(The translation -f this material inté words of nod more tham two eyllables
and its illustration frem the saylngs of Jesus and actual presemt ~day
facts will much enlarge it. lLomg abstract werds are hore used t0 save
tlHlﬂ .F“-)

Igbrpduction The declsions et Cembridge and thelr siznificence.
I. Ihe Chrigtian Loft in the juxilisry . Two aspects of its lmsediate
w

tosk

{a) Relation to other groups there. Ita own congarn for the
moaning afd relevanse of Claristienity, wideh is first and Torescet a
religious responsibllity. Mence ocur desire to put owr view before them snd
$o diseuss it in wandid fellowship. To us it is wrgent and compellinmg, =
dght from the gospel in the present situatiom. Ve also desire to
work with other groups, such es the Jhureh of the Futwure, upon auy
pragtigal tasks to which we sre led by cur comvistioms and the b,
theirs, believing that kkmy o follow comverging paths to the saus poal.

(b) “elatlion to groups cuteide, whoe find themselves ceupelled
to the same practicnl action, but unswere of its basis in the teashing
of Jesus, hostlle teo the existing Chureh, purtly becuuse of &tes fallures
avd partly beenuse of thelr owm one - sided idea of religion as merel,

other worldly.

1. Zle meaning of Shrisiisnlty The message of Jesus iw for the whels

of uz{,_, here pxl now, shows it 10 be essemtially persomal and spiritusl
« hange the comson division betwoen sacrod snd seqular is really

blasphemous. (A young and wodorn sudiouce, used to thimking in philoscpiie
and sclentific turms would here respond te the anslpeis in the third scetiom
of the"itrusturs ¢ leligious "xperfense” 'n older sudlence familier with

;,.
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theolofloal ideas and terms would probubly respond better to the poinmt that duslism
‘u gn angiewt horesy, implyins that Jod 1s in only pertial eomtrel of the Usiverse)
Hote the iromy of"Render untc Jessar 8e." If we rendered to Jod all that is 1ds , O
Jassar would soonm be put into his right plase. ‘his stress upom the persomal cemes out
in all Jesus' sa inge or doinge, in hins dealings with individusls, their needs and d
duties, in his inslstence that the grimary religiocus obligations upen us all is that
of Love; hemce His two great ccmmandmonts whieh put pursemsl reletions with Sod amd
iaa in the cemiral place., Mots the univarsallising of wur obligations in the parable
that follows, in respomse to the lawyers attesmpt to"jJustif "himself; every word
of this perable 1s worth deteiled comuent in thie conmection.

he Uberslising effeet of thds dootrine 1s cloarly seen thr urhout the
Christian period of history, inm spit ¢ of the lmparfest understanding and timid
hesitation on the :ﬂ.}n;rhil followars - the leaven ﬂdn:,.’lmuim the lump .
Ve mre still sosing the Troakdowm one by ome of ithe gpreat divisionms in the mmsna
race vhish Faul emumernied, between alave and fresm , beiweon Jow and Jomtile
( and othor similer raclal diseriminstions between mole and feumle, s combrary to
the spirit of Jhrist. “ueh soelnl and politiesl edvancs in this direstiom that we
hmve 0 far seem is the ¥ riking out ¢f this oonception of humen mature and only in

a completely demceratid seeiety ecan a trus Clristien Chureh come fwto existeme.

III. The present qrigly * Uponm us the ond of an age is come; J'ristians must go forw=
ard to the next step or be faithless to their Mewter. In any ease the transfermmtion
of soclety will take place, the oreative will of Ood will esrry out Mis purpoee .

That Christianity ‘s really their.enemy is clearly seen by the amti Christian
forces of ouwr day vhe parsecute the most gliyp and astive of the Clwigtian bodies o
oppossd to them and leave alone those who, fuithless to the truth, esspremise with
raglslisn and laporislésm (Comtrast here, or most likely in smewer to guestions, the
Communigt attes: on dond shurcheg,)




' ¥hdle the imperfeciions of such demograg: as we have is the nomin 1 pomt of attack,
the real stimulus to it is the danver (to them) thet it may further develop in the
diregtion of Mbirty, Justics and Froternity, as the growth of working elass
erganisstion and edusation indicates +hat is the resl lesue in the world at larsze
moet vividly seseu by us elose at howe im —=urope at this momeni, The demogrutis
organisation of soelety has remched o polut whure 1t can wo longer work eoffestively
withoul a reconstustion in comuores and industr. im a sooialist direstion; mereo ver
the use of the resources of the world for tho moods of all its people ean only be
wisely planned on intermatiomsl lines, Unless we procesd vith thds development, catas-
trophe is bound to ocme and time is gottiing short. Mem of goodwill in all perties
farseslng indusirisilists and elvil sarvamtis arc all swere mdxkktznextxsings

that this 1s the maxt stafe; working cless orgerdsations are pledged to werk for 1%,
But 1t mears 2 readiness to share, to redjust, to give up privilege eand uafair
sesurity, to seok no more for one than for all; hense the vest d intarests, whish
would lose so mugh powers gver our lives, appeal t¢ ipmorenges and fear, te inmertia
and lagk of Lmagimstion and love of imequality that is se deep im th -nglish temper.
By sush means Faseis: in all ite forms comes inte belng, wuinly trying to stem the
tide and to chesk the matwrel development of comsunipy. ‘e need mot leok abread for
our exanples; ouwr vigllamce is meoded close at hows and in the empire, Study fuwr
exauple the changes in the resruitment of poimiee from 1919 cusards, the Trads
Disputes Aot of 1927, Dritish lorelgn Foliey from 1931, the Imeitement te
Hdaaffestion lel, espeeislly in its first unamended form, the subsidising of
Industry(ef the pragiise of the “elmar ‘epublie) the mase trials ia South Vamles,
the books that may not be sent to Indis,

V. 1he egll o Chrigtisng A erisis is an opportunity; the lebour movement in Tngland
in all ite forms and organisations has never beon anti-religious nor auti~Clristisn




.wwmmnuutmmu-mmm.
sspedially wvhen thelr siscerity 1o verified by setion. “eubers of the “uxilisry have
a speclal task of luterpretation. Mat thea mus we dol

a) 30 beok with these problems im mind to the symoptic Jospels, espesially
to the most diffieult and puszliing of the swying s of Jesus. Jook his mind wpen all
our problems) temper our spirites to the cowrage and patiense nesessery, begause the
Job is mot poing to0 be easy. Yo shall be between two [lires, sitacked by those vhe
o not want to be reslists im their religiom and by these whe wart to keep out its

influence from thelr politics. (See laamuray in the Tth. lews -heet)
b)

Soe the prosent Llssue glearly and d met evade it cur {ranchise and
freecdem involwe ue all in rosponsibility, The main p int is simple: Cloristiam
Demoorasy v. amti Christian Fuscisam. Ignoramee of teshnicalitics cammot axcuse us f
from decisions in sueh a erisis, vhen we have votes an' mean to use tham, "Izmerance
is mot immocenss but sin". Ve ought as Christians to know the fasta of 'wur WI'
1lives and of the political and industrial orgaulsstion vwhich smmeshes thamx us all,
'S need only begin from owr own doorstep to find oui the wuth.(Mere a speaker should
be primed with some loeul and relevent fegts and groblsms. |

o) linke a deliberate use of ouwr imazination in cagparing the cireumstances
with those of the unaaployed, our odusation with that of the maseesj in questioning
the privilesos that we take for granted, the division between classes that we ascepiy

in penetrating the underlying rensoms for these diffwremces and for mny instingtive
resistance or reluctanse that we feel to this whele process.

d) Take a stand of somwe kind, make the next 4ifficult gholice, uniertake
some definite mstiom as led. Jet inte toush with some sceiety workimg at a prestical
one 1o bepin with, o.z2. a loosl housing survey in commegtion
with the Aet of 19235, n oure comuittes, a Lesguo of Hatioms Union “yensgh. inyone de-
vo

mg:“.::a. work loeally might usefully get ia toush as an Assosiate with the
Givil L Couneil. Jet elear about hte purty lssue and line up; do mot weit €11l

an eloction. Take part in protests whioh keep govermserts alive to public oplniom,




Tre Ubristisn Left hes erisem out of the recommition of the relizicus
of the preosent oritlenl stage In the treasforuation of soclety.

Religion, wo beliuve,is our ettitude t¢ reality ve wwiole, and 40
notking lsss than the whole j ewr aifltule Lo this veality is, in genayal
Seras, 0w relation 46 Jad, wad in parfloualy temad, our relation te o1l peresns
without emeeptlion. "o believe Uut ho busld truth aboul ssun 1ife, diseoversd
by Jesus, 13 that san only llude his true natures in cosamion with e fellow
men; that thds esmsadon 1s alflrwed or dended Ly Viw waser in whdeh the
moan? S0 The full develo mant o. ovary parsem are produgsed snd made svellable
to all. Yo belldlove Uwl the true maiure of men 15 wow asearting iteclf f= the
dogire for a» ergondention of secliety vhich will guwsrastes to sll men overy-
where the yoosibility ofi s realuissticn of tyue Mmuma gomawmity, "o belleve
el the nart stey 1 the trumslenmtiion of scglety will be the formstiom of -
soudalist scelely, owl ws Lierefors regard curséives zs the relirisus slliise
of polities) ‘oclaliss,

mz:i'- A




Nemorandum Ne 1. I

A CHRISTIAN LEFT.,
The urgesncy of the situatien.

It 18 unnecesscary te emphagize the eritiecal nature
oft the peried of histery en which we have entered. The
threat of war, the rise eof Fasclem, the general sense of
insecurity are symptems net merely of unsettlement but ef the
release of forces which are likely te change the Tace of the
world.

This memerandum represents a bellel that in the criesls
tewards which we are nmeving ne alternatives ether than Seclalism
or Fascism lle before usg that the dmmands ef the werking classes
for a decent stundard of living, demands which have petially been
met in the past by pelitical demeeracy in the pelley ef secial
sarvices -- aB against the undemecratlc contrel of the ecenenmic
machine by private interssts-- have new reached & cruclal stage:
and that elther the undemecratic sconomic contrel will capture
the pelitical machine, &8s in Faseism, er the community must
contrel the ecanomic m«chine, as in Beclallsnm.

The greup frem whom this memorandum has enanated further
nelieves that peace can en'y be secured by econonic ceeperation
hetween demecratic countries, and that ne class soclety could
bear the strain ef the econenmlc dislecatlien which thlz adjustment
would invelve: fer an intelereble burden weuld bs threwn en the
produeing classes aljieugh theg DesBess ne respensibility under
the present system. Th~ centinuance eof the presenti order, even
on & liberalized basis, ls net therefere a third pessibllity.

We are approaching & st.ge when a full demecratic conirel ef
industry and a classless soclety must be created.

Th® next step tewards the rexlization of universal cemm-

. unity, and the removal of the war threat, lles accoerdingly in the
econemiv field., But the main ingtrument ef this tranafermatien
of econonic 1life must be at present pelitical. Altheugh this
memerandum 1s written from the Christlan standpeint -~ by these,
indesd, whe are convineced that Christian principles have a vital
part to play inh the reconstruction eof seclety-- 1t dees net

sugg st that any Christlan greup should seek to attaln pelitical
pewer. The creation of a nenecompetitive, coemmunity-contrelled
econoTy and the bullding up ef a classless soclety 1s political
work, and pelitical werk must be dene threugh the pelitlical
medium.

o |

Fhe responsibility ef Christisns,

The need for Socialism is urgent. Events are meving rapldly,
and unless the consciousness of men and women is awakened we miy
be swept inte the chaes of war. It lshere that theose Christlians _
whe already reallze that a classless society ic the enly foundation
of the Kingdeom ef Heaven on earth have a responsibility which must y
net be avelded. Werking threugh the pelitical machine they can

appeal to a constitueney wider than any whiech a pelitiecal party

—
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wil]l nermally reach.

But there is a further respensibility reeting upen Christians
Phese changes will take plawe in the economlc fleld, but the
Christlan Pbelieves that the ecenoric relationshl)p betwesn men
is nelther the sole ner the fundarenisl basis ef mociety. Therse
15 the love relatlionship, and the relatienship of the individual
to the whole (te Ged). The Christiin 1z able Lo ceoperate
with these in the Scciallst Movement whe do net aceept the
Chrisftian clzim ne less fully becaune he sees in the ceming
of Soclalism & significante which the secularist cannet adalt.

A nev movement.

Nething is mere needed at this mement then o nodern squav-
1mt te the medieval mission of the friare, & call te the
consclence of the nation, & call teo the c¢omaciousnese of the
working classes, a crusade which will stir pen and somen out
of their lethargy, which will glve & pwpese Lo Lhese whese
minds are at forssent in cenfuslon, and shich wlill teach them
t0 reslize that the caming el the Kingdem of Heaven belengs r@t
to the remetes future 2t to owr own Limea,

In such = work sccleslaatical diffsronces anomyg Christians

must net be alloewed to stand in the way. Men and women are
neelsl £ soesk wut strest-cerners «nd an village (reens, in halls

—
and in pulpits. Both clepgy and lalty have work Lo de, by
vrltten and eral oropazinds. A new usted, a now visiem; are
sggential 2t this m }"‘?."3‘;'1'17” 1f the mesadl o he *.':"r;.“e:b_g-j_

B

which to soas will be & atumbling-bloenk e =ams feeliszhneas.

The zuthers of this merorandum are in touch with several
groups and indiwiduals alresady engaged in work ef this nadtiure:
theres are =1se cert«in Christlien Seclallat socleiies wila an
honeured racordl. What is Be impressive & lecture of Lhease
greups 18 that althourh they have cems inte sxisience separately
and are working independangly, they have woerked out the same
conclusions, thaey ars filled with the same sense ol the need for
actiont they hive formed indéded a coem on mind.

This showe that all thess croups are in rex 1ty oart ef
& larger and a naw movement. What 1s being contemplated is net
2 new erganlzatien, but the provisien ef & centre in Loanden
vhere help can be given te aull the activities Which make up
thies movement. At such & centre the preblems cenfrenting the
moyement can be surveyed as a4 whole.

If you are in general sympatny with the aime which aires here
outlined, you are asked to write &t eonce, giving your nume and
and address to

I'HE SRCRETATY C.L.
38 ONSLOW CARDENS, Lenden 5 W Te

It is expected that the reprlies will be tLoe numerous te
acknowl edge indivldually. Bt a secend memorandum will be
sent te you in due course, explainin/ more fully what stepse
it 18 intended to % . Existiing erganizations which are
prepared te conslde seclating themselves with this schenme,
sheuld alse write to the above address, glving particulars as
to their constitution &c.




The %t Lelt 1s « mevement whiech should be alleowed te
evelve a2 freely as possible. It sheuld not therefors be
organized from & centre, for Af this 1= done, other groups
will arise whiech, theugh werking for the same eblective,
cannoet subseribe te every detail of the membership cualif-
lcation which the centre has defined. Disunity will thus
be ¢rexted in vhat 1s asctually ene movement.

Our immediite need is te preovide a Councll which shall
&L as a Centiral Mind te the Yovement and shall be reprasent-
ative of all the zetivities in the Movement., The Council
wauld exiel to advise as te, er direct, the policy of the
eroups sngagei in such setivities, te lssue or give an
iwprimatur te 211 literature preduced as Xt Leff JreDaf anda,
and to deal with issues which concern ths Yovemsnt af & whole.
But 1t sheuld netl declds what basis ef meabsrabl) or what
metnods of activity the aetive groups arse to wdopt. The
Irecess, on the camtraryg would be that <«wch proup in applying
for affillation would state the naturs of 118 aetivites and
membershid qualification, aml the Council would dscide fhether
theas w ra In uccord with or contrary te Xt Left Prineiples
and would grant er refuse affiliatien aceordingly. A given
nuRber 2f sedats on the Cewnecl) would be siven teo each affiliat-
a8 oMt

inls method weuld adnlttedly tnyolva lefinitian af X%
Laft prineiplins, «s the standard on #ilch Lhe decistons af the

Council would be made, But 1t 2houdd e 2 definlilon az wide
&8 DorgibDle, “o ae to inelude nod ons ™Mt varia WDer of

£*2'ps. On the one hand it wust sxelude both the nen-Christian

sucanitarian « the reformist Xtian: en tas athe~ hand 1%

- L Imoruee Ttianng 13 Delong to o Xtian or-anlization. Napy

mus’ the definition HY» 89 Ffram:d &8 ta confins the Xt Left

3 the peliticcl pregrumme 2" wny one Dalitien) Dariy.
Father Irede?d’! alt coens Lo me to supply « pomsilile

Dasle Tor one pf the ¥t Laft active grount. I the Ceouneil,

L |
whieh eught first to be formed, sheuld not de a unit deslgned
e ta¥es Dart in any cuch activites. It chould wir«ct, but net
itzell enigage 1n an active om relirn.




If the prineinls of this Counci? 1 acoepled 1te sonstitution
heuld ba drefted on this basis.

I« The purpose of the Xt Left founcil s wuld be defined as
that of uniting these Chrletiane whe balisve that the W11l er
God 1s revealing itsell In the world-orisis as the ersation of
2 communlist civilizatien malnly tareugh the medium of the
woarking.clazse nmovenent.

<+ Ths Counci Lo consist of (aix) Neminatad Menbars and {tws)
Representative Meabere from each, «nd slected by each, eof the
affilisted grope. The total nunber of ths Council not teo axecesd
(15).

Je All menbers of the Council te ratire &b bae annaal meet
to be held 1n (Jwme). The Nominated Xembers 19 be 2]eeted by
the retirving Couneil.

4 The Counell must le given Iull power te grant or refuse
“PPlication for «ffillistien, and te cancsl axisting alffiliations.

5 Literaturs %0 bs fsaned zn Xt Left Ppropaganda —ust Dbe
pubtmi tted Lo saech member of tie Council and approveld Wy (£) of
the werbers,

G« The Couneil must Lo glven A1 207er %o declde all cuestions
Mich 11 considers afTeot the Hovenent ar o vwhole: aut 1t should
Do statal that 1% has no vewer £ interfare 7ith thes wuteneny ef
the affiliate? ~vouns,

T+ Provision nust be made for olismast ns o7 rules, and this,
"1tk 211 (gestions of »ol ley & Do deeldsd sho? ear on an
Sfende Lo be clreulatied guony &1l sendars of the Conncll net less
W & weak Delore thie m ating .

De Tha Counell should be given Dowar 4o eupolnt 1% owmn
chalrmun anl sseralary ie,

The cuastions of finunce, ars theref ve of Wy suhseripte-
fon from a*fil%at unite, ney have Lo be consiceral. Also, it
way be neecacsecry te Lrovide for ilselated Indtwl i d: rhe »ish te
he 1inke’ te the Movement.,




The Xtian Left takes: its start frem the religieus
gituatien of man, The relevance of Marxian sociolegy 18 that ig nel
helps to eludidate that situatiem. This hasnothing incommon W th dial
ectieal materalism whieh is regarded by many to-day ( though not by

indeed, the
purselves) as the cornerstoneof Marixian phislopshy. miiiipm descirpiion
of the Christian Left pambtkammmeriMsmmins as prinarilyMarxist maces it
alms t impossible te umderstand ltsmessage,
This expalins why the Christian Left does nottryte <formuate
its pse item eitherin tradionaly Chritian noriatradionally Merxian tTer:
terps, it does net intend te appeal either Lo theauterityef the%h

rigtan nor of theMarxian dogma, It is anattempt te state the relgien

situation f man jrrespeetive of whether sucha de secpriton wuld

t L
be i!ﬁﬂiﬁ;ﬁiﬁ Chrristan or Marxumman,
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If the prinelple of this Council 1s accapted 1ts sonatitution
thould bs drafted on this basis. A

s The purpese of the I§ Laft Council should be defined as
that of uniting thoae Christians whe bellisve that the Will of ':
God iz revealing 1%celf in the world-erisis as the creation of
R commmist civilization muinly through the medium of the
working-class novementie.

2« The Councl’' to conelst of (six) Noumlnated Nembers and (twn)
Representative lsnbers from sach, and elected by sash, of the .
?rfllint-d grops. The Lotsil number of the Council not te axesed

15)

3¢ All nenbers of the Council its retire at the amual meoting
t0 be held in (June). The Neminated Hembers to be slected hy
the retiring Council.

4¢ The Council must be glven full powsr Lo grant or refuss
appliestion for affillation, and teo cancel existing affiliations.

S Literature %o be lssued as Xt Left propaganda nust be
submitted to each menber of the Counell and approved by (§) of
the membsrs,

6+ The Council must be given M1 power o declde all wuestions
shich 1t considers affect the NMovemnet as a2 whole: 'mt 1t shoudd
be stated that 1t has no power to Interfere with the anteneny eof
the affiliate? groups.

7 Provision sust bes made for «lterutions o7 mles, and this;
with all cuestions of poliey t De dbdelded ahould sppear on an

to be cireulated swong all members of the Council net less
than a2 week befere the neeting.

S+ The Council shouldl be given power %t a«ppoint 1ts owm
chalirman and asserstary o.

The cuestions of finwnee, and therefore of any subseript-
ion from affiliated units, may have to be conaldered. Aloe, 1t
nay be necesseary to provide for iselated individusls whe wish te
be linked te the Yovement.

-‘I




-

-

Notes on a talk with Dr. Tawney
February 12th, 1936,
"Authorised version".

Dr. TE'-.'.”’].E':,. thought that K.P. E.l'l{fl. J <M.
right when they spoke of "erisisg" and chm:c&“, and when they
gald that the chioice was about spiritual issuss. He pointed out
that PFasclsm, at any rate in 1ts German manifestations, was
already disdovering that it was inconsistent with Christianity
in any form, and was going back two thousand years for its
religion. He thought the crimes of National “ociallsm arosse
from i1ts essential nature, whereas the crimes of Cormrmnism as
sgen in Russla were crimes of emergency. On the other hand, hs
was sirongly of the opinion that what was required was that
ooclalists, speclially the younger people now coming into ths
Soclialist movement, should take their Socialism seriously, and
that mere werhal "left-wingism", when unaccompanisd by solid
work, was sometimes demoralising to the individuals concernsd,
and not much help to the Socialist Movement. "Work at your
Socialism" might be our message or slogan.

were essentlially

On the questlon of the need for a Socialist Christian
group, he thought it would be very useful. Its existsnce need
not at all precludse the formation of a Christian political group
to bring together such persons of all parties asz are prepared to
think out the splrituzl issues behind the political = economlce
guestions of the time and come to thelr decisions.

e thought that, 1n any case, the formation o1 Soclallst
and other Christian groups was almost inevitabls, as and when
people form strong convictions they naturally want also to meet
with people who haed made the samé decislons, to work further on
thelr faith.

He did not think the Auxiliary should itsslf become the
Soclalist Christian Group. He did not believe in mass conversion
or "baptism by the hose” but that a convinced group should draw
people in as individuals. He was inclined to think that 1t might
be wiser in the long run to start a new group for a new gener-
atlon and in an atmosphsre which 1s very greatly changed rather
than to amalgamate wilth existing groups. He agreed that peoplse
were vague as to the nature of Socialiam, but thought efforts
such as @ Camp were important because they showed that pesopls
were enlarging their conceptions of Sociallism and working out new
gualitlss of 1life.
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He was a little pessimistic about the strength of
public opinion as a positive force. He thought it had
developed a most important power of veto, but doubted its
power to effect construetive changss, s, F the natlonal-
isation of the mines or the bringing into being of ths
right kind of Education Bill, but added TClﬁarly in this
country we should work dﬁmncracy for all it is worth'.

He was very lnsistent that the present tension between
political democracy and autocratic capitalism was bound
Go break, and that this in some measure constitutes the
crisis, i.,€., it may lead to a political crisis of consid-
erable magnitude. Socinlists of all psople should avoid

lolence, if only because, as far as can now ba foreseen
they are bound to be beaten. But of coursse, an upheaval,
such as would be produced by, 6.g. defeat in war, might
produce a different situation.

To summarlise:

He agreed with the convictions of our 'left wing'as
expressed by such leaders as J.M. and K.P. He was quite
clear that it was not wise to try to turn the Auxiliary
into something which it was not, but urgent that we should
do what we could to foster and provide positive hslp in ths
formation of the Socialist Chrisfian Group such as was
desired. Ths important thing iz i} not to risk “"robuking the
spirit”. The idsas of 4he "L aft-wing' Christlaus may be -the
version of thse truth most nseded by our gensration. ii) to
try and establish a high standard of seriousness. "Left-
wingers' should be made to understand that enthusiastlc talk
1s not enough, and that they ars entitlsed to indulgé 1in it
only in so far as they will really work hard in thinking
out the principles, and appllcations, of thesir creed.
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I heve been asked to summarize the essentlipl core of the Christism Left
MOSSAEED,

The success of the Christion Loft messope cannet be measured by its power
to change the ccurse of events, boeruse its very oexistenco depends om its
recognition of the crisis which the world has alrendy cntered, its acceptence of
+he aztreme probebility that universnl sceinlism can be achicved in the world
only efter & period of disaster for the foreces which are working for that end,
and its faith that that end will ultinately (if not in cur own timﬂ} be achieved.
our success cannot therefcre boe meosured by worldly standords. It depends on two
things alone, complete calrity, nnd complete commitment.

I will speak first about the clarity which we must have, the clarity which
we must achieve, or else fail in the task which has been given us. This clarity
is not primrorily oo intelleotunl one, though it must include intellectunl clariby;
¥e must know precissly where we stond; we must know preciscely where we differ,
on intellsctual grounds smong others, from o number of other groups with whom we
heve o genernl sympathy, ond who may feel themsclves that there is no renl
difference Welween their position and ours. However exoctly we stote cur positionm,
we mmsl exnect it to be confused not only by the outside world but by those who
are sympathetie to it with their own, Wo must know, not vaguely but with complete
elarity, whot our criticism of the crthodox Marxist position is; we nust lknow,
end be able to express, cur critiecism off the working olass movement in England,
not only for its failure to understend its religious tosk, but in ifts current
policy end sction = and in deing thot we must avoid giving the impression thet
we ere controctling out of our responsibilitics, thet we regard ourselves as
eritics rather than participants in the struggle, that we curselwvas, as a committed
part of the werking cless movement ere trying to excnerste ourselwves fir its
failures, It is, I think, equally importent thet we ehould know precisely where
we stend with regord tc Christienity in the churches. It i3 not enough to have
n goneral knowledge thet the messape of Josus has suffered dilstcriicn by the
early disciples, by Poul, by the Church, end by each succeeding eope, by whose
economic and inmtellectun] produjices it has been continuously worped and corrupted .
We mmust kmow whaet perts of the gospels are reliable from the peint of view of the
best textual criticism, or we shcll find curselves relying on uttersnces that Jesus
never made and our eritiecs will have sn cnsy tesk to show thet cur houses are
bullt upon the sand, ¥We must be ormed with onough dmowledpe to be able to
eriticise the frshicnable theologies ¢f ocur time, not becouse they are importent
in themselves, but becruse we necd to nttock the heresivs of to=doy if we are te
be effective in propcgeting what we belivve., We must not only insist that ergument
cebout the message of Jesus shall not be sidotreeked by reference tc 5. Poul -
we must elsc be oble to show (what many clergymen ore umwilling to admit) that
nlthoupgh the epistles were wrltten first, they ecotein less of the truth of
Christianity then the Gospels. These are some of the points sbout which we must
be intellectunlly clear. I have ncticed (in mysc¢lf nnd others) a tendency to aveid
clear stotements with regard to dopmos of the Churches, perhnps in order toc avoid
hurting other pesople's susoeptibilities, We must stote pleinly snd emphnticelly
that we think that the wvaricus characteristies of psendc-Christicsnity are not .
merely false, but they arc a blank denial of true Christiacnity. And tha¥y esven
where some of the dogmes cre true; they nmre sc emphesised cs to be false in effeot.
We must assert plainly that we do noct believe in the Virgin Birth, in the bedily
ressurection, in the supernoturel gencraolly, in vicarious otcnement, ete. Sometimes
the effectiveness of our messope will depcnd on our abllity to ssy excetly in
whaet sense we believe in Briginal 8in, We must be Intellectunlly elomnr, therefope,
but this is not enough, We must be clear 1n our feeling, in cur faith, - wo must
be religiously alerr. I do not find this very easy to explein. Let me put it
this way, We shall be useless if we take up cur position on purely intellectual
grounds = if we declide that we eannut be pncifists for such and such n renson,
that we cannct entirely accept the larxist pcesition for such and such remscns, il
that we differ from the ordinary Christien on certoin prounds. We must be nble |
to define our positicn in this way, but if this were all, we should be like a log
flcating in the sen, moved this woy fnd th:it by rn numbar of different currents,
its movementuopossive ond nepotive. We oupht to be like o swimmer,. gffected by
the currente, certainly, but with a dynemic of his own. Our posgition is religious
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not merely rensoned, but = position arrived et by intepretion, o perfuect unity
cf rongson ani emotion. The nntury of our belicf must bes personol and passioncte,
Personal in two sonses; personal, in thot we must hold it soch one for himself,
with on immediate and not a borrowedl owarencss of its truth; and personal, too,
in that it springs ultimately from our convigtion that reality is personel,
that the Christian Left exists becausc of thet helief, and thercfore the neature
el cur own personal relationships with othere as well as within the proup is
cf great impeortaonce, Important becaus. we can only live fer the liberation cof
human personality, if we ocursclves live by ik,

It is abowve nll nocessary ot the present timo thet we of tho Christian
Left should be cloar where we differ smmeonpg curselves, tlony menherr of the larger
proup would be able to subseribe to the statement submitted by five of us on
November Z0th.

"The Christimn Left was born cut of the inner necessity of recopnising
& religiﬂua experience, The content of this experience is in the convietion
that socialism in our epoch is tho expression of the Christinn forees nt work in
the world, It is the establishment of a sccialist society that will release
ossontinl perscnel living, OSuch life is possible toedny only by direetly
relating our lives to the brinping in of socinlism, Thus we find curselves sure
of Christicnity and nct anxious for its future. OQur sole concern is with the b
birth and future of the working clnss movement, the chief instrument of the

B.IlE.;tl""IEﬂ.‘tilvu.

Our existence is rooted in the certninty of the sipnificance of life
committed to sccinmlism. The Christian Left is the wehivlo of this message.
Through it we commit our time, means, enerry. beyon? the necessities of 1ife,
to the fulfilment of this messape."

lany members of the wider Christian Left could assert to all this stotement,

Where then do we disagrec? They would seay that n1thuu;h they themselves would
agree with the statement, the final clause relating te commitmert is as yet

inacceptable to soms and we should not frighten prospective menmbers awoy by
requiring such complete commitment.
The wider Christian Left is alsc somewhnt divided on its attitude tothe

churches, ZXany wish the policy of the Christisn Left to be decided on democratic
lines, that is by wote. There are severasl remsons why this “PtLF iretation of
demogracy is unsound, and why this method is quite unsuitable, %hen you heve
a mcvement econtaining memharu who have varying degrees of clrrlby, pnd verying
cegrees of commitment, those with most clarity are normally those who rre most
eply committed, and they will (in case of disarreement) be cutvotod by those
least committed. The movement therefore tends to become vapue, sand the hands of
the deeply committed becomo tied, 2) You cannct apply political methods in
a religious organisstion, You cennot work out o religious plan of crmpaign and
still less relipious beliefs by voting on them. Those whe think end feel and
believe os we do will join us, But we conmnot alter ocur beliefs if a thousand
members of the moin body deeide that they belicve something different.

I begen by saying that we required Clarity and Commitment, As I see it,
the mnin body do not lay stress enough on these two things. They went a broad
Christiem~Socialist movoment, which sllied with and a part of the sowialist
movementy will stem the tide of Fascism in this country, mnd so in the world,

The time is short, probaebly teo short; for the struggle is already teking plece
overtly in Spain end China; end if therv is a world wor, we would, simply beceuse
we ware one of the belligercnt countries, be compelled to submit to a form of
Fagcism in order to conquer Fascism., Only n movement which is perfectly clear,
perfectly united, and perfectly committed hes any chanee of winning through in
the ever-deepening crisis which we have alrendy enterod,

Whet is tho nature of cur commitment? Bricfly, it is to give up our lives
to the couse of sceinllism, We must do this with full recognition of the derk
night of despair snd feilure through which the couse which we serve is to poss.
As far ns it is possible for us $o rend the sipns of the times = and therc may
be factors of which we Mmow nothing - wo nmust be prepnrcd for Jdisaster, God
will not intervene ond esteblish the universal community by o miroele. Godle
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the humen sp*r*t is itself revolting epgsinst such e denial of itself, This
is not nwlv the ere of soocialism (socialism exists in the USSR) it is also the

It is not pessinism to recognise that the working-class movement mey

fﬁll in this country; it is failing now, 1t is not sasy to sesc fallure

minent, and yet to adhere completely to the movement which is failing to acecept
pur own responsibility, our own guilt, It is harder to accept a task, as we
mast do, which has no immedimte chance of success - whose sUcCess we can searcel]

cpe to see,

Hardest of nll, we are committed to a task which makes us liaeble to a kind
of inverted romenticism:- to regard ourselves as a saving remmant, called upon to
bear the banners of Jesus and Marx, in the time of the breaking of nations. e
sannot ¥now now what our task will be; we can only be fairly certain thet we shall
ell be dead before it is accomplished, We may be called upon, a3 Lenin said,
"to hunger, work illegally, end be anonymous"; we may heve to do some humble,
necessary but apperently insiginificant task; there may be cthers more adequate
than ourselves to do what we see as our tesk; or it may be that we, inadequate
as we are, with our insecures faith, our cloudy religious insight, our insuffi-
cent courage, may find ourselves alone, may find that no one of all thosa betts
gualified for the task, realises what the significence of Christienity is at the
present time, But there may be severzl hundred who understand, perhaps more;
end if there esre. it is our obvious tesk to get in touch with them, with anyone

who will commit themselves fully to what we belliove,

mrinred we are in the truth of whet we beliesvs, the more shattering

The only means by which we can hope to avold an iﬂ?ﬂmini:uE futility is by

B sznglh-mln :d commitment to the cause for which the Christien lLeft astends, and

a mutual commitment here in the Group.



