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THERE are considerable diﬁe::-
ences of opinion on this
matter. ‘The question is not
coly how much but also what
7i=d of education is necessary for
2 working class whlclat 15 gmdu%llv
tr2nsforming society into a social-
=it commonwealth. Since it is
1ke mission of this class to take
ihe lead in the great transform-
. ation, what intellectual and
<altural equipment will enable
2% to perform that job ? :
Two entirely different matters are.
involved : edocation of the child and
<docation of the aduk.

. The workmg class cannot wait
until ‘to-day’s bahies become the
" <ducated adults of twenty
hence.  Today’s adalts tfinst re-
-edocate themeelves in order to face
up to the tasks of the present .
Tocloding that of the  straggle -for
the edncation of.

ade

In educating the child the omly
-sound. principle. is that of cne
.patiodal edncation for all classes of
‘the ponmlation; or, as 3 worker of
._-t:h:HmthufE_uglmdmprt:t_tn

the contrary, edocation for the
working class, or as J shonld feel
ancliged tor Et-it_—: Benaine Work-
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.. “Non-political™ and |
*“ Marxist ™ education -

Edocation of the adalt must be,

_ tiom.
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Karl Polanyi in this challensi : BT L e A

\oT7 _vofanytl in this challenging article asks = | g
RNEINEY QO ARDUL =D 2N 1B -
Labour at the pr;sc'nt time. The principle of gain; the fl'uﬂv'itabﬂil}* knowledge. No wonder his per- hm: have hnmm:iﬂﬂplble

tremendous  4achievement of the of the wage svstem

movement in_ the past—the present
composition of the Honse of Com-
mons reveals ite magmitade—cannot
hide this fact. '

It is trme that thomsands . of
workers have been advanced in their
calling by the help of adult edpea-
tion; that many more have eXpeTi-
enced the joy of a broadening flow
of Eknowledge and beanty; that
numeroas batlly needed fonctionaries
of the working-class movement awed
their competence to this source: and
that the life of the British people
wonid be the poorer for its absence.

Nor do’1 believe that any purely
Marxist education could better this
achievement. Unlesg .'l-l:ﬂ:.iulis;u 5
nnhampered by rigid orthodoxies it
mmst prove a fetter to the emanci

FEAIS " tiom of the working class. Socia iRt

conscionsness shoald nol be cramped -
by dogmas, which ecan pmviq‘.: only
the ing orge fer emancipation, -
without providing the tools of an
op-to-date Lnowledge. To fight his
battles, the socialist needs undog-
matic instroction. What we - must
goard against is- the iuﬁltr:ﬁnn-.af
capitalist ontlock ucder the gnise of
"mﬂﬁa P ¥

- Genuine.working .

#ow

class education :
‘In other words, we must have
Cenmine working class ednea-
This means instroction on

facts and methdd free of the ander-
lying assumptions of a capitalist

- soclefy—soch as the natwmral ftness

of a condition in which man is sup-
posed to act in everyday life om the

. the . erroneons

: i the acceptance |somality, instead of being reinforced,
of a community in which economic [has beeq sapped. s
activities are removed from the orhit | .

of pnblic life and socigl morality : *Being at the root
change "~ ﬂf Fhfngs

view that radical
12 either impossible or ¢

immoral; the evolutionist tenet whic'y The reasonm for thig is
bolds that all progress is merely af.. indostrial

semblance unless it happens spon-
taneously, * by itself, '
imperceptible growth of the secia
organism; that planning is the
to serfdom; that popnlar rule is the outdoor
natoral ‘enemy of cunltore: and that SETVice
he who even doubts the znique
authority’ of traditional education
puts himself ontside the pgle,

tanding by any conviction of K
oWl - : e

: simple. "In ‘- A challenge to academ
scciety the worker has Hﬂtﬂ'ﬂﬂ&z : = -
the advantage of 1 being at the A = - _"J.g
roots of things."” (I heard this most
appropriste phrase nsed by an afed
had been doing
work over a decade in the
of the Poblic Assistance prod
anthorities).

‘He cannot to academic eduocation.

g
, Some tentative advance has alresdy
been made. The Uoiversities zng
imning to see that the g

help mnderstanding the
: ! £T0 soCiety, gince
- be dives in immediate cootact with
- is Om avenue to the
+ anderstanding of social existence
class. By all means do not let a3 which is denied to the rich man's-
fill!ls?,kt, mt_:fh factval knowledge,” gson, But sg is his mission in this
milianty with conventions, or even society which it is his task trans.
the faculty of methodical thinking MF? = =z : s
or edics o Thus the world of labour-is built
of different atoms and is ‘MOvIDE
towards different ends from those
of the world of property,

I("Whn: the ome kaoows best, the
other knows least; and their aware- -
35:55 and inhtrmr move in opposite .
ectionsy .To teach i
science, ecomomics, social history, to change the world ;
industrial-organisation, local govern- :
ment, unﬂimpning:r, umversal his-
jlory or international atfairs in
distegard of this difierence means
to deprive the worker of a chance
of making a studv of these sabjécta
th_ﬁpn of true wducation.. o

€ may in the end have guined
more koowledge of facts, and he
may have learnt to appreciate all
possible opinions, Lat he will at the

to be education for the * working

. towards basic ends—ont
the ience, af everyday life;
towards the ends of iety. - For
ouly knowledge that is related to
snch  experience, and anly ideals
that are directed towards soch ends,
baild up personality. B

This alone is educfion:
ftom this,

periences

;. Apart
the collecting of know-
ledge must degenerate into mere
intellectnal snobbery, and sensibility
hecome the vehicle of 'moral decay.
Indeed, it is o wides d complaint
against our adult education that i :
tends tor make the stodent f

inwardly helpless, while supposed]y
endowing Iim with the armour of

Adult_ edocation in Great Ilritnin!

“oday ia, ag everybody Lpows, of |
" 7o kinds: ** non-political * and |
“Marxist.™ I would agot harshlv
criticise either, but neither is really
zatisfactory. The first is not relate
“to the socialist miscinm ~£ 41— :
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Adult edncation in Great Britain
Today is, as everybody knows, of
“¥o kinds: “ non-political * and
* Marxist.” I would not harshly
criticise either, but neither is really
satisfactory. The- first is not related
“to the socialist mission of the work-
ing class; the second is too narrow
in its interpretation of that mission,
What we need is an adult educa-
“tion committed to the -socialist
* mission of the working class, yet
formulating” that mission in  broad
‘Buman terms. .

* I have learnt personally to appre-
~ciate the contribution made both by
“non-political ” and  * Marxist
-instruction. Fortv years of my life
were spent in the workers’ educa
tional movement—ten of them in
this country. I was engaged mostly
.in the study of the socia sciences,
including the Marxian approach.
e happiest memories link me with
e W.E.A.; and wholesald attacks
Marxism. still make me Yeact in
“favour of a creed which has earned
"the. fanatical ‘ detestation of fascists
-all the world over. : S AT
', Yet I do xot hesitate to say that
Jack an. adequate .educational
‘movement- of the working class is
¢ <ne of the main weaknesses of

o
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