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ifascist Utopia

Dr. KARL POLANYI

In 'one of owr recent isswes I, Rarl Polanyi drem o pen=portrait of Professor Othmor Spann, e FPienma
Pfr.’frtir.:'}"nﬁcr, frr mfinse *."(Ff.lLl};’h:‘ﬂ.r o _;'_-'r_'."H‘_f-.‘.'_t_'r and the I'Iﬂ?ﬂii‘-l-’.&i" ara grcaf,{v rllrr.-f."nrlr‘:'_'.!f_fr(:}' ]’.&,c Hr{:;'_rr ﬁ_'r;.lfu'r;_'_t ;_l_llr 1he

new Adwstrian comstitugion,  Professor Spown has been vecently suspended from his chawr wnder the charge of Nesi

activiticr. I, Polany tricsy this week, by inference from Spann's work, to clcidate a question regarded by © New
Britan™ as hiphly topical—where does the border ine e -between Democracy and Fascism, between Socialism and

Capitalism in a Functional Society 7

NOMPAHE the sketeh of a Guild  Socinhist
eomstitulion with the petual conskitution of o
Fasvist State, eg, Austria, - and yon will

adoas

discover a striking somilurity hetwoen the two, In

both  constitutions  1hewe s separate  political,
ceonornie  and  eoltural :
levislation,  Instend of

one  political  Chamber By i

for twol dealing with all
kinds of guestions, we

UNDERTONES

capitalist (as so many Fascist Utopins do) 13 really
anti-rapitalist ¥ And whelber o popular move-
ment which has the support of a strong  sec-
tion of the population (as Faseist  movements
often have) is not in reolify undemocratic and
anli - el I
genniine  Fascism  essen-
tially 12?2 This s not
always an  easy .tosk.
It nu]j’ i [-;f'l'lnrnl}-'

find  separate  hodies did Fazcism eamoullage
dealing  with  differsent  Bopeosh thase sweel confented voices itsell as a new Kind of
matters. Both constitn- A Tovelier discontent _ Socialism, not only in
tions, that s, ATE A et . Ausbein il it annownee
e il unk . % ; ; :
Junehional, Fr:;m kfﬁfwﬁ :ﬂ _!}fﬁ ;{J}"r .‘i‘?ﬂgﬁrs, . Citsell as Troe Demo
: AT LR 5 croey. Of eourse, nll this
Af!u"-?-]ﬁﬂﬂllﬂpmﬂ‘ﬂ' Cwpems somewhat o Bl
This s puzzling, ‘These  Hardly breath, almost inaudible, asking for a test of

two tvpes of eonstitn-

tion seem to have w That wrought upon me an enchantment
closely  similar, W ool 4pd sfaj;l,gd iy E_gfm;’ng SV,
identival  pattern,  and 7

yet the one repards itscll
#z the very fullilment of
QAJTE
other clagms to abolish
Demoeracy and  fo s
tablish  autocoatic  Fas-
cism in its stead. TTnder
the one the cconomic syatem 15 Socialist, under the
other capitalist,. Wo wonder that more and more

- people begin to wonder what all the bother is

about. Thew are inelined to doubt whether thers 15,
after all, any real differcnee between the o systems,

A Ready Test

The dangers of a situation of this sort e obvious,
For the functional idea is ebscuring the difference
betwoen ]_,'I'f.*r‘n-:n-f:l':tn'_':_sr and Soctzhism on the one hand
and Capitalism and Fascism on the other, precisely
at a Lime when Hr_'n:jul::,’ 14 J||1T..-u]:.-' moving with
inereasing veloeity towards a chenpe-over from the
primitive, half-conscivus and vnintegrated  State
of today inte o funcliona] Super-Ferson,  The
painful rebirth is coming over ws independent of
human will. Tul whaty, in fact, depends npon us,
and us nlone, is whether this tronstormation will
land Soeiety on a higher or a boywer level of existence
than the present. Whether it brings more human
Freedom and Equality in n commonwenlth the
Bocialist ceonomics of which arve but the feamc-work

A tone from distant spheres,

Was 1t therr buried spirits beating
Thar love-fettered wings,

Prisoners within the heart, and weeping
For what tmmorial things?

of a Demotracy infinilely mwore foll and teal then

that of our day; or whether it will mean the end
of Western and Christion ideals in the huminn stid
form of o ewgenicolly improved Capitalism . in o

Faseist Satrapy. Western humanity is like a man :

trapped in a milway-tunnel, not knowing en which

 rack the cxpress will pass. -

What we need js o rendy test, How con we 1;-1]
whether a constitution which-professcs to be anti-

o

paternity helore the ehiild
% horn, But if we can-
not tell by the deaft of
A new socicly whelher
the outcome  will be
Socinlistn or Capatalism,
it might furn out oo
late For a rr;‘nir:f.i:,'.

The test is veally oquite
stmple.  Everything de
pends upon whercin
ownership of the mneans of production is vested,
and what the powers of the verions functional
bodies be.  In any type of functional Soviety where
private property has not been definitely abaolished
the linal decision must rest not with the Economie,
but with the Political Chamber, if Capitalism is to
be overcome,

The renson Tor thiz is obvious. As the adherents
of the Threefold Stale wnderstind, it is the Politieal
Chamber which embodies and cxprosses the Iden
of eommon human Wgoity and Justice. Under its
sway prvate property, however teobadively its
socinlizntion might have been procluimed to starh
with, would tend o furn into ** Socialist ™, ie,
publlic property.  Only i public owoership, or
workers’ eontrol, has been firmly instituted from
the stint can the Economic Chaffiber wax, and the
Political Chamber wane, without sny danger of a
return to unqualified Capitalismn,  Indeed, unless
thig is the case in a functionally orpanized society,
the mule of privale property must prove even more
downright and thorough than it is i the non-
functional socicty which we have al presead,

The Test Applicd

Toke Othmey Spann’s Fascist Utopia.  ITe de-
nounnees Capitaliom as’ shc S toonomic Machinvel-

--1l.|11‘1!i.'%'l"ll,j:'_.i'f‘1_" barharons, beutal dnd bloodilirsty ¥,
That Stl"liin'j:.‘! prethy defiriite, . Nor iz he a supportee,

of private property, on principle. Only “fovmally 7,
and not in essenee, will it be allowed to continne,
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Preferably, preperty will be codoswed with ¥ feadal
charoekeristies An Catmost musoiloldness i the
forms of property ™ shall prevaill  Owners of
property will be put on their kono, The over
lordship of every kind of property or estaks having
bewen thus vested in the cormunily, the formulation
of the aclual terms on which the ™ fondal 7 pro-
perty is to be held is regarded by Spann sy oy
“ninor dilliculty of a mercly leehnical natoree 2,
After all thiz, one could ha n]l:,f call him an advorate

ol the continuance of Capitalism,  Indeed, but for
“the fact that in his drodt of a constitotion the

Feonomic: Chamber predorminates, with a * Tend-
alized * property system of this kind, society might
quite well be reganded s on the way to Soeidlism,
Put with Spann, as we will show, it is emphotieally
the Feenomic, nol 1he Political, Chamber which
dominstes,  And this settles the matter, whether
Hp.'ilrn likes i1l or nod, i favour of f:api‘!:.-rli_r,;;n, In
effect, his Ttopia hears out fully the proposition
that the cssenee of Faseism eonsists in securing,
for the owners and managers of the means of pro-
duetion, power over an Economic Chawnber, and
then, finally, estoblishing the power of this Feonomie:
Chamber over soviety as o whole,

Business v. Romanticism

It wonld seem st the owfset that nuthing 1%
further from romantic Fascism than Ecoonomics,
Spann himsell stands For the full-deess pgenntry
aof medieval society.  He has sworn over and over
again, by the Toetality of Things, by their Oneness
and Wholeness, that there never was and never
will be as porfect and complele an cbodiment. of
Lhe Spirit of Man as were the Hstates of the Wealm.
The Lords Spiritusl, the Lords Temporal, and the

Commoens had nover move than o aneck of com-

mercialistn sbout them, The Guilds of Trades, on

the other hand, never cotered very mieh into .
Add to all thi= Spann's adimirstion for'

palitics.
Plato and his Toliteia, in which the simple oralts-
man and artisan are cavalierly dealt with by 1ae
philosophers who have st up as  professional
politivians, and you expect him 1o be the lasl
pevson to overmale the importanee of merchants
and millowners under the Constitution. Yét pre-
cizely the vontrary is the case,  With the hashful
naiveld chawmcleristic of his academic  approsch
Lo realily, Spann has himself expressed some dismay
about the fact that in applying his Utopia 1o
merdern conditions, he furms out a scheme in which
the statesman as well na the pricst, the teocher and
the philosopher is elbowed off the stage by the
captaing of industry. Hetain Capilalism and intro-
duce  Functionalism, and no other . outeome is
possible,

The Eatates in the Bealm of Utopia

His three Fstales ave, broadly speaking, the
Political, the Economic, and the Cultural, Althongh
Spunn does not use these exact terms, they mav
fairly be emploved to deseribe- his actual  eon-

“stitution.

The first Estate is, with him, the Eeonomic, 1t
ommsists of three stratn—the marval workers, the
clevical and manarerial staff, and the captaing of
industry.  Vertically, this same Hstate can he
organizcd  also into the Agricultural, the Com-
mercin]l and the Manufacturing -scotions (these can
be further subdivided into vocational categories).
Ronning right through this vertical grouping we
have the two extremely important representative

76

ovmunizationg, those of the employers and of the
employed (whe oy o weay oot exactly coincide
willh the captains of industry on the one hand,
the manval and moanagerinl workers on the other
hand). Fov lepislative purposes, the representation
of the employers and the employed on o parity
basis means, of eourse, the open establishinent of
the prororatives of the owning olaes,

The seeond Bstate is the Political. It consists
of the leaders of the State. who are an smatear
gravg, as 1f were, and includes the Military and
the Clevgy in so far as they have decisive political
funetions,  Spann ealls this Kstate the © State 7

Clearly bl few persons belong to this corious lind

ol Mstute.

The thind Lstate is the Iotellectual,  Ooly
“ereative thinkers aod toschiers ™ con belong to it,
inelnding ceclesinstical persons in so far as ey
quplily az such. This Fatote is deseribed by Spann
himself as s merelr * preparatory ™ Estate, only
the First and the Second Iming LD F'll”-f.{FUWn o

The Estates Swallow Up the “ State ™

In fact, even 1his = o euphemizm, The Foonomic
Hsbate alone is o permanent funetional erganization,
The FEstate * Skate ™ (this gqueer phrase sounds
guite s bad in German as in Englizh) iz not in
veality an Hstate at all.  Spann puts this in the
following roundabund munner, The Bstate  State ™
has two different functions,  First it s the leading
group which, it neecssprv, co-ordinntes the fuoie-
tioning of the ether groups, Secondly, it is the
remnant of what was once the political State,
As sueh it has, apart from loreign poliey, only
modest functions.  For nearly every substantial
function attwches to the Keonomic Fatate, Tt has
judicial Tunctions in the feld of socinl, industrial
and labour questions. Tt carries on the pgeneral
wlministration of industry  fneluding  tasation,
Finally, it is invested with legiskaiive powers in the
whole realm of industris] Lfe Spann ealls this
process the * Absorption of the *State’ by the
Estates ™. The reality behind this mysteriouns
happening is that in Fuscist Socicly, apart from
the seeret deliberations of a small ruling set, there
is no Politieal State us a functional organization
Ieft at all, for every sort of legislative, judicial and
exeetibive function that matters o the life of the
community has passed on to the Eeonomic Fetate,

This means the domination of property owners
and industrial captaing as swch.  The Political
State is abolished, No body exists any more to
voice the ideas of Justics, Hwnanity and Freedom .
And such is, undeninbly, the result where Fuaseist
[.Ttnpins o brue,

Factory

The tneessant murmuer of machinery singing
smoothly :

makes of my head a cave SIMging with mutstc,

my eardrums humniing tympam., The blur
of delicate metal continually moaning
hangs the day with sound as a silken curiain,

I slide on threads of sieel. The winds of earth

mouthing on glass or metal factory roof

are inaudible here, hedged out by fron and iron

and the mechanic minds of wnguestioning men,

their smooth-limbed bodies;, and the soft wvoice
of Death.. D. 5. SAVAGE
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