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STUDSNT CHRISTIAN LIOVEMENT .

r

Week-end ;Corference at Strines Guest House, High Flatts
near Huddersfield, liarch 7th-Bth, 1936,

Syaopsis of thres talks by

Dr, ¥arl Pelanyi.

INTRODUGT ION.

The origlaal gensral title for this week-end conference
was "Is there a moral standards but Dr. Polenyi has decided
slightly to alter the cmphasis sand method of approach, and
to glve 1t the general title of

SOCIAL VALUSS TN THE POST-WAR WORLD

He is not concerned with the nerrower questions ef
personal conduet, and as "Qught I to be ! good't" or "Why should
I tell the 4ruth"% or "sShould T do this or that when I am
eerning my living in ipdustry or comusrcey” He is asking
instsad, "What kind of social life should I want myself and
E{ fellow men to 1ives” T am not an isolsted individual,”bBut
gIT the time I am maseting snd doing things with other people -
in short I am a member of a community. What kind of community
life should T work fore This 18 my great moral problem, for
I amnnct wish and work for conditions of life for myself alone,
but only for what it is possible for all my fellow members of the
gommuni ty to snjoy,. Why can'™t I? Because in lne cghristian
religion there are grest assertions about the Patherhood of God
and the Brotherhood of ¥an which I feel are right , and wnlch
I must tr¥y o follow: hRere is my moral standard.

Therefore, all the time Dr, Polanyl will be emphasiasing
the sogial values which lie at the heart of Christlanity. In
the first talk he will give an account from his great knowladge
of Central Durope, of how the community life of the working
class of post-war Vienna was wransformsd after the war until the
sttack of Lollfuss in PFebruary 1934. In the sscond talk he will
examine What has bsen hagpening to the world in the last decads,
end in the third he will ask what extensiong of community life
are possible and neoessary now in the light of his previous
analysis of Lhe world situe¥lon, and in what vays an irdividual
san prepare himself to exercise the right influsnce.
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Ar example of & change in life values ~ Post-lier Vienna,

The typisal Central Furopean pre-wWar wWorkirg class con-
ditions of life.

Brﬁgk, low amusements, gawbling, racing, week-end crime
roll. '

The post-war echonge in haolts, standards, tastes, recreations,
cutlook and responsibilities.

a.s. drop im aloohol content of liguor consumed of over
0% batween 1928 and 1938, following upon a previous
reduction betwesn 1923 and 19E7.

The change came through the young. The so-called "Youth
Movement' completely transformed in Auvstria and sxtended to
includs (a) all age grades up to 40 and 50.

{) many aspects of life.

(o) the working cluss population.

The sigrificanes of the new Lyps of life.

The emphasis shifted from the urban, industrial and
artificial backegrourd of life to that of a morse natural
existence, Hatursel enjoyments are bouand up with the
jdea of common human eauality -~ all ean enjoy them, and
"what is not possible for evary member of sociaty to
enjoy is not worth enjoying”. nprivileped™ en’oyments
were rejected. The respect felt for natural surround-
ings was shown in behaviour - no litter, no despoiling
of flowaring trees and bushes,

"Tg be, not te haye". This "open alr life"™ emphasised human
Gquality. :
Fersonal valucs emerged. The working classes were
physically reconditioned. 4 new idea of sports argse -
the record replaced by the team spirit, and this in
turn widezed to include tho mags. Individusl achieve-
ments wers low, but large numbers took an active part -
mass mountainesring, skiing, sWimming, cress couaniry
relay ragss, Towne practically emptisd over the
woek-end. :
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The chahge Wa$ not due to"preaching"{the pre-war teetntal
movement almost édemsed after ths war) but to deeper undep-
lying reasons. ‘

1. The orgenisation of life in $he eity was based on
the ides thet the poor man is the formal man, The
wealthy hed to fend for themsélved snd & "upaial
inferiority complex™ was sroused in them,

€. olgh standards/were maintainad in spite of low /of culturs

incomes, The real needs of the wage-sarning ¢lass
were brought to Thelr consciousness, Thers was oo
gicouragemsnt of imaginary needs (no imitation of the
.leisured olassss) and all the activities of the Vvienns
County Council were directed towards the furtherance
of the life of the poor,

B Political power provided the working classes with a

sense of social importance; the setting up of the
post~war Austrian state was their achlevement: they
felt it to be their mission to leed. soclety towards a
neW order, and this gave them a moral backbone.

Three conclusions can be drawn from all this,

t. 4 rapid chanpge in the life waluea of the mas:z of the
population is posaible in our time,

2« But such changes requirs a previous change in the
buckground in which life is set.

%s Then we see Chriatien vé]ues and standards of morals
asserting themsslves : :

coolooo

The outlook of the wurld in the }930'5,

We must noew try to define the World situation in objective
LHrms. 7 :

l. We are llving in a time of vast, radiecal, almost
unpracedentsd change.
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The Wiar and the Peace Lreaties are matlers of the
past - their historieal importance is reducsd when
compared With the events of the peried 1985-3h,
Thsse are.

(e} The wovement towards a (o-opsrative Stats in
Ttaly, whien really got going early in 19E5.

{b} The Fivo-Year clan in Ruusia (1928).

{c] The World Sconomic Crisis (1989} leading to the
abanrdoment of the Gold Standard by Great Britain

and U.S8.4. in J93) and 1933 respectively, end sventually
to the destruction of the International system of

trade, currency and capital investment.

(d) Emergencs of National Sociallst Germsny (Jan, 1933},
fe) The New Deel regime in U.S.a. (1933)
The socclal orgenisation of blg counirles is changing

to & degree whiech only a short time age would have bsen
consldered 1mpesslble. ;

The main morsel problem of our time consistes in facing the
responsibilities of a rapidly apd unexXpsatedly changing
social werld,

0000000

Tha essential problems facing the individusl in ths

ghangins Tndugtrial givilisstiprn ol the 1%30Ts.

Jur political ordeur has bacome incompatible with wur
GCONOMLC Order,

i.

In polities thers is 4 drive towards inereasing
sglf-determination and responsibility for sach
individaal,

n egonomie life the private ovwrsrship of the reans
of production makes it impossible for the individual
to share in the responglbility for the producticn

of material goods,
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The rasults of this are--
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Nationally. 4 sonflict between Democracy in poli-
Tical T1fs and Capltulism in sconomio life, through
Whloh neither functions properly and the comrunity as
a whole suffers. '

Internetionally., Wars are inevitable: they can

oe avoided only if na%ions adjust their economic life
v0 international eco-opsration, and this means serious
dislocations from time to time in sach eountry - whieh
is Just what i{s impossible at the moment, for the
national communities lack the moral unity which 18 |
noeded to share the burdens which such soonomic dis—
locations inevitaly throw on important sectons of the
populatign, : .

We have therefore reached 4 stage At whieh the lack
of real community inside the national system destroys
the working of both the national snd the internationsl
systems.

Thus the Christian convietion about the Brotherhood
of Wan is confirmed.

The fundamsntal need of our time is, therfors, for a
higher degree 0f community - and because of this objective
sltuation the transformation of our sconomic system is a
naegssity. .
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Thus the problem {s set - but ¥he solutions may be
different.

We cannot limit the possibilitics beforehand; ™higher™"
and ".owsr" solutions are possible, and the actusl
solution will dspend on the strength of the moral
foraes aveilable.

dere the individual comes 1n - 1t may depend on him
whethsT The "AigherT or "lower" solution is reslised.

Three points on which individual preparcdness is all
important to securs Lha "higher™ zolution,
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The profit motive 1n industry.

The individual is oftun prepared to "saerifice"
his own private monstary intsrest, but sinecerely
doubts Whether othurs would follow suit; the
sxpression of suéh a doubt invelves great moral
Tresponslpility, '

Tha interferenoe of government in industry.

This 1s morally inoviteols 1n spits of cconomie
dlsadventages often attached to 1it, Yat unless
1t is wholehzartedly supported by those in respon-
8ible positions in ipdustry, the intervention is
Fractically sabotagoed. Consatraint then becomes
lnovitable and "higher" solutions are excludsd,

Sooial strife and class igsuwas,

The wages sysium makss periodicsl labour disputus
insvitable; indcod it is part of the classic method
of fixing wages at present. Thess signs of soclal
strife are only sympterws of thé underlying lack of
comomnity in soclecty 8 & whole

B¢ The value of %he Christian withess.

FARL TOLANYT,
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