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locture ot dey conference on "Fasclsm. Cowmunism,
and Christianity"

Rochester, Qotober 20th, 1854: Notes of Karl Polenyi's
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Lecture 1. Faseiom

oo simnle bo thiak that Foseism and Comrmuniam apa
direat oproaitea. lNot only pvolities bBut alao philoscohy included
111 h‘!ﬂ"h‘. T

' in Germany Pascism 1s inveterately againat Gommnism,

against Sonlaliam - alsc elashes with Christianity. i

: . How to understond this? Aneswer: Fasolam is afFainst
the individuglist and iz therefore spslnst Soeielliam, also apainst
Internationaiien. F. does not accept nations and rages In tarmg

of Internnticnalianm: AL therefore denounees Socialism as oxtreme

Individusiion. F. must @1 dowvn to tho paoks nf Socialisms: at
the rootn finds tﬁﬂ'inﬁiviﬁﬂﬂlh :

_ faséis% Philosorhy. FPrefeos Spann, Vienng, the sarly
phllosopher el Fa1 | 2igod for his 1daaai1918—19?when deno-

‘eratic and sociallist ldeass rravailed, EB ragarded nis idess as

for the next period to come; ealled ﬁhﬁmﬁhniuaf;&liamﬂi;s.oppqseﬁ
Lo Individuelism. Spann's formula well-Tnown - Aiam laads

to Libarmlism,'Lib@ralismfigi Leads o Lemoeracy. Demoersey lesds
o Gapitelism, Cuplielism lesds to Bolsheviem.

The mein idssa held by the raeisllat men, Hitder. In
his famous DhunmeldoPl spaseh ne Look the Tiald definitely aralnet
Individusiisn, Soeialiesm, Demoeracy, saying they led to Boishevism
and that Pasclsm had to fight then. (s

[ﬂ Individualism, seys Spann, leads to inasdoguste person-
ality and

absurd socialy, thet is the lsolated individual snd hia
position. Spsnn asks Could an isolabed spirit like this lsad up

to o aceiety? He zays No. g ;rﬁﬁﬂ“ﬁ]cﬂ e o et e

_ Qur conviction ié that thé 1ﬁdividuéluis starting point
of all the valuea of our zocliety, F

Spemnthinks of the Iadividualiwm of the 19th Century,

is. athoist Tndividuslism; wa think of present Individuaiism

which dari?gs from God.




Athelst Individumllsm 1s repressnted by Wietzsche.
He prmc&%imad "@od is deed" and followed with the statement "Then
I am God" and went on o deriwve his welues ont of the salf.

This la the Imdividusliasm vhish Spann demolished,
This 1eg the Bnly soneeptien of Individuslism Fasclst philaozsophy
Knows. F. philesophy refuses it. ¥, philesonhy menlions
Hercules. Prometheus, the Titans, Thor bvut nmot Christian person-
ality. Spam mentiona the hermll {iadividual) but his idea of
the individusl iz noet Christian.

The Individuslism at the root of Socianlism 43 Christ-
fan Individuallsm. in this sense tho organised Church and
Soclaliem are hardly oxlstent on the Contiment,

Fascist ldsag of soceciety. Soeiety is the only
reality. Indivicual hes enly Gerivebive exishenee, Only
seelety exisbence sounbts, "The Italian natlon 15 an orpganism,
X2 a will" B oadal e Pacet e Yiria Aoon

Iﬂ Reclaliam (Pascist) storts from Karl Schmldt whe
says "The bagis ol group life, i.e« nabion is antagonlsm of

| groups to Baeh obher, - Bmmity is the basis of groups. Groups
g exlat because they fighty Mence Feseist soclology.

The Christian ldea of the individual is that indivddual
hes acclal exisionca. Soeliety Is Dread on This feet. Men sre
zona of Gﬂdblﬁheyaforg bgﬁfhﬁfﬂi :

-eavare ragults between Christian Individ
the Faseist ides of Individualism. TR A
Spenn and Schmidt are consistent in ruling out the

individual and say : i :

Al HEE e D A

Harxian type of thourht also 1ittle ltnown, I 8
religiousn InEIvEEualisn; Harxlat regards thase phaséa.ﬂg 262?:ty
{1) the relationship of human beings, (2) Eroups and clasees in :
Industrizl development working towards self~estrangement of indi-
viduals towards indirect relationships in s market soeleby.

in_economic flsld (inevitably) relations are indirect
and Impergonal ond Harylsm says humanity will go on to a stoge at
which human relationships again are Airect end personsl {this is
assentlally the religlous conception of the individual).
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The suxlliary and folltles

notes by Ur, Tarl Peolsayli.

The sux, owght not o go in for gohltlcm Hut seither can id

further stay “uﬂ—pu-lulcml.= .~ Vhat is the solution of thds
conundrum?

fran o more ginaral point of view, religious wad pollticel Work
are not alleirnative to one snother. Helther csn dp the work
of the other.

It iz & temptation o Tsaard politics as the only field of soncrete -
aciivity . The gaiuestlonal, culfursl, communal cctivivtias. 5o
which ¥allrlan openeg up-a a;r*ﬁt “fLQEE areaba judl ag much, &n&

saﬂﬂﬂinﬂﬂ even more, “iﬂ ros bity®, than ibstitutionsal ﬁhﬂﬂpﬁﬁ Hﬁ“ﬂe&
by Thae cgi&l& lon. The nersgonal fileld a sphers of sssgdntial

and lﬂatlﬂ? change, 0ot lesa Saan $he impercossl sshere of
political fite. _ :

it 1= o teuptebion alss to scongeive of she raliglous sad pervenal

fisld go tho only spherve of grestion in rasllfy. rower and
goontorie’ value are sabegoriss inhereant in sceiely. 1% la neitlher

garious nor pious %o belleve thnk institubions ougii 1o e ﬂlnﬂr&&H
by - plrayer. Whet preyer ean do, is to. hely us bo suffer bad ol

~Thstibublods without Pocling & wish to chunge them; or it can

aixe us snfeuwth to 3acrhchiﬁ ear tife in the girugsgle to onange
Lhan, Tut only those whe PErksmm oray for amlrsacles esan heliseve
that prayvers shouid sérvw ingtead of sctions. You can't he
gutelide Yhe meshanisn which #fets WD powWeT. ° ks

e ought to ohisel to the Uommuniat wn&n'hu tnslisia thet only a
politios can solvye the prcb;ams which religion is settlag to .
aogiety. : -

e ought %o objeet Yo a Chrisbivn wbtbitude wilch proclalis ﬁhuﬁ.
only religion van solve th& oroblens the polidlelans eet themselved.

Work done in this apirlk 13 fruitless. i this aplrit of unreal-
Ty and Joek ©F Pl bv Lies ohe explasstlon of the astounding

Tellurs of Ohristian efforis g achisyve in the non-poliiical
-, fiele resulés ingeny way proposdlonate to the sacrificss eutailed.
- The falsa idec toat these setivitles could make an institutional

chanz#dn soclety unnecezsery, Hade then urconseiously inte a
politi@al factor workiog &galnst gn institutionsl chenge.  Such
lmok 3 reallsm eould not be but punisied hy ineffectlivencss,

 But i% 1s &lso lackiag of hiiility bto imagine yourself as on
- the highroed tﬁ thae 8& lwaﬁimn of mankind Whﬁ& in trﬂﬁh L Rre
f.f a% A Lnezsoa Seg

aving tjaﬂ. e T , ; :,;~.=,.¥
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The Auvz. must do 1ts aﬂrk in the spiris of a social realisn
that aecepbs the accesslty of pelitica and the duly to dselare
your position on the issuss whirh are really the crossrouds
of histoTv. .

Sut L6 muet go en dolng 1%s wark. If 1% tried t& snbox party
solities it wouls split, Teeauss relizion 4o today not a
moderating influenge. Lte meoubers would go @it“ar to Bhe
extrens right or to the extrome ielt. It counld not save 168
wnitby even jo the wider gense of the tera,

Bub 16 owzht sc accept tus Tundassntal position that it doss
no% resard its work sz ap alisrnative to yalitiﬂp. Mhajaip&i
and lecsl poliviecs in & mesner ag exeepiioca. For Shese daal
with gquestiona mach nearer to the porsonal, sducationad snd
culbursl sphere of life.

v e gy —
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Thatanx =nd Politios.

The Aux ought notgo ia forPolitice. But neither canit further
gtay *un-politiezli®. Waatls thesolutidn of toisconundrum?

From o more generzl point of wiew, Heligous sndPolitienl work are
not alteymatives to ome another. Welther can do the work
of theother.

T+ ie & temptationto reguard Politice =zs Lhe only fleld of
canarete setivity « The eduentlomal,culfursl , communal
sogtivities %o whickReligion 1is a direct opens up s
direct neooece erezte Just as mich und somelimes even more
winRenlity", tasn incstdtutional changes worked by the
Tecislstion. Thepersonal field = sphere of gesentisl
and losting cunmge not less thoutheimpersonsl sphere of
WOMEE 1ife .politiwnl

1t iw ateémptation nleo to concieve of the Religious =nd Personal
fielg =& the only e¢phere of creation inReality., FPower
andfeononie V=lue are srntegories ' inhereni iobociety .
It isneither serious ner olous to belisve that imstituiton
pught to be sliered coly by preyer. Wast prayer c=us do is
to help me to suffer bvad 1w titulens orily wiknout feeli:
s wichte ¢ ohangs thems Lt can give me strengilh 16 raecrfiwe
my life inthe struggle to ciiope tusm. Zut  only those
who pray “or wmirscles c¢anbelive that oprayers shionld serw
in stend of cotions. And only tassze who have never under-—
=stgod the true wegniog of usdoctr ine of Orifival Sinm eam
talak that wvolitienl power sadpelitiesl institutlions ecan
be altersd bywnything but politienl effori: nnd activides.

we ouzht to abieal tolhe fomwmuniciwien he insists taat only
Toelitics oonnrolve the vroblems Religion which 1is s=tt
ing to Boclety. -

We oucht to ohject to.s Christisesttitudethat proc lzims that onl]
felighn ovn solve the problems the politicians set to th
themse LveE.

wark done iathis epirit ie fruitles:$. ¥ME In thisepirit of unrea’
ity =sndlockef aumility lie he explsniticn of the actounding fail
e of Christianefforts to aghive inthe nonepolitical TGN fiald
regutbE im anyway properbtionate to the eacrificer entailed. The
folse ides thst this work could take the place ef apinstlitutio
pal chonge insociety unmecessary made taie work iftself unconselt
ly inte & molitieal factor workiog EMMAMML sgainst saim tituional
change, Such lack of realism ocould not be but vunished by inelf:
tivenessge But it iz alse lacking of hum} ity to imagine yoursell
»e onthe highread to the salvation of Mankind when i nMMEEREY trutl
wvou are oaly f/Agffffgy creating ir lmsgim tienm.

-Thﬁ_ﬂui misztde itework inthe spirit of a gocial realism
that secepts lue necessityofpolities and the duty to declare
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2nd Mov. 1954. { Laston)

The Auxlliary eand Colities

notes by Ur. harl Polonyl.

The sux. ought not to go in for polities. 't nelther can 1t
further gstay "un-politieal.” . uhat is the snlution of this
conupdrum?

Mrom a more censral polnt of wview, religlous nnd political work
are not aliernutive to one anobher. ieither can do tho work
of the other.

It iz o temptation to repard polltics as ihe only field of conerete
acklvity. e ecueational, cultural, ccmmunal activitlan o

whigh rellsion opens up a direcd access croabe juat as nmuch, and
aonotlres evon aore, "in realliy”, thaz Insbtltutionual chonpes viovked
by the legidlation. whe parsanal fieid a sphere of gsgeniial

and lastine change, not less than the impersonal sphere of

political 1life.

It ig o %wnpiation also to concelve ol Lhe relisious and personal
fiold a8 the oniy aphars of ecrenilon in roallty. Pover and
geannmle walue are catesorles inhbrent in socleby. It ia nelither
sarious nor vious 5o helleva that fnstltutions ought to be anltered
by praver. what nrayey» ean do, is to. belp s 40 suffor bad
institutions without feeling a wish to change them; or 1t can

- glve us strength to saerificex our 1ife in the strugels to change

then. Tut only those who fwiimym pray for miracles can belleve
that prayers should servs ingtead of actions. You can't be
autaide the mechanism whlch sats up power. °

e oupht to objeet to the Sonmniat when he insists that only
politics can solve the problems waich rellizion 1s sebtlng to
soclety.

we ought to objeet to a Ghpistien attituds wilch proclalms that
only religion con solve the prablems tho politlclane set themselves.

vork done in thia spirik 1s fruitless. In this splrit of unreal-
TI7 and Lock of humillty lles the explancstlion of the astounding
follure of Christian eftorts g achleve 1n the non=nolitical :
finl. results ingeny vey propowtionate Lo the smerifices pntalled.
IThe fnloe idea thoi these activitiesa conitd nake an institutionnl

~lchnngw*tn soalety unneocesgsry, mada thomn wieonscelonsly into a

politiesl factor working n;u%nst an instlitutionnl change. Such
Tn ol &f reallism counld not ba but punisbed by lneffectlvencsa.
Put it 15 sloo lseklneg of hiwmilit: to imapgine yourself as on

tha highroad te the solvitlon of mankind wben in truth you are
ohiy ereating in lmasinatlion. :




The Aux. must do Lts work in the soirit of a soslal renlisn
that accopts the necesslty of politics nand the Jubty to dsclare
your position on tue lssues which sre really the crossroads
of history.

fub L4 muat go on dodlng lts work. If it tried to enter party
pcllities it would aplit, Téenure religion is today not a
moderating influence., 1te members would go either Lo the
extrens right or to the oxtrems left. It eould not save its
Wity even in the wider sense of tne term.

fut it ought to accept the fundamental position that it does
not regard ifs work ao on onlternstive to polities. Manieinal
and lecal polities in a manver an excepbion. f'or these doal
with questions much nearer to the personal, educatlonal and
eultural sphere of life.
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Kobwns

" our task is to smother the forces of critilcal
intellbtualism, .... To me a German, 'common
racial understanding! means the mental 'atyle!
of my group, or, in other words, the intellec-

tual product of the pure Germanic race. Haclizal ins

must prevall. Knowledge and Truth are peculiarities,
origihating in definite forms of consciousnaess, and hence
attuned exelusively to the specific essence of their
mother=-conséicusness!”

Haiser:

LTk

- 4 A

-

is tantamount to Treason. Opposition
has no longer any moral juatification. The
people do not know what they want, - they have
only instinet. But the Leader knows what the
want: that is wh=t makes him & Leader"

"oppoaition

-'..\.r| Stﬂfﬂl

people

Covmamarling Uypt—etasses—bul tymé&-@t#&dﬂmhumanixyﬂwa-Kalnai;
e Ny ans that Mistory 1s swayed by the tragle
Mpeller and eternal irrationality of racial strugele;

~ Bruck &has the strupgle can have no content of justice

for the inter=
but a
beyond the

and progress ... Not a struggle
pretation and shaping of social order,
turmoil of tribal life-forces, beyond discusalon,
pogsibility of solution"

-

"If men are taught and trained %o conslder their

Aurel ovm nation as a soverelgn delity, to disclaim any
Rolnal ides of spiritual community and moral order above

tundarstanding! between

and besides it, then all
15 docmed to futility.

the fggﬁinnﬂ themselvea!
h@&\gpegénﬂﬁgéhe."

"The peace of the Gospel and peace in history,
the peace of God and peacse in the world, have
nothing to do one with the other"

"ot a 'ecommunity of men of free will' bul
victorious war is the social ideal...it i=s in
War that the State displays its true nature"

Professor E. Kaufmann

“; universal organization in which there 1s no
place for war-like preaervation and déstructlon

of human existence, would be neither a =tate
nor an quire: 1t wonld lose all political
character'

Professor C. Schmitt
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"The Protestant theologian Althaus puts
the problem in the following manner: Yiie
cannot think of our nationhood without

Aurel Kolnai thanking God. In the national division
Tl of mankind we recognize the abundance of
His creative power. But neither can we
apeak of our nation and the natlions without also thinking of
antagonism in history, of strugale and death ... The formation
of das Volk also demands wrathful separation from othersf...s.
Nobody in human history can stand faithful %o his nation
without also being oblige

iged to conform to the stern, dark ruth-
less law 'Nation against nation'!
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