeared in 1n37. Other statemendts are simply wn-
Fid) accountable—lat Endré 517 propaganda history of Africa could pesiihly give “ihe
Afilcars’ point of wizw™™ . ix), or that African Negroes were not found in Bahia until

titts (p. 18], a date by which at least 400,000 slaves had byraesse drnported inte Brazil,
| One of the cliel virtues of Trades wed Mockats was its conlribution 1o comparative
! history, bul in (his work even a cnmparative viev of the West African coast s roissdng
= Oceasival comparisons ave ads, but oo aflen they merely recall the ignorant plati-
tudes of carly Huropea: weiting about Afvica. At one peinl, for example, a gencralizi-
! Lion abonr “the nalive mind® is consiructed on the sole evidenze of a mid-nincteenth-
century exenple from the Bilma oasis in the Sabara and a filieenth-contary releienes
v the Mauridanion const Sppe 14501
Beaders in scareh of Polanyis real contribnitian to cconemic history shounld return
to his earlior work, Thise who wish to understand Dalismey can lock to the anthorities
on which 1his woek was based. Yoven the discussion o the “ounce trade™, a poini on
' which Polany! suught to say something new ahout West Afiean varrendics, his heen

corrected Ly Marion Jolhnson's recent article in the Jowna! of African Hivlon {1056).
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PELANYL, Karl wnd Abraham Hotstein,  Dahemey and fhe Sl Trade;  fihe choive of theme, the lick of bibliveraphy 1o supplement e
an Analysis of an Archaie Eeonomy, Lniversity - of Washingan, readings, and the omission of Thailand makes s hoask lesz than
196, 20p mup bibl #65-17569, .50 . wseil for schotars, praduate seudents, or libe ries, Mo doubt there wi]|
A sk sludy af the coonumy oF an African stale by a noted economic | e imprevements uver Bastin's pioneer effors by other inierested
histarian. Diahomey wis ene of the most Faniows and mosi suecessful nortit heast Astan schobars,
ol the Wesl Arrican sfave Lrodang states in the 181k and [9th centurics. i
Ihe authors inclede historical hackg:ound onthe wmy and slave raids, RODARD, Lucicn. The Quicksand War: Prelude 1o Vielnam, tr. with
description an analysis of markets, land rights, kinghip privileges and inira. by I'. 0°Brizn. Lite, Brown, 1967, 3723p map (Aflantic
ohligations, wnd ether social and eceninic patierns, The final chaplers, Monthly Press Bock) G7-11216, T.9% :
CFictitions. Furcpean Monoy in the Slive Trade™ and “Archaic A condensed translution of twn valumes ofiginally puhlished in Paris
Eeanemic Instituteons,” compare data [iom olher ks ol West Africa by & susaned Frengh fureign correspondent on the first phuse of Lhe
andd are of maie general historical and teorelical interest. Five MRS French-Tndochinese War. Bodard ireats events, larpely it cyew iy
index.  Reeummended loe libraries building gencral West Ai'ri}:/ fashive, frem the culbreak ol the conllict in 1946 1o Lhe HF"PCi—lmncf afl
willections, L
; which he constders the terning poing of the wag,  He mrteays the
SML TS, dan Christizan,  Sdections from {he Sinis Papers, e, by  vicnssitides al the Frengh Espeditionary Force, 1lc mistakes of French
W. K. Hancock and Jean tan der ["ool, Cambridge, 1966, 4 ﬂ::{lnmfﬂ and military policy, und the syualar and cortuption of wartime
il &4-21586. r.1.2.3. 1250 eas e.d, 100 - Viet-Nam_ I i mot a prelly pioture, As paod repartage, this book adds
Conlenls: — vl June 886 May 12, v 20 June 1902 Mey 19100 4 5 ~same colua lul dewiils 1o bul cannot take the place af Lhe maore il ylical
Jume [9L0-November 1918 v 4 Navember [691% Angust 1919, One  histerical siudies of the war by seholurs like Dewillers, iall, Hamrner,
thausarnl decuments vovering ncarly 2,300 pages ive 41 length male-  Lancasizr, dnd CO7Hullance.
ril in the Smuts Papers on which Hancock bused the first volume of
hiz bevgsaphy. Swruns. whe Sunguine Years I870-700G (L462).  The AUTTINGER, Toseph. ¥ietnuwm: A Droagon L aiiiod. Pracger,
edilurs, distinguished histurians, have given sulfcient information Lo 1967, 2v gvap bibl SG-136%2. TN.S0 sl
wuke this eollection iniclizible and readuble, e dacuiments are  Comlents: v | Erom Cedomialisst 0 the Fictriedt, v, 2 Figimam
pidced in chronulogicsd ander and divided mmio “Tarts™: 0, The Stodent e Mour, 11 muay well bie that the definitive histary al Viet-bam iz il Lo
Yeuri; . Encey into Palilics; [, The Auglu-Baer War, I¥, Vereeniging, b writlen, but this (wo-volume editjon covering 1w perisd from ap.
¥. Memowrs of the Boer War, (in Volume 1 VI, Duleal end Recuvery:  praximately 1900 15 the fall of the Ther povernment in | 9635 deserves o
¥IT, Bell-Ciovcinment Achicved: ¥1IT, Making the Usian, tin ¥Yolume  bein cverr librury. It isa scholars delight. Lack chaprer 15 extensively
1IN The Voniee Under Steaing X, The African Compaigns; X1 The annetated, with fooineies at Lhe end af the individual valumes which do
War in Lurope. (in Yolume [H); X1, Peace Making, Biographical  notinterfere with the reader's enjoyment ol the suthor's aorcalive style,
Metes, wne Indices. (in Woluwne 1Y) Thoe are docwments on Smuts” . Leke Hedtingec's earlier voline The Smalfer Lrragor (1958} wehich covers
personal and inrcllectual development 53 well as-an policwmaking the  the hislary of ¥iet-Mum up Lo ihe period of the Freich congquest, the
enllertivn makes vigar his inlellectuai sseendancy over, and iseddlion emphasis in his pressar work s on political history broadly conceived,
Troun, Lis contemporaries in Soulth Adrican polities, and the hases of While the author's favielvement with his suhjeet i obvicus and his
his niposition to the Versailles peuce sctilvment. These valumes could prejudices apainst the French apparent, these should add 1o the entices
be used for senior papers und theses on “Holism,”' the goming of the  ment of the sdiserning reader. More than one-third of the length of
Angle-Foer War, the making of Lnion, and Yerssilles. Docomenls  these valumes is devaled to notes, uppendices, an index, and 3 bibli-
ariginally in [Pulch o Aleikasn are preen as weilten and in translalipn. cerdply. L he appendives cuntaining biperanhice ol gl dina Eree
r_‘ # bt simies re wadikely 1o veshjRrseded; Moy GODEMETE aftdue Bllicials in Viel-Mam, = cheenalogical list of palitical factics, » very ex-

b 1o be puhlished afler the second volume of biography is completed, icnstve indes, bl addition to mafy extra Teferences haled in rhe nules,
- M he this work an indispensable refercnce wal, In wiew af the price,

| ene could have wished Far swre dlusirative materinds, paenicularly
y Maps. sinee those on the <id papers do not sullice, but these wolumes

Asia and Dceania uec eadsily warth the price aF any half dozen jreniealistic accounts

AKITA, Genrge,  Foundations of Constitutions Government jn Modern  3oA MNON, Michael, The Lond Boomers. Cumbridge, 1947, 7 i
Tupan. 1368 1900, Harvand, 1967, 202p  bibl  iHarard East fab bibl 6T-10259. 13.50
Asian Meries, X117 65-13815. 8,50 A careful, sparciv wrillen wocount of the develiprnental craze chan orer-
A pemgtrating and detailed analysis of Meiii consLitutional develop- W0k Ausiralian specilalors in Vicloria in the 1820's and of the callapse
meats from the oligarchy's standpoinl. A wselul coamplemen: 1o Thal tallowed. Cannm el the story in seme dutail, much af it colurful
- Ecalapinog’s dhewacrac and the Purlp A overen i Prevar Sapen {19535 and mast of i rew, and he lerns his aeeount apan personalities rather
| seen fran the vicwprint of the propoments af parliamentary poyern-  than updn avalysis. Unhappily, the buk i= succinet but pocrly writlen,
- ment, Akila (Hawaii) reiuees the zantencion thal jhe Meiji. oliparchs &nd E-Hﬂ'jﬁﬂ rmakes litte effort o show =hc rcader wny the refatively
- were “absalulists™; they e Tenlightned eliusts” committed o gon-  ADevure finasgiers with whom he deals s importane o amy larger con-
sillutional government e wse iU would sirengthen lapan and alse WAL Ava case sludy of a land hnnr.n or all several Viclorian seandls,
induve acceptanue by the Wesl. The Mriji constitution was not foeml  the buwic 15 cxellent; as an analym.s of lute 1TWb-conluery Austeslian
Lpen the oligaacls by peblic opinion; they dveepled pawer-sharing ang  SCONAMNC, 11 5 duﬁcr:n_t. Avcordingly, uh.hc:ugh_ the book can be
were willing compromisers. I cmerges s the  mast eniightcavd ?“i"_‘"lm‘_ﬂdc"]“? anyone interesled in Austealia, in finanval mstory_ or
AR them, ot even ¥amdpata, a staunch opponent of parhiamcniney W Vietarive polilics. it is peripheral to all byl Lhe largest vueilections,
ETveInment. i8 seer a5 18 heeefuctor. A very scholarly, thormughly
maurched wark, Ferhups 3 riile oo s¥mpathet:c tn the aligarchs by f{LlI-‘I-‘ﬂR[}. Micholay B. Hetreal from China: British Policy i the Far
the author eareinlly aocumenis every stalvment, excigises sound aned Fast, 1%37-1%4]1. University of Washingfon, 1967, 212p  hibl
objeclive judpments, and ressons and  weiles clearly and logically, 6T- 12305, .50
EBssential for umderstanding aadern Japancse political developments. Diplematic islation and rapidly waning power charocterzcd Great
Extensive notes, glussary, hilliography af Tapanese and Western works, - | Britwin's position in Busl Asia in the years immedistely preceeding
ndzx, : ; World War [T, The large British commerciai stake in < hina, concen-
trsted in Lhe so-called ireaty poris like Shanghai, was in creasingly
EASTIMN, Fobm, cd. The FEmergence of Modem Sontheast Asis: 1811- | jeonardized by Japaw's war against Ching which fired mic FAJOT COT-
57, Preatice-Hall, 1967, 179p A7-j4838, 405 Mict n 1#37. Lrecpite ail British efores, the U5, refused i joian in @
- Bastin hus given us the first hook of readings {ducuments, arlecles, and | consistent policy of apposilion to Jipanese capansionism. And Briluin
| Bcerpls [rom monopraphs) devisted to Sowtheast Asig,  The frame | imthe 1930's did noc have the military of neval resources in the Ear Sast
. ¥ reference, however, is narow: Southesst Asiz under inpenalism. | for independent action, Clifford hag provided the fiest full-dress ireat-
- The terminal dade {1953) coincides with Mordeka (indcpendence} im | lnent of this Brivsh problem in his fige monngraphic siudy. His e
Malaya, Ilc might have chosen another date (963, for instance. when | search in British and Americen sources is meticulows and unoblrusive;
! Mulaysia was joined by Sarawak, Subsh, and Singapeasc, in any event,  |his sevle felicitous, College libraries will want 1his book.
5 Tl _‘——-'—-._\___ 2
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larpe muanbers af Chivese Communist tramed Vietminh troops in 1950, -
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in economic history, it i & contiibution to svcial history as well. Thero
emarges 1 woll-rounded picture of life in sixteenth-century Scville, which wus
then the flourishing cooporiim of New Warld trade, and the political snd
social life of the Cenoese iz also graphically depicted.

Jors Leney Pueran, University of Wisconsgin

Dabwmmey and the Slace Trade: An Analysts of en Areheic Economy. Dy Earl
| i Folanyi in collabmation with Abralion Botstein, Foreward by Paul Bohon-
- nan Featile: University of Washington Ticos, 1060, Pp xmavi, 204, 0,00 1

Karl Polinyi enjoyed a singular place emong cconomic hislorians, and his
: reputation iz ]ﬂiel}’ to romadn Scourc whatover the final judgm&nt on this
i postbumonsly published work, Paul Bolannas, with pardenatle enthusiasm
_ ! for an adudralile eld scholar and teacher, tells us that Polanyd exeonted this
i Stlld}" with cuslomary thoroughness, but this opinion is open 1o gueslion,
: ! : There are sericus omissions from a rather thin bibliegeaphy, and the heavy
relivnce on Herskovils exacts 4 price. The extent to which Pelanyi goes heyond
the excellent chapters eoulriliuted by Rusemary Amold to Trade ond Mearket
in the Early Empires; Teonomics tn Hisiory wmd Theory s questionable. The
wolioct of “statc,” which iz so hnpectant for the thosis, is by no mesns clear.
Notwithstanding inportant and wseful features and some cxbraordinary in-
. siphts, Dehomey and the Sloee Trade is o long way from Polanyi’s best work,
! The most impressive part of the book deals with the functions of moucy In
; a mpnmarket economny anil the intricacies of trede between peoples with and
: i without fully menetized sconomnics. Ou these problems, which are of majar
importance fo economic anthwopology, Polanyi has much more to offer than a
brief review could explore, and Tor this reason alone the book will lung be a
standard souree, Tolanyd's discussions of reeiprocily ared TwescholDing, i o
longer so slriking, will ropay close reading. As in his earlicr work, he chides
economic hislorians for their appavent inability to see any econonie relalions
: other than those which can be reduced Lo [.‘-Nt.‘ll&TlEl’;‘l rilutions and for their tn-
| wi”ingﬁv% to realize that teade, money, and murkets can arise and generally
have avisen independent of ene suolher. Polanyi, as woal, i crisp and en.
Lghtening on nnnuaket eeGriomies, and in this !:u:unL he has the nprmtun by

to probe more desply than he had in ks synthetic essays.

For Tolaayi state-building js a sccuiar foree within the econamiz organiza-
tion end is not derivative [ome L "Fhiere would be notlieg to :_lud,ru,l ot
here, and indecd the proposition is far less eriginal than the tone of the discns-
ginn supests, thid he not insist that his vicwpoint refutes the Marsian theory
of stute formation, Tt may relute valgar-Margisn am] coonomic determinism,
nefther of whicl has enough Ieft to require further eriticisin, but it prosents no
special diflicultizs for the Mavsfan theory of the state or of historieal process
In pensral, the sleangest parts of his anolyss, in coctradistinction Lo his
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polemical thrusts and to Dohamman's Jemomstrubly fulse assection that he
Focused on exchanze rather than production, vest squarely on his deseriptions
of and implicit assumptions eonceming the prodoctive PIUE\?SS—F!‘L‘L‘:{HI'EI}F
where, from a Marxian poirt of wiew, finy sught o vest ! :

EvcedE D, Gerovese, Sie Grorge Williame University

The Combridge Economiec Histary of Ewrepe, Vol, I: The Agrarian Life of the
Aiefelle Ages; Zd-edition. Tdited Iy Mo AL Paston. Now Yerks Camloidgs
University Press, 1066, Pp. xvi, 871, $14.00.

A gquacter of a century after its pullicalion Inoupurated the ambilious and
stilt only half completed Cambridze Econwmic Iistory of Eurape sedes, the
first volume has been reissued in a partly reprinted, parfly mevised, and purtly
vewritten Forn, Tlis new cdition of Volwae 1, dealing wilh apracian lfe, along
with Y¥alume 1L (1932) on teade and industry, and Volume III (196300
econumic orfanization and policfes, provides us with the most substanlial,
mithoritalive, and comprehensive coveruge of wedieval econcmic life in priak.
Albough there are defects (ef. Prufessur Laae's veview of Volame B with
comments on T and [T, in the 1963 fssne of this Jovwwar), this trilogy will not
soom lase its undamental valne both lor reference on point of detail and for
peneral description and interpretation.

No doubt the guestion of chiel interest i3 the cxtent lo which this new
ediion hag berm revised and 111::]31:-3-:_]. In simple propoctions, a]_:rpm'mmteh'
tovo-filths of the work is merely reprinted from the fiest edition, onefifih has
beea slightly revised, znd the remaining bwo-fifths is new or entirely rewritten
material. Tn general, the chapters that present a descrdption of rural life in
the carlicr Middle Ages wre vncbanged. Thesze inelude the sweeping survey
of soltlerment and colomicstion by Richard Xoelner (Ch. I), the masterful
deseription by Alfons. Dopseh of agrarian institutions of the Cermanic ing-
domas [(Ch. IV), and Mare Bloch's hrilliant cssay oo the sse of seignoral in-
stituions {Ch, ¥}, C. E. Stevens and Charles Poarain huve recast leir
ehapters on agriculiure in the Later Roman Empire (Ch. 11} and the svolu-
tion of agricultirnl technin: TR IITY, but the cisemtial picture renising
uraltared, In aldilion, the fine aceount by Georye Ostrosorsky (Cle ¥} of
agradan conditions in the Byzmtine Fiupire has been virtually reprinted, Vhis
reviewer tekes Issng only with the ciilorial devision te reproduce the Keebner
chapter willinul revision, ITowever valuable, this essay s vnwickdy both in
length sud in style and would have benefited from refashioning; it could also
have boen inproved by wifization of abundart recent topimymnic studies.

The siguilleant revisivrs in this velume are to be found in Lhe parts desling
with the Later Middle Accs, Chapter VLI, eaneeived as o series of matiogal
or wogioual deseriptions of matuced medineal agrarian snciety, reproduces the
gectivns on the Fands east of the Elbe {by [Iormann Aubin}, Poland, Lihuania
and Hongary (by Jan Rutkewskd), and Seandinavia | by Sture Buolin), very
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 STONES, SACKS AND COWRIES.

KM!I POrANYT in collahoration with ABRATIAM RotiRiNG 1 Dahamey and the Shave Tronde. An Analysiz of an
: A.rr:hmcEconnm} 204pp. Universily of Washingion Press. (American University Publishers Group). £29.

W. I. ARGVIE : The Fon of Dahomey. A History and anﬂgraphj nf the ﬂl::l ng,df.:-m. Zlﬂpp. Oxford

University Fress. s,

Pabomey was one af fhe muost inter-
esting West Adrican »lates,  The rain
farest of the Guinea eoast iz here
broken ai onc poioi, whers, ot
wartety  of elmuotic  reasons,  he
savanna Lharacteristic ol ihe inland
Snden alrwast  touches the coasi
Wheesrer  occupied - this  funnel-
shaped area optitoliad waderoutes
which wssumned exveplional import-
anse g4y soon a3 Buluopeany arrived
by sea. Opthe coast itseil, howevst,
Lhe fringe of lrading ports Tof shich
Wpdal and Porke Nevo webs the

»{Eﬁm Antablel was ﬂlqal%,ggimmkﬁi”

SWCLITI M, The st o el
Linherited these conditiens in 1hea lals
heventeenth century. The Kingdom
Had no nateral nlund bonadaries. It

IS 1Y BT TR Eeep the—Tfidrnel-

clear of the creranchments of tha

< Ashanli to the west (s relaiively aasy

matter) and of the Yomba <ingdism

Cef 0o to the east—a much honder

problem.  In-the end the kings ok
perarently to the offensive.  Thep
were Toroed fo annex ihe baiffer slalz
of Andra when' this preved anahlz
to keep apen xm Fate from b poTis,
and firalke o 1727 thes attached
Whdal dl-m.ll; e theit staie, "the
"{lnr‘t ol trade ™ wilh its Buropesn
factors Was an’ enfity alen o the
archaic geonamy of Dabomey. Both
in the cighteendh and Lhe Difeteetith
canfuries Lhe }C[T_I'-'"F» tricd to ot the
Frchish fo take 1t gver. They wunted
5 gtabla subordinuie adininistraton
in the port but could nat themsclves
scoiire dt.: The Eugmh refosed the
task. The kings enme to rely vpon
4 Porbugiess. Tactor whose family
became the Ceils to their Tudors,
. The Gyro kingdom sxaered tribate
untf]l 1318, Then tor more Than
tifty ‘yeals cthe weakened Yoruba
states wete themsclves  constamlly
“attacked by the Dohooevans, who

g pener-atad to Abeokycs fior e st

Lirtis I 1873 _The 1n¢emut mdlitary.

mar:r wen-

or. Ly pem - afliviad had Tis
p}:ula.ca whg B‘;_hlﬁ-l;l’gﬁ h|ﬁ pm![mlin g

tmllzat-mn of ti:rc state. Th-:.:' WiLrs
fod the slave-trade and ibs relirms
uplredd the state, - Despite fhe blood-
stained  svents of fthe =nnual
“Cuslomn 7, Dabeoniey itself  pre-
seqntest A calm and loederly  seoms
gecondime (o the st idealized
accounts: thowe was a rogal road,
and markets wilh fAxed prices, organ-
ircd  bordellps,  even an  annual

Boih these books are now analvses
of the documentary evidence.  The
studsy by Karl Polanyi, published

posthupmensly, is.dhe iour de force.

we showld cxpedl front this piooeer
of “economic - anfinopolesy, - Din
Argvle’s =g gore npeesl work which
nevertheless acts at [imes s & cul-
FRLtive e T Poluiiis oocasianially
over-ready - acoapiance. of oo the
sipliiees - The Dohamaran census as
deseribed by Herskawits  (whereby
bags. of srones. wers kopl in sacks

rnarked with cmbl=ms T Bogs. pirls,

mmen wod woimen ). the astonishing
mamning system af wital regietation,
the amaun! censns of pies; and owuwch
elze,-arz pC-T]l-iPh o 1-.;ent1ct.h-¢.mtur!.r
elreim dn Jargt part, Al Dr Arpele

sl 'r"i

[Hermkoviz] himselr tcfla s Lha,T *the
gocols of e censuy and The laxation
syeterst of dhe npdom 0 wele volon-
teered Fo the vory last Jﬁ-j.’ ot this ficld=
wirk m Abomey - L [amd were] piven
privately in the: seclesion of the scoond-
dureyrroom - of 1] hewses B Whem
tie aceounl uf the so-cafled ransls ®as
read by M. Maupail of ihe Fremch
colonial service to the ex-king Aga- -lix
apho and hissaile itlocka lisde while
for them Lo recover from’ the emodon
wihirh mE readine L dlem of 1."|.:rul
attle ol cased ™

‘Meverthzloss The ndlmmstratwu in-

'\':nﬁh-ane»ss a! Dulwwey Wwas gei-

fine. . The mobilizaion. of the great
force of palice women into 4o aed-

minisrative - srdciiee -mIrrcrri
thm-;nhhﬁt:m,a.ma T -, &%

L]

'u:u:l WAy h_ﬁ L]‘LE.TI[IC] (o the kmg
Every ambassdor o1 lrading nepgo-
tiator was assisned a similar palscs
mwdthei whe wonld afws vs be present
during: his buziness and wodld re-
memeber all previous phazes of (it
The creution by Lhe Kings of anelite
femnale  huby-giard, which later be-
G A regiment ol the armay (volui-
teers,  virpims and  peasionabic),
wis A logieal development.

¥ Polanwits economic analyss of
the aluve trade bearsupon & more eX-
tensive rewiog than Dahumc-} alom e

e acoeni of o theedevetnprrrerl -

foomn barfcr B0 AR exXohadZe s

bazed an coweies with 2 gobd rate of -

32000 [ \he gorce 13 of areat-inter-
a5, A trade “ounce ” walued fa
groeots vy TG cowsies also
cxisled.  There wers, than, o ex-
change rafes: ope i soll and ome
in goods ples P00 por cond paodit.
D Polanyis skill ey i showinge that
these paraliel rates made il posiihk
1o extzblish a firm accodnliong basis
by which the factors conld scouto
& comsislend prodit, while leaving un-
distorbed  (he lxed Danter valaes
eatablizhed for goods on the coast
by nsame,  Thce cowais cuirenoy was
a2 sophisticated  dewvice joining a2
world ookl price to an T anchaic ™
SCOUantic sysElem, - ? :
Dir, Pelunyis beaolk s then more
than a sludy of Pahemey: It i o Tor-
thar step in the process  of =
dermining cthnoccnitic swEumptions
it the -appeosch o gcopomics
and - foar that  reason o merils T a
wider readership than ' Africonisls.
atone. Mether of chese books rives
the full stoey ufl)a‘homﬂ}' dtaelf "he
kioy Lo fhat wouokl Tie In a conphcte
m;nid'e,;:u analysi of the compulsive
complementary daalism by which
officials und structures were dupli-
eated: and thoough which wonren.
were Fully mobilized s the source of
lace eantral. Perhape D - Ampyle
P?nmc osenl acsount ol lnterest ml] )
Lmde*:ake the. basl me‘ m
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Dahomey and the Sfave Trade. An Analysis of an Archaic Economy. By Karl
Palanyi, Liniversity of Washington Press, Scattle and London, 1966, pp. 204,
The Fon of Diahomey. A History and Etlhnology of the Old Kingeom. By W. I
Argyle, The Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1966, pp. 210.

The openness of the landscape of the “gap of Benin® has been an important
factor in the history of Dahomey. In the first quarter of the eighteenth century
it allowed the fast growing empire of Dahomey to get— and to hold—control
of & part of the *Slave Coast” and gave to Europeans, who were [requently
required to visit the court at Abomey, easy access to the interior. This has
made the relatively small area of the old kingdom of Dahomey one of the best
documented arcas, from the historical peint of view, in West Africa, The
existing literature on Dahomey i¢ indeed so rich that it has recently proved
possible for two valuable new contributions to be made by authors whe did
ot visit the country, theit work being based on printed sowrce-material,
These two books—the one by Polanyi, with a foreword by Dr. P. J. Bohannag;
the other by Argyle, originally writter as a thesis under the latter’s supervi-
sion—are in many ways each other's complements, and somctimes even
oppase each other.

As an economist, Polanyi is fascinated by the smooth working of ancient
Dahemey's economy, an coonomy which he calls “archaic™ in that it did not
yet know a market-system in the modern, western sense of the word, but
which could by no means be labelled “primitive”. The economy of ancient
Dahomey was centralized to the extreme arcund the king and his court
through a system of taxation and redistribution, In his analysis Polanyi relics
heavily on Herskovits's work, especially in his treatment of the sophisticated
“census'-system which Herskovits supposed to have existed 1o Dahomey.
This theory of Herskavits's is however attacked by Argyle as being based on
superficial research and on conclusions too quickly drawn.

One of the most interesting points in Polanyi’s account is his demonstration
that, although Dahomey was for the maintenance of its power to a large
extent dependent on the slaves-versus-arms trade with the Europeans, it was
able to continue its own “archaic™ internal economic system; and that it was
rather the group of European traders in the “pert of trade”, Whydah, which
adapted itself to the Dahomean circumstances. These traders developed the
special Slave Cioast “ounce of trade’, expressed im the local COWrie CUrTSay
and of a value different from the ordinary gold ounce of trade which was used
on tha Gold Coast and elsewhere,

From the historical point of view one may be a little irritated by Polanyi’s
lack of reference to any specific periods in his analysis of various aspeets of
the economy and his refusal to make use of footnotes for reference. Thig can
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have a guite confusing cilect. Polanyi happens for cxamp‘lE_tc‘k];in'c used
Pinkerton's 1814 edition of Willem Bosman's book, written in 1701, Quoting
this author, he adds: (Bosman, 1844, p...). When Polanyi refers to
“Bosman’s time", therefore, the unprepared reader can receive the impression
that Polanyi means the ninctoenth century, There are also a fow strange his-
torical inaceuracics to be found in this book, such as mention of a Duich
trade-fort at Whydah which has never existed ; or the statement that ondy by
1633 were African negroes to be found at Bahia, which ignores the facr thar
the Portugoese already had extensive slave-plantations in that area in the
sixteenth centiiry.

Argyle’s book is historically mare accurate. His main interest lies in the
rehigious-traditivnal bases of the Dahomey kingdem. Parallel to Polanyi's
theme of an authentic Dahomean, non-western sconomy is Arpyle’s theme:
that the growth of the Dahomean empire wias not the result of palitical
thinking in the modern, western sense but rather of the strength of religious
beliefs and traditions. He demonstrates that nearly every human action had
to follow a pattern set by a “national™ religion, which readily abserbed
beliefs of congquered peoples if they eould strengthen the monarchy. A genera-
tion younger than Polanyi, Argyle is no lenger under the spell of Herskovits,
whom he openly criticizes, though not always very convincingly. Take for
instance the case of Herskovits's description of counting by means of pebbles.
Since some carly authors describe the sandy arca of Dahomey as one where
“no pebblo could be found”, Argyle takes this as sufficient reason for
rejecting thar part of Herskovits's theory.,

Argyle treats the growth of the Fon-kingdem as a function of the growth

of its traditional institutions. He shows that the kings of Dahomey were well
aware of the difficulty of absorbing conguercd peoples; but centralization

and adaptation of existing traditions in conguered tecritories ead right from =

the earliest vears of the Abomey kingdom been shown to be the best policy,
The monarchy did not pretend to derive from a mythical origin, but know
itzelf to be protected by the adopted gods (vodons) of ity conquered peoples,
This makes Dahomey—meeting-place of Nago (Yoruba) and of Adja-Ewe
cultures—a most atiractive field for ethnological study. Three-quarters of

the book is devoted to the ethnological study of such institutions as kingship, =

lineage proups, cooperative groups and the various religious cults. We pget

here a clear re-appraisal and summary of the work not only of Herskovits

o

but also of various Daghomean and French authors, especially amongst the

last, of the juvaiuable work of Le Hérissé, nowadays receiving renewed -

appreciation.
Both books here reviewed make interesting reading for the historian, but

they must certainly not be seen as introductions to the history of Dahomey. 4

A. vaNn DANTZIG, Lecrurer in the Department of History,
Liniversity of Ghana,
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Karl Polanyi’s Dahomey: To be or not to be a state?
A Revieww Article

Karl Polanyi ( 1885-1964), was a productive stimulus 1o conlemporary eCconomic
sothropology. Paul Bohanan, George Dalton and Marshall Sahline—to cite
three outstanding examples—have all heen directly influencerd by Folanyi's
theusht. His cellaborator, Abraham Rotatein, has therefore performed a valu-
ablc service by bringing out a posthumous edition of his final wotk, Dahomey
and the Slave Trade: an Anaiysis of ar Archaic Sociefy. It represents an at-
tempt to extend and develop the thesis of Rosemary Arnold! in two pro-
voeative arlicles which grew out of Polanyl's interdisciplinary seminar at
Columbia, Like these articles the book poses some fascinating questions about
the political economy of state formation in West Africa during the peried of
EuroAmerican slave-iradé. At the same time, it compels us to critically
examine our formulations about the economic culture of an archaic state
gociety il & comparative, histonca] context.

Teo speak of ‘the political sconumy of state Formation” is not, strictly, to
use Polanvi's own terms, He chose to focus on ‘patterna of integration’ or,
to use Dalton's phrase’ ‘transactional modes’, accarding to which ‘political, re-
Jigious and familial organizations arrange production and distribution in various
ways. He explicitly cpposed such conceptions as ‘modes of production’ and
‘stages of political-economic grawth as were developed by Marzists and
evoluticnists, so that, even in a work on pre-colonial Dahomey, Polanyl never
found it necessary to define ‘state’ explicitly. Hig glternative was the creation
of contrastive ideal-typical tendencies of modes of transaction by which he
distinpuished between ‘market' and ‘pre-market’ systems. The ‘pre-market’
systerns are divided between those primitive societies characterized by ‘re-
ciprocity’ and those archaic sogieties characterized hy ‘radisttibution’. These
are the defining transactional modes of pnimitive and archaie sncieties Tes-
pectively.

In The Great Transformation, published m 1944, Polanyi argued. that
matket-exchange transactons only came to dominate and characterize society
as the wonderchild of nineteenth century capitalism. Market-exchange transac-
tions differd from redistribution and redprecity in being purely econoimic,
ie, a market exchange system cotitoine mo expression of social—extra-ecan-

1. “A Dact of Trode: Whydeh and the Gninsa Coast”, and "Separpiion of Trade and
Marlkat: (heat Market of Whydeh”, in Polsnyi, Arensberg amd Pearscm, Trade e
Marter i the Earely Empires (Fres Pross, Gleneos, 19571, 154-187

2. Cicorge Daltom, ed., Privtiive, Archric and Modern Ewaoemies, Bssary nf Kari Polanri,
(MY, 1968],
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otnic—obligations, being simply limited to the interplay of conditions of
supply and demand. Reciprocity, the hallmark of primitive society, sxpressed
stich underlying social relationships a8 kinship, (viendship, statos and hierarchy,
while redistribution tended to express the palitical or religious affiliations
peculiat to archaic economy and sogiety.

A certain semantic exercize becomes necessaty if we are tu understand
Polanyi's objective. His use of terms like ‘economy” and ‘rationality’, his typo-
logies mnd empirical snalyses are hased on a kind of relativism which was
peither historical-developmental as was Marx's nor yet meta-historical and
subjective as was Weber's and the methods of arthodox economic theory., Yet
Polanyi's work clearly contains elements from beth, while not reducible to
any simple marriage of the two. I feel that the results of his lahoors are best
interpreted on different grounds than his own; that, ip spite of himself, Polanyls
iost provocative analyses tnake greatest sense in the very histotical-develop-
menial framework to which he was so opposcd; and that nowhere 15 this maore
manifest than in Dahoney and the Slave Trade

For Polamyd the key distinction remains that between market and pre-
market systems. Hence, his ootion of the archaic state is rendered consist-
ently derivative from a redistributive mode of transaction dencting the state
sector of the Dahomean economy. Redistribution is the key economic mechan-
iem of archate state power. That is, 'the muveineni of goods toward a center
and out of it again'. Kingship is the redistributive agency of an archaic Dgho-
mean state. This i summed up by Polanyis account of the annual customs:

“The onnual customs was the principal event of the economic cyole. In
terms of pross bational product and foreipn import, as well as popular
participation, it was an economic institution of unique propottions. The
king himself was the contral actor in an assembly of all the petsofiages,
administrators, and office holders of the land . . . the king received gifts,
payments and tributes, subsequently distributing a part of this wealth as
gifts to the crowd,

The ecomomic aspect of this process may be analyzed as a move of
soods and money iowards the center and out of it again, that is redistri-

hEIH ]

bution.

Thus difl ‘redistobution’ define the orgamization and direction of the chan-
oels of MNow of the stete sector of the Dohomean economy. It summarizes
the networks of producton, distribution and exchange which follow fram the
exercise of the politicul power of kingship—ie., the economic conseguences of
state power. If, however, we were to focus not on the ‘mode of tronsaction’
itself, but rather on the polilical and economic context, and even the tatal

3, Polanyi, 3334,
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culture in which this redistributive pattern of integration opetated in Dishomey,
then Polanyi's reasoning beging ta lock autological In his model, redistribu-
tion defines kingship which defines archaic state. State implies kingship, which
in turn implies redistribution. Hereby he penerated a definitional circle of
very small diameter in which Sredistribution’ altermates belween serving as
the mejor promisc for isclating the econotnic ditmension of state power and
the political outcome of such an exercise of power now stated in ‘economic
termns, As such his concept of redistribation begina to take on the word-magic
of those orthodox, market-oriented interpretations Polanyt criticized so sharply.
Simply substitute the term ‘redistdbuotive agent’ for ‘king’ at cach point and
we hove ‘economic snalysie’. Of ¢ourse, such a play on words iz unfair to
Paolanyi. The integration and differentiution of economic and palitical aspects
of archaic state power is complex and subtle, ay he perfectly understood. More-
nver, his text is richer than my reduction to redundancy sugpests. But, the fact
retnaing that his notion of ‘redistribution’ i= too general and wogue to help us
jsolate and =nalyse the development of archaie Dahomean mechanisms of
state power. It will not suffie to distinguish state from primitive pre-state
economies.

This formal weakness in Polanyls typology 1s tecognized in & recent
article by Marshall Sahlins,' limself profoundly indebted to Palanyl Sahling
departures from Polanyis terminology and threefold scheme of principles of
intepration stem from the need to sharpen precisely this distinetion, 8o, he
makes cxplicit that by ‘primitive’ he refers to pre-state culturss whose “indic-
ative condition . . . is the absence of a public and sovercign powern™®

“Tt iz alsq advisable to repest that ‘primitve’ shall refer to culture lack-
ing a political atate, and it appliez only insofat as economy and social
relatians have not heen modified by the historic pehetration of states™’
Az a result Sahlins feels compelled to classify “redistribution” alongside “reci-
procity” as the lwo main types of economic {ransaction charactenste of
primitive culture. The economic tendency of pte-state culture is “ . . that of
an economy in which food helds a commanding position . . . The place of
transaction in the total economy is different [from state economy] . .. il is
more deteched from production . . . it i8 loss involved than modem exchungr
i1 the acquisition of means of production, more involved in the redistribution
of finshed goods through the community . . . day to day output does not de-
pend on a massive technological complex nor a complex division of labor . . .

4, Mershafl 13 Sabling, “On Lhe Sociology of Primitive Exchange”, The Relerance of
Mrdels for Social Anfhrapolegs, (MY, 1065), 130-236,

5. Sahlins, 140,
f. Sehlins, 141,
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It iz the bias also of & domestic mode of production . . . production that looks
to familial requirements, and direct access by domestic groups to strategic
resources. It is the bias of g social order in which rights to control returns go
along with rights to use resources of production, and in which there is very
little traffic in titles or income privileges in resources. I is the bias finally,
of societies ordered in the main by kinship”  In contradistinetion to stale
gociety, primitive society is one in which “social inequality is mare the organ-
ization of economic equality” . . . “feudal terms therefore do not convey the
economic equity of kinship ranking”? and the wvatieties of chieftainship and
social stratification—with the compulsery, redistributive gencrosity or higher
status—that marks pre-state society. Sshling’ point is that primitive society
mobilizes its social and political differentiation of renk and status to maintein
ood cnforce an underlying cconomic equalitariandsm,

The exact opposite holds in the case of state society. State socisty is class
sopciety. Fully aware of all the difficulties attached to the concept ‘class’, Robert
Adamy’ in a tecent comparative analysis of the processes of state formation in
the Valley of Mexica and ancient Mesopatamis, nevertheless beging right there:

“If the term ‘clasy’ iz used to describe chjectively diffetentiated degrees
of access to the mesns of the means of praduction of the society without
ony necessary implications of reduced mobility, class conscioushess, aof
overt interclass strugple, the early statez characteristically were class

societies™™®

Adams' canclusions oo two classic examples of archaic state formation, hath
completely uninfluenced by contact with already exiating, still less, more piower-
ful exogenous states, have a bearing on Polanyi’s interpretation of Dahomey.
On the relationship of kin groups and clegy structure he tells us thai:

“From the viewpoint of stratification, it is not too mwuch to describe early
Mezopotammia and central Mexico ay slightly variant patteims of a single,
fundamental course of developrment in which corporate kin groups, origin-
ally preponderating in the control of land, were gradually supplemented
by the growth of private estates in the hands of wrhan elites. And, while
such corporate in groups still remained active and wiable in many respacts
at the termination points in our two sequences, 1t is only fair to coaclude
that they had by then become encapsulated in & stratified pattern of
social organization that was opidly divided along class lines "

7. Sanlins, 14141

4, SBahling, 130,

g, Robert MoC, Adoms, The Evolution »f Frban Soclery {Chicapo, 1966).
10. Adems, 79,
11, Ademng, 119
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Generaliring from Sahling and Adams we may arrive at a different over-
all interpretation of Dahomesn economy and society from that offered in
Datomey and the Slave Trade. Polanyl opens with the assertion that the
“ . swift ascent from an inauspicious siart to the cilmenation of sfatefmad” ©
poses 4 ey problem. True, the speed of 5 Dahomean state furtnalion, rising
out of ochscure ¥oruba (Ile-Ife)}—beginning in the seventeenth cenlury to ils
military ascendance on the coast in 1727, seems remarkable, though hardly
unicjue i West African precolonial history if we consider the speed of forma-
tionn of the Ashanh confederacy after Osei Tyto. The shart interval of rapid
and thoroughgaing polifieal and econamic trensformatiotts in West Africa, and
its coincidence with the acceleration of Ewro-American slave trade hardly de-
gerve repetition. What needs clarification is Polanyi's statement, which colars
hi= entire cutlocls, about the ‘culminaticn of statecraft’ in Dahomey. Through-
out, he leaves no doubt that he assesses the Dahomean archaic state as % .. .a
structure of rarc perfection . . " as & completely developed archaic political
ceonomy.t Polyani's characterization of Dahomean state structure is embadded
in the dual character of its economy and socioty.

« _ . the ‘hush’, ie, the countryside, retained a sovial otganization that
wad largely outside the state sphete. The villages whers the lower classes
lived and the hereditary compounds which encloeed the tilled land and
the entailed palm oil trees of the lineapes were removed from the action
of the central administration. Bociety as s whale congisted of s state
society and a nonstate society, since the wvillage and even mote so the
compounds of the sibs represented sinpularly state-free collectivities of
households." "

"The stabilizing and durable poles of this dualism were, on top, the relatively
recent monarchy with its redistributive sphere of state economy and, at
hattom, the ancient village kin-community with its reciprocity sphere of house-
holding economy. The latter fits neatly, all semantic modifications to the
contrary notwithstanding, into Sahling’ description of primitive economy, while
the former isclates—in the course of Polanyl's account———eertain aspects of
state structure. The rural village neonstate culture of Dahomey shared certain
traits with feudal culture and its manoral economy in western Europe:
% .. solidly walled dwellings, heredifary ranking of {amilies and traditionsl

12, Polyani, 3[amphazis mwine].

I3. In thiz teport Pulanyis obwions snd inewitable indebtedness to Herskovits work
whick #:i1] remain: the most complets account of Duhomesn culbure, shows throeuogh,
Herzkovits' ar times almost romaniic pictore of the achievements of the Dalwrmean
state. and nol Pulpnyi's econonnic analysis, hes more than anything helped form our
imuge of s 'perfection’

14. Polanyi, Y.
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religious ideologies . . " so that “Pegsant household aod manorial economies
differed mainly in size.” However, “certain social criteria of Western feudalism
are strilingly absent™ Among these Polanyi notes that % . . the African com-
pound is not fortified and has no military character whatsoever; ite walls en-
sure privacy, not security. Meither has the sib any affinity to cavelry, war
chariots, or other knightly arms invelving a specialized leisure class training
of an elite connatation; nor does ithe compound carry socineconoaic raling
class priviloges that fmply disposal over depsrndent lgbor.. " so that, finally,
% ..a sharp confract ohtming hetween the manorial feudal system of Ewrope
and the Afdcan system of sib compounds” ™ The most significant and deter-
mining difference, from my point of view, between a manorial regime and the
African system of sib compounds iz the absence, the latter, of a ruling lond-
lord class. Kinship chligations are not rents. Loval African chicfs arc not feudal
superiors. The Dahomean producer iz not required to hand over fo any over-
lord a fraction of his surplus product in any form from which the latter derives
hiz income, and in which he bases his social status and political power. The
class structure which Mare Bloeh™ constdenad the deflining characteristic of a
manoria] regime is not present within the Dahomean village kin-community.
Just 2 there are no feudal superiors, so there are no dependent peasants. As
Polanyi’s account makes clear, the nonstate sector of the Dahomean econommy
iz eszentally acqualitarian

The other altcrnative for genersting "ohbjectively differentiated degrees of
access to the means of production’ out of Dahotnean saciety, from which de-
pendent cultivation and artisan production might have arigen ia froma the
interacction of the stage spherc with the sib compound and kin-comununity
village structure. In this way it i= possible to envisage the ‘state zs collector’
or ‘rentier’. Rents become taxcs and apalogics with the more centrolized and
buremucratized archaic state developments of East Asia come to mind. Polanyi
iz painstaling when he details the forms of taxation and the eleborate, by
non-Iilamic and West African standards, Dahomesn burcaucracy which evolved
to admimsler this extraction of peasant surpluses. No douts the central Daho-
mean monwrchy liself, without the participation of a Iocaelized landlordism,
pumped out it: relurns {ronm peasant and artisan productivity, Dut this was
not enough, a% Polanyi’s unambivalent conclusion itself testifies:

“The king of Dahomey . . . was notoricus for his slave raids. His country

produced no trade poods and had no other rescurces to acguire slaves

but war.*"

13, Polanyi. T3-73, emphaesis addad,

16. M. Elogh “The Rise of Dependent Cultivation and Seignicrial Iostitucions”, Fhe
Cambridge Economic History of Furope (Cambridsn, 1LY, 224-27H,

7. Pclamyi, 150
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Not only did the international slave market substitute for and add to state
income which mivht otherwise have been expected from endogenous pro-
ductivity, but warfare zs slaveraiding became the necessary state policy for
the collection of its prime esport commodity, while ut (fwe same time deepening
the state’s technico-economic dependency on the Euro-Amevican powers.
Meanwhile Daohomean state political and econounic activity was insufli-
cicnt to create the bepimings of a genuinely pessant, as distinguished from
ptimitive cultivator, class structure in the villages, The ‘redistributive state’
reinforced rather than iransformed the primitive, pre-stats, social organization
and economic equaiitariamism of the sib compound. As Erc Wolf* has =o
succinctly put it, “F¢ i this production of a fand of rent which critically dis-
tirguishey ihe pessanl from the pricvfive culfivafor,” Polanyi however speaks
of Datunnean Slower classes’ and, in another context, deseribes Dahoimean varia-
tiong of West Alvican forms of Slavery’ and ‘pawnage’. As 1 have argued elze-
where for Ashanti,’® and as is evident from Polanyi's text, peittwer “slavery’ nor
‘mawnase’ in the West African glave trade context con be viewed as oy more
than the barest, embryonic representations of an a5 yet incipient class structure,
Wlavery’ was primarily an integrative mechanizm, for those human bemnys
who were not eliminated by their export or by a headsman's knife at state
funeralz, inte the kin community organization. The general social equality of
the position of ‘slavey), their partial absorption inta a society comprised of
unilinesl descent groups, through the mechanizm of marriage out of which their
children, or certainly children’s children were full citizens and kin group mem-
bers, seems to indicate an wnderlying polibical economy and ethic traditiconal
to West African descent groups which measure their strength in terms of the
zize of their membership, rather than any productive nexus of slavery in
which the master is in ownership of all the outputs as well as all the factors
af production, From the state’s point of view ‘slaves' represented pure exchange
value and pure ritual value. Thet iz, they alwayz had a market price and a
cereinonial value in commemorating the ancestors. Tawnage’ represented, as
Polanyi incdivates, & delit relation between eocporate kio groups. An aliguot part
of the pawn's outputs or retwts om any trading wctivily, went back to the
creditor group as interest untl the crediter sroup had paid off the capital,
thereby liberatimz the ‘pawned’ individusl™ These native ‘pawng and not Dgho-

18. Eric [2, Walf, Poasaries (Englewood Cliffa, M. J., 190671, 11,

14, Slove Trade snd Séate Farmeticn in West Africe with Spectal Emphasic on Ashandl,
paper presenbed wl The Association far tho Brudy of Megra Life and History, Oelober,
1967F, {pari of an unpublizbed WIS 5.

z0. Whoen Polaoyl assertz that “no intomest wes charged” on oa debt {p 693, I caanot
imagine hosr elee he interprets these specified reiums to Lhe ereditar from hiz leszas’s
wutpuis, Unless he is taking cll too literary the Dahomeans” formulation of a theic
prwnepe relolinnship; which §s certsinly surprising from so sophisticered and cooomoie
hisiorian wnd student of econvmic ideologyr gs Polonyi wes.
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tmean ‘slaves’, who wete foreign captives, represent the only instance cited in
Polamyi whereby an individual or his kin group can legally foree soineone io
part with eny portion of the product of his own labor. Pawnage was the only
Dahotnean social relstich isvolving any Teturn from rent’. Here Polanyi may
have missed an important paint on the penetration of a market system and
its values into the Dahomean village cornmunity. When telling us abeout slavely
and itz equalitarian social basis, he temarks:

“T'he honorable character of the relationship is suggested by the fact that

a slave could not be offered az a pawn™"

I am suggesting that, just as in the Achanti case,” it was not the ‘honowurabie
vharucter’, ie, the general social equality, represented by the ‘slave’s’ potential
incorpuration imnto the community by martiage, which prevented hiz being
pawnad so much as his high market value to the lessor-debtor group, which could
not have been realized, 1ot even by the lessescreditor, so loag as the individual
remained in pawn. Last, there i clear evidence of a group of producer-slaves
in the state gsphere, Like the Miger Della town states, e, Kelabri, which spe-
rialired in palm ¢il and slave trading, or Benin, the Dahumean kings had their
mwn plantations. Here there sxisted the productive utilization of uefrer labar,
unlike the nonstate sphere where a slave's ourput were his owm progerty.
Unfortanately, Polanyi’s sources sre very meager on the extent, still lsss on
the gorcial end economic orgpamzstion of these state entcrprises. As for the
Dshornean 'lower classes’ referred to by Polanyd, 1 simply toke thiz to mean
the broad cross-section of its free citizenry for whom there is no evidence of
any significant income differentisl on the part of the higher socio-palitical
ranldngs in their community still less any internal income differential among
themszelves.

A peperal economic conformily and equality seema ta run through all
levels of Dahmmesn society. Ewen at court the meonarch does not seom to
have developed a sigaificantly separate life style which would follow from
and waonld be indicative of a hipher arisiocratic level of consumption than the
rest of the population, True, there was mure st court, and here one could find
the concentration of various luxury trade goods aeguived Mo Europeans. But
the rifles and powder as well as much else that came in from the country-
gide ard internationzl trade was ‘redistributed’. Over and over again Polanyi
documents how the goods ‘coming to the center’ were funneled back out agein.
Yet it is the business of a state to acoumulate, not to give away. WNevertheless,
this Dahomean ‘redistributive’ state scems fo have accomplished wery little it
the way of building up 1tz own mechanisma of accumulation. Archaic state

21. Polanyi, 64,
23 A N_Eilein, op, cit,
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accumulation is traditionally measured by the elaboration of the institutions
of state powet, by the intellcctual and artistic productivity of its full-titne
leisured strata and the servants whom it supports and takes away from the
village fields and markets, by the sometimes monumnental accomplishments of
the unfree labor force it commands to build public works and artistic symbols
of state power. By comparison with prehistoric Mesopotamis, Egypt, Mesc-
america, Pery, India and China, Dabomey lodks relatively impoveriched, It
was after all still formative. Its political machinery ways largely underdeveloped
and by contrast terribly limited in exsciing demands from its villager popula-
tione. As a matter of fact, os I have been lmplying all along, in many erucial
respects the ‘redistributive state” of Dabomey was hardly a state at all. Yet
Polanyi's characterization of the Dahomean political appmiaius as ‘redistri-
hutive' is probably, at ool true to events. This brings us back 1o Sahling,
Wolf and Adams. These ate all concerned with the differences between pre-
state, primitive produrers oh ane side and peasant, and dependent producers in
state sacieties, on the other. Hencp, all three are forced back to some notion
of ‘lase' defined as ‘ohjectively ditferentiated degrees of access to the means
of production’. Polanyi's picture of a Dahomesn ‘state’, on the other hand,
locks more and more like an enlarpement of an internally stratified uinlineal
descent group, Recall Adsme’ conclusions on the fate of such descent group
organization after the emergence of states in Mesopotamia and Mespamerica:
«  while such corporate kin groups remained active and wviable,... it is
utily [eir to conclude that they had by then bocome encapsulated in s stratified
pattern of social organization that was divided along class lines™ Polanyi's
acoount, and his resesich yeems beyond reproach, is of ancther kind of stratifi-
cation in Dahomey. The defining ‘redistribution’ function of kingship calls to
mind vatious gecounts of socio-pulitical ranking and stratification in the kio-
ship zocial bases of primitive economies. Sahling’ analysis of rank differences
and kinship distence in primitive socicty can almost be made to paraphirase
cotire sectons of Polanyi’s account of the ‘redistributive’ or ‘state’ sphere of
Dahomey. In fact, Sahling was driven to alternative if not contradictory con-
clusions about the econgmic aperation of Tedistribution’, in the social stratifica-
tien of primitive as agmnst state societies, He also begins with the implicit
notign that the historic role of cluss struciure in state society was to sccmmulate
rather than to return, as is the ¢ase in primitive society:

“Rank difference as much as kinship distance supposes an economic
relation . . . Raok is to saome cxtent privilege, dredt du seidneur, and it
huy itz responsibilities, noblesso oblige . . . fendal terms do not convey
the ecunomic equity of kinship ranking. In its true historic setting neblesse

33, Adome, 119,
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oblige hardly cancelled out the droif do seignear. In primitive society
social inequality is tnote the organizstion of economic cquality. Often, in
fact, high rank is only securcd or sastained by o'ercowering geperosity:
the material advartage iv on the subordinates' side . . 7%

The redistribution’ functon of the Dahomean state seeins to refllect maore
of the kinship stratification of Afrivan pairilines] descent groups than it might
resemble the acoumulative functiom of drodd due seignewr i other early state
gocicties, As o matter of [act, Polanyi’s ‘redistnbutive state’ calls to mind what
Peul Kirchhoff®" calls %comical clans’. These wers internally stralified, unilineal
descont organizations whose systam of inner rankings corresponded in some
way to genealogical distance from a founding ancestor or ancestress. To de-
fine a state as ‘redistributive’ is to attach to ita mling class precisely those
economic attributes of primitive society which prevent its chiefs from achieving
any ecopomic yelurn [rom iheir socio-political statuses. Yet even the most
cursory examination of gocient Mesopotamia or Mexico reveals the exact
opposite. To define as prhmary (he Tedistributive’ economic function of &
state, in 1o define that state ot of existence, to reduce it to the level of an
erlarged primitive society.

The argument is more than semantic and definitipnal. It is not enough to
say: ‘Faolanyi has ane set of criteris, while Sahling and Adams have another’
The point is that nowhere are hi=z assertiohs about the ‘culmination’ of Daho-
menn state power more flatly contradicted than in Polatyls owtl testimony
about its administration, its cxercize of kingly power. For example, the tradi-
tional index of archaic state accurmnulation, that which set it apart from pramitive
society and separates ity producers from its rulers and full-time non-fccd pro-
ducing specialists, is the city. Max Weber put it very simply: “Economically
defined the city is o settlement the inhabitants of which live primarily off
trade and commmoree rather than agticulture”® Polanyd, however, cites Duncan
being told by the king of Dahomey that be [the king] “long apo issued ordets
that all the spare land in and around the town [of Whydah] should be cul-
tivated. . . 7" Whatover the reascns the kng himself may have had in mind,
the fect is that such an edict rather than reflect the power and economic fore-
thought of a great moowrch wlls ws moee aboul the faflure of the Deliomean
state to develop aod mtensiiy the ceucial culiural distinction leeiwesn towit
and conntry, which m all the classic examples denotes the difference between
state and primitive, tribal and peasant culture. The state is in its historiesl

24, SBuhliag, 159,

25, Paul Hirchhoif, “1The FPonciples of Clotesbip o Humsn  Bocely', Helaige ia
dnthrepology, 1T, {Mew YWark, 1850}, LRQ-27F0

6, Maox Weher, The Cifr (Glencce, 19581, 66,

25 Polany:, 3R,
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sssehce an embodiment of urban culture. The earliest states made possible the
earlicst cities which micror, in their relation to the peasant and countryside,
the inter-class relations of mler-extractor to subordinate-producer. Not anly
did Dahomean lkngly policy reflect the relative backwardness of 1= class
siructure, its urban underdevelopment and its dependence on European powers,
what perhaps is most important is the fact that the state secter was never able
to in any way penetrate down inte the basic productive relations between men
and land which governed the ancient village economy. The tax burden on the
producers seems to have been miuinal IL was at any tate hardly oppresalve,
This is evident from the complete luck of any peasant protest in Dahomey.
“But the mein reason why the countrywide census involved so little bureau-
cratic harassment was the participation of the population which willingly obeyed
the law and responded spontanecusly to the rules.” * We might conclude, rathar
mechanically, that an only partially developed elass siructure could not generals
significant class conflict. This, however, iz hardly the point. First, = Adams
points cut inter-class canfliet iz irrelevant to any definition of class in archaic,
early state society, Next, and what is mest imporfant for Dahomey, the entire
orientation of ‘state’ policy was directed toward deriving as much of its income
as possible from other sources than its producers.

I submit that—from Polany?s own dats— precolonial Dahomey 1s more
accurately characterized as a transitional snd formative type of developing
‘archaic’ state with an imtial technico-economic dependence on the superior
Euro-Amerivan capitalist powers that graduslly cstablished themrelves along
the coast. Thiz was a depemdency which deepened, becoming more and marc
political, until it wag finally formalized in colonial rule. In other words, much
like #s Ciuinea Forest neighbour, Ashenti, the evolution of the Dahomean state
striirtite was from the outset largely conditioned end determined by indigenous
West Africa’s initial position as the weakest trading partner in an internalional
circuit wherein it supplied the slave lebot to the Mew World which played
guch gn important part in the sighteenth and nineteenth century capital forma-
tions in Britain, France and the LLS.A A state sttucture such as Dahomey's
arose in direct response to the demands of a more powetful political econcmy
whose national representatives were beginning, as early as the late seventeenth
century, to assimilate West African cultures inte its expanding international
field of operations. Dahomey becams one medisting moment in a four con-
tinent wide cycle of political and ecconomic development, functioning as an
sgency of collection for a labour supply whose productivity was transterred
sbroad. Wotl only was this Guinea Forest state thereby deprived of the poten-
tigl productivity of large numbers of its own and captive peoples, but its inter-

28. Polanyl 41.
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nal political and economic organizetion was compelled to generate counter-
putts o and absorb aspects of their Eurc-American superiors. Polanyi might
not deny any of these particular assertions, yet his overall outlook and speeific
furmulations compel him to infer different criteria for and analyses of the
mechanics of interpenetration between clessical capitalist, ie, the ‘maorket-
gyutem’ political economies and such West African state formations as Dahomey.

The international slave trade had created a situation in which the Dsho-
mean rulers felt compelled to seek elsewhere than from heavier exactions from
their producers the revenues necessary for the exercise of state power. Pulunyi's
opening remarks ahout the militaty efficiency for which Dahomey was feared,
and the elaborately arganized foreign trade and stable currency for which it
was admired point immediately to its dependency cn the Euro-American
powers, In fact, Dahomey, from its beginnings, had relied “on the slave trade
for the securing of firearms”, which foreed it "to seek direct contact with the
coast”. Omee caught up i the wicious cycle of slave-raiding warfare the de-
pendency could only deepen and intensify. The primary commodity which
Dahomey could supply was captives from wars fought with European and
American guns and powder which needed continuous replacements in order ta
cuplure more slaves, As warfare depleted the statc’s revenues through imme-
diute outlay it exhausted its reserves by pulling ablc-bodied men off their
land to fight instead of furm. As it mechanized the flow of wealth inte the
cetiter of state power so, simultaneously, did it drain off not only the poten-
tial productivity of men at srms, but that of unfree captives sold or ritually
dispatched at state funerals as well. One direct consequence of New World
plantation economy and Euro-American capital accumulaticn was, for West
Africa’s peoples, altost unfemitting war. This was explicitly recognized and
formalized by the milers of Dahatnes:

#  _ the annual slave war was a3 national ipstitution no king dared
ignore, and indeed in the absence of ary productive trade its discon-
tinuation would have left the country without export goods for the pur-
chasing of weapons and, therefore, defenseless in the face of embitiered
cnemies who would not stop at selling bis people whelesale into slavery

overseas”

Warlare stimulates social and political stratification of a gpecial sort.
Leadership, planning and organization are critical to the outcome of any battle.
While Dahomean social orsamization responded admirably to these military
demands and produced a splendid Ahdcan army and peolitical apparatus to
facilitate rapid and expedient devision meking sod coordinalion, and while
there is no evidence that military-political stratification competed with or

-29. Polunys, 135
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curtailed the bufesucratic-adminisirative secturs of Dahomean state policy,
which were alter all, compelled to nepgotiate agrewneals with fully develaped
capitalist nation states, we cannot itfar that such militery stmulus operated,
in the long run, o promate the artieulation of a genuine class structure. The
contrary secms to be the case. U'rade in slaves probably intengified and widen-
ed the scope of pawnage, an instilution with tesl possibilities for the evolubon
of class structure, and made possible the manarchical slave plasntations. On
the whole, however, the slave trade was an impediment to precizely the sort
of economic development which a growing archaic state requires. By torcing
the politival organization to concentrate on sale to overseas markets of o raw
material taken only in war, it directed energy away from the potential growth
of internal productivity at home. By deepening the technico-economic de-
pendence om fuieign powers the trade in slaves took a burden of the shoulders
of native producers and transplauted it abroad, It is precisely this burden,
however, which wag a long run reguirement if the transitional strata of Daho-
mean socety were to be transformed into genuine classes of a Diahomesan
state stoucture, Sustained and coatinuouws peasant productivity, tather than the
vogueries of war and slave markets, sre at the foundation of a durahle archaic
state structure. At the risk of platitude, peacetul producticn is more conclicive
to political and economic development than warfare. Whatever social stratifica-
tion and political rankings warfare produced, it certaindy acted to inhibit the
econgmic development necessary fo a class struetore. It blocked the final
emergence of a Liue peasantry and a genuine ruling class from out of primitive
cultivators on botlom and super-attenuated tribal chiefs on top.

The Dahomean polily was further advanced along the path io state
structure than was its underlying polivieal economy. This was made neccssary
by its having to come to lerms ‘as an equal’ in trealy agreements with the
representatives of more advanced powers on Lhe coast. But that very samc
unevetness of development gignalled the existence of [urther barriers to develop-
ment from below. All the elegance of fonmal mstitutiongl ramilications of the
Dahomesn polity—whet Polanyi calls the rulminaton of Dahomean state-
craft—was based, in large measurs, on the military and economic demands of
the slave trade. That is te say the refinements of the Dohomean polity emerged
a5 the technico-economic dependencs intetwifiad. Colonial rule was a difficult
olitcoine to avoid onge a more primitive society hecame emeshed in the
international cycle of more powerful capitalist states

Polatyi, however, employs chifferent criteria than these for political and
economic development. From a reading of the book one is tempted to con-
clude that the development of a farmal menetary system and a stable currency
were the hallmarks and final achievements of an archaic Dahomean state.
In fact, money comes in the end to be a major criterion for Polanyls concep-
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ion of * . . slate society, where it ranks among the building stones of the
arly state and e solid social structure”™ It may very wall he that money
netions primarily, in primitive and early state sociely, in other ways than
s o means of exchange. So far as the mechanics of state formation are con-
cerned, however, I cannot help feeling that to make slale structure 8 COTse-
quence of the develnpment of money, which the above passage, as well as
many others, cleatly asserts, i to furn things upside down Whatever oilher
functions meoney may have fiilfillad in Dehomey it was certainly a consequence
of the nesd to develop stable exchange relations with forsigh powers. Folanyi
beging by blasting the errors of previous interpretations of econoinists, ECONOITIE
historians and anthropologists: *The fountainhead of all these errors was to
rank exchange as the cconomic relation” ™ To then conclude with meoney at
the root of archaic state development strikes me as iromic

The value of Dahomey and the Slave Trade is that Polanyi has opened
the important questions, many of which are not touched in this review. Follow-
ing Arnold he leaves us some provocative and imaginative insights into the
sole of treaty purts and by implication compels his roader to ask himself
about contrastive modus of African state [ormation during the slave. trade
period. Dahomey is different from Islarnic Houvsaland, both of which are
different from the remarkable city-states of the Niger Delta. Also, despite our
differences, problems about the role of money in the cultural contexts of
primitive and early state socielies are, in themselves, certainly worthwhile and
meaninglul to the economic anthropologist. Polanyi’s irony, however, iz that
hiz most imaginative and fruitful analyses make most sense within the frame-
work of an approach to which he was himself so antagonistic.

A Norman Klain,
Sir George Williams University

Shart East African Plays in English, ten plays in English collected and intro-
dured by David Cook and Miles Lee. Nairobi and London: Hememann,
1068, V= Ay :

A fair amount of the literature that comes'out of Africa at'the present moment

i= better judzed by social criteria than h& literaty-standards. The continent

has t0 create in itz various counines and igR%, more or less from scrateh,
the written materials for future generations $6'read and act, for them to build

a future literature on through the written’as well as the spoken word. In =uch

a situation the writing of a good school reader may be just as important as

the producticn of a good navel, A5 long os we ars ealing with a general need

for literature at all levels we tust be chary about applying critical standards
of the ‘world’s great books' type. What is more, we must avoid the presump-

AL Pclamyi. 143,
31, Palpnyi, siz
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An I]"!lrm“lucliun o the History
of Central Africa, Second Edition
By A J Wrrs

of its histary, The changs came in 1947~
48--at the same  time that Califormis
repenled its law forbidding such umis.
© This is a provocalive book thal sees
white South Aflicans as rounded human
beings. It will infuriale most otics of
South Afrbes, yet it has already been
banoed hy the Sowh African Girverti=
ment.

—Edwin 5. Munger

o

‘Thia =t

vidns wittin » pgeoeral surscy 8 balaseed
ennsdderatidn of the Teor history of 1he Af
vicilt poophes.  Early miprutions, Portuguese
settlement, wod the Arab sluve trado wee de
serilied, and concise and objective analysis
ie made of \Liviogston's work ancl the part
prlavved by RHFI!]I’_'I—'- s Johnaten, The lest threo
chuplers covdr the petiod fram LE1E 10 190,
bringing the dtody wp lo the Rhodeeian U1
virisis in the edvand edition. % horover prssible
quntatione  Eoden  conb:aDaTary  sOOrces e
nwed, and thel ook peints the relovence of
sk rvente to present penlicme,

1967 A6 ppl  cloth $7.400

S
The Politick of the Third World
B 101 3|-'I|11..Izli. Australian Mational Tini-

wersily

The stndy examipess those counlties of the
Afro-Asian bloc dnited by the common  at-
Irilmilus i el nen- Burrpran,  aon-Com-
munist, and poor. Profescor Miller is primar
ily conrerted withy interostional behasine of
the Third Warld sthtes wnd develes parcticafbsr
attention e theae wepecta of their dumesric
allaira that contrilnge towards foreizn policy.
The general econcludion of the stady 1s Lkal
Thitld World anity ae a distinctve political
forre has not hern adhicved and that harmons
of view within the Third World exiaez only
ort dmsmes of spilokic eportasce  ach an
volenializn and econgmie developient,

Jun L EieD

1967 144 pp.  clijth 33.75  paper $0.30
HKecent
The (dxford Rexional Economie

Atlas of Africa

Prepared By PoIL Avy Oxford
il 1he Cartngraphic De
encden Fress, with A H.
Duiversity

103 161 o

Vniveraity,
sarEwisan, Oxford

aloth 1500 puper §7.00

Three Worlds of Development :
The Theory end Pragtice of
Internuional Siratificoliorn

Oy Leree Lawas Hogoworz, Washingeon [ni-
VRPEITY

Lot
The Springtime of

Evolntion of

Depeloping Socielies

By Wiitiam MoGorn, Roumw Toivérsing

1065 21Zpp cloh 8600 | paper $2.35

Oxford University ;fress
2{H} Madison Ave.!
New York. K.Y, 10016

A28 pp. eloth 345
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.. eoneernol with the ares of pres-
ent-day Malewi, Rhodesia, and Zwwbia, pros”

"DAHOMEY AND THE SLAVE TRADE: AN AN

Y5IS OF AN ARCHAIC ECONOMY, by KARL
FOLANY! in collaboration with ABRAHAM
ROTSTEIM; foreword by Paul Bohannan
{Seaffle and London: University of Washing-
ton Press, 1966), 204 pages, $6.50,

prtsmwent. ol tlws Clor

THE FON OF DAHOMEY: A HISTDRY AND

W. 1. ARGYLE {Now York: Oxford University
Press, 1968}, 210 pages, $4.80.

In contrast to most books concarning
Africa, the posthwmous work by Kar
Polanyi, in collaboration with Abraham
Rotstein, concerns fself in depth with a
specific historical event in a relatively
small place in Adrica during a relatively
short period of time, The title succinetly
ummarizes the sobject matter of the
ook but it is only by reading the whole,
hapter by chapler, that onc approciates
he wealth of factors Polanyi took iotao
coonml. in examining the cffefts of the
rst larpe-scale inlrusion of the modern
lave trade into an inland African king-
.

According to Polanyvi, the madern slave
cude began in 1672, though slaving on
smaller seale wus carricd on almp the
ot Coast prior to that. By 1704, Why-
nh—a eoastal territory of the vapuely
scribed kingdern of Ardra—had risen
¢ promincnse because of slaves. Duea to
multiplicity "ol Fuctors, both African
sod Lurepean, Whyduh organized an
efficient “port of trade;™ became free of
inland Avdra. and then atiracted the at-
Jtentiurn of Dahomey. The mulk of the
business of the port was not affceied by
the change of sovereigns in 1772, how-
v
1o definipg and describing his notions
of primitive. archalc, and modem ceon-
ninies, Polamvi helps put Ardra, Whydah,
Dahwmey, and trsding Eurcpe in per-
spective. Hix analysis of the functioning
af the Dahomean cecnomy, characterized
by “redisiribulion” in the state sphere and
“reciprecity” and “householding™ in the
local, non-state sphere, is impottanl in
isell: it also aids in comparing and con-
trasting the traditional seonomy with the
international port of trade al Whydah.
The high point of the ook is the discls-
sion of sortings, ounce trade, gald ounres,

ETHNOGRAPHY OF THE DLD KINGDOM, . by

and ecowries in West Africa.  Polanyi
demonsirates that it was the Foropeans
who had to make the greater adjustment
in this fnternational trade.

The hook suffers from one major Faull
—poor orgamization. The historical nar-
Calives, lor instance, are spoead unpre-
dictably throughour, Dhes, cven cen-
luries, are sometimes unclear. While for-
mal footnoews would have clutered the
pages, one wishes for more of them, as
well as maps. (Citations within the text

do, however, enable the Teader w know -~
w3

st SOurces. 2

The Fun of Dalomey, by W, 1. Argyle,
is complementary to Polanyi's sindy, pro-
viding histerical amd ethnographic infor-
mation show the "Old Kingdom ™ Un-
like Polanyi's book, Argyle’s work s
superbly organized, progressing with his-
torical _information from_the cstablishe-
ment of the kingdom through the nine-
teenth century, followed by studies ‘of
various aspects of Dahomean Kingship.
local government, socisl oroanization in-
cluding cooperutive institutions, anhd re-
ligion. Information {rom publications by
others is sorted, analyzed and incisively
critivized, and presented with little am-
higuity, There is a clear and muech
meded dingram of suceesgion within the
lineage; Lhis is information which Palamy
alsr mives. but in o form much mere
difficult to comprehendl. And unlike Po-
Lanyi, Atgyle cipands on materials deriv-
ing [rosn Herskowits concerning cooper-
ative institutions, in particular the work
growp known as dekpwe. For strictly
Dalomesn mallers, Argyle's work is the
hetter presented and much more carefully
analveed, He is not concerned with the
non-African foreign relations of Dahoney
to any grewt extent, however, and Why-
duh {5 only lightly touched wpon.

Argyle uses an historical presentalion
even when discossing  anthropological
data. In saddirion w & straipht accoudmt
of who came from where and whe puled

“whepn and did what, the author codeavors

throughout 10 demonstrale how the cvolu-
tion of political, religiows, secial. aod
sconomic instimutions was  ioteriwined.
He thus avolds cerors Polanyi somctimes
commily by relying too heavily upon the
anthropological present. Argyle eschows
anthropological jargom, thereby protecting
readers in other disciplines from stum-
bling uwer terms.

Neither of the authors reports having
done original field work, While the work
of cach would have been improved by
on-the-spot investipation. the two hodoks
make readily available to readers inopor-
tant information deriving from French
and FEnglish langoage sourees, aod new
insights. Both deserve a place on u well-
stoeked Africun bookshelf, not only he-

{Continued on page 54)
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN AFRICA?

ASK PEOPLE WHO KNOW—THEY READ

Africa Confidential

(AS DO 51X TY~THH.‘;;E GOVERNMENTS)

As Africa 1960-66, this British newsletter has established a
pre-eminent reputation for insight and cbjectivity in discus-
sing the contamporary African political and economic scene,
It ia now required reading in African embassies, most univer-
sity African studies departments, and businesses working
in the comtinent, " 'waiva heads of state subsénibe. Ttis read
in Peking as well as the State Department, Pratoria as well as
Dar-es-Salaam. Write forinformation about subscriptions* ta:

AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL
. 33 RUTLAND GATE

*A year's issues {25) for
$25 (815 1o students) LONDON, S.W.7
including air-mai postage ENGLAND

Seeking a Publisher?

Book publication 15 one of the fopndatiom stones of a scholar’s carcer
in paining recognition and advancement,

Under i speizl weademic imprinl, Expesiiion-Univerdry offeri yow
a complete publishing service . . lncluding edirerial supervision, a

T L T . .. el

Your inguivies and manuscripts arc invited (all subjects welcomed).
An editorial report furnished without obligation,

FREE: Two fact-filled, illustrated brochures cxplain the behind-the-
scenes story of publishing, describe our first edition plan, and present
a breakdown of contract terms and typical costs.

Write Dept. B85 B

EXPOSITION PRESS, INC.

285 Park Avenve South
Mew York 18, Mew York

dynamic marketing and promotiona] program, and professional distri-
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cause of their inlrinsic importance, buol
also because too little of the serious re-
search on Fronchspeaking Almica  ap-
penrs i Hoplish.

—Fictorin Bomba Coifman

RENGH AID, by TERESA HAYTER (London:
verseas Development Institute, Ltd., 1968),
0 pages, 20-, paperback.

e Owerscas Deovelopment Institute was
styblished in 1960 as a non-govern-
neftal body “aiming 1o ensurc wise ac-
in the ficld of oversess develop-
* paing granly from the Ford Toun-

Aritish institufions, and British
¥ to fpamee sodies for thul por-
puode, Krenelt Aid is part of a series that
incl 1de§\"[humul; White's Germmn Aid,

an Appriisal of LS aid programming in
Tunikia, Wwnd studies of Brlish aid. Ta
juded frotp the present volumw, the serles
wurrdpts  Atteotion as oo key to wndeér-
standing (e aid policics and adininistra-
tive mpchinery of several countrics in-
valved Yin Africa and the rest of rhe
cmn;:rgin\g worpld,

—

Miss Wayidr Deoing with a hisworieal
survey chay fedds up Lo dhe Freoch Govy-
ernmcor-cokprfsioned Jeannency report
ol 1943, which was inlended to [nd o
rationale Tofy, aid  fellowing the "“com-
pleten of depolonizaion™ The repord
critigized renkh procedurcs und recom-
mended improvements, but its moost sig-
niflcant sectionsy were, in Miss Hayter's
view, those which set forth the reusens
lor continuing French  aid:  humani-
rariamizm, the rovoagement of French
cullure, and lonp-térm pelitical and weo-
nomic advaniages, o that eorder. These
themes Teappedr inyeounterpoint 1o the
day-lo-day administragion of aid by what
the author calls a “hdwiidering diversity
of instilutions and orgynizations”
Munctional analvsis, bopported by no-
metous  glatistical cabldg, crodles urder
amid e diversicy by Yorting oot the
relatienskips amons-the-palivical wod-eco-
nonie orgsns of the Frendh Government
thar arc cogaped in assistajicc Programs,
There is a two-page disgrarp ol the lead-
g participanis—ihe Minigries of Tors
eign Affairs and Beonoenees bind Finance,
the Ministry of Stawe for
partmznts and  Territories,
Alricy-orienied Secretariat o

French  “zlphabet  apenvies” ;
CHEDIE.. FINES, FIDHIM, SATEC, wf

vielopanenl,

As o goide hrough the Tabyri
ook is probably uniges in Toglish,

AFRICA REFORT, MARCH |1I9I57
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STONES, SACKS AND COWRIES

3 507

“KARL PoLaxyl (in collaboration with Asrabaxt RousiEm) 1 Dafiomer and the Shove Trade, An Analysis of an

Archaic Econony. 204pp. Unlversity of Washington Press, (Amerlzan University Publishers Groug), £20s.
W I ARcYIR ¢ The Fon of Dukorpey. A Higtory and Tihnography of the Oid Kingdem. 2I0pp. OGxdord

Tmiversily Press, 30y,
Dahoney wak one of the maost inter-
esting Wesl Afrizan stales. The esin
forest of the Guinea ooasl i3 hers
broken at one point, where, for a
variely  of climatic reasons,  tha
favanna chartacleristic of ihe inland
Suden almost fowhes the coash
Wheoever  occupied  this  [unnel-
shapod area caatroled trade-sronies
wiich assamed cxceplin:ml 3111[:!1::':-
HIEC &% S00n 45 Buropedns driived
by sea. O e coast itse.f, however,
the fringe of trading poris of which
Whydah and Porta Mavie wers e
mash nofable) was Taraely protectad
by swamps. The stale of Dahomey
inherited these condiiions in (he lals
eevaiiicenih cenlary, The kifgdom
had oo noiural indand boundaries, It
could onlv try to keop the finnel

‘elear of the encroackments of the

Ashanti ta the wesl (a celatively easy
pratter], and of the Yoruha kingdom
of Owvo to the east—n meh harder
problian. I the end e kings took
permanently to the offensive. “[hey
were forced to anney the buier sialz
of Ardra when 1his proved unuble
to keen dpen fhe rowic from e 1o,
and finally in 1727 they allached
Whydah durcetly to their siale. The
“aorl of tade ™ wilh its Buropean
factors was an enfity alien to the
archmic coonamy of Dahoney. Both
in the cighieenth and thz nineteenth
certuries the kings iried to el tha
Tannglish Lo take it over. Thay wanled
a stehle sabordinale adininistration
in ihe pont bud eculd aas themselves
secure it.  The Epplish relusad the
tushe, The Kings came to rely upno
a Porfgucie faciar whese faniiy
beeame thie Covdls. 1o theic Tudors,
The Ovo kingdom exucted toibute
unlil [818. “lhen Tor morz than
fifiy wears the wenkened Yoruba
glates  were  hemselves constantly
attacked by the Dahpomerins, woo
pepetrated to Abeokula for the Jast
tirne: in 1873, The inesssant militiny
activiy of Dmbhomey tver two con-
birioy Jed to an cxiraordinary cen-

& -

e T AR R A T :

tralizatiosr of the siate. The wars
ledl - e slavetrade and its roeturms
npheid the staze,  Despite the blood-

stained  ewents  of  ahe mnnual
“Cusioma ™, Dahemey it pre-

senled & ooulm and ordesly - seens
according to the moest Idealived
acooaditaz: there was & royal road,
and marhels with fixed prices, organ-
ized bordellos, even ap  anaual
oL, .

Boh these bouks ars new adedises
of (he dooumentasy evidenss, The
sludy by Karl Polaper, puh]fﬁhed
postammously, is the tour de farue
wi stoweld cxpect froon this pioneer
of esonumic  anthrepalegy, D
Airyles ig a moie modest work atuch
orverlieless acis l Cmes (5 8 onl-
rective to Do Poanyi’s cocasionally
over-ready  acceptance of . the
spurces The Dahonievan cenils as
desoribad by Herskawids  (wahershy
Impz of stones wWooe kopt o sacks
mmarked wich ecnblems for boys; gl
men and women), the astonisl
TRANLIE & 3

&
fem of wital Tepliatration,
the annual census ol pims, ad mmuch
clsc, ate porhaps o twenkicth-¢entury
dresun m oJmrege pact. Al Dr Arggle
.‘-ihj‘h: : 3 .

THerskwies] Rimseil tells ns thay ™ Che
aoccant ol ihe ceisns and the laxulion
systema ol e Kingdoen o . . were volun-
teored Ji ghe very Last day of s Gold=
work in Ahamey | . Jand were] ziven
peivalely, in che seclusion of the sgeonds
gzorey Town of [a] house ., %0 Whon
the soovunt af the sn-called cecsus was
read by M, Mzupod of e Preach
colonia service L Whe ex-king Ago-i-
agho and his suite 0t teak a Ltle while
tor them o Tecover (Tom the eakallon
which gy reading io thesy o pour
attivie had sawsed " :
Nevertheloss the adminigitasive in-
ventivensss of Pihomey was pens
tine. The mobilizalion of Qe et
foree af palace women into an wd-
minislzalive | Strocture  mirroring
faat of the skate was brilliant, Each
aflizial had his ¥ mobher " inside the
palace who mastered bis portiolio

and was his chagoet to the kiaz
Tovery anilrssaddaon wroradiog oego-
tianlor was assipmed & simpilar polace
malher who woald alwavs be prosent
during his business and woud re-
mamber all previpus phass=y of it
The crention by the Kings of an elils
femzte Body-miard, which later be-
cirrme i vegiment of the army (volon=
leeis,  ¥itping  and  pensionable)
veas A owical developomenl.

D Tedanyi™s seonomic anacvsis of
ihe alave orade boars upon 4 more ex-
lemsive fepion @yan Dahemey alona,
The areount of The <develpment
from: bacier 10 an exchigse system
basect on powries wiih & gold rae of
32000 to ke ovnce is of greet intes-
esl. A trade “ounce™ valued i
pogds at oondy 16,000 cowrics slso
gasted, There werz, then, two ox-
change rates: ons in gold, and oos
mopoods plus 00 per ce=nl peolitc
Dz, Polanyi's skill lies in showing that
these pracallel rates snade it possiboe
o 2stablish a fivm acoointing busis
by wheeh the factors ooald secura
leps acedil, while leaving wn=
gturbed the [ixed Dacrer values
eatalizhed for poods on the coast
By usape. The cowrie currency was
0 sopaiglicalsd  dewcs  joining A
world pold price 1o an " acchaic ¥
SLUNEILIC 5SS, ; ;

. Pelaayis. bock is tken more
that & study of Dahomey. s a fur-
ther astep in the process of un-
dermining ethnecentric assampions
in the  approagch o economics
apgd  foor that Teason anerils A
wider resdecship than Africanisis
aline.  Meilhal of thase books mves
the Tull story of Duhomey jsell The
Fow o weondd et complate
awndesn analysis ol Joe compulsive
cornglementary  dualism by owhich
oflicials and aruclures were dupli=
gatesd, anrd theough whish women
weere fully maohilized as the svuice of
palacs eontrol. Pethaps Do, Argyle
whose own acceunt is of tnierest will
wndertake Lhis task for us.
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