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Tdli PARADUX OF FREEDOM 93 6, t;
Ashfield,Kent. ( Easter Conferen ce of MMM Birkbeck College,

/ §.Call. Groudy~F2 |
T |

Introductions

At a time when freedom and lxberty seem to be ata dlscount 3

shouldlike to assert tune _unigque ands@urheme importance and v

value ofthe principle 6ffreedom.

I will do this by mainting three propositions B
ae tuat the EHHHNNHNEENNNHN present wnild cridis’, |

mainly uiih the problemof freedom,
be that this cris®s has arisen out of past efforts of man
kind to acunieve more ample freedom;
Ce and that this criesis can fiund its solttion only
/ HMEMVNEYMAVRMN inthe direction of fuller freedom.

We will deal first with the past, thenwith the present ,'.i[w
lastly w1th tne future. '

. AS . =

ﬁ/ Western cive. has argsen s} vast move towards a greater
R = sel?- determinatian of man ( renaissance, huvanism y MEFHMRE
etc
a; to fr-ee him foom the bondage to Nature 3
Ity _> ( science , technology, machines, the
( industrial age
b e be to free nim foomthe bondage tﬂman i.e. tc Prince
oit de 1f' homme rights of c:lmzensh\4
- i - con% titations, (=
(7& v:A&bv)V.z;q agx 15 b U’rw) k\(\() IS8 o_f.u—\f.-] St resp., »

Pirst vphacses a vast expansion of freedom Apncer the iadershipﬁof
the machine
ECUNOMICS the owner_pf these chhlnee.( a new class )

|

POLITICS , representative democ racy

: |
ahyéggg of harmony:increa®ing seclf-determination under |
the leadersnip of the owners of the new meansof pré@

Second p&hse the new prlnupleGFQreedOQWork out tueir 1mpllcat10‘§.:
ECONONMICS free competition leads to mono)gpoly; fi

free property rights lead tothe exproppietion of
the masses( yeomen , craftsmen e&e J!

POLITICS univereal suffrage leads to a growing infi&HEE of;tb
disposessed classes 1in gepresetnative imbtzﬁﬁin%
a phase of grw ing tnsion and unrest : the pribce for !

. . 1ncreascd freedom hﬁ:f£ﬂ=%' ayed.
W W ls >p y

INCOMPAT IBLITY BETWHEN g&%A ¢ hAIN PATHS TO FREEDOM, ¢ |
THE ECUNONIC AND THE PULITICAL.










2. The pa-adox of freedom ( cnt.)

m PART II  THE PRESENT,

Tine incoupat blll:

between Capitalismand Democracy is therefore

not @ purely Bawbeewearodid, indeed 1intheir nature tueyare both part
of_”) mov € towrads feedom . & p WA g
ey taala (¥, atel, (A/,L w‘?ao,rf/& ‘%{4‘
:A/ The natureJ;;7ﬁ:gyau€g£mauns economic sile re | gobegﬁzgit& 157;wn
a; coplete y new tuing , unknown to earlier times. laws)

b: dissociated fromthe religbus sanction of socletﬁ
2 — — ¢t infinitely more fatﬂeful thanbefore, because of the vastly
& T o increased interdependeunce of regions, functlons, et c.
,  ds especially: new:motive( profit motive ) 8, -— &
— es vastly iner._eased powe coffer MMEMMMM lives of ﬁﬁe ;EZ%?é%TE
f: a rationalisationof human relatouns ips( cash nexus )
g: this system inherently vitiated by trade cycyé.( insecur.)
The na ture of an increasingly democractic polit ical giplere
a: 1increasing protective powers of the otate
bs . 9 regulative powers " =
€3 necessig? of protection against insecarity , against
prodOnged unemployment, against obvious injustives of
the system ; ( illusionbtm of % heatdheated"captialist ,
ofﬂﬁzvellling"outoftrade cycle,
of" equalising incomes " ( 2 redistribui
-tion of income by taxation ) =

d: the competetive system encompassing gregle& and gfgbter
units ( up to wole counbnemts);
the nedessityof protecting thevictims of tuis s¥ tem ; the
ienvitability of doin%g this with the hedbp of the

m 4; / political system;
entionism

BE/ The nature of IntervMMMNMEMM : Dostoieyski's paradigma .
The sum totgal of codsproduced — optimum;
vicaws - The sumtotgal of human frédomproduced. Alternaifve€: Handis
over mankind To the inherent laws ofthe /capfialist
mechjaliEM#nisms: nomnous

Capitdlism undermining democracy ( UsSeA., iBig Business agdnst
Washington- Continental mass-democarcies.-
Fas cism 1sthe movement against democracy because
Democarcy leads to wq\ng class influence ( Interve!
tion¢1m5¥

Demécracy tryingho get hold of the economic machinergy ( the factor
ries, inorder to safeguard the lies ofthe peohe/

C/ The naturﬂpf the Crisis: A sudden feelingbf insecurity inconseqence
of a_danger of the failum of boththe politicaland
the economic system

THE TWO SOLUTIONS : Antithetjiic .

o ;




ﬁ 3 THE PARADOX OF FREEDOM ( cut.)

PART III THE FUTURE.

The Fasgist solution: Abolishing the politcal sphere , the sphere of
freedom asa congpioliachievemnt, of responsiniMy
lity , of the freedom of man as against man;

 capilaligm™
Democarcy goes, fx becomes the whole
of societys ( Corp@falive state),

The Socidlét Solution 1is the democrativw solution; Exténsion, more effeé

téwve democracy; extended tothewholeof society.
THE EMERGENCE OFTHE NEW POLITICEMIO:=ECONOMICUNITSY.

(’The inevitability of war; the helpless nations., ( drifiéng )

: the new organs of ' internatonal economicsg the ¢
ﬂi New Natdomdlism, a consequencge of the politico~econo§l
/ units,

The two Lt#ypeskf units mutually exclusive intheir world
outlook a.the dembcratic socialist;
b,the fascist -capitallést,

Ihe non- democzatic units incapable of solving the prolbem
of war. The burdens ofthe inevitable economic disl |
locations (which follow from the necessary adjust-
= ments) can never be cartied by communities lacking |
~——_ in real unitiy.

~.
—

THE HIGHER TYPES OF FREEDOM., >

Freedom inthe economic spnere for ail . I.e. responsibility ,
comon conern , no antagonistic iuntcrests onwhich
standards oflife primarily depend.

Freedom to detéﬁine thé@ate of progress . Accumulation in capit
alism necegssarily automatice Pay the price , if |
you wantilf.to get the goods.

Freedom from the Dblind fate of nistory , ofwars and blaody |
conélicts o Freedomtobuild a universal community. ]
This freedomwe have not today. Enﬁﬁé%?éiflow of goods
is not under our control. Jorld peace can bé
brought about only by communilps whoare preape d to
pay the price and know what the price is, QND CAN
PAY ITe Our mnations cannot know it andcaummot pay it
: the price (/herr propace \cff%
This i the next step towards freedom. It willbetaken .Socialism does ndt
. come by economg or physiwal necessity. it comes by spifiupal ne .
olowe | cessity{ Mankind may fail ( econom ¢ or social laws do not ex-
clude tuis)e But thenit will perish pyssdcallyand MMNMME morrlly
beclase it has failed spit¥tually, --it  haee sacrificed its freedem
= w‘a—
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