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TIE LAW OF FREEDDON
BY
Gerravd Sinstenley.

Gerrard Winstraley waa bowma in 1609, =t Wigsa. He wis éngoged in come
brana't of the cleoth industry, 2nd besars bankropt os s resalt of the aivil
#wars. He merried Sussea Fiag in 1640. Hie first pampilets, publiehed in
1648, ars sonoayned with bis oun religleus convereion.  Soon,homsver, he
tecame eonvingnd thet muverncture] reiipion mse the opiuw of the pacols, ond
that it uas necessary to inetitute 2 commuonist society. In Janaary 1649 %e
reoorde that he reseived ia o tranes the command to "work topothori eat bread
topothers®  and in April of the aamo yerr, at OJobham in Jurroy, ke, with
Malfa-domon companions, bepnn to dig the somvea-lani, with the intuntios of
founding o commanint ssbblewand.

The Zigeore mwsre norsacuted by leoeal landoweers mnd attasitad hy 42
military: et bkoy graw in nunbora, sod were not fianlly disperacd until
AP

Toz Lav ol Tresdmp, the leagest ond wost impordant of Winatonlay's

namerous parntlets, mas addressed e Uromwall, in the hapo that he mould “pund
the eemeanizt soclety of whioh tha Tiggers hod dreamsd.  The poculisr intorost
af’ the camoblat liss in Yivetscley's concopticn of relision. Tt voe o notural
tevelopoert from the convietion expresacd in hia ocarly theological oawphletis:
o by the dime of the Digzier sxporiment, he hod complately rejucted dualism
and suscroaluralisn. Mo had some to welieve thet the "divining spiritusl
Jactrire" was = ehest, designed to blind men's eyes 1o the injustica of the
secasmis systom.  He thought that the function o truc religion wos the
ceintensuze snd cxbension of commaniiy; and he would hava agrasd with dcemurray
thst the fallurs o reocpnios that the real world and the supamatural srs
the gnwe iz ths main Palsifigaiion of re igian. ¥instanicy did weot eonsa to
be n Ohrletian wher ho bocomo a zowsmnist . To hle communise wos merely tho
~epiieatlon of Christinnity in tho actunl worid of political and coonemic ree
‘atisnshinpa.
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T HAGTFIRACY RESTORED

To dig Exesllene;, Oliver Crammell...
Bir,

dor Math honourcd veu with the highect Honour of any uan sinee iloses!

timé, to b the mead of g Puople, W Ywye cast out an opereseing Pharach...

That which is wet wanbing =a your part to ho dons is thie, Te sag the Orores-

gar'a porer to ho cesl out with hi= neracn; sind te s=e thait the Treos posdess-

ian af tho Lend uand Libertica Le put inde the hende of the oppraamced Common-

cre ool Drglead. for the Sruun of Jdonour cawnoel he youra, neither can thooe

Vo oatapios R eal.ed Vietorics om vour pait, till the Land and Froedome won

be poAnzagad by Gaoew wac adveniured person and purcc for them.

Mog you kaow i, that the Kiagly Conguoror was noet bosten by you
only as you aru & ainglo nan, nor by Ghs DffMicors af thoe Aray jelned te youj
but by the tand oend szgsietancs cof tho Jommenara, wharesf soms cano in person,
ond sdvamtnred their liwss eith vou; athurs stayed et home, and planfed the
Tarth, and peid Toxes snd Foeusuerber Lo melintactn yon that went ta war. 8¢
that whatancre: 18 rezovarcd frem Lhs Coneusror, e racovarad SHyea jclot
Consent ol the Ootmorerd: shared

4
“org 17 is all Eauisy, Thas sll twne Oommoners
whe gzsidted you ool be gen Toca [Tom Lho Qonguerer's vower with you: bs
Povid®s Teu mag, Tne g+oil shall be divided beimeen ther who wont bo war,
ard them uha steyod at hoena.

snd man yod nave ke Power of tho Lend in your hand, you wuah do one
af tnane Len taiagz: Firat, eibther set the Lend free wo the oporesced Common-
ers, vaa agsiched you, snd peid the srmye thelr magen: ard when you @il ful-
M1 4az Seriatarad and veor oun Eagapemonte, snd o heka podasasion of your
dasarved donmie. Or socendly, you mash enly rewmove tho Oonquerer'sa Poscr
cub af e ¥irp'n nnnd jnte other cer's, maintaining the cid Laws =till: dnd
trer yone wisdam wed Honsur is blastod Jor sver; and you will eithar lose
yaue eelT, or lay ths Foundation of groater Slavery to postority than you
HUGP LA .

The 3piri® aof tao whsle Croation{sho ia God)is sbout the Reformatlon
of tho forid, and fe wili #o forward in hig work: For 1F Yo would nat apara
Yinge, vho haws pat p3 Long ab his right hand, gaverning the World, ncithor
#i1l ke rogerd yo:, unl zng your says be fownd wara rightecus than the Kings'.
You Fava tas wweo oF k2 Paosla all the Land sver, nay I think T may say
211 neighbourice Nationa svsr, walting Lo gve what you will do: And tho
pipes. of yaa¥ BudToocuy Triends, Uao lie ot undor Kinzly paner, are waiting
to fswe the pzasennion pison Thom 57 Ghat Frecdom in tho Lund, which wmg
nros- nod by youz, L7 in casc you provailsd. Logo not your Crown; tako 1t
vp, and wmeay it. Bat razwn, that it iz no Srown of Foaour, t1ll Promises and
Engaguoents mode oy yoi he porformcd bs oyour frisnds. Hz thot continacs to
the end, ahail fecsivs the Orova. How you do not guun tho snd of your wark,
unleas the Fioely Las and Pover he removaed as wcll zs his parscn. {w)
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dir, T zray benr with woj; wy spirit is vper such 3 lock tvat I sk
epealt wlain o you, Teeh il tell me avether day, If thou hmdab avoko olsin,
thinzs might “ave boen amended...Ih mey be vou will say tn me, "Meet shell I
de?" T anzswer, You sre in place sbd power to see 211 Burthens teten of ™ lrem
yeuar 'riends, the Comeorers of Enzlaad. Yea =i%? may, "What are those Barshonaf!
I will fnstenes iv some, totk vhigh I kaow in Wyt e exnariedcs, and whish T
acar Lhe paoolo dally complaiaiap of, and gresnioe uader, looking apon yau and

oy Deliveranmaz.

#ailing

Maet peoplz ory, Wo havs peid Taxsa, ziwvan frsequartor, waztad our Estaetes,
and loab our ¥ricpda in the fers, and he Taskmaatars maluinly over ua mars than
Poroeriy. I nave szked divers this questior, ¥ay do yeu qay ac? Grne have an—
gwored e, That Fromipee, OQulha, and Ergagemerts have bsen made ae o Kative
w0 craw ua te zeaizht in the Wars; That privilepges of Zarlianent snd Liberuias
af Suhjsetr sheuld Lo prasorved, srd thet =11 Pozery, ani Ipiscrpocy and Tyr-
srny should ve rewbed cut: and thess pramises ars not perforwed: Yow Thers
12 an epmeriuniiy o partara tham. .

: i'lj"l)
For tirat, say thoy, The surren® of succooding Parliomonts o ntcrood,
#nleh wa one ol the preatast Triv!leges{sad propic's Libertice)for Salety and
Peasas and 11 that corblrue howped, we ohell %o more offendod 2y an keredite
ary Parliawswnt, theEp we were ouprezacs by sn mercdltsry King. dnd feor the
Cormenars, who wors called Butjsota, vhile the Kingly Gerqueror wue in FOWAT,
Pave noh sg yel thedr Iibertliass grantod them; I will instsvee thon in arder,
Booording A8 the commag whisporivpe are smeng the peeples lor zay thay, The
mriane ot the Clergy remedin 53311 upon us, iz & throe-Tols raturs, Firgh, If
By wan daclire hia Tudgment I the thiage 27 %0c, contrary to “he Glergy's
rezort, eor the wivd of sowe Wiph Officers, they ave casiered, luprisoned,
cruchac, ard urdene, ard wads civeors for a cord, as tkocy mers iw the Prre's
sid Fishops' daye...Zgoondly, In many Pariebss tlore =re old formel ignerant
fpiscopal Frissto ssiablighad; ssd aome Ministsra, whc are bitter Eremies tc
Demomnnsalthla Preedem, and Fricads to worarchy, are eztablished Proachers,
ard are coniinuelly tizziae their suitle prineiples inte the wleda of the pao—
Flo, to underwi-z tha Pocco of cur Soclarad Cowmerrnzalth, eagsing a disaffsction
o apirit awengy neighbsurs, whe ebtharwise would live in peagcs Thirdly, Tha
burdon of Tithes remnice still upen our Batalss, whick wics fckon Trowm us by Tha
Firge, wnd given to thu Clergy, %o wainteir them by our labeurs: zo that though
thedr vreschirg £il1 the minds 2 sy with aatnesy, contenticn, and unsetisfied
seubting, bacause their imaginary ani uagreunded Joskrines carbot be andsratocd
oy them, yob wo wmast o pay then largs Tithes Tor ao deiog; this.is Dppreaslaon.
(wii)

» fnd indoad the wsin Work of Reformetien lios ic thia, te refarm the Clargy,
Lawyare, sai Law; for all Lhe Somplainga of the lard ars wmrappad up #itkin thex
thrse, w0t in the person al = Kinge..I mavc asgksd divsrs Scldiers woet tagy
Pouzat Zarp they ensversd, ey counld ret tells erd it im very true, they can—
roh boll indeod, 19 the Yensrehical Sawm be ratabli s

ked without Ref'srwntion.
Jati o mail Ge ozee ahal wlll be done; and T doust nas by o sae our Common—
=aalth'a Cpvsrnmant to be hailt uken Rle ovr fourdeSion. '
A LER
Hewn sailh the rwhisperings of the rvaopls, “he inferior Tenants ard Lah-
curers bear all the wwurdena, ‘n lebourivg the Farth, in paying Toxss snd Trae-
quarter heyond tholr stroasth, and ir Murnishing the hrwiee with Soldiers, whe
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bear the greatest burden in the War; snd yet ths Gentry, who oppress them,
and bhed live idle upon their labours, earry svay sl the somfartahle liven
Zihood of the Harth. For is not this a comman oposch among ths peaple, Wa
fave parted with our Zetates, ve have loot ocur Friende in the Hare, vhich
wo willingly gave up, bosaues Fresdom was prominsd us: aad nam in the end
nw have nod Tapzaaatere, and sur old turdena incr2ased: and thsugh all sorte
of' pspole have talkon an Engagement to sast osut Kingly Pover, yeb Hingly
Mamer remains in povgr otill ir the hands of those who have no mere right
o Ghe Barth then ourselves. Tor, say the naenle, IfF the Lorde of Laneors
and our Tszk-mestera hele Title to the Earth ovor us f'rom she pld Kingly
somer, beohold thab power i3 beatan end east out. el
£

ind ie not this a siavery, eay the People, That though thsre be Land
encizh in England, ¢ osintain ton tiuose as many people me aro in it, yet
fone mist bsg ol thedr Lretvren, or work in hurd drudgery for day THEES
for thew, or starwve, or stes®, and so ho hanped out of' the way, as men not
Ti% to live in the earth, bheforo they mist he suffersd to wlant the waste
-and Ier thelr “ivelihsod, unlese thay =11l pay Rent to their brethren fer
it? Weil, this ia 2 turthen the Creation groans under: and the subjeactn
fen culladlhuve nat thatr Birfh-right Ireedoms granted thom {rom thoir
brothren, who =old i% Irom them by elub lew, tut not by rightecuencss.
£l who wow gust wa he aubieet to, aseing the Conquerer is goae? ] ecrnpwgr,
wa wunh eiiher hs suhjzed to & Lew, or 4o men's wills. If 44 & Law, then
£ll mev 1n Zrglend ere supjocis, or sught to bhe, thereunto: hut what Law
thet is 43 shien Bvery crd ought to be eubieet 1z spt yet eatablished ir
wracLiion. I onr ssy t%s ald Kirg's Lawe ore the Fule, thern it moy be
anzvered, That thase Taop are a2 full of conuglon, thai few lmeow whon they
obey ard vker ncd, lLocavae thay were tha Laws of a Qongusror te Told ths
Fipla in enbjoetion to the will o the Oonsuercr: therefore that cannot
ba the ruls “or evary one...fnd agein if we tuet be subject to men, then
ThAL mer puab we e subjset to, sseing one mon heth as much right to the
carth an encther, for no man now otands a= @ Conqueror over his Brethren
Y She Daw ol rightecusness? You will say, We mist ba gabjsot to the Ruler;
it 1s true, but not to suffer the Ruleore to eall Lhe Tarth thoirg and nct
Surd, for by oo doing they betray their trush, and run into the lino of
Tyramnz, anod we lgse our freaedom, snd Sfrom thence Tenity and Ware aoriso.

4 Rulzr ie northy of davhie honour when he rules wall, that iz when he
1tmagld is subjeet to the Law, and requires all others o he auzrject there-
utthos..3ut you will say, Is wab the Land your Srother's? and rou coannob
taks awey another mun'm Ripht hy claiming a share therein with him. T ana-
mer, It ia his either %y creation right, op by right of Conquee®: Xf by
Orostion right he esall the earth hie and not wine; then it ie rine as well
a8 his, Tor Lhe Spirit of 2ha vhols Creation, who mede ua both, is no res-
paeler o paresove. Lnd 1F by Conguest he call the carth his and not wina, it
miat ve sither hy ths Jonquest of the Kings over the Gemmzasra, or by the
Denguert of the Qannoncre avsr the Xirge., If he cloim the sarth to be hie
Cren ths Finpe' Conqueai, the ¥ings ave beaten ant cast cut and thet title
ie undons. If he elaim 4%c Title to fhe certh %o bo hie from the Conguest
of the CGemmonsra ovsr the Kinae, then I have right to the Land ag woll as wy
brather, 76T my arathey without me, vor I witheut my brother, did not cast
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out he Mnge, Twi both togethor accisting with perscn and turse, we pre-
vailed, 8o That I keve by thie Victery ss ecual a chare in the earth which
is ney redeened ea py brother, by the Low ef rightacusneso...

And nov, say the veople, is wot thie a grisvoun thing thet our hrethren
that will Tw Lendlorda ripht or wrong, will make Lewa, and call for o Lew
to bo mods fo fmprison, erugh, noy put to death, any that deniea God, Christ,
end Seriptursa; nad yet they will vot practise that golden Rule, Do to another
ng thou wouldat Rave another do to thea, which God, Christ, and deriptures
hath Enaeted tor & Lew? are not thess mon puilty of death by thelr gmn Laow,
which ia tho ~orde of their cwm mouth? io 1t nob o fl=t denlal of God and
Scriptura? 0 ths corfusion =ad thick darinecs that hath overspraad sur
Brethren is very graat, T have no powar to romove it; tut lament it in the
recrats of oy heart: when I sse Praysro, darmons, Fasts, Thankspiving, dir-
eotad to tais God in words and shews, and when I coms to look for actions
0l obedlencs to the Righteous Lau, mitable to sud g prafession, I find
then min of arnther Naiion, seylng, ond not dolng...T ¢ill goy no more, ut
gronn and wois for o restorstion.

Thire Zir, T hove rveckonad ur coms of thoss burdens uhilch the people groan
nadar. And I being ceneible hereod was moved in myaolf, to present this
Platioru of Domiomiezlth's Bovernment uate you, wherein I have deelarad a
full Commensealthls Fraedon, aseording to the Rule ol Righteousnssa, which
i:fod'e Word. It wae intended fop your wview sbove tvo yeors apd, Mt the
divorder of the Timoa cuaad mo to ley it mside, with o thought nover to
tring 1t to light...Bu? this vord —as like firs ig my bones ever and  (xi)
emon, Thou ehalt not bury thy tolent in the earth, therafore I uee stivrved
il 0 pive 11 n resurroetion, snd to pick tagether e meny of my seattered
Pazera sz ¥ could 1wd, and to eompile them into this method, which I do
hera preasnt te you, aod da cuict my ouwn epirit. 4nd mow 1 heve sot the SEF—
dle at your deor, for Fou have powcr in your hnnd, in thio othep pdded oppor-
tunlty, te Aet far Common Froedem ie you will; T have no powor. Tt ray be
hers are aome things inscrted vhish vou may not like, yet other thinga you .
iy e, thernfore I prov you rosd if, and be as tha induetriocus Bee, muck
Cui the hohey and esmet away the weoda. Though this Platform be liko a plees
of FTimber rough howd, yet the dinswast rardman may take ik, and frams s hand—
ot bullding out aff 4.

{ xil)
Iz net haying and sclling a rightuoue Luw? Mo, It je “ho Law of the Con-
qEror, Wt not the rightaous Law of Oreation: how ean thet be rightaous
vhich ig a ohas%? %or ia set this » sommon procliee, rhen he heth a bad Worass
or Dow, or #ry bed commodity, hs will sond 1% to the merkat, to chont some
samn’ e pla‘a-henrted mag or other, and when Mo cones hows, will laugh at hia
nelghhour's Wart.. . When Nanledind hegan fo buy and sell, then did he fall from
hio Innosenay! for thes thay bogan 10 oppross mnd cozen one another of their
Oreation Birth-right...Thereforc this buying =nd selling 4id hring in, and
Bt11l doth brivg in, discontonts and vars, which hath plepguecd Markind muffic-
serily for to doirg. /ad the Notions of the worla will never learr to beat
teir swords dnte ploushehoros, nad Shoir gpeare into pruning-hocka, ond leove
of f warring, until thie chocating devico of tuying and selling ko gant out
among the rubkish of Hinplvy powsr.
==




But oheli not onc man b richcr than nnothor? Thero 1o no necd of that;
Lor Rishos malks men vain-ploricus, oroud, and to oppross thsir Brothren; and
~re the asenclan of waro. ¥o msn sma be rich, bat he mapt bo rich, cither by
hia own laboura, or by the labours of sthor men holping him: IFf a wen hove
1o help from Wio roighhbour, ha chall navar gathor an Estate of hundrsde and
thoucands n yoar: If othar men “clp lm to worle) thon are thoss Riches hia
Hizighhour'o aa woll oo Wisi for they bz the frait of othor won's lobours ns
wzil a8 his own. But all rich mom livo st essg, lecding and olothing them-
nalvaea by tho labours of ethor men, not by thoir ocuny which is their shemc,
and not thelr ebility; for it iz o wore bleseod thing to give thon to ro-
colve:r dut rioh ven reocsive all they have from tha labourar's hand, and what
thwey zive, thoy pivo amoy othoer men's lobours, nou their ownji Tharsfere thay
mre aot riesktoonn detorc in tle Eerth.

: : {xiis)
Tat v=all not one men hove more Titlen of Honour than cnothert Yos: 45

a wen gocd bthrouph Offices, he rises to Titler of Honour, till he comos to
the hiphast Nobility, to e & foithinl Commonvcalth's wear in a3 Parliament
Touoa, Likeviac heowho finde out smy secxet in Woture, chall have & Title
of Howour ziven "im, “tYeouph ha e & yvoung men. DBub ne nan eghsll heava any
Titla of Honour till %c win it by industry, or come to it by ago, ar Officu-
bearing. ..

“hall e have ne Leswyers? Thore is oo nood o Shem, Por thcre 18 to be
no tuying and eclling; neither any nsad to oxpound Laws: for the baro Icttor
of the Law chell he both Judge and Lawyor, trying avery mon's netione: And
sucing ws o1l hevo succeselve Parlisments evory year, there wlll bs Rules
urde for every nctibn & wen ¢on 2o. Dut there je to be Dfficers chosen yeurly
in svery parigh, to see the lLous executed oceording to the letter of the Luows:
g that there will ba no long work in trying of Offences, as it is under
Kingly Cevernmsnt, to get the Lawyers womey, and to enulsve the Commonsera
o the Conqueror's provogative Law, or #ill...

IZ any ooy, This will bring voverty; surely they mistake: for there will
be plenty of £11 Earthly Oommcdities, with less lshour ond trouble ther now
it 1o under Henerchy. Thare w11l he no want, for every msn may keep as plen~
viful & hovee oo he will, and never run into debb, for common stock POyS
for all.

{xiv)

If you say, Some will live idle; I ancwer, No: It will meke idle parsone
to bocome vorkers, ams l: declered ie Lhe Plotform: There shall be neither
pegger ner idle perscn. I you eay, Thies will make men gquarrsl and fight:

1 anower, ¥e: It will turn swerds into ploughcharea, and settle mich a penecs
in tha Harth, as Hotione shall learn ¥ar wo wore. Indeed thHe Government of
Kings is a btreeder ol Wars, hecsuse men being put into the atraite of poverty,
arg moved to fight for Liberty, nnd to teks ouc another's Estetes from them,
anz o oktzin Kegtery. Look into all Swies, snd sse what they do mars, but
maks eome poor, mome rich; pul oome into Fresdom, and others into hondsge :

and is not thio & olapue among Mankind?
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Te the Tricadly end Unbisogad Honder.

Randor,

I4 wza tho Loeatlc'a edviese formarly, ta try all things, and Lo
held fosd thot 7hic™ 1z bast. Thio Flatform of Govarnment which I offer,
ia the Griginal Rightoousnese ond Pweoce in the Eorth, thouph he hath been
turisd undor the slods of Hingly Covstouoneco, Pride and Ooeroosion & long
imd. ..

Yo prevent thy hesty rooknens, I howe pivon thes a sghort Compendium of
the wholes FPirst, Thou imowscs shet she Zarth Zn all Hatioms is governsd
Ty baying ang gcliiap, for all the Laws o Kinga hath reletion therounto.
Hou thino Fletform following daclarens to thee the Governoent of the Zarth
rithou? buying and seliing, and the Lawe are the Lawe ol o fres ond pesces
nhle Qomonwmsalth, whieh cocots cut sverything thet offenda: for therc is
no pricking Brisr in ail thia holy Hountain of the rightoous Law, or posce-
able Ruler...The Tarth akell be planted, and L%e fruitoc rcepod, and ecarrisd
inta 2tere~houscs by comwnen assistance of gvory Family: Thore shell be no
idle porseon acy Bopegar in tho Land.

dnd boeausa offences mey sries from the spiril of unrenponcble ighorenca,
theraZore wne the Law zdéded. Far 1f eny men ohuge hiz neiphbour, by provok-
inp wards, by strilking his persen, by olioring cflence to wiz foighbour's
wifie or ehildren, or to his houwo or Suraitura tharuir,. cor to live idio
upea other wen's Jabours, “here are Lows to punicsh tkem charwly, atd Cffio-
6rg tc wos thowso Laws executed, accerding to the right Crder of Conmon-
weelth'es Sovernment, for tks pooco of evory family dn the Lond.

fxvwi)

Therefore Rogder bere iz 2 trisl for thy eirgeritiv: Thou eqeit have no
vart of faod, ralment, or “recdow amenp Brethros ls Laig way praopourndad:
Sce rem if thou cenet ke content, as the Scripturcs Bsi, Howving facd end
reimont, therewidk te eontoni, end grudge not to lot thy brother have the
oopra with thea.

Dost thou prey end feat for Freedem, mnd give God themke agein for it?
Mhy wmom thaet 3od is not partiai; for i thou pray, it mued he for Freedom
for all; and il Lhou give thanke, it mist he hecruse Treedon covers oll
people, for this will prove = lacting Peoce.

Every one in resdy o eny, They Fight. for their Jountry, and what they
do, thay do 1t for the pood of their Countey. Well, lst it zppear now that
thou hast feueht and actel Tor thy Cosatry's Mreedom. Epbt 10 phen thon hass
porer %o seltle Freedewm in thy Combry, Sheu tolzost ke nassaralan of thae
furth into thy own partlealnr wandas, an? razesd Ly brother work for theas,
28 the Kinge Iid, thou hast fought and actsd for tay aelf, not for thy
Oountry; and ere thy inside weoerigy ia diacoverad. But hera take notice,
That sommon Freedom, siwich is tha rulae I would heva practised, and net talikad
on, wad thy pretencos wud partieular Preadom Lo thy eelf was thy intent.
Arend, or slsa Lhou wilt e shored, when Emovledge doth swread to cover the
Barth, esvon 4s the waters cover the Sean. And so Parage .
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CGHAFTER I.

The gpreat goarching of heart in thoas daya i to find out shers trus
Procdom lisa, that “ha Cemmeroealt™ of England might he osiaslished —n Poacc.
Seme say: [+ lisa in the Trac uso ol Trading, snd %o hawz a’l Patunta, Licensas
ard Noohkeainis rowmoved: Pus %this 19 o Freedem under tho W1_: of a Coungquirers
Othare may it io truc Preodow to mave Miuvisters to proach, and for peaple to
“ear shom tkay will, wit=oub being restrained or copvelled Trowm or fc any Jorm nf
worship: PBut thie ia an unssiiled Treedom. Qthers say: I45 iz Srug lreedom to
wava Comrunity with &1l Tomen, and to mave liberly Lo satiefy Lholr lugts and
greedy appetites: But this ia the Treedcw of wentop unreascuabls heants, and
tonde ~o Destruchion. GCthars eay: Tt ig true Fresdowm that whe elder Brother
shall ba Lendierd of the Zarts, and the younger Brotser a Ssrvant; 4nd thia ia
it a helf Frasdom, and hepats murmirings, ware and quuarrele. 41 theae, and
such lika, ara Fraadems: hut they lesd to Fondage, snd are oot She Lrue Found.
ation-Fraodom whish gatlies & Commonwezlih in Paacea.

Tyraa Frosdorn 1ias whers & mar rocelwas hie powrishwent {(Xiiil) md pre=
aarvation, and that i3 in the uwea of She Earth: For asg o ken is compoundad of
tha four heterials of Orsstion, Firs, Wator, Savth and Air, 20 i3 a9 pressrved
by the sompounisd bodies of thass feur, which are Yhe Iraits of the Earth; and
hWg cannet live without tham: fov taks awsy the fres unae of Shese, and tnz body
languishes, ths sairit is broupght Loto bondags, and at loagth denurts, s0d 28s3-
gth bia metiosnal apticn 1n'tha'h3ﬂy. AT Mt £ oman leeoura for. zallhn Solonon,
is thie: That ho wmay enjoy Snc fres ues aof the Tarth, withs the Traits Sharsof.

Do noh Miniztare srsach f'ar maintenanca ir the Zapis? g bagyarn plend
guugss bo got the paseasalona of ths Barth?  dofh nob the Boldier Tighs for the
Tartk? And doth not +*hs= Landlard raduirs Rent, st e may ‘ive in a2 fullness
sf the Barth by ths Labaur of kig Tgnanta? Ard =5, frow the Thisf unen the high-
way te ths King upsn the Throna, do not avery ona etrive,cither by Torze of Arma,
ey secrot shests, o pat the pogeepsiong of the Barss mia “oon anothor baceuss
t1ey sz2e thalyr Frzodom lisse in planty, and thelr bondngs: 1ies in porokhy?

Surcly then, opproasing Lords of Manors, exacting londlorde and Tithe-
tolers, may oe well say, thelr brethren shall not breaths ia ths aip, aob enjoy
whrmth in their bodios, aot have the mweolet waters to fall vpon tham in showers,
Antesa they will par than dent tor it: 4e to say, their brethrsa shsell ast work
upnn Earth, @aor eara the fraits SHeresf, wnlses thay #ill hirs thkat libsrdy of
tham: for hoe that takcs upeor hle %o restraln his brothar fror ths libsrty of
the one, may upon the samc ground reetrain him from the Yibarty of all four; vis.
Five, Fetsr, Ezrth, znd Adr.

i man had hetter to bave hed v body than to have no food for it @ therefors
thia rostraiasing of the Narth from brethren by brathren. is spprzasica and bond-
rgs;  but the f'ree sojoymont thersst is trus Fraudom. ,

I spsac nowm in relolion belwean the Oppreseor and thoe oporsasgd; the Laward
bendagoaes I meddle not with in thic ploez, thougk I am assurced Shat 2f 24 be
rightly saarvchod intz, tas inward bondazos of tha mind as covetouconsss, pride,
hypoeriey, anwvy, sorrow, foemrs, desporation; and madness, are all cceasioned hy
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the cutward bondags, shet one escrl of people lay unon snother.

And thue fur ratural erperignos makes it good, That true Freedom liee in
Lha fires enjoyoent of the Tarth.

If me Iook into the old Seriptures, e find,That when Ispael had eonguersd
te WMations, e took poansesion of tho Eremy's Land, and divided it by lot
amoag whe Tribes ; eotabing tie onjoymeat of the Sarth their perfect Frecdom(xix)..
25 that me mee by Seriptuen  proof likewise, the Tand is that which sveryeons
plane their Freadom in.

I7 wa lonk into the practiss of Hinga, and Conauerera, Sines the Scripturss
of Moaea woro vrit, we fird they placed their freodom in the enjoyment of the
frae upe aof the erreth. ..

Tho Pirat O7Ficeyr wag ths Lawysr...(wx) The next DfPicer wis the natioml
Clergy; and thoir wsre wee to psrausde the muliitude of people to let Williom
the fonoueror mlone with 2 quiot posacesion and gpovermment of bhe sarth, apd
to cnll it Mis znd ast thsird, and s ach to rebal apsinst him... But in after
timea, when this Yational Miniebry anpeared to ths psopls to be baut hirelinga,
anid 25 the people gren in knowledge they discovered thelr hypoorisy more 2and mers,
am thay do in thess days: Then this Clergy { the spirit of the old Pharizees)
hagnn te divineg sni to JFPwl?G the people by a shew of kolinesz, or apiritual

isetring, an thay ezll it, Aiffigult o be understood by any but thsmeclvee:
parauading the noopls ta ballﬁvh or funey, That trus Freedom lay in hsaring
them prench, and io sojoy thet Heavon, whieh they say, overy man whs belicves
their dnetrine, ashall sajsy after he im dend: And B2 tell us of & Jeavsn and Hall
altar daab™, w9ich neithoer thay nor 2 omor what will ba: 8o thot the whols
world 1s at 2 loss in the trus lkeaswlsdge Lhersof, as Bolemon esid, Who shall
bring Mim to sse skat shall ba aftsr hs e dgad? :

Iha' fopiper That Lot prisana, walps and gallowa they preached to lesp the
p2onle in subjection to ths Xing Wt by thisz diwinsd dell after death, they
preack to eep both Eins gad p=¢n g in awe Lo then, to usphold their trode of
Tythee nnd nen raisced waintenznce: (xxi}ind so mevirg blindsd both Hing ond peonle
they bacome bths xoc thet rules: Thia subtle divining aepirit is “he Yhore that
alte upon mary waberd;. .Tor oo long &8 the veople coll thot a Trush ahich they
ezll = Trutn, and believe what th-sy preach, and are =illing to lot the Jlergy be
‘the daenarg of thair e;ca and knowledgo...then oll is mell, snd they tell the

ponsle thay amall g to Heovan. But if the eyes of the poeaple begin 4o open, and
thay msek to find kns mladpe In their own hearts, and to guestion the Hinieters!
Doctrine, and bocome ilie unto wise-hearted Thomss, to bzlieve nothing tut what
thay ses reason [or: Then do the Miniaters prepore ¥or ngainat Kan or men, and
will weke na Covenert of Peace with him, 211! they consont to have their right
ryas put onps, that i, to have their renson hiinded, 8o as io believe every
Doetrine they proach, and nover quesiion anything, saying, The Doctrine o Faith
muas not e trle? by Reasen: To, for if it be, 3heir Mystery of Iniguity will
e dimseversd, ant thay weould losze their Tyiheo...

How 17 the Earth cculd be enjoyed in euch a marmor s sveryone might "ave

provigion, ag It may by thia Platforn I have offered, then will the Peace of tha
EquunwLﬁ'tH bs preserved, and mem necd not set amc Wypocritically az the Olergy de,
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and othera likeniss, 4o pet a living: PBut vhen eone shall enjor great passessiona,
end otaers whno heve dons =28 puch or more Jor o purchess Freedom, shall hawvae nooe
gt nll, and be mode zlavas to their brethren, this bepets offences.(xxii)

Some hsarinr of this Jomoon Freedom, think thers must be u Compunity of all
the fruiite of the Eaorih whether they work or no, thersfure strive to livo idle
unon otver men's labours. Cthers;, through the eame unressonsdle baastly ip.-
norance, think there muet be o Community of all wew and womaen por Capulation,
ond 52 Btrive to live a beatlsl life. ©Likars thianlk thera will ba no Law, but
theat ewvery thing will rur into confusisn for want of Govermment: bui this
FLatform proves tve contrary. Thergfare becauss that transgression doth and
ey arigs from iguerence =mwd ruda fanew in gan, is the Law added.

Thet whlch true Rightesueners in oy judgment ealls Community, is this, To
have tha Eart™ set free from sll Zinpgly Dondege of Lords of Keneras, end oppross-
iry Lardlords, which eame in by Uonquest:; =8 = Thief tnkes n true menfs pures
upon the hipghway, baing strenger then ke, And that nelther the Eerih. nor aony
fruite thsreof, shoula be boupht or scld by tho Inhabitarts one swong another,
which iy a elavery the Fingly Conquarors have brought in... dné though this be,
yat shall not wen live idley Tor the Earth eRall be planted ard reaped, and
the fruite earried intc Borna end Storchoupes by the aseiztance of every family...
Svery man shell ke hrought up in Trades and labours, ard all Trodse shall be
mailntningsd with mwors improvement, fta the inriching of tho CDemworwealth, more
thar they nea he under Hingly Power. {xxiv)

Every Tradosman shall feteh Materials, as Leather, Weool, Flax, Cern, and
e Gike, “rew ths publie Btore-“ouses to work uper without tuyirg ard -=174rp:
and wher particelar worke are mode,ze Qloth, Skoce, fete, and ths liks, ths
Trodeswen shall Yring theze particulsr woris to periicular aheops, =3 i1 1e poa
in mrsstlae, without huying and eellirg. And svery fomily as thaoy want suck thinps
£3 they ssunot malks, they sholl go to thesc shops, and fetch mithout momney, ovin
25 now they foteh with money, o hersefer ie ehowad hom in ovdeor...

Thoraf'are I desire a pationt reading of what hereoficr followg... For yu
Tor you wust either sstocliok Comuauwealth's Freedew in Fower, woling crovieior
Tor avary onels Peaes, which i= Righteousneas: or olas you muet sed up Monarchy
again.,  Monarehy is tmefald;  efther for one Eing to rule, or for many to ralo
by Kirgly Principles, mich surmuring, prudges, troubles, ond querrcls may and
will arise omong the oppresssd people upon every gainod oppertunity. But if
Common Frocdom e fouad cut, and osse tho approssed, it orovonts purmurings end
quarrale; and seloblishes Universal Peace in the Barth. 2

Chapter IT {xxv-xxxii)

In Zhe second chapter Winstnnley discussec the nature of govermmont, and
he contrasts worsrchicsl government with commonweslth government. "Kingly Tower
L% the oppreseor, snd the maintediners thersof are gallad cporeasoro by the
anglent writers of the Bihle."

“The Minter's past, the Spring-time now nppoars,

Be pone thou Kingly Tyrant, with all thy Savalieras.
thy doy in past, and cure thousdost appenr

To be the bond-men'e eon, nnd not the free-born Meir.®
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Commonwenlth Govermmerts on the other “and, "depends not upeor the Will of any
pertieuler war, ar meni for 1% 1o seated in tHe opirit of Mankind, and it is
enlled tha 1ight, ar son of rishtecusress and vesge. The Tyrente ir all ages
Weve mide uss ol Lhig monls rans, while he nath licr. buried, to cover thelr
chasting wyotery af Inguily: Dor if commor Frecdom wers nct pretended, the
Qommorers of 2 lard would raver derce after the pive of self-sceking wite® .

OHAPTER III (xxxii - x1)

In t4e nexl chapter Miustanley showe that lews spring either from common
prenarvrtlur or BJlf—pIHHQTﬂ&thI, ard thet the latter lead to tyronny. &Ho
providen o number of ressono why it ig necsssary for the officers of a eommon-
paslth tu be electad ecch yeer,

: OEAPTER IV {x1 = xlvii)

Mingtanle ¥ then uruceanﬁ#n deporibo the funciicoms af the different offigers:
Petoumelrars (who mare lo sattlo disputes hefare thoy ceme inbo cﬂurtj Over-
sepre (who wsrs to look oftor questione of empleyaent, productionm and distribut-
ion); Soldiors {who in voape—time wers to zct ws w police force); Taoek-umcsters
(who were 1o leok ~fter those who hewe been deprived of their fresdem through
wieconduet, unt who endesvour to reform dcliaguenta); Executioners) Judpoe;
and Parlwlnﬂn,.

"S5 then, o Parlinment is the hes: of Powcr ln o Cowacnwanlth, and it
ig their work to mencge publige effeird in times of War, end in times
af' Poapo; nol to nromoto the intereet of perticulcr cen, Tut for the
Peugs and Freedom of Lhe vhole Bofy of the Lead, vig.of ovary partic-
ular man, Lthat none bo duprived of his (restion Rights, unlees he
hath loat mis Frecdow by Troansproscion, ae by tho Lows 12 cxprossed,”
Tks pnagngs whlch follous ie 1he wost Intwreeling in the book. Ilw
attuck on the "divining epiritusl doetrine’ jes o neiugl davslosuent op the
naEguge in an earlicr pame4lct: "And if ooy poor ensleved mew thoet dorec not
zucal, Degins to mourn umder thel pomdspo snd esith, Vo thet work mest hmve
lezst corfort ir the ecrth, end they thut work nol 2t sll,enjoy 81l contrery
Le the Seripture which saith, The poor end the peol shail inhorit the eorth;
Frogently the tithiag Priest stope his mouth with ¢ slom 2nd telle him
What 1o woant of the inward sstisfcetlosn of ming whlch tho poor shoil have,
though thoy enjoy nothing =1 =11, and se poor eroanturco, 1t 1o true they hove
axne wzee theroby, owd wade to weilt with potience , while Kingly power swins
in fallness, =zng loughe nt the otherle missry.” #
The work of & Comvonwenli™'a Minidbry, ond why one day in seven
gy te @ th of e from Lohour,
8If there worc pgeod Lewa, and the Panle he ignoarant of tham, 1t would
b ac bag for the Oommowwveslt 22 iF thers were ns Lews 8t 8ll. It 1s very
rotionsl oné good, that one doy in scwoh bo atill sct epartfor thros Ressona.

Firet, That the Poople din suceh 2 Parinh wey ponorally most tepathar to sep ons
anotherts fagos, ond bagot or nrﬂahrv' fallopship in friendly love.{lvi)
Sceondly, to be 8 day of reot... Thirdly, thot Wa whe is ehesan Divdstar (for

that yosr) inm that Pardish wmey rand to the peapla threc Lwngq.

Firet ths nfiriro of the whole Land, ac it ic brought ir hy the Past—
beater, oo il is reloted i ™ie oiffiee, horeafter follovirg.

Secordly, to read the Levw of the Comueaweali™: not only to strongthan
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tho memory of the Ancleate, but thob the young peopls alsc, wha arc not grown
up te riponenr of erpericnes. mey bo Anatruetod, Lo new when they do well, asd
whon thoy do §i11:  For 4he Dage of o Lood foth the power of frecdon and bondoge,
life and deat™ in ite %ond, therefore the necessary knouledge Lo b2 known, fnd
Me i3 tho beat Fraphat thot sequoints ren therenith.

And teirdly, bacaues the winde of pesple generally love dimccursca, thara-
fore that tha wite of meu hoth young Snd oid may b2 everciaad, “aste may ba
Epaeches mada in n throe-foid watira.

Firet, To declorc the neta nnd passnres ol former fpges nnd Goveramansa,
sebiing forth the hemefi+ of frasden wr sall-ardarad povernments, as in Israal'a
Commommealth, ond the breoubles and bondnge whish hat® cleaye sttendad oprrossion
anl ooprasasra, a8 the Shats of Pharanh and athar Tyrant ¥ings; mho eaid ths
anrth and pseple mars thoirva, nnd ealy ot their diaposc.

Sgoondly, Soeschae pay oo wide of all Arte and Scionces, 2ome crna day,
gome anathar, as in Physics, Chirurgery,, datrolegy, Astroncmy, Favigation,
Huehundry, cnd sueh like.  dnd i these #peseten may be unfeldied the n-oture of
all "merbe and nlanta, I'vrom the Hyss9P to the CQedszr, as 3Jalomon wrii of.  Like-
wige mon mey come t0 acc inta the asture ol ths fixed snd wandering etars, =hase
graat powers of God iw the hanvens sbove; Aind herchy wen will come to know ths
geerets of Maturs ind Orestion, wit™in whieh all trus knouleodgo i3 wrappad up,
and the Jipht ir wan vmet 2rise to senrsh it out. {lwil)

Thirdly,Speachos mor ho made sorctimes of the dnturo of Hankind, of %ia
derkasse nad of Big light, of “is warkneas sud of his shrangth, of hia love and
of hla envy, of “is asrrasa nrd oF hie joy, of hia inward and oubwsrd bondagan,
of “ls irword and outuerd fToedome, ste. ind this i that ni which the Winistry
'of Churches gonarally nins but orly that thay confound their knewlodge by
imagivary study, whan nuyone telkos upon him to speck without sxpeoriansc. Nowm
whia i tha way to attein to the trus kuonledge of God (vho ic $he Spirit of
the whole Orsetisn}, oe he hath sprend himeel? forth iy every fora, on: wora
gpinontly in wen.

and 1f the enrth were act froe ‘rom Xingly Bondage, o that BVErions Wore
gure 10 MLve & fran livolitvood, gnd if this libarty were prarted, thow meny
secrata of God, and hie works ir Neture, would ke wade pablio, whied mer now—n-
deya keep sacrat to got o liviag By: ec trat thia Eirgly Bondnge 15 the couse ol
the epronding of lgreracce in the Enrth @ Put whem Coruonscalthk Frecdem is
cotrblighed, aad Tharisaienl or Kingly Slevery seet ous, then will Imculedge
covor the Earth ce the gotere eovor the Zane, nnd not $321 then.

e uhe 16 the cheeon Hinistsr for that year 4o read, shnll not be the only
mon te mtle Ssroone or Spsechens:  but overyonc who hath any oxparionen, avd ia
atle to spenk of any Art or Lenpangs, or of the Hoturs of the Fanvens ahove, or
of the Barth telew, shall have fras 1ibarty to spoak whon they offer thomsslves,..

ecdtid svaryore who spoaks of may Jarh, Flmnt, LArt or Hoture of dopking
12 required to speck uothing hy irnginction, but whot he hath found ous by his owi
1ndustry and sbaorvation in trial ...{lxviii} And thus to epeak, or Lhus Yo rood
192 1nw of Bature (ar God) 28 He Yeth written Hio nome in svorybody, is to spenk
1 murc lrmpusgs, ond thie is 4o mpesk the bruth asz Jesus Christ spake it, giviog
o evarything ite own weirht and mescere. By this monns jn tiwo men shnll attain
to the practient kaowledgo of God truly:  that thuy maly eorve Fia in spirit end
i traths ond thie knowladge will not docoive romon.

A, tut noith the zonlouss but ienorant Profiossor, thie is a low and esnrnal
ministyy indccd; this londs mon &0 kaow nothine but tae faowledps of ths sarth
ond thn scerole of dature; but we are ta look =Pter splritunl ond hoewvanly thinge.
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I anemer: To lmow the sacrets of Moaturs is to lmow the sores of God: =no to
ks ths morko of Ood =ithin the Oreation is $0 krow God himsslf: for God
duslle in overy vizible work or body.

And indood, if you would koow spiritusl thiaps, it is 4o know how 1ho epirit
or pomerod wimdem and lifa, enuzsing moetion or growth, dwells within, and gove ne
bath 1Mo several bodien of the stars and plunets in the heavons ~bove; and the
soveral bodlos of the errth bolowy re genss, plants, fiswes, bensta, birds and
mralzind.,  For %o rench God beyond tho Crootion, or to knos what ho will bo to
2 min, oftar the man ia derd, 1f any othorwlse then to peattor him into his
Leeencen of fira, water, onrth and sir, of which he ie compoundod, ie = knonledgs
bayat d the line or capecity of man to attain to vhile he livee in his compounded
body.

ond 1F o wen should go to fmapine mhat God ke beyond the Ursation, or what
he mill be in B epiritunl domonstratlon aftsr o man is dond, he doth, ae tho
provaerb anith, bulld caeblos Lo the air, or telle ue of a world beyond the moom,
and beyond the Sun, mersly to blind the romeon of mam. I'll appeal to yourself
in this guestion, what othar kaowlisdge have you of God but vhat you havs mithin
tha cirele of the Qroation?

For if the COrszation in 21l ite dimcnoions bo the fullnoss of Sim that fills
all with Hlmsslf; and if you youracl? bo part of this Crontiond where pan you
fingd God but ia thot line or station vhoroln you atend?

God manifoots Tmself in aetual wowlcdes, not in imngiration; He fa atill
in motion, sitaer la hodieo upeon cart™, or in the bodiss in the heavans, ar in
kath;  in the night ond in tho doy, in Winber, in fummer, 1in eold, in heat, in
grouta, or ned in gragih,

3ut when n studying imaginatitn eemos into wen, whioh is the devil, for it
1a the enusa of nll evil, and scrrows ir tho world; thet is he who pute oub the
eyes of mwan's knowledgs, and tells him that he must bellave vhot others have writ
ar epoks, and mush not truct to hia onn experienca:(lix) And when this bewiteh-
ing farey sita in the chelr of Govorsmont, there is nothing but ssying and un-
anying, trowsrdnees, covebosuaness, fears, confuscd thoushte, 2nd unsetisfied
doubtinga, 211 the daye op that nan's roipga in the hoart.

Or aszeondly, examine yoursalf, mnd look likewise irte.the woys of all
Profesaors, and you ehell fiad, Thet tha Enloyment of the Earth below, which you
¢all = Jew end azrnal Knowludgs,is thet which you and all profeesors (2s woll as
wen of ke sarld,ra you ¢all them) rtrive snd seck after. Yherefore are you ac
covatiue efter the World, in buying and sclling? vaunting yourself ae = happy men,
it you bo rich, and 8 miocvable men 17 you be ES2re  And though yeou azy, Henwven
ftar dasth is a2 plage of glory, where you zhell enjoy God foce %o faes, yet you
ars leath 4o lecve thc Errth 4o go thither.

Do not your Mindotero gresch for to anjoy bhe Tarth? Do not profussing
Lamyzre, om well an obhers, buy and sell the Congqueror's Justiea, that they may
pajoy the Farth? Do not wrofzeaing Soldlore £5.ht for ths Eprth?... Do not all
nrofecsors strive o got Borth, 4hat thay may live in nlenty by other wen's lohoure?..

And it hoing thun with you, whet othor spiritual or henvenly things do you
seck afhor more then othors?  And nhot is in Jou mare then in othera?  [F you
g2y, therg is; then surely you ought ot let thesc earthly thinge aloas to the men
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a0 ths world, as ymu gnll them, whoao portions thoas are , and kecp you within
the comanse of your ooy avhars, thol athers sscive you live n life nhave Lhe
nzrld ia neres and frocdom, noithor varking youraalf nor deeniving, nzr com-
pollingr athara to vork far you, Thoy way be dreous Lo oebrace the sape cpiritunl
life by your einglo-hoartod converantion, {1x}

Lot ue weovw exvnine yeur Diwinity, ahich you enll hoavenly and apiritunl
thinga, for horein sscseMar nre st modo to ~dwnwac monledga, but to destroy the
truc knoulodma 2f fod; for Mrinity doss not epesk the trath, as it 45 hid in
avary body, Mt it loeves the wotlsnsl mavledge of a2 thing as it is, ind imagiven,
studies, or thinks Mzt may bu, snd a0 runs £9f massrd true or false:r Ard $hia.
Mvinity 38 2lways aageling vorde to deceive tFc sluzle, that Y nay dake ther
work for him, Mt e never cones to metl-n Yieeelf to do me he would he dene bar;
for he it a wenster whs de ali @apie and o Mand.

Thie divining Noctrine, vhigh you eall epiritual and heavonly things, ia
the thief and tc robher; he copas io ennil the Vineyvard of & man's PEACE 4 . LA
this Doetrine is tmo-Ioid. Firat he fakes uson Mim to tell ¥ou the meaning of
other wen's rords and writing by hia atudying or imsgining what anotMer man's
knewlodge might bz, and by thua doing darkene kaorledpa, and wrongs the spirii of
the Authers mho did write ans apeak those thinga ~hizh 4z taltce uson vim to
inferpret. Secondly Yo tzkos upon Rin ta farztell rhat aball befall a men after
"o ig deud, ond ohal that world is paymd the Suan, and ooyond tho Hoon... And if
any wan tell ki thers is no roason O RRal you ssy, Me anewora ¥ou muet nob
Judpe o2 Yeavenly and ssiritusl thinge by resson, but vouw wued helieve mhat ia
told you, =hether it be rowson ar nod

Thare ic a tvree-Told discovery o faladhooil in thip Dootrine. For FErgh
it iv a Doetrine of slekly and wesk apirit, whe hatk ioot »ie understoading
in the mowladss offhag Croation, and of the towper of his ewn Hearpl ani Haturs,
snd 80 runz ints fatcias, oli-ar of Joy or =orrow. Ard if the passion of Jov
vrodoninate, then ha Taneies 4o himesl® s persensl Cod, personal Aagelm, and a
lagal nlasc of glory waigh he gaith, he, and 41! whe bholieva whet he esit™, shall
0 te afSur thoy urs dead. Ant 1P sorrow prodominate, then hz funcies to M-
pulf A persoosl Davil, and u lacul plag: of torment, that me ghell go to £ftar s
i3 dead, end this he epoale with grooh econfidenss.,

Or Zeceomdly, thiz i the Doetrisc of & sublle runping spirit, 4o uake an une
grourdcd wize mwar mwad,.. (1¥1) He strivea and strete4es iz hraing to fingd out the
depth of that doctrine and cenvot sttadn 4o it for indecd, it ig ot monl ndge,
cuy imagivation: and o by noring end pusszling uwesif in it, loses thet wmisdom he
had, end becomes distractod and mardl: aad if {he paagion of Joy prefominate, then
he 18 werry, snd stngs and taugha, and le rips in tho cxprsssione af hie unrda,

and will opeak strange thingsy kat 21l by ifmaginetion. Sul if tho nazsion of
sorrovw prodominste, than he ie hoavy and sad, erying out, Jo is dawnad, Fod hath
foreaiwan him, and s must go to Icll whan hc diea, he caanat wake his ealling ond
slssbizn surs: And {n tha- distempor meny o wman dosn hang, kill or drosn himsel?:
30 that this divining Dootrins. .. tormants peonle alpays when they are weal, sickly,
ard under any dietemper; therofare i1 cannot bo the Doctrime of CWrirst fho Baviour.

Sor wy oum part, ay spirit heth wodad deep te find tho bottow of thiop
divieing eviritusl Doctrine: and the nerc I goarchad, tho more I was at af loss

T

and I never camo o guiet ragt, and to know Sod iw my eplrit, till I canme to the
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tnonladee of the shirge in this Bal:r srd lot we tell Sl e e L T

= - _ . Ll
this diviging Doctrine are the murthorcrs of Lawy & poor hoart, whe ls bashful
anc simple, snd that cannct Apzak “or Wimeelf, but that keoza his thoughis ta
Wimeelf.

Or thirdly, T-is Joetrine i2 mada a eloak of polioy by t'e subtle elder
Brother, teo sa*est "ia zimplo Yosunger Hrother of the Froedome of the Tarih: For
saiih ths eldar Brother,"The flarth is mine,and not yours, Brother; snd vou must
not work unon it , unlces you will %Wirs it of Aet and you must not tako tha fruita
of it, unlass you will tuy t4ea of me, bWy that which I pay you for yeur Lo tour:
ror if yeu should do olhermisa, God will not love you, and vou shall zo to Hesven
mhen you die, het tha Davil w121 hgva you, end you muet ke cemmed in Hell."...Wsll,
the younger lrother, heing wealk in enirit, and heving not 8 grounded knomledige of
the Craation, nor of himealf, i= terrifisd, and lets gpa hie held in the Earth, and
aubmits himanld to be & slave 4 “ia brovher, for fear of damnatisn in Hsll after
death, and in hopss to get Hoaven therety after he is deads ard as Mie BYER Ore
put out, mnd e Zeacor is hlinded. (Ixii)

Sc that this divining epiritual Dootrine is a chests for whils mer ars
B P :
gazing up tc “‘eaven, inezining aftcr a “apainess, ar Tearing a Hell after they
are dead, their oyes ore wut oty thet they ses not what ig their birthrighte, and
et is €0 he dene by them here on Targs wille they are living: This is the
filthy Drasmer and the Qloud witout redin.

And iddesd thae subtle Qlarey do mow, that if they can but charm the peonle
by this their diviniag Doctriae, %o look afier ricvee, Ysawszn ani Flory when
they are dsan, that thap they smmll sasily be the Tnhoritors of the Hartlh, and
have the dossived nsonle 4o be thoir sorrante.

Thiz divining Doetrina, which you call epiritual end hezvenly, wae not the
Jegtring of Christ, for his warde wera mra knowledge, they were words of life;
for He antd, Hg speke vhat he had aesn with hia ¥athar, for he had the knowladgo
of ths Creation, and spakc as svoryting wes.  And thia Divinity came in afier
Chrint to darken his Enewledge; and it is tha langrage of tho wystery of Iniguity
and dntichriat, wherchy the covetous, ambitious and serpentine #pirit coscne the
plainchesrted of Mis portions in tho Rart™,

(1xitielxyii) In the remainder of this ahaptor, Winstanley discusses
tha Fest-master and tho Ay in the new gommonwealt. In every Pariah there
ehould ba ehosen twg Post—wzsters, whose function wed to callact nems which they
sesvatched to the Jity. This news vas to ba piblished in o baok whieh would ho
distrituted throughout the country.

An Army 16 fwo-fold, & ruldng army or mapigtracy, "keeping the Land and
Goverrment in Fracs by Exosution of tho Laws", snd a fighting army, whoss function
"ie to taat dovr nll that arisg tg endoayour to destroy the Libertics of the
Ceammorieeslth "

With #n ohvioue reforenco to the motusl Cormonwealth army, Winstanley
attacks armies whinh fail to keop their promisea:

"Por what difforonce is there betwsan a professzed Tyrant, that lacdaros
himeslf o Tyrant ia Yords, Lawa and dssds, as all Conguerers do , and him
#ho promises to frec me froam the Fawar of the Tyrant £7 1'11 assist hiwm;
20d when I have spent mu estate and bloed, and tha healih of oy body, and
sxonset my barmsin by Wiz Pnescaments 4o me, ha eita himaalf dogw in the
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Tyrant's Chair, and tales woemEzssing of th2 Land to Pinccll, ¢ onlis it Wio,
anl nono of ging , and t211ls e Be canrat ia Conoeionee let ne anjay tho Frog-
dom of tho Zarth with Wim, becavas it ie anothsr man'a right?  and now ny hoslth
st cebats ig Jducayud, and I grov in aege, | must either bag or work far day
wazzl, which I wes nevor brought ua to, for ancther; when e tho Barth is as
frecly my inbwritsnce ans birt“right, 2m s whow I muat sork for) and &f T cannot
liva by my week luboure, wut take whara T nesd, a8 Chriet sent and took tho Aam
¢oil in “io nead, thore ia no diesude, Wt by the Kings and laws, ho vwill hang
ma for g Lhief,"
7APTER ¥ .

(lxviil-lxx') ¥Winetanley next discusces education. Ho is enxious to avoid

t 2 gepaPotieon batwoon ascholar and waricers
"But one sort of Childrom sdall met be tpninad up only to book-learning,

ant no othar employmant, snllad dehalarp, as they arc in tho Goverrmont of
hovarchy, for thon through idlences,and oxercisod wit thercin, they spend their
time ta {find out pelicice 4o 2dvance thomgslves 4o bo Lords And Yaatora atowve
theler lehouring brotYren... zhigh oweasions 811 the troutle ir the world. There-
fora, o prevent the dangerouo evonts of idlerees in Sehelars, it 1s reamecn, arnd
szfa for comuor. pesco, thet after TRildren kave becn traught up at Schoole to 2
ripzn their wits, thoy shall then 5c est to suck Trodoe, Arsp and Seicrecs, ag
Lheir bodien end witn ares camatle of; and thoroin contisus 111 thay come to
Torly yerrs of age... Than from farty yoars of nge to fourscors, 17 he livoc eo
leng, oo thay whall e fresd frow all lokeur apd werlk, unicas they will themzelwes.”

Mnetenley newt diepuesan whuﬂiradﬁs mankind should be prought up in. He
re-gopheriszy bhet thers ahail be ro' buying =and selling of tho Earta, agr of the
frutte thereaf. fo describes tho commen store-heuvses and shopg:

"Mow $Mis seme froz prastics will kill aovetouBnoss, pride and opprosaien...
fome hither now, all you who ehallonpge your brothron to deny Chriet, ae though
Yo mers Lhe orly man thai love Jhriet, and would he true “a him. Hewo i8 &
trial of your lave: asan ¥you be an roody Lo obey tho law of Libarty whieh im
the commen? of Qhrint, as veu wauld hovo sthera ta obey your Hingly lawa of
bondapo? It mar b you 91il] aithor starm, sr go away sorrouful . (lxxialxxvi]

(JZAPTER ¥I
{lxxwi-lxxxix) Tn tha fipal chapter of 4ha baok Winctanley discustes tha laws of
the nem comnonraslth. He showa that the old laws are Lnappropriate te ths new
socicly, boetuszc they wors an ifnatTument of elags dominatlon: "the written law
hath nol bosr teo ndvancs Common frecdom and to Gtest down the wareagenmahl o aelfu
Hill in mankind, but it Rath beon framed 4o uphold the palf-mill of the Qongus. OF,
right or grong) not respecting the froodom of the Commonwoalth, Mt t4¢ freedom
of the Jonmuorer and hie fricnds only."

To avaid lepal chinanery, Winstanloy makes his lavs shart and pithy. The
slxty-two lawa which coneluda t e book nro a natural corcllary to the gonoral
orireiplsy o the Law of Fraedom. They ley down absoluta roligious tolaretion.
"THat men #ey be tender of one omother's bodigs” ho who'strikes hiz Neighbour
ehall b gtruck “imgalf by the Exacutioner blow far nlon." Zeandal-wongere and
theee who "give reviling and provokirg worde” ars te be edweniched, whiasred, and
in pavers eases, fomporarily diprived of 1t eir fresdon, '

Thare are laws againct idlicneas, sgainst buying and aelling, excapt by the
tatc with Toreipn countrise, nnd sgainet ecoinage. Thoss who try and acquire
nrivats nronariy arec ta he pat to death s {raitors. Theae whe losa thoir
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frecdom by orims can rognin it by zood conduct.

Wiretanley {'orbide' funcral asrviees in ordar to diggourape eoncentration
in an aftor-lif's, “Ev-ry man and woman shall have the “rao liborty to marry
ahom thoy love... If any man lio mit™ a waid and baget o child, he shall marry
har.! Tho merriage ceremony goreizie of a giuple danlnrntion in the prescnca
of naighboura. ;

Thoos who wagte food ears e be publicly reproved, and for & third offencs "ho
shall te madc  servant for tmelwo months under the Tagk~masier, that hes moy
know what it is to get food."

derc is $ha righieooun Las, Man, wilt 4thou it maintain?

IV may be, ia, ae hath 54111, in %o worid trem slein,

Truth spooars in Light, Faleshood mules dn Powar;

70 ss0 these things to he, i3 eavse of grief cuo hour.

Enicaladge, ohy didat thou eome, te wound ard net 4o oure?

I rent not for thoo, trou didet me inlure.

dhere knowledge dose inarense, thora sorrows e lEiply,

To sow the gront dosoit mhiesh ir 9 Warld deth lie.

Men savive one thing eow, unszyinge it sren,

brezkirg =1l's Engogerents, when dasds for him arg dara.

C pomer,shoere art thou, that must wend things amigs?

Oowe change the heart of Man, and make him trpth 20 kiga:s

J death whore srt thou? wilt thou not tidings scnd?

I Tear thee mot, thea art my loviag fricnd.

Dome izlke tvls body and geatter it ia 4he Mour,

Trat T may duell in Onaz, and reat in FORCS Ones MoTds
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