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A few industriolists and landowners pleaded for aris-
toeracy. HRobert Owen and Tord Shafteshary, for
"-’“1“"I:i“r were both persons with the aristocralic idea
endeavouring to create an aristoceacy in the new econ-
omic conditions of cxpanding wealth, Their failure;
doe to no fau'ts of their ewn, was seccompanied by the
rapid development of the labeur union, itself an aristo-
cratic [eilowship for protecting its mwmbers, and o
industital counterpart ol the rcarlier eralb pajkl. Im
addition, the oppressed found their praphet, the counter-
blast to Adae Smith and even more to hig'suecessors.
Kaorl Marx ted the revoll against the new Flatoeracy.

On the putbieak of the Furepran War the lubour
unlons had come so near to the possessign of a monopaly
of the lalour pewer that Plutocracydhad fo buy, that
it seemed o if some pew politico#conomic form was
imminent. In the demonstrationy’ of power given by
the railway, mines, and Lranspgrt unions, all classes
recognized both o menaes and o possible snistocraticaliy
responsible partper in industpl, either with the indus-
trialists or with the State. /ﬁ' wit--whother rjﬂ]‘-ﬂ_:.,r
of nob need not be argudd—hadied as the tmndnent
trivinph of demoeracy.

The War, however,and its aftennath, led to an
entirely new state of Afluirs, and in addition, made evi-
dent defeets in ourfeconomnie system which only o few
voires eryibg in f:ﬁ'-: wilderness had so mork as kinted
at belore.  As JAng apo as Proudhon, indeed, belore
Napoleon, sodfloter, Geeell, Kitron, and Finvoeheim,
had laid t]w}l‘.:nnr: for part, in some instances 4 larga
purt, of the Ariclien in the new mzchinery for produe-
ing wealth An the money and banking systems. During
the Europtan War the pre existng money systom was
suspendefl, and replaced by one which nt loast mads it
possibly’ to earry on war. It iovoelved, however, the
ereatigh of envrmmous sums of debt, ehifeiiy national and
intergiational, . Power no lonser resided with the
orgaMFirs of Industry, as in ke nineleenth century, huk
with the Creditor of the State : for whom tremendous
attenzspls were made in the yoors following the Wir to
restore the pre-War linsneial system,

There need be ne doubt that a still newer Pluloeraes
¥

NI AT T TR
14 Fise 1 |
P Gala L LG

115 esseace of a social movement lics in its phils-
[ sopliy.  Awnd the key to s romantie philacoply

is the personality of the philosopher,  Hence the
importance of Professor Othmar Spann, his life and
waorks, for the student of Fasciim,
Folosoplize ead Politiclin
A borerunmer of social npheasal, a dreamier and phile-
sopaer, prophet and politicion, such is the ligore of
Othmur Sponp.  His theses on the superiority of the
medizval State-gtructiore over modern demceracy wara
published 2s far back as 1810, Some twelve years later
in Italy, and another twelve years later in Cemnany and
in Austrin, corporative forms of State were established,
At least in Austria, the part played by Spavn had been
more ihan werely acadermie.  Hizs was the intelleck
behind the Meimwekr movement. The ““Charter of
Worneubure', fn which it first declared for & Fuseist
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_»-v-ﬁ;{,_;r:t-"--'l‘-f, had been supplicd to the Hehinwehr leader,

. Steidle, by Profeszor {(Incidentally, Dr.

has arisen in the form of the community’s ehief creditors,
nantely, the bankers. In the trade depression due to
the cessation of the demand for goods for wer withunt
the ereation of a corresponding demand for poods for
pesce, much of the iaduosiral property of every
developed nation has been morizaped to the hanking
system with scarcely a hope of redemption,

As long as thet eondition of affairs costinues, dema-
erney can oxpress only revelt.  VWhoethof it is the trade
unions, the merchants of Lancashive /or the Chambers
of Uommeres whe condemn the banks/find demand a new
systam, their selion 5 8 democratic revelt aguinst the
concentrution of privilege in a place which does not exer.
cise correspunding responsibility,

It will ke neeessa—y to :ihmf;{hc form which Polilieal
Government and the En-:;nu;l(ﬁq anid Finaneinl Syatens
st take i the fotore. Qe thiug voan be offinoed s
vrice.  Fhe enormons expurbicn, at an even greater rate
thun ever belore, of the ability of induslry to produee,
makies delnilely pussible fin entively new system, which
wiil give seenrity and the opposturity af lefsure to all.

In the Stuies whith have deliberately abolished
democracy as no logper worth while or possible, no
atierapdt iz being maofle to distribute to all the frujts of
the Age of Possible’ Abundanee. [t socms, instend, oz
il they are fixing the old money systems on their realms,
and sealing the ?ﬁsting balunees of power held respee-
tively by finance find industry, Noihing is mose certain
in this world thén that the Corporate Slate, no motier
what elaima ii'.ﬁ"rm'!c".s ta avistorratie nsture, will, unles
it is as avistgeraiic as the modern industrial system
would ennbly’ it to be, provelke a democratic revalt,
anid mew expieriments, !
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mtrary, 10 the State which realizes and dstr-
tofal possible production for the maximum
i of its people, il i likely that something ealled
FEeonamiie Democracy, ard cnsuring for every itiven the
privileges previously rezeeved for the aristocraey, namely,
apportuniby far selfrealizalion and culture, will achicve
the final form of the naticpal socicty ; democratie and
aristocratic at one zad the same time,
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Steidle mude uvse of it to prevent Sturhembers from
tuhing the lead ut the time.) Mot Spann was just as
rexdy fo advise clastilutionzl factors as gevelulionary
movements, if they were but prepared to work towards
bis ideal socicty. When, in 1020, Uhe Austrizn Federal
Chaneallor, Dr. Schoberatricd to connter the Hleimwehs
diive by a Conscrvalive reform of the constitution,
Spann prescoted o him at ence the draft of a document
which he thouzht suilabie. Vet the part he p];;}'-:d Bs A
teacher was infinitely more important thag his réle as
win adviser of pelitieians, Amidst the hested turnoil
of post-War revelutionary Vienna he delivered g series of
university lectures on ““The True Concept of the State™,
which not even the fiercest opponcnt of -his politicat
system enn fail te i.'ﬂ'l::gn'l::e ns ljrq_:-p]n;;!_i;;_
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Raomnautle Prochcoy—Romcotie Irony
Spzon declored Liberalism end Socialism to be things
of the pust at a time when they scomed to meny to be
the unchallenzed rulers of the present. And although




jl.]d"""li by alirosi any standard Marx was the far grester
man, eeiologist and th:nkrr yet, ina ]mrerf.cmu:zl-i MOnner,
Spann appearcd, in the shott run, as the nore suecessiul
prophet.  And yet Spann was very wuch more than
Marx absorbed by the speculative visiom of far-ofl times
than by the mbersst in the immediate Iniure. In spite
of his dealing with Steidle apd Schober (ond, as rumeur
has it, aito with Hitler) there iz in bis published works
on polities and Statc-czaft hardly as reuch as a reference
t¢ the Italisn and German Fascist revoiution. Indeed,
the only mention of the historical happenings, which were
u.:iu[-.!]}r bearing oui in some maunner the substonce of
hiz philesophical system, we find in & fostnote in the
third edition of The True Joncept af the State in which
the author refers, rather diffidently, to the setbing up
ol the Corporate Stote in Ituly os an ipstunce of ten-
dene’es running purallel to his reasoning.  This mixiure
of tontative realism and ubter unreality is character-
istiec of the man. Marx has ;_;iw:n s powhere o deserip-
ticn of the instibutions of Sccialist soeiely, wet he was
':p.'1‘t_|‘.'|_:|i|_.: in '|||:im_'tu1g ot the mel bods by whirh the down-
fall of Capitalisrm wias to be hrought about. Spann, on
the comtrary, filled volumes and voluwes with the de-
tails of the structure and working of the Corporate
Sneiety, but there is hardly any mention of the [ICATS
by which the change-aver is to comc. since Plato,
the vagrant philosopher offering drafiz of the Perfect
Constitution to the tyraots of the day impressed the
world as oo emphatically romantie figare. It 3s the imony
of history that Spann himself has till now more or less
dizowned his cHspring with vehemenee, if not with bitler-
ness.  He disagrees with ss0lint®s inderpictation of
the Corparalive Tdea as much as with itler’s racial
frnatieizm.  However some oy regard the
counter-revolations in Central and Southern T'urr‘si:r: as
a fuctual support of ;J: reactimeary ileologies, he him-
self is known to "'I"Ir'llj!-]"|.1 that kistary has not folluwed
his precepts nright. Neither Iitler nor Mus:solini,
he suewests, have quite understosd his system,

A sliphi toewh of pedaptry Is often wp ingredient of
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Causation the Culprit

Othmar Spaan's is, indeed, a romuntic mind in the full
sense of the term.  Lile ronks for bim higher than
thourht, wad theught higher Lhan truth, Mo ireation-
alist has ever attempted to carry bis attack apainst
seienee more ruthlessly than he.  The very idea of
nadural law and physiteal necessity seems to him not anly
but evil. Inm his view, fhees i no
Lyer sinee man eonceived this

fulse am

giach thing as causatinn.

iden, he has no longer understeod the world, and, there-
fore, made a mess of il. For cansaticanalisim in scichce

iz the source of individualisin in soeisl life. This is
uximnatic with ﬂpm‘n, And Il‘:‘li‘-'il.ll. 1allzm s ihe Toot
of all our troubles,  “Individualism teads 1o Liheralis:
Liberalismy deads to Capitalismy Capitalism leads to
NMarxism ; Marxism leads to Dolsheviam®™. At any price,
therefore, Cansslionalism must To.

Il the price be that
seienoe and seientific thin 1-.mrrn..1 i be saerificed, tel them
Le sucrificed.  Othmar Spann §s wel a mere politieal re-
aetinnary,  Not a mere enunter-revelutionary, asking
for the re-establishinent of ]m‘—lln.m’-c..g..-ﬂ rnle,  ¥What
he wants is the obliterstion of five hundred yenrs of
erestive effort in thought and experience.  Ife enlls for

o Counter-Tlenaissance,
tut how ecan the idea of vationality be climinated
I.le:, thinking .|""..‘|-Z how ean the individoal and his
claing be made Lo disa ppear from of social
made to

exictemped Ifow, in a word, cun thinkin
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return npon itsclf, and Lhe individus] be enabled to shift
biz responsibility back on to the universe

Totality the Masterlicy
Spaen fecls, rightly, that once he could pet rid of the
coneept of Cinsation, the rest would follow almost by
itsell, B eoneent is noeedod,

or this, however, o new
which wuould enoble the philosopher to rearrange the
picture of The world st liberty without any fear of the
carping criticism of science; which would allow him te
st Tifk ideals wetFaonk ﬂ&:kfng vwhicther l'Iu-.J.-' wiTe bmuc ar
oot or, af philosophers would say, in the dry but ex-
l':l:'-E'.'Ei-jll‘. o terns of therr I:‘i]lgl'.:-.g:'. : o oconeepl, whieh wou'd
Fuse calve and wvalidity inte unily.
the logical quulity of Spann®s philosophieal master-key
of Tofaiity, Both in the realm of idea and of [aet,
Totality is the one and only source and reason of
phenoosena.  Hingle things ore but articulubions of
Tcrtn'iit}' Event: in time and spoce are but junctures
in Heeeless and spacelesz Potality,  For Totality is nrier
to itz parts. Whether plank or ga.-cmetricé] ﬁn:rur&,
whether Empire or syllogism, in the stroined terms of
Enann's philosoply its parts or members are buk *Haints™
i the “‘artievlated ordination’ of the One YWhole,
Cleanly this takes os vipht outside ibe realio of Seivoee,
and Tight inte the ficld of Motaphysics.
deal with Hie and the organie sphere, we
method £o worle all night, for Totahty is obvioosly but
atiather natne for the G."E'.ll".l_‘-lﬂ as o whole, Ihit ihe
absurdity of it all inast bBeconie ab onee m\]nrtﬂt when
we piazs ot To Plassies or Chemis try, b hie technienl Stienees
and their technolesica] appl: where canzational
categorics conaab be ousted by any amount of speeulas
tive r-:;phixtr:.'. This bas nothing to do with the theory
of Probalidtity replacing Cansationalisi mosome Loonches
of Physics.

Precisely such is

As long as we
can oipoct the

iy,

For leg there be no misiake whot Cansation
shande for in Spann®s terminology.  Spann bi-allows the i
vaidity of anv so1r of rationsl cause for natiral
I e, Whether the eause be physieal or payeho
1 vhether it be an cffeclive cause or uclely o
functional factor, whether it be an individoal pheom-
cnot or a4 statistical average, Spann denies n every
onse Fhot the o ean be reeurded ng sy Ehing 11-1.'-t
the fulilencnt or realization af the 'I'otn]i!:ﬂ
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Metaphysies —with 0 Venfoance
It is tene dhat o fanctional and corporative orcaniza-

tion of Socicty s more adequate to its  essential
cature ihan the individuslistic atormism  of Joisyes-
faire Dapitalism. It°§s very true, also, that the

normal ond coaduring structure o Society is always,
in & muanner, co-uperalive er corporats, nof chaotie,
eompetitive and  centrifugal. But Spann’s  concept
of Totaiity woes #ar beyond  this reasonable and
scientific definition of the erganic character of Socicty.
Tlis romantic J;n-ﬂﬂea'ti-:n:s furn him towards the Middle
Spann iz 2 decisred enemy of equal fity. O, as
he rather ]||'1||L‘|]|.'II_1R]:; jruts Fit, he deeries the Feuality of
Unerusls.  Equality of Equuts s ihe only definition ol
Feuality compatible with Totality, Concerning the ideca
of Freedum the outeome u[ his mncthod is even more
q[l,|t|11|= Tar clﬂ'-']f\.-} as T'.Ili.“'i.:rl oo conceive of
Treedem only as the action nf the mdividuni see [Jhl]n"’
to the rules prcwmh::i [or bis own food. LEven ‘:111'11'-
musk utter a waming apainst teo miuch of this sort of
Freedom in Socicty.  Tor, a3 he surdonicatly comments,
it wanld mean 1-r.-uui]’fjnif o r-;,huir about everythin
and turning the fabiie of Socicty into a maze af st .J.tu‘ti"l:
decroes, und by-laws. In the romantic conception of
Soeicly, lzchn ity beeemes on Td nl fand Al vary term
nt 11.F~l. il

Ages.
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