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qUSsLe D THE CRISIS

The recert emergency made clearsr than sver before the trus
weturs of tte crisis of ocur time:-- that it was not sbout thig or
that special problem, nor en ieste hetwean ore country end sncthers
but thet it wes world-wide snd eoulc ba firally resclved only by
m tramsformetion of humsn society.

To recognise this is, indeed, To go to the hesrt of the matter,
Opece ths menersl nattarn ig understood, detmila fell into thelir
place. £ oivilisation 1is being destroyed because it refuses to
progress; hiatory travells afresh to bring to birth & new civilisatien,
Ts taie the plmos of the onc that is dedicmbed to death. Capltalist
nstione muss declins inse the dusty pest, snd in thelr plage will
srise an InsernsSional of Scelelist states-- e nasasgity of human
development which has boen rendered apparset by the omarpenes of
the first socislist state. dush a transfornation represents the next
step towsrds The achievement of wniversal pcommunity, and Fascism
is simply sn stbompt to stave off the ineviteals as the orics of
cheaps, degradeticn, and an sgiaitude of humen suffering, ‘Yeverthelsss
mexyy members of tis sapitalist class are willlng, +o the point of
national suicids, to support ths Fasclist rovornments of othsr sountriss.
In the rosent emergency it was tho fosr of Upsiplism which paralyssd.
ths loedorship of Great Britain snd France, =0 that they surrcondsrod |
to Gormen Fasciasm. This ig not surprising; for theso pountrics arg
rulcd By Hinsnoo snd Big Pusiness, who lodk ©o Lhe Fascist statos for
loadorship iz their stragg e ageinst tho soziglist movemont. Vhilo s
they neturslly wish to retain consrol in their own counbrics, end.
forvently hepe to maintain thulr nuclomed indgrondencs, st tho sama
timg thoy foer nothing morc bher toey foer tho Uess.5.2- and the do
of ke Feerist powocas 5t tho hends of the soclielist sbato.
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The rulers of tho urroformed cepitalist statoas Aars divided
grpinst thomselves. Thoy wowld 1ike e thirk of thomecolvos a5 %
dofornders of a Chriation oultura, whila in roslity thoy differ fro
tha Fasoisba osnly n lecking thd eourngs of ikolr convichions. Lnd

Fusoizm, “he cepitalist systom i roformed in such n meymcr as to
‘sneble i to withstand Sho prossuro of a mtizous werking-clsss ?
and to mitigato the most rovalting irrationslitics of the prosan®
sysson, oy anbrodasing sieh udvancad forms of oless rule rs bocoms
poagible sfser the cliriaatiown of sho -dea of = demseratic soccloby

This is iy =he ccisighont Fasolst oack nocogsarily turn ggainst

Chriztlanity, ohe 2liimese source of the discowuly of the infinit
wolus of the individasl welch Sakes 158 origit i the discovary
tha mgrzoonal. hapsisiienivy lesds to L hooalism, litgralism s
doroorasy, donooracy fo aneislise",) dut the lissral capitaliss
=ants Lo Amwe als Uhristiaznity and sad il: ae he ends up Witk the
reality of zanitelism, and whe shadow of liberty. Tne outcoms of
his hopsicss endmmvours Lo mainlein boin paritalism and dsmoaracy
is mersly resctionary. The Fasclst stote which aime et meintainlng
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meif-dalision. Ths aapitaiist "demcerscies” sanmot stand up agalnﬂt %

capitelian in its ap-to-dats form is recesaarily zuparior to the
unrefornsd Cepitr!ist abata, w?Luh Flewiics alung in muddle and

tha doetripe of fores preschad by ihe Faseiss suaues, shough th
realise that uzguissesacs will mean the surrender of their 1n¢epan&an
nebional sxlisbansa.

At dunish Franss was mado te break her bresty with Csecho-Glovakle,
end te daliver her ap todlzusabernenc oy Germsny end her allies: ghe
has thorzby caaszd to be s wower wiieh ean claim %o havs lepitimate
intarosts in tas Damabs basir and Iaguarn Surope. Conssquently
Folend tors up har alliastes with Franes ond marched inbo Czechop-
Slovelkin, &t the Vienne Conlsrenca, Italy and Germany sst up as
grojtrators snd ra-Lleacsd the mew of the Deoube region accerding to
thelir own idass, snd what remaing of ”zachomﬁlovakia is like a carcass
whose legs and arms have 2ll Deen umpu,a sed by men-cating sharks.
Cripplsd snd boaton, Fronec must resign hersall at present to an
inplorisas insiznificencc, In hor digmay and terror ahe secms to
Lbe imitsting the nethetic arror of the meuse, whe, it is said, will
gomehimes soek to hide Dencath the eat Trom wiom she 1s flﬂeing.

reat Britain harself iz in & more darperous position than at
gy bims in ker hisbory slnse tha defasat 0of the Armada., Even at the
Lima of Hapoleon's greclest nilitery criamphs, she was still an
igland, which, strabeszicelly, s=he hzs since ceessd to bs. Munich
meens ths selipse of Gremt 3ritoin as o power that can bs trusted
when 1% tekes its sbond on a mosal isswe. & British réprésentative wa
gent Lo Pragas to lure the Szechs inte cobpeesslons <o Garmany, Whiﬂﬁmwﬂ
hs himgelf razsrded az hasdly warranted, and which rendersd Crecho-
Slovakls the hal;Leﬁb wigkin Lo the trorast of Germen military argreast
waen Srest Britein end “rence suddenly witbdrew and left her in the &
lurzh, In sxeasuze Great Britaln gave an assurance te Lhe dininshed
Szzono~3lovakla szsirst uzprovoked srprossion. Questioned in the
Hoags, tas Frime Minizter deniad zhas ihe gunrantee referrod to th
fatare fronbizes of Ceecho-Slovakis: apd whon he wne pressed on this
point, as was ausble to soy wwhat ¢xachly had been guarsnteed. w:

It may taks gome tine bofure the consegquences of Munich become
sopacsnt o whe wen 1a ke sbroci lmowisally Shoy mast wmdsrmine
the szisbzoes of Grast Eritain and Soance A leading nasions in
Barcps. Tashs #als Lhas fallea, for tha Timd belng, te Germesy.,
Pabirs nisborians will ragacd She asreguss.s of Xunleh as the end off
w comparabively avganise? wolity of nubions. "Boaee in our time"
ig po mers, sad the Law of ths junslc nas beoomna the ackmowledged |
sode of Yarops. Tais mus, mean o smaghing blow G0 Ghe interests of
siesa nations whoe bencfibtcd from the sradizion of invernational
prder srd wers goraful to bring their cun intercshs inbo narmary
with suga A systom: far 2% Munich not only Garmun powsr but alzo
Bormun interpations] priscinles provailad, It ia hardly too much
to suy thet ths oeoires of Frasse and Sritein are threatenod with T
the fate of Szonno-Slovwakis. P !
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diany poople bolicve thet some kind of Four Power Fact was brought
into cxistonoe at Bunich, and opposition spoakers have bitterly - i
doseribed Grest Britain as a junier parfner in such & Paet.  But
thie ig to eredit Hr, Chembeorlain with s suesoss ho has never echisved
Farvently ms he mey heve aspired to sush a pasl, there is llttle :
to prove thet Hltler, evem taeitly, mgresd to 1L, Ile doss not want
hig hends 4o be tied by sny woet. Munieh meant dictation. The
ipvidieus task of camouflapine the obvious wns left to the British
Prine Mir:ster. Bilgborionsg of ths future whe prefer petriotism to
truth wiil be confronted with a delicate task,
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R R e

Thus Hitler reaped the fruits of his econsisteney: all along he :
hee based his foreign molicy on e trus somresintion of the eignificanoe
of* Soviet Hussia in our present world. He 'mew that he sould rely _Fﬁ;
on the deep-ssated aversion of the cepitulisi govermments to siding 3
with Auszsis in = erisis, snd he foressw thai the stromger Soriast
Russlp grew; the more sefely he could count on the clase~instinet of
the rulers of Gapitalist countries to sabebase their cuwn national
interasss rother “han sooperahte with tae T.5.5.R.

hocordingly, it wes frow Faris srd London taak the foelish
sllegation was dicseminesed thet the U.5. 8.2, was failing 5o implement
her trestr chligations to Tzoche-5loveiia. Hitlar wos only too wall -
amara af “kFe faerk tha® in “he For Fosasrn Frovizmes, the Eussians had |
marcilassiy bembed the Japemese invaders ou. of their positions, e
and hed returcd iz llmlen to all roowesis for o cessaticn of hostilitles
until the Japsasme had sccedod So the full the original Rugsien 3
glpims in -eshest 1o tha “renbier. & specisl ncte pudlished in the &
Bulletin o the Boysl Institube of Intermacicnal Affpirs containg tha
detnils of these negetiatiors, Cn August 10sh, the eve of the cessablon
of hostiliting, "the Jupaness Mmbeszy in Londan”, amys the Bulletin, :

" ggasd a pommuniguée surmarising the povsrrment's unsuecsssful i
shtampts of Mrpust 4th s-d Tth to sesvre nn Lmuediabe truss as &
preiininasry to neaccful resd ustment of the dlsputed frovkisr, and
doglarsd tzat iz order aot bo segravate the sitwation, tho Japanase
forges ned refrained from using offensive sypos of wespons, and had
siriotly limited their oserabions ©o those of dslenee.” It is not afton
that 6n ofPicipl Japansss dosment oould bosst of having sxpressod,
in =0 unsguivozol a fosalsn, attashment to tho sanss of pence. Thay
hed cloarly decided taat there was no nged ko probe further the will
of Ll dnssien Army to fight, besanzo bath C 0 deberminetion end ihﬁﬁ
ability had bect nut Boyond the shadeow ol Joubt. HMitler wes the
‘last parson to overlook the sigeificpnmce of tho iagicents of Ehungﬁl__
mfens (or Leke Hesoan, as She fussimns prefer 4o oall it) for -
these bordoe botlles took pleco well after the Blab of May, i.e. at
& time waen Jermeny had bepun her preperations for military action.
The behaviour of the L.B.85.u. hed spoyon mors siognently them the =
most solemr of deslorsbions. &t was a demonstranion by action itaself
that ko= formol vesurances of Ffidelity to her itreatics had tho bscking
of sn ermy thet wae mobiliszd on & war footing--cn &rEy, HOFeOVED, :
which wes the largest ir the world, eod which wag proving its guality

b inflicting terrible punashkmeont oo Tho units of ancther army,




modarn, officient, and well-sguipped. Hitler is ﬂradited with o
sorgltive var for the lunguago of cannen, Russian diplomacy had m&ﬁa
pertain that it wouid be fwlly understood.

ho pelicy of the Fronch govormmont up to the ave of Earchtaa— s
gadan p*¢v@ﬂ gonclusively That ther ha& ngwor cntortained the slighteﬂﬁf
doub* 22 to the Huzsisn sthitude to her trecty cbligations in the
ovont of agzression agaings Czocho~Blovakia. From Fobruary to May,
nonsh by month, tha Fronsh govermmont proforred uneonditional pledges
to Czeciio- uluvakia thet they slsc would stand to their obligations
in the cesa of an unprovoked dtseck., A similar dselaretion wes made
as isle a8 the lss of September. The French would have besen far less
dafinite hal +thar had emy resson o doubt Frssia's aasurances that o
she vould come 50 the aid of tho Crechs if Franco did the same. But -4
she Franeh gover:ment had the best of reasons not to entertaln ahy
doubts: the PFussisn pledegse bore the gesl of Chang-kufeng,

3ut in ordsr onse snd for all to fix responsikilities whers they

belang=d, the 17.9.5.R. spoke out st Genava on tha 2Ird of Septembar
wisk o rutaless ularity Litvinor revealed that Czesho=Slovalia
herseif wes ingicting thet Rucien help 4o her should be conditional -
on help from the Frenmch. The Czechs wers naturally afraid that France
weuld remain neuhral end would try to leeve the defense of Crecho-
Blowalia to the F.5.5.F., ores that caunury wes prepared, in spife .
of %ho provisiens of the treaties, to set alome. But Litvinow went
even Murther. In waccepting the Godesberg uliimatum, Crecho-Slovalkia
had remcuaced har treaty with the W.3.5.H., wao was thersfora and
witheut doubt entitlied to regard herself ns free of all obligpations
tewards her former ally. Litwinow solemnly declarsd that Russis
would nos aveil hsreslf of her frogdem, and theat, in spite of &ll
that had hupvensd, Hunssia would repard hervaelf us"bound again'
by the treasr, if Francs should soms to tw assistance of Czecho-
8lovekia., Thie snnouncenens, coming as it did afser the publication
¢f the lueso-frmenian declsion not to remain neutral if Czocho=
Slowalkla wore attacked, and after the Pussian warning to Poland that
dnssia would instantly densunce her non-aggression paat with Polend,
1f <hat ceunbtry invaded Creeho-Slovakia, pointed ummistokebly to the
rousa Shet Husslen gid mipht oe errested to tele. Already on Mareh
17%h. Litvinoevy had warnea Germany that if the powsrs which stood
against azrressicon wore determinsd to aet collesctively, ways and
mopns wonld be fotad So make Rusala's military ald effassiro. The - i
?efe:eﬂsﬁ <o &risle 16 of the Covenens was too obvibus “o be over=.
looks?, LisTinmoy wos now implomentirg fussis's profilse. Ho left ne
ez u‘rmau1c legahole tio Chomberlain snd Melif'ax, Daledier and Donnat.
Cn Ssphamber Zv,., it wme, in offset, authoritasively statad in
Londsn thns if Coecheo=Blovekis maere atonoked, T‘T‘F!.I‘.L('f!l and Foasla. Ea
nuu1ﬂ stand by her, Shus bringing in Grest Erztain Alea, The legen&

T dnazgian hesitation 1n the emergeney wos subses uantlv preduced in
Dréer te covar up the surrender.

Inpldentally, i% may be worth recalllipg thaet it was pracisely
the Hasionel Govermmont which hed pressed for the insertion inbo the




lussien trestics of those conditioning eclamscs, the existenece of which :
they wore now using as & means of throwing doubt on Russla's reedincss
to coms to the help of Czccho-Slovekia. The British sovernment hed =
in 1935 threatensd to denouncc the treaty of lLocarne, unless the
fronch wore in & position to assure thsm thet the Frango-fussion-
Jgesh trocky system was subordinoked to the Losarno Treefy. Imder
ths trsoty of Locasrne, Ureet Britain hersslf was to be the ultimete
Judge of whether or not she was bound to rendesr immedlsts militery
assigtonce, to Frenee in osge of unprovoked Germen ottack. The
Hationsl Govermnent weuted to be sure that Aussis would not ect on
behsif 0 Czecho-Slovesis without Frenece, who, again, would be bound
by Locsrno to corgert with Orest Uritoin. British stetesmen hed
lived in feor thet Fussis might cre dey brineg them holp apainst their
will, and tims ontongle this coumtry in & strugele sgainst Faselsm.
Kasent svents hove vroved how thoroughly they heve gusrded against
this denger. By cabordinating the Russisn treaties to Leesrno,

they sffonsively prevented Hussis frem ecomivg to the help of Englend
and thus ensursd our devsss nt Hhs hands of Gormeny. IT choice there
had to ke, howsver, Shiy probrbly would heve mlways preferrad to choose
this slierazbive. Thoro is no gnuas for surpriss that Lord Vdnterton's
1cfty diversion geeing: the U.8.38..0. was foliowsd by s spectaculor
elimbedoin.
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Eitler know only 20 well that the U.5,5.H. nad done mere then
curvive tho 2i<7iculiice of the last fow yeara: she had emerpged frem
them stronzor than over. Ore of the preatest political conspirscies
svor crginecred by on ideclogical feetion of fermer revelutioneries
ir lesgue weth n foreipr pewer, had foilod lsromiriously. Hitlsr
for one “ully eppreeintod ths leeecn of Churg-kulong. Ee rightly o
supged bhe eigrificsrec of e fest that the irlernetioneld situation
reg rwerely the cutwarc ompression of e vniversal arigis, whiech had
beun proeipisetod by the esisbliskmert of tha firct soclalist stabe.
Ly moosistently cortendod thot the world would turn either to Fazed
er te Segialism, ut the ecountrics of unroformed capitalism arc oR
tho resd noither to ths cne nor the othar. They nre, as we havo
suid, morely resetiomary. The tsgk of soelalists la 1o prepare
Peoplo’s winds for tho cneoming of the jnmevitable orisis, in which
the working.eless mush pive who 1sed.  dussis's role in tho omOrSeney
provad that ghe romoined thoe reysSome of all Tuture socialist sonstruet

RUSRIA, uONTALISH, NP $E17-5TPPICIENCY

The elgnificaaec of Aussis ig the same oucation us the signifigc:
of sopissliem. P we spproach the wroblem from tuls point of view, I
com oasily be shown thod nocialism, more than ever, olfers the «one -
etk to lead ms ost of che present lulyrinth. : .

The pelual Porme of ihe metorial cxiszteneo of mea arc those of
warld-wide isscriopendoscs. But for this facht the nobions of the world




could dseida tomeorrow that they would hengeforth live peacsfully

in coonomie gelf-sufficicroy ag independent sovereipgn shetes. Passion
end projudicc wight proveont them from follewing this course, but, .
werd 1% mou for the ssomemis fucter, vpolitically and morally it oy
wpild be Justifiable The Lruth is, however that the egtablishment
of the self- sufflclcncy of all eountriss would. inevitebly cause such
o sudden and disestrous fall in the meterial rescursss of mankind
that the population of the woridé would be prectly reduced: for the
anforced return to primitive sonditiane of production would invelva
the stsarvetion snd Csath of wosl megzes of Luman beings.

1t ig, of sourse, true thet i £he worid could be divided emong
soverel large empires, there nesd ir ftie long run be no fll from
the pregent stonderd of 4iving: but se irilerretionel economic co=
cpsretion would ccivelly Ircresse weclth, sny other solution stends
condemned, spert from the expleitetion ané wer which ere inseparoble
frem rive? empires.

1f, es ws heve ghowm, self-sufficictey offers mo rocl solution,
we must etierpt tc secure ot lssat thol pewsure of intermetionsl
ganremic co~cperatict whiczh exdstzd wuntil 1814, 2o this cormot be
devie Iv. the traditiensl ferm: of ecdnimic so-cperetlon, which hawe
broken d¢own and cernst be rostered.  Hew forme of sconomic co-operstion
will hewve o be creondod, and 1% iz this nscss*i“v witioh odmpals ue S
te eastablizh new Forpe af Folitical organisatico on on inSermetionsl o
geale. PFreciszly in the inpzrative need for now forms of lntarnutlona
lif'e liea ths ultlmﬂ e cones of all ths stinin, stress, ard suffering
that morkind is now undergsirg, and may yot hava to ukdergo in the
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It sheould not 4= nzogzsary te angwer ths oriticism that the
traditienal ferme of inferastiomal seonen-ao re-operptisn mipht ba
reslored. The internstionsl gold standerd, the internaticrsl cepitel
shd unrestrietsd normicdity mavrkets, haove [assﬂﬂ pwoy. The system ©
hirged on the pold standard, the Lrue sizpnificuanaes of whick mes nGtL
sufiiciently realised ui the tiwe. It lisiz now beceme aprarcmts that
the cloger the intﬂrdcncﬂd nnec of the notiens the grsator sre the R
saorifices noeded o Yeep the systom working; for the warzing of the i oo
geld etendard 1HL1169 tha udJusfanw of nstionel to werld nrinswlevels. e
In the peslt, gpovarrments ecouid end would do ze. Wow they sre neither
silliing nor able. Az lovie ms the vrice-leovel was risipe, gnvsrtmshts
might egree: but, under tne sapitslist syaiem, o 15rmarent faull Ans
the price-level moeng o slowing dowm of prodvetion and o drop in théﬁf
conguwaers' weslth oroducad; it moeens noss unerpicyment, o falling @
of production, sand tho consecuent threat Lo tho whele seeial struc#nre-
Ha EOTGXTMENT Gail deliteorotely brinmg about such & ecrdition of sg-_ '
=ffairs, for 00 edclody could meintain iteols undor such conditiomse”
1t is therefore dmpossible %o reeicro the geld giandercd ond the
gytem ol whiell 1t wos Tho keystons, ; %

The orly sltorastiwe 42 the ecttivg up of rew forms of irter-




bo replecad by £ reel ceomemic comasmweslith--in other worda, Ty
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national asonimic co-operation, hut during +hs pe%in& of trapsition
huge ecanun:c gacrifices wouid have 4o he m&dﬂ oy ell the countries
concerned ha process of adjustmsrt would cause disloeations; with
g hoavy toll in hnisn surferin Hndar our prosent eoononie system
no oountry will wvoluntarily amhurk upon the seotifices vhich would
e invelved. The resson is obviocus. 4 gonuine community might well
resolve to melte soorifioes for the soice of o gront purpose and peraav&
in ite endesvour until its purpose was achisvad; but under our induetri
swatem zoolety ig mot zuch & community. The property sretem divides
socioty into fwo-~thozs who are rospansible for the astusl eerrying
on of industriel produstion, ond those who hetve Ho such responsgibility.
The workers cunnot ressonaebly be expected to ghouldsr the burden of
waga=cuts end unemployment, under o sysztem in whieh they hewe no

s&y noout the cerrying on of industrisl produgtion, and in which the
gacrifices involvod would certeinly fa11 unecpuslly., FPor thia simple
receon it 1s impessible undor our pressnt eystem to meke tho whole
of the population sot ms & single vwnit whore coomomio gquoshions are
concorned; and this 1s the ultinete resson why our shates, as ot
pregent aonstituted, sro umoeuel to the teak of setting up =& naw
syetem cf goonomic ﬁnm, congaquantly, of poiitical co-operntion.

How since only true scgmeddicg--conmemities 1n decd as ﬂ.*rall
&% 1o word=-can generale thwe politieal ==d mworsl forces neceeasanry to
achicve & mew ayslen of Intorastions] comopersliion, il follows fhatb e
in the netlonel spheres too our present eccnemic system will have to &

gocdaldam,

s

In the pericd lying before us Poreipgn offeirs will cnnt1nua i
to dominate over Xome effeirs, The vowers who-dre sgeinat intormetions
co=operation will foree their Saporianlist wers on other countrisoss .
end thay will bo omiozed by those mowers, who, for wistover reasons, o
fevour oow-oporsiion. But mo morsuiro oF himon suffering will bring
ug zny neeprer to the desirved interretionel politicsl order szmocpt o
ir so far &6 toe natioms thomselves erc troneformed during tho ﬂourga
of the wars--wors in whick victorice vill bo ao coetly ss defeatg-=
inte soelalict ocrmozmoslthc.

Thig sosnislism whick is the ore eoludion of the intermetional
preblen is viot & pecvlisr kindt it is precisely the eame as thet
sociclimn which econsiata of the communel ovmership of the mesns uf
productien, thet seelelimm which elore ecem solve the problems of o
socizl Jugtice oné of poverdty, which elone can emancipots the wnrk hg
class. OFf thiz socdslism Pussie is the embodiment; and it is huaau;p
of this fact Lthet she ls, a3 we heve showm in cnotkor artielas, the
contre of tho crisic of our time, The socizlist working-clues .o
movenent must stosr its ooursc by Bussinm, : b




RHY TILi TRIALS HAVE STRENGTHRNED RUSSTA

The internstionsl prestige of Russia was weskensd puring
the eritlesl days of 1938 Ly the repercussions of the Trials.
Many people actually belisved thet the Trigls were & frame-up,
and they indulged in fanbestiec sxplenations of ther. To some
they seeted to show the workings of a bloodthiraty tyrenmy;
to othars they were the result of Stalin's inmordinats personsal
ambition; and to othars aghin they appeared to be "witch-trials',
in whish wrstehed inmocents had been hypnotiszed te confess :
imapginary erimes,  Mauy of thoga, on the other hand, who
admibted tile ganuineness of the Triaels, inferred from this the
pxisztenss of a widésnread undsrground movement in fussias, or &t
lzsgt of desply rboted diseffection, of which tho Trials wers
merely the outwerd syiptom. .

From ooth guartsrs [those who bolieved the Trisls were
goauwine and those who did mot) there was a temdeney to ropard
Husmia'e military powsr as complessly unbrustworthy beceuse of
hor guproszad internal weaknesza. Although the theory of a
frame-up was soon disearded by intslligent obsesrvers, and the
leggond of duzsle's letent military weskneass wasg atrikingly =&
sontroverted by tho Chang ku-feng insidont, the offect ol the
Trisls on %he intornational prostige of the U.3.3.R.was, until
rossntly, mush in cvidoenes. Japitalist governments, newspapers:
and pablizists naturelly make use of any protext to disparagé. el
Aussin. Bak, more seriously, thc admiration and affestion of “?ﬁ
ths worksra thamsclves Por the U.38.8.8. have been lmpaired by & 50
the offoate of tha Trials. " :

Wow 1% 1s, of courso, porfsetly truc that say abtempt o
cuplair thoss trisls in tho acsepbod torms of Wostern Iurepesn i
politizal morality wast ncecaserily fall., But tho taclt assumption
thet such a Feilurs inplics tho coadompation of tho Trials is ;
guite umwarraatod. For, in reality, it simply proves what
shzuld have been obviouse-tnat tho sthical standards of a
groat devolution mre far in sdwanse of sny our progant world
R 2ONCCITE.

I.

Thy brofzssional Hovolubionery

The only sourcc for the understending of B groat revolution .
lizs in tho philogophy of its leaders. : = : ~

At the Conrcress of the Social Domooratic Wisrkors Party of
Rupsiae hold ir 1907 of Brusscls snd in London, Articls I of tho
Stctubes of the Perty, dofining the gquelificstions for memborship,




(i.e. seoret vreparations by o few revolutianaries for a Putsch,

9. e

gave thy opcortumity for ¢ full dobebs butwoun Lhoe two wings
Df bhe Socind Uamncrﬂ*lc Farty., Uno wine dofined & monbor as
"a porson SHL"Qru tag ths Perty aod workice undsr the cootrol
of the Pariy". The “othor, lia hy Lonin, prosscd for e mord
s+r1ngunt toat ﬁf momborghip, wwhish, thoy arepusd, should sonsist
in Ea“tLGLUEtan ire tEc ]1|Lrﬁi crvanhsatlﬁn af' kha Prrtyﬁ
BOG COnS uqudntlv throwing onz's wnala porsonalifty and swistcnos
into Furty work. This would imply bEEmd abadiasnce to party
dis 11pllne of o yvary strrict kind; snd Ghe goroliary of this
viegw weg dermocratis centralisation inside the Darty, 1t was
on this issas that the grous led by Lenin secured & narrow s
majority, and nis group wes thenceforth bermed the BclshavﬁmL

The differencs betwoen thess Ywo concentions of membership
lay nartly in the metheds used, and partly in the degree of
committment. The orponisation ol the Communist Farty (as the
Bolansviks salled themaelves afber 1918} sinplesz out a group
of ksen, sellf~saprificing revolutionarizs from the maxs of tha
proietariat. Such a posltion oun be liztinguished from 3languisme=-

waleh would sapbure power for the masszes)-w-only by the accepbance
of ths prinoiplc that revelutions cannes be meds: they must

bu the outeoms of an objeetive wrogers, oxpsescing itscl? in a
peaaline moss-movarant,

iy

hny "rovolutionary” movement--i,a, the wse of illegal forea
in politics--whick 13 not basod on o dofiritc understanding = @&
of the noturc of such w procese i mercly irresponsible adventw
and in the same wey the ze ol pescefel mespns, vnlocs bazged ong 8
such on understanding, mest degonorats inbo opnorfunism. e

Iwo oxsmplus will {1lusbrate tho comnitmont o the
profesalonal revolusionmary, Lo Y217 Lonin Srsvclled bsek to
Hugsin thruugﬁ e Pt sty wader the pretootion of the imporialist
govocrmment of 4 covntry with which hiz o wp ok war. da wee
donouncad by Beraonskhy as o deuble +traiter, #o dussle snd to she
"wssien" rovolution, The Bolshoviks did not deny the faebs:
Thoey mercly angwored thot ir. acting as thoy did, they had not
oaen sho tools of Cormas militarism, but rathor they had uwaed
Gormen militerisn for Sicir own snds. Thedr ellceglonce wos
not to PFussia, wmor svem Lo Sha Ruasiﬂn rovolution, mt to the
world revelution, Their sets would bo justificd b Lhe result:
and Lenie’ = quesiion Whe will prmvf‘i' woe answored by ho
?¢¢tﬂry of . EnAGhov1ka and tha crvontun]l overthrow of the ; o
Gormen imparialias e b

. 1 #
The other cxenmle 1s almiler, Dy thoe Lroety of Brost % L
Litorek, signcd on Murch 3rd, 1918, Bussian torrsitory was u g
handod over te Germany, and Lonin was ones more rogarded as a K
troitor to Aussin and So Gho Fuseilan reovolwhiorn. Redok and

Busharin were in feavour of ¢ "rovolutionary war' aguinst
Gormary; Trosshy's formula was "Noithor Possco ner Tiar' .
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Lonin wes morc reelist then cithor ard steoed for surrerder. He
was porfoekly proversd to risk eppeering os 2 treitor te
"Huasim" intorcsts es lonpg nms he wee convircsd thot ho wes
sorving those of the world roveluticn.

In the light of such exemplos, 1% 55 ebvious thet the
profossionel rovolutioncry would incvitably dovelep inte s more
rdventurer if ho worc not committod ir his metivwitics to & o
dostrinms which intcrprots tho objeetive progess in which he'
nets mnd ¢f whick he is ko spirnt. Thoro fellows from this ! AR
fzot the overwhelming importsree of dootrine feor the Bolshevllk.
Hig dootrine is Merxiass., Ay ectivity which ig not besed on Hg
this, the only exleting seientific theory of bhumsn scciety &and
ef gonernl humen development, is nothing less thep pulitieal
and moreal selfesomihilstion. 4 bolshevwik who dissovers that his
aobion was not, £s hs cesumed, revolutionery, but, in effect,
gounter=revolutioncry, becomos, in his owm eyes ts well es in
the eyes of others, worse tham ¢ criminel: kis elalm +o -
existerce is invalidated; hip 1life iz undone, T

1I,

TR

The Doctrine ¥t

There are two points in the Marxian philesorhy which b %ﬁ"
¢ specinl relevanns to ths subject under diseussion. Firstly,
tho rosd from o foudal %o o socislist soelety lends through 5
oapitelism. In sogialism,ths spparctus of produstion which heg
boen develepod iz ond Wy sepitalism i teken. over and managed
by the commvnity. Sscondly, while history is made by men, 1%
ie not mode b the whinm of so=gniled greet men, If is impossible
to skip necessury stages of industrial dovelopment.

In tho light of those principleaa, it was aszorbed by Lenin's
group thot the Great ¥or had bsen saused by impericlist riwalries
and tras bound 4o lscd to werld rovolution; thet Bussip could ;
not teko the lond in the sstoblishment of seciclism, sinec such
& lead could come only from the working olesses of tag highly
industrialiscd cmpitalist statos of tho West:; and that social
sould bo estoblished only internetionelly in the coursa of =0

£ suwoncsaful world revolution. it &
_ o o0
focordingly the moin cutline of the Lenimist.or Eelshevilk -~ &
polisy in roference 0 Aussic in 1817 cen be summarised as i (M
fallowa: . N, e
1. To ond the wer et ell coets, ond 4o turn the imporialist & i
war into civil wer, R : b

2. To sgeure the victory of the middlow-picss rovelution
in sassie in face of the enbicipatod ctismpts st gountor-rovaiutiony
to prevent the middle oless [rom defrouding their working-eless
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allies of the fruite of their gommon wvistory, as heppened in
other revoluticnsa; and to serry the revelutlonary process as
far =5 possible in order to mchiewve thess aims.
4 3. Naver to loae sight of ths limitations which are set
to the Ruasien Rsvolution by the baskward condition of the
pountry, i.e. its primitivas agriuultural uharauter, its 11literacy,

o and ite laok of industriss. i

.1917: & Spoialist Hevolution, but not Sceislism

I

It is in the light of these Marxist prineiples of Lenin end
his followers thet the mein course of the revelution can best

be uaderstood. # =

The industriel and epmmereoiel middle class of Hussia which
had becked the Eerensky revolution of Februery 1917 was compar-
atively amall in numbers end lagking in cohsalon and diseipline.
The industrisl worling olass with which it wes sllied, whils
equally few in number, wes meinly concentrated in modern large-
soals imdn , &and had resched a high degres of pchesion and
direipline, ssif in effest possssmod s greoater parcentege -
of modern factory workers smong its industrial proleteriat thgn'
any other country. It very soon beceme spperent that Earanakg? “t
government could not hope to maintain itsslf sgeinet the determinad
esssults of the counter-revolutionery Tzarist generals, unless §
ho oould rely on the wholo-hoarted suppart of the working-class.

On the othor hand, working-class support imevitably lnvolwsd
under tho eircumstances tho sociallist charseter of the new
dgmograey.

But to the Hnlshavlkﬂ the socialigt charseter of the new
"rovolutionary domooracy” and soolelimm itsglf wore two very
difforent thimgs. BHvon aftor they had ssizoed puwur in Wovamborgs
1917, thcy refused, for a considerabls time, to ettempt to
aakeblish Bﬂﬁiﬂliﬂm in Ruasis. This refusael, indesd, was ono@
of tho corner-stonss of their policy. Bot untll sabotage by

the employers snd indostrialists forscd the govormmant to talie o
3 over the owpership of ths factorics did they wracaad bayond thﬂ ;
' intraduction of workoras' contrsl in them.

In tho boginning the strongoet support was g1ven to Lﬂnin %
by Trotsky, who joined the Bolshovik party in 1817. Hco had Pﬂﬁn
the only mussien socialist who had anticipated e socielist i
rovolutlen in Rumais gwar since 180E. His thoory of tho W
permencnt rovolution mado two main assertions: firstly, that in
aur opoch of nistory, the overthrow of auvteersey in Hussis could
not lged to & domoeratie republic, but would noecsssrily loed to
a soelslist revelution: and, sceondly, thet sush B revolution
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sould not load to the catablishnont of scoislism in Hussia
alons, but thot it would be tho boginning of a world revolution

in the sourse of whieh (but net boforc) Husaia horsclf would
ovcreoma the eonscguoncos of her own backwardnoss nnd achiove
socinlism, Trotsky's foresight as to the soclalist sharaoter

of the russien revolution waz thus linked with the firm convistion
of the imposgibility of establishing socielism in one oountry,
¢specially in & buokword country 1ike Russia. 4% the time,
this foot was without further consequences, Trotsky did met &
drop his theory of the permenent revelution--oven when events
proved 1ts insdequeey--nor did Le expressly secept Lemin's
thasia of tho necessity of co-éperation of the sogislist werkers
with the pefeantry in an agrieultural country. For at this
tims the Porty wes ugresd thet the survivel of & eoeinlist
Bugsia smongst the advenesd cepitalist stotes wes impossible
unless the wbrld revolution could be brought sbout in time.

Iy,

Vor Commmnism end the NEP -

Owlng te foreign intorvention end civil wer; militery
negcessily compelled the sdoption of so-sclled War Comuuniam,
the actuel sconomis system of which fmplied the requisitiomin
of grain from the peasants. At the some time soms of the Bol
shovike wore dofinitoly pressing for tho immediste sstabllshms
of e communisdt asocicty. Irotslky end a number of other lsadera
stoad for a pgpnorel comscriptlen of labour ond for o ruthless
wer agpingt £ll the peasantry sxcopt tho poorest. Lonin himself
g lmowm not 4d hove favoursd War Communism and he sertainly
refused to justify 1t on grounds of socialiat theory. It
wes oertaloly contrary to ono of his mein political deotrines,
which we haws clrondy wontioned, thet tho working-gless must,
in on apgricultlirel éoumktry, tako full eccount of the pensent 3
mzasos whom thoy mugt rogeed ca tholir sllics in the revolutlion.
This sllisnoo should bo bosod cbove all on the villoge poor,
but should oxdludc ofily tha well~to-do possants; cod it should £
try 6 win over, or &t loast %0 heubraliso, the bulk of the
romainder. :

e

iz "E';f", LAy
= g

e F

Tho dianstrous conscquonecos of Intgrvonbions mand eiwil ;
war ond tho complsto pollapse of War Commumnisn inthe grook %
foming of 1921 lod to n strotogie rebroct kmosm-as the BEP, i.8¢
tho roturn %o o frov groin market snd the ond of roauisitioming. -
Lenin suggestod thet s pnrtial roturn to capltalist mothode in
agriculturs would provide the revelution with & breathing
speco, in whieh it could colleet ite strongth to pursus its nmaln
toesk-=the promotion af tha world revolution., Tha Left, under
Irotsky, only rolustantly foll in with this line, but Lenin's
rathority curriod welgat ovon with thom.
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Important cocnomic concossions were officred to forcign
sapitelista in cxehange for leoans end cthor egsistancc. Londn
was properod to seerifico somc of thoe sovorcign rights of the
goviotegtabo, if its exiztence could be safegusrded and the sanss
of the world revolution edyvonced only by this mesns.

o In vlow of auegsle's primitive coonomio asonditions, the roturn
to eapltelist sgriculturo wae roparded by Lonin ns & stop
forwerd. Without the sdvont of tho world revolukion ho did not

- think thot working olaess rulo could hope to meinbein itself,
in ths faco of tho insviteble cociition of ocecpitalist govarmmonta.
In thoso eircumstencos = counber-rovelution was rogsrded as
a forugons songlusion, for os Lonin seid, "tha smell porsant
farmur oozod ecopitelism from overy poro". It was undorstood ”
that the NEF could bo po morc then & breathing spaso.

Ve

The Fivo Yoor Flans

When Lopin dicd tho Party lost its outhoritativo leedor.
A lopp porlod of indeeislon follewsd. Btalin stoored & middlo
eourso botwoon tho Right wing undor Busharin, Rykov, end Tomsky
snd the Loft wing undor Eamoncv and Zinoviev om tho ono hend,
snd Trotsky and Pystskev on tho othor. At the heart of this
long dresm out erisls thoro wos tho losvitablo broskedown of
tho HEF, et
5
For scvoral yeers eftor the donth of Lonin the Party hadl
pontinucd on the lincs of tho BEF. But the world rovolution 5% ;
feiled to metericlisc:. instsed, there wes a world wide stebilis- o
ation of sapiteliam. Put, as Lenin had foroseon, tho NEP
inovitably tonded to incroesc the politiesl influeneco of tho
poagent propristor sand, =s Lenin had ogunlly forescon, this
influnnog tordod towards tho rostorotion of eapitalism in
fugsin itsclf. On tho othor hand tho moosurcs adepted by tho
govarmacnt for the fooding of the urbnn population and the -
dovclopment of industry noccsaarily lod to continucus intorforemec
with the ponsants. Uhot was truc in Wostorn Burepe proved
truc alse in Gussla, Liborsl coonomics snd populsr govormmont,
agpseially if the lettor was motiveted by the intocrost of on
industrinl working elrss, worc mutunlly ineomvetible. The WEERS
booom: unworkable bocousc tho peasonts inercesingly rosisted @
A govorrmert intorfarcnsc, snd rofuscd to ecrry on their ferms i
on ooy elhor then o profit basis. #s & roult thore wes c gruﬂ# b Py
dusrossy ir the spricultursl rew metcrizls of industry; ond, elftor %"
1926, = repid detericrotion of the hoovy industricl plant becema 0 5 0
spperent,  The ceocomis systom of the country wes om tho verge : ".ﬁ
of eollecpeo. .

e, o

In this srisis the fight advised o farther retroet ond &
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norce esomplcoto MEP,  Bucharin teld the poagsnnts to got rich.
Thoro were tondenclos towards f1 eloscr conngotion with Wostaorn
capitelist powers. The Lef't advised the opposite--a return to
the pre-HEF policy, i.e. to the exploitation of the peasanta by
the workerz of the towns and by the use of "administrative"
methods or reguisitioning., At the ssme time the poliey of world
revolution should bs intensified at all costs. Stelin end o
small proup of the Centre took sn entirely different lime, amd
one which until then had been regerded es impossible=--the
policy of soclalist construction in Hussia irrespeotive of the
eourse of events outside, This was the polliaoy of the Five Year
Flanas and Collectivipation. Stalin sew thet the line of the
Right would mean ths end of soolalism, end the 1ine of the

Left the end of dussis, The Five Year Plens should solve the
industriel, the collectivisation the peesant problem. Thiz wae
& complete breab with the traditlonal line of thae Farky.

ek

Lonin had becn convinced that he was doing whet Marx had
edviged, ALotually he was doing only what Marx mizht heve edvised
under the altered clrcumstences, Stalin was similerly sonvinced
that he was following in the footstep: of Lemin. In fact he mma
making an origingl eontribution to politiss, The idea of mocielimm
in one sountry prectically smounted to the attempt to malke
fussie inte an industrisl country by hor avm mpans, without. :
foreign loanz and without the help of other countriss. Im o
Marxist thoory as it wag traditionslly understood, this wes not
possible, flor the former mennt ths adjustment of rolitical to,é? _
reality. Stalin's poliocy was tho roversal of this and was 0%
carried almozst ontiroly with the help of the youngsr mombors "&?ﬁ.ﬂ
of the Pirty, It is not surprising that slmogt the whole of the = ¢
0ld Party rofused to follow this line. Both Right end Laft s
went into opposition, convineed that the ruin of the rovelution
was ingvitable, The Right wing sew in Stalin & traitor to
the Russlan poople, who would necossarily bo the vietims of so
ruinous an undertaking, The Loft wing rogerded him as a traiter
to the world rovolution, as his policy moant that Russia would
have to postponc it, and perheps c¢von 4o glow it dowvm in order
to achicve succoss at homo,

The Fivo Yoear Plen snd Colleotivization were & definito %
forward move to soalaliem. The vital intorosts of = hundrod .
million puopls were ot steke. Fussis could not afford to wait

any longer., The NEF, goncuived by Lenmin as a stretogie rutrcﬁi,gﬁit L

could not bo turned from a trensitory inte & pormsncndt positioms =

Industry had to be medo politieally indopendont of the poasentry LM

if the revelution wes to be safc sgeinst s rocctiomery uphoavael.
The HEP, which was usscntielly a stabo of susponsion botwesn
capitalism and soedleldlam could nmot lesgt, $Hhile im agroral
Contral Buroposn ocountrios s similer steto of susponsion rosultod
in tho raoturn to eapiteliem under & fescist dictatorship, in
Bussia slono thoe ouvtoowme wes the ostablishkmemt of socialism
undor the diotaborship of the workinp-class.

B
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Stalin's prosramme implied, ae we have seetr, thel scoialiam
aoald bo sstablisked in one country, though in this assc ths
sountry wes as lergs as a gontinont. LAfter widespread and
unavoidable guffuring, which goumgd for s whiile almost to
Justlfy the pradiotions of Sbalin's opponcnts, the Five Year
clans ware sriumphantly sucecssful: lussia, which ten years
2ga was of no account ma an industrielist country, ranks now
smongst the very first, Socialism hes boon gstablished in one
countTy.

Vi,
Thy Trialg=wand Aftor

The Trizls cen only be undorstoed in tho i1ight of tho
sbove knowledge. ¥Vithout it, thoy would heve beun both moaning-
i96e end ircomprchonsiblo: mosninglsss, bocause tha sxoeubod
mek had rieked thoir lives for thoir politicsal convictions, s
it was the validity of those convictions thet was bosted in the
Irimls; inmcomprehonsible, beoense Shuir ullopad oconfassions and
their setual sclf-acouasticns would have boen impossiblo without
those seme conviotions, It is not surprising thet ths zront
majority of Weasturn Saropgsn obsorvurs, to whom tho backgroand
of the Trlals was vnkneown, belisved that the confoasions
hned bosn extortod end that the sclf-aoousations wore dus to i
gome {stili urozplainGd) dsvilry of tho GPU, Z2fnovicr and i
Kemanov svemed o Aave cunfnssad, Tightly and ‘frealy, cvorything 0.
thet had boon laid to thelr chargs: but in thae subsoquent “fﬁé
trials of PBadek ond Flatekov it occamc epparont that tho formﬂr”ﬂgf_i
azoiscd nad only sonfusecd whet wag sotually proved against tham;{ﬂ
wille withholding sll informetion about thesc parts of tho - T
censviracy whieh wore s5ill wnrovealod, Pimally, the trisl of %F%i
nylcow, Bulharin, Hodovsky wnd the comnon eriminal, Yagoda, -
showcd that tho military aonspirasy of Tulkhechcvaly had, by
all tho ecevscd in tho provious trinls, bocn shicldod,

Thet whe confussions wore spontancous and moluntary was
2 logendr net oven Radsk, who had, though tos lato, withdrsym
frem tho gonspirecy, found it compatible with his homour aa
& rovolutionary to give his formor associstos mwaEy.  Others
orly scomad ko gonfoss while in ruality dying 3 conapirators.
“he pohaviony of thu smecuscd socma wrsscouwnteble only on tho
complasent aasumrtion of tho univorsel velidity of the unhcreie
standsrds: of public morelity eurrcnt in middls glass politica.
Logdors of & grost rovolution may bo ¢xpectcd te adopt =
difforont stendsrd,

The meoning and purpert of the Trials lay nlmost cxelusively
ir the mera] wund politicel ficld. The roel issuc was whothor :
or nov tho asoussd would publicly shand to thoir politiesl ling,
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i.g, wmhother they would assort chet tho setual  develomments
hed justificd the mothods of professional revelutionariecs,

cmoloycd b thers in bhoir strugple sgainat the Sewlot government,

or whother Bhey would psrhaps contond thut though they were
beligd by the sresont they would be vindicated by tho future,
In cffget the groat majority confesced themsclves to have
misjudged the sitwation apd rofuscd to die ns martyrs o a
line in which they no loager beliewsd. Their moral collapse
was partly dus to thoe wnoxpoetod succsss of the poliey of the
Pive Your Plong which, on thoir conviectiew, should have faileod.
Hore often 1t wus dus to tho boleted realisation that thoy hed
boon blindly led on to shouldor rosponzibilitics, far boyond
thosc they had consciously specvted. In tho seeond trial,
Trotaly's methods were oxposed: he had forcod upon & roluctant
staff of subardinsto loaders onu fataful step aftor anothor,
while tho bulk of the followers did not suspoot to what their
lgadors worc cormitting thom,

The londore thomsclvos had becn se#vinecd that thoy wore
merouly following ir the footsteps of Lomin, who had not |
hoaitetod $o meke use of the heln of the Gurman rosctionarios
against the 50eialist revelulionarius of Koronsky's frovisional
Govornmont, and who had eoolly advocsted tho rotreat frem
Vor Communism to sepitaliat forms in ggriculturo, whon tho

interosts of tho rovolution scomcd to damend dts Ho did not ﬁﬁﬂn

shreink fronm offcring forcign espitelists valusblc conecssions

&

in Sovict Russie, cvon et the oxpomss of ite sovercignty. Im 0

gvory case Loniv hed beon justifiod Ly the ovemt. Evorything
hingod on thi: sssumpbion thet thoy too would bo similerly

justificd, Bhould thie ussumption prove false, morsl ennihil-
etion wes unsveoldable. Thoy would have to ackmewlcdee to =%££%
S

thomszlves thet thoy wers net rovolutlonarics buk countir-
rovolutiorerics, end thoir soets of turrorism and sabotapc
sgainst the innoeunt populatiorn had beon net the uneveidsblo
saorifices of o rovolutionery strugglo; but heineus orimes
ageinst thoir ovm most chorishod idesls, They would then
have forfeited theodr lives, not only apcording to tho laws

of the Sovict state, but by the judgmont of thoir ovm conseicnous

&8 rowolutionarics. Many of thom eould hewe only anc wish--tho

mish of tho ecoused, Shostov, who conaludod his last ploe with

the wordss: . ; :
"Horo befors you, in tho fese of tho wholce working slass,
in the feoc of those opprusscd by capitalism in all
gounirics, I hove to the bost of my ability shattored to

J.-l.-\.

¥, ;I
frrai
_'.k_}:."_..a- T

picegs the iduology whioh hes hold mo eephive for thirtoen

yoora. And now I havo only onc desirc: to stand with tha
seme ealmncen bofore the firing squad and to wmsh swsy
with my own blood tho stoin of traitor to my country".

Ths rocontation of Lthe sccused was only possibdlu booauso
the Trisls bhumselvos rovomled thoir ubttor isolution frem tho
mageos. [he old Holshoviks who hed rofused to follow the line
of "Sceialism in ane country", woro nobing on a purcly

W
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thooratiecl coavietlon which lnercesingly foilod to £find
rogponsc from the poopla. Apart from seme diasotiafisd proups
of middle elase notionalista ( mainly in the former Bukharsa,the
Ukreing, ond Whitc Bussia) they hod no following in the country,
Wiith no grewp of studcnta, of Komsomols, of factory workers, of @
colloetiveg ’ or of othor crgonisations or strate of i
the population did the censpirators have o cotmection. They wore
sebing entirely on thelr ovn,and were planning a "palaco revolution
or o amip do main,tre authership of which they intended to conceal
fror. The tasses, The assasslnetion of Btulin end other londers of
the govermment weg to have boen subscequently disowmed by the cons
spirators, who wenbted sinply to teke powor without eny previcus
deelarntion ol o pelitieal programme of $heir ovm.  This feot
alone wouid be sufficient to prove the eomplste cbsence of auy
backing from the psopla. g

W

S0 tho most audselous conspiracy over engincered by & group
of revelubtionnrics, who refused to ascept the inevitable gourse
of grents snd ware praeparsd to throwsthe nohievements of & great
rovelution into the melting pet, in order dowgverthrow its suppos~
odly treschercus lesnders,fniled; failed just in time 4o dastroy
the hopss of foreipn cuomios to achleve on aasy vietory, with the
help of militery troonscn.

Tnis is why the U.3.3.R, hos guerged from the Moscow
trials ss an even greater militsry pewsr than she was hofore.
Thet the sonspirascy hes been Pinelly ligquideted mey bs seanm
from Les reeent develommerts in Ruszsis. The Corrunist Pafi&.-f'ﬁ
is now allowed mraeh gresSer Creadom of discussion and
criticism; snc thls would be impossible. if “thers wore any ,
further dangsr of conspiracy. 3
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RUBSIA AND THE ERITISH WORKING CLASS «

The eatablidment of the first sceislist state in the
history of wemkind hes atarted o genersi, internetionsl
erisis, snd at the same tioe s profound ‘erisis in the rapks
of the socielist working-class movemont. The first of these
devslopments was forescon eand teken for pranted.  The other,
too, could sszily havc beon forssesn: for Just me the capitaliSt
clrssse evorywherc roalised instinetively that thoy were
facad with s deadly peril, ard roscted te it by turning o
towards Fasoism, the working-class movement alse and nccossarily
had to adjust its wholc outlock, noliey end nathods to the
fact of the first and deeisive wistory of socislism. x

£

: Frevious artielss in this iasus have deglt with ths
intornetionsl political aspect. They hawve endeevoured to b
show that the victory of coeislism in Hussis was the ultimats
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reason of thas hardening of the fronts, which, since Munish,

hza becollg upporent even to the most worilling eyes. It ig

in “erms of Fuscism versus Jocialism thet all international
problems prasent themselves In our Lime. It is in vain that
non-gwoinlist ababesmon--liberals as well us conservatives--
denounse hthese "ideclogies" as speclous imventions of the
warring Fasolet and Communist factions, with whoss guarrels

they wish to hove nothing In common, It is in vein thet they
ory "4 nlague on both your housss!™ for the ddeologicul strugels
ig, in resliyy , us inevitable as the old¥s strugegle which it
refleets. dailure to comprehend the faote will not do eway
with tha FPagts thomeelves. 4 #

-

But the sucosss of socialist oonstrugtion in Russia i T
st the root aelso of mush of the confuaféﬁggnqpha wurkingfeé%ﬁs
movemante [t is with tnis aspeot that the present artiole jis
conserned. A5 we hove said, nothing else eould be expscted,

& revelutionary movement is bourd o bo feced with s orisis

whon the first prest sehicycmont forees it to recognise thed
something kes bogh born ivte the world, which it must ckerish

and dofome et almost eny cost. The vwietory of socislism inm

one country hes inevitably brought the scelelist movement ims
the rost of the world Cooe to faes sith sueh o orisis. Theog =
cucstion 1s how it may boe avoreomo. At r -

Tho anewer cannot be given in werely thooretiesl dorms.
The irternational orisis and the erisis in the working-elass
movomert ara not two sepsrate orisca. 4t tho hosrt of both,
thore is ane and the seme historiesl feet--tho sictory of
socigliem in anc ooumtry. This must bo tha starting-point of
ell our sonsiderstions. ' N

for tho scelalist the outlook is domimakod by tho ineviteblo
brosle—up of the oresont notionel znd intornationsl systom,
The soming cmorgonsy will cither take the form of wer on a
world seuls or of thosc incisiwve sopial changes which alons
gould still owort sueh o wur. bhother the smsrgoney ariscs
primarily in th: nationul or in the international ficld, or,
ng iz maat probable, din both, tho soeinl systom as & whole
will bo imwolved. (OF. p. 5, Hussia, Sonislismiend Self-
suffiniﬁncgj; Intornsticonsl socinlism #3111 thon prove to bo
Thoonly merns by whish poacc sun bo rostorsd, snd at tho semo
time by which modurn induetry cur be roseued From disinlogretion:
wiils tho workine cless will bo the only group wvailablc in
sooicty which can sove it bty tho osbeblishment of intornetional
sogielism. Ib will hovs to osoume powor in order de sove
1ts0lf end manlthind from dosbruction. The Pixed peint of
oricntatleon for the sosialist working-olass movoment in the
coming umsrponey 1s thiz sssucomes of its rovelubionery
migsion. To ths tusk of wroparing for the porfoemanea of its
migslen, ite peliewy and mothods mast bo suited: und this can
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only bo deno by tuilding up its socislist conseiousnoas : seid
in and throvgh ita prosent metivitios,

For ths worldng eless in Frifoin;, the problom must foous
on olc guustion: Sy what mesanz onn this elasas fit'
igsgall  now for the gart 1t must play in en emorgonoy
vhioh sti1l 2ios in the fuburo, snd of which Spain to=dey,
Czooho~slovelis rosterdoy, end ths whelg of Contral and
Bratorn Eurose sines Munioh, arc but the symbols? In othor
words, whet attitude w11l mcot tho noods of the intornetionsl
situation frem tho poimt of view of tho worlking class, snd b TR
thu asmo timo holp to build up its socisldst consciousncsaf’ -

The answer is ouilto simplo. Tho working eless must sband
ty_fussia for tho seke of soeiclism,  BoEhE ports of Tho :
80NtGN0G ETO O Qcuel IMpOrGonce. To ztued for svelsliem end
not for fwesls is the boireysl of sdcianldsm in its sele |
exigting ombodimont. To ztond fer Hygsin without mertioning
sacicelism would plsc bo thy butrayal of efcinlism, vhioh slond
mekos Russis worth fighting for, Thgﬁ_%g why the working ¥loss
must stond By Sussia in the nemc of ‘Efgiplism. It is dmperative
that ncither Busgia nor sacinlism_shﬁﬁiﬂ"ﬁ%ﬁﬂfﬂpped in this
cantoxts Those wHo boliovs Thot they oro Sorwing tho LLULL S
of sooislism whilst donying thet the U:S.81R: ig socialist, __
ore fostoring the idsalist delusien thet sosielism can bo -
sohigvod withoutt an ago-long strugele; 'ih which the institutlons
of goclelism will hove to bo cvolved in syrroundings whioh mrg
for from idecl. Thie fllusion is on n par with tho sentimontel
ldoalism of tho middlo clras, so admirnbly caldulebed to sanciion
(Ch, s0 reluctentiy!) the use of force by the ruling olesses,
while denouncing the seme necessity as Ualibenesque brutality
ont the part of the working olags. If Rusaina dia net regarded
28 saglalist merely beocause the introduction of’e soclalist _
soonomy hes nob finally solved the problems of humen life, then
soclaliom is meaningless to all but the inourable ideslist;
the idealist who belleves that the trensformetion of institutions
is the sotuel fullilment, rather then o precondition, of a
truly homen 1life. it iE s 2

S

Hoither ought the defenme of Rugsia to'bg mentioned,
unlose goeialism is montionod teo. Thosc ‘sésiplists who
believe thet theoy rre sorvine the sauss of fha U.S.8.R., whils
often omitiing to mention thut thsy toke this: stemd for the
saks of sociolism,--i.s. beaxmuss kho II.E.S;'R,__'.iﬁi;s’?s.qﬁialist not
coly in noms but zlso in realitv=- are unconsgiowsly olaying
into tho hends of thoss who dony oubright that Hussis is &
soeinlist country. The unigus signifisancs of Russic to the i \ ﬁ
working classgs of tho world lics in bopo thing and ono thing :
alons: nemaly, that Russia is a goelslist sountry. Il that ]
aray, and Russic meane 1o mere ko then than any obhor country i
on ths map, Tho goglalist concolousncss of tha working aloss o




is built up threngh the delfence of 3ussia, Desauze Auzsia
i3 o soecinlist country. For thiz recson, thenefare;{gnd;f
this reeaen slone, mat the werking cicss stand for russi
and unlass the conaciowsnoss of this uniguo coRfiesti

indissolubly 2irked with the mention of Russin, )
of Ruesie mast beceme a merely nati coleaern
aa insernecionsl one, If the workin ' : 5
Rusgla in the terms in which they ere fecustoned to
other countrics, whos: interosts happen to coineide wi
of Great Britain. then the defonco of Russia, far £r
an interneticonslist coacern beeomes i faect & natio
pnd for from cmenciveting the worzing classes from
of niddlo-oless Leadershin, must tend to bring the A
complotely into the boudaga of eapitalist inberssts.
sesialisc working cluss movomont would thoroby be
woRltenod, It need hardiy be strossod that sesial
eould not ultimetely bo ssved ot the cost of
the secislict consciousncss of the working ol
countrios. Thoe Westorn Burepess working class o
its socialist mission, not cvon #ith. rogard to B
it rofuscs to follow ary line of peliey which wo
dim its socialieb consoiousncss. ek :

That is why the Bri%igh working closzs should &
Hugein in #he nemc of soedslism, linking coeialism 1
Fuseia with seoeislism; refusing to follow & soclel
doce not oxproessly ineludo the dofones of Fuszsia,
rofusing to cccopt & policy of tho defence of Hused
it is ocxprossly bescc on socieliem. Thus tho insist
the defenec of thu T.8.3.8. for the seko of soeielisn gonts
the two ogscnticls of working cleass poliey to-dey. This ds
the ecccasion %o discuss such o pélicy in terms Qéjp&xﬁyf_f
sligrmonts. Suffiec it e asy that thﬁ_impnrtﬂﬂwﬁjﬁﬁ ;
to suek sligmuonte is roduccd to ite truo proportiomns,
the sime time thoe question itself is oonsidorably eimplifid
B eloar arnd doturminee insistoncs on thoso twe cssentials

Oraders for further copics of this Fullshin [Price
end for future lzsuss roy Do sent tor 0 &
Moy g ! ;
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RUSSIA AND Tild BuITISH WORKING CLASS

The ertablishment of the first sociali=t state in the history
of mankind has started a general, intermpitionsl crisis, snnd at
the seme time o profound crisls in the rangs of the socialist
working=cluss movement, The I'irst of these developments wans fore-
seeen snd tuken Tfor grapnled. The other, too, could essily nuve
been foreseen: Ior just zs the capiteslist classes everywhere
reslised inrtinctively resiised that they werre faced with =
agndly perll, ~nd resncted io it by turnines towsr»ds Fssciem, Lhe
working-uvless movenant olso sod necesssrily had to sdjust its
“hole outloslk, policy and methods to the fuct of tne Tfirst and
decisive victory of socislism.

Frevious articles in thais issue have dealt with the internat-
lon=1 politicvel ssgect. They heve crndesvoured to glhiow that the
victory of socislism 1in Russis was the ultﬂﬂﬂt&fﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬂ of that
herdenting of the fronts, which, sinee dunieh, has become apuarent
evan to the most unwilliar eves, It is in terms of Fsscism ver—
Bue Soclulism that 511 dnterastionsnl problems prerent themreelves
in our time. It iz in vein that non-socgalist stutesmen-— literals
w8 well as conssrvatives— denounce thrge "ideologies" se specious
inwantions of the warring ¥escicst sand Communist factions, with
whose quarrels they wish to have nothing ia common. It ie in .
voin thst they ery "A plegue on both your houses:!™ for the ideo-
logical struggle is, in rezlity, ss inevitshle as the class strou-
gle which it reflecie. Pailure to comnrehend the faets will not
Ao swsy with the facts themnelves.

But the succers of sceciulizt construction in cussis is at the
reot also of ruich of the confusion in the workKinpg-clazs movemznt.
It is with this aspect that the present article in concerned,

Ae we have sald, nothing else could be expected. A revolutionary
movemant is bound te bz faced with a crisis when the first grest
schievemesnt foress it to recopguise that sometning hes been born
inte ths world, which it must cherish and defend st almost oy
coct. The victory of socialiam in one couutry has inevitabdly
brouzht the socislist movemeat in tne rest of the world face to
face with such n erisis. The queastion is how it may be overcoma.

The wnswer cannet be given in merely theoretical terms. The
internstionsl crisis fndd the crisis in the working-class movemsnt
sre not two sepsrate crises. At the hesrt of both, there is one
and the seme historical Tact— the vietory of socialism in one
country. This must be the starting—yoint of all our considerations.

For the socialist the putlook is domirmted by the inevitzble
bresk-up of the present natiomnl snd internstionsl system. The
coming emergency will either take the form of wer on g2 world
scale or of those incisive esocial changes which slone could still
avert such s war, Whether the emergsacy w34 arisssaprimarily in
the nertional or in the internstionsl field, or, as is most prob-
eble, in both, the soecirl syetem ne a whole will be involved.

[ SR Huesisn, Socislism and Self-sufficency). Internstional
eEoclislism WIILl Then prove Lo be Lhe only menns vy which peace
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¢an be restored, snd st the same time by which modern industry
¢nn be rescued from disintegrstiion; while the working class will
e the only group avalila¥le in society which esn save 1t by the
establirhment of internsetionsl soclslism. It will have to sesums
power 1n order to save itself and mankind from destruction, The
tixed point of orientation fur the socialict vorkins-clanss move-
msit in the comling emergency ie this masurance of its revoluticnary
mizsion, To the task of preparing for the performance of its /¢
mizsion, its policy mAnd methods must be raited; and thie 0ﬂﬂ{6ﬂ1?
bs dons by bullding up ite socialist conscilousness ia and titough
its vwrerent asctivities,

For the working clmase in Britain, the wroblem must focus
on ong uuertien: Csn this ¢lesss be praparsd now,fez in the fullsst
gznse of ths word, for the psrt it nmst Llay in sn emergency
vhich stil1l lies 1a the future, snd of whicn Bpain to-day, Czecho-
glovrkis yesterdsy, and the whole of Uentral and Eastern Surope
eince dunich, are but the zymools? In otnsr words, what sttitude
will meet the needs of the internmtionsl situation from the gpoint
of view of the working class, snd &t the same time hely to build
up itz socislist consciousness? :

The snswer is guite simple. The working clecss must stand
by Russia for the sake of eocialism, Both perts of the sentence
are of equsl importonce. To stand for socinlism wnd not forr Pus-
gin is5 the beirsnyel of socialism in i1ts sole existing embodiment.
To etend Tor Russis without menitioning socislism would aleo be
the betreysl of soeislism, which alone makes kussia worth Tight-
inz fore Thet is why Lhz working cla=se must stand by kRussiz in
the name of socisnlism. It ie Imperstive that neither zussis nor
socinlism should be drop.ed in this context. Yhose who believe
Lret they sre serving ths ecuse of soecialism whiist denying thet
the U.B.5.R. 13 goeislist, are fostering the ide~1ist ds=lusion
that =soecielism esn ke achieved without aan age-long strupple, in
which the institutions of socislism will hsve to be evolved in
eurroundings which are far from ideal, Tnie illusion is on m
Epr with the sentimental idealism of the middle c¢lass, sc sdmir-
ahly enleul-ted to ssanctions (Oh, so reluctuntlyld) s the uce of
force by the ruling classes, while denouncing the same nsceassity
ae Crlibanesnue brutslity on tne pert of the worging class. I
kuaesls ir not regarded us socialist merely bscsuse the introduct-
lon of s soginlist economy hss not sesiwxed finslly solved the prob-
lams of hum=n life, tien socizlism is meaningless to 21l but
the incurable idealist; zad=saiy=he the idesnlist who beliaves
triat the transformation of institutions is the metusl fulfilment,
rather than s precondition, of a truly human lifs. ;

Haither cught ths defence of Ruﬂsiﬁfba mentioned, unless
soclaliem ic mention=d too. Those socialists who beldieve that
they sre eerving the csuse of the U,5.5.R., while often omitting
to mention that they tnke this estand for the sake of socialism,

— i.6. because the U.,%, 9,3, is socialist not only in asme but
also in reslity—nre unconsciously plarying into the hands of

those who deny outright thmt Bussis is a eoeciaslist country, The
unique eignificance of Russia to the working clssses nf the vworld
lies in one thing and one thing alone: nsmely, thet Russis 18 =&
goclalist country. Take that away, -nd Fussls mesne ho more to
them then any other country on the msp. The socialist consciousnes
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of the workingr clessfls bullt up through the defence of Mussia,
beeruse Hu=eis is a %ocislist country., Por thls reason, sad=fes=
f-ds-—repspa=-nieney therefore, sndl fo this resson slone, must
the'working clas: stund for tussla; snd unleze the consciousness
0 this unicgue conugction is indissolubly linked with the mention
ol fussin, th: defence of Busels must becoma & meraely -rtionsl
concern inctesd of an internstionsl one. If the working classes
cone to think of Hussia in the terms in whicn they are sccustomed
to think of oilsr countries, whose interests huppen te coincide
with Lhose of Great Britein, then the defence of russia, fur from
being an internstionslist concern baeomes in fact a metionnlist
ong; amd fur from emuneipating the working classes from the
tutelspge of middle-class lesderszhip, must tend to bring them even
more comgletely into the bondmge of capitrlist interestis. The
soclslist working clas=s movemsnl would fthereby be fatzlly we=kened,
It need herdly be stresged tnat soclalist Russis eould not ultim-
stely bs saved ot the cost of ererificing the socialist conscious-
nerse of the working clasees in other countries., The Yestern Europ-—
esn working cless cannot fulfil its seccislist mission, not even
with regard to Russiam, unlesg= it refuses to follow any line of
roliey which wvould tend to dim its socinlist conseciousns=es.

That iz ~hy the Britizh worxing c¢lsse should stend for
iusein in the nems of sozinlism, linking socilalicm with sussia,
Rusels with socinlism; refusing to follow a sociclict lead thet
tioeg not expressly inelule the defence of Husaia, and couslly
refusing te scespt m policy of ths defence of Russis, unless it
iz expressly based on socislism. Thus the insistence gn the def-
enge of the U.5.5.X. for the szske of socisliesm econtuine the two
ereentials of working clases poliey to-dsy. This iz not the occap-
ioa to discuss fuch a policy in terms of party alisnments. Suffice
it to esy that the iLmportriace nitached to such alignments iz red-
uced to itc truaes ysropovtions, snd at the =am= time the guestion
1t=elf is consider:uly simplified by a clear and determined in-
ciegtence on these two eszentials.

B e ot ey et g e ekl o]
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b WHY THE THiALS HAVE STHESGTHENED HUSSIA

The intern.tionnl _restipe of Russis wus weskenad during
the criticsl daye of 183E by the revercussions of the Trisls., Moy
veo.le netuslly belleved that the Trianls were m frame-up, and they
indulged in fFanta=stlec ex_l=unstions of them. To some they seem=& 1o
enow the workinge of » bloodthirsty tyranny; 1o othere they were
the rersult of Stalin's lnordinnte persousl ambition; snd to others
fgrin they arrenred to be "witch-trisls", in wnlch wreteched innoce-
ente nad been hysnotised to confeass imcginasry crimes., Hany of those,
on the other hand, +ho sdrmiited ths: geminenesa of the Trisls, in-
ferred from this the exictence of a widenuresd underground move-
meat in Fussils, or at lesst of deesly rooted disaffection, of which
the Trisls were merely the outwsrd ey tom.

From both guarters{these who belisved the Urddls weare zenuine
rnd thosze =ho did not) there wss & tendency to regrrd Russis's mil-
itary nower ar comgletely untruntworthy bachunses of har suuposed in-
ternnl wernknesn, thquuﬁW the theeory of o frome-up sae soon dicenrd-
ed b iﬂtp 11¢9nt ohservers, anl the lepgsnd of Russia's latent mile
itsey weolkness war oirikingely controverted by tho chang ku-feng
1nciﬂent, ths elffect of tne Ls=ade Trinls on the interpational prest-
ice cff the T.S0.8.R. wae, uatil recently, much in evidence, Canital-
izt povernments, rewspspers aad publiciets nsturally nale use of
sy pretext to ii” ﬂaEe ussia. bBut, morc scr;ﬂufly, the ndmiks -
jon mnd aTfection of the workers tnemzalves for the U, S.S.H. howe
been im.mired by the effects of the Trirls,

wow it is, of cour=e, parfectly true that sny sttemut to ex—
vlain these $riale in the uccﬂ“t“d terms of ®%estern furolezsn pollit-
ient morrlity must necessarily fail. bSut the t.cit mRssum_tion that
such r '=ilure impilles the condemnation of the Trisle is= Juite un—
warrmnted. For, in reality, 1t sim.ly Lroves whit should have bzen
obvious—=— thast the ethicel stands=ds of 5 great -evolution are far
in advence of sny our pre-ent world.csn concélive.

(1) %
The Frofessionsl Hevelutiopary.
The only eource for the undersicnding of & great reveolution
, 1iez in the philoso hy of its lenders.
:JFLM?HmIJ it the Congrers of the Soecisl Democrntie Workers Party of
f Fusgesis h=ld in 19035 st BErmuseels and in London, Articls I of ths
Strtutes of the Perty, defining the guelifientions for membership,
g=ve the opportunity for & full dabste bhetween t}ff_:GEIFl Jemocra E"j!
Sty eyl ot s, Lhe farmer defined a-member ﬂs;pufj
"s cerson supporting the Party ond working under the control of 3
the Farty". The 1latter, led by Lenin, preeeed for s more stringent
teet of mombershij, which, they argaed, should coneist in "partie-
ipation in the 1llegul orgunisstion of the Party" and consequently
thirowing one's whole sersonslity snd exisitance into 2irty work.
Thie would imp.ly bilind cobedience to prrty discijline of B very
mt+ict Kind; =ad the eorollary of this view wae demoerntic cesntral-

isation ineide the a“ty. ﬁﬂz this 1vaugJLenin m*é—dﬂﬁﬁﬁ*ﬂﬁr“hﬂﬁ
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gt g ouy of k=en, self-sncrificing roavelution . vies 'f' om the maeg of
= JT - the proletarist. Such e position com beo dis tim;fdlﬁhﬂd from Blanjuism
\{‘-'_fr —--i g. cecret prevasrations by s few revolutioneries for & Putsch,

- PRy ~hich would ca; ture Lower for the mmsses) ﬂnl}r by the acceptance of

¥,

iy tve jrinci,.le tnhet revolutione cannot be m-de; they must bes the out~
K come of sn objective jrocess, cxpressing itself in s genuine mass-

3 rovemant.

Any "revolutionn-y" movomont— i.e. the use of 1llegsl force in
politice— ~hich i# not based on a dafinite underctanding of the nate
urg of =such & process 1ls merely irresionsible adventurism, and in
the same way the use of nerceful mzons, unless based on such an
understanding, mist depencrate 1nto oooortunism,

% Two examples will iliustrate the commitment of the profaessionnl
e - revelutiousnrcy. In 1917 Lenin treyvelled bock to Hussia through Ger-
.!»:1-. :---4{1h~'l" mroy under the protection of tt:ﬁ%{-jl}“.’ﬁil'u’nﬁ?kt of 8 country =»ith whlch
"l" ] hirs ovn wes 8t war. He was denounged by bsrensky sis A doubile trait-
or, to Zussla snd to the "Ruu=sisn” revolution., The Bolshavilks did
not deny the facta: they merely answered thst in acting as they d4id,
they had not been the tools of German militarism, but rathar they
had used Germin militsrism for their own ends. Taeir sllejpiance was
not to Hussis, nor even Lo the Eussisn revolution, but to the world
revoluticu. Their sets would e Juctifieéd oy the result: and Lenin's
Jaestion "¥hno will prew 119" was mnswared by the victory c:f the
f : glehevike snd tnefuverthrow of the German im erislistsa.
Corcirtia Tue othar exsmule is similar. Ly the trezty of Brest Litovsk,
Alpned on Msreh rd, 1918, Husociasn terr ito v owae handed over to Uep-
Cmeny, and Lenin vwhs once more re mvded o o8 trajtor to dussia and
to the Russisn revolutiow. &Rr dek snd Bucnsirin were in f.vour of a
‘revolution.ry uEpYy; Trotsky s ferecnta crns ‘HuiTh o Lace ™ow
"fv'ﬂ'.?’.% / fow;‘ &'ﬂ“'&lﬂl‘?“)

ik " renbint bias, wiiin aloof ke Py Ty

o4/ min“rfﬁirﬁrﬁ Tor #‘urrr“mﬂer. He was perfectly prepared \E:-\?mgﬂiab-"*)

/M_m = rusein naoRmmr g interes tgPbashomes of the world revolution.

i  In the light of cueh examyles, it 1= obvious that ths . ofess-

i ionnl revolutionsry would insvitebly develo. into m mere adventurer
if he wers not committed in his sctivitiss to s doetiine whieh in-
terirets the objecilve process in which hs fqy'ts andtthe ngent, &

¢ . yeckmiremmtes  Yhere follows from this fact the over¥helming imsort-

?&’-‘-_'J"‘f’“ sn¢e of doctrine for the Bolshsvik., His rl’jﬂtt“iﬂ.ﬂ is Marxism. Any

i ¥ metivity which is not based on this, the unly exicting scientific

theory of human scciety anl of general hum.n dovelopmsnt, is uothing

lesz2 thsn politicel < 4 moral self-nn. li‘iilﬂtir:.-n. A Bolshevik who

discovers thet his sction wers not, &5 he massumed, revolutionary,

™ o Z*"—‘f q.,'{.r. [ 2 Lo bty il {u_} P (1 %-1,., -_&.;{
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but, in ¢rffect, ccunter—reveolutionsry, b:agomes, in his own ayes
a6 well us in the eyes of gthere, worss than s eriminel: his ooy
exl=tense is inve iwtpd his 1ife is unione. e {(

(1I)
The MVogtrins,

Ther~ =re two points in ths Marxian philosoghy hich have a
gpecinl relevance to the nubjsct under discunsion. Pir=stly, the
cond from a feudal to r rocinlist society lesds through ca_ italism.
In enginliem, the ap.rpatus of _roduction wiich hars been develoyed
in and by espitelism is taken over nnd mangred by the commanity.
Seenmitly, hlle history is mnds LWy men, it 1ic not made =% the whim
of co-cnlled preat mens It 12 imposcible to skip necesssry stages
of indietrinl developmesnt,

In the light of these princi_les, 1t wne msserted by Lanin's
grour tn=t the Great ¥War had been csused by im_oerinlist rivelries
and wao bound to lead to world revolutlon; thail Russis could not
take the lead in the establishment of cccislism, since =dch a lesd
co:ld come only from the working cla=sez of the nighly iniustrial-
ised cn.it=list stntesz of the Weat; ani trst socislism could be eo—
tublished only inftermmtionnlly in the vourse of a successrful world
cevolution,

Lecordingly the modin outline of the w“eninict or Bolshevik
pollecy in reference to Russis Iin 1917 eun be suvnarised ss follows:

1. To end the war £1% all costs, 5.1 to turn the “yerstXwsr
into wewlicewodiitiomm Crams s, o Ay peEn Lo

- 2s To secure itne victory of the mildle=-clacze revolution in

luwesia in face of the anticipsted sttem.ts at counter-revolutions
to prevent the miidle 2lsnss feom dF‘fL‘h.LL].th th=ir xnakin_g-mlpn%‘ /o
nlliee of the fruits of their comnon vietory, as ha..ened in ofher
revolutions; and to cavrry the revolutlonsry process as fur as pessdbd
posoible in’ order to achieve these aims.
S« Never to lose sight of the limitotions which are set to

th= Huselsn Revolution by the heckrard Pnnﬂitimn of the countryfi.e
itelsegriculturel character, 1ts illiteracy, sn? ite lack of 1mlu51’d'!($

{111}

f? ff"i"ﬁﬂg{uﬁi’ r:.,ﬂ:.,ﬁ%ré/ fﬁ,JJm‘A

It is in the li?ﬂt oF these WErxist prIheinThs of Leain an® =%

his followers thet th#- m:in course of the reveolution enn beet be <

urnderstoand, ¥
The indusetrisl snd comercinl middle glass of kuseis which

had backed the Kerensky revolution of February 1917 “ms compnr: tive-

ly emell in mamters and lecking in ¢oheslon sani disci Tine, The in—

duetrisl workir; cless =ith which 1t wss allied mﬁww

mm hr-‘" weacnﬁd A high de SEree of cohsslon und discipline,
=EF-E i : : adern -fecto-tens—em-
Loy e : e ‘{uvefﬂhmﬂsm sed a greater per=

ecentoge of modern f'actm‘y fmwkera AMOon 1tu 1ndu<trisl Lroletariast
than any othar cnuqtny A 5 M1 =
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.Ii very koon became sorsrent thet Berensky's sovaromenb
¢ould nét ho,e t-.'.: m:intuin its lf aminst the deterniasd asraulis
of the counter-revolutionsry Tuarlst ge ‘w"\l:—:, ualesns has could raly

on the wiole=tsoried suyport of the working—claso. On the cther

hund, workin—clace sunwort luevitnbly iovolvsed undar the circum
i watornes the spcislisnt ¢ mracter of "‘"1' aeyw 228l G2MOGIRCY.
‘;’f-‘__ Jq4 ‘F;QF#,, But to Gpﬁm*&m-—" <ei=—fotor-ere the mocialist character of
o #__.fet-lﬁ newlrdemoerocy¥and socialism itself were Lo vory difle~'-ent t'rlings-
mven riter they hed sei-ed power dp . “D sber 1017, bhe-Bol-mevIRs fo 5
refused, for B con ldorslLls time, sblish socislism in Russia.

This refassl, indeed, was ons of thﬂ cﬁwnaﬂa_tﬂnnh of thoir peliey.
ot until ssbotspe by the employers snd industrislists forced the
covernmant to teke over the ownershiy of ths factorles did they uro-
cmed beyond the introduction of workers' control in them.
In the berining the trongzst suspoert was given to Lenin

by Trotalky, =ho Jjoinsd tho ﬁGT sheyile wurily iu 121%. H=: had bean the
cnly ¥uusisn eocialist Tho hac idg A wocislist revolution l1lu
Fusels ever cince 1905, His uhuar of ths pewmsnant revglution mede
tvo moin segertinns: Firstly, tirit in our spoch of history, the over-
throw nf qutncrﬁcy in Ruesis epuld ast lead to & democeotic raoublic,
bt Tou neceens i1y 1846 to a sonecislist ravolution; and, secondly,
thet zueh 8 vrvolufio ;aﬁulﬂ nnot lesd to the ectabliztma2nt of scocial-
ism in Russis elone, bt that it would he the bzzlialng of a world
revolution in the course of which(but not befors)}Bussis herselfl would
~dmchieve cociglism. Trotsky's forasiyht 2=z ton tha PGHL~li 't charactier
4 of the Zussian reveolution wae thus lilkea vith the firm convietion

\ of the Impessibility of establishlng sccisliam in o country, &s5-—
Ti‘ 5 reeislly in & bsckward country like Russia. AT ithe time, tnils fect
T wee without further consecuencas, Tretsky 2id not dro. his theory of
ORI the permansat ”E?Glltiﬂnr-“VPn when =veabs proved its incdeguucy—

nor did he ex ress=ly accert lenin's thezis of thr nescenrity of suf
Cntxfxt;hmi%tﬁﬂeb of the “nci lict workers with the peiesantey in an agricul-
tural country. Por ﬁ;rthiﬁ tims the Farty was spgreod thot tleceredael-
{ et —maretrttorr-da—Theaedrmspnt-a=groats &Eﬂ% e t
ot e el d e Foted- o I3 Pu"vivrl of : rnongot
“the advsneced capitalist states ug M imu 0E31h18, delen HKe ol of
i —Oving to Toreign intnrv® Slon o e i warff, military &
necﬁsslty comuelled the sdoution S8 ¥ar Communlsm, the act—
i usl sconcmic sycstem of which g roguisitioning of
graln from the peasssnts. At ths sams time soms of the Bolshaviks were
definitely pre=sing for the lmmadiaste s=ztablishmznt of & commnist
gociety., Trotsky snd & manber of other leaders stood for a general
conceriztion of labour sal for a rutalese war againet #dl the psas-
o ontry ﬂ?bE:t the poorest. Lenin himsslf is known not to have favour-
ed War Cowrmnism qnﬂ he tuxinly refused to justify it on grounds of
: socirlist theory. It wpplgan%'ﬂ“y to onz of his main political doct-
¢ wines, which we hsve alrendy mz2niioned, thit the ao1ling-clﬁsa myzt,
‘ in Aan sgrieultural count=y, take full account of the pessantri whom
\ they et &s regard s their allis=z In the revolution. Thissdllihnce

\
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sheuld bhe based slove £11 on the villnge poor, hut sho:ld excluds
only the =well-to-do pessanitsy wwl it should L0y to win over, or
at lesnst tno neut@nlise, ths bulk of the rems iwvler,

Tne disstrous conseguences ol interveatlons snd elvil i‘-'-.I'.i
and the com:lete collopse of Yar Ominmunism 1n the grest T mine of
1921 1=& to = ctrategie retroat known as the MAD, i.g. the return
Lo 2 Free grain merket nand the 37l of »eruls '.I..T.rl"-flifl,r- Rk e
MMMM&}M Lenin Bl oeted that =
sarticd returd to cepibaliat metheds 1n ageleculiurs would provids
the revolution with & b euthlag z;uce, ir which it eould collect
ite gtrenzth To yurocus ifs main L1 ek the prootinon of the werld
revolution. Tha L‘*ft, wiler 4v OtHK}-,-—P&H.-"*T't)"’“iP Line, but LE"liIl aa,_

o authority car-ied weight =ven with th_'—:m.f pL i FLI.«M-A_.., s ey

Ay -L.:-e*iﬁem:..l;;.,:imi_.o:-t..ﬁ enononiEs conhnssions werk offered -

s

4 "”""““ to -h’ﬁ:,!crai.=itnlir‘t§m in exohs E ef‘ﬁ ign e L % Ewp nssletancg.
{-‘_ Lenin wno pegsared to *HeVificP -é"ig 1K
R W Bovied ;a-'iﬁkﬁ,a could De L - “;i the cence of 't.."'ll'-' vmﬂld

revoluticon advs n.-sd 01 ‘];}L b ‘1'-'4]’1"5 yiew of Russina rimit-
ive econonic camditionS,o. T 4R --‘;’?1"_?.”7-[4”5- miad by Lenin ﬁ': £
gte,. forward, ]u' th ot _*fb Jﬁ'wg ol T Lig wordld revolution he
o did not think th iﬁg Zocte st TiEeine. oould houe to moine
tain itzelf, in thﬂ. fuece of ths lasvitebls conlition of eapitelist
governrante, In lheze circumstencese s countar—revolution was regard-
ed as & forsgon= conlusion, for as Lendin s=id, "ths smzll peseant .
farmer oc:ed ernpitelism Poon every ore." It was understood that
the Ia.;'; could ’br—= no "10“3 t?mr%b"ﬁﬂthing 5 CC
g V tvo abnen.t 1H alzd, tho ty lo=t 1t8 2athorit=tive lesder.
fe Etl- T e Bt s r..nuvca nstween ths 2ipght wing under Buchar—
; ln, r{yﬂov nnd Tomsky «ud the Lefi wing under EKamensy & "’innvie; 2\

£ on the one hand, nnd Mt::t,,.-;;,i' & ':rn‘humv on ths r~‘t eI, #
wnr“t-:,?("ion—

Jﬁ"’*’f ar Por sevarnl wyenrs nfter the dasth af Leanin the
,,:_,,.,._,; M;,,,_,tl]"m“u on the liIl’Bu of thn ‘IL‘:'. #ut ji:,"}.‘“‘ 1w£*'li ravolution fuiled to
materizlise: instead, there was A _gos nilisstion of capital-

T‘“""""&rt sm.?_‘t., gt benin had forsesen, ths N Lmvit.hlg teaded to in-
“"‘*“*‘ the political) influence of ths pearant prog-~istor and, as6
¥ N‘f' .,benin hed equaliy foreseen, fhé’ 2flusnce tended towsrds the rest-
oretion of capitslinm in Huss in the other hand the measures ad-
opted by the gover:m=at for the feﬂdiﬂé of the urban po.ulation and
the developmant of indlustry necessarily lsd to swritivrr—mrronses-
e continuour iatorference withy the pencants, What was
true in Wee=tern Europe roved trus also in Russi Libernl economic:
and popular guver”mc.itﬂ“ye matuully inuuml/.'atlblru,_:*“ ceizlly if the
l:"-lt—'t.t—“" was motivated by TthE Iateresl of an industrinl working elassd
- The HZF 'br:f-r-:mF RS 0”"¢Ible negauss the peasants ingrensingly resisted
governmant interferanee, nnl refused to carry o thzir farme on any
other tisn A profit besle. 4= & result thers was s pgreat decrosse
in the sgricultural raw mnterisls of industry; and, after 1958,
I*Fll,iﬂ deteriorstion of the henvy industri:l plont. ’D’“éa!’f_!_e_g:j,_ya
In thie <7IETE thHe Hight mavised s further retreat and A
more com.lete NEF. $Buchrrin told the yescante to et rich. Ther
were tendencles townrds & closer connecetlon with Western onpitalist
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L-G:'.E:'*F;._-‘r;'mf* Left sdvieed the ojponite—a eturn to tre _re-Nip T— o
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J

"-EliC}', . &5 Ea ths "'}Xixlﬂit tion of t.hrﬂ L ?.,:|r1‘ts '1‘_;:.1{-' the ull{_mr-" of y
»the towns =nd by the use of "admiaist-«tive" msthods or re uisition-
Ning. At tn- samg time the policy of wou lrJ revolation shr ::ul" be in-
jt*m ified ot r1l coutss Stolin =nd o smll grou. of tha Ceatre took
I

-

.l--'l--l..-v-""—

o

an entirely different line, &nl oae '--.-Zr.-iL:!'i till thon had heen repardaed
18 imoosaibls—the Lolicy of socinlist zoa=trvuction in Sleelis inpes
Lective of the couris of events outside, Thir 2.3 the .04.1“' of the
Five Yenr Tlans and Collectivisation, Stslin seaw that the Line of

FiL o

O tene,n Gen

Lhe Right would mesn the end of suzinlism, and the 1.pe of the Left
the ond of qussia. Tie Five Yes» Flens should solve the industrisl,
the collectivisation the yeacant ureblem. This wée g aomyleie breauk

with the tredifionsl 1ine af the nurty.
Lenln hnd Boen convineazd thet he was deiag what Merx hed
sdvised. aActunlly he was doinmg snily whet Yarx

' ’
T ek oy

‘p‘\l’%% 4{‘-{,@ » ok /,’1—! ‘.:;.q/

¥ mirht heve 2dvised
7 Y e -a LR ) ) . v g a4 { " ey e -~ - L - X "
wnder th= mltered gix u"’l-t qesn, Stalin as girlilerly convinced thst
he va8 followiay in the Toototzua of Leain. Ia fuct he was M Klng
B oaricingl u::u_rlt:-ib;‘io 1 a1 ollties., The 1das v:.f' spoinlisy in one
eount oy _-.!-::-.';t"n;. _1" 45 '-11 ;u—*l fto the nttam 1; to ke Hassis lnte an

manns, o itaga rj' %& b £0507 Giidk, J‘g,_’
ou t‘ie = PR U T hELTyELhis wa
sty men b the s ¢Juwt~1_n‘t of ;olitieal
3 j : polizy wun the peededr reveroal of
ef It 12 nnt srurprdsing that salmost "-.'..‘"‘.f:‘- wrnle of t?*:: old Party
used to fmllow thic lins, Bath .iiyht and Left went into opposit-
ion, eocnvineced th 1 the ~uin of the revolutios wee inevit ‘tle. The
Right »ing ssw i 3talin a traitor to the Raseisn f-ﬁJlfﬂjhc
Left Tir{ regarded him es a treeitor to the worli “Pvr:.lu“‘io n, a= hia“

e

g ;r...-;-r-ma:ﬁ at th v Russis would heva o -ﬁ t one -1t, «nd. ‘”‘J‘"l to slow |
. iy "-"‘T"l in ovder fto =ak :LF""F' P‘L‘l.:-:t—‘"‘"i st home. S Ay r'
Tho i _Ves 3 L .I..,.r\"}l ; "_i"]_"""'l'ilj“’ L L ' J""Pf J‘;
= r- .{.,.......‘ 7 & E.
rf I e sk - - LY "rcielgﬁw""‘ﬂl? a ool ® noT o:m. rif"r.ru,r 1longer.
e . NPy conceived by 111 AE o ’."5-1'*.'11:971:: ~ohr ert, gcoull not be turn-

ed fro1 a transitory i ‘t-::r a permasent position. Inrlu“t*jr h+d to he
. omrde olitieally independent of tne 1 8 an rltry if €2 revolutlon was

, .~to b= erfe mpninet = rerctic ry urh‘*ﬁ‘r.ul The KEF, winlch wes essent=
g ev inlly a state of suspension baotween e itsalism snd socinlism eould
LI ¥ r y T - -"
8 e 10t 11‘-1-%1‘-. “hile in several Buresecn-ceumfpdas Cantrel Huropesn Coune--
- 8L

tries » slmiler state of suspsnsion resulted ia tne return to eapit-
aliem under a fescist ﬂhmtnr hi;y In Russin nlone tiz outcom= was
the 2pt:blichmont of nseislism under the dictatorshi uf'ﬁ( orking-

claue g u!ui,,w

fe 7 3islla’e rogreemc imolied, sns we huve seen, thAat social-
ism could b= ﬂ“‘t Llth'-“tl in one country, tlmd.gn in thils case the
country wue a2 large =3 a continens, atTter wildesprend ard unavoideble

sufirering, which ceemnd for a wnile alriost to Juntify the predictions |
of “trnlin's opponsnts, the Five Yezsr Plaus wore telaapanatly suceeap-

b ———
e

- - a il
ful, jweein, which ten years ego wee of no sceount ss an industrisle f
1ot country, =anks now amongzet the very flr=t, Soacinlism hag been 7
ectablished in ons country. Ji;
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{IV)The Trisls—and ufter,

The Trisle csn only b= undarstcod in thes 1igat of the above
E=zegia knowledge. 1thout it, th=y would heve been both meaninrless
nnd incomprshensible: mesnlingless, bacause the2 <sX=cuted men had risked
thoair lives for thelr (0litical coaxiesisasi-dusemgpeehenaibie convict=-
ions, snd it was the velidity of these convietions that was tezted in
the Trinle; lagomprehensible, Decause. their mlleged confensions and
the ir actunl relf-accusstions would have baen imuossible without thase
game vonvictions., It is not ur rising thet the grect me jority of
*ecstern Burolesn observers, td wihom the backeprecuand of ths Trisls was
wiknown, bellasved thet the confessisons had been extorted mnd that the
selferccurntions were due to some(still unexplnined)devilry of the
GFJ. Tinoviev sndl Kameney ssemed to hove confessed, liphtly sad free-
lv, everything th .t had been i:id to thelr charge:; but in the subse-
suent trdAals of RadGek snd ~istsikov it boeame a puerent thit the former
secueed hsd only eonfessed whot @Az scluslly sroved - gudinst them,
while withholding sll informalion sboutl Lhese vuris of tus couspiracy
vhich were still unrevesled, PFPinslly, the trisl of Rykov, Bukharin,
Reiovexy on’l the comton erimlonl, Yagods, revesled tasxt the military
cons, lerscy of Tuknohevsky had, Ey*ﬂii—ihﬂ_hEEdﬂE&;:Eﬁ&ﬁ:#ﬂiﬂiﬂ&ﬂ=§ﬂ
the-¥esF=2s8: Ly sll the serdced in the _revious trisls, been snileld-
ed to the veryr lszot,

Thet the coafassions weve cpontsmrous and voluntary was a
Lleosnds not even Indek, who hsd, thougs too late, withdrawn from fthe
cons.iracy, I'hund it compatible with 4is honour as & revolutionary
Lo give gwuy ooy of hiz former szsocintes, The heanviour of The ne-—
cured zeemes unscoountsable only on the comul-cent asssumngtlon of the
universal vlidity of the uzharoic standsrds of publie morality
gurrent in middle ecless politics. Lerders of o pgremt revolution may
be exuected Yo pdort s AlfTerent stsandsrd.

The mesning and pu-sort of the Trisls lay slmost sxelusively
in the moral ~rd Lolitiesl fisld, Tha real irsus wao vhathsr or nod
the n.cused would publicly stand to their prolitieal line,/i.e, whether
they 7ould sasssrt that the sctusl daveloosonts hed Jucstified the meth-
ods of -Tofﬁfmmmal revolutionariss, smuloysd 'b;x-' them in tneir strug-
Fle sgainat the Soviet govermzat, or whather tnesy would parhaus con-
tend thati though they were belied by the present they =ould be vindic—
2ted by t.ue future. In effest they all confesped themselves to hive
been mistslen and refused to die ms ke meartyrs to m enwse in whiech
they no longe™ believed, Thcirngﬁrﬁtﬂ$iﬂﬂﬂpr’f?qrc ;?
wae only pertly dué to ths uasxXoected suscess o olicids which, on
their conviction, cbould have fi.ileds More often it was dus to the
belated reslirstion thnt thay had bsen blidly led oun to shoulder res-
vonsibilities, far beyond those they hed concclously accegted. In
the sseond trisl, Trot:ky's mathods were exposed: he had forced upon
# reluctrnt staff of suuordinate lenders ons Pateful step rfter sn-
other, witile the balk of ths followers did not suspsct to what their
lerders were com itting them.

ihe lesders themselves had been convincsd that they were
merely folloving in the foot=tepe of wenin, who hed not hesitsted
to make ure of the help of ¥ the German rernctionaries amminst the
‘opislist revolutinrmnvies of Lerensky's Frovieisnsl Governmant, and
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whe hnd coolly ridvoented tne rvetrent from war Jommunizm to capli-
nliet Torms in agriculturs, =hen the interests of the revolutlon
seemc@ to damead it, He did not evan shrink from offering forelgn
}11“'iftﬂ valunble eonceczsions in Soviet Russim, &ven at the
ﬁFrﬁﬂq. cf its sovereignty. In every en=e Lenin hed been Justif-
led by the event., Xvery thiﬂ& hinged an thn azepm tion that they
too «ould be similsrly Justified, ©“hould this asssum_ Tion nrove
false, moral saninilutien wae univoidsbple. They would have to
geknovlaedpe to tlismaelves tast thay weio not pevolutionaries but
ucuntﬂr—revaluilaf=ripz, anl theis scts of terrorism and =abotage
it the inaocent populstion had been not ths unnvoidsable sme-
rificas of = revolutimrﬂry struzgle, tut asincus orimes against
thelr awn most cherished idesls. Thay would then herve forfeited
their lives, not only eccuwﬂinb tn the 1swz of the Soviet siste,
but Bzfesee by the Judgmsnt of thoir own coascisnces Ar revolut-
ionsriern, Many of thﬁﬂ sould have orly one wish-—-1tte wich of the
sczeused, “hestev, who conciuded hic last ples witn the words:
"Haﬁﬁ before you, in the face of the whole working elass,
in ihe face of those opspressed by capitsali=sm in &ll coun-
tries. I Wrve to the boet of my ahility shrttered to piecss
the idecloyr shici has neld me cotive for thiriesn years.
Aol now I o have gnly ons desire; to stonnd with the zame
csimness before the firing stusd sand to wasn away with
my ovh Llood the stain of traitor to my countryv. ™

The mogral colleyse of ihe sccused wae only poseible be-
coure the Triels tihemselves revealed their uttar isolation from
the mospes., The opld Zolsheviks wheo hid refused to follow the
line of "S5peialism in 0N country", wera soetine on nm u*Plydfff
theoreticnl convicelion vwhieh inerensingly =iled to find ANy res—
yonee from the pesuisidea peo.le, Apsct from soms dissatisflied
g-oups of nidlle-class notion:lls tﬁ(m irly in the former Bukhars,
the Ukrsine, sand whit~ Ruseila)}they hed nn following in the coun
try. With no grgan of stuilants, of Xomuomols, of frnctory workers,
of znllectives(gnlcho es)or of other orgon . eation=s or strata of
the populstion 214 tne conspirstors have g connsction. They were

ctins entirely on their own, snd wore ypleaaaing a8 "uloee revol-
ution" o1 s coup de mnin, the suakbex suthorsnip of wilen they
intanded to concenl from the masses, The assac=sinstion of Stalin
snd other leuwderr of ths goverpnent wiz to heve been cubseguazatly
di=owned by ths consuirntors, who wonted si=wly %o take Lover
without any previods d=claratiios of n colitical zrogrsmme of
their owrn This feet alonz would be suffTicent to ,rove the com
vlete sbuanes of sty broking from the usoile.

80 the most sudnclious consulrney aver enginssred by m
groxp of revolutionnries, the refused to aceept tine Inevitable
coures of events nnd were presared to throw the achievements
of & gresat revelution into tie melting oty 1ia order to over—
throw 1te suupossdly trescherous leaders, fr:iled; fruiled Jjust
in time to destroy the houes of foreign encmies to achizve an
easngig;gry, with tne hel. of military treason.

Thi= is why the UsS3.5.Rs haz emerpged rom the doscow
Trinls as an even graster military nower than she waa before.
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¥ The Trirls—nand nfter.
i Thne Trisle ¢an only be understood in the light of the above
£deis kKrnowledge., VWithout it, they would have been hoth mesninglese
and incomgrehenaible: mesningless, becsuse the exscuted men had risked
their lives for their politicnl eeswdeidssnas=inesmprensenaible conviel-
~ ions, snd it was the'validity of these coavictions thet was tested in
the Trisls: incomprehensible, because their alleged confessions and
their asctunl self-accueations would have been impossible without these
eame convizstions, It is not surgrising tast the grest mejority of
western European observers, to whom the background of the Trials was
| urnknown, belisved that the confessions had been extorted and that ths
relf-nccusations were due to some{still unexplsinsd)devilry of the
GEU. 7inoviev and Kamenev ssemed fto have confessed, lightly and free-
ly, everything that hsd besen 1nid to their charge; but in ths subse-
v rouent trdals of Radek snd Pistskov it vscume opparent thut the fTormer
ﬁii:jﬂccuaeﬁ h=d only confessed what was actunlly oroved sganinst them,
¥ S~ while withholding sll informstion sbout these parts of the conespiracy
F Pehieh wers £till uareveanled, Fiaslly, the trisl of @ykov, Sukharin,
{-‘E;&M}{FI_-{DVE_-Q_-F usmil the ﬁﬂ'rrz']ﬁ)[l crimlonl, Yagods, ' that the military
R ponepirsey of Tukhchevsky had, By=gpil-the-=ccuacds=besa-shisided=%o
gﬁﬁ; toe-yeyy=taust Ly the accused in the previous trisls, besn shisld-
ad  geihes
That the conlossions were spontansous and voluntary WAs &
legend: not aven Ksdek, who had, though too late, withdrawn from ths

.o comspliragu, Tound it compntible with nis our a5 s revolutionary
S ot Eivq"ﬁﬂiﬂi et 1o Tormer ASoSCidtes¥jie bahaviour of the ac-

n‘&:%WUEEd S e A naccounteble only on the gomulacenut assumption of the
% < universal validity of the unheroic strndards of publie morality
227 (Teurrent in middle class polities. Lesders of # grest revolution may
= *'{gbe exnected to adopt s Aifferent standsrd.
3 N The mezning and purport of the Trials lay almost =xclusively
“in tae moral end political field. The real issue was Whﬂthi or not
the accused would yublicly stand to their pelitieal linﬂjf -e, whether
they would sssert that the sctual developmente had justified the meth-
ods of professlonal revolutionaries, employed by them in their strug-
¢ ple ngainet the Goviet govermient, or whether thay would perhaus con-
tend that though they were belied by the present they would be vindice
ated by L£ue futupa. In effest ; confesged themnzglves to have
’“Eﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁiéiﬂﬁgﬁﬁ'*Eéfused to die us #he martyrs to A E&ﬁ%&'in which
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they no*longer beliesved, Their Mﬁ-ﬁﬁ ﬁﬁf Co s, 2L
e WAE Je unirtly due to the unexunected sufeess o *D_l?é‘xﬁ&' ch, o
their conviction, should have f‘ailedg-}ﬂore aften it wss B '?64%&; Frad )

ﬁfp o ._r',«__‘j-"' frim _,',.___I-.I_zl;._
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pelnted renlicstion that they had been blindly led on to shouldsr res-
gonsibilities, far beyond those they had consciously accepted. In
the second trisl, Trotiky's methods were exposed: he had forced upon
a reluctant staff of subordinate leaders one fateful step after an-
other, while the bilk of the followers did not suspesct to what their
lesders were comnitting them. ;
“ma lenders themselves had besn convineed that trey were
merely following in the footsteps of Lenin, who had not hesitsted
£1  tp meake use of the help of ¥ the Berman reactionaries sganinst the
tominlist revolutionsries of Herensky's Provieional Governmant, and
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who hnd coolly advoented the retrest from War <Jommunizm to caplt-
rnlist f'orme in sgriculture, when the interests of the revolution
eegemad to demsnd it. He did oot =ven shrink from offering forsign
cepliialiste welusble coneessions in Soviet Russim, even nt the
exoense of its sovereignty. In every case Lenin hed been Justif-
led by the esvent, Everrything hinged nn the assumption that they
too would be similsrly Justified. Should this assunation nrove
Islizgse, moral snnihilation was unavoidable, They would have to
ackrnowledga to themsaslves that they were ot revoluticonaries but
cointer-revolutionsries, and thelr sacts of terrorism s=nd ssbotage
spgminet the innocent population had heen not the unavoidable ssg-
rifices of a revolutionary struggle, but hzinous crimes against
their own moet cherisghed jidesales. Thel” would then have forfeited
their lives, not only sccording to the laws of the Soviet state,
but B2fssa by the Judgment of their own consciences as revolut-
ionaries. Many of them could heve only one wish—ths wish of the
accused, Shestov, who concluded his last ples wita the words:

"Here before you, in the face of the whole working class,

in the face of tnose ospreesed by capitalism in all coun-

tries, I heve to the best of my sbility shuttered to pieces

the ideoclegy whish hae held me esptive for thirteen years.

and now I heve only one desireg to etand with the esme

celmness bef'ore the firing sguad and to wash away with

my own blood the stain of trzitor to my country,"

T The fasd—sotTnp e of the snccused was only toscible be-

&

coure the Trinls themeelves revenled thels utter isclation from
the mosees. The old Bolsheviks who had refused to follow the
line of "Socialism in oae country™, were acting on a purelgéff7
theoretical conviction which iacreasingly failed tg fiad any res-
ponge from the gopuisddon people, Apsart from some dissatisfisd
gooups of middle-class natlon:liste{mainly in the former Bukhara,
the Ukrzine, sni %hite Russia)they hedl no f 1;aﬁing in the coun-
try. %With no group of etudents, of Homsomolgg of Tfasctory workers,
of collectivesfaefahosag) or of other orgsn.dations or strata of
the population did the conspirators have s conusction. They were
scting entirely on their own, snd were plaqaaing 8 "pulsce revol-
ution" or a coup de wmiin, the sukses suthorshipy of which they
intended to conceal from tne masses. The assassination of Stulin
snd other leaders of the povermment wes to huve been subseguently
dizowned by the conepirators, who vanted simuly to take powsr
without any previous deelarntion of a pnlitiesl programms ef
their own, Thisz faet slone would be sufrficent to srove the com
plete cshsence of any bucking from the npeonle,

B0 the most =udncicus conspirncy ever angineered by s
group of revolutionaries, wns refused to accept the inavitable

~eourse of evants and were prapared to throw the schievamente

of a grest revolution into the melting pot, in order to ovar-
throw its eupposedly trescherous leadesrs, falled; fsiled just
in time to destroy the hopes of foreign eqaszmies to achieve an
aasy vietory, with the help of military tressc

Thi=s i= why the U,S5.8.R. has smsrgesd om the ioscow
Trizls ag an even grester military power than rhe wee before.
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'Such wes thne backpround of thetrials, Withoul =8 - they would nave besn
both nuzeningless and

mer1 had ridked. their lives ro:,jclz Licel gonvictions Iluﬂmjldifr“lb
g L;ul- ﬂwiﬂ qum Lt & 'Li-'\l-c it&-i- HM _‘ﬂj’
Tar their allesed confessions =nd TRCiT eothal el f-pccusntiénz  weuld
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hove Teen L&mPﬂa;ible witheut them. ¥o wonder thpt the great najority
d Eﬁnui Th - BiRropenn Uiﬁﬁ??ﬁ?ﬁ; to wuom  this sackzround wasunkergdn , bslie
gd the gonftessions to have hecn extorted and the sclf-acccudations
ta have been due to Some s1il] unex;f?%ed AerilyYy of Lhe Grﬂ. Zinovjev
& Karenkvy sSeered te have oonnfeussd o lightly - and ireely, everyikping
that had been laid tc their eharge. Zovevwer, in  thesubseguent trials of
atakow it  Tbecazre apparent that Zinovjev and Kaxenev Lac

Redeka nd 25

anly confessed what wso actually proved sgninst taem , while witnhold-
ing =all iznfrometion skout the still undisclosad pwris of tne couspirae,
lastly 5 the trial of Rykov, FRukharin, ilakoveky and the common crimina

eds , Tevlead lhat lhe nilitery couspirecy of Tukachevsky nadbeen sh

W e
-
&ll tiie
shielded to the varylaci mpmomte by fine scocused $f-4hsorevious trizls
+ iy : & : L = ] :
The sponanecus andvolutnaTy econiessions were & legend - noteveniadek whe
had withdrswn from the congpirzcy » thaugh tocn Jabe, found it.eempalible

with his h onour of a revolutienary to give away any of hislormer com-
complacent
rades, Il is only on the/essumtion of the uriversal volidity of the

. heroie current in
non  too Exel standards cfpubbie mﬂrilltjﬁf ziddle class politiecs

that the ©behaviour of the accuscd ecannot be accows e for.THg/ parEl

S FHPRAFIF  BE X RV ONR AR EF VY /AT /AYFIF ¥R  Leaders of a greav revolutic
teehiznent (etandardyy of mord i T

naturally tend to confrom to EtmhmmeepisASEERRRe

o Afecd _ hedt 'Eii“*'i‘}—'

The meaning andpurport of the triale lay.ih the moral aﬂdpollt.cal

p oo =
apEereyp Ticld, The J@uﬂﬁzigLfﬂf'iEEuE was whether the accused would
pablicly el : :
yﬂtaﬂﬁ*ﬁﬁﬁtheir politieal lire ~i.e, whether they would assert that.
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rethods of prules ad revolution.ries il‘:' :

sctual developrents had jusiif Ld“ﬂimw erp 53' %‘

(ir their sirwsle asaingt gPerhape) Soviet governrEenl, b
Df’}. AR 1 Emey vwineticr % theF wouldyeonftend that / Lhe future wo uld —
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ﬂmrﬂi-wmhmmmhﬂ:mnﬂrﬁhmmb =’ Mef' all asﬁl:ﬂﬂ:ﬁﬂ thiemgelves to

hove been mistaxen and refused Lo 4ie as tqa T"l‘?I"t re of agdige they

3 onnd | G{E' el j Hafee

no  longer believsd ih, TheW bReask-dotwmman only pertly due to the

unexpected Buccess oi policies which inr their ondviction shonrld nave

failed, More often it was ‘-I-E".l':'}_"!fELl].'L of the velated realisation of
: which wenv
their =asving been olindly led on o shoulder reszsopipilities R
far beyoni those They had conceiously accpeted. ﬁ.T.TD tekyts methods were
: 2 X : v _ e B
expoged by which he mowaihr iorcedid relugtant staflf of subaliex

lenfers seswewetone ialeful .lep afs.or anothisr “!-*11,1.*“ t"-t—‘ff bulk of
fadntly —euidee dics.
the ooapimotoresn following did not r-rr-rrfmmfr:.i_z,t their lead LTS

ks

weTe enpmphmgohnEnrbmg cormiliing them to. Theﬂ_lea%i Were con
e S frotileg 3

vinged that they were merely 11'"11|r1'l_-i"'" Lenm wno had not hesitated to

“o make use of ikchelp of &“1"'171 mﬂf— axainst the pmandorn

sociplisgt roiutionurieg “mmdr of the :
marnin 'm:l.nnmm“ Frovisior =1 aavernmont of Ferenski and wno had  coo oLly

sivocsied the retrest frosmver Comrmr:sm to canpitalist {;Dlld my in
agricutiure ,,wnen the interests of :‘:‘.f:lr-s "-_rolvur.iur: TR T e e
anpesred to dermand gReRsSsiAERmTENTEIM el g S Rladee , — TRy H;e

wenh 2id not shrirk from offerin; foriesn capitelists valuacle

conceszioms  in Soviet fuscis, even nt Loe  eRpeENDEe of the Bar eriesngly
of e Goviet state. Tenin had been justified by events, Everything
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< FHE—SIGHIRICANGE OF RUSSIA ,,/e:,xﬂ‘a.._ ¥ /‘f’/"* S
The significence of Hussia iz the same "‘guestilon as the significance
of sociglism, If we spprosch the problem from this point of view, it
can ensily be shown that socecisllsm, more thsn ever, offers the one
path to lesd us out of the present lsbyrinth. L
The sctusl forms of the muterisal existence of man are those of
world-wide interdependence, But for this fsct thes nations of the world/
could decide tomerrow that they would henceforth live psacefully in
economic self-sufficency ss indegendent soverfehn stutes, Puselon and
prejudice might prevent them from following this course, but, were 1t
not ¥ » ithe economic fuctor, politieslly and morally it would be Juite
if'isble. The truth is, however, that the estsblishment of the self-suff-
lceney of zl1l] countries would inevitsbly csuse such 5 sudden end disss-
trous fell in the m:terial resources of mankiang msnkind that the popul=-
ation of the world would be greatly reduced: fokr the enforeced return
te primitive conditions of production would inveolve the slarvation and
desnth of veat mseses of human beings. or this one fundsmental rescon
the zolution of the problem of war by atemuting to achieve the =zelf-
sufficency of all countries is morglly inAcceptsble and politically im—
poseible,
This is the answer to the position to whl¢h pacifists are logically
driven., Dirtless farming m=y be a scientific pdgaibllity, but its in-
troduction would involve such disloesfion ths t hixgenity would be faced
with immessursble suffering for at lesst a gener=t
It 1s, of courss, true that if the world could bE divided among
several large emuires, there need inm the long ran be no f=11 from the
present standsrd of living; bvut a2 internztional economic co-opermntion
would actuslly incresse wenlth, sny other sclution stonds condemnsd,
apart from the exploitation and war which are insepsrable from rival
empiree,

If, as we heve shown, B self-sufficency offers no resl solution,
we mist attempt to secure =t lesst that measure of internstional econ—
oriic co-operation which existed until 1214, Now this cznnot be done
in the traditionsl forms of econemic co-opersiion, which have broken
down and csnnot be restored, New forms of economic co-oueration will
have to be created, snd it is thie neceselty which comucle us to es-
tablish new forms of pelitical orgonisation on an internstional scsle.
Meds freciesely in the lmpsrative need for new forms of internctionsl
1ifa‘lias the ultim:te esuse of 511 the etrain, stress, snd suffering
that mankind is né% undergoing, &nd m:y yet have to underge in the
future,

It ghould not be nec¢essary to anAwar the criticlism thst the trad-
itional Torme of internntionsl economic co-operation might be restored.
The internstional gold standsrd, the internstionsl ecapitsl and unrest-
ricted eommodlity markets, heve passed away, The system hinged on the
gold etandard, the true significsnce of' which was not sufficently
realised st the time. It has now become sprurent that the closer the
1nterdependence of the nstions the greater are the sacrifices needed
to keep the sycstem working; for the working of the gold standard im-
pliee the adjusting of nationml to world pi::lce-lé€vels. In the past,
governmenis could and would do so. MNow they sre neither willing nor

#ble, AS long as ihe price-level was risimg, govermments might ngree;
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but, under the capitulist system, s permanent 211 in the price-level
means 8 slowing down of production =nd s drop in the consumere' weslth
produced; it means meas unemployment, a Talling off of production,
and the concecuent threst to the whole soeisl structure. No govern-
ment e=sn deliberately Bring sbout such 5 eondition of affairs, for
no esnciety could maintsin jtself under such conditions., It is there=-
Tore impossible to restore the pold strndasped s50d the system of which
it was tie kKeystone, Bt Fesr—ie 4t ——esebihie o raforn—ta—lolases—
o doe., i
The only slternntive 1s the setiing up of new forms of &nmer integ;
nationsl economle co—-ocperation, but during the period of transition :
huge econoule sumcrifices would hovs to be macde by 211 the countries
concerned. The process of sdjusiment would ec-use dislocatlonsefths
eke—sy¥eter, with sh 3hmede= toll in human sufffering. Under our da=
anedbrist—aystem Lresent economic system no country will voluntariliy
embzrk ugon the sseritrices which would be involved. The resson is oo
“wiocus. A genuine comminlty mignt well recolve to make messs encrifices
for the sske of a grest purpose asnd perssvere 1o 1te endesvour until
ite purpose was nchieved; pui under our indusirisl syetem society is
net euch a commanity, The praperty system divides esociety into two—
those wno are responsible for the actusl ecarrying on of industrial
production, snd those wiho hesve no such responsibilty. The workers
cantot ressonnbly be sxpected to shoulder the purden of wage-cuts snd
unemployment, under a system in which they hsave no say sbout the ced=
rying on of industrfal production, snd in which the sacrifices invole
ved would certainly fali unegqually., For this simple resscn it is im-
possibie under our present system to mske toe whole of the populstion
act m& & single unit wheie econcmic guestions are concernsd; and tnis
is the ultimale resson whny our~ states, as st present constituted, are
unequel to the lask of setiing up s new gyestenm of EﬂcnnﬂiGJﬂG—GPEPat—
ion. T, e iy T, TR N L
E Now sinees only true cnqmunitiea—-cnmmunities in dead asg meii 15
53 in wWord—can genergte t9§2horal forecez necessary to achieve g new
,fhystem of inkernstionrl co-operation, it follows that in the nationsl
sphere too our present economic eystem will heve to be replaced by =&
'raai economic comnonwes [th—-in other words, by socialism.

In the period lying before us foreign atfairs «will continue to
dominste over tome alfelrs., The porers whno are ageinst international
co—poperation will forece tneir imperislicst warse on oihsr countries;
and they will be opposed by those powers, who, for whstever ressons,
fevour ¢o-gperstion, But mo memsure of humin suftering will bring us
any nesrer Lo the desired iistermstionsl politiesl order except in so
tsr st tne nstions tnsmselves are transformed curing the coursea of
the wars—ware in whiech victeries will be as costly as detests— into
socialist commonwenlths. <

This socialism which is the one solution of the internaticonal
probtem 1ms not & peculirr Eind: 1t is precisely the ssme as that soc-
i=lism which coneists of the communzl ownership of the means of prod-
uction, thst sccislism which alons cesn solve the problems of social
Justice and of poverty, which alone can emancipate the working=class,
Of this socilalism Russisa is the embodiment; and it is because of this
fset that she is, mre ve have shown in anothar srticle, the centre

ot the erieis of our time. The gosiq)14ist working-clase movement must
sieer ite course by RuselA.
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