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that
First - fAh the masees

As mgainet that you have the evidence of the facts, hard

have no political judgment of their own.

statistical facte, of the greatest exactitude. The Gallup

prove that the masees in thie countiry have been consiet enl
F¥ow mind you that does né prove them

polle

tly head of their leadere.

right, they may Pave been Jjust a ahead ofthe mistakes made later

by their leadere.

a;/
Put that isn't the point. The pint is whetner the maeee have or

have not an opinion of their own, OT whether it ie made for them.

{L-'r. PO O

In thie resepect the evidénce iE cnngh:ab#g_

pecple’s clitieca U maybe anything
Second ILiﬂ:v,-n to tthm/arguments indiscussion . The issue iy let-usa

free fradu vareun prutuatiﬂn, prncib tion

versus anti-prnhlhitian,fnr anrthﬁng i-ll;f; Tha blu g' and the
(everything you plLeasge.’
blugfs will argue anythinganﬂ wTil fduny the othersides conienti

Listening to the arguments it is difficul

BB, WaT i peacs,

tion what ever it be.

not to cet convinced that you are li stening to a pair of féols,

for the argument has obviously nothing wia tever to dowith the
iscues involveds. They are arguing the righte and wrongs of

incidents whichpropganda has dumped into the iusuu,ium gechoals o

red herrings are started and !iu!!!luﬂulﬂihu herrtng” is
21
ches ed to sume subterfuge where he kespe hiding Shenewskbne

y until some freeh herring attracte attention

R ————

and the gamn of, qnpfuuing the iuaue star ts all nva;{ again,

A
2 ol f - 2

L/, e i3 4 Fra,)

. =% Rl i b ,t{,q" 5 g
5 a 1acy nf the argument W it d
wﬁr ‘But e mrpianatian dﬁv'qﬁm#lsx Ehﬂwm fhe argumente
ik &ﬂmmmm Aheir.opinioney and the actual argumneis,
(S
on ﬂ:inhﬂih-g make up their mtrﬂajarer#ﬁtirely different sats og

arguments, The ;nﬂn,ﬁ are numernua and fnnliﬁh , the

F Lo i ; ; r‘f’rlf-’ Ty H:"' 1"-
by /
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the i=iber are few and to thepoint,
ndt very different fromp
It ise unlnnnpnnanﬂnnpr{?ate life. ©One makes up one's mind about

a maitter in business or in family life, rightly or wrongly, on one or two
~and taen up a position in conse que

rarely three argumente. But once one hm made up one's wind,nanBnts

ence, one ig

prepared to defend it against mnafn any oncomer, and the arguments £

used way be sim?ly repartees, to what the other man ( or wowan )} eays,
ndeed,
with very little, moetly with no connection at all,with the original ,

and relsvant points of argument.
Let me put it this waye. There comes a point in every public discussion
- and the more heated and the more confused it is, the more likely ie this

to happen- when a man comet home tired and disgueied aninawann utterly
delivers himself in aii
fed up , 2nd in undressing he mhawkmnankind of ponde ed amd cyoricElentd
reckone

eententious way of hamn hwat,he Johkr Doa. personzally jhinkms iz tha
at the boittom * of all this pother's Now, watch: What he is now going to
say will usually be rather cymical , at least he himk intends it to be =o.

It will bave hardly any reference (o the heated diecussions of the day;
now
and—it will be very simple. T@m John Doe ,/believes himself to be clever:
he beliefcs hiweelf to be at his best; he wiil not be bamboxzled.
that is why he triea to be eynical. jﬂnd what he now delivers himself of--
true
that's wy point- iﬂ thruughlj' reze onables 1t iz not necessarily righa;

but it beares reference to the things he beld® ves are really {mportant:
THEREPORE ™

and - this—4amy second ca tention.- HE CANNOT/ BE FAR WRONG .

For a very simple reacon: #nm The things he believes are really impor
e PR crudely
tant are the few thinge which actually matter: I would list them/as fokimw

o,

fullnwa(and contend that he canmnot be far wrong about either of tham:.)

his éinome
(ad his income{bjfwhat he can get for A (e)the secuirty of his exist ence
job life and otherwime.(d)whether he on the whole feels happy or bascially

fed up with nhnngme things, That is all he caree for- and Jolly well

right he is; and it takes something to say that anybody was a better judge
monsy wages
of hie long run knpemm, his long rum real wages , his long rum secuirty




4o,

of job or limb, hislong rum feel about 1ife and ite livability than John
Dée himself,
here '&the trouble. For he

But- it is intejected-/he does not judge the matter from the long rum
view , but from the short fum view, He will samBp go in fr inflation, if
that gives him higher incowme; he will go in for raticonisng if that gives him
chegper prices; he will =stand for free comwpetition of for planiing, which
ever gives him mwore secuir ty thnhnhu;;ahgézngzzpnhlnlthhnnﬂnnguhnﬁhnnhnhha
flutupendangerntanhisancountprnandnuwohenfonnpeacgnonnhenuibtinherengngonatuhde
thanenemgnnunandnsonone , and every time he will disregad fthe longz term
effects of his desires—~ the ruim of the currency, the increase in cuf

throat competition, the grwoth of bureaucracy, thmnnandnsananfen nbhs

and €0 on .

1 appesl
Agairet this hhanenientherappeat to the facte . ¥or it is precisely
¢« on ultimate issues
on big devistions/that the average man is apt to be sound- that is what the

poll showse And eveytime he is credited with Mtaking the short view, he
actually takee the long viewe This was hRmnm true on the question of aerd

F airerd t; on the war iscue; onrationding; on tzxation, on nmanhimapnon

/ working hours; on ,amnman power; oneveryother iesue, Andnhha

The dxplanation 1is again quite simple: the ultiwate issues are eimply the

=
*tong run issues. On definte short run iscuee, hhe man is much mwe apt to be

Ls

'miﬂaﬁkun, but these are the comparatively unimportant issues . They are

technical, they @& n be and per haps should be dealt with by the expert.
But the b= ic nam issue , is by its very nature outside the competency of
the expert, becaum the only psrson who really knows the rights and wrongs of
theee iscsues is the ® r=on whom tﬁ:;i:'ltimatﬂyw affect and that is the
acgain the common man,

¥HYN Take capital issues : like war and peaces I mwaintain that thear
there is no eyp rt on the question of 1ife and death, We all come into

life once 2nd move out once; nobody has more experience or less on this

point.s. Now the

question of war and peace 1ie




s

gz S.

@LL J
; dife is, 18-
precisely on this : Wheth=T/hmimnorvVnot ®orth living » 2nd what risks we
uhﬂﬁld reasnably take to sheee change in ofder to maks it 1ivable,
Nothing more ridiculous tham the ealdé for the expert who is supposedly
an authroity on whether I should prefer to live or die.jmm And pnh this is

preciesely the true long run question- and yet who buf the common man should be

- -

able to pronmounce upon it.

-

no expert on
But in the same way there is no expert on the value of lberty; /the

vario s sides and shades and aspsets o¢f liberiy; finmrinhe there is no epxert
on the value of security in life; or whether advaenture or gecurity are woth
worth more under the given conditions; nnnmwhmthepnniindsnonndannotn there is no
expert on the type:s of hapPiness we are constantly gambling against one another;
there is no expert on the question whether I prefer stable monay 2and rearicted
Jobe to less stable money with more pummagn cert inty of Jabe, All wmm expert

gerizes one to the couwmon man, eeries No 2
usually knowg is that which is entirley unessential, /because hthmnabdhmmnexperts/
bave long since discovered any fallacy in the argumentsof expuri?r:;:t::;;th

of course,

UFHSNHNNN ] way now/be in danger ofhaving provedy tooMiM much  Tax HF
have my way, then, it seems, the common man would always be right, and it would
be entirely inexplicable why im there are still diferencds of opinion, seeing
that only one view can be right at a time,.

Now I dont argue anfyfth ng of the kind . I onkpNNNKIN restrict my view to
ultimate 1iseues 1im critical situations, and exclude 2ll thm issues which are
not basie, andnamennbaatanhemuaannénnguietnbimen. i.e, do not delcide the
the fate of the communityin some escential resepct, Now, quwite naturally views
will differ according to the experénces and intereste of the various strata =

and if they vote asccorindgly #m—eppoéite ways this merely proves that they hawve
voied according totheir ingerests. But still ressonably , and-that is all I

contend.
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~Now I come to a second fallacy on the masses and ondemocracy, and it
Bimply a matter
is that demcoracy is anmabten of education.

Againgt tlet I shoudd like to put up a counter theisis which is that

although education is not only a gﬂﬂd thing, but one of the things
ﬂﬂ'ithﬂ“!’ '1'-'"‘-“--—-—- -
inthe abeence—of which nuttln ind*vdual neEr community life <= mnnth

woyy-—muek worth living- it has w.ry little to do with democrgey .

The reaﬁﬁaa:again_is eimple. Degmocraecy is a way € life and as amethd

of de%csinn it ie ﬁbnﬁt the contents of 1lifes Now these are not mattes

about which there is any scheel knowkedge. One man's knowledge is aes good
as an other'ss And it is a simple faet that the way of life of democraesy

was not developed by socalled educated people nor was it practiced by them
it -
nor waEyE?en preferredd by them s but it was practiced by communitiees
quaker commm
of simple peorle 1like those of the History of t he Athle s, om the nities,
frontier
pioneriéng villges of the erly finnhénmne or the pﬁ;rim father's on hond

board the Mayflower. None of these communities can boast to have ,een
fiehermen i
especizldy cducated. Poor ﬂﬁlhnnulnat t he best; Iunnmthum Emailrtﬁilﬁﬁ'

-\.H-i"'

people who had fled frouw hﬂrhtern Lﬂglanﬁ inEliEatethan fimee' poar

L

i1l educated frontermeen _ were the inv ntors of thie idea and technqiue,)

The notion thay educatien 1is needed to understand democracy or te vractice
1 . t0 be cleared

& it , is 2 wisnudperstanding which de® rves ) bmimp (cleared upe because it
i ¥ import and the general human

: obscurés the generzl human i-unnnnnq&Falidty of the democratic idesa.

ML

I The tputh is that common human experience is at the back of democracy,

k|

| and thah where that experience includes tolerance , patinece with the

&5

f views of disee{ﬁting winoritiee, there dewocracyg iteelf will be dolerant
- i
( and. enforce @ wore unifermity than necessary to give fnik effect tothe
I

( decieions of the wmajority. NHENNNHY

The thrid change in tha nature of politics ﬂthe pacsing § the convictiam

L
tion that politics is, aboat
o=

¥, &8 jungii,
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blind
of / chance and mmmhminintereste, human pes sions and irrational ambitions.

As against that I want to set the grwoing rvonvidion thmén of the

basic raticmality of man and of politics. Bk o s 4, J;,m:____u,,%__j;
€hnace cammot of couree be iliwinated mfin from politics., A w&f'fhét-f
was certain to break out way by averted by the sudden death of the chif
chief stnnbpn actore ; an inevitable fall in prices and coneequent
unemployment may be averted by the chance disgovery of large fold fiields
ae actually happened in the middle ofthe Cent . ry both inCalifornia and
Australia. But this only weans that sowe measure of risk is inevitably
linked with any political prediction or forecae t; that we cannot be safe
from the action of chance how ever pruedently we have mapped our course.
But that does not mean at all, that politie 1is not rational.
lake, again our privatelife and existence. Who would a gue that
our life 1is not laxgely under the sway of rational plans, decisions,
attiudes, moral purpose e and the promptings of duty and &ffﬂﬂtlﬂnfnjﬁgf
asnnbnmay one hadn, pacsion and 11l considered emotion onthe othr.
The fact of chance which wmay deflect the onnnmeshnf raticnal nakdona
couree of thinge %n 1life does naot prevent us from thking about moral
life 2z ruled by resson and the laws of reason. In otherwords, all we

de it to tmim acwunt for chance by facing riek- an emirely usual

haprening.

: ie the i :
The some i € cage 'n politie~ Baring chance human situations

lexe only simple alternativee, this is the law of privatelife. Put
Precisely the =same is aleo th paw of publie life, or pﬂlitﬁca. Bar ring

L 2=
chance, political situations 1leave afmanonly simple alternztives, and

aA=
theese J,trnativee'gg as inevitable as those which govern private life.
There zre situations which allow of no® other solution that fight;
other eituations allow alse the solution of compromsie; but in every

situation the number of basie latenmatives is limited , and therefore

the forcast of the future ie poesible , aslong as we restrict ourselveg
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to these laternatives. I agree that thies ie most unsatisfactory.
When it ie certain that one of the two partn°res wmust win and the other loge
fmeteedneinErytnprerhshadmws b PYowiwy one wobymis/able to say that

gither the one or the other.will win . This almost :EEids like a badk joke.
But if onme looks at it wmore closely , the watter is not wuite as bad,.
Although I may be burning to know which will win, I may bm yet be intem std
te kncw for certain wimh which two eventis 1 can expeot to happen - alterntiw

tively, i.e. eituer the one or the other.

Sceting eimilar happens , after all , in private 1ife. How often
the warning of a friend wmay take on the form: Mind, onceyou put yours 1f
into this eituation, there will be onlythe choice for you te stay or quit;
or ¢ to manmgnhennon go in for the venture or cut it out; to stand up for
your views and take the consequences or back out of thece views ftoo late.
And so on- Are such views entirely worthless? 5 rely not: They in effect,

help us to make up our wminds, eince they clarify the situatione we are in

by cB rifying the situation we woulé get iuto by tzking one or anther
decision. And although ithey are not able to fortell what will happen, they
help us by tellingus mhfiphnfimonthingan for certzin tle t one of two things
must happen.

This , 4 sumbit iethe nature of politiml forecs t. And if we do not
expect more from it, we will hardlyever be chesal ede 1 repeai=Baxring chance
the politi®e 1l situation allowe only a very few alternatives, and with fthe
certainty ofa geomgtrical pwopoeition we can @#nehmklk fcretell that one
of them is ﬁﬂ:ﬁg to happen. True, nobody knows for certain which will
happen, fince that precieely ie the mwatter etill under decision. Put that ie
far from eaying that the student of polities cannot offer a view which hsm
more chance of being right than he who has not etudied the nature of fhe
alternstivese With one important qualification; That on the really decisive

issues, the cowmon wan's view is worth as wuch ashisj; on less important one's

however, he h# wore chances to be right than the common wman.

o~

DemocTacy is
8 gcy is wel} grnu%ﬁd in the rationgyy
Yy of map,

——h--..._____,_,d--‘"
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