N OTIIING iz eheaper, of course, than to eall

at thoe top of your voice for new things.

Whelher il s new woilds or nerely oew
wonds one 15 cloanowring for, il s usnally booanse
one has failed to master the old.

Yot we must ingist on our demend for a new
Sociology, or lor now Wards, at Jeast, which would
deliver us frarm the pressing evil of being utferly
unahle to describe the most trivial events of our
Lime without implying precizcly the opposite of
what we intend to convey,

Different Kinds of Revolution

Take the term Revolotion. Tu current Marxian
Soviology il is slrictly confined Lo sweeping chanpges
in the economic systern. This taboo makes 1t quite
impossible fo give snything like an  adequale
soviglogical deseription of an hiskereal carthguake
like, e.g., the National Socialist upheaval in @er-
mony. Why? :

For the simple rensin thut il s in the nature of o
Faselsl convulsion to leave the cconomic system
unchanged, Indeed, it i3 the very raivon A" lre of
Faseiwm that it keeps the present economic system
going., Wevertheless, it is the most thoronshgeing
amd complete break i the socia] svatem sinee the
great revolutions of the seventeenth and cighteenth
cepturies. liven those who repandl Fnscism aos
fnerel].r “Uapita!i,am withont e pu]iti{:ul smioke-
sereen tf Democroey’” omght to be clesr in Lheir
minds that san seonomis system without o political
fapade of vome kind or obher is, to say the lesst.
a storbing sociologica] novelty.  Bul how on earth
can one expect clavity regarding the epochal im-
pheations of Fasciam i one is not cven allowed to
eall it a revolulion ?

Democraey a Smoke Sereen ?

Then there is the sercen® itself. In pseudo-
Marxion socivlogy Democravy is defined as the
et-f_mJ}J'lJprfﬂtn‘ P{ﬂiLitf:il ,sl]fﬂ!l'!‘-‘l:rl]ﬂtill':.‘ wf l",ap‘.taldﬁm.
This definition implies thal universal suffrage and
representotive insbiiotions bascd wpon it sre the
corollaries of the capitalist cconomie  gystem,
Demoeratic  governments, old-faghiored Maorxioms
asierl, are thus buk the Executive Doard of
capitalists as a class. Clearly Lhe term Democracy
uscd in this fashion is wnother  slambling-lilock
in the way 4o an understandine of the Foscist
phenomenon. Whyd

The Deadly Tangle

For the sinple resaen that Fuscism is merely the
outeome of the muotual incompatibility  of The
mocricy snd Capitalism in our time.

I Demeeracy were roally #he nppropriste politi-
cal superstmacture of Capitalian, Fasesm would
never have eome into existence.. Bui the opposite
iz the caze. Af an edrlier sloge democratie insti-
tulions i Palitics,. in fact, harmonize with
eapitalisl Ieadership in Eeonomics, Tub in a folly-
developegd industrial society a functional deadlock
hetspeen Polities’ and Heonomics must inevitably
uri.-:r&"i Detnoeraey becomner an instrrment ol work-
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irg-einss inflaencs, while Coapitalism remains what it
wag, the domuin of production, ewwicd on woder
the exclusive responsibility of the capitalisis,  This
incompatibility eonsists not merely in the fact (hat
opposite principles reign in Lhe one and in the othen
sphere,  Ideologicsl contradictions never aelually
matler unlesys they allect o vital port of social reality
itaclf.  But it iz presisely maoterial reality that ia
emphotically affected by this contradiction.  The
great g jorily of the population, which in Feono-
iy stands under The comumond of the property-
owncrs, are now actually or potentially the deeisive
tactor i politics.  But the dass of the cimployed can
defend  themaelvos ngainst the foteful coffecta of
industrial vicissitudes upon thelr personal lives only
by deliberate political inlorlerenee with the auto-
rigtiee Taws goveening in Capitalist markets and
curtehey-aystems, inbereat and wape-rotes.  They
nre proveked to this interferenee as 4 ceacltion
agwingt the seeret capitalist ofluenecs leying Lo
pervert  the  metural Tunctions of pelitienl  de-
mocrocy 3 they wre almost invited to do so when,
duriny acute economic depreesions, g Bugziness
itself calls on political Themacracy to help it in it
dileulbics 3 they are literally constraimed to do it
nnder fear of destruetion, when the actual cesso-
tion of industrisl activity - threstens them with
staryatiod.
Perversions of Functions

Political  interference with  Deooomics  and
peomomic interference with Polities becomni: the
rube. Thl:_ Pr'ﬂfrr:rt}-'--nwm:ru. endegyvour o wezu,ken,
to  diseredit, and o diserganize the political
apparatus of Democraey by every meana in their
power withoul the fointest vepard for the most
serigus dungers arising for the comonupiby a8 a
whole [rome the paralysis of he Tooelions of resula-
tion and lepislation in Politics. Parlioments, con-
scioualy or unconaciously, weaken, discredit and
‘iliﬁf“’gﬂr'li?:ﬂ' t'_hE I.FIL."'I'_'I]‘IU_IH;L! ITIij_C‘l':EH(.‘I":u" 1’_'|-1I 'CHE_'I':‘t-ﬂ.]iHII']
in trving bo prevent its sclf-vépnlating mechanism
trom restarting the cyele of production at ihe cost
of bepatombs of human lves. The oufeome 1z 4
aignally defective working of Democracy and o
alearly dimindshed Seocial PHvidend in Capitalism.
Their mutual ineompatibility results in a very real
lesz both in terms of political safety and of ctono-
e shanderds for all, g

A zituntion of this sorl eannot be long endured
by sociely as a whole. Snociety react: apainast it
wilh a wehemence as great as the peril itsclf.
Nething sharf. of a tatal ehange-over in the haosis
of the social structure will sufbice.  The deathly
inleelovking of Dimoerney and Capitalism  muat
he resulved if soviely is fo survive.  Museiern f dhat
forme  of  vevolwlicwary  solulfon  which  lkeeps
Copnbadiant wrtouched,

Socialism is Funetional
Ohyiously, there iz another selution. I iy Lo

tetain Demarcravy and abolish Capitalism, This is

the Socinlist splufion. For, just as Capilalism necds
Fusuist polilios ns its complement, o Democracy
neeids Bocialist deonotdes s its extension.
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Ennialism iz demnceratic or it i oolhiog, It s
functional only beewwse il s demeocratic.  For

funetionalism is bot the highest form of Democracy

in aoclety a3 a wholee  The ceonomics of &
cemminely funcbional soclety ave, therefore, neces-
sarmly Socialiml.  That funetionel socioloay cwn
alae he 1sed for Foscist purposes docs not conlbea-
dick this. Amnatorny 1s no less a scienee of the whole
humazn body bocanse it ean he made use of in 1he
amputation of a lex, XNor is phvsiolosy any leds a
sbisly of onr normal functivn: becsuse & may bhe
uzed by eugenic fanalics in depriving human beings
of some of them,

Sham Reform Possible

Bal here agnin we ought nol te put up wilh
the terms in uze. In saying that Fascism lenves
Cipilalism untouched, we did not mean to stress
the “untonched Y. fe oueht, in fact, not to ex-
clude wholly the possibility of a Capitalism “re-
formed®, so as to make it comply with some

measure of planning in the process of production,

ond with somae mnessure of sconrity of tenure for
those engaged in thin proeess. In the current

terminological jargon this would sound hike so reneh

umaeientific fiction, Wor planning and scenvity of
emplovment are (and, in a manmer, rightly) Te-
garded sz “Socialist’ features in ndustry § it would
geem almost a eontradiefion in torms lo conceive
of them as possible featurcs of Capitalism under
any circumstances whatever., But to think this is
anobher dangerous seholastie Tallacy.

Taxation—I1

FAHE upkeep and general maintenanes of o
I Stalo that has had the wisdom and prudence
fo separate its econormic functions Mom its
political life muost inevitably lead to grestly in-
cresscd expenditure, not balaneed hy the deerense
i artaments. Onur enltural gebivities muost expand
beyond all knowledme, It our existing Dudgcet is,
say, L750,000,000, we st prepare [oT st least
£1,000,000,000 in the now dispensafion. 1 male
allowane: for the stupendous burden of debt interest
and snking fund snd cven then have no fear of
vasl expenditure on cducation, scienee, art, hous-
ing, replanming, tramspotd, and s thousind othor
things., Still, T may be wrong, Owr Bodeget
1918-1014 was onlvy Z155,000,000, compared with
EH4,000,000 iu 1975-19%19, the lasl year of the War,
Never mind | Whatever the amount, prester or
stialler, we can mansge #—Lben times over, if
needs be,

Funciion and Financee

Binae, however, tamabion seswmes an alfogelher
different form in a funclicnal society, the economic
ETiMLP :;upi:r!::‘flir:g the individuol, we aore at once
vonlronted with the problems how to vy the
baxation. That neccssitates as simple as possible
an explanation of the attitnde of fanctionm to
linance,

We shall save ourselves trouble and misundey-
standing if we declure that unclion will never sib
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Inevifable Failure

In Fasvisin., Dhemoweracy gocs and Capitalism re-
maing, Planning and security of tenurc could he
it principle introduwond under Fascian by property-
owners aiou whale, dislributing the riske amongst
themaelves. The zame proup of persons own here
the factories, plan production, sod share the eosts
of eyualived emplavment anong themselves, eol-
Lectively,  Tazeism ig not, in its nsiure, ineom-
patible with some shom-reform of Capitalism, Tn-
deed, herein lies perhaps ity greatesl danger.  For
it pun promive aod wllempt el “reform®™ only be-
canse the abolilion of Demoeracy opens up the way
to an absolute and complete centralizativm of power
in the hands of a emall self-indercaled group, col-
lectively. No asmncunt of eamounflage by roeans of
gai-dizand functional representotion can do away
with the foct that even the partial “reform’® of the
copitalist system in lascisn merely reveals fthe
inlrinsic impogsibility of introducing any kimd ol
enning umetionalism into a form of socicty which
males private property-owners into o class of demi-
gﬂ'ﬂﬁ_—ﬂhiw[: thair follows, No adherent of the
Theeefold Stale will doubt for so istant that a
human agelomeration in which not only industrial
and political but, linally, alin intellectanl, cultoral
and spivibial life is shorb-eirenited in a minoste
groap of vested intevests i3 dvomed to ruin and
iEnominy. ;

But most misleading of all is the terminology
under which olass-interests and the power-issuc arc
often, inlroduced into the discussion of Fascism.
With these we will deal next week,

S. G. HOBSON

o a doal throne with finsnce. Funetion knows
from long experience Lhat finnmee 1s, functionally
eondidererd, of miner Importsnec. [ we oomld
imaging ten degrees in Iunclion, finance’s stalus
would be shout five or :ix.  The best minds are
washerd on finance.  The eashier’s jub is mechanical
and not intellectual. He s 4 recornder ) not o eon-
troller. Hc must do what he b told. And the
hanking syslem must sioply becomne the avcount-
ancy department of the nation, 1t may tender
adviee, iF asked : nthewtise the eontresl of money,
eireretney, and credit mast rest with the econounic
authority, in co-operalion with Lhe State

Tmmoralities of Capitalism

Heawven fortend thot I shoulds find myself in-
volved in Lhe interminable discussions now procecd-
inF on the gubject of money. We may hope
that porbups  (eosaibly  somehow  some  doy
who Inows—aon fmpreved bupking technigque may
e evelved,  One nefices Lhat most of these disg-
cugsians ate within the frameworl: of the existing
syatern.  So miueh the worse for thon! 1 must,
however, vonten; myseld with hriefly stating what
are the foaneial desideratn in o finetional socicty.

(i) As stalad, Fimetion must eontrol finanee.

Al finanecial control iz, o Mscll, sn set of baok-

Tupbey.
{11} Muney must only have a token valne.  The
two glgring imrmoralities of capdtalism are the eoimn-
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