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INTRODUCT ION

by

Count Michasl Kfrolyi,

I hope the rsader will rsceive with goodwill this first
publicatlion of the Hungarian Council in Great Britain., In this
little bulletin the reador wilil find all our offiecigl statements
and publications and all the mossages we send to the Hungarian

people, and I beliovo, will be ablec to form a pilecture of the initial
work of the Counecil,

I have made it cloar before and shoud like to repeat now,
that the Hungerian Council in Croat Britain doecs not pretend to be a
shadow-Government It 1is tho -Hungarian pcople themselves who, once
liberatcd from Hitleris and Horthy's tyranny, will have to chooge
thelr own Govornmont. At tho same time, however, we bolicve that
the Hungarlan Council has an important mission - and that i1s to
speak in the name of tho Hungarian people and express what we hope,
is the opinion of the majority of our nations  The Hungarian Couneil,
which unites all patriotic Hungarians living in this country,
Irrespective of political partics, also feels it 1its duty to support
the Hungarilan rosistance movement by all Possible means, because we
kmow that it 1s vitally important for Hungary's future that her
people should clearly provo to the world that thoy are not identical
with the country's present traitor aulsling régime.

Hungary, unfortuncztely, has rocently often been in the
newse The worldis attention was fixod on Hungary whon the German
army Yook up its position thero; thon the barbarous racial and
political porscecutions followod; tho porsecution of Jows and the
beginning of thoir systomatic oxt rmination in tho gas=chambers of
Poland stirrecd the conascicneco oi the whole civilized world; flnally
Hitlor's and Horthy's blaclmnil - throatoning to ki1ll tho whole
Jowish population of Hungory unlcss they recoive modical supplios
end lorries to bo ugod against tho Russlansg - Increased, if this was
possiblec, tho hatred and contumpt of all decont poople threughout
the flve continents.

. Wo belileve that Hovchy and his accomplices bear o primary
responslbility in all theso crirca, Horthy's régime boasts of
being the first faseist régino of the world, and this claim is only
too truo. Tventy~-five ycars ago Horuny's rule gtarted with Jowilsh
pogroms; on¢ of Horthy’s Prime Ministers, Gyula G8mbBs was the first
to conclude an alliance with Nazi Gormany: tho régime has been
atrongly anti-British; Horthy's :ule always served the interest of

& Tew privilcged classos and was always hostile to the true interests
of the Hungarian pocople, His troachorous attacks on Czechoslovakia,
Jugoslavia and Tinally on tho foviet Union plunged our country into
the utmost misery and cxposcd it to mortal dangers.
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! During tho last fow months boforc the oecen tion tho ]
Horthy régimc scoing that Hitlor's war was lost, trigg to got out
of ite In tho last war Emporor Charlcs approachod the Allics
through his brothor-in-law, Princo Sixtua; 1in this war Horthy
usod a whisporing propoganda to rake 1t undorstood that he had
boon forcod Into tho war ond at the bottom of his hoeart he had
alwaye bocen a truo friocnd of the Anglo-Saxon powors, Emperor
Charlecs, whon his offor of a scporate poaco was turncd down, throw
in his int wlth the Kaisor, and Horthy too, whon his whispﬂ%ing
carpalgn misfired, becamc subsorvicnt to Hitlor without further
rosorvationses Ho crowncd his long 1list of crines by boing guilty
of not rﬂaiatinf the German Arny, and now with the shamcful ond
torrible extermination of the Hungarion Jows,

Wo considor our fight against the Gorman and Horthy's
traitor réginmc tho sacred causc of Hungarys We lmow that only the
comploto and docisivo victory of tho Unitod Nations can bring
dellvorance to Hungary, and wo aro convincod that the Hungarian
people rmast have thoir sharc in this fight for froodom,

That is why we publish this 1ittle bulletin, We wont to
inform our Hungarian compatriots in this country and overseas
about tho activlitics of thc Council, But first of all wo want to
inform British and Alliod public opinion of our dolngs ond weo
sinceroly hope that we shall be ablc to raiso British and Allied
intorost and gain support for our couso, which is the truc causoe of
the Hungarian Pocoplo and the causc of tho whole of civilisod
hhuamanity.
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./ CONTACT WITH THE ALLIED GOVERNMENTS

From tho first mass-ricoting of the Hungarilan Council in
Groat Britaln, which was hcld on the 23rd April, 1944, a grcetings
teclogran was sent to the threc zroat loaders of the "Tchoran”
powors - Mre Churchill, Presidcnt Hoosevelt and Marshal Stalin who
were 1nformecd of the forrmtion of the Council, The telegran
explalned that tho Council'!s forcign policy would be based on the
principlcs of tho Tcheoran declaration as well as on the recognition
of the fact that Hungary rmst givo up her German orientation and
cooperate closoly with hor Slav neighbours. This telegran also
pledged tho Council's full cooperation in furthoring the Allied War
Effort and to do cverything in its pawer to bring home to the
Hungarian poople tho fact that only an Allied vietory can secure
tholr fuburc.

Official contact was soon established with the british
Forelgn Office. Mres Goorge Hall, Undorsocrotary of Statoc for
Forcign Affalrs, roceived Count Hﬁrnlyi in the namo of Mre Edcn.
Count Kfrolyil had an opportunity of explaining the Council's ainms
arxd plans to lMr. Hall.

To the Poreign Ministers or Logantions of the othor Allied
Nations theo following lottor was sent by the President of tho
Hungarian Council:

"Your Excecllcney,

I have tho honour %o notilfy you of the
formntion of the Hungarian Council in Great
Britain which uritos all Buppapion orgehisations
in thls country and which is supported by large
scctlons of Hungarians living overseas.

Tho Councill has 1ssucd a Programme of Action
which I beg to cncloge for your consideyatione."
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"I arn confidont that tho Hungorion Gﬂﬁncil |
iIn Greoat Britain will be ablo to contribute
to the war cffort of tho United Natlonsg
by mobilising antl-Fdsclst Hungarians
1iving in Hungary and abroad to rosist
;gtivclx Hitlorlte Gormany and the Horthy
BATG o

"Tho Hangaricn Council in Groat Britain

1s also inspirod by tho wish to proriote -
cordlal relations with all the Allicd

Nations and with the nolghbouring astatog

and 1t 1s convincod that a Progroassive

and truly donocratic Hungary will contributc °
to poace and socurity in Europo "

S8irilar lctbors worc alaso sont %o the All Slav GCormittoe
tho Frooc Austrian Movoriont and tho Danish Counecil, 4

IHE INVASION OF EUROPE

AfTor tho succossful Anglo-Saxon invasion of Normandy
the President of the Hungarian Counocil sent congratulatory
mos#ges to Mr. Churchlll and General de Goulle, and a proelarmtion
to the Hungarian pcople whloh wns broadecast by %hn B.BeCa's

Hungarian Socrvico.

"Doar Prino Minlstor," (sald the first lotier
"On bohalf of the Hungarilan Council and rmyse
LI should llko to oxprcss ny groat sdmiration
for tho British Arny, Navy and Air Foraees Tho
wholo world 1s watching with broathloss anxtoty
the groat historic battlos which are now boing
fought 1in France ond which also bring noarer the
liberation of Hungary. Tho Hungarians in this
country arc cager to redouble thoir part in tho
war offort and I sincoroly beliove that many
Hungarians at homc will prove, whon their heur
of 1llboration arrivce, that they arc ready %o
sacriflco rmch in ordor to shake off Hitlor's
and Horthy's fascist yoko."

Tho following lctter wag writton to tho Head of the Proneh
Provisional Govornments

"Monsilocur lo Présidont,
Dc la part du Consell Hongrols en Grande
Brotagne ot do mol-mfmo, jo ddsirec faire part
4 vous et au pouple frangails, nos sincdros
salutations on co rnomont historiguo. Nous
sormeos certalns que lo pouple fecongais dont la
résistance héroique fut organisée par vous,
rouvera sa grandour de nouvenu pendent gette
prouve et nous suiyona avec adniration le
ragnifiguo r8le joud par los armées frangaises
dans les batailllos gqul ragent on cc nmoment suy

le Continont 4 'Burope."

"J'al toujcurenongidepd la France corme me secondo
patric; Js no doutc pas qu'elle sera libepdo -
do la tyronnie d'Hitlor et du hontoux pégime
de Viechye Jo sals aussl que cecs victorieusos
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batalllos aidont 4 rapprocher la 11bération
do la Tongric du fasclsrno allomand ot hongrols."

Pinally this messago was broadeast to the Hungarian
peoplo:

"With tho vistoriocus fight of the Anglo-fneriecan
forces In Normandy, tho war has reached its lost
and deoclsive phasgo, The Atlantic Wall, which
was consldered imprognable, has been brolken
through after a few days flghting, The qi—.l’estﬂrn
offenaive goes on victoriously: 4n Italy,
Kosselring's beaten army 1s on the run, in
dlgsorranisod colwms; on tho Eastern Front, the
Red Arny has startod 1ts tremendous offensive

on the Northcrn Scctor, ilitler 1s anxiously
watehlng the Wostern, Eaatern and Southern
territorlos: whore 1s the next terrible blow to
fall on hils Hazl prison-fortresse"

"The Hungarion Council in Great Britain, under

the presldency of Michasl Kirolyl - the organa
isatlon which holds together all the patriotic
partios of froo Hungariana, - calls on overy
honest Hungarian with this extrerely scrious
proclanation. Tize is urging us} The right
norient is herel Hungarian soldier: do not
86rvo tho cause of Hitler who 1s our country's
enerniy; do not serve the couse of Horthy who is
a traltor to our fatherland. ‘Desert and join
the Red Apry. hunzarian Worker: Hungarian
Farmer:: thce interest of your country, your
fardly and your own interest forbid you to
produce for Horthy and his accomplices. In the
8plrit of the National Independent Front we rmast
turn our weapon - the patriotic weapen of strike,
sabotage and partizan warfare - against Hitler and
Horthye. Ve rmst fight for a decont place for

our people ariongat the froedom lovinz nations of
the world., e rmst fight for a new Hungary,
built upon a foundation of soeial Justice and
deoncratic liberties - a now Hungary in which the
worker has a worthy place, the peasant has land
and overy citizen can enjoy a human and free life,.”

GOLLECTION FOR TITO'S ARMY

The Hungarian Council has 2ssucd acvoral proclamations
to the Hungarian peoplc, éncouraging them to join Marshal Titots
partizan armies and fight sids by side with Titols heroic guerilla-
Tighterss There is a full Hungarian unit, the Petdfi-Brigade,
Incorporated in Marghal Tito's arriocs. This brigade 1s reorulted
from Hungarians of Jugoslav citizenship and according to General
Velebit, 1t has distinguishvd i1tself in several battles, The
Hungarian Council in Great Britain btries to do everything possible
To support the Jugoslav partizans and decided 4o organise a large-
gcale ecollectlion of medical suppiics, elothing and noney for the
benefit of Tito!s arries and the Pﬂtgfiuﬁrigﬂda. This initilative
has beon welcomed by Marshal.Tito's London representative and the
Hungarian Council was assurod that the goods will be zent over to
Jugoalavia by Tito's cormittce es soon os faellities allow it,



On tho 25th May tho following rcssage wes sont to the
Al1 8lav Rally in London:

"On bohalf of tho Tungnrilan Council 1n Groct
Britain, and rnysclf, I sond 1y hoortiest grootings
to the Slav Rallye. Iivory honost Hungarian
patriot is decply asharei of the cririos cormitted
by Horthy and tho Hungarion ruling elass asadinst
the neighbouring Slav Statos: the trcachorous
attaclts on Czochoslovalia, Jupoalavia and tho
Soviet Union., The Hungarian Council 1n Gront
Sritaln will do its utnost to lay the foundation
of fubture good relationship bectwecon Hunpoary and
the nelghbouring Slaov notions, boecause 1t 1is our
doopest convietion that tho future, denoceratic
Hungary rmst givo up the country's Gorrnan
orientation forover, and basc her foreign policy
on collaboration with Iungery's 8lav neighbours,
with the Soviot Unlon as well as with the

Western Deonioeraciecs, in the spirit of the
Tehoran deelaration,”

"I have no doubt whatover that onee tho Hungarian
people will be ablo to oxproas their will freuly,
they will condorsc this foreisn policy with
enthusiasri, and I an alac convinced that tho
Hungarian-Slav collaboration will be an inportant
factor in building up tho future, donocratie,
anti-fascist and progrossive Burope aftor tho ware®

THE PUERSECUTION OF JEWS

The Hungarian Council in Great Dritain has sont home
the following broadeast-appecal tc the ilungarians, on bohalf of thoe
persccuted Jews In Hungary:

"The Budapest traltor-Governmcnt chose the

Jows of Hungary as scapegoats, in ordor to

draw off public attention from the terrible
plizht in which Hungary finds herself owing to
thelr irrespcnsible policy., The Hunpgarian Jews
have to suffer in ordor thatllungarians shounld
think lesa of the Hungarian soldlers who ore
massaered in Kussia for Gorman interests, of the
Social Injustice prevailing in the country and
of the foct that our country has been transforrmed
Into a Nazl gau."

"Tho lungarian Council in Great Britain soleomnly
warns overybody that the hour of rockoning will
arrive for the cerlmes committed egainst Hungarian
Jowse The arch=crininals will have to pay with
tholr lives and ovorybody who has taken any share
in the oxocution of these laws, will bo hold
responsiblc and punished accordingly,”

"The Hungarian Councll in Groat Britain appeals
to the consclcnce of overy ducent Hungarian and
drawg attontion to the fact that the rmartyrdom
of tho Jows 13 not only a Jowish affair but also
a Hungarian casc. The public opinion of the
victorious United Natlions watches with disgust
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and contempt events In Iungarye Horthy

and his accomplices started thnelr relgn 25
years ago with the porsecution of the Jews,
provoking then the publie opinilon of “he whole
civilized world; now, boforc its fall, the

gario régime blackens the Hungerian namo once
again,”

"It is tho duty of cvory patriotic Hungarilan to
provo to tho whole world that the Hungarians

aro not barbarinns. It 1s the duty of ever
patriotlc Hungarian to help their Jewish followe
men, even 1f this necans danger for them, hide
thoem and help thor1 to escapo. Hungarians rmst
follow the oxample of tho Freonch, Danes and Tito,
use thelr means, sabotage end strike, and defend
the country's good reputation and very oxistonce.
It 1s not only in tho interest of the Jows but

the interost of the future uﬁ.ﬂnngq ‘that
;Ehgarinns should provo th:i tho poop Eﬂh“ who
in recont yoars wore thought to be moro decent
than the Gorman poople - are not identical with

tholr sadistlc puppet-govornmont."

THE WORID'S PRESS ON THE FORMATION OF THE
HUNGARTAN COUNCIL IN GREAT BRITAIN

The World's Progs pald considorablo attention to the
formatlion of the Hungarian Council in Groat Britain., Yearly all
the national dailly papers ricntioned the fact that the Council had
been established and some of thom publishod several articles about it
The Sunday and the week-end popers as woll as a number of the groat
Ameylean, Swedish, Swiss and Turkish papers gave detailed accounts
of this new event. in Hungarian politiecal l1lifo,. Nearly all corments
emphagiseéd the fact that all Hungarions, irrespoctive of party, are
repreasented in the Council and mény of them peid tribute to Count
Kérolyl's outstanding porsonality and his long and undaunted Tight
agalnst Fasclame "The Now Stateaman and Netion," for instance, in
1ts 13th May issue, writes as follows: |

' "The Hungarians in this country realised the

' requirerments of tho\ momont after Hitlor's
march on Budapost; ‘the thre¢ strongest Free
Hungarian movemonts have united in a coalition
and are now in tho Hungarian Council in Englland.
Thls body bas accrptog Count KArolyi's loader-
shlp and radical prograrmo of action. This body
ineludes r~.. . zatativey of constitutional
oonasrvative groups, the)\adhoronts to the
dissolved Smallholdor'!s Party and the anti-
Fasclst Qatholics as woll ‘as moderate and
radlcal Liberals, Bocial Domocrats, Corrmunists
énd othors, |Messages from such a coalltion
would certainly impress the Hungarians if our
propaganda authorltios wbuld seo that they receive
the publicity regquired. Tho Gormans and theipr
Hungardan agents show on increasing nervousness
about Count Kdroiyi's ondeavour to build up a
Hungarlan res’s%ance movoment which might be a
link botwecen tho GCzochosiovak and the Jugoslaw
Partisans. Hoedly one day has recently passed
without a venomous attack on the Hungarian Council,
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vur task should be teo make thisg nervousness
as great as possible",.

The Brltish and foreign press followed the Counelllsg
activities with great interest. The "Yorkshire Pogt" for instance
in 1ts 14th June 1issueo, deseribed Count Kirolyi's visit to Mr. Ganréa
Hall In these words:

"T learn that Count Kirolyl, 0x-Primo Minister

of Hungary, has rocontly had an intorview with

Mr. Goorge Hall, Undorsoerotary for Foroign
Affalrss It had bocn arranged that Count Kdrolyi
should secc Mr. Edon, but owing to the Foreign

Scerctary's preossurc of businoss Mr. Hall deputimed
for him."

"Count KArolyl attondod the intorview as Chailrman
of tho Hungarian Council and as unofficial leader
of the ninc hundrod thousand Hungarians in Ameriea,”

RMhere 1s no gquostion of tho Hungarian Council
boing receognised as an official podye But 1%

1s folt in Hungarlan quartors that Count Kdrolyl's
interview with Mr. Hall should rosult in British
oncouragoment for the Councills work. It 1s

also hoped that moro time may be allotted to

the Council's mombors to spoak through the B,B.C,.Y"

On the 3rd May, tho Hungarian Council held a press
raception at which £Lount Kfirolyl oxploined tho Council's DI'OgIranmne
and anawered gquestions. As a rosult of the roports published about
thlis pross conferonce, the govornment controlled Hungarian press
delivored a sories of venbrious attacks on the Council, The
Hungarian Council in Great Britain sends tho following answer to
these attacks published in tho Budapcst PrCS8Se

./ ANSWER TO THE BUDAFEST PRESS
ISSUED BY THE HUNGARTIAN GOUNCIL IN GREAT BRITATN

W6 bhave read the nowly arrivod Hungarian ncwspapers and
roalise that official Hungarian propaganda is trying to mislead the
country's public opinlon by publishing libollous statements about
the Hungarian Council in Great Britain and folsifying 1ts prograrme.,
Articles published in Budapest newspapers allege that the alm of
the Councll 1s to squandor away Hungory's territory and reestablish
the Trianon fronticrs. In contrast to those statements the fact is
that the maln endeavour of the Hungarian Couyncil is to do its utmost
in supporting all thoso Hungarian forcos which are carrying on the
flght against Horthy end Hitlor, bocauso the succossful conclusion
of this fight 1s the only possiblewy to a better national futuree

The Council does not recognise any increase in Hungary's
territory which was acquired through tho help of Hitlerite Germany
as rlght or justified, becausc thesc incroases in territory do not -
serve the true Interests of the nation; on tho contrary, they
endangor the country'!s independence and make of Hungary a holpless
Gorman satolllite. The Council, howovor, expressed the following
principle in its programmc: "It is our firm conviction that by their
flght against Hitlorite Germany and the Horthy régime tho Hungarian
people will goln the trust & holp of tho Alliod Groat Powers and of
the noighbourihg pooplcs. Idkowilse wo trust that the territory of
tho new domocratic Hungary wlll bc scttlod at the peace conferenco
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by the Allies and the interested natlons 1n the spirlt of right- .
fulnegs and equity.?

It 18 ridiculous to volce these accusations against
Mlshael KArolyi. t was not Michael Kérolyi who plunged the nation
into the war of 1914 -~ Into the war which snded with the Treaty of
Trianon. It was not. Michasl Kédrolyl who signed the ireaty of '
Trianon. On the other hand it was Michaol Kérolyi who, during the
present war, warned the nation againgt taking part in the war on the
side of the Germans. With the particlpatlon in the war ths netion
has been exposed to mortal dangera. It 1s Wichael Kdrolyi'a
intention to save his natlon from these dangers and that is why all
patrictic Hungarlans living in Great Britaln unlited in the Hungart n
Gcuncll which has been formed undcr hils presidency.

The “ouncil is doing overything, is going to do evorything in its

power to help those natlonal foreces which fight courageously against
Horthy and Hltler lnside Hungary, in order that they may be able to
conclude thelr struggle victorlously and scecure a botter future for

our nation,

= -

i THE ATTEMPT ON HITIER'S LIFE

After tho attompt on Hitlor's 1life the Hungarian Council
in Great Sritaln sont tho following rcssage to the Hungarian arrys

"The bomb which exploded at Hitler'!s Eoad Quarters
moans tho beglnning of the Goerman collapse. The
final collapse cannot. be delayed for long and theo
ruins will bury Hungoery too, unless + e Hungarian
arriy becomos conscious of 1ts responsibillity
now, at the very last hour.”

"The Goerman Genérals, being in possession of the most

j rellable reports and knowing best the reeal meaning
of thesc reports, saw only one way of saving what
could still be saved: to dispose of Eitler and his
accomplices. Himmler's terror, the work of the
execution squads, Goering's admission of the
exlstence of a countor-government and the frenszied
efforts of Gorman propaganda prove all too clearly
that tho Nazi party was faced by a wide-apread,

' ' largo-acale conspiracy.”

"Hungarian officers and soldlers! Even the Gocrman
army rovolted againat the pesople's real enemles.
The hour of actlon and brave deeds has arrived for
youl Tho Gorman oppressor has weekened. The
mortal fist, which 1s ¥neping the Hungarians down
has boccme more fat'a, 7The German soldiers, in
hoadlong ritycuu before the Allles, are buaﬁ at the
moment watching one another with suspiclone

"Pungarian officers and soldiers{ Revolt egainst
tho Gorman enomy and Horthy's Hungarian flunkerys

who obey Yerman orders and pocket Gormian morks.
Train your weapons agtlnsgt those who oppress and.
plunder your countrye Do not allow the Gormans,
when thoy will be chased through Hungary by the
Russians, to plunder and loot your country and steal
what they have overlooked so far, Disarn the

Nazis who occupy Hungary. Turn against those
cowardly and spineless Hungurlan politiclans, generals
and of'ficersa, whose wretchod life und Gerran noney
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"TREASON AGAINST A FEQPLE HAS NEVER BWEN MORT SHAMETUL!,, ... ™

By
Dr. George Buday, A.R.E,

(Member of the Hungarian Council in Great Britain)

These lines from e poem by an exiled Hungsrian poet, whose
meny works were pulped down in the paper mills by the faseist
authorities at home, while he continues his inspircd broadcasts from
one of The cepitaels of the United Netions, occurs to us, when to our
bitter diseppointment, we find Hungary alonc in the Hitlerite camp
88 the laat satellite of Germeny. That this could have happened to a
nation whose existence and aspirations throughout the centurics were
80 deeply charascterised by the ideas of frecdom end whosc history is
& long succession of revolts and wars of liberty,is,indced, heart-
breeking and & bitfer expericnec for cvery Hungarian patriot on the
free soil of Britein snd is the only gell in the onthusizem, delight
and edmiration with which we follow the news of glorious and -
decisive military victories of thc great coalition of frecdom-loving
nations over Hitlerite rezction.

No doubt it was this succegsion of military defeets of the
Hitlerite forces which mede other satellites able to shake off their
own qulisling governments, end &t the lest moment to escape from the
camp of the beaten Axis, However paradoxicael it may sound it was
the lack of direct experience of defeat in the homeland or devestating
alr raids which ensbled the totaliterisn end counterrevolubionary
regime in Hungery to withstend the revolutionary outburst for peece
of the Hungerien messes. In these circumstences it should be
remembered as a& proof of the genuine longing for peace and for liber-
etlon from the yoke of the Horthy-Hitler alliance, that the democratie
partles and masscg of the Hungorian lcgel and illegel oprosition wore
amgngst the first in fescist Europe, geographicelly only & fow miles
from Hitler's Hecdquarters!, who on o broed democrotie coalition
basis organised themselves into o strong popular front which wos able
to compel even the reactionary pro-foscist governmont to ocpply a
policy less oppressive in 1943 than that of Gen. Gimb®s' government in
the 19308, hoping thus to exploit the situation for its own purposes,
This, however, prcduccd & mislesding etmosphersc in the country,
causing mcre Iinrm than good. The opposition - or at least some of
ite leaders - committed the fetel misteke of co-operating with the
government, the mejority of which was only elermed, but for from
supporting a popular front solutign. As a result, when in the middle
of March,1944, the masses of the "MAGYAR FRONT" as i{ has been calling
1tself recently, led by the representatives of the IoA«. - wdent
Smallholders! Party, the Soclal Decmocrats, the Hungarisn Cummunist
Party end the Peace Party, demanded & clear-cul opposition line and &
definite break with Hoxrthy's governmcnts, Horthy and his entourage, &
thoroughly counterrevolutionary gang, were so much afraid of &
repetltion of October, 1918, that they took the suicidal and anti-
Hungarian step of March 19th. Gormen S8S-troops entered Hungary,



took over strategic points and the Gestaro, with the essistance
of its Hungarian counterpart began the guiek liguidation of
demoeratic crganisations and movements. Abroed opinions
differed sbout this 19th of March, the German cccupation of

Hungary. Meny of my countrymen did not share my opinion,
expressed on March 21st, when the news wag first made known in
London, but later events proved my suspicions to be justified,
that the cccupetion of Hungary by the Germans Lad been cerried
out with the epproval of Horthy and his gang if not af his
request. The Germen army prepared for this in Austrid before
the Ides of Merch, anticipating an anti-nazi outburst in Hungery
on thaet day., It may have been the Allied bombing of Austrie
which prevented the occupation until the 19th, Hcrthy and his
government were aware of these Germen manoeuvres ont déid nothing
to prevent the consequences, The demonatrations in Budapest
demanded that Horthy should take immediate sction but he con-
8ildered it the right thing for his own regime to accept the
German occupation as & protection and a defence of the Carpathien
Passes ageinst the Red Army. Horthy, who is no fool, wes sware
of the inevitability of Germany's ultimate defeat, but he acted
foolishly in attempting to barricade his regime behind the
Cerpathisnse in Rulhenle in the hope that he cculd gunrvive on that
front wilh German help while Germany was collepsing elscwhere!
Horthy was counting on the Red Army taking firast those territories
which were not made naturally more defeansible by geographical
features such as the plains of Poland, ete., snd hoping that he
would De sble to avert = Russien occupation after ths collapse
of Germany by maintalning contzrol of ceriain fterritories until
an inter-sllied commission should be evpointed, which in his own
conception could 8till be skin to the Eintente Commissions of 19191

Thus, in spite of &ll the lioscow and Tehersn decisions,
Horthy still baesed his policy cn svpposcd aifferences of Anglo-
American versus Boviet policies end heping that his regime could
survive threough Anglo-Americen inlervention.

General Lakatos, the prescnt Prime Minister, took the
game line in his recent spesch in the Hvngarian "Perliament™
whose opposition M.P.e are on his own admiesion, detained by
8 forelgn power" 1l.e.: Germeny, which, agein on his cwn admission
"infringes Hungarien sovereignty'"/ when pleading for mercy for
an innocent 1ittle netion who could bc useful later ..., -
obviously in sn interveniionalist war sgeinst the U.5.3 R ! ...
end this fantestice, still "anti-Comintern"” policy is made even
more grotesque by Ankara"s most recent report, that the government
hes expressed & prefercnce for an grmistice with cecupuation DY
Marshol Tito'!s armies cs cgoinst thosec of the Rod Army!

A11 these cunning and etupid, at the some tiane, machin-
ations moke it cbundantly clear thot the intorest of the ruling
eligque, not of Hungary is being studied in olil Thestc manocuvrces
and thus the poet ig right in assorting that "Trouson against o
people hos never been more shemeful", oand thet "ihe punishment of
the treitors must be compntible with 1617

Hungnrian patriots must insist thatl rodiezl lond-

distritution, freedom end liberty cchleved Ly the defoent of the
Horthv-regime become o finnl victory for the Jlungorinn people.

£5th September, 1044,
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CONTACT WITH THE ALLITD GOVERNMINTS

The Hungerisn Council in Great Britein endeavours to
maintain the closest possible conteet with his Ma jesty's Govern-
ment. Oount Michael Karolyl exchanged seversl importent letters
with Mr., George Hall, Under-Secretery of State for Forelgn Affairs
Owing to the kind consideration given by Mr. Hall and the Foreign |
0ffice to the Council's work, it has been possible to broadcest e
very great amount of messages and proclametions to the Hungarian
people, The BBC's Buropeen Division and the Hungarien Editor
have also gilven invaluable help to the Council and through their
courtegy it wes poseible To broadcest megsages promptly snd on
many occeslons the same messege wes sent out two or three times,
More than once Count Karolyl has reccived interesting end vsluable
first-hand information from events inside Hungary. Any informetion
was lmmedistely communieated to the various branches of the British
Government who heve expressed thelr epprecletion at recceiving thesc

megesages.

Soon after its formetion thc Hungerien Council notified
all the Allied Governments and also sent & copy of its programme
for consideration. Many Allied Govornments scnt letters of
acknowlodgment, and in many cascs fricndly and encouraging mcesages,
Replics have been received from the Soviet Fmbassy and from Mr,
John Winent, U.S., Ambassador. A further letfer was sent to
General de Gaulle, in which Count Karolyi congratuletcd the head of
the FPrench Governmont on thc succcssful beginning of the liberatien
of France. The Council rcceived the following reply in the nemc
of General dc Goulle:

"Monsicnr le Président,

Le Géneral de¢ Geullc n's pu wous éorirc
lui-mEme avont son. déport pour vous remecreicr
deés voeux quc vouse aviez bicn voulu lui fairec
parvenlr en votre nom ct au nom du Consell
hongrois ¢n Grande Brefogne au moment oun
s'ouvrait lo botaillc dc la 1libération, Il
m'a prié dc vous exprimer ses rcmcrciements
lce plus gsinctros et de vous dire combicn 11
ayolt &té touché por los scntiments dont vous
vous &tcg foit llinterpréte.

Je solsla cottoc occosion de vous remorelcr
de 1o pympethio que vous avez toujours témoignéce
& 1'égord de 1o Pronco. Jo nc douto pas quo 1o
1ibération de lo Hongric nc soit cllc désormais
prochaine,”

M. Jon Mosoryk, Forcign Minisicr of thc Czcocchoslovok
republiec in hig letter cxpresscd his hooc thot the Counell wounld
be pucccesful in its cim to mobilisc Hungnricne cgoinet Hitler
and Horthy. M. J.Bcch, Forcign Ministcr of Luxcmburg also
expresscd hie hopc thot fhe Council wounld be sueccssful in
roalising 1te cims, M. J.J.Moniz dc Arcgoo, the Brazilian
Ambogeador wrote in his leotter that he hod noted with plcesuarc
that the Hungorion Council hopcod to contribuic to the wor effort
of the United Notione in resisting Hitloritc Germeny and the prcsent
Hungerion régimc ond wished clso to promotc cordial relotions with
the Allied Hations. ;

Further lctters howe been reccived from tho Chinesc
Embessy, the Legation of Nicarogun nnd Guetcmala, the Royel Irag
Legation, thce Donish Couneil, the 411 Slov Committce and the Free
Austricn Movement.
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THE PERSECUTION OF JEWS IN HUNGARY
~ MASS MEETING TN THE CONWAY HAGTL

In July 1944 the barbarous persecution and deportetion of

Jews started in Hungary. With the assietance of the Hungarian
Government thousends of Jews were rounded up by the Germans and
deported to Poland, where, according to most reliable information,
they were killed in gas chambers. The terrible newe shook the
conscience of the whole world end the hatred and contempt of the
whole oivilised world turned msgainst the cowerdly perpetrators of
these crimes. Mr, Eden aessured the House of Commons that sll
.oriminsls responsible for these horrors would be punished. M.
Cordell Hull slso issued a stern werning end & message from the
Arohbishop of Centerbury made a deep impression inside and outside
Hungery. Soon afterwerds it wae reported thet the Germens had
gsuggested that they would be prepared to barter the lives of
Hungarian Jews for lorries and other war material, This offer,
of course, was turned down, at thec same time however, generous
ettempts were mede by the British and American governments to save
the lives of persecuted Hungerien Jews, About twenty rich
Huongarien Jews, bankers, factory nwners and mine proprietore were
allnwe& to leave for Pnrtugal and they arrived thcre in a Gormsn

'plane; the rest of Hungsrlan Jowry remeined to be exposcd to
mortal dangers and the dapﬂrtutinns went on for some time,

PROTEST

The Hungarian Council in Grcet Britain immediatfely sent &
megsage through the BBC to the Hungerian people. The Councill
warned not only the criminels who were members of the Hungarian
government, but also the emaller people who werc engaged in These
etrocions erimes and were cerrying out orders, thet they would be
held responsible for the murder of mony thouscnds of dcfcneocless
people end that the hour of severe retribution would soon arrive.
At the samc time the Council aporcaled to the decent majority of
the Bungerian pcople, explaining that tho deportation of Jews to
the gas chembers of Polend wos not only & Jewlish effalr, but first
end foremoset & Hungorion ocffelr. These hoprenings were blaockening
the name of £11 Hungoriens in the oyes of the ecivilised pcoples
of the world and ultimetely mony honest Hungoriens would hove fo
gnffer for the govcrnment's brutcl ond inhumon orimes., The
message went on to point out that it was the duty of cvery honsst
Hungoarien potriot to assiet the Jews, hide them end help them to
egecpe., Finnlly the Council unrged the Hungerione to turn agoinst
the Germens, fight thcm end cexpcl thom from Hungary, boeause that
wes the only wey of rcgeining the worldl's good will

This appcel did not rcomein altogcether unesucccssful, The
Hungaerian nowspapers kept attecking tho "Jowish hirclings"™,
i.c. decent people who hclped theilr Jowieh compatriots - and vore
full of complaints thet many Hungariens "haod not undorstood yet
the spirit of the new cra" and went on assisting the Jows.

"NO CRIMINALS WIIL F3CAPE ...."

On the 21st Auvgust tho Hungarien Council in Grect Britein
held a moss meeting in the Conmvey HoIl, London, in order to p otcat
against the orimes of the Hungorian govornment, commltted in the
neme of the pcoplc. Count Micheel Xorolyi, President of the
Hungarien Council took the cheir, Aftor the Zresident'!s opening
worde, in which he cordially grcetcd ell the Eubﬁtﬂ anongst them
the affiﬂinl representotives of the Ministry of Int nrmntiﬂn
severel Allicd governments ond frec movements, greceting tc]unramﬁ



ond messages wore rood out. The Archbishop of Conterbury in o
letter, wrotec ce followe:

"Will you give to the meeting o meseage from me,
to sty how glod I cm thot the Hungoricns in this
country orc mccting to protest agninst tho
porsccution of thelir Jowish comprtriots in
Hungary, cnd how greatly I hope that this
cxpression of thelr feelinge will corry influcnce
in Hungary itsclf."

Other messcges waerc roceived from the Bishop of
Chichester, Professor Julian Huxley, Miss Tleanor Rathbone,M,P.,
My, Vernon Bartlett, M.P,, D,N,Pritt, M,P.,, W.Gallacher, M.7,,
Mr. John Forsdyke,Director of the British Museum, the Amelgameted
Engineering Union, Tnginecring and Shipbuilding Shop Stewards
Commitfce, Mr. Gordon Schaffer, Assistant Bditor of the Reynolde
News, The Fedcration of FPolish Jews in Great Britein, the
Aggociation of Czech Jews in Tngland, the Frce Austrian Movemcnt
and the Danish Council, as woll as from many Hungarien organisations
oversees. Among tho latter, Professor Oscaer Jeszi and Profcssor
Rustem Vambery, leaders of the New Democratic Hungary Movement in
Americe, Mr, Bela Lugosl, Chairman of the Hungaerian Council for
Democracy and various other bronchcs of the Hungarian Council for
Demooracy in Amcrice and the Netional Council of Hungerian
American Trade Unionists expressed their sympethy and cgreement
with the mceting.

Then Mr. 4.7.P.Taylor, Fcellow and Tutor of Magdalen
College, Oxford, made & speech. Mr,Toylor described the long
criminel 1lis® of the Horthy régime, which storted with the estab-
lishment of thc Whitc Torror in 1919 end wes the first fescist
régime in Europe. He disegrced with those people who tried to
Buggeet that perheps no atrocitics had takon ploee et all in
Hungary - bocausc therc woe amplc and relisble evidence to prove
the grucsome foeis - and ceriticiscd thosc Hungerien end British
circles who fried to whitewash the Horthy régime smaying that after
8ll it was etill better than Germon noczism, Mr, Taylor doclared
that therc wos anothcr Hungery in the pest, o Hungary which fought
for human progress and liberty. Some ocetions of Hungonriaons insido
the country prove thot there is eanother Hungory today, too. The
existence of the Hungarion Council in Greoot Britoin under Copnt
Kerolyl's braove ond progressive lecodership wos o good guerantee
for the fulurc. In Mr, Teylor's view, in ordor to est blish o now
ond truly dcmocrotic Hungary, tho following conditions must be
rooliscd: first, cll reciel and nationnl persceutions must stop
forover. Sceondly, the policy of aggressive revisionism must bo
given up. 4%t the penec conferences cll the neighbouring stetcse
would rcpresont their pre-1938 borders, but afterwvords, with o
truly democrotic Hungonry, ony quecetiones, oven fronticr questions,
might be negotinted, Thirdly, Hungory must give up her present
foudnl structurc,

Mr,. H, Murphy, the well-known writer and cxpert on labour
questions woe the noxt spocker. Mr., Murphy cmphosiscd the foet
thot anti-semitism is alwonys the sign of o socicty in dcelinc
secking a acapcgoet. He cxpreseed the hope that the present fighting
unity of Hungarions would be maintaincd ond o construective unity
would hove 1te benefleicl effoets eftcr tho war, He paid & com-
pliment to Count Korolyi who hog fought for the some democrotie
and gociclist ideas for Fforty ycors. In his cloeing woxds, he
paid tribute to the thought of the "eentury of the common man",
"which," he ocnmcluded, "this century is going to be."™



Count Michael Karolyl, in his closing words, explained
that Hungarlans in this country had found it absolutely necessary
to protest sgeinst the barbarous racisl and political persecutions
Which were besmirching Hungary's neme at the presant time. 1In
addition to the persecution of the Jews there were geveral thousand

Hungarian Socialistes and other opposition elements in Hungarian
concentration camps.

"I sincerely believe", Count Karolyi went on, "that the
Hungarian people are not responsible for these cruel and ferrible
events. There is no demoeracy in Hungery and the Hungarian people
heve no say in any metter. The Hungarian ruling classes have
always been the slliecas of reectionary Germany, This was only &
natural allisnce, A4s it is neascssary to disposc of the Gormen
Nazls and the Junkers, so it in absolutely necessary o deprive the
present Hungarian ruling class of all its political powers if we
went to avold a third world war. The ncw Hungery will seck the
friendship of the neighbouring Slav nations ang the three greet
bowers who signed the Tcheren doclaration, "

MESSAGTS TO HUNGARY

After Rumanie's request for an armistioce with tho United
Natlons and hor declaration of wer on Gecrmeny, the Hungarian
Council in Great Britain sent tho following message to the
Hungorian people:

. The collepse of Germony is inevitable.
Poris is free. Rumonic fights side by side
wWith the United Notions egoinst the Germans.,
In this lest phoase of the wer Hungary is still
in olldance with the Nezis, It is cleer that
unless the country brcoks with Hitler end oxpels
the Germons from its territory, it will meet
with the some fotec as the Germens. 1In Hungory's
case this would be fatal: our national
existcnece is at etoke,

It wos Horthy ond his régimc which forces our
country into its present plight. They ore
responsible for our trogie situntion, This
régimc must not be ~llowed to go on direccting
Hungnry's destiny. The Hungericn people must
breck with it and snbotoge its deoerecs.

It is imperative,in the intc-ousts of the
country, thot tho HONVED aormy and other crmed
formations should immcdintely cecnsc fighting
ageinst the United Notions: it is impcrntive
that Hungarion crms should be turncd againgt
the Germon occupicrs cnd their Hungorian
cccomplices., But thie is not only the tnsk
of the ormcd forces; they must be helped by
o notionol rising of thc whole populatipn.

In the intercats of the futurc of our country
the workers and pecsonts must stop working end
feeding the Nozi wor-mochine, ™

It 18 the conviction of the Hungarion Counecil
in Grect Britnin thot the most urgent task is
the formotlion of ¢ notional govermment, beoscd
on those popular forecs which openly or under-
ground hove for so long fought ngninst Hungory's
portleipotion in Hitler's wor, It ie only




such & national government based on populaer
forees, which would be able to carry out the
negessary redical chonges without which the
salvation of our country is impossible, The
Hungerien Council in Great Britein will do its
utmost to help in achieving the above solution,
because only such & solution cen count on the
support of the vietorious United Nationg.™

The Hungarisn Council, before and after this event,
gent a very great number of messeges to Hungary through the BBO's
Hungarien Service, These messageg usually refer to an outstanding
military or political event, express the Couneil's point of view
on meny subjects and endeavour to give advice and instructions to
the Hungarian people, mainly to the forces of the opposition.
We publish here the general line of poliey followed in these
messages.

PIGHT

The Council unceesingly and repeatedly decleres that the
first end most important duty of the Hungarian people, and first
of all the Hungerien Army, is to turn egainst the Germens and
actively help the armed forces of the United Netions. Only by a
breve and self-secrificing fight cen Hungary regein her honour so
gravely endengered by her eriminel politicians., The Germans have
weakened considerably, they were uneble to stop the steps taken by
the Bulgariens, Pinns and Rumeniens, and Hungary would be able to
act in & similar way. The Germans must be disarmed and expelled
from Hungery, the Carpathian passcs muet be opened to the Red Army,
end the Hungarien ermy must collebtoretc in every way with the
liberating Russien end other Allied forces. Hungarien workers must
commit sebotage and do everything in thelr power to stop Hangarian
industry Irom feecding the Germon wer mechine. Hungarian peasants
should hide the foodstuffs wvhich arc destined to feecd Hungary's
enemies,

HORTHY AND HIS REGIME

Horthy is an enemy of the Hungerien people. Hc does not
want to seve Hungary end if he wanted to do so, hc would be
unable to. Horthy end his sccomplices arc wer ¢riminaels who must
be chased agwey end, in timc, brought to justice for their many
crimes, Today Horthy personslly is one of thc main obetecles in
the way of & fevourable solution,

Only a Notional Government besed on real popular forces
is able to save Hungery. This new government must consist of
members of the Bmallholders Perty, the Sociel Democratic Party,
the Communist Party, the Peece Porty, of the progressive liberal
e¢lements end all anti-Cerman cnd anti-Horthy faotfors. Tooal
councile of resistcnec must be formed without delay, in order to
take pert in the fight, to help the allies in every woy and to
oid the cllies and the futurc Hungerien governmont to bring wor
criminals to justice,

TRANSYLVANLA
Hongerien soldicrs who fight and die in Tronsylvanie
delude themsclves if they believe that they are fighting for
Transylvanic, The continuction of the fight only aggrovates
Hungory's situntion., If Hungory quits the Gormons cnd fights
with the Allies, she will be oble to sceure o morc favouracble poacos

]
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1f she gocs on fighting she will not be better trected than
Germony. It is the conviction of the Hungorien Council in Greoot
Britoin thot o democratic Hungorian govornment will be cble to come
o an acceptoble agreement with o democratic Rumanien government
unih{his 1s the only proper solution of the thorny Transylvonicn
problem,

THE SLOVAK INSURGENTS

Repeated appecls have been issued to Hungarian officcrs,
and soldiers not to fight the Slovaok insurgents but to help them
with sll their power.

THE PRESS LND THE HUNGARIAN COUNCIL

The British and forcign press follow the doings of the
Hungarion Council with intereest. Some British dally popers gave
an agcount of the Council’s groot protest meeting ogoinst racial
and politicel persecutions in Hungary. A numbor of Ameriecan,
Swedish and Swiss peopors mentioned the mecting too, end the Jewlsh
pregs gave wide publicity to it both in this country and in the
United Stotes.

The first number of the "Hungorian Bulletin" wcs clso
noticed by the press. Limong other paopers the "Yarkshirec Post"
mentioned the sppecrnnee of the bulletin in August and "France”
goeve an ccecount of Count Xarolyi's lcading article, pointing out
thot the Council considers itsolf as the most importent organ
entitled to speck in the nome of the people of Hungary, and
referred elso to Count Kerolyi's rcmerk thot Horthy is one of the
areh erimincls of the present wor. "Frence" also briefly quoted
the Hungerien Council's congrotulotory message sent to Mr, Churchill
end Generzl de Goulle on the occosion of the illied lending in

France,

Wide publicity hos been givon by the world's press to the

Council's proclaomctlon isswed after Rumenian's breck with Germany.
A number of British doilies, the "Daily Telegraph” and the "Doily
Express" omong them, mentioned thot the Council haod appeanled to
the Hungnricng to cease fighting. The Swedish press, especlally
the "Morgen Tidningen" and the "Svenska Morgonbladet" reported
the Council's eppeal to Hungerians to form a national government
baged on progressive enti-Hitler and enti-Horthy elements. This
appeal wes widely quoted in the Americen press aelso, among othex
newspapers the "New York Times" pointed out thé importance of the
Council's proclamation, The free Hungarian "Kossuth" Radio as

well a8 the Ankara Raedlo quoted the Council's message,

Newspapers published in the Hungarien languasge in the
United Stotes and in Cancde report every detail of the Council's
activities, They usunlly publish oll our appecls and messages to
the Hungarion people cnd clso follow the Council's diplomatio
activitles with keen interest. There are cbout 60 Hungarian
dailies, weeklies and periodiccels in North Amerioca, read by well
over & million American and Canadien citizens of Hungorian descent,
There nore other Hungorion publications in Mexlico and the South

Ameérican countries.
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1s roro Inmportant to them than the fubure
of Hungorye Theseo last hours arc declaive
and Hungary's fubture depends on your brave
actlions. The Hungarian soldiocr rmst not
be rnorc cowardly than the Gerrnan soldlerld

"Hungarian officers, soldiersl Shake off
the Goerrnan handcuffsgl agalnst you, you
will find a desperato, hysterical, foreign
army, with you, you will find the pooplo:of
the Hungarian towns ond villages,




AN ANSWER TO GENWRAL LAKATOS

After Genersl Ieketos's grest speech in the Hungarian
Parliament the Hungerien Council in Great Britein sent the following
message to the Hungarian people., MThe message hes been repestedly
broedeast by the BBO. On Sunday, the 24th September, the message
wes read before the news bulletin:

"The Red Army is on the borders of Hungary,
Lekatos hes openly sdmitted that the country is
defenceless sgainst the overvhelming superiority
of the United Nations, He hes admi%feﬂ that
the German army has ceesed to exist es a military
feetor in South Eastern Furope,

Géza lakatos however failed %o come to
the conclusions which would neturally result
from this situation, Although he knowe that the
situation is hopeless he is still prepared to
saorifice the lives of tens of thousends of
Hungarlan soldiers in a futile struggle sgainst
the Red Army,

The Lekatos government still follows a
poliocy of procrastinetion end menoesuvres, But
determined and quick sotion is imperative. As
the Lekatos government shows itself incapeble of
such action, the Hungarien people must demend
the formetion of & popular government in which
these people who ere cepable of eerrying out
The following immediste tesks ere included:

The Honvéd Army must cesse all hostilities egainat
the Red Army and ageinst all formetions supporting
the cause of the United Netions, The Hungorian
Army must join the forcees of the United Netions
and teke pert in the pursuit and ennihilstion

of the Germens, The disintegrating German

Armies must not be allowed to use Hungary es the
battlefield of Hitler's rearguerad. The
Hungarien Army must follow only one sim:.that

i8 To contribute to the utter defoot of the
Germens and the shortening of the war, INo
territorial consideretions must interfere with
this aim. As the progromme of the Hungorian
Council in Great Britocin clecrly decleres,

no territoriel chonges obtained through Hitler's
help can be recognised, The United Notions
decided that the finel deeisions would be

drewn up et the pecce conferences, This is

Glso proved by the Rumonion srmistice terms,
econcerning Transylvanic,

The moment has irrevoesbly srrived when
all those political foetors which have always
opposed the Germans and the pro-German Horthy
régime must toke the fete of the country into
their own honds, They must form e new govern-
ment which by its determined ocetion will lecd
Hungory out of the wor,"
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HUNGaRILIS FIGHTING WITH THE F.F.I.

4 few deys ogo the Hungarion Council in Great Britoin reccived
& communication from M, George Bolonl who is o well-known Hungarion
Journallist, cnd who has lived in Fronce for mony years, M, Boléni is
the author of on interesting study on Lnatole France, ond o brilliont
biogrephy of ®Tnre idy, one ¢f Hungery's greotest pocts who wos o personcl
friend of his, This time M., B61loni has emerged in an entirely new role.
He 18 the leader of the Hungarion resistence groupse, who fought co
brcvely side by side with the FPreneh Forccs of the Interior for the
liberetion of Poris, M, BS16ni hos esteblished contect with Count
Farolyi and the Bungerian Council and we hope that the eollaboration
with M, Boloni will be close and fruitful.

Radio Peris very generously acknowledged the help given by the
Hongariens to the P.P.I. A number of British papers also reported the
fight of the Hungeriens and & spesker remarked on the BBC's French
service that the fight of these thirty Hungerian combat groups clearly
proved that if the Hungerians were free to choose, they would fight
together with the forces of clvilisation end ageinst Horthy eand Hitler,

A PLRLIAMENTARY QUESTION

On August 2nd, My, Price, M,P,, asked the following guestion
of the Minister of Informatiocn in the Houge of Commons:

"Wether he is aware that e Hungarien Couneil in Great
Britain has recently been formed uniting all shades of
Hungarian opinion: and whether the Council will be asked
to submit materiel for consideration for use as prope-
ganda {o Hungary®"

Mr, Brendan Bracken answered:

"Yes, Sir, I am aware that a Hungarien Council has been
formed, A number of 1ts statements end declarations have
been broadcast in the Hungerian Service of the BBC."

TWO NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS

The Hungerien Council in Great Briteln unanimously invited
My, Vilmos Boehm to become a member, Mr, Boehm is a famous socialist
leader and one of the most prominent members of the Socisl Democratic
Party. He wes Minister of Defence in Count Knrolyli's Government., ©Since
1919 he hes 1ived abroed and has spent the last few years in Stockholm,
He visited London eerly this yeer, In a telegram sent from Stockholm,
dr, Boehm accepted the Council's invitation end intends coming to Tondon
88 eoon &8 possible,

Mr. Mathiase Seiber, the well-known Hungarian ecomposer has hod
to resign from the Council beceuse of other engagements., The Hungerlan
Club in London appointed Mr Istven Igez in Mr, Seiber's place, Mr,Igez
has pleyed en important pert in the Hungarien Trode Union movement,

OCTOBER 31st, CELEBRATION

The New Democretic Hungery Movement, with the full support of
the Hungerian Council will arrenge & publie commemorction for The
enmiversery of the October Revolution., On the 31st October 1918 Count
Micheel Korolyl beceme Prime Minister of Hungery and & short but
remerkoble democratic development sterted on that day.

Count Karolyi will be the principcl spesker at the meceting and
members of the different politicecl porties and free Hungerion movements
w111 also pay their tribute to those great events, Invitations, specliy-
ing the exeet dote cnd ploce of the meeting, will be issued ot o later
date.
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AN APPEAL TO ALL HUNGARTAN ORCANISATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS ABROAD

The lungarian Council in Great Brilain, under the presidency of Michael Karolyi,
sent lhe "ollowing message to Hungarians abroad on the 7th November 1944:-

It ig the mosi vital duly of tho Hungarian nation to clear Ilungary of the CGermans
and their Hungarian hirelings. Hugary must become (ree again and the Hungarian people,
in this very loust minnte, - must Loke their destiny in their own hands. Thiz is the
only way of saving our country :roa the lerrible fale which is being prepared for her
by the Germans, ihe Hungariin Arrow Cross and other Hungarian traitors. Hungary must
become the scene of a huge national uprising and she must fight side by side with the
Allies and help the liberating Red Army, by every possiblec means. The expulsion of the
Germans and their Hungarian collaborators and accomplices can be best cxpedited by the
formation of a national government bascd on the Social Democrats, the Smallholder Party,
the Communist Porty, the Peacc Partly, the progressive bourgeoisie and all popular for-
cese It is our aim to help Hungarians at home to securc democratic rights, to elimin-
ate all fascist and reactionary elcments from all state and other public institutions,
to relcage and rehabilitate all political prisoners who fought in the vanguard ag inst
fascism, to punish all war-criminals ond those rcsponsible for the country's present
plight, to distribute the big landed cstates amongst the landless and the small-holders
and to eslablish a new spirit of community with our neighbours hardened in the common
fight aginst the German and fascist cnemy. The Hungarien Council in Great Britoin be-
licves that the unification of all Hungnrian forces abroad is imperative to the success—
ful proseccution of the struggle. We appeal to all Hungarian organisations and other
factors who live and work on free soil that they should declare their willingness to
the Hungarian Council in Great Britain to nccept the spirit of the nbove declaration,
lend support to the liungarians at home and to co-operate with us oad carry on the co-
ordinated fight against thc German cnemy and the Hungarinn traitors.

This appeal was published by Reutcrs on the Tth November 1944. At the same time
it was issued fully or partly by "Toss Nows Agency!, the "Oversegas News Agoncy" (NGW
York), the "Hungarian Information Bullctin' (New York), thc'"Swiss Tolegraph Agency",
the "Independent Freonch Agency!, the "Agence Anatolic', and the "Czochoslovak News
Agency". On the 8th November the appeal was mentioned or quoted by a great number of
-ritish, American, Swedish, Swiss and Turkish daily papers, amongst them the "Yorkshire
Posu", the "New York Timcs", "Dagons Nyhcter", "Morgon Tidningen!, "Svenska Morgenbla—
det", "Goicborg Post'", and "Ncue Zuercher Zeitung".

"HUNGARLAN BULLETIN' No. 3.

The third number of the "HUNGARIAN BULLETIN", - official publication of the Hun-
garian Council in Great Britain - will appear shortly. It will contain thc usual ac-
count about the Council's activitics as well as a full report on the mecting arrangéd
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become the scene of a huge national uprising and she must fight side by side with the
Allics and help the liberating Red Army, by every possible means. The expulsion of the
Germans and their Hungarian collaborators and accomplices can be best cxpedited by the
formation of a national government based on the Social Democrats, the Smallholder Party,
the Communist Porty, the Peacc Partly, the progressive bourgeoisie and all popular for-
cesge It is our aim to help Hungarians ot home to securc democratic rights, to elimin-
ate all fascist and reactionary clements from all state and other public institutions,
to releage and rehabilitate all political prisoners who fought in the vanguard ag inst
fascism, to punish all war-criminals and those rcsponsible for the country's prescnt
plight, to distribute the big landed estatcs amongst the landless and the small-holders
and to cstablish a new spirit of community with our neighbours hardencd in tho common
fight agrinst the German and fascist cnemy. fThe Hungarian Council in Great Britein be-
licves that the unification of all Hungarian forces abroad is imperative to the success-
ful prosecution of thec struggle. We appeal to all Hungarian organisations and other
factors who live and work on free goil that they should declare their willingness to
the Hungarian Council in CGreat Britain to accept the spirit of the obove declaration,
lend support to the Hungarians at home and to co-opcrate with us and carry on the co-
ordinated fight against the German cenemy and the Hungarinn traitors.

This appeal was published by Reuters on the 7th November 1944. At the same time
it was igsued fully or partly by "Tuss News Agency", the "Oversgas News Agency" (NGW
York), the "Hungarian Information Bullctin' (New York), the'Swiss Telegraph Agency",
the "Indcpendent French Agency", the "Agence Anatolice!, and the "Czechoslovak Neows
Azency". On the 8th November the appeal was mentioned or quoted by o great number of
oritish, Amcerican, Swedish, Swigs and Turkish daily papors, amongst thom the "Yorkshire
Pogu", the "New Yorle Times!, "Dagrens Nyhoter', "Morgon Tidningen', "Svonske Morgenbla-
del", "Goicborg Pogt!", and "Ncue Zuorcher Zeitung!,

"HUNGARLAN BULLETIN" No.3.

The third number of the "HUNGARIAN BULLETINY, - official publication of the Hun-
garian Council in Great Britain - will appear shortly. It will contain the usual ac-
count about the Council's activitics as well as a full report on the meeting arranged
by the "New Democratic Hungary!" movement, with the full support of the Hungarian Coun—
cil in Greatl Britain in celcbration of the amiversary of the 1918 Hungarian Revolution.
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Member of the Hungarian Council in Great Britain

Well over half of Hungary has already been liberated by the Red
Army. On the liberated territories the Hungarian people have
proved their willingness to participate in the fight against the
Germans. "High ranking army officers have been stirred to action
by Szalasy's seizure of power. These officers realised that Hun-
gary could not be successfully defended against the Red Army and
they were anxious to put an end to the senseless destruction the
Germans were carrying out on Hungarian soil.

The flight of the Chief of the Hungarian General Staff clearly
proves that he, too, considered any further resistance aimless. In
his manifesto, General Vrss declared that the country must be
saved and that the only way of salvation for Hungary was to fight
the Germans. ~e :

A rude awakening came to all patriotic Hungarian efficers when the
Germans put the Arrow Cross criminals into power. "

The question arises: how was it possible for the Arrow Cross to
take over power on the 15th October, in spite of the fact that the
army, police and gendarmerie were still under Horthy's command?

The answer is this: Horthy had asked for an armistice before mek-
ing sure that he would be able to carry out the armistice terms
and, in addition to this, he even informed the Germans of his in-
tentions. Obviously, the Horthy-régime was incapable of breaking
with the Germans. They simply hoped for the best and believed
that nobody would resort to violence. Horthy was afraid of ally-
ing himself with the popular forces. He was afrald of the people -
and without their support no decisive action was possible. The
Regent was hostile to the people and no approach to them could
have been expected of him who up to the last minute was merciless
in his oppression of eny actions initlated by the people.

It is true that the Horthy régime had sufficient power to defeat
the Arrow Croes Party which hed ouly & few thousand armed men. The
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Member of the Hungarian Council in Great Britain

Well over half of Hungary has already been liberated by the Red
Army. On the liberated territories the Hungarian people have
proved tlreir willingness to participate in the fight against the
Germans. 'High ranking army officers have been stirred to action
by Szalasy's seizure of power. These officers realised that Hun-
gary could not be successfully defended against the Red Army and
they were anxious to put an end to the senseless destruction the
Germans were carrying out on Hungarian soil.

The flight of the Chief of the Hungarian General Staff clearly
proves that he, too, considered any further resistance aimless. In
his manifesto, General Vorss declared that the country must be
saved and that the only way of salvation for Hungary was to fight
the Germans. ;

A rude awekening came to all patriotic Hungarian efficers when the
Germans put the Arrow Cross criminals into power. >

The question arises: how was it possible for the Arrow Cross to
take over power on the 15th October, in spite of the fact that the
army, police and gendarmerie were still under Horthy's command?

The enswer is this: Horthy had asked for an armistice before mak-
ing sure that he would be able to carry out the armistice terms
and, in addition to this, he even informed the Germans of his in-
tentions. Obviously, the Horthy-régime was incapable of breaking
with the Germans. They simply hoped for the best and believed

- that nobody would resort to violence. Horthy was afraid of ally-
ing himself with the popular forces. He was afraid of the people
and without their support no decisive action was possible. The
Regent was hostile to the people and no approach to them could
have been expected of him who up to the last minute was merciless
in his oppression of any actions initiated by the people.

It is true that the Horthy régime had sufficient power to defeat
the Arrow Cross Party which had only a few thousand armed men. The
explanation for its failure to cope with the situation finds its
roots 1n the last decades of Hungarian history. It is a fact that
the Arrow Cross was not only tolerated in the country, but it was
encouraged in many ways. Neither Prime Minister Gombss, nor his
successors Daranyi, Kallay, Sztojay or Lakatos were prepared to
deal with it effectively.

It is also true that the resistance movements were unable to master
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the situation which arose after the request for an armistice. The
succession of events showed’'that when the demand for co-operation

and action arose the resistance parties did not stand solidly to-

gether and they took no initiative. Events should not have taken

them by surprise because the Red Army had already been fighting on
Hungarian soil for a long time.

The situation that arose after March 19th demanded that the par-
ties and organizations forced underground should co-ordinate their
actions with those parties that had worked underground before and
were therefore more experienced. Even the. right-wing conservative
patriots had to realise that when Rumania, Bulgaria and Finland
came out of the war, Hungary could not be left to follow Germany
into the abyss.

The gravest misfortune of the re51stance movements was that after
March 19th, - when the German army marched into Hungary - the army
or at 1east a great part of it, could not find its connection with
the underground movements. If an uprising in Hungary was to be
successful, it needed the support of the armed forces. Had an
armed uprising against the Germans been successful Hungary's posi-
tion would be different today. Side by side with the police and
gendarmerie the country was interwoven with a network of armed
formations and organisations forming the nests of the extreme
right organisations. Part of the Civil Servants the most reliable
elements of the State were sifted through these channels. This
stratum adapted itself to the spirit of the régime and there was a
wide gap between them and the other strata of the population es-
pecially the workers and poor peasants.

Today the state machinery is in a state of collapse in the terri-
tories still ruled by the Szalasy clique. After Horthy's fell and
with the Red Army's advance the chaos grew. October 15th, marked
the beginning of a new era in the resistance movement aiming at
co-ordinating all their forces.

The most urgent present task of the resistance movement is to

fight the Germans and the Arrow Cross whose obvious aim is to help
the Germans by leaving the country in a state of chaos ruining pro=-
duction and transport. It is in the interest of the Hungarian
people that all effective help should be given to the Red Army.

The country's most urgent need is an authoritative body which is
able to rally the army and all fighting forces - in fact, the whole
population - around itself, help to chase the Germans out, round up
the members of the Arrow Cross Party and set production into motion
all over the country. A national government, representing all pop-
ular forces, is the only body which can carry out this task. It is
also a fact that such a body needs the support of the patriotic
rank and file of the army.

It is a great denger for the United Nations, if Hungary is left
without any effective leadership. Hungary must be purged and the
sooner this purge starts, the better.

There must not be any differences between anti-Germen Hungarians.
The co-ordination of all anti-German anti-Fascist forces is of im-
mense importance. All genuine effort at home and abroad which
tends to unite all these anti-German and anti-Fascist forces should
be encouraged and strengthened.

To fight the Germans, this is the only way to save Hungary's future.

Delaving tactics and speculation must be given up!
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tories still ruled by uhe Szalasy clique. After Horthy's fall and 5
with the Red Army's advance the chaos grew. October 15th, marked ’5&2
the beginning of a new era in the resistance movement aiming at ;
co-ordinating all their forces.

The most urgent present task of the resistance movement is to
fight the Germans and the Arrow Cross whose obvious aim is to help
the Germans by leaving the country in a state of chaos ruining pro-
duction and transport. It is in the interest of the Hungarian
people that all effective help should be given to the Red Army.

The country's most urgent need is an authoritative body which is
able to rally the army and all fighting forces - in fact, the whole
population - around itself, help to chase the Germans out, round up
the members of the Arrow Cross Party and set production into motion
all over the country. A national government, representing all pop=-
ular forces, is the only body which can carry out this task. It is
also a fact that such a body needs the support of the patriotic
rank and file of the army.

It is a great danger for the United Nations, if Hungary is left
without any effective leadership. Hungary must be purged and the
sooner this purge starts, the better.

There must not be any differences between anti-Germaen Hungarians.
The co-ordination of all anti-~German anti-Fascist forces is of im-
mense importance. All genuine effort at home and abroad which
tends to unite all these anti-German and anti- Fascist forces should
be encouraged and strengthened.

To fight the Germans, this is the only way to save Hungary's future.
Delaying tactics and speculation must be given up!

This is the reason why the Hungarian Council in Great Britain ap-
peals to all Hungarian individuals and organisations abroad to draw
the necessary conclusion of the tragic events which occurred in our
country. All Hungarians there must unite their strength because
the Hungarians abroad must cet an example of unity for Hungarians
at home and give a new stimulus to our people to continue the nat-
ional fight for a new democratic Hungary.

November, 1944.
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AN APPEAL TO HUNGARIANS ABROAD

i

On the 7th November 1944 the Hungarian Council in
Great Britain issued this appeal to all Hungarian
organisations and individuals who live and work
in free countries:-

"It 1s the most vital duty of the Hungarian nation to clear Hun-
gary of the Germans and theip Hungarian hirelings. Hungary must
become free again and the Hungarian people, in this very last
minute, - must take their destiny in their own hands. This is
the only way of saving our country from the terrible fate which
is being prepared for her by the Germans, the Hungarian Arrow
Cross and other Hungarian traitors. Hungary must become the
scene of a huge national uprising end she must fight side by side
with the Allies and help the liberating Red Army, by every pos-
sible means. The expulsion of the Germans and their Hungarian
collaborators and accomplices can be best expedited by the forma-
tion of a national government based on the Social Democrats, the
Smallholder Party, the Communist Party, the Peace Party, the pro-
gressive bourgeoisie and sgl1l popular forces. It is our aim to :
help Hungarians at home to secure democratic rights, to eliminate
all fascist and reactionary elements from all state and other
public institutions, to release anda rehabilitate all politiocal
prisoners who fought in the vanguard against fascism, to punish
all war-criminals and those responsible for the country's present
plight, to distribute the big landed estates amongst the landless
and the small-holders and to establish a new spirit of community
with our neighbours hardened in the common fight against the Ger-
man and fascist enemy. The Hungarian Council in Great Britain -
believes that the unification of all Hungarian forces abroad is

to the Hungarian Council in Great Britain to accept the spirit of
the above declaration, lend support to the Hungarians at home and
to co-operate with us and carry on the co-ordinated fight against
the German enemy and the Hungarian traitors." :

This appeal was published by Reuters and many great foreign news
agencles. The message aroused considerable interest in the
world's press. The "New York Times" gave publicity to it, and 14
was widely quoted and commented upon in the British, American,
Swedish, Swiss and Turkish press. Huugarian newspapers in the 3
United States quoted it fully and 1t was b;ugguauu repeatedly by
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the only way of saving our country from the terrible fate which
is being prepared for her by the Germans, the Hungarian Arrow
Cross and other Hungarian traitors. Hungary must become the
scene of a huge national uprising end she must fight side by side
with the Allies and help the liberating Red Army, by every pos-
sible means. The expulsion of the Germans and their Hungarian
collaborators and accomplices can be best expedited by the forme-
tion of a national government based on the Social Democrats, the
Smallholder Party, the Communist Party, the Peace Party, the pro-
gressive bourgeoisie and all popular forces. It is our alim to :
help Hungarians at home to secure democratic rights, to eliminate
all fascist and reactionary elements from all state and other
public institutions, to release and rehabilitate all political
prisoners who fought in the vanguard against fascism, to punish
all war-criminals and those responsible for the country's present
plight, to distribute the big landed estates amongst the landless
and the small-holders and to establish a new spirit of community
with our neighbours hardened in the common fight against the Ger-
man and fascist enemy. The Hungarian Council in Great Britain

" believes that the unification of all Hungarian forces abroad is
imperative to the successful persecution of the struggle. We ap-
peal to all Hungarian organisations and other factors who live
and work on free soil that they should declare their wlllingness
to the Hungarian Council in Great Britain to accept the spirit of
the above declaration, lend support to the Hungurians at home and
to co~operate with us and carry on the co-ordinated fight against
the German enemy and the Hungarian traitors."

This appeal was published by Reuters and many great foreign news
agencies. The message aroused considerable interest in the
world's press. The "New York Times" gave publicity to it, and it
was widely quoted and commented upon in the British, American,
Swedish, Swiss and Turkish press. Hungarian newspapers in the
United States quoted it fully and it was broadcast repeatedly by
the BBC's Hungarian Service and excerpts of the message were read
in the BBC's Czechoslovak and Jugoslav services.




HUNGARIANS ABROAD ANSWER OUR APPEAL

Mr. George Boloni, the leader of Hungarians in Paris wrote a let~
ter to Count Karolyi and expressed his full agreement with the
programme of the Hungarian Council in Great Britain. Mr. Bsldoni, = .
as we described it in our last number, - led the Hungarians who
fought as a part of the F.F.I. for the liberation of France and
Paris and whose sacrifices received most generous recognition

from Radio Paris. Many different Hungarian organisations, groups
and committees are united under Mr. Boloni's leadership.

Democratic Hungarians in Brussels also communicated with Count
Karolyi and expressed their approval of our programme. The New
York ‘'New Democratic Hungary Movement" - under the presidency of
Professor Rusztem Vhmbréy - is already represented in the Council
by Mr. Karl Polényi. The Hungarian Council in Canada, represent-
ing over 50,000 Hungarians and Canadians of Hungarian descent sent
#imilar communications to the Hungarian Council in Great Britain,
endorsing all the messages we have broadcast in the past and ask-
ing the Council that all our future messages to Hungary should be
broadcast also in their name. Later the Hungariaen Council in Can=-
ada expressed their agreement with the Council's appeal to Hungar-
ians abroad. _ :

The Hungarian American Council for Democrac{vas well as Free Hun-
garians in Mexzico and in Palestine have declared their loyalty to
the Hungarian Council in Great Britain and accepted its programme.
The Hungarian Association in Sofisa in a long radio speech also
declared that they had accepted the Council's programme and ap-
proved of its appeal to Hungarians abroad.

COMIJEMORATION OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION -

The New Democratic Hungary Movement, with the full support of the
Hungarian Council in Great Britain celebrated the anniversary of
the 1918 Hungarian Revolution at a meeting in Conway Hall on the
5th November. Official representatives of Czechoslovakia and
Jugoslavia as well as a former Roumanian diplomat addressed the
meeting, which thus became a veritable demonstration of friend-
ship between Hungarian democracy and Hungary's neighbours. Mr.
Béla Lévy, the distinguished Hungarian jurist was in the chair.
Mr. Jareslav Stransky, the Minister of Justice of the Czechoslov-
ak Government was the first speeker:-

"I deem it an honour and pleasure" - Mr. Strénsky said = "to
greet your assembly. My pleasure is increased by the events
of these days, as today there is no more doubt about the ap-
proaching fall of fascist and nazi-Hungary. I should like
only to assure you, if indeed assurance is needed, that our’
government follow with heartful sympathy and best wishes
everything which tends to the establishment of a democratic
order in Hungary of tomorrow. Between a democratic Hungary
and its democratic neighbours - and one of them will be
Czechoslovakia - there can be only a relation of hearty and
friendly collaboration. Both, you and we, must make the best
of our past to frame the best of our future."
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broadcest also in their name. ILater the Hungarien Couneil in Can-
ada expressed their agreement with the Council's appeal to Hungar- V.
ians abroad. -

The Hungarian American Council for Democracy as well as Free Hun-
garians in Mezico and in Palestine have dec{ared their loyalty to
the Hungarian Council in Great Britain and accepted its programme.
The Hungarian Association in Sofia in a long radio speech also
declared that they had accepted the Council's programme and ap-
proved of its appeal to Hungarians abroad.

COMUEMORATION OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION

The New Democratic Hungary Movement, with the full support of the
Hungarian Council in Great Britain celebrated the anniversary of
the 1918 Hungarian Revolution at a meeting in Conway Hall on the
5th November. Official representatives of Czechoslovakia and
Jugoslavia as well as a former Roumanian diplomat addressed the
meeting, which thus became a veritable demonstration of friend-
ship between Hungarian democracy and Hungary's neighbours. Mr.
Béla Lévy, the distinguished Hungarian jurist wes in the chair.
Mr. Jareslav Stransky, the Minister of Justice of the Czechoslov-
ak Government was the filrst speaker:-

"I deem it an honour and pleasure" - Mr. Strhnsky said - "to
greet your assembly. My pleasure is increased by the events
of these days, as today there is no more doubt about the ap-
proaching fall of fascist and nazi-Hungary. I should like
only to assure you, if indeed assurance is needed, that our’
government follow with heartful sympathy end best wishes
everything which tends to the establishment of a democratic
order in Hungary of tomorrow. Between a democratic Hungary
and its democratic nelghbours - and one of them will be
Czechoslovakia - there can be only a relation of hearty and
friendly collaboration. Both, you and we, must make the best
of our past to frame the best of our future. "

Mr. Mato Vucetic, Director of the Information Department of the
Jugoslav Government declared thatd Count Khrolyi and.the Hungarian
Council had always wished to see Central Europe freed from fas-
cist rule and petty intrigues. Mr. Vucetic expressed his hope
that a really democratic and progressive Hungary would be born
after the present war and that the new Hungary would collaborate
with Jugoslavia and Soviet Russia in a friendly spirit. He ex-
pressed his firm belief that Great Britain, the United States and
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"Pre-war Hungary was a 'country with a grievance'," started Mr.
Middleton. "There are very few countries without a grievance but
I believe that Bernard Shaw was right in saying that a healthy
nation is as unconscious of its nationality as a healthy man is of
his bones."

Mr. Middleton pointed out that the programme of the British Labour
Party and the Trade Unions - with certain alterations - were ap-
plicable also to a broader, international field. Some Socialis?t
writers, he went on, put down on paper the great achievements of
the Khrolyi-revolution. They also recorded, however, the gruesome
events of the White Terror. He paid cribute to the late Lord
Wedgewood and his Commission who had done magnificent work in
studying events in counter-revolutionary Hungary and drawing the
world's attention to the horrible persccution of Socialists, Com=
munists and Jews in 1919 and 1920. He also paid tribute to the
Hungarian heroes who - like the sons of Britain, France, Belgium
and many other nations - had given their lives in the last 26
years in the struggle against fascism.

"I do not expect a soft peace or a hard peace" - salid Mr. Middle~
ton - "but I expect a sane and sensible pcace."

He then expressed his hope that the fuiure democratic Hungary
would be much better treated by the Allics than the new Hungarian
democracy had been treated after the last war. He hoped - he

said - that Count Khrolyi's great services to his country would be
remembered. "Karolyi is a worthy successor of Louis Kossuth. He
ig a man of genius and virtue." Mr. Middleton concluded in wish-
ing a better future to the Hungarian people. :

Count Michael Karolyi, president of the Hungarian Council in Great
Britain was the next speaker. He declared his hope that the Red
Army would soon reach and liberate Budapest. Soon the counter-
revolutionary Budapest - which lived 26 years - would disappear
for good and a new, a truly Hungarian Budapest would be born. The
traitors who called him and other leaders of the 1918 Revolution
traitors, would not dare to speak again.

"It will ke the Magyar people'" - Count Karolyi said -"who will give
the final verdict, and we are awaiting this verdict with great
calm and clear conscience."

It was not worth while wasting words on Admiral Horthy - Count

Karolyi remarked. First he, Horthy, thought that Germany would
win the war and he bound Hungary's future to the fate of Germany.
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all the other allies would also help to build up a peaceful Europe
when hostilities ceage. : = g

Mr. Decebal Mateescu, a Roumanian writer and former diplomat de-
clared that Roumania and Hunguary were guilty of the same crimes

but he felt sure that the ncw democratic Roumania and Hungary -

following the political lines laid down by Count Karolyi and his
Council - would be able to "work their passage home".

Then Mr. J. Prager made a speech in the name of the "Vilagossag"
Socialist organisation. Mr. Prager described the events of the
great day of 31st October 1918, when Count Kérolyi became Prime
Minister of Hungary. The Hungarian people then showed their demo-
cratic spirit and desire for progress in a convincing manner. The
Speaker described the great resistance~work of the Hungarian Soc-
ial Democratic party and expressed his belief that friendship be-
tween Hungary and her .neighbours was absolutely essential for
Hungary's future.

Mr. Middleton, the General Secretary of the British Labour Party
was the next speaker.

"Pre-war Hungary wus a 'country with a grievance'," started Mr.
Middleton. "There are very few countries without a grievance but
I believe that Bernard Shaw was right in saying that a healthy .
nation is as unconscious of its nationality as a healthy man is of :
his bones."

Mr. Middleton pointed out that the programme of the British Labour
Party and the Trade Unions - with certain alterations - were ap- |
plicable also to a broader, international field. Some Socialist s
writers, he went on, put down on paper the great achievements of
the Khrolyi-revolution. They also recorded, however, the gruesome
events of the White Terror.  He paid tribute to the late Lord
Wedgewood and his Commission who had done magnificent work in
studying events in counter-revolutionary Hungary and drawing the
world's attention to the horrible persccution of Socialists, Com=
munists and Jews in 1919 and 1920. He also paid tribute to the
Hungarian heroes who - like the sons of Britain, France, Belgium
and many other nations - had given their lives in the last 26
years in the strugglec against fascism.

"I do not expect a soft peace or a hard peace" - gaid Mr. Middle-
ton - "but I expect a sane and sensible peace." .

He then expressed his hope that the future democratic Hungary

would be much better treated by the Allics than the new Hungarian
democracy had been treated after the last war. He hoped - he

sald - that Count Khrolyi's great services to his country would be
remembered. "Karolyi is g worthy successor of Louis Kossuth. He
is a man of genius and virtue."  Nr. Micdleton concluded in wish-
ing a better future to the Hungarian people. ’

Count Michael Kérolyi, president of the Hungarian Council in Great
Britain was the next speaker. He declared his hope that the Red
Army would soon reach and liberate Budapest. Soon the counter-
revolutionary Budapest - which lived 26 years - would disappear
for good and a new, a truly Hungarian Budapest would be born. The
traitors who called him and othep Lendérs of the 1918 Revolutibn
traitora . Wenld wat Afees 4 oammaate




Later Horthy hopcd that therc would be @ split between the Allies
and finally he proved wrong once again - in gpite of bYeing an Ad=--
miral - he tried to jump out of the sinking ship. He expressed
his firm belief that many things might happen in Hungary but he
was sure of one thing: the same people who had led Hungary to her
present disaster would not regain power.

Then Count Karolyi pointed out that not only Hungarian ruling
classes but also the Entente of 1918 had to bear a great deal of
responsibility for the events which had occurred in Hungary. The
Entente had denied their support of democratic Hungary and backed
up the anti-democratic elements. It was heartening to know that
the Allies of 1944 were very different from the Entente of 1918
and that past mistakes could not happen again.

"We have to make & new-October Revolution" - he said. "This new
revolution must establish Hungary's pluce in the new Europe. We
must live in peace with our neighbours. We must create a new pat=
riotism which is not selfish but which is willing and able to es=-
tablisgh the spirit of collaboration with our Slav and other demo-
cratic neighbours."

He expressed his belief that the future of the world depended on
Russo-British-American collaboration and also expressed his hope
that we would celebrate the next anniversary of the 1918 revolu-
tion in liberated Budapest.

"Tt is not enough" Count Khrolyi concluded - "to accept liberation
as a gift from the hands of the Red Army and- the Allies. Hungary
must fight! I hope that the troops of a new Hungary will soon
fight on German soil. This is the only way how the Hungarian
people can make up for the crimes of the past, committed not by
them but by their vicious rulers."

After Count Karolyi's spcech a message was read from Mr. Vilmos

Boehm, a well~known Social Democrat who was Minister of Defence in

Count Khrolyi's Government of 1918-19, who accepted the invitation
to join the Hungarian Council in Great Britain. Mr. Boehm ex~-. .
plained the significance of the 1918 revolution and drew relevant
conciusions from it Ffor the present and the future.

Mr. Zoltan Radb, President of the Hungarian Club in London de=-
clared: "There is no coubt that the October Revolution revealed
an exemplary activity of the masses in spite of mistakes which may
have been made. The events of October 1944 are of decisive sig-
nificance for the Hungarian people. The Hungarian people as a
whole found itself in opposition to the Germans. The Resistance
Movement has the task of transforming this hostile attitude into
active fight ugainst the Germans on the side of the Allies. Horthy
showed the utmost incapability and clumsiness in carrying out his

break with Germany. No excuse can be found for this. The Germans

have no moral right to pass judgement on Horthy, gtill,he is tak-
ing now the punighment for his own crimes.

Speaking for the Association of Free Hungarians in Great Britain,
Mr. Victor Stunkovich, member of the Hungarien Council, said:

"The intellectual generation of inter-war Hungary holds the view
that the October Nevolution of 1918 was a renewed experiment in

A i b b fhameanion twredition of vieghting for freedom to ralge
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that we would celebrate the next anniversary of the 1918 revolu-
tion in liberated Budapest. :

"It is not enough" Count Karolyi concluded - "to accept liberation
as a gift from the hands of the Red Army and- the Allies. Hungary
must fight! I hope that the troops of a new Hungary will soon
fight on German soil. This is the only way how the Hungarian
people can make up for the crimes of the past, committed not by
them but by their vicious rulers.” :

After Count Kérolyi'é speech a message was read from Mr. Vilmos

Boehm, a well-known Social Democrat who was Minister of Defence 1n

Count Khrolyi's Government of 1918-19, who accepted the invitation
to join the Hungarian Council in Great Britain. Mr., Boehm ex-. .
plained the significance of the 1918 revolution and drew relevant
conciusions from it for the present and the future.

Mr. Zoltan Radbd, President of the Hungarian Club in London de=-
clared: "There is no doubt that the October Revolution revealed -
an exemplary activity of the masses in spite of mistakes which may
nave been made. The events of October 1944 are of decisive sig-
nificance for the Hungarian pcople. The Hungarian people as a
whole found itself in opposition to the Germans. The Resistance
Movement has the task of transforming this hostile attitude into
asctive fight wgninet the Germanes on the side of the Allies. Horthy
showed the utmost incuapability and clumsiness in carrying out his
preak with Germany. No excuse can be found for this. The Germans
have no moral right to pass judgement on Horthy, still, he is tak-
ing now the punishment for his own crimes. :

Speaking for the Association of Free Hungarians in Great Britain,
Mr. Victor Stankovich, member of the Hungarian Council, said:

"Phe intellectual generation of inter-war Hungary holds the view
that the October Revolution of 1918 was a renewed experiment in-
line with the Hungarian tradition of fighting for freedom to raise
once more Kossuth's banner. In the framework of that great popul-
ar coalition of the homeland, which is to reshape Hungary after
the war, serious responsibilities will be incumbent upon the old
fighters of the October Revolution. There will be great need of
the lessons that can be drawn from the fall of their movement. We
confidently believe that Michael Khrolyi and his associates, whose
great efforts were frustrated a gquari>r of a century ago by lack
of understanding and international rc¢ ction, will soon become the
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spokesmen of the Hungarian people towards progressive world opin-
ion. We believe that the fighters of the October Revolution will
soon raise their voice in order to help the Hungarian people to
gain that amount of respect and generosity for their vital inter-
ests which are so urgently needed for the fulfilment of the hopes
of Hungarian democracy and progress."

Mr. Paul Ignotus, member of the Hungarlan Council pointed out that
there was nothing the Horthy régime dreaded more than the spirit .
of the October Revolution. They never stopped repeating: "There
will be no second 1918!" Hungary's present plight is the result
of that propaganda: when, on October 15th, even Horthy had been
convinced that he must try to stage his own version of = '1918',
the young officers and bureaucrats, brought up in a reactionary
splrlt foiled his attempt and helped the traltor Szhlasi to ach-
ieve power. The bankruptcy of the Horthy régime will serve as a
lesson to the Hungarian people. The Hungary of the future shall
be built up in the spirit of March 1848 and of October 1918.

Finally, Miss Ilona Dusinszka, member of the Hungarian Council in
Great Britain, who played an important and daring part in the his-
toric events, described. the day of 31lst October 1918 in a moving
and dramatic speech.

-

THE SITUATION IN LIBERATED HUNGARY

On the 11th November Moscow radio broadcast the following descrip-
tion of 1ife in liberated Hungary:

The German evacuation caused great hardship in all the liberated
towns. From Csikszereda to Cegléd and Csap, the evacuation was
accompanled by a series of plunder, arson and destruction. All
these vicious crimes were committed first in an organized manner,
later indiscriminately. The mayor of Marosvasarhely reports that
robbery did hot stop until Russian tanks appeared in the streets.
The situation was more or less the same in all the other towns too0.

At most places high ranking civil servants and politically come
promised municipal leaders followed the official instructions and
escaped before the Russians arrived. At many places, however, all
municipal officials remained at their posts. That is what hap-
pened, for instance, at Békés. The overwhelming majority of the
population, peasants and workers, also remained at their places.

The administration of towns and villages was taken over very soon:
by newly formed local committees. These committees usually con-
sist of members of the Social Democratic Party, the Smallholder
Party, the Communist Party, a few municipal employees and eccles-
iastics. The committees are appointed at public meetings. Their
first task is to supply electricity, gas etc. to reopen the baker~
shops and repair the damage done by the Germans. At most places
schools were re-opened within a week.

The proclamation issued by the priests of Mezdberény is chracter-
istic of the reception the Red Army received. This proclamation
gtresseg the fact that all the libellous statements spread about
the Red Army urp complttLJv untound(d, It asks the populstion-<of
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THE SITUATION IN LIBERATED HUNGARY

On the 1lth November Moscow radio broadcast the following descrip=-
tion of life in liberated Hungary:

The Germsn evacuation caused great hardship in all the liberated
towns. From Csikszereda to Cegléd and Csap, the evacuation was
accompanied by a series of plunder, arson and destruction. All
these vicious crimes were committed first in an organized manner,
later indiscriminately. The mayor of Marosvashrhely reports that
robbery did not stop until Russian tanks appeared in the streets.
The situation was more or less the same in all the other towns to00.
At most places high ranking civil servants and politically com=
promised municipal leaders followed the official instructions and
‘escaped before the Russians arrived. At many places, however, all
municipal officials remained at their posts. That is what hap~
pened, for instance, at Békés. The overwhelming majority of the
population,. peasants &nd workers, also remained at their places.

The administration of towns and villages was taken over very soon:
by newly formed local committees. These committees usuully con-
5ist of members of the Social Democratic Party, the Smallholder
Party, the Communist Party, a few municipal employees and eccles-
iastics. The committees are appointed at public meetings. Their
first task is to supply electricity, gas etc. to reopen the baker-
shops and repair the damage done by the Germans. At most places
schools were re-opened within a week.

The proclamation issued by the priests of Mezoberény is chracter-
istic of the reception the Red Army received. This proclamation
stresses the fact that all the libellous statements spread about
the Red Army are completely unfounded, It asks the population of
the non—-libcrated territories not to escape, on the contrary, to
turn against the occupiers and the Arrow Cross with all their pow-
er. The population of Békés behaved in the same way. The people
stayed put and issued an appeal to every soldier to clean the
country of the Germans as S00n as possible. = '

The Red Army's newspaper, which is available everywhere gives a

true picture of the situation. The Hungarian interpreters serving
with the Red Army, are besieged with hundreds of questions.
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MESSAGES TO HUNGARY

During the last eventful weeks there has also been a considerable
change in the messages the Council has sent to the Hungarian peop-
le through the BBC. The main points emphasised in these messages
were the following:=

1) The Hungarian people must take theilr fate into their own hands
and must play an active part in their own liveration. Hungary
must become the scene of a huge national uprising.

2) The Hungarian people should receive the Russians as liberators
and should turn against the Germans and their Hungarian fascist
accomplices with all their strength. :

3) The people should not leave the towns and villages before the
Russians reach them. They should hide in the forests and in the
countryside, lesgt the Germans ond the lungarian fascists should
try to evacuate them by force.

4) The Hungarian people should stop the Germans from looting and
robbing the country, and taking away everything they fall to des-
troy. The Hungarien people should stop the war criminals from es=-
caping and they should make notes and prepare lists of names 80
that the investigation of war crimes should be facilitated.

When the Russiens reached the outs':ir*ts of Budapest, the following
message was sent to the people of the capital:-

Workers and citizens, men and women, solidiers, policemen and
national guards of Budlapest! In these critical hours, when
the Red Army is irresistibly approaching tne Hungarian capital,
we appeal to you with anxiety and deep affection. Turn against
the Germans, the Arrow Cross and other traitors of the Hungar-
ian people with the weapons of sabotage, strikes and all the
means of creating disorder. Follow the example of the Paris
‘maquis; the Red Army must be received by a free Budapest. You
must realize at last - not in the last days but in the last
hours - that the country's future and honour can only be saved
by your fight zgainst the Germans. This fight is also the only
way of saving our capital from the most dreadful destiny. You
must not allow the Germans to sacrifice Budapest in order to
postpone the fall of Vienna by & few days. You must not toler=-
ate that the Arrow Cross criminals should sacrifice thousands
of Magyar lives and should turn Budapest into a heep of ruins
in order to postpone the day when they will gsuffer their due
punishment for their frightful crimes. People of Budapest:
Your fate is in your own hands! g

L few days later this message was sent to the Hungarian women:-

Hungarian Women! The Budapest press and radio tries to per-
suade you with forced enthusiasm and loud words of triumph that
the danger which threatened Budapest is Jver, that the city has
been releaved. This statement is unirue and the Government
knows it. Budapest will be capturcd by the Rugsians, just as
Szeged, Kolozsvar, Debrecen, Kecskemét and many other towns
have been captured. The lying propagandists only want to sec=
e e miamen Prddam Paw the Germana and the Hungarian fas-
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When the Russians reached the outs’:irts of Budapest, the following
message was sent to the people of the capital:-

Workers and citizens, men and women, soidiers, policemen and
national guards of Bulapest! In these critical hours, when
the Red Army is irresistibly approaching the Hungarian capital,
we appeal to you with anxiety and deep affection. Turn against
the Germans, the Arrow Cross ard other traitors of the Hungar-
ian people with the weapons of sabotage, strikes and all the
means of creating disorder.  Follow the example of the Paris
maquis; the Red Army must be received by a free Budapest. Youw
must realize at last - not in the last days but in the last
hours - that the country's future and honour can only be saved
by your fight against the Germans. This fight is also the only
way of saving our capital from the most dreadful destiny. You
must not allow the Germans to sacrifice Budapest in order to
postpone the fall of Vienna by & few days. You must not toler~
ate that the Arrow Cross criminals should sacrifice thousands
of Magyar lives and should turn Budapest into a heep of ruins
in order to postpone the day when they will suffer their due
punishment for their frightful crimes. People of Budapest:
Your fate is in your own hands'!

A4 few days later this meusage was sent to the Hungarien women:-

Hungarian Women! The Budapest press and radio tries to per=-
suade you with forced enthusiasm and loud words of triumph that
the danger which threatened Budapest 1s over, that the city has
been releaved. This statement is unirue and the Government
knows it. Budapest will be captured by the Russians, just as
Szeged, Kolozsvar, Debrecen, Kecskemét and many other towns
have been captured. The lying propagandists only want to sec-
ure more cannon fodder for the Germans and the Hungarian fas-
cists. New cannon-fodder: your husbands, your children, your
brothers. The lying propagandists want to ruin Budapest,- your
Budapest.

The innocent have to suffer today for the crimes of the ruling
regime. Sober Hungarian Women' The Red Army fights also for
your liberation. You must not believe the atrocity ctories
spread about *the Russiane. I% is the Germans and the Hungarian
faseists who closed the Hungarian schools, made barracks of
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them and are sending now the young, uneducated Hungarian boys
to the battlefields. It is the Germans who, being sure of
their defeat, have burnt down Hungarian towns and villages,
stolen the crops, robbed Hungarian factories, and they are pre-
paring a most terrible fate for the capital.

Hungarien Women! The time has arrived when you must follow the
example of the women of the 48 revolution. You must become the
moving spirit of the new fight for freedom. The whole country
must become the scene of a huge, national uprising. The Magyar
people must chase away the Germans and their Hungarian accom~
plices and you must concentrate all your influence to make this
happen soon. Pollow the example of the women of Paris! The
Allies will defend you from aerial attacks. They will defend
your families, your homes and they will see %o it that your
children grow up as free citizens of a free country. Hungarian
Women'! ~End this aimless bloodshed. Save your children, save |
your husbands, - save Hungary!

COLLECTION OF THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH COMMITTEE

The Hungarian Youth Committee in Great Britain organised a cam- =
paign in aid of the Petsfi Battalion fighting in Marshal Tito's
Yugoslav Army of Liberation. »

£100 were collected as well as seven boxes of clothing and com-. .
forts. A lecture was given on the Yugoslav Liberation Army by .Mr. -
Slavo Klemencic, member of -the South Slav Committee. A photo- =
graphic exhibition of the life and fight of the Yugoslav Youth was
shown. A performance was given by the members of the Unity Theat-
re. ¢

The campaign was conducted under the auspieces of the Yugoslavia

Emergency Committee. = The money and conmforts collected have al-
ready been dispatched to Marshal Tito's army. SR

 THE LATE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY

After the tragic and sudden death of William Temple, His Grace the
Archbishop of Canterbury, the following message was sent by the
Hungarian Council to the Hungarian people:-

"Je have learned with real sorrow of the death of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, that great and high-minded churchman. The
poor and the opprésged, not only in Great Britain, but all over
the world, lost in him a devoted friend and a powerful protec-
tor. We recall with particular gratitude and emotion that not
long ago, on the occasion of the public meeting of the Hungar-
ian Council in Great Britain, in a letter written to Count
Michael Khrolyi, he energetically protested against the persec—
ution of Jews in Hungary and expressed his sympathy with those
Hungariansg resisting Nazi barbarism and oppression. The free
and socially progressive Hungary which will arise when the
fetters of ‘fascism and reaction are struck off, will hold his
memory in devotion."




Yugoslav Army of Liberation.

£100 were collected as well as seven boxes of clothing and com=- .
forts. A lecture was given on the Yugoslav Liberation Army by. Mr.
Slavo Klemencic, member of -the South Slav Committee. A photo-
graphic exhibition of the life and fight of the Yugoslav Youth was
shown. A performance was given by the members of the Unity Theat-
re. :

The campaign was conducted under the-aﬁépieceS'of the Yugoslavia
Emergency Committee.  The money and comforts collected have al-
ready been dispatched to Marshal Tito's army. . :

 THE LATE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY

After the tragic and sudden death of William Temple, His Grace the
Archbishop of Canterbury, the following message was sent by the
Hungarian Council to the Hungarian people:-

"We have learned with real sorrow of the death of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, that great and high-minded churchman. The
poor and the oppréssed, not only in Great Britain, but all over
the world, lost in him a devoted friend and a powerful protec-
tor. We recall with particular gratitude and emotion that not
long ago, on the occagsion of the public meeting of the Hungar-
ian Council in Great Britain, in a letter written to Count
Michael K&arolyi, he energetically protested against the persec-
ution of Jews in Hungary and expressed his sympathy with those
Hungarians resisting Nazi barbarism and oppression. - The free
and socially progressive Hungary which will arise when the
fetters of ‘fascism and reaction are struck off, will hold his
memory in devotion." : :
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THE HUNGARIAN COUNCIL HAS FINISHED ITS WORK

HE Hungarian Council in Great Britain under the

Presidency of Michael Karolyi brought the following
unanimous decision at their Meeting held on 25th April,
1945. ‘T'he Hungarian Council in Great Britain was formed
in 1944 under the Presidency of Michael Karolyi to unite
Hungarians in Great Britain, with the object of fostering
the fight of the Hungarian people against German and
Hungarian Fascism and of promoting the democratic trans-
formation of Hungary. To this effect the Council
established unity on a wide scale for which there were only
few examples in Hungarian public life. It was in this
spirit that the Council sent their messages home to en-
courage fighting unity and it was in this spirit that the
Council endeavoured to unite Hungarians abroad.

Now we are glad to see that our objects have been
realised or are nearing realisation. The Provisional National
Assembly and National Government which express the will
of the Hungarian people have broken with the policy of
the past, they declared war on the Germans and thus in
this last phase of the war our nation undertook to fight
against Fascism on the side of the United Nations. We
welcome with enthusiasm the quick and decisive measures
of the National Government to distribute the land among
the landless peasants and break up the class of large estate-
owners. We see it with the greatest gratification that the

National Government aims at a close co-operation with the .

Soviet Union, Great Britain and the United States and
that it tries to secure a better future for the nation in
harmony with the neighbouring peoples.

The Members of the Council have noted with pleasure
that the President of the Council, Michael Karolyi has
been elected a Member of the National Assembly.  This
also reassures us in our belief that the programme of the
National Government is in harmony with the conceptions
of the Hungarian Council in Great Britain.

Now when the victorious Red Army cleared Hungary’s
territory of the Germans, and thus made it possible that
the Provisional National Assembly and National Govern-
ment should move to Budapest, the Hungarian Council in

Great Britain see the time fit to cease their activities.
‘Therefore, the Council on the motion of its President
unanimously declare their dissolution and at the same time
wish to declare repeatedly and emphatically:

1. 'T'he Hungarian Council in Great Britain as well as
the organisations and individuals who formed the Council
welcome the new political development in Hungary; after
the dissolution of the Council they wish to continue to serve
the cause represented by the Provisional National Govern-
ment with their best abilities.

2. The Hungarian Council in Great Britain was formed
by the joining of the three Hungarian organisations: The
Association of Free Hungarians in Great Britain, The
London Hungarian Club, and the New Democratic Hun-
gary Movement. To-day, when at home developments are
progressing in the spirit of unity, the organisations of
various political shades which have formed the Council
attach great importance to maintain the unity after the
dissolution of the Council. The dissolution of the Council
does not mean the cessation of the activities of Hungarians
in Great Britain, it means only the nature of their activities
has altered. In the future the Hungarian organisations in
England wish to be active first of all in three directions: —

(a). They consider it their task to occupy' themselves
with the problems of Hungarians in England.

(b). They consider it their most urgent task to render
relief and assistance to Hungarians at home and to promote
all endeavours to this effect.

(c). At the same time Hungarians in Great Britain wish
to continue to participate in the War Effort of the United
Nations and in the preparation of a stable peace.

The organisations forming the Council will, therefore,
form a new joint committee for the Relief of Hungary in
the same friendly spirit in which they have collaborated
in the Council.

Finally, the Hungarian Council in Great Britain wish to
express their thanks to their British hosts for their under-
standing and goodwill.
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LAND REFORM IN HUNGARY

By Countess Katinka Andrassy

HE NATIONAL PEASANT PARTY, represented in the

Debrecen Assembly, drafted an agrarian bill welcomed by

the Communist Party, the main points of which, according
to the Kossuth Radio, were:

“(1) Contiscation of the land belonging to traitors, leaders
of the Arrow Cross and members of the Volksbund.

(2) Estates over 100 yokes belonging to the landed gentry to
be divided up. :

(3) Estates over 100 yokes belonging to the State, the Church
and others to be partitioned, except those serving agricultural
research or cultural purposes. .

(4) Peasant holdings up to 200 yokes not to be partitioned.

(5) Compensation to be given for land expropriated for build-
ings of public utility.

(6) Grazing to be on a communal basis,

(7)  Forests, cte., to come under State control or under the
control of local authorities. 2

(8) lormatuon of
exploitation of agricultural machinery and cattle.

agricultural  co-operatives  for  the better

(9) Compensation for the land to be proportionate to the
gross income and the former owners to be paid after deduction
of the expenses entailed by the land reform.

(10) Land obtained through the land reform may not be sold
for the next ten years, except by permission of the Minister
of Agriculture.

(11) The land reform is to take place by October lst, 1945.”

All  those acquainted with Central and South
European conditions, realise the fact that the problem of land

who are

which should have been tackled after the last war, has not been
solved entirely and has largely contributed to the chaotic situ-
ation which was one of the causes of the war. Until this
question remains unsolved, the standard of living of the masses
can hardly be raised, the fascist forces of unrest won’t be able
to be checked and the politically unripe masses will become an
casy prey to the jingo-nationalistic phrases used for the pur-
pose of diverting social discontent into the channels of hatred
against our neighbours.

The equitable distribution of the land is one of the problems
which concerns all Danubian countries. ‘I'he unhealthy distri-
bution of the land was the cause of all evil, creating an over-
whelming number of land proletariat. In most of the countries
land reform has gone a long way to solve the problem of big
estates, while amongst all countries Hungary was in the worst
situation, where, the proportion of the land has scarcely been
altered since the XI1Ith century.

"I'he aristocracy, nobility, the Catholic Church possesses the
main part of the land. Out of 16 million arable yoke, 6,400,000
was the property of 4,146 people, which meant that 40 per cent.
belonged to one half per cent, of the population, on the other
hand over 1,000,000 farm labourers were completely destitute.
I'hey got employment only at harvest time, when they worked
14 to 18 hours at 1/6 a day, including the food received in
T'hese were the lucky days of the year, harvest time,
which had to provide for all the year round, when they had
no possibility for earning. The law of 1898 nicknamed the slave
law has until recently been in vigour, and obliges the farmworker

kind.

to sign a contract with the landlord in the presence of the notary.
In case of a breach on the part of the labourer, he was liable to
All attempts to organise agricultural
workers were prohibited by law and “it was punishable to ad-
dress, attend or hire rooms for meetings for the purpose of
T'rade Unions.” 600,000
same  conditions, with the

two months imprisonment.

‘inciting’ to form estate  servants

lived more or less under the

difference that they were provided for all through the year and
their condition depended on the benevolence of their land-
lords. 270 thousand peasants possessed less than one acre and
1,100 thousand less than 5 acres, which is also insufficient to
live on, and they are therefore obliged to hire out their labour.
This is how pre-war Hungary with a population of 8,600,000
had more than 3,000,000 “beggars,” which meant that out of
4,400,000 agrarian population, three-fourth were practically
without means. The minimum land required for a family of
5, are 10-d2 yokes, which the greater majority of the agrarian
population did not possess. As a large part of the land has been
entailed, there was little possibility of buying the land even for
the thrifty which resulted in an overflux of emigration over-
seas and in the decrease of natality. Before the last war about
2,000,000 left the country for the U.S.A., forced out by the
selfishness of landowners. "T'he one child system spread strongly
in the wretched villages and whole districts died out.

On the other hand the biggest property owned by one man
were to be found in Hungary. 2,426,790 yokes belonged to 84
people out of which Prince Esterhazy owned 223,000 yoke,

Count L. Karolyi 100,000 yoke, Prince George Festetich,
09,400 yokes.  'U'he Torthy land ceform was a farce, drawn
up by the representative  of the big landowners, Gyula

Rubinek. (Not enough land has been re-distributed and for
small holdings were invented); in other words it has not solved
the question of the landless proletariat. The mammoth estates
largely remained untouched. The future of our country de-
pends on how the distribution of the land will be solved.

Count M. Karolyi’s programme has been the following:

1. The large estate has to be reduced to 300 yoke minimum,
and the landless peasantry has to receive per family a mini-
mum of 10-12 acres. s

2. 'T'he new owners have to receive the necessary machinery
for use, hired out to them by the centres erccted for this
purpose.

3. 50,000 miles of roads have to be built to ease the problems
of transport and production.

4. 'The Hungarian rivers are the best means to develop
electric power needed for the fertilisation of the plains, and
thus to bring the land to the same producing power as those
of the west.

5. Industrialised agrarian centres have to be erected so as
to process agricultural produce regularly for the market, and
to find work as well and raise the standard of living of those
peasants who were unable to acquire land.

6. As far
should be

as the
encouraged

peasants agree to

their

form kolkozes, these
development made viable.
T'o peasants who are ready to form such co-operatives, certain
advantages should be offered (special rates for manufactured
utility goods). These co-operatives would enable more people
to be settled on the land, a family of five needs 10-12 acres to
live on, a collective farm of 100 acres can provide for more
than ten families. This solution may especially be favoured in
wheat growing areas, where deep ploughing tractors have to be
used.

and

The social and economic policy of the future should be
directed in a way to unite the workers of the land with those
The
standard of living of people in these villages should be raised
both economically and culturally to such a level that they won'’t
endeavour to desert it for the town. When the villages have their
schools,

of the town and to eliminate the artificial differences.

nurseries, hospitals, public libraries, wirelesses, tele-
vision, etc., the foundation of a healthy decentralisation will be

" laid.  An equitable distribution of the land is the inevitable first

step to make out of the miserable Hungarian people of to-day,
satishied and happy citizens in a new, peaceful Europe,




May, 1945

HUNGARIAN BULLETIN 3

BUDAPEST INVITES KAROLYI TO RETURN HOME

HE BUDAPEST NATIONAL COMMITTEE de-
cided to invite home Count Karolyi, the President of
the short-lived Hungarian Republic 1918-19, who has been

an exile for 26 years.

The Budapest National Committee decided that elections
must be held at the carliest suitable minute. Until elections
may be held the representatives of the political parties
should administrate the affairs of the city. 'The Parties also
agreed that some outstanding personalities should also be
invited to® the General Meeting, amongst them Count
Karolyi, “this outstanding, great fighter® for democracy.”
The decision of the National Committee caused great satis-
faction throughout the country, the radio added.

P very pleased to see,” said Count Karolyi, “that all the
wdeals for which | have fought for many years will he realized
now 1 Hungary.  Radical land-reform, democracy, Slav foreign
political orentation, friendship with the allies, friendship with
our neighbours. "'he Committee’s invitation is first of all not a
personal but a political satisfaction for me. I am going home as
soon as technicalities permit me to leave.”

It caused great satisfaction among Hungarians at home
and abroad, and also to all British and other friends of
Hungary that this great democratic fighter had been invited
to return home, and take part in the reconstruction of our
country. ‘The British, American and neutral press gave
wide publicity to the news — the Daily Herald, Manchester
Guardign, Yorkshire Post, Daily Worker, New Statesman
and Nation and Evening News among other newspapers.
They all described Count Karolyi’s distinguished career
and expressed their congratulations that after 26 years of
exile he will probably soon become, once again, one of the
leading personalities of Hungary. ’ .

After this invitation Count Kirolyi was elected a mem-
ber of the National Assembly for Budapest. I'hree more
distinguished Hungarians who live abroad were elected
at the same time. These are Prof. Rustem Vambery,
President of the “New Democratic Hungary” movement,
New York: Mr. Bela Bartok, the world-famous musician,
who also lives in New York, and Mr. George Boloni, the
well-known journalist, who organised Hungarians in Paris
and led their fight against the Germans.

IDES OF MARCH

T'he Hungarian Council in Great Britain celebrated the
Ides of March in the presence of a large and enthusiastic
audience.  On the 15th March, 1848, the Hungarian people
rose against Austrian oppression demanding, and partly
securing, the rights of free men for themselves.  The
celebration started with the singing of the Hungarian
National Anthem. A letter from Michael Karolyi was
read in his absence.

“Gince 1849 this is the first March,” said the letter -
“which can be celebrated in freedom. T'he country, at last,
is on the best way to realize the ideals of 1848. T'he new
national assembly and the new government will be worthy
of the spirit of 48 if they extirpate the remainders
of fascism.  We all look forward with confidence to the
work of the assembly and of the government.”

George Buday, a Committee member of the Association

of Free Hungarians in Great Britain, the chairman of the

meeting, made his presidential address.

“For many years this is the first occasion when we do
not need to celebrate instead of our compatriots at home,
but we can celebrate together with them.” Mr. Buday also
expressed the hope that the strength, faith, industry, talent
and unbreakable energy of the Hungarians would secure
a worthy place for Hungary in the great family of nations.

Endre Havas, the speaker of the New Democratic Hun-
gary Movement spoke of the united struggle of the capital
and country for the common aims. He greeted the heroic
workers and citizens of Budapest and the peasants of the
country who held high once again the banner of 1848, n
this dreadful year of 1945.

Mihaly Richter in the name of the London Hungarian
Club tried to give the moral lesson of 48 for the present
days.  ‘he Hungarian people must take their place for
cood i the rank of those nations who fight for liherty and

social progress, must punish the criminals and must fight
united, with all patriotic forces, for a better future. Finally
George Tarjan recited the “Nemseti Dal,” some other
poems by Petofi and Vorosmarty’s “Szozat.”

SRR Y |

MESSAGES TO HUNGARY

After the Hungarian Council in Great Britain was
formed it sent many messages to the Hungarian people,
urging them to resist the Germans and their Hungarian
accomplices, and to chase them out of the country. The
Council supported Hungarian resistance and also invited
the Hungarian people to form a National Provisional
Government. When these aims were achieved, the Coun-
cil sent two more messages. The first was after the com-
plete liberation of Budapest, after the fearful and devastat-
ing siege, in which — because of the reckless stand of the
Germans and the treachery of the Arrow Cross Party—
a great part of the Hungarian capital was destroyed. The
second was on the occasion of the complete liberation of
Hungary. When the last German was expelled from Hun-
garian soil, the following message was sent through the
medium of the BBC:

Every Hungarian is filled with joy, satisfaction and
gratitude that the victorious Red Army has chased the last
German and Hungarian Fascist from Hungarian territory. Now
that the German Reich iseabout to collapse under the heavy
blows falling upon it from the East and West and the Hun-
garian Fascists know that the hour is rapidly approaching when
they will have to answer for their crimes; the whole Hungarian
people concentrate their energy on two main tasks. First they
want to play an active part in the struggle against the Germans
and they want to do everything in their power to contribute to
the liquidation of Nazism and Fascism. Secondly, the Hun-
garian people want to start the work of reconstruction with
unbroken determination and every Hungarian, living without or
within the Hungarian frontiers, is confident that the strength,
will and talent of the Magyar people will soon succeed in
building up a new, happy and democratic lluugnryj.
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A NEW FACTOR IN HUNGARIAN
POLITICAL LIFE

The National Peasant Party and Its Part in the
Democratic Development in Hungary
By Dr. GEORGE BUDAY, A.R.E., Member of the Hungarian Council

N last December, when the Hungarian National Independence

Front (MNFF) held its first big mass meeting in liberated

Szeged, the resolutions were signed by the historical Social
Democratic, Communist and Smallholders’ Parties and by repre-
sentatives of a new political organisation, namely the National
Peasant Party (N.P.P.) This was the first that the outside
world had heard of the existence of this professedly peasant
party.

Since its first public appearance, the N.P.P. appeared more
regularly in all reports from liberated Hungary. Dr. Ferenc
Erdei, a leader of the party, became Minister of the Interior
at Debrecen in the Provisional National Government. The
party’s speakers took a prominent part in all democratic meetings
and debates, both inside and outside the National Assembly, and
it was the N.P.PJs Land Reforme policy, published at the end
of January, 1945, which, within two months of its publication,
fonmed the body of the Land Reform Bill adopted in March
and is now  Law, having been supported by an overwhelming
majority of all parties of the MNII

These facts prove that this new party, in spite of its 5o far
very briel career, is one ol the most active and encrpetic factors
in the new Hungarian public life.  Its leaders are able and well
qualified young men, capable not only to organise peasant
affairs but to gain the confidence of other democratic bodies in
the country. All this justifies the great expectations with which
progressive circles look forward to the future activities of the
N:PP;

Although the N.P.P. as such is new to Hungarian public
life, it {is achieving aims, which are far from being new in
Hungary, namely the political and economic liberation of mil-
lions of landless peasants, who so far have never had a fair
chance.  ‘T'he peculiar social structure of Hungary has changed
during the centuries from feudal to feudal-capitalistic, and
quite recently into “feudal-fascist.” Owing to the excessive
privileges on the one hand of the feudal ruling classes in state
government and on the other hand the insufficient political and
cconomic force of the working people to restrict the power
of the land owning class or to take over state leadership from
them, the characteristic feudal contrast between rulers and
ruled has been maintained until the present day. The fact that
Hungarian peasants were unable to alter this state of affairs
was not due to political immaturity as the excessive peasant
revolutions show that this class realised that its part in the
control of national affairs was not equal to its significance and
service. 'The new order of serfdom had hardly been estab-
lished on feudal lines when the Transylvanian peasant revo-
lution, led by A. Nagy Buday rose against it in 1437, 'There
were nine peasant risings between this and George Dozsa’s
national peasant revolution, in 1514, which was suppressed only
by massacres of the serfs.  Later the Rakoczi revolution, the
war of liberation in 1848, the characteristic “agrarian-socialist”
attempts in the carly 20th century, and the Karolyi revolution
in October, 1918, all began by the popular demand for the
abolishment of the feudal structure in national life and were
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supported by the peasantry. ‘I'he continuous failure of these
revolutions was not due to lack of popular support, but to the
overwhelming material strength of internal feudalism allied to
foreign reactionaries,

IFor the first time international constellations in South-Eastern
Europe encourage and help democratic developments in Hungary
through the Red Army’s glorious victories over Germany, whose
imperialists always sided with the oppressors of the democratic
aspirations of the nation. These victories coupled with the
overwhelming superiority of the Anglo-American Allies in the
West ensure the elimination of this sinister German intervention
for the future and give also to the Hungarian peasantry the
chance so long sought for to take its reasonable share in the
building up of a new, democratic community. In this process
the N.P.P. has a leading part.

Not only the leaders of this party, amongst whom Ferenc
Erdei, Imre Kovacs, Joseph Darvas, Peter Veres, should be
mentioned, together with a number of prominent supporters in-
cluding Julius Illyes, the author, and Julius Ortutay, the
ethnologist, but also the masses which belong to it have
been amongst the most ardent anti-Germans and  anti-
fascists in Hungary for years, cven when the anti-fascist cause
must have looked very hopeless in Europe.  Their efforts were
analysed in my article on ““I'he problems of the organisation of
peasant  resistance in Hungarey”  (Free Hungarian Review,
London, July, 1943, pp. 1-5), in which I emphasised the lead-
ing and uncquivocal part played by these friends around  the
weekly organ “Ssabad Sco” (Free Voice) and the section of
the agricultural workers of the Peasant Union. It was not
only the careful analysis of their pronouncements, but personal
knowledge of and comradeship with these young men which
made us confident that they, who were so cleverly building up
a national peasant organisation in enforced clandestine times,
would be amongst the heroes of Hungarian liberation when they
had the chance.

For example Ferenc Erdei was a prominent member of the
Szeged College of progressive Hungarians, which originally co-
operated with the “Sarlo” Movement in Czechslovakia, and was
the forerunner of the “Village Researchers’ Movement” in Hun-
gary. Coming from that community, Krdei later took an im-
portant part in the “March Front” and it is not surprising to
find him at the head of democratic peasant movements in free
Hungary. Similar remarks could be made about other members
of the N.P.P., which not only deservedly represents wider
masses of the landless and poor-peasants but in spite of
feudalistic terror and nazi oppression kept alive the conscious-
ness of Iungarian land workers and organised them into active
resistance movements even .during the last black years, causing
tremendous sabotage to the German war machine.

None in this group is ‘inclined to be “peasant-romantic”
which was a dangerous infection of those one time village re-
searchers who finally found themselves co-operating with
fascism. The leaders of the N.P.P. were always realists. They
loved the peasantry as one loves the community one comes
from, but they were not taken in by fashionable slogans of
“exclusive missions” and “superiority,” etc., and they always
fought the ‘subversive trends which aimed at prolonging
feudalism by conserving  the outworn traditional forms of
peasant life.  Neither is the N.P.P. a “revolutionary” party
in the meaning that a leading minority enforces changes and
its leadership on bigger masses of the less conscious, though
in peculiar Hungarian circumstances it may sound revolutionary
for millions of peasants to take their proper share in a con-
stitutional  and  democratic  national transformation of their
country. Nor are the members of the N.P.P. socialists in any
dogmatic  sense, neither do they promote “class struggle”
against any other constructive section of society, although their
education is fully up-to-date and they understand the working
of human society. Their leaders recognised the terrible social
position of Hungarian peasants and land-workers and saw in it a
handle by which the whole Hungarian national life could be
turned. When struggling against feudalistic remnants, they are
fighting for the liberation of millions of poor peasants, but at
the same time by destroying the common enemy, they fight for
the freedom of all other productive classes, including the in-
dustrial  workers  and intellectuals,  thus becoming in close
alliance with them, a real national factor in national life.

In this respect it is characteristic that during and long before
the various fascist putsches they gained the friendly support
of the most prominent progressive intellectuals and the free
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I'rade Unions of the industrial workers, were in co-operation
with men like A. Szakasits, Gyula Kallai, and others of the
Social Democratic  Party, and like Bajesy-Zsilinszky of the
Smallholders in the Magyar Front, and it is significant that it
was the Communist Party which now first approved the N.P.P.’s
Land Reform Proposals. In this respect it is worth while
to quote the statement of the Hungarian Communist Party
about this: “The Communist Party holds the view that the
N.P.P.s plan will assist the realisation of the land reform of
the Provisional National Assembly and the Provisional National
Government. The Communist Party wishes to overcome the
differences among the ranks of the democratic parties in the
question of land reform and therefore in its statement it agrees
to the N.P.P’s plan, while submitting one or two questions
explanatory and supplementary to the proposals.”  From this
statement it is apparent that the N.P.P. not only enjoys the
wide support of the Hungarian labouring peasants, but managed
1o find positive and constructive co-operation with the industrial
working classes of Hungary, whose support is a decisive factor
in carrying out the Land Reform Bill.

I'his co-operation we consider from a national point of view
the most promising feature of the new life of the nation and the
firtnest guarantee of the future free and democratic Tangary,

The geographical position of  Hungary during the centuries
ol imperialistic wars caused tremendous loss of life and wealth
tor Hungary, and owing to the anti-national aspirations of recent
rulers siding Hungary with the German fascists in the present
war crowned the sufferings of the people. Out of this war,
however, a new Hungary is emerging, led by democratically
elected parties and people, who for the first time in centuries
can take advantage of favourable international world trends.
Amongst its comrades the N.P.P. takes a prominent place in
this. It is accomplishing the centuries old desire of the Hun-
garian people by taking a fair share in the democratisation of the’,
country and as such deserves the support of not only all Hun-
garian patriots but of other peoples too, especially progressive
elements in Great Britain and America, who never hid their just
disapproval of the rule of feudal big landowners. They now
have a good and justified opportunity to feel active sympathy
and show support for the millions of previously oppressed
peasants and agricultural workers, who are gaining more and
more control in their own land and who are sincerely endeavour-
ing, hand in hand with the other freedom-loving sections of
the national society, to lead Hungary towards lasting peace
within itself and with its neighbours.

(April 7th, 1945). :
COUNT KAROLYI’S 70th BIRTHDAY

Michael Karolyi, celebrated his 70th birthday on the 3rd
March.  The Hungarian colony in London greeted with en-
thusiasm and affection this great fighter for democracy at a little
celebration, where high-ranking officials of neighbouring states,
many journalists, representing the British and the world press
and all the leading members of the Hungarian colony in
London were present. A great number of telegrams were re-
ceived, among them one from the Soviet Embassy in London,
telegrams from Rustem Vambery and Oscar Jassi and Vilmos
Bochm were received. .

"I'he outstanding event of the celebration was a speech by Dr.
Ripka, then Czechoslovak Minister of State, who declared that
Karolyi was a famous and noble fighter for democracy and
social progress, and stated that if the new Hungary follows the
ideas and doctrines of Karolyi, there would be no difficulty at
Al in establishing agreement between the Czechoslovak and
Hungarian peoples.

“I hope,” Dr. Ripka went on to say, “that we shall soon meet
in Budapest and shall be able to greet you in Prague.”

Dr. Ripka also paid tribute to Countess Karolyi, who “is not
only a charming woman but also a clever and brilliant
politician.”

Dr. Bela Levy, the well-known Hungarian jurist, made a
specech in the name of the Hungarian Council in Great Britain
and stated that in spite of the long propaganda-campaign
directed against Karolyi, his name will live for ever in the hearts
of the Hungarian people. ], Prager, in the name of the
“Vilagossag” Socialist organisation and Mr. Bishop, in the
name of the free Roumanians, greeted Count Karolyi, and
Baron Lajos Hatvany described in touching words Karolyi’s
long and often almost solitary fight for Hungarian democracy,
for the landless peasantry and for fricndship with the Soviet
Union, The audience was deepls touched when Hatvany spoke

of the terrible sufferings of the people of Budapest and Hun-
gary. Karolyi in his answer thanked the speakers who, according
to his opinion, were much biased in his favour. He thanked
Dr. Ripka, not only in his own name, but also in the name
of the Hungarian people and declared that the Hungarian
*people could not and must not be made responsible for the
crimes of their leaders. Karolyi stated that in spite of 25
years of hate-propaganda the Hungarian people would be an-
Xious to build up a new friendship with their democratic neigh-
bours, the great Soviet Union and the Western democracies.
.He urged everybody to return home and take part in the building
of a new Hungary. However, he added, he himself would only
return home if asked to by the Hungarian people. After the
speeches a plaquet of Count Karolyi, by Paul Vinoze, the
eminent artist, was presented to him. At the end of the meeting
the audience cheered Michael Karolyi and his wife Katinka
Andrassy, who has been a faithful companion and counsellor
of her husband during the long years of exile,

Count Karolyi's British friends also arranged a  tea-party
to celebrate his 70th birthday. Count Karolyi was greeted by
Miss Ellen Wilkinson, Under-Secretary of State.

“Count Karolyi and myself,” said Miss Wilkinson, “fought
on the same platform for 25 years, We have warned the world
ol the dungers of Fascisin and war,  There are very few people
who fought as faithfully and indomitably for the cause of
humanity as NMichael Karolyi did. Tt is a great pity that his
words, and the words of a few others, were not listened to.
We hope that the future will be different from the past, and
that Karolyi’s long and brave fight has not been in vain.”

Mr. Seton Watson spoke of Karolyi as a great man, emerging
from the political turmoil of Central Europe. In spite of the
long and calumnious campaign, conducted against him in his
own country, he never lost faith in a better future. He always
believed that a peaceful collaboration between the peoples of
Central Europe would be possible.

Count Karolyi in his answer gratefully thanked for the kind
words of these great democrats and also thanked Mr. William
Gillies and Miss Dorothy Galton, who kindly organised this
birthday-party. ‘It is a great achievement,” Count Karolyi
remarked, ‘“that after so many years of exile and persecution
I can boast of such admirable friends. The new Hungary
will need these brave and distinguished friends.”

Many well-known and distinguished English personalities
were present at the tea-party and many letters and telegrams
were received from abroad.

MEMBERS OF THE HUNGARIAN COUNCIL

The three Hungarian organisations forming the Hungarian
Council in Great Britain were the Association of Free Hungarians
in Great Britain, the Hungarian Club in London and the New
Democratic Movement. The Association of Iree Hungarians
was represented by Dr. George Buday, Dr. Bela Ivi nyi-Grunwald
and Dr. Andrew Revai. (Deputy member, George Tarjan). The
Hungarian Club in London was rcpresentud by Mr. Stephen
lgaz, Mr. George Kellner, Mr. Nicholas Sziisz (Deputy
member, Mr. Michael Richter). The delegation of the New
Democratic Hungary movement @ Count Michael Karolyi, Presi-
dent of the Hungarian Council, Countess Katinka Andrassy
and Mr. Zoltan Kellermann. (Deputy member, Mr, Andrew
Havas). The Hungarian Council co-opted the following mem-
bers: Mr. Paul lgnotus, Dr. Bela Lévy and Dr. Karl Polanyi.
Press Ofticer: Dr. George Mikes.
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‘I'rade Unions of the industrial workers, were in co-operation
with men like A. Szakasits, Gyula Kallai, and others of the
Social  Democratic Party, and like  Bajesy-Zsilinszky of the
Smallholders in the Magyar Front, and it is significant that it
was the Communist Party which now first approved the N.P.P.’s
Land Reform Proposals. In this respect it is worth while
to quote the statement of the Hungarian Communist Party
about this: “I'he Communist Party holds the view that the
N.P.P’s plan will assist the realisation of the land reform of
the Provisional National Assembly and the Provisional National
Government.  The Communist Party wishes to overcome the
differences among the ranks of the democratic parties in the
question of land reform and therefore in its statement it agrees
to the N.P.P’s plan, while submitting one or two, questions
explunatory and supplementary to the proposals.”  From this
statement it is apparent that the N.P.P. not only enjoys the
wide support of the Hungarian labouring peasants, but managed
1o find positive and constructive co-operation with the industrial
working classes of Hungary, whose support is a decisive factor
i carrying out the Land Reform Bill.

This co-operation we consider from a national point of view
the most promising feature of the new life of the nation and the
firmest guaantee of the futare free and democratie Huangary,

The peographiweal poston of Hungary during the centuries
ol nperialistic wars caused tremendous loss of life and wealth
for Hungary, and owing to the anti-national aspirations of recent
rulers siding Hungary with the German fascists in the present
war crowned the sufferings of the people.  Out of this war,
however, a new Hungary is emerging, led by democratically
elected partics and people, who for the first time in centuries
can take advantage of favourable international world trends.
Amongst its comrades the N.P.P. takes a prominent place in
this. It is accomplishing the centuries old desire of the Hun-
garian people by taking a fair share in the democratisation of the’
country and as such deserves the support of not only all Hun-
garian patriots but of other peoples too, especially progressive
clements in Great Britain and America, who never hid their just
disapproval of the rule of feudal big landowners. They now
have a good and justified opportunity to feel active sympathy
and  show support for the millions of previously oppressed
peasants and agricultural workers, who are gaining more and
more control in their own land and who are sincerely endeavour-
ing, hand in hand with the other freedom-loving sections of
the national society, to lead Hungary towards lasting peace
within itself and with its neighbours.

(April 7th, 1945). :
COUNT KAROLYI'S 70th BIRTHDAY

Michael Karolyi, celebrated his 70th birthday on the 3rd
March.,  The Hungarian colony in London greeted with en-
thusiasm and affection this great fighter for democracy at a little
celebration, where high-ranking officials of neighbouring states,
many journalists, representing the British and the world press
and  all the leading  members of the THungarian colony in
London were present. A great number of telegrams were re-
ceived, among them one from the Sovict Embassy in London,
telegrams from Rustem Vambery and Oscar Jassi and Vilmos
Boehm were received. - !

I'he outstanding event of the celebration was a speech by Dr.
Ripka, then Czechoslovak Minister of State, who declared that
Karolyi was a famous and noble fighter for democracy and
socinl progress, and stated that if the new Hungary follows the
ideas and doctrines of Karolyi, there would be no difficulty at
all in establishing agreement betwcen the Czechoslovak and
Hungarian peoples.

“I hope,” Dr. Ripka went on to say, “that we shall soon meet
in Budapest and shall be able to greet you in Prague.”

Dr. Ripka also paid tribute to Countess Karolyi, who
only a  charming  woman  but also a clever and
politician.”

Dr. Bela Levy, the well-known Hungarian jurist, made a
speech in the name of the Hungarian Council in Great Britain
Sinel - stated At in- spite of the Joni propaganda-campaign
directed aginst Karolyi, his name will live for ever in the hearts
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of the Hungarian  people. ). Prager, in the name of the
“Vilagossag”  Socialist  organisation and Mr. Bishop, in the
name of the  free Roumanians, greeted Count Karolyi, and
Baron Lajos Hatvany described in touching words Karolyi's

long and often almost solitary fight for Iungarian democracy,
for the landless peasantry and for foeadhip with the Soviet
Union,  The audicnee was dovply touched whon Hatvany spoke

of the terrible sufferings of the people of Budapest and Hun-
wary. Karolyi in his answer thanked the speakers who, according
to his opinion, were much biased in his favour. He thanked
Dr. Ripka, not only in his own name, but also in the name
of the Hungariarf people and declared that the Hungarian
"people could not and must not be made responsible for the
crimes of their leaders.  Karolyi stated that in spite of 25
years of hate-propaganda the Hungarian people would be an-
Xious to build up a new friendship with their democratic neigh-
bours, the great Soviet Union and the Western democracies.
{Ie urged everybody to return home and take part in the building
L4 .

of a new Hungary. However, he added, he himself would only
return home if asked to by the Hungarian people. After the
speeches a plaquet of  Count Karolyi, by Paul Vinoze, the
eminent artist, was presented to him. At the end of the meeting
the audience cheered Michael Karolyi and his wife Katinka
Andrassy, who has been a faithful companion and counsellor
of her husband during the long years of exile,

Count Karolyi's British friends also arranged  a tea-party
to celebrate his” 70th birthday.,  Count Karolyi was grected by
Miss Ellen Wilkinson, Under-Secretary of State,

“Count Karolyi and myself,” said Miss Wilkinson, ‘‘fought
on the same platform for 25 years. We have warned the world
ol the dungers of Fascismoand ware, "There are very few people
who flought as faithfully and indomitably for the cause of
humanity as Michael Karolyi did. 1t is u great pity that s
words, and the words ot a few others, were not listened to.
We hope that the future will be different from the past, and
that Karolyi's long and brave fight has not been in vain.”

Mr. Seton Watson spoke of Karolyl as a great man, emerging
from the political turmoil of Central Europe. In spite of the
long and calumnious campaign, conducted against him in his
own country, he never lost faith in a better future. He always
believed that a peaceful collaboration between the peoples of
Central Europe would be possible.

Count Karolyi in his answer gratefully thanked for the kind
words of these great democrats and also thanked Mr. William
Gillies and Miss Dorothy Galton, who kindly organised this
birthday-party. It is a great achievement,” Count Karolyi
remarked, “that alter so many years of exile and persecution
| can boast of such admirable friends. The new Hungary
will need these brave and distinguished friends.”

Many well-known and distinguished  English  personalities
were present at the tea-party and many letters and telegrams
were received from abroad.

MEMBERS OF THE HUNGARIAN COUNCIL

T'he three Hungarian organisations forming the Hungarian
Council in Great Britain were the Association of Free Hungarians
in Great Britain, the Hungarian Club in London and the New
Democratic Movement.  ‘The Association of Free Hungarians
was represented by Dr. George Buday, Dr. Bela lvi nyi-Grunwald
and Dr. Andrew Revai.  (Deputy member, George Tarjan). ‘The
Hungarian Club in London was represented by Mr. Stephen
Ipaz, Mr. George Kellner, Mr.  Nicholas Szisz (Deputy
member, Mr. Michael Richter). The delegation of the New
Democratic Hungary movement : Count Michael Karolyi, Presi-
dent of the Tungarian Council, Countess Katinka  Andrassy

and Mr, Zoltan Kellermann,  (Deputy member, Mr, Andrew
Havas). ‘The Hungarian Council co-opted the following mem-
bers: Mr. Paul Ignotus, Dr. Bela Lévy and Dr. Karl Polanyi.

Press Ofticer: Dr. George Mikes,
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MASS MEETING AFTER THE LIBERATION
OF BUDAPEST

N the 25th of February the Hungarian Council in

Great Britain organised a great meeting in Holborn
Hall, in order to celebrate the liberation of Hungary, the
election of the National Assembly, the formation of the
new National Provisional Government and the conclusion
of the armistice. The first Sunday after the Red Army’s
27th birthday was chosen as the date for the meeting.

Lt.-Col. Poudov, a member of the Red Army’s military
mission in this country took part in the meeting. The audience
received the Soviet officer with overwhelming enthusiasm and
applauded and cheered him for many minutes,

Count Karolyi, President of the Hungarian Council in Great
Britain, took the chair and in his opening words he expressed
how honoured and pleased he felt to be able to welcome the
‘Russian officer.

“This is a great day for Hungarians,” Count Karolyi went
on to say, “because Hungary has not only heen freed by the
Red Army from Nazism but also from Horthy’s fascism.” Count
Karolyi then dwelt on the long list of countlesy crimes com-
mitted by the Horthy regime.  'Then he paid tribute to the
Red Army's glorious victories, and to Marshal Stalin, a great
feader of a great people. .

“From one certinn point of view we have lost the war,”
Count Karolyr remarked, “but from another we have won it,
The Red Anmy has opened  the way to democratic develop-
mments for the Hungarian nation.” "The chaivman pointed out that
according to his views the most urgent internal political and
economic tasks in Hungary were to carry out a radical land-
reform, to improve the social position of the masses by new
legislation and to secure individual freedom for every citizen.
The most urgent tasks in the foreign political field were to
establish friendly relations with the Soviet Union, with all our
neighbours and with the big Western democracies.

The Lt.-Col. Poudov addressed the meeting. He said:

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 am very happy indeed to be here on behalf of the Soviet
Embassy and the Soviet Military Mission to bring you warmest
greetings from the Soviet people and its glorious Red Army.

The Provisional National Government and the Provisional
National Assembly of Hungary are embarking upon the great
task of mobilising the people and resources of freed Hungary
for the speediest attainment of victory over the common enemy.

I'he Hitlerites boasted that for more than a hundred years
not a single enemy soldier had been within Germany’s borders
and that the Germany Army had fought and would fight only
on foreign soil. The superb achievements of the Red Army
and of the Allied Fighting Forces have put an end to that boast.
In the East and in the West Germany has become a battle arena.

The liberation of Budapest was one of the outstanding mili-
tary events that has marked the holding of the Crimea Con-
ference. That historic meeting is a brilliant demonstration of
the unity and might of the Democratic Coalition; it expresses
the will of all freedom-loving mankind to achieve victory and
after victory a peace that will endure and bring security and
well-being to the world.

The end of the war is approaching. A glorious task confronts
us, the task of building a lasting and unshakeable peace.

“Only with continuing and growing co-operation and
understanding among our three countries and among all
peace-loving nations can the highest aspiration of humanity
be realised — a secure and lasting peace.”

declared Churchill, Stalin and Roosevelt.

Then Mr. A. Revai addressed the meeting in the name of
the Association of Free Hungarians in Great Britain.

After enumerating what has been achieved by the Provisional
National Government, Andrew Revai pointed out that although
the armistice naturally means a heavy burden for Hungary,
it gives at the same time a possibility to atone for the past.
He expressed his confidence in the Government which is or-
ganising with energy Hungary’s participation in the war against
Germany, and is preparing at the same time, the democratic
tansformation of the country.  "The task undertaken by the
Government is an extremely diflicult one. It can be success-
fully achieved only if it receives all support in and outside the

country. Finally, Mr. Revai referred to the gratitude to the
Red Army, felt by all Hungarians both at home and abroad for
the liberation of our country. It was to express this gratitude
that this celebration was held on the 27th anniversary of the
birth of the Red Army. By this gesture, Hungarians who are
grateful to Great Britain for the hospitality they enjoyed, and
who, at the same time will never forget that their country has
been liberated by the Red Army, also wish to express their
belief that the lasting co-operation between the Soviet Union and
Great Britain is the best safeguard for the future happiness
of mankind.

Then Mr. Sziisz spoke in the name of the Hungarian Club
in London. “I am proud to say,” said Mr. Sziisz, “that my
organisation joined the Hungarian National Independence Front
shortly after its foundation. We spared no efforts to convince
our compatriots in foreign countries that every Hungarian
patriot must rally around the new organisation, which led the
fight of the Hungarian people against the Germans and the
reactionary regime. We noted with great satisfaction that the
two other Hungarian organisations in this country have de-
cided to support the programme of the Independence Front and
so it was possible to set up the united political body of Hun-
garians living in Great Britain. Our united organisation, the
Hungarian Council in Great Britain has based its activity to
a great extent on the programme of the Independence Front

“ . Democratic Hungarians at home and abroad are whole-
heartedly supporting the Provisional National Assembly and the
legitimnate representitive of the nation, the Provisional National
Government,"

Mr. ‘Tom Wintringham, former Commander of - the
British Battalion in the Spanish Civil War was the next
speaker.

He expressed his great sympathy for the people of
Budapest who suffered terrible torture because of the
criminal treachery of the Germans and the Hungarian
fascists.

Mr! Birch, representing 50,000 British workers also paid
tribute to Count Karolyi’s great historical achievement.

Finally the following resolution was unanimously adopted by
the meeting:

The Hungarian Council in Great Britain, under the presi-
dency of Count Michael Karolyi, organised a Mass Meeting on
February 25th. From this Meeting we are sending our greetings
and wish to convey our sincere love to the Hungarian people
liberated from the feudal-Fascist oppression. We greet the
democratically elected Provisional National Assembly, the Pro-
visional National Government which, expressing the will of
the nation, not only severed relations with the Germans, but
led the country into the camp of. the United Nations and
mobilised the whole nation in the fight against the Germans.

The Completion of the Armistice opened the way towards a
democratic development which has already found its expression
in the revived freedom of the democratic parties, ini the freedom
of the press, of assembly and of religion, in the liquidation of the
laws brought against the nation and those quenching its freedom,
in the preparation of a radical land reform, in the purge of civil
administration, in the declaration of war against the Germans,
all of which we welcome with great satisfaction and pleasure
and offer to support them.

We are expressing our thankfulness to the United Nations,
first of all to the Governments of the Soviet Union, of Great
Britain and of the United States of America whose understand-
ing makes it possible for our country to adapt herself into the
family of the democratic peoples.

Let us thank and be grateful to the liberators of our country,
the heroic Red Army, to its Commander in Chief, Marshal
Stalin, to all its officers and soldiers, who, by driving the Nazis
out of the country, made it possible for the Hungarian people
to find the way which leads to the realisation of their demo-
cratic ideas. We bow our heads before the Russian and Hun-
garian heroes who lost their lives in the fight for liberation,
and whose glorious memory we shall keep with reverence.

Long live the fight of the United Nations!

Long live the free, independent, democratic Hungary!

George Buday, the internationally known artist, pre-
pared a beautiful wood-cngraving for this occasion.

Published by the Huncarian Councit iN G BRITAIN, 30 Connaught Sq., London, W.2, and Printed by S. Sibbrrs & SON a1,
115 Salusbury Road, N.W.6.
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THE FRIENDS OF THE NEW DEMOCRATIC HUNGARY
’ 30, CONNAUGHT SQUARE, LONDON, W.2

’Phone : PAD. 5583

The aim of our Club is to promote the spirit of
collaboration among the peoples of Central East
Europe, and to become a centre for discussions of a
common attitude towards the future.

It is essential to the achievement of our aim that
Hungary does not remain a semi-feudal country. The
location of Hungary in the centre of the Danube Basin
endows the country with a particular significance. In
the past its feudal-fascist regime was one of the main
obstacles in the way of a stable peace. It must not be
forgotten that it was Hungary that first introduced
Fascism, and that the Hungarian Government prides
itself on the fact that the fascist creed originated in
Szeged under Horthy, from where it spread over Ger-
many and Italy. For twenty-five years Hungary was
a hotbed of reactionary propaganda. A Europe wish-
ing to maintain peace cannot afford to have in its midst
such a delayed-action bomb, filled with explosive ele-
ments of revenge. = We know that there is another
Hungary, the downtrodden, wretched, silent masses,
who were not responsible for the treachery of their
leaders nor for stabbing Yugoslavia in the back after
signing the non-aggression Pact with them.

There has never been such a unique opportunity
as at present for the foreigners living in this free
country to develop a new and democratic spirit. Whilst
deeply indebted to the generous hospitality of the Eng-
lish and having had in the past years the privilege to
learn much from this country, to admire the greatness
of the British people, their courage and determination
in time of trial, their detachment towards material
iosses, their sense of co-operation, their love for free-
dom, their genuine Christian spirit; we believe that a
more personal contact is necessary to acquire a sounder
knowledge and understanding of this country, of its
democratic institutions, its political and social evolu-
tion, its cultural life. We want to create lasting ties
with the English people so that when we return to our
respective countries the contacts established will help
us to realise our aims in practice.




On the other hand the English people who are
interested in the rebuilding of Europe, and who will
take an active part in it, will gain a more direct know-
ledge of our problems, so that the errors of past policies
should not be repeated, and be better able to help us
in our coming struggle against the dark forces of the
reaction, which will still be in existence after the
victorious conclusion of the war. The defeat of Hitler
will not mean the overnight liquidation of fascism, and
we have to be prepared for a strenuous and bitter
struggle. We also firmly believe that assistance from
the U.S.S.R. is essential for success, and that the
united effort of our peoples can only be effective in co-

~_operation with our great neighbour.

We should be the bridge between the ~ Western

Democracies and this great power of the East, a
vigorous link ready to stand up against all nationalistic
intolerance and thus pave the way towards a new
understanding of the peoples between each other. We
have to endeavour to unite the advantages of
Democracy to those of modern economic planning
whilst adapting them to our specific conditions.

To achieve this, we wish to extend the diverse
activities of the Club; to arrange lectures by prominent
and progressive English persons, as well as experts
from our own countries, and to organise discussions,
summer social meetings, and Brains Trusts. We
would also like to found an East-European Arts
Centre, so as to obtain a more profound knowledge
of the cultural life of our respective countries; to
arrange translations, and have poetry-reading sessions,
concerts, and musical evenings. We are keen to offer
artists and scientists the opportunity to meet on

‘common ground and exchange views, ideas and plans, =~

to the benefit of the various movements in Art and
Science seeking to study Society and Political Relations.

We hope that all who recognise the necessity for
such an organisation in London to-day, or who agree
with our aims, will join us. We must form a strong
front of bold and clear minded people, aware of the
difficulties ahead and prepared to combat all types of
fascism wherever and whenever they may spring up,
to oppose shortsightedness and chauvinism, and to
work for a peaceful, progressive and democratic
Europe.
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Government working feverishly to bring about a coali-
tion, but before this could be achieved the Roumanian
Army occupied Budapest and assisted a small group of
Hungarian police officials and other extreme reaction-
aries to talce power and to pave the way for the military
detachments of Admiral von Horthy, whose regime had
been prepared by the Allied Commander, Franchet
d’Esperay, on instructions of the Supreme Council in
Paris. At first the Trade Unions and the Democratic
partias showed considerable resistance to this undemo-
cratic, self-installed Government, but when a special
British representative of the allies arrived on the scene,
he brought “friendly pressure” to bear on the
bewildered democrats, who were induced to accept the
situation. ,From then on, unless they accepted the
necessity for compromising with the ruling clique on
the most -important issues of home and foreign policy,
the leaders and spokesmen of democratic policy were
either executed, suppressed in diverse ways, or expelled
from the country. .

When the wave of White Terror had swept the
country and news of the nature of the new Hungarian
regime reached the Western countries, the British
officials on the spot saw fit to tone down its violence.
The British High Commissioner, P. B. Hohler, the leader
of the Inter-Allied Military Mission, Brig.-Gen. R. N.
Gorton, and Admiral Sir E. Troubridge,stated in their
reports of February and March, 1920, that “ There is
nothing in the nature of a terror in Hungary ” and that
“life is as secure here as in England,” although, as
Troubridge remarked in parenthesis, “an editor of a
Socialist paper (B.Somogyi, the “ Hungarian Mateotti ™)
was murdered yesterday.” He described Admiral Horthy
as a “ strong character and a man of Liberal tendencies,”
and he described the Government as a * Christian
Government in a Christian country.” Another reassur-
ing report came from the special emissary of the Sub-

- Committee of the Allied Powers, Captain Nathanial

Horowitz, an American Jew who made his investigations
amongst the leaders of Jewish “ big business.” Having
themselves come to terms with the Jew-baiting Horthy
regime, they were prepared to deny the existence of the
White Terror in Hungary.

It must be remembered that a very powerful weapon
used as a means of enforcing reactionary rule in Hungary
was food relief. The United States food relief (under
Herbert Hoover ) and the food relief from Holland were
denied to the entire country as long as the Liberals, the
Social Democrats or the Communists were in power.
Later, under the Horthy dictatorship during the
period when Sir William Goode* was Government

‘Director of Relief in Europe, food relief was denied to

any organisation or party which could be accused of
having Left-wing tendencies, and was available only
through “White” organisations who were made

responsible for the distribution. The choice for the

needy population was submission to the ruling clique
or starvation.. ;

: Laier employed by the Hungarian Government as their Financial
- Adviser and now Chairman of the Council of British Societies for
Relief Abroad. ;



The ruling clique spread terror and despair amongst
the people of Hungary. In the international field they
repeatedly disregarded treaties and violated inter-
national law. Anti-Semitic laws, the French francs
forgery, the smuggling of armaments at St. Gothard and
the encouragement of Terrorists who assassinated the
King of Yugoslavia are but a few memorable instances
of their irresponsibility. Many Hungarian democrats
resisted this clique and endeavoured, in the interest of
their own people and the maintenance of peace in
Europe, to bring home the true state of affairs in
Hungary to the rest of the world. But the diplomats
and the bankers of the Western democracies invariably-
came to the rescue, and not even the Left-wing Press
and politicians abroad seemed really to grasp the
significance of the events.

This indifference to and misunderstanding of Hun-
garian affairs has continued throughout the inter-
war period. Hungarians who have been urging
direct resistance to the pro-Fascist regime have been
ignored by those who were responsible for British
policy ; Hungarians sentenced to death or-hard labour
in Hungary for anti-Nazi activities have been either
ignored or disowned by those who were accepted as
Britain’s spokesmen to Hungary.

Even now, during the war itself, the British attitude
to the ruling clique is baffling to the average Hungarian.
Pro-Axis Hungarian Ministers who signed the Tripartite
Pact on Hungary's behalf have been mentioned in British
official propaganda as the ideal leaders of Hungary.
Until Germany attacked Russia, Foreign Office spokes-
men were careful not to find fault with Hungarian
Government policy, and expressed appreciation of
“the honest endeavour of the successive Hungarian

" Governments during the last few years to resist Nazi
pressure.” Similarly, excuses were made for those who
were in office when the Hungarian Government decided
to take part in Germany’s war against Russia.

Part 2
POTENTIAL ALLIES IN HUNGARY

The rigid political controls in Hungary have given little
opportunity in the past for mobilising the broad mass
of the Hungarian people for resistance. Although the
backward economic and social conditions prevailing in
Hungary have been a cause of great discontent amongst.
all but the extremely well-to-do classes of society, the
people were conditioned to look to Fascist organisations
for social progress and were constantly threatened with
“ worse to come” if they failed to uphold the present
reactionary system. But in spite of that there are still
potential allies in Hungary who could be encouraged
now to take the first steps towards the establishment
of a Hungarian Democracy which could live in peace
and understanding with her neighbours, as well as with
Soviet Russia, Britain and other Western Democracies.

In listing the forces in‘Hungary which could be rallied
by the United Nations and which the British Govern-
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ment should encourage in its propaganda, we must head
the list with the Industrial Workers.

The Industrial Workers, numbering about 20 per cent.
of the working population, most of whom, in spite of
Fascist terrorism and pressure, have remained faithful
to their Democratic principles.

During the war, the Government seems to have been
unable to decide whether or not to abolish the Social
Democratic Trade Unions. Recent figures, which indi-
cate an increase from 100,000 to 300,000, include many
who ‘are not industrial workers, and are significant
mainly as a sign of the growth of opposition and of

‘recognition by the Horthy regime that the time has

come to take on a more liberal appearance.

The Peasantry, politically a shapeless, heterogeneous
mass, consisting mainly of miserably poor landless
labourers, and so-called dwarf-holders—referred to in
pre-Munich Hungary as the “three million beggars”
(their number has increased since). As Social Demo-
cratic or any other sort of progressive propaganda was
forbidden in the rural areas during the Horthy regime,
they were unable to develop any political representatlon.
But under pressure of recent events a Peasants’ Union
and an Independent Smallholders’ Party have re-emerged
which, liberated from their  present reactionary
influences, could be a rallying point for the agricultural
population.

. The Enllghtened Part of the Upper and Middle Classes,
and of the petite bourgecisie. The intellectual elite,

particularly. the group of younger men known as “ Fight-.

ing Humanists,” include Christian Democrats, Left
Liberals and Socialists. They were silenced by the
oppressive Government measures, but continued to be
a latent force. They could achieve much with the moral
support of the Western Democracies.

The Jewish Popuiation, numbering about a million,

is divided, according to the social positions of the Jews,

‘among the various parties, but its overwhelming majority

believes in progressive democracy and would play an
important part in Hungarian resistance if it were assured
that civic rights, curtailed since the 1919 counter-
revolution, would be fully restored. ;

National Minorities. The Romanian, Slovak, Ruthe-
nian, Serb, Slovene and other minorities, at present
under Hungarian rule, should be included in messages
addressed to the Hungarian people. They live under
similar conditions to the Magyar peasantry—oppressed
by the Magyar gentry ; still less can national or racial
differences be obstacles in bringing together politically
minded workers. Magyars and Romanians, Gentiles
and Jews, work together in the underground organisa-
tions, bound together in a common effort to build up a
democratic regime.

Among all these groups there is tremendous potentlal
strength of resistance against Fascist reaction at home
and for the Allied cause. From time to time news of
the underground resistance movement reaches the out-
side world. There were, for example, the sabotage trials
in the industrial town of Gyor which ended with several
death sentences in April, 1942. At that time there was
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also the case of a popular Hungarian actor and play-
wright, L. Bekeffy, who was sentenced to twelve years’
hard labour for pro-British activities. Again, in July,
1942, twelve death sentences and 29 long-term imprison-
ment sentences were passed in one trial ; the sentence of
death on 11 Serb and Magyar saboteurs was announced
later on. In November, 1942, 60 persons were tried
for publishing and distributing subversive literature.

~ In January and February, 1943, there was the Com-
munist trial of 664 people, held simultaneously in
five towns. Since then there has been a considerable
increase in the number of sentences for incitement
against the regime, for spreading alarming news, and
for insulting the Regent. In November, 1943, another
mass trial was held in which about a hundred
Communists were involved.

At the moment there are differences between the
various sections of the progressively minded population,
but these might be bridged if an appeal emphasising
the common aims of the Liberals, the Christian
Democrats, the Social Democrats and the Communists
were to be made. Recently a Workers-Peasants-Intellec-
tuals Block has come into being, in which the Social
Democratic Party and the Independent Small-Holder
Party play a leading part.

This so-called “ popular front ” should be encouraged
to prepare to take over power as soon as possible. They
should be urged to refrain from any nationalist propaganda,
to embrace all classes of the working people and to pay
tribute to and associate themselves with the Liberation
Movements of neighbouring countries and with the
various unco-ordinated underground movements who
are responsible for such industrial sabotage as is occur-
ring. The underground resistance groups, though
numerically small as yet, are an important section of
the working classes, consisting as they do of those most
anxious to offer active resistance to Germany. Recently
an attempt has been made to co-ordinate the activities
of the various groups in a * National Independence
Front,” and there is little doubt that were the message
from the Western Democracies to synchronise with that
of thé Soviet authorities, organised active resistance
would grow and take shape with rapidity.

Part 3
PROPOSED POLICY

Democratic forces do, then, exist in Hungary. They
are opposed to their own reactionary Government as
well as to the Nazis who have used the Horthy Govern-
ment for their own purposes. To encourage the demo-
crats more actively to resist, the Allies should make it
clear that the defeat of the Nazis means a democratic
future for Hungary and an opportunity to play a part
in a free Europe. The British Government should
therefore offer the following assurances :—

(i) That, as the liberation of Hungarian territory from
German influence approaches, every encouragement
and all possible help will be given to the Hungarian




people to overthrow their present rulers, to break
away from the Axis, and to join the United Nations
in their fight.

(ii) That, should the Allied Armies reach Hungary
before such a revolution is achieved, the power of
the present-day Hungarian authorities will not be
consolidated by suppressing the political activities
of the Hungarian masses. In practice this means :
(a) That Relief will not be distributed through
Government - sponsored organisations, but in
co-operation with international relief authorities
and those Hungarian organisations, such as the
Social Democratic Trade Unions, whose democratic
principles cannot be questioned.

(b) That freedom will be given for political activity
to those organisations and parties which have been
denied it by successive Governments of the past
24 years. This may mean that the Hungarian radio
would not be allowed to retain its present mono-
poly ; that the state-subsidised Press would be
ended and freedom of the Press established ; that
various Fascist-like groupings such as Chambers of
Actors, Journalists, etc., would be dissolved, and
that freedom of occupation be restored in all
branches of the law, trade, commerce and agri-
culture. 5

(c) That political prisoners, including those perse-
cuted under non-political pretexts (spying, for
instance) would be liberated without delay.

(d) That war criminals, including those responsible
for atrocities against neighbouring peoples and
Hungarian anti-Fascists, would be severely punished.
That all those working under German orders to
make Hungary’s contribution to the war effort more
effective would be treated as criminals. That all
those who took part in committing Hungary to the
Fascist or Nazi line in internal or foreign affairs
shouldeither be punished or at least prevented from
taking part in public’life until the establishment of a
real democratic parliamentary system in Hungary
is achieved.

(e) That the Hungarian people should have the
chance to decide on their internal problems,
including the question of Republic or Monarchy. All
constitutional changes made under the Horthy regime
should become invalid.

(f) That the Hungarian people will .have every
opportunity to play their part in the post-war
world along the lines indicated in the following
section, “ Hungary and the United Nations.”

Part 4 s
HUNGARY AND THE UNITED NATIONS

The United Nations are committed to the setting up
of some new world organisation with economic func-
tions more far-reaching than the League of Nations.
The principles of the Peace Settlement and the lines of
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THE PLIGHT OF HUNGARY

HE Hungarian Relief Committee in Great Britain consider it their duty

to acquaint world opinion with the catastrophic situation in their

country. Little over a year ago Hungary was the scene of the most
ferocious and protratted fighting of the whole war, resulting in the destruction
of Budapest and several other important industrial centres. Large areas of
the country remained a battlefield for months, a fact which prevented autumn
sowing and other essential agricultural work from being carried out. Moreover,
the retreating German armies and their Hungarian Arrow Cross accomplices
punished Hungary for her defection from Hitler’s cause with wholesale
spoliation and wanton destruction, determined to leave the country in a hope-
lessly prostrate state,

In this last desperate act of vengeance they have succeeded only too well.
When liberation by the Red Army was finally accomplished, Hungary was one
of the most devastated regions on the scarred face of Europe. Over one half
of the Hungarian villages have been destroyed during the fighting ; in the
episcopal city of Veszprém only 109 of the houses were left standing ; in
Budapest only 269, of the buildings remained undamaged, disregarding
damage done to roofs, windows and plastering. :

There is a corresponding decline in population figures. Budapest has
lost in a year over 332,000, z.e. 28.59, of its inhabitants, including those killed
during the long siege and the Arrow Cross terror, and people deported to
Germany. The excess of female population over the male is at present nearly
509 . From the country districts 312,000 people were deported by the Germans
and over one million fled from the country.

Hungary’s economic structure has suffered even more severely. Damage
done to factory buildings alone is put at 25-309,—the deliberate policy of
plunder pursued by the German army, in agreement with the Hungarian
authorities of the day, had even more serious consequences. Some 709, of the
country’s industrial machinery and 759 of the raw material stocks, together
with large quantities of foodstuffs, hospital equipment, medical supplies, etc.
were carried away in Hungarian trains and lorries which never returned. Of
the 51,000 goods wagons owned by the Hungarian State Railways in 1944
only 2,900 remained ; the number of railway engines was reduced from 2,480
to 480. The Germans have also carried away 80,000 motor vehicles and the
entire Danube fleet.

Decimated in manpower, faced with the collapse of her political and
economic system, the new Hungary emerging after the liberation had an almost




superhuman task to perform. It must be said in her favour that she has shown
amazing powers of regeneration, especially in the political and social field.
Within a few weeks, the severed limbs began to function again, integrating
into a new type of organism. A sweeping land reform was enacted, changing
the fundamentals of Hungarian society ; thanks to the loyal collaboration of
all democratic forces, a system of government has been evolved which has won
the respect and recognition of all the great powers.

The task of economic reconstruction has been shouldered in a similar spirit.
In the first few months there were many encouraging reports of factories and
farmers resuming work, rising output, improved living conditions. It seemed
that Hungary had weathered the worst and was slowly emerging from the
wood.

But this recovery lasted only until the last reserves of the country, hidden
from the Germans, became exhausted. The fabric of Hungarian economic life
was too severely damaged for a spontaneous regeneration. With the approach of
winter, conditions began to deteriorate sharply.

The causes for this relapse are not far to seek. The three main factors are
the breakdown of the transport system, shortage of coal and inadequate feeding.
These three sets of causes are largely interlocked. Coal production is falling
because miners and workers leave the pits and factories to hunt for food in
the neighbouring villages. Coal is left }l)yimg at the pit-heads because of lack
of transport ; the goods traffic of the Hungarian State Railways is less than
109 of the peace-time figure. The coal-shortage in its turn has led to the
closing down of many factories and of flour mills with a fatal effect on bread
supplies. Meanwhile inflation goes on with prices reaching astronomical levels.

The resulting picture is grim indeed. In his appeal of October 14th the
Primate of Hungary revealed that 509, of those who fell ill of dysentery
during the summer had died ; infant and tuberculosis mortality has doubied
during the same period ; people had died of starvation already in October.
Since then, the situation has further deteriorated. During November there
were 2,188 deaths in Budapest, against 822 births. Infant mortality has risen
to 409, mainly owing to the reduction of milk deliveries in the capital to
10%of the pre-war level.

A catastrophic decline in cereals and livestock has been disclosed on
December 2nd by the speaker of the National Assembly. Compared with the
pre-war average, the harvest of wheat, the staple grain of Hungary, has shrunk
to 23% ; of rye to 35% ; of sugar beet to 209,. Hungary has lost 70% of
her cattle, 859 of her pigs, 869 of her sheep. This has led to a ban on
slaughtering animals for their meat in the middle of last year and the
population is now subsisting almost entirely on bread alone ; but while the
annual consumption of*bread cereals formerly amounted to 16 million quintals,




this year’s harvest was only 9 million quintals, a large proportion of which
had to be reserved for seed and other purposes. As a result, the daily bread
ration had to be cut to 150 grammes (5.5 ozs.) but even this is ogen un-
obtainable. Fats are reserved only for miners working underground and for
iron-foundry workers. Budapest cannot count on receiving any potatoes during
the winter. Unless 3 million quintals of maize can be made available, the
daily ration per person will not exceed 852 calories.

Reports from mid December tell of the closing of all schools in Budapest
and the total cutting off of electricity and water supplies in some of the large
provincial towns. Some of the above facts were mentioned in a broadcast on
December 14th by the Mayor of Budapest who gave a terrible picture of
conditions prevailing in the capital. There was a great increase in miscarriages,
due to undernourishment of expectant mothers and a sharp rise of death-rate
among people over sixty. Although there was a grave danger of dysentery,
typhoid and other infectious diseases, hospitals may have to close down
altogether for lack of drugs, bandages and fuel, leaving patients to their fate.
Owing to the disastrous shortage of coal, the supply of electricity had to be
drastically curtailed ; unless the situation improves, the supply of water may
also be affected- The total reserves of electric power available are sufficient
for only one day’s full requirements. Fuel for civilian consumption is un-
obtainable. The undernourished and sick people are freezing in windowless
houses. Diseases are spreading. Medical supplies are completely exhausted.

There are 200,000 orphans in the country, 40,000 in Budapest alone, whom
the authorities are unable to provide with adequate houses and food.

Enough has been said perhaps to illustrate the disastrous plight of
Hungary, caused largely by circumstances outside her control and the pressing
need for urgent help. It seems to us that outside assistance should take two
principal forms. One is a policy of short-term relief, designed to enable the
population to survive the rigours of the present winter and escape physical
extinction. For this the import of medical supplies, foodstuffs, clothing and
other essentials to life on a large scale is absolutely imperative. We trust that
individuals, charitable institutions and international organisations will alike
realise the urgency of the problem and will offer their assistance and
contributions before it is too late. Since transport is one of the main difficulties,
the Hungarian rolling stock in large quantities: locomotives and lorries
carried away to Austria and Southern Germany should be immediately released
and returned to the country together with other plundered assets.

The ultimate object is, however, to put Hungary on her feet again and
this requires a long-term policy. It would be a constant menace to the economic
and political stability of South-Eastern Europe, indeed of the whole continent,
to leave a country in a crippled state, permanently on the verge of starvation,




superhuman task to perform. It must be said in her favour that she has shown
amazing powers of regeneration, especially in the political and social field.
Within a few weeks, the severed limbs began to function again, integrating
into a new type of organism. A sweeping land reform was enacted, changing
the fundamentals of Hungarian society ; thanks to the loyal collaboration of
all democratic forces, a system of government has been evolved which has won
the respect and recognition of all the great powers.

The task of economic reconstruction has been shouldered in a similar spirit.
In the first few months there were many encouraging reports of factories and
farmers resuming work, rising output, improved living conditions. It seemed
that Hungary had weathered the worst and was slowly emerging from the
wood.

But this recovery lasted only until the last reserves of the country, hidden
from the Germans, became exhausted. The fabric of Hungarian economic life
was too severely damaged for a spontaneous regeneration. With the approach of
winter, conditions began to deteriorate sharply.

The causes for this relapse are not far to seek. The three main factors are
the breakdown of the transport system, shortage of coal and inadequate feeding.
These three sets of causes are largely interlocked. Coal production is falling
because miners and workers leave the pits and factories to hunt for food in
the neighbouring villages. Coal is left Il)y,ing at the pit-heads because of lack
of transport ; the goods traffic of the Hungarian State Railways is less than
109% of the peace-time figure. The coal-shortage in its turn has led to the
closing down of many factories and of flour mills with a fatal effect on bread
supplies. Meanwhile inflation goes on with prices reaching astronomical levels.

The resulting picture is grim indeed. In his appeal of October 14th the
Primate of Hungary revealed that 509 of those who fell ill of dysentery
during the summer had died ; infant and tuberculosis mortality has doubled
during the same period ; people had died of starvation already in October.
Since then, the situation has further deteriorated. During November there
were 2,188 deaths in Budapest, against 822 births. Infant mortality has risen
to 409,, mainly owing to the reduction of milk deliveries in the capital to
109%of the pre-war level.

A catastrophic decline in cereals and livestock has been disclosed on
December 2nd by the speaker of the National Assembly. Compared with the
pre-war average, the harvest of wheat, the staple grain of Hungary, has shrunk
to 23% ; of rye to 359 ; of sugar beet to 20‘%. Hungary has lost 709, of
her cattle, 859 of her pigs, 869, of her sheep. This has led to a ban on
slaughtering animals for their meat in the middle of last year and the
population is now subsisting almost entirely on bread alone ; but while the
annual consumption of‘brca§ cereals formerly amounted to 16 million quintals,




depending on foreign charity. Hungary’s shattered economy must be rebuilt
from the foundations, to enable her to resume and develop that fruitful ex-
change of goods and ideas which used to bind her to her neighbours and the
nations of the world. A problem of this scale can be solved only on an inter-
national scale, by enlisting the co-operation of U.N.R.R.A. and granting a sub-
stantial loan to the Government for the purpose of reconstruction.

In the past difficult months the Hungarian people have given ample
evidence of their politicol maturity, their will for regeneration and their
determination to shoulder their full share in the reconstruction of their country.
It is fervently to be hoped that they will not be abandoned by the world in
the hour of their direst need and that the new Hungarian democracy will not
be allowed to go under in starvation and despair.
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Gentlemen,

The great issues of European consolidation, amongst
others those concerning disarmament and racial minorities,
form the object of the Interparliamentary Conference
at which you are meeting. We, the emigrés of the demo-
cratic October Revolution, who fought in Hungary for the
principles you are championing throughout the whole world,
feel that a moral obligation towards you, rests upon us.
It is our duty to lay before you sincerely the real con-
dition of Hungary and to leave nothing undone to im-
press you with the truth, that the actual system in Hun-
gary is not only disastrous to the Hungarian people, but
that it is also a formidable obstacle and impediment
to European consolidation.

The nucleus of International Reaction.

“The future belongs to nationalist reaction.” — This
pronouncement occurring in the leading article of the
»Szbzat«, a Hungarian Government newspaper, expresses
_ the general feeling of that very small group which forms
_ to-day the ruling-class in Hungary. This political c/igue

. do not trouble to conceal their warm sympathy with the
murderers of Rathenau. They favoured the flight of the
murderers of Erzberger. The only politician of Western
Europe, to whom their mentality is akin, is Mussolini.
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The only political party of Western Europe, to which they
are closely allied, is that of the Italian Fascisti. No wonder
that in this focus of European Reaction, no form of go-
vernment is more despised, than Democracy, no form of
state more abhorred, than a Republic. Therefore the sup-
porters of a Democratic Hungarian Republic must seek
aid from the friends of true parliamentarism against
the sham-parliamentarianism of a veiled absolutism. In
opposition to the allies of the « Organisation C”, the
Hungarian Ludendorffs, we turn towards the allies of
International Democracy and European consolidation.

With their assistence, wehope toarouse the publicopinion
of Europe, to help us to a footing in our fight against me-
dieeval reaction in Hungary and in our endeavour to raise
our country to the level of modern Democracy.

A reversion to 'feudalism.

Hungary is, at present, the only member of the former
Central Powers on the territoty of which the anucien
régime is still in full swing. Nay, it is flourishing more
strongly than ever. :

Except for a short interruption Hungarian feudalism
has never ceased to live and assert uself. Before the collapse -
of the old order of things through the October Revolution
of 1918, Hungarian parliamentarianism “had never been
more than a democratic screen, behind which feudal nobility
continued its reign. An excessive property qualification
and open voting were essential to the Hungarian Cons-
titution. Electoral districts were artificialy arranged in such
a way that the urban wards including several thousand
voters were counter-balanced by small country-divisions num-
bering only a few hundred voters. Bayonets, alcoholic drinks
and bribes: such were the traditional means by which the
Government fought out its electoral battles in Hungary.
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The alliance of the great landowners, the Hungarian
governing class, with the Dynasty set up a barrier against
democratic reformist movements. The Hungarian ruling
class provided for the military needs of the Dynasty, in
return for which the Dynasty left the privileges of Hun-
garian feudalism untouched. By these means Hungarian
aristocracy and nobility, in common with the plutocracy ot
finance were able to maintain their rule over the Hungarian
people and the non-magyar nationalities of Hungary,
even up to the beginning of the twentieth century. Hungary
continued to be the strong- hold of Central European
feudalism.

As the result of Magyar pseudo-democracy illiteracy
was excessively wide spread, the masses were deci-
mated by diseases, especially by consumption; great
bodies of workers had to emigrate to America and to
other countries while the welfare and general culture of
Hungary remained on the very lowest level.

1t was only the October Revolution of 1918 followzng on
the military collapse of the Dual Monarchy, whick raised
Hungary for a short time to a ligher level. A democratic
Republic was established, with universal suffrage, secret ballot
and- proportional representation; the freedom of meetings,
coalitions and of the press was proclaimed, the equality of

" racial minorities guaranteed ; the social condition of the workers

was improved on western liues.
But the new Democratic Government had great diffi-
culties to meet. The absciutist system had been unfavorable

“to the organisation and development of the democratic

forces of the country. Moreover, the extreme chauvinism
of the ancien régime tended to incite public opinion towards
nationalism. The representatives of the Entente were openly
unfriendly towards the democratic tendency of the Govern-
ment: The blockade sharpened the edge of economic distress.
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These circumstances turned out to be too strong for the
new-born Democracy and led to the short spell of Bol-
shevism. This desperate enterprise, which had never really
taken root in Hungary, was Very soon ended by the victory
of counter-revolution, which gave over the helm again into
the hands of feudalism, this time more firmly than ever.

The parliament of the mililary bands.

Counter-revolution began by erecting a military dicta-
torship in Hungary. The officers of the former Dual
Monarchy, very often not even of Hungarian origin at
all, formed so called “détackements” i, e. military formations
which do their bloody work without any Government
control whatever. Although real power was in this way
concentrated in the hands of the military yet they did mot
go so far as to proclaim their dictatorship openly. This
was due to the intervention of the Entente, which made
the recognition of the new state of affairs dependent on
the establishment of a democratic régime. Sir George
Clerk in his capacity as a representative of the Entente
had expressly laid down as the conditions of recognition
that “the government should, without delay, hold the -
general elections within a short period, insure the reign
of law and order, safeguard the free exercise of political
rights and guarantee to every citizen freedom of meetings
and of the press, full liberty of conscience and universal
suffrage on democratic lines, and secret ballot.” (26th of
November 1919). - : ' e

The military dictatorship had to create @ parliamentary
screen. Universal suffrage and secret ballot were actually
given — but the elections were placed under the control
of the military “détachements”. Moreover, the Hungarian

Sascisti, the so called Awakened Magyars helped to suppress
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the meeting of the opposition, kidnapping, imprisoning:
whipping and torturing the recalcitrant voters. The very
moderate social democratic party of Hungary was torced
to quit the field, and to boycott the elections.

Such were the antecedents of the meeting of the first
National Assembly under the military dictatorship. Yet
even now, the «détachement” of Ostenburg had to occupy the
Parliament-House, in order to secure the election of Vice-Ad-
miral Horthy, the chief of the military clique to the Governorship
of Hungary. The election of the National Assembly had
been achieved by him with the help of the bayonets of
his “détachements ”, his election to the Governorship was
due to the assistance of his officers. In spite of pretended
democracy and mock-elections the first Assembly of
Counter-revolution represented no more than a puppet-
show in the hands of a military clique.

With the exception of a very few honest and brave
men, this Assembly as a whole had not a word of protest
against the murders committed by Horthy's officers. It
was left unmoved by the hecatombs of Orgovéany, by the
cruelties with which the White Terror butchered the social-
democratic editors Somogyi and Bacsd, together with
Cservenka, the secretary to the social-democrat party and
a great many others. The methods employed by the mili-
tary dictatorship were thrown into sharp light by a
recent trial. Ivan Héjjas, an officer very influential with
Horthy, was falsely informed by a confidential agent that
three merchants in the country had offered to pay a
million 4nd 2 half crowns to the Roumanians as the price
‘of their staying three weeks longer in the district, as an
army of occupation. Although no inquiry whatever was
made by him, Héjjas none the less gives orders, that these
citizens be executed instantly. In his written evidence sent
to the court, he expresses himself in the following manner:
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“My patriotic feelings having been shocked by what I keard,
I ordered Zbona and Danics to kidnap the three Sews and to
put them to death”. Thousands of workmen and Jews were
executed in a similar manner. The trial of the murderers of
the merchant Adolf Landau, proceeding at this moment in
Budapest, gives us an instance how wealthy Jews were
arrested and detained by officers under false charges on
no evidence whatever, with the purpose of black-mail. Their
prey is tortured by them with the most refined methods
in the bureau of the war-gffice at Budapest, where the
unhappy victims are forced to drink about a gallon or
two of water, their rectum being in the meantime handled
with a brush dipped into a tincture of lapis causticus, in-
jections of salt being made into their veins. The lieutenant
of the National Army, under whose direct orders these
atrocities came to pass declares, that at #iat time his autho-
rily rvepresented  God Almighty on Earth”. This witness,
by name Captain Danszky, enjoys his full liberty.

Whilst tens of thousands were thus under different
pretexts confined and imprisoned, and whilst the slightest
suspicion “sufficed to send anybody into an internment-
camp, and peaceful citizens were tortured by military
“détachements ", the parliament was occupied with the task
of adjusting the law to the requirements of life. The punish-
ment of flogging was introduced into the law-courts.
Medizval corporations were re-established and the perse-
cution of the Jews was legalised. s

The ghetto on e siétuie-béok. .

The openness with which reaction asserts itself, is

~ best shown by the text of the statute XXJ of 1920, con-
cerning “the entries to the University " of Sciences, the
Polytechnicum, the Faculty of Economics of the Univer.
sity of Budapest, and to ‘Academies of Law”. .. - -, == 3

>

a8




L

The offices of the municipalities and of the State
had been already cleared of Jewish officials by means of
varions measures of justification, vindication and other
disciplinary proceedings. By the statute above mentioned,
Fews were now to be excluded also Srom the professzomzl
classes. The first paragraph of the statute enacts that, “the
number of students admissible to the Faculties and Col-
leges is to be fixed by the Minister for Public Education
on the proposal of the respective Faculty (or Council of
the Polytechnicum). § 3 makes the admission ot the student
dependent on the permission of a Plenary Sitting of the
Faculty A permission can only be given, if securities for
patriotism and moral reliability are at hand. Apart from
the intellectual requirements of the apphcant, it must be
taken into account that the percentage of youths of the
different races and natzmzalztzes existing on the territory of
the country should be as equal as posszéle amongst the students
o the percentage of the respective race or nationality.” This
is contrary to § 58 of the Treaty of . Trianon, which,
provides expressly for the full equality of all citizens
before the law, regardless of their race, tongue or
religion, equal political rights being assured to all.
The Hungarian law on the other hand, allows distinc-
tions of nationality and religion and social standing
to be made between citizens. Nay, it actually orders
the authorities of the University to distinguish in racial
and ﬂa‘aonal respects between citizen and citizen. This
law is, moreover put into” practice,” not by the Uni-
versity Faculty, consisting of professors and lecturers,
but by committes consisting of officers and Az wakened
Magyars, wusing the law expressly to exclude .the
Jews from the University. The Hunganan Parhament
has succeeded i in placmg the institution of the. Ghetto on
its statute-book.




Penal servitude and confiscation of
property as threat to free opinion.

The parliament of military détachments took no
notice of the dealings of reaction. For all who criticized
it, the punishment of penal servitude and confiscation of
property was enacted. § 7 of statute 177, 1921 lays down,
that every person who makes an untruthful statement or
spreads any statement /likely to lessen the authority or im-
pair the credit of the Hungarian State or of the [;'unggzrian
Nation, commits a misdemeanour and is punishable by five
years of prison. This punishment is raised to 10 years of
penal servitude, if the deed was committed with the pur-
pose of inducing a foreign State or foreign organisation
to an action, hostile to the Hungarian State or the Hun-
garian Nation. If, in consequence of this action, a foreign
State or organisation actually commits a hostile act against the
Hungarian State or Hungarian Nation, the punishment is penal
servitude for life. § 8 of this statute ordains, that anybody
who uses an abusive expression with regard to the Hungarian
State or Hungarian Nation, or commits an action of this
sort, is guilty of misdemeanour, punishment being three
months’ imprisonment. § 10 allows the court to confiscate the
property of the convicted criminal in the case of § 7. The ruling
clique, being in their own opinion identical with the Hun-
garian State and the Hungarian Nation, everybody lessening
the authority or impairing the credit of the military dicta-
torship or using an abusive expression against the détach-
ments, is prosecuted under statute III of 1921. The Parlia-
ment of military dictatorship does not of course regard its
own actions as high treason committed against a people
deserving a better fate. But i r¢gards -as treasonable any
description of its own barbarous system of government and any
attempt to draw the attention of Europe to these extreme abuses.
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“The arbitrary decree to regulaie
elections. :

Not even this National Assembly was, however, inclined
to restrict the franchise by which it was elected. Government-
has omitted to submit the dratt of a Constitutional bill
to the Parliament, spending its whole time in framing
the specifically Hungarian institution of a kingdom without
a king. In the very last week of the two years session,
Parliament was suddenly taken unawares by a bill for the
regulation of elections. When the National Assembly
attempted to resist this unexpected attack, the Government
restricted . the franchise by an wkase. By the new “law”
some million and a half citizens lost their right to wvote (this
enormous percentage of disfranchisement is due to the
requirements, firstly of #wo years’ residence in a country,

- where the fluctuation of the population, especially that of

the landless labourers, is exceedingly great; secondly for
men of four years', for women of six years’ education in a
certified school, and this in a country badly equipped with
schools and where diplomasare frequently unobtainable, many
schools themselves being at the moment in the temtory
allotted to the new states). - :

Not only the’ poorer classes but also palitz'mlly un-
relinkle persons were excluded {rom the franchise. Electoral
qualification and eligibility atre denied to those, who are
under the charge of a political offence. The franchise is
denied, further to those, who gave utterance privately or in
the Press fo their sympathy with the enemy during the war.
In a country, where the most ardent instigators of war
occupy the highest dignities, those who vaised their wvoice in
Javour of Peace und Understanding, are excluded from the
franchise. - Disfranchised are further all public officials,

- discharged by arbitrary decree on account of their political
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attitude, whereby #he flower of Hungarian intelligentzia
is robbed of its political rights.,

The darkest blot of all on this reactionary electoral
law is the paragraph supplonting ballot by open vote. With
the exception ot the larger urban wards in more than two
thirds of the country divisions the electoral decree ordains
open voting. This is practically identical in Hungary with
‘ the dominance of the gendarmerie, the publican and the local
bankers at the polls. The repeal of secret ballot
means therefore the utter moral self-condamnation of the
w existing system. Tt means an open confession, that the
i present régime in Hungary can only maintain itself with
‘ the help of military pressure and conrruption.

An Assembly forced on the country.

Government did not stop as the restriction of the

franchise by decree. 7he National Assembly itself was as

© good as forced upon the country. Hungary was always

notorious for the terroristic character -of her electioneering

campaignes, but the electioneering terror this time put to
shame the worst traditions of the ancien régime.

The electioneering campaign was aptly opened by #ke
bombing attempt against the Democratic Club in the Elisabeth-
District in Pudapest.- ‘At this place a banquet was to be
held in honour of Charles Rassay, ex-M. P, the leader of
the liberal opposition, the chief leaders of the Dparliamentary
liberal party were also to be in attendance on this occasion.
More than three hundred persons were present. The
politicians were happily some minutes late, when a terrific
explosion ‘rent the walls of the building. An infernal
machine had exploded and laid everything in the hall in
ruins.. Eight persons where. killed, more than thirty severely
wounded. A series of attempts by bombs followed. These
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murderous attempts were committed by the Awakened
Magyars, who went so far as to cheer the,crininals respon-
sible before the club-house of the Democratic Party at the
moment when the infernal machine exploded. Detectiv-
inspector .Kovacsevics saw some ill-famed Awakened
Magyars leaving the critical spot immediately after the
explosion had taken place. Other reliable witnesses could
give authentic evidence on utterances of conspicuous
Awakened Magyars regarding the attempt. The editor of
the official paper of the Awakened Magyars gave evidence,
in connection with an other bombing affair, that he had
himself given some hand-grenades to an “ Awakened” in
the official premises of the Awakened Magyars. A pro-
clamation posted by the Awakened, states that “the
Home Secretary has in three instances implored the chiefs
of the Awakened, to ask for an official investigation
against themselves"—which they, however, haughtily refused
to do. Under the pressure of public opinion the Home
Secretary had finally to instruct the police to search one
of the rooms in the premises of the Awakened. Although
the Society of the Awakened Magyars had ample leisure
to remove anything it thought fit, yet several bombs were
found in the course of this very superficial investigation.
After this the search slackened, the Awakeneds who
happened to have been detained were again released and
publicly honoured by their comrades. At a banquet given
in honour of one of the released chiefs of the Awakened,
Sulius Gombos, formerly captain of the Staff, and at that time
head of the electioncering machine of the Government Party
invested with dictatorial powers, did not fail to appear. Count
Albert Apponyi is reported by the papers to have mads
the following statement on this affair: “Regarding the
antecedents and circumstances of the case it is not too
much to say, that the good uame of the country as well as
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the safety of the citizens depends on a positive result of the
investigations”. It scarcely needs to be said, that the in-
vestigation led to no positive result at all.

The electioneering campaign was wholly dominated
by the spirit which the authorities had shown in the course
ot the bombing affairs. The country was divided into
districts, from the strategical point of view. The Home
Secretary issues the decree Z 604/1922, by which the
opposition voters are put under strict police control, With
reference to the decease of King Karl #2¢ government disallows
public meetings from the 4% of April till the 18% of April
A similar prohibition is issued in respect of the 1%t of May.
Lastly, with a view to the electioneering campaign, political
meetings and assemblies of all sorts are strictly prohibited
from the 21 May till the 3™ June. During the short time,
when meetings were permitted, those of the opposition
were usnally prohibitedby specialorder of the local authorities
or simply broken up by the Awakened Special decrees were
issued with respect to #he agenda qf the meetings, in general
forbidding any debate on the question of landreform, ex-

cluding thereby the main problem of actual Hungarian politics

from discussion. No wonder, that opposition voters were
sent to the internment camps, were arrested, kidnapped,
stabbed, beaten (women not being spared), that nomination
papers were stolen and torn up, that voters were imprisoned
under the sole charge of attempting to present to the
authorities the nomination paper of an opposition candidate,
as happened in the case of the liberal leader Ladislaus
Fényes. No wonder, that even the candidates themselves,
such as Buza Barna, Ladislaus Fényes, Ernest Nagy,
Louis Szildgyi were arrested, nearly all candidates of the
opposition having been threatened with death! Canditates
were forbidden to express their policy, as it happened with
Imre Véer in Szentes, the motive given being that the

14

prate g : ot S5 e S

-




-

" candidate was known to hold republican views. The head of the

gendarmerie in the district of Sajé-Szentpéter called the
candidate Rudolf Krupa, a “swinish scoundrel”. Krupa
having asked for his proof of identity the gendarmerie
official whipped out his' revolver and apostrophized the
candidate thus: « There is my proof of identity, and if
you don't shut up, 1 will let it vito you swiftly enough’.

On the election-day, military terror was at its heights.
Three days were appointed for voting, the official reason
given being that the military force of the Government was
not sufficient to complete the elections in one day. In spite of
open terror, the Government could only succeed in rtkhe
districts where voting was open, only 18°/, of votes being gained
by the Government Party in wards with secret ballot, whilst in
districts with open vote 672°/, of votes were gained by the Govern-
ment. That is why Government had abolished the ballot and re-
established in Hungary the shameful practice of open voting.

Although some five and twenty socialists and a
dozen liberals succeeded in getting seats (mostly in wards
with secret ballot) the National Assembly only represents
the interests of the great landed estates. The peasantry is
by far more inadequately represented than it was in the first
Assembly. The great majority of the Assembly are under
the direct influence of the great landowners. The territory
of Hungary covers 7,404.383 ha, of which 3,639.174 ha
belong to 1500 landlords each of them owning more than
5755 ha. 7hese 1500 great landowners arve the masters
of the National Assembly by permission of the military dicta-
torship. In this parliament there is restored the system of
Tisza which was one of the primary factors ot war.

ThelLord ofHosts and Hungarian politics.
The new National Assembly hastened to prolong the
validity of most of the decrees which the Government
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had issued during the war &y wirtue of its exceptional
powers. One of the provisions, the term of which was
prolonged is the one relating to “internment camps ", It is
thus, on the strength of war-legislation, still possible to
send anybody to the internment camp, without having
given any opportunity either to him or to his relatives
or even to his lawyer to take cognisance of the papers
relating to his case, or of the evidence or of the charge
brought against him. A member of Parliament describing
conditions in the internment camps, reported an endless
series of atrocities of the following kind: “The prisoners
are often flogged and beaten by the warders with whips,
belts and with the butts of their guns. Last thursday,
for instance, a gailer named Farkas whipped the pri-
soner John Tamés, the unhappy man having been only
recently operated upon. /n consequence of the Jrightful
whipping a wound on his neck whick had been sewn up came
unstitched and burst open. Hunger-delirium is the order of the
day. Emaciated, exhausted, threshed and cudgelled people
eagerly search the ground for offal. The Cells are full of
the most horrible filth. Political prisoners are confined
together with pickpockets and burglars, their wives being
shut up with prostitutes in overcrowded dirty cells.

The spirit of militarism fostered by the Hungarian
oligarchy is expressed not only by the retention of war
legislation, but is penetrating all its institutions. The social
order of Hungary is a military order. An order of
knighthood was established for the heroes of war and
counter-revolution, the members of which were invested
with “hero’s estates”. :

These knights, who are called “heroes”, are dubbed
by the Governor in the following words: “Thus thou art
knighted in the name of “Hadir” (Lord of Hosts), "z
Hadtr was the war-god of the heathen Magyars.
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These knights as well as other heroes regard all

legal order with the deepest contempt. Ivan Héjjas, this

“best officer” of the Governor (as he was called by
Horthy when addressing the British Labour Delegation led
by Colonel Wedgwood M. P.) when pardoned for his
numberless murders and other crimes, flings back this
amnesty to the Court of Justice with the following words:
“ Concerning the mercy granted to me, I declare that
I dow't need it and refuse to accept it most emphatically. ..
I have not implored anybody's mercy and do not expect
mercy from anybody”. This declaration of Héjjas remained
as unpunished as did his greater crimes. According to the
statement of a Government Paper, political balance in Hun-
gary depends on Héjjas. And indeed, the man by whose
mercy the present system is living, little needs any mercy

from this system.
£

The ,
necessity of real Parliamentarianism.

Military dictatorship in Hungary is the obstacle to
all real Parliamentarianism. That Parliament which was
elected by the force of a terrorist suffrage does nothing
but strengthen military dictatorship. And as long as this
military dictatorship, as long as the Governor's ,détache-
ments® are in power, all Central Europe has reason to fear

_that the peace of this hopelessly storm-tossed Europe

will be utterly broken by the Hungarian military gangs.
The safety of Central Europe must not depend on that

" same Ivan Héjjas, who, according to a recently published

record made the following statement: “I have been watch-
ing events in Austria for a long time. I have noticed that

Austria is proceeding on her downward path of ruin, so

that the proclamation of Proletarian Dictatorship will be
inevitable... For some length of time I lave been systema-

17
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tically recruiting soldiers in all parts of the country in order
to form a body of insurgent troops... I have organized these
bands with the single aim of being able to operate with
them in a more independent and uncontrolled fashion in the
dismembered parts of Hungary, as I cannot use the regular
troops for some of my actions which are prompted by pa-
triotism.”

And this mentality, the mentality of a Héjjas, does
not stand alone in Hungary. The ¢ public opinion” of the
ruling class: of the aristocrats, the officers and the despe-
rados of the nationalist middle-class, is all the time feve-
rishy occupied by the fixed obsession of reaction: the
restoration of the Habsburgs. They are planning the resto-
ration of the Palatinate, which in truth means a regent
until the boy-king comes of age. They consider it to be
a task of the immidiate future (and the Budget has already
provided for it) to re-introduce the House of Lords which:
would be based upon feudal right of birth and is not a
modern second chamber. In this House of Lords, according
to old Hungarian Law, all the Archdukes of the Habs-
burg family as well as the peers created by- the Habsburgs
will have seats. The restored House of Lovds is the link

- beteveen the institution of a kingless Hungarian kingdom and

the Habsburg restoration. Therefore Hungary supports all
schemes of monarchist restoration in Europe. The part,
which Bavaria plays in Germany, is played by Hungary
in Europe as a whole.

 But not only the peace of Central Europe is threate-
ned at every moment by Hungarian Reaction. As in
Hungary Civil War is not yet ended, as, in defiance of

- the explicit agreement in the Treaty of Trianon, #he ruling

classes are continually attacking the workers, the outbreak of
Revolution in Hungary may be expected at any minute. 1his
Revolution would certainly not leave wuntouched the European

18
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balance. Is it imaginable that there should be no revolu-
tionary tension in a country where, for instance, the
Sheriff at V4c breaks up a public meeting dealing with
economic measures with the declaration, that *owng o
the recent elections the mood of the people is not such as to
Justify the permission to hold public meetings”. Where the
Home Secretary by Order 44, 126/1922, confers the power
to allow or forbid the establishment of Local Groups of
Trade Unions on the local administrative authorities, who
may forbid them if they are pleased to think that the
establishment of the Local Group is “not sufficiently justs-
fied By public interest”. At Salgétarjdn (the first mining
district) the miners are on strike just now. The gvudarms
are forcing the strikers back to work By beating ihewm (not
for the first time in Hungary!) and some of them are
kept prisoners in the mines. A Member reports in Parlia-
ment, that the Sheriff of Saljétarjan has condemned to
four months’ imprisonment several miners, because books
published 13 years ago were jfound in their homes. In the
same town a lieutenant had a citizen of Salgétarjdn, named
Bleyer, taken to the barracks, wheve he was flogged. The
War Minister did not doubt the truth of this statement.
In the county of Fehér, at Etyek, 18 members of the Social-
Democratic Party were arrested for no other reason, than
because the statutes of the Social-Democratic Party were

¥ found in their pocket. Even the activity of the very un-

developed Social-Political Organisation has been almost
_entirely stopped. Physicians of almost all the provincial
Worker's Sick Funds have stopped the treatment of patients.
Isn't it abnost natural under suck conditions, that while pre-
vious to the war only 14°9%, of infants died in their first
year, in 1920 this number roseto 18'1°%,2

The dangers of a “coup d'état” abroad and revolution
at home will not disappear in Hungary, until Military

2z 2 19
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INSIDE
INFORMA TION

‘iLl

® A Hungarian Council is

to be established in Lon-
don. This is the'decision of
the three major Hungarian
groups in Britain, whose
secret negotiations we re-
vealed on April 1.

w * *

® Count Karolyi, former Hungarian Premier,
will be chief of the Council, which will consist
of 20 members—four each from the three major
groups and eight from minor groups. The Council
will announce its formation later this, month.
* * *
® It will not seek recognition as a Provisional
Government, nor will-it formulate a political
policy for post-war Hungary. But it will put
forward an internal policy of radlcal land reform—
an important move for a country where a feudal
system still prevails,
* * *
@® It will also put up a plan to encourage deser-
tion from the Hungarifn Army to Tito in
Yugoslavia. It will put a bar against the Hun-
garian diplomats (in Sweden, Portugal, Turkey,
Switzerland and Spain) who resigned after Nazi
occupation of Hungary, for reasons which will be
stated when its proclamation is issued, according
to present plans, on April 23.
* * %
@ Formation of this Council, which may receive
certain unofficial support from the British
Covernment, will, it is hoped, have some influence
in increasing Hungarian disaffection against Hitler
and the Horthy regime.

: * * *

1" @ Significant: that an instruction is to be issued
ver- by the French National Committee authoris-
lerick ing all French troops to wear the de Caullist
vears- | gymbol, the Cross of Lorraine. This follows imme-

DSeCL-

oicer | diately on the dismissal of Giraud and virtually

ed in | implies that every soldier shall announce his

oods | allegiance to de Gaulle himself.

.l:c_ﬁ"ﬂd + + +
.hi-,f;'f: @ Six of the Greek resistance leaders who are to
S help in the formation of the new Government
ches. in Cairo have, we learn, left occupied Greece and
will be in Cairo by to-day to confer with King

George. Four of them are likely to be included in
the new Cabinet.




PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT IN
HUNGARY

Mobilising the Nation Against Germany

The setting up of a National Pro-
visional Government in Soviet-
occupied Hungary was announced by
Moscow during the week-end.

'The new Government was formed on
December 22 by the Hungarian Pro-
visional National Assembly, which met
at Debrecen, and consistis of well-known
representatives of the Hungarian Army
who decided to take an active part in
the fight against the German iroops,
non-party scientists who were former
members of ithe Hungarian Parliamenty
and members of the Independent Party
of Small Landowners, the National
Peasants' party, and the Social Democrat
and Communist parties. The Prime
Minister s Colonel General Bela
Miklosz, _

A declaration of policy
read to the Assembly by the Prime
Minister stated that the  military
alliance with Germany had led Hungary
to crisis and war with the Soviet Union
and other countries. * Bince the defeal
of Hungary by the Turks our couniry
has experienced no such downfall, The
eountry is without leadership and
government at a moment when a strong
hand is meeded to lead it oul of this
catastrophe, Therefore Hungarian
patriots, irrespective of parties and
ereeds, have united the countr)
called a Provisional MNational Assembly
and created a Provisional National
Government)’

RELATIONS WITH DEMOCRACIES

The new Government, the statement
continued, would attempt {o conclude as
guickly as possible an armistice with
the Soviet Union and all other freedom<
loving countries with whom the country
is at war. It would undertake to pay
indemmnitiés for all material damage
caused to the Soviet Union by Hungarv,
It would also atternpt i establish by gll
mepans at its disposal good neighbouriy
relations and ¢lose collaboration with
all meighbourly demoeratic countries, as
well as with the United States of
America and Great Britain, and would
establish zincere friendship with the
Saviet Union, which was bringing liber.
alion from the German voke,

“iMhe vital interests of the Hungarian

which was

and |

nation demand that the armed forces of
Hungary, together with the arms of the
Soviet Union and other democratic
natione, should asstst in the destrudtion
of Hitlerism and thus partly redeem {he
guilt of Hungary towards the Soviet
Union and other freedom-loving nations,
The most important task of the Pro-
visional MNatignal Government io
mobilise forces and resources of
Hungary against Hitlerite Germany. In
the liberated as well as the occupied
parts of Hungary the Provisional
National Government will rally the
nation into a close unity and will lead
the nation in its fight against the Ger-
man invaders in grder {0 createsd sirong,
independent, democratic Hungary.

“ All laws and decrees against the
people issued by the Germans and all
anti-Jewish laws abolished. The
Provisional Wational Government
guarantee the democralic laws of free-
dom of speech, press, assembly, and
organisation. A general, egual, and
| direct secret ballot will be established
and true freedom of religion be guaran-
teed. All Nazi laws affecting social life,
education. &e., will be abolished.
State institutions will be
Traitors will be brought to justice.
adminizstration of the State will he based
onn  democratic principles, and szelf-
government in Villages and towns will
I.’.-r- reintroduced.
|LAND FOR THE PEASANTS

“The Provisional NWational Govern-
foent will national armed
forces in order to guarantese Hungary's
independence, Land reform will
introduced and hundreds of thousands
of landless peasants will become owWners
gf land. The living standard of workers,
employees, and peasantis will be raised.

“The Provisional Ni
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National Govern-
ment declares that it considers private
enterprise as being the basis of the
ecanomic life of the country and will
safepuard it. The Government will
foster private [nitiative in indusiry and
ecommeree, and will assist in the develop-
ment of industry and commerce, A
progressive tax gystem will be iniro-
duced."

The statement ended with an appeal
ta. Hunerarian soldiers to turn their arms

tion in German-occupied parts of Hun-

gary to organise into guerrilla units and
carry out sabotage.—Exchange
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Soviet-Czech Pact
Expected Soon

Benes Going to Moscow
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THE OBSERVER, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1943

CERTAIN monumental
anonymity surrounds the
life and personality of
Josip Broz, the working man
from Croatia, who now, as
“ Marshal Tito,” commands a
revolutionary army of 200,000 |
men, defies the might of Ger-|
many, and acts with the)

Powers of Britain and Russia |YF

| 85 an independent Ally,

He is now fftv-three. His
twenties were spent in war,
Prison camps, Inoclvil war; ;
‘thirties 1in . consplracy and. In|
prison: the Spanish war cansumed
a large part of his 'forties; in his
fifties he has beecosme one of the
great figures of the Second World |
War,

Esch station of his life
station of Furopean history; and
all through ‘his lifa he sesamg o |
have acled as part of 3 super-|
wreonsal, eolleotlve  foree, almost |
lotting out his priveale personallty

No'anepdotes are known aboul |
him. No word of his has become |
public property. ‘His private life?
I i a marcled man and Hes two |
young sond, Nothing could be more |
commonploge, Even in his public|
life—the life of & revolutionary |
fighter and martyr—there is no|
single episode which he does not|
share with thousands; but, while|
thousands fall to his right and Teft,
he slirvives dére 15 § man, ono
feels, who has put himself at His-
tory's disposal: and History has
burned and batlered him Into
Erealness,

*

Joylp Broz wag born ln'a poor
man's home in the Zagorje, &
mountainous district near fagreb,
in TBH0, His father was a Croat,
his mother & Czech. The bay grew
up amid the naticnal and social
| discomtent of the Slavonie
provirees of  ald  Austrip-Hun- |
gary.,  When in 1014 he was pent
to the Ruszign front ag a private
in the K. and K, Army, his heart
was on Lhe plher side; the deieal, |
of ‘Austela meanl for him the free. |
dom, eguality, and progress of his
rm‘.-jple_ thie southarn Siavs. o-
| cordingly, in 1815, he, like 80 many

thousands of Slavonic Auslrlan |
soldiers. deserted 1o the Riissiatis, |

Two years In Husslan prison
camps followed. The revaolution of
[817 =et him free, only to angull
ndm, rgnin like =p many  other
former prisoners-of-war, in the
ensying coivil  war. He fought
three vears In the Red Army. In
1821 bhe returned fo his frans-
formed eountry,

With what {feelings he went back
we can only judge [rom his desds,
Bat we can hardly be far wroog
T we dssume that hi= strongest |

1s a|

| nities and liberties for Cros

| Secis
| him, had mergad

PROFILE

JOSIP BROZ—*TITO"

feeling
Broz's
two revolutions, whi
y his youth: the nationalist re-
volution of the peoples of  old
Austrip-Hungary with its idesls of
national equallty, Of the same dig-
ts, Slo-

Crecha and Slovaks &g for
Germans ood Magyers; snd the
Speialist revolis

wWas

outlook had been formed by |in Yugoslavia By e
1 hed eaten | years he disappeared from sight.

disappoiniment. | establishment of dpen Dictatorship

For the next seven

It Is gaid that daring that time he
assumed (he name of Tito to hide
[hiz fdentity. Whalever he did dur-
Iog that time; he must have gained
# eongiderable standing in the re-
rolutionary underground. For in
the next great crisig, the Spanish
war, he emerges

tion  of Russia;
with ils early
nime of *“the land
for the peasants”
and * the indus-
tries for the
workers" Na-
ttonalism and
n g e '

eopilill-
lier-

1Bt aneg
tArFian
tarian, Jocobin
ldeal

Far thls ideal
he had Dbecome
jged to dare, 1o
sutfer, and 1o
flght, This was
bound fo -bring
him into ponflict
with the new
Yugosiay State,
of which he now
found himseld a
cltlizen As 4
Croal, he found
he hed only ex-
changed Magvar
for Serb masters:
BB 8 worker he
wias - still labowur-

for the first time
AE @ leader,

&

The history of
the International

Brigade is still
unwritten. When
{1 I8 Tito will be
fgeepl a8 one of
the: men who
organised the im-
provised  revolu-
tibnary corps. of
grdent wvolun-
tears from &bl
countries which
for two Vears
susgtained
the Spanish
Republie, During
the crisis of the
dafence of Mad-
rid, in . Novem-
ber, 1936, thou=
sends ol men
from Easlern
and Central
Europe suddenly
streamed  into
Spain, and al-
most  overnight
formed them-

ing under that
copitalist syetem which
helped to overthrow
%
beecame 2
His trade

he
in Russia

hiad

Ile

Crpoat  labour
leader

unicn, the
metal workers, was soon one of
the most radical onez. Labour
disputes were Rerce god embit-
FEJ'&'{! by polittos, They took plice
in & borderiand between legitimate
opposition  and {llegality, In
1823 Broz was acciced of Com-
munist gonspiracy, and  sentenced
to five vasrg' rd labour,

‘Balkdn prisons are not pleasanl,
Five vears in one of them might
break any men. Il did nof beeak
Broz, but taught hlm cattion,
cengpd 1o bhe the ardent, daring
young revolationary, He became
the hard-bitten, elreumespect under-
ground worker., His release [rom
prizon. almost calnclded with

selves lnto
affettive fAghting units which fo
4 time torned the [ul;-:.“:,.E fhe war.
[t seemed g miracle, Tii0 Was one
of the men who worked thal
miracle. He was in charge of the
underground traffie through Ttaly,
Auvstrin, Switzerland, and Francc,
by whick thousands of volunteers
went to the Spanish front, Al
this he did in seerecy, from chang-
ing headquarters, His name naver
appearcd in the néewspapers. To
thiz day reporis are confiicling as
to hiz part in the sctual fighting
Only hiz prominent role 0 the

[ seeret genernl staff of the
| national Brigade (8 certain.

He |

| war

the

Inter-

at
fhe

n was Tito's high schaool for
parl he was to play In this
In some respects it may
gven  be sald th the Partisan
struggle In Yugoelavia, which he

| politicel approach,

leads, is a direct continuation of
the sirogzle of the International

|
Erigade in Spain. Tito's Army,
though first and foremost con-
cerned in the nmational libera-|
tion of Yugoslavia, fights with|
a super-national  slogan: |
i freedom for all peoples! |
Death to Fascism! "

Some of |
its leaders, like Tito's rthuL-i
hand man, Kosta Nagy, werc|
among the officers of the old|
Intornational Brigade. The inter-|
national appeal of Tito's forees
from the first been remartkal
Not only did they, never

| whether a man was Serb, Croat, or

Slgvense: they comprised, from the
first, Crech and Italian batialions,
they soon gathered to {hemselves
Russians who came gver from 1hr_|~
German-raised force of Cenera
Viassov; recently the movement
spread far into Northern [taly, as
well as Into Hungary and Bulgaria.
*

[nternationalism is one of Tito's
peinciples; the second is a broad |
Tito's Army
the extrame Lefl, [ar
beyond the political cenire of
Yugoeslay opinion. The political
administration, which Tito hae now
g6t up in the territories he controls, |
containg even some definitely
Hight wing elements. He can |
afford it, for he lknows the secrel
which holds together an impro-
vissd srmy of variouns naliomabs-
ties snd varving political tuﬁde‘n-
cies: Hght, al

ringes from

The regular army o1
national State can be kept together |
and saved up as an grmy in being.
An irreguler srmy can only  be
held together, disciplined, and ex-
tended by continuous fighting. This
Tito has learned in two clvil wars,
and here s the real secret of his |
almost mirgculous SUCCESS. {
Still half-dimmed by the secrecy |
which fnevitably surrotnnds much
of hig career, Tito nevertheless|
to-day stands out as a grest Eure-
pean figure his own right I-iel
15 Ehe most striking present-day |
representative of that European |
revolution  which, hailing from
1789, destroyed the three Eastern |
ampires twenly-five years ago,|
which since shook =pRin and|
Frauce, and which now, only hal__f-l
ted with the present war, 1s
smoufdering dlose 10 1hcr!
surface in many countries. An|
pnecompromising fgure,  hunted,
hardened, cast without doubt in a |
hernie mould. 8 military improviser |
of genius, Tilo has now risen to a |
ranle where his statesmanship will |
be  tested On this will depend
whether e will go into history as
a preat creative revolutionary or
gnly inta legend as a herole rebel |
and guerrilia leader, Whatever the
puteome, the historic force which
has created like him
from spent.

men Iz far
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ra:'-a(;-it--m On Its
Deathbed Tur:
. Gt.‘i.&lliht

By AN ITALIAN CORRESPONDEN

FASCISM is turning Saci
ist on its death-bed-
after.having talked for twent
years, without any result,
¥ going towards the people
The "Republican " Fascist Go
ernment in Northern Italy is mo
confiscating the property of the
Fascists' main and most consistent
friends and supporters, the big
jandowners and indusirial mono-
olists, Their nev-fan gled Social-
sm' is in the economic and social
field what their new-fangled
Eepublicanizm is in the political une
3 l’.|£5|_',-:::’.‘_|'_e attempt to appease 1Im
people and, at the same time, Lo split
the united national front of libe
tion by laying ofiist red herrings
arress the |_',r.:11 =4 i
They hope to persupde the people
to forget the main lsgue, the expul-
sioni of the Germans. Since Hitler's
forces Bre now ll-u sole surviving
| prop, af “3||.:||l Faseism, the Faseisis
think it worth while even to betray
their iormer supporters, to divert
attention from the Germans. A | e
Inert. of the land of the H
| nf Savoy has  been ' eonflscated;
this property comprises thir
| estates. and’ the Fascisiz say ths
ielded: half-a-million lire per year.

Workers Take Over

“Corriere  delln. Sera™ said

id4 that 18000 acres

in the Ravennsa province L F

been  handed ver g the dp
m ||"'j|_-"r11r-|'|| of  agricaliural

dl strial establishments,
hawve been handed ove ] B~
tives, A big lumbierss 1 at Brescia
hee © been compulsorily  ponverted
intn 8 cg-operptive concern
It was in these wvery distriecls of
morthern aly, aboul twenty years
agn, that Fasecism dest urm': i
."I-.-ﬂ.-:s,'r;;',.ia cO=-0 aiive movement
by fire, biudgeon, iorture, .uq 11l=
prijonment The 2
Enclallst and Roman
operatives L-_' the
never been forgotien by hm dreds
thousands of indusirial and
icultural wobkers In the very
where to-dsy Pavolini, the
secretacy, elded by Nazl
pavoneis and  tanks, {5 boasting
about the blessings: which th
Faeclst Republie is dispensing,

All Tricks Fail

The Fascists know r1
corrigption of the
wis resented 'by th l 3
have not only kepi H -r| |:"'--. t-.'w'-
mittea for (Baoulting in the undiue
enrichment of polit r! 1 they have
also “announced thi r-:n.-'n'c! Fascisl
lenders with I'l-:-.-lll"'.‘!ll-:‘..-. in blg: In=
dustries will not be admitted tp the
new " Republican ' Fascist Pa L

However, al hege f{ricks have
||I|el.1||,;.;-|||l-!|||| unity. This ie

vident from the growing resiztance
II"| the general refusal 1« it thie
ew Party or the Army of o re-
ipond to the lmbour éstl-up Biit
the mere [act that he E'Iil-"“. - 1)
thelr last desgpernte ofTorts, | e [ned
o résort to & pseudo-soc and
demoori |II|I palcy throws 1111
wertant ghi an the mood o Lha
tilian ' peopis
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Labour Government’s achievements ‘only a beginning’

UNOFFICIAL REFLECTIONS ‘FROM
Count Karolyt's return | BOURNEMOUTH

By ILONA DUCZYNSKA By GEORGE  MURRAY

SOHE six weeks ago an aeroplane took off from Croydon HE subject ‘matter of mest of the important Conference speeches has
It carried a great old man home, His home Is T apals E Lank = Spee 5 Nas
Hungary, his name Caune Michagl Karsolyl

1, Wing E-:d.lr.:uu l-l.rzﬁ.. Lasde
Walllngisn Strest, Lesdi.

one privileged to. attend the deliberations ar Bournemeouth | would like
to record a feWw impressions

One cannor deny that the real hizhlighss amongse o

f spaechas wers contributions made: by the variouy Minkcers
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