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7 USTRIA bas been presented an the  First of futors nre jost ag wary to reveal theie plang of the catab-

gﬁl ' May with a new constitution, XNo piecemeanl
\ bpefarms, no palchworz for the Viemna Siate
hilders.  Mussolind amd Hiller out ruiher a poer figore
in comparison.  Tascist Germawy s but exchancing
paifs of the old constitution for mew ones; the logal
spersbructure of the Eccond Reich p:aisud almost an-

toiched into the Third, Hitler was content o throw
the old democratic eonstifulion ont of pese and
then make sure that it remained paralysed.  And even

Muszsolin, with a doren years of undisturbed rale behind
him, does ot seemn te think of discenting the old consti-
hdion of Italy wholesale, amd seltizne up sonethine now
jnstead. A brend new constitution iz a spoeial feature
of Mistrian Taseism,

The New Solon

But the Vienna constibutmon is uob only new, @b is also
a novelty,  ¥We must go back to Solon and Lykurgos
tor amythine equally ambitious. Por this constitukion
ix very much more than the fetra fmplies. 2lore than
T T Y of State, A elunge over fooe
# Depublie to o Monarchy, from Demceraey to Ahso-
fatismy would be.  T& prosents itsell as nothing less than

friwen e thoan

the leoal habit of 2 Wew Socicly. s preamnble mns -
£ i i
[n the oo of (3od Afwaighry Toen whcn: all
Bipht I oo, 1ho Jon 1-'.--&]-5': receives this
caonstitulion for ita Cheistian and Cerman Federal

Slate on o Clorporative it iam,

That o Eurepcan State should dechure itsell the cm.
hoclinent  of and racial Fundamentafism is
ot unpaecedented 3 ot righkt have happened any time in
the Middle Apres. The touch of Theevraey is Tarther
letelied ; it tokes ene back, maybe, saveral thonssnd
Dut the passage ebout a *“5tate on a Corporative
fomndotion® iz what reelly matters. Such a State has
never yet existed at oll. When, s in the Middl= Ages,
;__:u“ﬂs ard r't:]';:u.":iti-‘uns WeTsa 1’1m|r5-:].i!t;__{. the State was
in no way built spon them, When 1le centralized State
absolutism anakes it appearance in the sevenlrenth
cenlury on Lhe Continent, the suilds have cone and the
Estutes of the ralin have taken thicic piace; but in =0
far as they hove their way againsg the Monamch, the
Stute is not powerful, but is weak. So whether the
term earporalion rneans medizval g'l.i]d-'- of craft=men
T []L‘l][[lc;ﬂ Estates of the Dealin—ivn wid :-ET diferent
ihings which Fuaszeist theory is deliberatsly
Mise—States founde? on eorporalive instifulicn: are un-
known to history. Be this as it may, the establishinent
of a Stute on foundations of this cork in a medern indus
trial world with its thowsand-fold divisicn of Iabour,
and ibs massive stratification of cluzscs, would doulticss
miean the creation of an wtiedy new t}-{m ol socicty.
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Vicona a Clze to Boddin and Dume

Here the maotter saing in interest. Dolifis®s new
constitulion mey well reveal to us comething aboat the
most intrizuing aspects of the Fascist expeiinents ear
ticd onon the more fmy urtu.:t. seenrs of action.  Yhat
tan we learn about R solini®*s ond IHitler’s trae mims
ard wleas Troom the Avelrion State bails TJr = eflort?  Such
Mems B0 nppropriste question te anybaody reabizing the
fialural affipity to ecaeh other of Faseist p.  'T'he
MLTe S0 s {','.L:j:m:u;-_.f anil-Haly ther .ar-’ from
supplying us with the informgtion reg

Fat

lishment of 4 new socicly as they are cautions in deal
ing with conetitwticnal changes,  [ithe

five State. The *“*Sidmdische Aufbao® iz put off
Cermany indofinitely. Ic Italy, although ned calicd to

a halt, its progress is so shight thet % has little to show,
.”IE‘ Austripn species of the Germogm nnd Italian genus
eould thus serve as a waloable clue to elusidate the
wider term.

The Caitholic Hitch

But there &5 5 hitch. The Austrinn constitution is
laid dewo us 2 conselous dlternslive to the Gernao and
the Ttalien Brand of Powcisine The Kew Soclely it is
aiming at is the Society foreshadowed in the Papal
Eneyeclies) flh adragesiing Anee, T 50l utmost frport
ance to understand clearly the implications of thiz fact.
When, in the year 1031, this Encyelica! was eirenlniod by
the [oly See, Im:w:-'m had madel its terms with the
Pope in Italy In Gemnany thers seemed to be no
BUFiUS i-.ulic-x;'.iuu uF wn itnpending Faselst dietatorship.
The Encyclical, although accepting the adea of o Cor
poritc Socicky I:x:'.r.‘u i:]’llmul,[{ it, not  without some
justification, as a2 sort of Hemun Cotholie copyright),
refused to endorse both Lthe Feseist eoncrptivm of thi
Omaipotence of the State and the aspirations of the
Faseist Parly to monopely within it dndeed, the Holy

ca hicld that the Corporative Tdea was opposed almost
as wnch oo the Libe-al eoncept of compebitive eapitalism
as to the Fuseist conception of a Tutaliterian Society,
in which the [JIJ]]{E{‘..J] Stale iz not f]ﬂ}’ sligaboenme, but
actually nhsorbes every other funclion &f society. Moze
than & hint was thrown oub in the Epeyelical that in
Fascismy the State endeavours to shpplant spontuneous
activities in every walk of life; that Fascist constitu-
tion: tend tawands & bareancratic aad ]-L'lfnfﬂj attitude;
11|1t i"l'jl.li:lf 1 fuctivma] interests tend “bo dominate the
working of the State. The politizal faction spresnt was
no othier, of course, thun the Fascist Party itself. And
the E',z:r_\}'r:iic:.ii wenh on o say that Frscist constitt-
tinms seein to be more apt to be expressive of these fac-
-tianal interests than econducive Lo belter social onder.
This was onything but friemdly towards the Party which
triest to menopolize the idea of the Corporate Society as
ils specia! contribution to Sovial Philesophy aad Tolitics.
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Cuadsadesima Anno v Huscism

The Encyelieal Quuauycsine dnne was or iz naily, ne E".
dqoarht, o grouing sltsmpt on Tatlte patt of the Catholie |}

Cliurch to ses its dostrines peflecbed = bhe vision of u
Soviety which would hove all the idyllie restinlness
of medimyal soelety without soerificing the productive
achicvements of :.-.Lrj:-.-n div ;wm of ].:bnur' which would
preserve all the living sponb ity ol preative crafts-
raanship without hrerrmnr in'E dlac"p].nc of the inodem
TRei

ine-born oficienvy; all the stremgth md richineza
of vomnbionnl scl-rpernmest withoug putiing the eon-
trol of industry setually into the hands of the produesrs
in ane wond, mak ing life in so r~11t}r meneeinl, purposefl,
aned self-expiressive without doing away with vupitatism,
A sort of Freedom and someihing very ekin to De-
hg madesiule o Il'l“l‘(.HIL"Jt- of the Mew

wad to
“[Iumen beimos are fres o elnnge the forms
as lomg na ljustice
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of thiir existence after their liking

hes alfledelis.
ordercd the stopping of any advanee towands s Corpora-
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and the eommon good are safeguaded.®?  State activity
must ke restrieted to the ficld where it belongs, A spevial
plea was put in in favour of Joeal autunemy and the
sclf- poverminent of vecationat badies. The Etate is ta be
lHmited to the role of a directing, eantrelling, and stimu-

Juting foree which docs not attempt to sapplant md= g

viduals oF orcanizations in their righiful gl nutiral
sotivities,” Tt wes only fair to interpret these pronounges
ments in the dorument as being declarations intended
ta favonr the free voontional sscociabions of the workors,
ie., of & geouine Trede Uhlon movement., A spoeifl
paragraph dealt with the relationships of the employgrs
ond ersployed o vocationz] bodizs,  Altheugh the Cartay
del Loavero of FPoseism in Ttaly hod by this time definitely
forcshadowed the estoblislonent of vozational corpora-
tions in which ceieployers and employed wonld be repre-
senbed an o basis of parity, the Epcyehical went outb of
its way to emphasize the necessity of sepnrate bodies
for consullation whenever *there is 2 dunger of undae
pressure being bronekd to bear on one of the parties’™.
Thiz could only mean that separste comsaltation of the
workers® representatives inside the vooationsl corpuri-
finng was to be regarded 25 o normal feature of the new
industriz]l organization. T we add to this that the

Enevelieal deliberalely cmitted to mention that the twe.

]'u;g_r':i{s chould hHe ri-]'-:l-.-.l.-::h:{} an a2 basis of panty, the
implied eriblcism of Fuselst trade union pobiey is strik-
ing. Foth a trade vpion monepely of 1he Siate Party
gnd sn enforced subservienee of teade imions to a State-
eovernad vecational system were thus regeeled by the
e,

w

Enter Funetional Socfoty

There are such ns believe thnt this bne of theughb
af the l",n:':r'u]f:n]_ enclosed the -."]ltj,’s.':li:e, a5 1t were, of &
Funetional Soetely. Veeational tepresentaiion, loeal
onutonoiny, restrictions on the competanees of the Politi-
eal Biote, diversity of orpaniaalional foring s riphily
erarded ns characteristic of . Todeed, had the ole
of intellectusl Jeaderslip in a emater-revolobtion in
Austria fallen to the Cathelic Charch dn the year 1831,
g3 ib undoubtedly did 10 2054, & constitution emerging
from 22 might gnite well have been sepavded ns func-
tinnal. Alhovgh, coviniely, i wonld hove hern cates
}_{::-ri:_':m:f roviservative i its social outloek, sl even re.
actionary as far as cultural aspects of Lfe and thought
g, vet if could oot heve falled Lo bupre-s wpon a world
wenry of Lhe one-dimensioined uniformity of mercly teri-
torial representation, the dopth and the monifoldness of

L
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a sopiely coaceived in functionad terms,

Towards Peace With Fasctam

Bt 193¢ is cruphatically net 1921, Hetween theso
two dates Faselnn triumphed im Germany.  The Vatican
deeided that it would net Hght Faseiao any more, if
it eonkl help it, Lut ralaer seck ils friendship.  The
Holvy Sce, which had carricd on an extended campairn
asainst Pradinn Fuseizm before & came to terms with i,
clferad a Concordat to Hitler almost on the Jday of his
accession Lo [ e, |;T|!:|.i.l. the iIu!l\? Futhor s'::::.!r,l, not
thindk of accepting the National Socinlist erced i3 n
dilferent matter altogether) Yer anotlier fealure of
the new situation waz the neeessily fer the Roman
Church to insist on the independence of Austria as a
pied & terre in its strugole arainst the preponderance of
a Protestant and Natienal Socialist Thivd Beich in the
Cerman-speaking world, Thus the idea was Lorn that
Auvstrig should he j':|r’.c-I1l-an.:!'.t'. ol EQ\_;:".n:a:'L}; under a sark
of Catholic Faseism. The irviendly nabe fucdragesimo
Anuag had sovoded towards Trade Und 1 and Labour
a5 possible allies against the creoganee of Faselst omni-
poierice  was  [orgotten and a ruthless drive apainst
Bocinl Betneeraey was urged on by ke Romaen Chusch
M senna, UL Yiennag eonztilution &5 the oulesme of
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the Encyclical of 1931 s interpreted by the Hely See in
HJ:?_T-. Eay *w_h_:lt. might have beemha Cotholis and e
RS, edition of § Puncticnni Soeiety of 3 sort, wia
Ligraed sl inaeee parody of i,

Exit Tunctional Socitty

This waz made possible by simply replacing in the
canatilnl ion '?.h_rr nunlified  demoeratio principle by
auteersey, making nominstion instéad of election the
rule.

I the now Austeian consBEuton Lthers iz a separate
Bealy to deal with the economie uspeets  of  matters
(Chamber of Corperations), a sepurste body to deq]
weith  meitbers of culiunral interest {EE]ElmbEr ol the
Intellect), a separale ame to deal with high palicy
{Blale LCouncil), ppmdd even another ane to represont
regional interest {L'Iij:‘tu iber of Peovinees).  Adberents of
the Threcfold State) will rejodve to hear of such mult.
plicity of funciionsforrans. Buy iz & Funeticnnlisg?
Bo these manifold organs wicar soylhing?  Are ey
eiprestive of the wills and eowsciences of hunian lejngs
siriving to Pashion the foros ef their own liv :
the !lii;ctic-ns of Soeicty depa_-n:h-m.Lr,z“::;.i;gﬂf:}:rﬁf LU-E
bhe most ereative and Droitfnl way ¢ The answer st
depend on the wanner in which they are constituted.

The Counvil of Stute comsiste ol members fominnied.
Loy the President of the Siste.

The Chamber of Tetvinees coasists of the Guyvernors
of the Provinces and) their foanelal adviscrs.  These
Covernors ave nominated by the President aof the Slate.

The Chamber of Comorations will be constituted in
a mantsr which is st %o be deckled upon hy Statute.
Dut the part bo b played by 1he representatives of
erafts wnd labour §s already mashed by the setticr upiol
a unificd Trade Union {(Linheftsecwerkschafty as the
wily acercdited bype of working-class organization in the
countryr.

The Chiember of Intellect will consist of representa-
tives of the Churehes, Iniversities and othee publiz
wodicy, every one off those representatives | being
newinaied i some way or other by the Church or the
State. i
Dicivs of this sort are Tonctioral oply in narme. There
15 oo toere real fupctionalizin ahouk then than there
would be about so dany State Deportients Jabailed
Feononie, Political, sofl™eo en, respectively.

Or take local autoncan k. Vienna freed at last from
the tyranny of its Soeialst masters (who could Iueg
thefe sutherity onlvy on She voles of seme twothindg
of the adult populatich) §s granted a Charter of
Autooomy by its Giberators. On the showing, it i3 &
grand example of the funcfional 5I1i.1[: i;c-n‘nﬂ'lni':; the now
-!'-Z:lr[jl'li':iH'l.'l‘. constibizbion. JThe '5':|:|-;_=,r:-i-.1.1=ter is hewd of
a Town Couneil of sixtv-lowr members, bwelve of them
representing eultiral bodicsftwelve representing each in-
dstry, érgfe, and tradeg’ four representing agpricul-
ture, hanking, the profegtions, and the civil service.
Could the principle of [udctionsd representation ke more
fully realized # But in fact every one of these “repre=
venbatives'? iy u.ruru's.-r.:m: by the Burgomaster himsell.
Moreover, he can Lot ohi¥ resall cach member of the
Pown Lovneid *loar :JTIJ:'I.HTF:.._:I“{': behaviowr™ but I:Iiﬁc;":'l'!:‘t'ﬂ
the whale Tawn Connell at will. 5

As to the represeniation of the workers in the Tuo
Counvil the censtilulion smrests thet the Burgomaster
“orcht to consider due repiéscatation of the managerial
stafl us well ns employees in selecting the persons called
to represent the different branches of industrial lif",
That®z all. ;

Funetiomzlism is DL'iiiaL-::‘.cy on a hbizher plone, I%
is the represcatation of Taman beings e every respect.
The Austriom Constitotion, represenling nobody any-
where, gaeand#holisbing Democracy under o functienal
piiee.
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