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They like

Bermondsey Wed. Nov. 9. 1938

L.Stedman - pyjama factory. Huﬁhininti

" 1 used to belong to a Chureh - and a Church Olub, = for eight years.
But I left. They didn't like you to diseuss any of these questions about
the ﬂﬂl‘kiﬂg elass and pnll‘hint- Any way 1t didn't “tli.'fr MOsoes"

I then mentioned the stuff of the enquiry - for the second time. Asked
if she was interested: i she would eare to help. She would,very much.
"But I should explain Lo you that i have never done anything of this sort
before. Only I should be glad to do what I could. "

I asked whether she had considered or studied socialiem at all.
" gh yes — I got ii stuffed énto me by my eldest brother" . I asked what
hw was. "A stevedore down at the docks. But he can't work now - his leg
was damaged. Lives on half pay. He's had a b ad time" Is he organised?
Af™M1liateod 4o snything? "He says "mo' , but I think he is all tha same - °
" And he belonge to the Left Book Club . Reads all the books. He doesn't
believe in my coing %o thess LCC clasees - says they are all one-sided and
really against the workerse But I tell him hé iz one-sided.” Does he
know what we are doing in our group, I asked. "Ch yes I told him. Especially
the talk sbout the Adetrian workers . That was an eye-cpener to me. We
didn't Imow sbout all that going om in Viema. When I was at school all
we scemed to lmow about Vienna was music and aristoerats.”

I enguired whether the workers in her part of the world really expected
anything much out of life or looked forward to anything. No, she didn't
thin: they did. (She had told me earlier ihat they organised their clubs etec.
very well, but thought politics and international affairs should be left "to
those that have the brains.” Then she said those who do take on any work =
"Jike those the' get on the borough couneil or such like, they soon forget
,mho they come from. I really believe they mever think about us any more.

mixing sociallfe've sesn some of that, haven't we? Well, I mean Jimmy - I Aftér a bit

she added "Look at my sister. She married a garage proprietor ; thay live
in St. Alban's. BSometimes mwe ro to soe her. Wel!, I've todd you what my
brothar is - "working class this " and 'working clase that'. Well, she
doean't 1like it. She slways says we makos this class business by talklng
about i1t , and we should give it up.’

We spoke also about her flactory - a smmll ome. 1 aslked 1T they were
organised. "No". GOould they be, I emquired. Here she looked at me for
a long moment ms much as to say “how mach can I trust you?", and them
said "I've got three or four I could count on.But we are memaged by our
boass'e dn.ughtur - about as old es me . And she doesn't like us to be too
ﬂl.l"l'.l'pl:ﬂ{m .

-+ (ht_wee Licse Hoary aackl




Janny Hammond L

28 Dewllish Hoed
Loyton E. 10
Fabe 21/39

Dear Krs. CGrant,

vr. Jardine sent me an enguiry, upon whieh I heve endesvoured
to make seme replies and comments.

I hope the enclosed mey be of some help to you, but I
think you should kmow they are the observations of one who has
had very little experience of trevel--sssocietion with middle-
»lass, end only en cleméntery school educetion=-up to 14 yrs.

Thamking you for your interest,

Yrs sinoerely

Jenny Hammond.
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UINUTES) NQUIAY COMMITI®E MERTING, April 22, 26 Fyeaombe Corner

Frasent were Yarjorie Young (Chairman), Ted Gdwards, Jean
“dwards, Jeannle MoComnell, Kemnneth Buir, Yery Mulir, Irene
Grant, snd leter in the meeting, Uonald Grant end Karl Folenyi.

Mioutes of the lest meeting read and scoepted.

Letters %o the press: It wes reported that soplees of the letier
Tod been sent Go:! lribume, Flebs, lighwey, ‘heatsheaf, Finghley
Fress, Firsreft 0ld Students, lilleroft Jld Students, Heoord
(1.6.7.0.), Powenrd, Hendon psper. 4 letter had besn sent to
the Herald giving Kenneth ingrem es referenscse, but no ansver

or results hed been received. idlghway nad rosponded

othervise no results of any kind hed ocourred from any of the
letters sent. A letter from Normem Chubb's contsots at Forley
College, regarding the Morley “ollege magszine and other matters
wvas resd, sad no aocti n in reference to it wee deoided om.

It was deoided to continue with the following: dJeam %o
sand to ¥illesden paper; Marjorie to Illi.n.sm irene will make
efforts with A.E.U,; Trade Union erst sannie will get
nemes snd sddresses, selcot about ¥ of most importent, and
Llinor will send letters to these.

Dogument: Copies have been senmt by Ireme to Memorial Club in
the mst ind, s group of about 50 members, mostly SEBEEEE
doeckers snd machinists, left wing people; %o darry <vens,
member of T.6.7,0. end C.F., formerly chauffeur in Spaln;
snd %o Lex Hiller, woriing in Birminghem Housing sstale.

lies to document: XEIlE 3 new ones had been received; to be
o end diseussed at next meeting.

with contsets: In view of the impossibility of getting
Deon 1 e oome to London, 1t was deeided to go to people by
oar, possibly taking slong a London contact, e@.g. ¥-s. Hemmond.
The Grents and ¥Muirs plsn %o see Simpson in Jume. Jeannie will
vrite to Feddy about a possible meeting in South ‘ales on My
78, snd ssking him to suggest some other debe for a meeting in
Shrovshire if the Tales meeting 1z impossible. For the
wook~end of Mey 15, onsld will write to Varley; and send the
dosument %o Varley's slster and oommu loate further with her;
Ted will write to Hope snd sask if he oam be o0ollected on the
way to the Varleys. !ﬂmd#mmnutth-frmqu Irene
end Uoneld, Merjorie end possibly Kerli osmn go from Lendom hy
ear. The possibility of pleanning a vislt to Ipswich later
was wentioned.

% licetor scooumt: has a balsmos of 13/8d. It
wRE t & fixed price per hundred sheets should be

arrived at by comperisom with prices of =.0.i. end Uolders
Green tvping soncern. slinor to maks tentative decision and

report. Aocsounting of other expenses held over till aext

g3 Try to assemble Mmigh s Tor
Ing of the meeting (3 in sest dem, 1 in Leytom,
Club). Ireme will ask Normen to write %o his
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peopls, and will invite Nrs. lenmond; Norman will be asked to
be present if possible.

Upper olass reamstion to the dooumenilr Marjorie Siloook unable
EE oY) sugrestions. Lennoth and Mary will talk to Dobree

about pousibllities.

Fature doouments of =all ¢ 411 should be semt premptly &o

The secreotary, Silinor Uiﬁ 38 Belsisze Hped, Lomden K.%. 6.
Gemeral Pisgussion: If the letters to the press bring insufficient
publie r be hesalthy to get the people already
Mh%rﬂhrm:hhtdﬂnuﬂﬁ“
gatherings. This would £ill the double purpose of stimulsting

EEEE positive astion on thelr part, snd of further testing the
sorrectness of ths line of motion through wider publiodty.

The material so far gathered gives valusble informetionm;
shows that the fundamental assumptions on whieh the dooument
was baged sre correct. But it shows little if sny unde
of the significsnce of the material on the part of those sam
the questionnaire; these people have not yet shown signs of
woving to sany astion because of it.

The great success of Fioture Fost is significant in relatiom
to the uiry, snd it may be capitallized upon in further
contast with the people connerned. It must be used as a foroe
for bullding a sooislist oonsciousness based on an acospteance
of working peopls by themselves; an acosptance of tho wvalues
of working-olass life as real, serious, sad humen., It mush
be polated out that the underlying wish for shange can be made
only by consslous revolt against middle slass conventians.

Zambers of the committes should meditabe om spooifio
suggestions which we can offer on meseting with pecples at week-
end gatherings. DPisoussion of the kind of changes we have made
in cur own llves might prove stimulating, e.g. oclothes and
attitudes btoward them.




A:Cs Holmes

St. Marik's College,
Kings sdoad
S.W. 10

lst May 1939
Upar Miss Young,

I have treated your interecting dooument ss a gquesticmmaire
and enelose my answerg. ANy observations are based an experience
of the working olass in Derbyshire, Lanceshire, and Yorkshire.

If there iz any othor way in whieh I cen help you or if
{m degire more deteiled or speoifio informatiom on eny points
will gladly do my best to bs of serviee.
Yours sincerely

A,C. liglmes




A.C. Holmes 1.

losnitality.

Friendshlps wlth people in other towns are rere, primarily
bessuse the Yyploel worklog-dlass person dotests writing letters
and has diffioulty im expressing himegelf (or hersolf) om paper.
Soldiers regard writing home as agqual to s fatigue punighment.
Henoe when frienda leave the distrioct sontact is seldom
maintelined, sad comiéctlon with people in other places is
almost eomfiued o relatives. lHo provision is made for
hospitelity end such visits as ere made are usually dey or
half-day esoursions, but arrangements ere readily improvised
in sn emergency, gemerslly by packing the childrem iuto ong
bad so that adults can ghare 2 bed.

leals sre readily offered to visitors, who nomelly

share the ordinary femily meal unless they have come "Sourting”,
when soueone snotks ount for a tin of frult or salmon.

Cyeling hes greatly inoressed the frogueney of visits of
young relatives--ocousins, nephews, nisc:s, grendahildren,
who often make 2 distent relative the objective of a Saturday

or Supday run.

Avor moal-tines for Wose vwho can get home at mid-dey:-
Broakfast 7:15 sm, dimner 12:30 pm, tea 6:0 pm, mupper (1f
say) 10-0 pm. For those who taks sandwiches to voriki-Preskfast,
Tsll, dinaer 6100, supper 10100. Food is wholesome but
monotonous, cooking bad, tastesg more rogimel than individual,
Sush refinements ms fish-knives mre almost wnlmown., For the
kinds of food one has only to look around a Jo-oparative
groesry shop. So~op shops typify the artisan olass.

lsuslan

The iltohen-living room is ocommon but in most towns not
dasual. There is a strong tendemoy to live in the living room
bat the parlour is now less commonly reserved for parties and
soffins. In warying dsgrees courting oouples are allowed to
use 1t and members of the family osm receive their friends

in 1%, but it is unusual for smyomne to a whole
in 1%, for Ywo ressons; that it is as a1 soalable and
even ruds %o stay in a different room from the family, and

that the room is ususlly so oold in etmo and
that no one would wish to remain

unfriendly
it 1t is sometimes used

¥
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Hivimen sitting-room furniturei-teble snd sideboard}
or dresser, one esay chalr, cupbosrd or drawwrs, sss sot.
Additiongl furnishings:- ourtainms, pisture om easch wall, two
vases. It is usual %o buy 2 suite. Taste im decorstions is
lsmentable. Little thought 1s givep o couvenience of movenment

and economy of effor® In cleaning.

TIXIYNEETEX
Health

In my observation the working olass is both more hardy
and less ocareful of heelth tham the middle~olass, but more
apt to sulfer from minok affeotions of the skin ste. Health
is seldom porfset and minor complainbs are lightly re ‘e
1 thiask veneresl diseas¢ is less common thean 1n the mi
olass, as resort to prostitutes is not cocmmon, for a variety
of reasons.

Scms blask-goated workers mmy feel regentment et the

pensl system bul most people nmow teke it fev grented. On the
whole relations between dootors and psmel-patients sre aduirable.

Little stteftion has been pald to the relation between

snd dist bubt there is now a zrowing conssiousness of
its importance, although mfortunately the piineiples of good
dlot are not well known “and emopnt o n vague ides thet fruit
and greenstuffs sre “"good for you"——in itsslf an Lmenss step.

Tho school medicel service is imereasingly =fTlslent snd
is weloomed by most petple. Childresn of the unem loyed almost
invarisbly suffer from u der-mnourishment end most children
40 not get smough sleep. I would mot say thet soceident or
breakdown in heelth of children sre e heavy burden and I do
ot think childrem have sny oonseguent timidity.

Eslidays

I refently met two girls eged 10 living in & lerge industrisl
town +ho hed never heen in s velilele of eny deseription.
Travelling by e train is something of en adventure. Very many
children hgve never been mvey for a holidey, although they
ere cammonly taken for e day trip %o & rosort of the Blaskpool
type during fugust. Holiday cesps have, however, greatly
inersesed the number of families that spend a wesk by the wsea.
4dolesoents and young persons go for holidsys with friends
nfth-mm,miqu holidays of some kind, snd
in the North end Ei{dlends at leeast Cunninghem's end Butlin's
are household names. OSeving for holideys is usually done
through » helidey olub at work.

The long-sstablished sconventicns regarding the
nrqlmlﬁﬂﬂnlmmiﬂrmmmh
dross is chesp _ informel, snd not mesant to ocutlast
the holiday. Lm-mmmmmmw“
the upper olasses have followed: the woar of Juan les Pinsg and
futibes is a ocostly iuitetion of what Blackpool sew several
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years ahead.

‘he inorseso in camping, hiking, amnd oyeling holidays
has i mensely inaoreased fesilities for the saxes to mingle
freely without supervision in situstions whers urbsn customs
are out of plase and urban hayits are susrended, in en

informality is the keynote, The rusult may be the
beglumning of e new working-elass sytem of conveuntions based
on roality. At the same %i.e owmps lemd themsslves to
promisoucus contacts and some ere hotbeds of loose sonduct.

:"-tluunti on

The working-class as & whole [ights of anything
suspeoted of belng educational or hitﬂhrn:?r A minority seek
to luprove themsslves from pelitical or meteriel motives, but
love of learking 1s rare in the extreme, probably more rare
than 1t wes in the heydsy of Liberel Nomsonformity. The
rnenl attitude is mpatiiotio or hostile, and the KASLAIHIX

ndividual vho seeks to educste or sultivate himself may be
aduired but is regarded es eooentrie and fought shy of.
Secondary sducation undoubtedly promotes smobbighness snd cam
cause & clesvage ln a femlly. The adolescent of sooondary
edusetion has petit bourgols tendencies.

I regret thiat 1 omumot feal thet the working dlass is as
competent sithor in #ndustry or govermienmt as the other classes,
end mich lesway urgemly needs to be wsde up. The guestionm
%l diffioult and speculsative but I think there is a very serious

B3K.

dualities of leaderghip——guscessful leadership--are far
€90 rare, sad conditions are against the producstion of them,

It is, 1 think, most desirable thet the woriing olass
should learm to speak BBC Engligh, suolely because at nresent
they are overaved by those wio do spesmi it.

Svery mesns should be used to give working mem and women
sxporisnce of serving on committess er as offisers of societhés
of gy kKnd whatever,

Sehools theoretieslly desire the so-operation of paremts
and in sose cases it ls sotively sought, but the attitude of
persuts to the sochool is mostly apathetio end often hostile.

Amusenonts snd Sports

Almost the whole nfﬁ-lﬂmﬂnﬂn-huﬂmufr:-"
working ocless is osoupled with amusemeonts end
who devots time to politisal, cducational, or voluntary service
sotivities are a minority. snd orioket end in a
much lessor degree tennis working-elass games out-of-
doors. Indoors & great deal of time is spent in card gmmes,
shlefly whist, solo, and oribbage. Older mem mostly froguent
the pub snd plsy darts. Younger mem and the women prefer the
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cinama. It i3 chloefly the older penaration that patronises
the musie~hall. Dencing is popular, though Yess than 1% was
& few years ago and the preferense 1s for dances at which dpy
elotihes can be worm. The number of girls who possess a danpge=
frook must be wvastly less then it wes tem yoars ago. Informsl
dencing on holiday is popalar. '

The & pereni lasrease of outdoor 1life and exnrqgise due -
o u:rali.n; is specloas: oyoling has ganined st the expanse of
tiw outdoor sports, oricket sapecimlly. 7This 1s true cnly of
wan, for few working-oless girls plsy gmaes after leaving
school. Hiking i2 not a pursuit of many msmuel workers.
sreastio, choral, snd & oraft work is practised by omnly a
negligible mimority. ¥ith nmarrioed men gardenling ls tmﬂmﬂ;
pupﬂlll‘-

Foothall pools and sweeps are a drug, & futile oo
for enpby huuru snd & mild exolfement in the weekly routine.
Their tremendous popularity with both sexes is 'nhnll;r doploruble
from all poinkts of view,

Drink has beocoms a lesssr evil, and heavy drinkers are
comparatively few. The patrons of the pub fall into two B
the regular modorate drinkera for whom the pud iz a socia
relreat, snd those who periodically get drmk in an orglestie
q:rlrit. The dance-hall bar has mors svil of facts than the

pab.

in general it may be sald thet the youth of the country
Les diseovarcd the countryside snd the plemsurs of travel.
1 ses no political significance in this.

Foli i 3

vhurehgoées are now a saall end still deorsasing minerity,
sainly feunle. Roncoulormity is much nearor %0 the peoploe
tian the U of T but oannot now slaim Ho be reprosenbative of
them. -ali;im.u beliels based on theelogy which the
aave 20w discardsd still rotein a stroager hold bthea is f-nnl];
thought on those who do mot go Lo chureh. U0 far as 1% iz done
religlous observanses i3 more real and loss nominal than in the
lest oentury.

Sot mamy young people are interested in party polifios
or palitical theorlies snd most women workers are apa
to trade wnionism. Those who are keen meet few deterrents.
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152 Adnltt load,
Forthaspton,
Say l4th, 1989

Dear Miss Toung,

In response to your request to write out a detalled rep
to the questions ralsed in the dooument sent, I have, to the
of my sbility, wrots dowm my sonslusions. As far as poasible
1 have studied the juestions objeotively, but neturally, have
hed to enswor meny on my owh persdénal sxperience ss & msmber of

tne vorking slass.

1. Sousing.

The kitehen=living room is definitaly wnususl, while the
wtmi:nrﬂnl;ﬁqntln-rﬂuﬂmh-n A room
ocoasicns, such as birthday or wed!llng eclabrations,
Ihrt parties, or the visglt of partioular friends, is still
kept. 1t might be addad, however, that this preotioce is besoming
mors and more gonventionsl. Childrem who romsk sesondary schoel
prefer privesy and quiet in which %o do their homework, and as
in mogt oases there is a fireplese in bedrooms, the use of the
lattser is not uncomeon., HASdL Bed-si rooms are most umasuel.
In & mejority of homes 1t is rectlizable Lo accommodete overmight
racets 1n downstalirs rooms, o limitations of speso prevemt
sstivities or games thet can be onjoyed In upper clee=z homes,

The mini=am of furniturs required for a properly furnished
bed-roam ms followsi~ bed, wardrode, drogaing teble, =hair.
for & sitting roomi—- two eesy cheirs, settes, two ordimary chairs,
small drop-loef teble. Carpets and pintnrﬂ nlu- bs rezarded
az essontial edditiona]l furnishings. Youmg v&&% today goneralyX
pmlthmthtﬂrrpm qlﬂdanllﬂm
towards Mfarnishing se-ms %0 tend townrd l!l.m'tllu*itr end atility.

fiospitelity,

The swhsnge between friends s definitely limited by the
lack of owarnight hospitality. Then friends visit one snother,
supper is regarded ss sssemtial. Supper because most visiting 1s
done at night, as work hes prior olsim in the deaytime. Sundey,
nsturally is difforent, and 1%t mey be safely said that the
of visiting tskes plsce om this, the vorkers one free day. It

is umasual for to stey overnight, but 1 so, m-mbers

of the family 1 turn out %o glve the ruest a bed. Ouesks,
if invited, naturally cxpost sclean shoets, and would not

theldr omn sleseping beg or bHlenkets, If soxeons cams im vitad,
ho would in most cases be asked to share s meal, snd something
special would be prepared if tine and means allowed. Oyeling

B X
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always, cooked, while as %to the times of the meals, vheresas the
upper and middle classvs mostly have dimmer at night, working
households have dinmer st midday.

Boal &b

As regards late nights, generel dissipstiom, ete, ths working
man has far more rogerd for his physisal ¥sondition then the
upper olasses heve. The majority of the working class to
bad at a surprisingly early hour. Irobebly owiag to the fear
thet 111-health wight oost him his thet
siokness means & reoduged ingome, the worker as
consult & dootor until foroed to. Thelr is no conselous smperiobity
owvar the lower mlddle olass owing to the growing sffeotivemsss
ef health insursnos, while on the other hand their is no resentmint

heve 5o leanings towards a selentific besis of diet.
illness iz eortainly a burdem, but not em overbesring ome
axoept in cases of exceptional poverty. Consequent flosnsial
tinidify does not grestly aff'cot the shild, who is spt to regard
ils illness as = means of eseaping the sohool routine., 4 lot,
of sourse, depends on the ege snd intelleot of the child.

Solidays.

If means allow, emusl hollideys ere iaken es essentiasl amd
nesessary. Femily visits ars very common, poseibly begsuse they
are gsnerally mush chesper. Far iastencs, board end lodgl
taken lor granted, snd thersfore not »eld for. In most
olass homes, the money for the heliday is saved throughout the
yser, end if means will not pormit e week's holiday, the usual

leagth of working-elass holl day excursions are taken
of, Feld holidays meke an emormous differemce to

the worker, who v»ill take , af his relisved finensiasl

bardsn to the utmost extent. dren sare generally taken on

dey Srips snd ercursions. VYorking sless familiea like %o be

wall dressed sway from work, and new elothes are loocked uponm

es essential for a suosessful holiday. thoatrog,

pleture houses and other smenities of civillisation are genereslly
regarded as indispensable for s good holidey, pertioularly

young people snd the (musle membors of the vorking class.

mey be sald to be the most popular form of holiday-saking among
the urbem proletariet, although it eppeals teo the younger gemeration
mogt. The traditional forms of relationship between men and

wonen ares undoubtedly breaking dowm, though thers 1s still a
parvading
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Fduocations

The working olass atfitude %o oducstion 1s generslly hostile,
probably due to inabllity to spireelste the modern puyde
trend of edusatiomn. There is, however, a mors positive attlitude
to teshnicel snd high sshool edwsstion, for the materisl sdvankbges

not for the saks of odugation iteelf. There is a

generel Jeoling of spathy towards the cless neture of British
eduoation, and the worlkdng olass in the mein E§ slese all the
opporturitics avallable to "detter” themsclves. Secondery sshool
edusaticn to s great extent ost workers (rom thelr own oleses,
ap it gives them different interssts and better shances of soelal
edvencemont. It is true that the working-oleass regards i1tself
es conpotemt in industrial effairs, but mot in metters of
governmaent. The mein factor here is again spethy, mized with a
definite feeling of soolal inferliority. Iradition, too, pleys

greet part in meintaining the rule of the wealthy sclasses.
#nother influence is the overwhelming remctionsry press, ezainst
wi:0ke

thunder the voloe of sooislisa ls but faintly heard. It
experionce that the labour Ferty is looked upon with suspleion
w-wnrﬂunlu:?qh, it is to be mim . tted that
there 15 some osuss. ihe “ommumist Farty is also regarded with
mistrust, in fest, to call one'z sell & “ommmist is to be locked
wpon as mot quite nice". At the pressmt time thers is grest
digsatisfeaction with the leedership of the up.er classes, but it
is still tolerated with the fesling, "They know best”. A greet
desl more socialist projegsnda 1s necded to swing the bulk of
the Sritish working class to the Left. Co-operation between
working oless paremts snd school tesshers is prestiocally nom-
existent.

Ssasoments snd Sports.

The mejority of the worikdng slass pArefer to wetoh rather
than partisipete in ganmes. The younger workers, however, sesa
to be teking advenbage of insrsased fegilitiee for ocutdoor
exarvise. ‘hlls the popularity of sycling is imorsasing, hiking
appears to be restrioted %o & small seokion of the community,
and does not seem %o be its soops. Thelr 1s a steady
growth of drmastis, ancral, oralt groupse The olnoma ia
beconing a definite hablt, with & consoquent lesk of diseriminsation.
This 1s no doudbt in part dus to "essspe complex” smong worksrs.
Ihe clusma hablt is sost merked among woriing class wites, whoe
robably need distrastiom from the monotomy of their daily life.
&ilﬂl"ﬂ'lli_ rogresmes, in this district at lLeast, seem %o
be singularly in educsti mal qualifications. It is

tine for a new anti-gsubling drive in the vorking elsss,
bat 1 have grave doubts ms to the lasue of sugh a
Gembling,and to & lesser sxtent, drink, are further
of en " lex"s The working slass mesds eduseting in
the use of its 1 tine if hammful pursults are to be
eliminated. Drunkemnsss is on tha dealine dus to the modern

trend in public houses. This gro=sh of sport end smusemsnt 1a

&
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definitely not safeguarded from a reastionary development,
partisularly in view of recent sonsoription measures,

folitiosl and ssligious fotivities

The Christisn Chursh today ie dsfinitely in sligmment with
‘eaotionary ldeas. The Cethalis “hurech in Spein hes shown this
by their open chemrlonship of Franco snd his rebels. Ihis is
neturel as the Churech has slweys stood for Frivilege and
snd todey, whon the shrurcsle betwnen the workers snd thelr
oppreseors beeomes delly more obvious, we must axpéet the INEEER
Church %o rempe itself on the alde of italism sad
property. Though the ghureh is atil) va, it is
hard s*ruggle ageinat the growing indifference of the
elass. Soolalists should be definitely emti-slerisal,
in my persomal opinion,the propagstion of stheism should be
diseoureaged, as this tends %o defest its own objeot.
himsell” warned us this. ihe working class of Britain
are midway batween Christlonity and Feganism, snd too much setivity
on sither side would only substitute religlous divisions for
political. Our labour lessders sre mah 00 greetly inolinsd &o
rely on plous lutions ftather than sotion. This nrhhl{.:.l
& paralysing offcot on trade union end politiesl 1ifs, 2As
irossky remerks, "British lsbour leadors still believe in the
magis potenoy of charchly incentstions™. romem, in Chursh end
politicel sotivity, though in a minority, seem to be more
enthusiestic snd gealous tham the mem. Certein sourses of
technioel edusstion stimulete, rethsr than interfesrs with
politicel aotivity., Thet sestion of the working eclass whish
attends evening siagses ies ususlly intelligent emough to take
en intsrest in polities. The opposition of parsnts counts for
very little againet the politicel sctivities of their soms or
daughtars.

I trust that the above will be useful to the imguiry, and
will bo ssoepteble to you. I have endessvored to bo as concise
#s possible, end hope thet I have u derstood and sngwered eorrectly
the nquostions raised.

Yours sinoerely,
e Frisstley.
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groups, snd that perhaps it was indicative of the oharscter of
the whole of presemt day sogiety.

Vie Steymor said that the dogument was all right in prineiple
bat thet very fow workers would understand it; thet the nersonsl
spproash and a gradual introdustion £5 of new ideas were necessery.
Both ue and Nellle Yspree said that they hed besoms interssted
in the ‘nquiry through diseussion with Hormen Jhubb before they
ever saw the dooument.

Jrows pointed out thet working olass organisatiomns do not
handie tneir om finences at that wo peaple prefer to
confide their funds %0 meubers of the middle class. They ere
afflicted with & middle-class morality waich pleces seoutity
a8 the only ideal; sooialists are looked on as seitators, mer-ly
as & fmetor disturbing tne stetus quo. The workine man knows
that the tories are sgainst hiny but he sees the cormumnigts only
a8 peovie who will teke svay hls precious ssvings. Crowe eited
oxmaples: It would be revolutionary for a working women to sleep
dovssteirs insteed of up, to do She washing on Fridsy instead of

sonday.

Anrli susmed up the purposs of the Ennuiry es follows:
Soclalism will come for sbjsstive ressemns, as ths only solutiom
of the political snd soomomid orisis. The workine elass »ill have
©o play e rols, despite 4 surfece aprearanses or its own gonsdious
degires. The problem of the émguiry is how to fit vorking slass
people for leadership? In the politicel movement, the sultural
sespeat has been overlooked. Jociallist consgicusness sennot be
fally ressed by leaders gulturslly enslaved to the middle
elass. the forms of thelir lifs mey be e simificant
symbel of shange on the part of sooislists. Response ¢ thig
initiative can only be expesoted from a few. It i3 uwp to us to
iiseover the facts and see if the respumse osours, If the politiecal
partiss fail, socielism may heve s solid root in the people who
hsve made this chenge. Irene added the question: In what peorle
will soeialism remein when its resopnized nrolitisal orpanisations
fre uwprocted by & fasolst regime? Vie Steymor sald thet the way
of handling life in ane's own home is the expression as vell es
th: “gymbol™ of caange.

Yiiferent opinions were expressed on the dagres of importange
o be attashed teo "edusati.m’' for revolutionary understending.

vrove suggested thet the workerh 1deal of the homs ms smn
exelusive unit must be cnanged; the oomunal kitshen end lmundry
would be great prastioal steps. Ubjeotion to sehool merls was
oited by krs. liemond es an exsmple of the ssme miscongeptiom.
¥r, “rowe plosed with & "pious preyer” for communs] wash-houses snd
nursery schools.

« Feople in Bast liam enmd Ipswieh
' = oonsider sl -pler and more
usable. Jeveral pesople sugpested that eontaot has had
more effeot them the dooument i{tself, although it has served to
got us into toush with people. It wes decided thet Mariorie




should =rite to all the people who heve snswersd the oquestiommsire
end ask them whether they would be interssted in caming to e

camp over Mugust Benk Holldey week-end if one ocould be

1t vas felt that oontmot with the younger people would be partieulardy
valuable, ainee Hope end "erley hed shown thamsslves %oo

in old ways of thought sand Soo tired as sx-pilonnsers to make new

and positive eontributions.

Karli expreseed oonelusionst The dooument elready prepared
is wvaluable snd on the right line. It is time %0 go shead on a
larger soals with the help of the poople slready met. Fosal
the publisetion of the negative piloture obtained may hawe wo
ino deoument in the prooess of use mmy be =made alesrer snd more
purpessful. A larger soope will scheange the character of the
Enquiry Af it has real memning it may thus be the besis of some
tyra of movemant.

1t vas desided to produce a ssoond dogwmeent, more purposeful
snd shallending, sn indlotmant on the bmsis of the cvidonoe so
far collscted; n dooument raising 4 or b questions, e.g. in regsrd
to sdusetion, and saskiag whet omn be dons about tham. So definite
aotion can be sreposed as yst; we may look to the ommp or other
gatharing to produce this, possibly.

7. Dates of futurs meetings: Jume 24, 10930 A.i., 47 Lewns
Court, “embley Fark; July 22, 28 Pyscombs Corner.

B0TES11.The letter to the press has been sent to the following
Tredes union jourmals, as well as pspers previously listed:
Cotton Fectory Timesy A.E.U. Jourmal; Collisry Torkars Magaszines
Germent Sorkers; Boot 'nd Show OUpsratives; Heoord; Yemthly Jourmsl
NeUeG. 2 M.V,

2. Yepieion on prices te be sherged for dupliocating was confided
to flinor, who desided ss follows: Jmarto, per hundred, 1/6d;
fuarther hwmdreds 10d.
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824 Harvey(?) Road
Alvaston

Doar #igs Young,

I found the dooument very intercsting snd as I sm not
quite sure what sort of comments you wish for (i.e. how do I
or my friends do such-and-guche~or how do I think other people
do it-~.) 1 am cormmmting on the questions from a personal
sngle. I may ald thet (to the somplete disgust of my fellow
offige-workers!) I regard myself as & member of the wo
elass and sem meither rroud nor sshemed of the fast. I mm
yoars old, work in sn l.#.5. office, vant to a secondary
sohool, end em interested in left wing politios (thet may be
more scoldent then design—-it's "in the femily"”, =0 to speak,
but I show no signs of straying?)

Hou IX The kitchen-living room is fairly common in

some distriots, but mot, I find near Perby. In the old houses
there 1s a tendsnoy towards & smallish seullery, a modium—
sized living room snd e sitting room (the leatter not belng
frequently used in memy cases). #g for the new houses the
tendenoy seems to be more towerds 2 rooms downsteirs--either
& EKitohen-livirg roow smfl e glttingtover (Wg IR thi cese of
my own home at fieldj=-both rooms being freygantly used.,-—
or a scullery snd & living room, the latter being used for

everything egoept washing, weshing up, and cooking. Thet is
the cese In the house I now live in,

There is,of course, the gellar-kitchen type of house
with two rooms on ground floer.

Unf'ortunately secondsry-schoocl childrem frequently have
to do their homevork in the genoral living-roem to the scoompaniment
of chatter of growm upe and sll=pe wireless. "hem I
was younger we lived in a house which & separate EE sitting
room where I could do my homework if I needed %o be sbsolutely
gquiet. I alse dld quite s lot of learning-homework in bed
but eannot smy how common this pracktice is.

Heat the bedrooms? /nd nobody 1117 That unfortusately
is the normal reaction amongst the wor elass. Bedroam
fires are only 1it in cases of serious il and as for
enyone using 2 bedroom sz e sitting room=-I"m afraid most
ricing olass people would regard it as “plain daft™. There
to be & oconvention amongst the working oless thet 1%
roper %o wvant to be alone. “But do want to be
. o e S

Iﬂni:iiinnﬂl!ﬂrwtuhhpﬂqhﬂ.
romm==in faot guests don't often stey exoept by definite

3
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invitation at holiday times, vhen a general suffle-round
ensues to mooamodate thiem.

A properly furnished bedroom requires, s bed, a dressing-
tablo, chest of drewers and/or wesh-stend (yes! Fven in e
house with an upstairs bathroom that is often considersd a
necessity) and a wardrobe (unless there is » bullt-im oupboard,

tho' people frogemntly have both).
for s sitting room--a 3-pices suite——well, for m room

whioh is to De used for a sitting room, litile alse is
really neoes:sary-—a 1 table, of course. Bookshelves are
bighly desirabls. (lLhere slse oan you put your books? And
if you're not te hewe s What are you %o do in sald sitting-

rocmi Literally EX “sit"7) Oamnot say whet young eouples
do when buying furniture but guess they buy suites snd
watohlif up the mmsller pisces as best they may.

Arogious decorations ere favoured! In faot it sems as
tho' people will not buy furniture with plain surfaces. Always
those a-palling fretwork bits stuck here there end sverywhere—
on sidebosrds, meantle picoes, burcems ete.

bSospitality.

s, 1 don't think friemdships are much affected by lack
of overmight sccomodation, Ircadly spesking working olass
peopls find thelr friends looally so that ssoomodation problem
does not often arise. I think friendships are fer more likely
to suffer from leask of ocossional msals with ones friemds.
A Too often it's = omse of “Come to tea on Sundey™ end out
come one's best frock and periy memmers. Suoh & pity. I've
only recently made my firandmother realise thet whem I bring a
friesnd %o tea, 1 want extra. (I live with my Grandmother
who i V1 end remerkab ble for her sge, but nevartheless
she clings to some old idees). I think she thinks it looks
‘rude” to give guests the ssme as one would have elone.
fienoé comes to tea frequently whem he is in Ferby. He slso
goes home with me cocasionmlly. I beliewe this sort of thing
is socepted as quite normal by my femily. Thet seems to be the
general sonvention round hsre (I speak of the Midlends—-lerby
end Sheffield-—as far North as, ssy, York rhers I have also
lived). OUnce the boy-friend is socepted as the boy friend he
is treated as ome of the family--stays to supper, enters the
house without lnooking eto.

Guosts would, I think, expeot olean sheets (I should,

and 1 would not take e sleeping bag. Iz this commen

in some districts!) /m uninvited guest would certainly get

& moal--ghare wheat we had et dinner time=—=or a tin of fruit
might be opened at tea time.

Oyoling certainly sesms to heve mede a differsnce. I
ﬁfkhﬂfﬁmv'ﬂi‘ll eyels over to Auntie —'s
ot we, She won't mind“. In such a oase where the srrival
would be unexpeoted, ayslists frequently take their own sendwiches
end rely on the hospitality of the ammt for a drink—tea ste.
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This kind of thing is frequemntly practised by my brother (18)
and his frismnds.

In Sheffield X 9 families cut of 10 have late dismer,
but they don't refor to it as thet! They talk of “heving my
dinner when I get home“. In Do by snd York om the other hand,
it is ususl for the men folk to go home at the mid-dey break
and have dinner then. This is merely becsuss it's more conveniemt-—
Sheffield being large eand hemes fer sway from work. It
is not ean imitstion of the upper slasses. Lots of sandwiches
scked.Meat end potatoes form main portion of evening mesl
?nJauthauinnﬂlinhhn-tni&-hrufuwu}.

from my observation fewer people go to the doetor tham
might expeot. rr-’mﬂy one sess pensl patients with

oolds ete. and tho' it would cost them nothing to get

tmont they negleot o do so. (Suggest lask of intelligence—-
or at any rate educstion).

11

Until the imnovation of cemping holidays and holideys
vith pey, comparetively few working olass peorle eould afford
bolidays. Childrem are less frequently Rakem on trips. Very
definite rules of drogs-—must have now clothes for Thitsuntide——
1s used to prefer white frooks in my younger deys but this
mm to be dying out. But the childrem demsnd something
new et te

Shops are mot I ghould think regerded as essemtial %o
& good holiday. Whether you would call “fun-falrs snd flgures
of 8 "emenities of civilizetion", I don't know, but they are
certainly demeanded by ths working class on holiday!

I think gosmping is spreading to femilies.--we have
ssmping holideys--partioularly to families with sugll cars—
as in my own case.

Lduse®ion.

I think the attitude towards edusstion varies greatly.X
The better type of perent co-~operates with the better type of
teasher; but there are oftem feults on both sides. larents
rather in ewe of teachers—altho' teashsrs are very frequently
the shildren of working olass perents, (As in the case of
several of my own friemds). I don't think the sversge parsnt
over thinks about the olass nature of British educeti n.
The only wey the problem worries them is from the espeot of
“Cen wo afford to keep John et school 2 more ysars!” or
"ihet's Lo going to do when he leaves that he couldn't start
doing now?™ From working olass parents' point of view
educetion is 100% preparetion for voeaticnal purpose~~they
think sbout the sultural side; I doubt whether they ere
of it.--hemce the hestility towards languages,
eto. From point of view, if a subject is not
hel
earn

this
p John get or keep a job, it is waste of time for
it.

geometry
ing %o
him to 1

never
arare
£o
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1 suppose segondery oducation of ehildrem nt-:rﬂ1
olass parents must bring sam estrangement with it,
I suppse 1 have been more fortunate then most p.ﬂ?lr—-q*
parents have salways encoursged me, But them, the' they have
had enly slementary school sducatiom, they are more intelligemt
then most pearents. &% ell events, [ heve never felt any -
‘diffsronce” because of my sducation.

I know littlo of the abtitude of labourers eto %o tredes u-1rme
bat the attitude of my owm collesgues 1s lememntable--partioularly
enongst the glrls. They "don't bellove in unions™ (exoept
when it eomes to dertiing benafit therefrom). It's my
personsl bellsf that they are toeo mean to pay the sub. and osn
see no fuarthsr than the nose-end.

I should like %o see e spresding of BEC English (-gremmar,
if not prommmeistionl) I realise that dialeots have played
&n usble part in the building up of the English 1
but I stil] don't like them exoept in amall doses, cocoasionally.

semonts. ihese vary greatly. Some pecple go regularly te

a others never. Indoow amusements~-wireless (an
easy first--tho' too often used Just as e baskground for
something else)=-resding, knitting, sewing. Outdsor——gardening,
eyeling, gsmes suah ss tennis, oricket eta. For those people
interestsd in politise, metivitles sonneoted therswith fill
up most of the spare time--mectings, cmmwvagsing of one sort
and another, soelals, whikt drives, disoussions ete.

1f poople 1like gambling why stop them? 1 see no hamm
in 1%, provided people don't emseed their mesms. 1 never
gemble but I do smoke and drink.

Folitioal and Heligious mebivities.

1t sesms that the young people too oftem uss politios and
religion as & mesmns to chesy sajtertainment-—soclals eto.

Evening school probably interferes with politisel sativity
quite & lot. In my own case, I attend olmsses iwlos a week.
inpe I hawe left school I heve attended several kinds of
slasseg=-H.E.As end Univerasity Extension, irt School oto.—
these attendances varying from 1 to 5 nights a week,

Fossibly the oppesition of paremts enters but little imto
the guestion. If there is opposition, younger peopls probably
lot their perents think they are elsswherej older shildren omm
freguently please themselves where they go and what they do.

Vhat a EEE pity thde enquiry has to be carried out
So many points noed following up. I 1

mm
look forwvard to hearing from you again.
Yours sincerely
Zdns Umpleby.




Ldne Umpleby

I'sSe

liow many people responded %o your enquiry?
reople from round London?  Men or woaen?
like to know what kind of
sort of thing.

ire they mostly
I should very mmgh
other pedple are interested in this
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The following comments are based on the sxparience and
impressions gained in#k wisiting unemployed persens and refer,
in the mein to the lower grade of the "“working class”.

The persons visited are almost wholly u skilled, untreined,
have had but little aspirsation to "leearam a trade”, heve drifted
from one unskilled job to snother, have left sghool at the
earliest poseible age, ms is the oustom of their class, and
have, therefore attalned very little more theam the ability %o
read snd write and do the simplest arithmetioc.

(1) Mobdlity

They don'’t es & rule visit distent plescee——if a member
of the family merries it is usual for thet member to sattle
down within walking distense or nearer--evem in the house
next door.

(a) The house such &¥pewsdn lives in is usuelly the house
at the chempest remt remt is the faogdr governing selesction——
the kitchen is the living room in which everything 1s done—
friends end relations meet on an intimste footing~~hcre they
foregather round the fire--hers the childrem read, play snd
do their lessong--hers the baby is sttended to. Here the man
of the house is in the bosam of his femily-—when he is st home—

: he spends most of his tine ocut-
doors. ZThe lour” is not s0 intimate a room Its the place
where the good furniture is=-it iz a receptasle for dissarded
outdoor garments--At heart the housewifs realises it is e
concossion to sonvention end her reasction %o it is X tineotured
with tolerant smusement-~The ?&lnrﬁh,lth:lnt. laf't out
of the ealoulation of the arch new working oclass homes

(B) A strong merk of polite memmers is for the visiting
women to offer and to partieipate in the work entailed in
the preparation of and washing up after s neal-—ths women
depart %o the soullsry--the mem to the looal pub. The mem
don't ask permission to mmoke~-thet would be "putting on airs”®,
Bat it is observed that this cless of people don't make manmy
friends--their friemdships, which are mot very déep, are
confined to their neighbomss. On the other hand thelr

and serviges are very prectioal towsrds a siok
nelghbour-~it is considered, almost, to be a duty to be of
the utmost essistance to a slok nelghbour. "It's the poor

that helps the poor” is a true saying

(e¢) As & rule when s day trip is possible the whole femily
go probably distated by the faot that the care of small childrem

oanmnot be mrrenged for

(2) Thege fasilities are not contempdated by this class
of society
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fg Fersomal life:=

"Birds of a feather floock together"™ In this olass of
soolety I think that much satlsfastion is cbtained from exchange
of views—eonvorsatim about the goings on wround them the
discussion of looal affeirs and arguments over footbhall and
sach like but there i1s very little original thought-—slmost
none in feot--opinions ere besed upon wihat the headlines of
the looal er suggest. In faot opinions end expressions
cen be seid to be ° lines™ snd no more. They don't read

snd they don't reed the newspapers spart from football
m-—ﬂxw don't use the wireless intelligently It is
renarkable to note thet there is an instrument in the majority
of houses which iz kept golng incessantly and which is almost
elways tuned in to Luxemburg FX the station that bdroadoasts
advertissments plus cetohy sand populsr tunes

(a) Pictures--th. chespost placés—the looal football
maboh I have mot yet met a mem of this class who expressed
spproolation of the beauties of the countryside or who went

fishing, for exssple

(b) holideys~-this class resliss the valus of holideys
but welll-—no money~--no holidmy-~Iublie heolideys Jjust oome
end go without any ocutstending feature

(6) Their politieal emd religious views are hard to
di soover--they fly to the U.Pe to eir e gricvenes whether he
bs a conservative or soolalist or liberal or anything else

3 Use of resources im light of real n-eds

The wife is the mensger, inveriably--the msn retains from
his wage what he considers to be the smoumt he needs and heands
the r over to the wife and lets her get on‘with the

b of both ends meet” without interfereing unduly.

e wife ususlly has & very tough problem. It is exceedingly
@ frficult to provide much more tham food--olothes and books
are the bugbear. £&s a rule the lowest prioed article rhether
it be food or anything slse is sought OShe is a good manager
in & very rough snd resdy way but she doesn't show &
deal of intelligense or spyreeiatiom of food walues——
parehases clothes on H.F. terms and pays dearly--and, moreswer ,
ghe is well aware of it, but what other ocan she do7 She is not
& good seamstress end what sowlng she does is cobbling”

The wrong in the sbove 13 the reteation of part of the
income by the man=-In faot the msn is not theroughly
domesticated and only follows the oustom of his olass whem he
turns over the msmagement of the home %o his wife and seeks
his pleasures(f) end his social amenities elsowhere

- -
| ——— — — g ey e
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Housing

{l is the kitehen liviag room nsusl--gee ebove

b) is the parlour dying out—Yes in oconsequonse of the design
ef the houses of the "umlisipal housing sochemes bhut it should

be noted that in-door senkbation and beths with i snd C water
are now being installed in the houses for this olass of soelsty—
a phese whieh is a dlstinet inmnowatiom

(e¢) honework for secondary sehool childrens~the shildrem of
this oless seldom~-very seoldom—-attaln this steage of educetion
They are teken from sehool st the perliest moment--., Susch
eontinustion of educetion is not envisaged

(d) heating of bedrooms:-buklding by-lews reguire e fire
plege in bedrooms (but not elways)-=this is seldom used for
soonorilo reesons

Bedrooms are not used es sitting rooms—-1 don't think
eny one of this olass would retire %0 his bedroom to seek
solitude-—he'd go out into the streets—-1 think it would be
sonsidered { te to sit apart in snothar room. 4 courting
souple would left alone most religlously in the lour but
if they were %o go upsteirs it would be the mrgsﬁﬂq
mnd exoeedingly bad memners %o say the least

Furniture

¥hatever else iz lasking eurtains mmst be provided for
sngh window--at least for the windows 1 on to the
stregtl This is an u'bresakahle gonvention hed,--table,
EEESX oheir, there i1s ususlly 2 built in ewpbomrd It is
genorally realised that a suite of bedroom furniture is necessary
and desirable but seoncmically impossible In the sitting
roaa there is usually much mors furniture than is neoessary
but I thiak the essentials sre & “"side board” or tmreans
for tie family treasures, 2 sofa snd a table—~a floor-eovering
is oonsidered to be sbolutely esssential

Hospitality

fie is an hospitable aresture withim his limitations He
doesa't put hls friend upl for the night beocsuse it is an
impossibility-=ie will be at some trouble tc asocorodate &
noer reletive—=his adult son for example—in an smergenay
but the scocmodatiom svailable will be the sofa in the parlor

Thers 1s a definite code of mammers in this class of
so0l otyEE~~the visitor must have the best chair-—he must be
offered svery dish on the table—it is not i-polite to come
to table in shirt sleeves. 1 can remember being prosent es
nmﬁ:mmﬂm_mwr—vﬂmm

grade

bafore sitting dowm this was in sn insurange g homg==
nfludlntywum-ﬂrm;ﬁ:lﬂh
undorlying thought was the injunotion to "make yourself quite
at home"”
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It is not customary for guests to stey the night—-the
agoamodation is so limited~-a yomg girl or boy may share
the bed of tho dmughter or sem Wt I dan't Think there would

be a lot of anxiety ovaer the lask of gleosn sheets

An uninvited gunest would probebly share the tea~tinme
meal==0r might not==its a onse of soonomie limitation again

lo=-I don't think eyoling has had sny effect upon Hospitality
HEALTH

The man of this olass risks hisg health to a great extemt
he is & hardy individual end so is the vamsa No--I don't
think the more prosperous man faces the rigours of the alimate
to tho ssme extent~-you see, he's not foreed to--he has the
means to ‘my another pair of boots or am oversomt—I1 dom't
think the more rrojsperous man posssscses greater stemine by
reason of his botter eoonomie position-=The incidense of mild
i1lness 1a, Iif E, loss amongest the olass under review
than amoncst the or gredes. Illness is more om view
becanse of the limi agoanodation

liati mel Hoalth Insursnne--"Fanal”

I don't Bhink this msm feels superior beosuse he is
nrtionally insured tut 1 think he has a senge of relief in
the thoumht thet mediesl trestment is sure %o bo forthooming
when necessary--he knows he doesn't get exmpensive trosiment
for ordinary allments snd he knows he doesmn't get & “bedside
mannerX” He also knows that he will reofdve trostment commens=
wrate with his need e.g. Tuberomlos

Jduacation

This class of soslebty have been drilled into a FSEILE
realisstion that the lew compels perents to send the ehildrem
%o school. General ,mmtlﬁiﬂhtamanrulmﬁ
sducation only, and forward to the time when the child
bes free from sohool end becoms & wage earmer. If tihe shild
is sufficiently bright to be passed to a higher grads of wschool
tha parents still loek forward %o him or her beooming a wage
earnsr gt the sarliest possible moment

They are seware of the oxistence of the gecondary school
but have almost no knowledge of the educeti nal ladder—They
ares more sware of the vocational training olasses of the slementary
sohool mnd the classes of the night schools te whiesh they
lead--They are keem to display the handiwork of their boys
whio are mnembers of these elasses—~thelir memntality is that
the boys have passed the asademic stege (if this word omm
be used hers) end are now being teught a trede and thereby
ere progressing toward wage earning. 1 don't think they
asphre to leadership through education-—they are mppearently
not aware of this avenue——If leadership is attainable it is
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0efe It is e distinet merk of sriority %o be a stered
Fort Vorker at Uravesend and Tmurr—thh sonfers valuable
preforsntiel status in casusl employment at tie dooks but
tils is an soonomie adventage only--the mem is still in the
rank and flle of workers-—he doesn's thereby boecome s penger
or leadar of & souad of men,

i think this elass of man is proud of his experienoco and
tnuludguunwrhr—hruhhlhltmnﬂlfﬁﬂn‘r-
he knows! but he doesn't realise his limited outlock

8¢ LE0H

Gemerally, this olass of men speeks quite good fngligh——
fairly free from dislect hers in the sowth Bast tinged with
“ockney, but quite good but hie vooabulery is very 1li-ited—
1,000 wvords would be a gencrous estinate, As before said,
his conversakiom is prineipslly hesd lines=-stetements and

50 resl argument
In conelusioni-

I get the lupresciom thet this eless of eoeiety iz 2 water-
tight compartment. They don't "mix"==they keep to themselves
es mugh from cholee ss from compulsion~—they heve their owm
sode of mamners they have fair idess of morality sand religion--
They dispense with the marriage cerevony to ¢ suall axtent~-
their merrisges are succeaful within thelr class but ere
disastroue otherwise. They reslise their eoomomie
and they are resigned to their enviromment solely becsuse of
thelr inability to slter it. They don't ocombine in u comson
effort.
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MOBILITY.

1. There is a growing tendenoy to meet f{riends and comrades
at informsl soeial gatherings organised by T.U. politisal
organisations, churches, parents v teachers, slubas, ete., Young
pecple seam to manage to visit distent places, but once home is
started the aminf of ohildren makes this almost an impossibility.
Young people Ei also meke good use of hiking, youth hostels,
eto. .,

2. It is wvery difficult to enforoe freedom to shape personal
life. 1t is usual te %tolerate in pmrt, the wiashes and views
of others - in amusements, holidays and even political astivities -
thoreby ssoriflioeing one's desire to be and to sot alome, often
in a futile ef'fort to obtaein harmony,

A. A newly married ccuple usually commence with minimuam
ecoomodation for 2 = vis. - living room, bedroem and sitting
room, When shildren srrive, unless the income has increased,
altimately the sitting room has to serve mas bedroom. Furnlture
is not usually bought "bit by bit". Numbers now have gas or
smal]l slectrie fire im bedroom end sitting room, confeniant
but gertainly not cheap. Jloderm libraries now have m room for
children to do homework in, or the sitting room has to be used.

B. It is not asual to expect or provide overnight hospitality,
but tea and evening getherings of friends are ocommon - also
sundsy day visiting. If & friend stays for the night the mambers
of the family usually turn out snd "make shift”. Certainly
slean sheots! very unusuel to bring sleeping bag., Uninvited
guests share with family regarding mesals. Christmas is generally
the recognised time for extras, and speociel preparation. Times
of meals vary according to work. If possible all have cooked
midday meal. Where workers cannot get midday meal at reasonable
prices awey from home, then sandwishes midday, and sooked meal

in the ﬁminq.

C. FVorkers take Netional ENIK Health as matter of osourse.
S5till some jest sbout Famel Dr. Scheme falls far short of being
effectives Wives and dependents not inoluded. Fatlents never
seen until they report for treatment. There should be pericdical
medisal exsminations. There is a growing desire to study food
valuss smong working women,

D. Hundreds hed first holiday with pay last year, though

still Baster, Phitsun, August and Xmes moans short weeks. (shut
out two or three days.) Many firme heve holidey clubs. 3Itill

the habit to seve hard and spend hard. GQuestiocn whether a year
of "going short™ is recompensed by one week's holiday. No hard
end fest rules regarding necessary csgentials. Clothes just

worn on Sundey is dying out. Cmmping spirit is growing and
relationsghip between men and women far more nestural.

E. Majority weloome increased facilities for education amd
gim et secondery educetion for the children, though chances
still Wery limited. Afraid the dominant idea is to "better
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oneself”. Elementary education compulsory from 5 (unless

some setisfactory slternative provision is made). At 11 all
ohildren are tested for entranse into Secondary, Central or Jar.
Techniscal School, where they remain until 16 or longer. The
new Aot raises elmmentary sohool leeving age from 14 to 1§

in September, 1939. The ocarrioculum is much broader todsy,

and much depdnds EX upon the Heed Teasher. Uvery child shomld
be teught one foreign language. Fflemsntary Bchools should be
recrgenised on Secondery School lines. Sumber of children sre
deprived of higher education thet they sre cepable of using.

‘oriking Cless do not usuelly feel less competent to govern.
Absolute business scumen not only or evem best nqualification.
- %oo one gided. There is inorsesing co-ocreration between the
parents and the sshool. /A mmber of Head Teaschers encoursge
this.

@. All sohool children ensoursaged to plsy orgenised games -
gontinue in Old Scholars' Clubs. There is & growth of dmmatie
and choral groups - also hiking. Large numbers flock toc wateh
outdoor games. Olneme regular weekly entertsaimment - attend
eutomatiselly, no matter what the progremme is. wembling in
Football Pools ete., regular pastime, sbsorbing & weekly 1/-
to 2/- of working mens' weges that could be better spenmt.
Exgessive drink does not seem to be genmeral. Thers is a danger
when people do not realise thelr omn responsibilities, too
spathetiec to make intelligent use of their owm power, of =

reaftionary Fesclst regime.

G. Numbers have pokitively relinguished the Churech.
Unsatisfectory stiitude to Fesce. Apathy to sceial reform.
it the ssme time meny have definite religious views, but do not
belong to eny communlty. feligious oplnions sre not questionsd
in 4.U. or Lsbour Farty. In some politieal groups women heve
no difficulty regarding status % - they show marked sdministrative
ability. I believe this is to be found more in the Lebour Farty
than the Conservative Party, who seem to still feel that women
do not understand politiocs. Evening Soheol interferes a good
deal with politisal amstivity. Just the type who would liks to
study politiecs slso recognise the necessity of attemding evening
classes. Faremts have not susch & dsoided influence om the
politioal conselousmess of the adolescent,

Vorking oless still cling %o old traditions and are clogged
by oonvemtions. If they sould only beoome somseious of thelr
absurdity snd futility, what s great step forward it would be.
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Housing

The EXEX kitchem-living room 1s not used to e very great
oxtont. Host post~wer houses have been Built with kitohens
hardly large enough for use as & kitchen. The parlour living
room is as popular if not more in vogne then sver, the whole
of the family activities ers confined %o this room which ssrves
a3 the childrens mursery-hathroom-study-—end very ofton meeting
place for their friends. Undoubtedly the front room (or sitting
roge) is kept for spealal cocasions. ¥%.g. Imas-time or the
entortelning of compsny. It 13 seldom otherwise used, snd very
often strietly out of bounds for the ochildren as the roem
‘must be kept nice, in sase any .ody comes im".

, Home work is inveriably done in the living room, whiech
is generally the only heated roam in the houss. Ths wireless
is almost bound to be on and probably two sets of conversation,
buring my own dsys of study I found that althouph thiz wes a
sethaok omo oan gel used to it, and I am st presen: sble to
study snd write with the wireless, vhich stends on the tor of
my bureau, golng at Mull blast.

It is beyond the usuel working olass income to heat
bedrooms for regular usel.EYEENEX *lthough most bedrooms heve
fire plasces, thess are more often only used in case of illness,
and in homes &ro completely boardsd over as =m uncccgsery
draught hole. 1 gan think of no ssoueintance who hes s hed-
Et¢ing room. This is entirely out of gonsiderstion, ss in
most cmses it would double elootricity costs (or gas), end
izareass coal sonsuw tion by about ons third., This rould moene
EEE gport from the extre famiture nesded-—that at leoast another
4/= %0 X 5/~ a wosk would be neaded, whish, in the EEFEE majority
of oases 1s not possible.

Modern furniture is meds striokly to serve ons purpose,
not to sarve the dnmal purpose that the =orking class sould put
them to. Tith the dying ouwt of the sofa im the living room
it is diffioult %o put & gunast np in %this manmer, ia anne
it would not be considered “the thing™ %o put e guest sush
insouveniense. The guest 1s gencrally considered to ha a
privileged person, *o rhom every attention mnst be siven.
Eage vhilst all of the famlly (both sexes) have %o ume the
idtghen aink for their toilet, the gnest will probably Lave
a jug of hot water taken to the bed-room snd will wash in the
wash stand,

The newer houses ere elliminsting the washstend from the
bedroom howaver, but it umally finds its way to the bathroom,
which, vhilst conteining m bath snd oocld weter tap, soldom
sontaing a sink (wash basin) or a water heater.

The minimum furniture for a bedroom usually sonsists
of bed--wardrobe-—chest of drews (modermly lnown es a tall-boy)=——
drossing table snd a ohair. It would be considered essemtial
to have r wash stend in the gusst~room il the house did not
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possess & bath room.

A properly furnished sitting room would eontain the
orthodox three piece sulte--with one or two dining room chairs
and & saall table=—ln some omses thuse arn sup;lemnented by a
sldeboard, Ussorations asually sonsist of "art pots™ end a
striking clock.

draotioally in overy osse a young oouple will buy thelr
furniture in the "suite™, heedless of what their iadividusl
Aseds may ba,

IEEEXNXH
Zospitallty

Yos, the hospitality problem 1s obstructed hy many things.
Pirstly lesk of spooe——secondly leck of means. =xcapt in the
sase of a very intinate guest, the house itself will assume
¢ strained and artificliel stmosphere. "Mammers” must be puk
on, words ohosen with care, and attempts made %o impress the
guest that he 1s in the company of "nice well manmered people”.
The result is usualy e complete "flop", and lesk of under
frisndship between host end guest. It is ther:fore more frequemt
to find friemndly reletionships golng on between the working
slass In the sheps of Junday mfterncom tee pertiss. 'hish ruma
%o a set programme——elfternoon conversetion, followsd by tea
(bast oups and saucers--specialy prepared food), them in the
svenlng another chat or & geme of cards. The company return
hams for supper or else !1:5:; to regvlve a drink snd biscuits,
cexes,or sandwiahes.

“1th regard %o the unaxpectod guest, undhboutedly a speeial
aeal would be prepared, it is doubtful if a visitor would be
asked to stop for a meal unless something prossntable oould
bes offared. It cannot be said thet eyoling has made aay groat
difTerence %0 this hospléality problem.

Food. Heals usualy conslst of breskfest, (oggs and bacem),
dimmer (middey) two oourse, tea, snd suprer. The m! d-day
meal is graduslly becoming imown as Lunch. In this digtrict
(Suffolk) there 1s a habit of gerving pndding smd grevy before
the meat and vege This is definitely a proletarisn sustom whieh
is now dying out.

Health. Thoere is dafinitely s foeling of inferiority at
belng on the “penel”. This very often is ensouraged by the
dootor, who will treat the private patlemt ae & "oustomer™ and
the pamel patient as m nuisence. The working oluss definisely
do mot get a correctly balsmcoed diet, elthough in meny omses
they do not get sufficlent. Those who enough osnnot
al'ford to buy properly belancsd foods. is proved by the
repid increese in gastric cumplaints in reoemt yeers. UNany
families nover have any fresh mllk but live entirely on cheap
skimmed milk (tinned).
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children. In the medn it is discovered thet the childrem
who sre undernourished ere the gquickest %o piock up & disease
and the slowest to learn their lesssons.

Heli Thess usualy oonsist of visits to relstions.
o many workers & holiday is only & few days lock-out with the
consequent "short week" to follow. Amomg the "labourer” glsas
there is no sueh thing ss"holideys with pay”™. The north
hobit is definitely mot prastised im this distriot. Childrem
ere alwvays taken on exouwrsions thus limitting the Ssops of travell
snd making the excursion a days herd work. I wonld not sey
there is any speeial time for buying new elothes, most workers
buy one best muit in about three or four yeers. Thus st the
seaside the ewoursionist ocan of'tem be seen in black gost end
bowler het, for the simple reason he hask not other slethes
then those he works in.

Guiet spots are not popular with the workers, they inverisbly
gltn & place with numerous smusemente (feairs shows »te).
& is beosuse tne high speed pleasure takes their minds eway
from the worry which iz continuously with them.

s samping is more of'ten confined to ecar owmers thanm oyeling
b5,

Bdusation. ¥any perents oconsider the new sshool~l
ege wita apprehension, mainly bessuse the wages of the fourteenm
year old are badly aneoded., Teohnigal education has not yet
progressed fer in selementary education.

ihe olass nature of British fducation is not gemerally
realised by the working olass, Scholarships are regarded as
something %o be won by & freak with exceptional brain power.
They are certainly looked upon ss = meens of bettering onegelf,
The question of serviss to oneas fellow beings never arisas.

Fow of the proletariat regard themselfs as fit to control
the countryk, mostly they believe the moneyed gless are better
fitted, The fect that Trades Unmion snd Politisal ieaders are
usualy sonsidsred to he in this elmss, supports this bellef. If
you heve not sufficient mental abilities %0 be "in the monay”
you are insapable of raling. This is oftem brought KEJE home
sherply at looal eleetions, where s middle clegs cmndidate
(Labour) oen often susosed where a mores true representstive of
the workers has failed.

Amugsment. Undoubtedly the sport and cinems drugh 1s

the obief pastime of the worker. FPods have bheen the chiaf
reason for the inereased interest in sport.

Theatrieals and orafts sre mainly still the monopoly of
the middle class.

ipn entl-geabling drive at the present would be eonsldered
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a8 & interfeoring with rights, subtle propaganda in the wey of
showlng up Foels Comapny's profits amd competitors shensces
of winning might be useful.

Drink does not im my opinion, somstitute »
problem. The price does not allow the normal worker %o ndulge
to any greet extemt and "pube” are melnly empty except at
wosk-ende in wmost provincial towns,

Ihe oimema is tho most dengerous weapon in the handsg
of the Faseists. The working class movements heve been %oo
slow to “get in" on thls ground snd ere still s long way benind,
Petriotie end rmoial smotions are played upon, sad very oftem
in en srguesent of present day affeire o worker will stete
something he sew on the films ax & basis for nie deliefs—
oblivious of the fael that this wae absolute #Mation,

The chureh may still be considered of importanne in village
or very small town life, but in tha mein it has been deserted
By the working almes. The shildrem are umaly Parged b bhalr
parsats %o go to Sundey Sshool wntil thay srs Pourteen, but
vary fow stick to the Chureh efier that,

farsone in genoral are looked upon as st another
man who has got to malke a living, and mot as the helper end
advisor of the familv. dAalicions seseularism in Trads nions
is not very marked, although the Catholies of'ten ocam be found
attemptine o taks ocontrol of looal movaments,

“omen, whilst it ie true a lot of wark asn be oYtained
froa them, do not teake em sotive pert in the govermmoent of
working olass orgams. Tais is Deosaase in the main they do not
stady politieal theory te eny great extent but are poverned
by their amotioms,

Yos th- alags nan be frasd from sanslevement 17 1t san
b2 proved that e working olass eultare omn bring with it the
real ocomforts of middle eless swrrowndines.




ilfred Simpson

ALf Simpson works in the railwsy workshops Por 45/- a week.

His wife is s mamber of the C.P., He hes one som, aged 13,
Mostof his lsisurs tiwe is spent acting and nrodusing for the
Fsople’s Theatre at Newemstle, mnd he gets a little extra
money when the theatre broadoasts. He sometinmes takes drsma
alasses with the unempleoyed. H= is well reed, sspecislly

in the drame, end he¢ has s fine tsste. lie peints weter-oolours
but sheaerfully admits that his son pesints better. His wife
hes reoently takem up soulpture in wood, somevhat 1n the menner
of lienry Noore.

iis work at the Feople's Theetrs has hﬂmsht him imto
sontact with middle-olass peaple. He hu met J.3. Friestley,
and there ere tem pages sbout him im . s knows
Sir Charles Trevelysa. Oocasiomally s vith members

of the upper middle class, 1::ghmm-hor-m
helidsy, but ho comseiously ses to leave the vorking olass.

He iz disilluaiomed and despondent sbout the future of
the working olaszs, The o worker won't bother to educeate
himself, and only wenmts spch relaxstions es betting, pools, and
films. They find it difficult to believe that KA1If Simpson
doesn't get paid for his soting end producing.

s first became intereosted in hooks, plays, mnd politics
through ar Bducational Bettlement, snd Por this resson tends
te over-value ecdwestion, learning, snd the intellect. He
thinks that if the workers could be educated, wo should got
sosislism in Unglend; but thet this education must teke pleoe
gt sshool snd not efter, ag the worker ls then too mmoh

cocupied in esrning e living.

Alf Simpson is nosrest to the Communists in his politieal
views, but rrobably not e momber of the party, as he eriticises
the Vopular Front line beceuse of its effect on working-olass
oongel usness. !lis wife reads the Dally Vorker with complete
faith, but she errived at her political views not by intellectusl
reasoning but by "religious” sonvictionm.

He was a bit l:u-ph!.ms of us at Mrst, beosuse he thought
we vere "Christisns”, but he wes reassured whem we axplained
our religious views.

He hes a grand senss of humour, and he is a very sbls
talker. He oan speak King's inglish, but purposely refrains
exgoept on thoe stage.

He does mot feel thet our faguiry 1s likely to heve muoch
effect, but be is willing to try 1t omn.

Hospitality. Seeing of friends, in large tomm, limited by

EELEE feres. Ouests do not sleep on floor. Someome arriving
at meal time will have meal, something extra if thet gean be

provided. Cyoling has mede little differeace.
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Health. OChlldren are not limited by fear of risks. Adults
Faar being stopped from workiang end therefore prefer ratent
medieing to seoing dostor. Ll%ttle conlidence in panel dostors.

Holidays. Cyocling has made little differense. A few people
gamp. Most workers huve nevér bosn enxsy for resl holidsy.
Holidays with pay will mafle dif'fer-noey but most will not go
to the gsountry=—{sar of goumbry, and wouldn't know what te
do; would go to erowded sea-sids leees. Childrem taken om
day trips.

ducation, Onrly wvaluable in 20 far as it helps to get a job.
Hoglperents caxnot aflord to leave childrem a2t school longer
than necessary.

frmacoments snd Sports. Chiof amisements ere oinemss snd peols.

Falitloal end religlons eotivities. Vory few arc interested
in politias, only few interested in Trade Umions. Toung
workers ere not inter-sted im relipion. Older Trade Uniom
leaders came from NHcn-conformist chursh and this was the
aguraos of thelr smergy and feeling of responsibllity.




WINUTES: INQUIAY COMMITTEE MEETING, Jume 9 1939, 32 Delsisze
Rde, lsVe B Present were Marjorie Youns tchnim]. Dorald
Urent, Jeennie doComnell, Rarl iolenyl, Lemneth ¥uir, Mery
Suir, Iirene Orant, Jeen idwards, Ted “dwards, Elinor Ulmen,

l. Cemp: Nerjorie relportead on smswers to suggestion of

over fugust Senk lolidey wosk~snd. In the light of disoussion,
it was decided that Farjorie should write to the interested
peorle indloating that the semp wes postpomed to allow time
for furthsr preperstion, but thet a wesk-snd disoussion would
sertainly be held, probably in lLondon; the mew dooument in
preparation will be donoeived es sn invitetion to such &
eonferenceg the sonfesrence will disouss moans for working in
sommunity oenters and new housing estates; en sxpert in this
fleld (Feddy?) must bs present. All thess facts to be sunounsed.

I.hlrhrtuhhpuumﬂqmunuw\rh
huu.m;mumwmunmmw
oo, must be resghed. Ouostion whether the National

is so resotionsary as a whole thet all work sust be done whore
umm.mﬁuwimmum-am;
it ocan be hslped to fuster revolt ageinst its policiss. Jo-ditions
in the mew genters and ostetes and possible SEEEAREIARNESEELE
ﬂmﬂmhmmmﬂmﬂhmmﬂﬂh
investigated. Comittes 0 make this investigetion: Ted, Jesn,
Jeannie. Feople mentionsd who may be helpful: Olive Leey
H.i. Hess (Ireme will see hin); Hlesnors iydell.

The dseislon €0 work along this line doea mot preslude
csontinuation of the type of work with the questionnsire
already undsrteken. z

3. How dooument: Hot in foru of questiomnaire, to be mads as
brisf as possible. GSub-committee to prepare & draft: irame,
Earli, Uoneld, Zenmeth, Jeammie. The dsoument should state
ssvoral oritieal points ebout which something ought to be
done. Genorel: l. Soslalist working slass somsociousness and
the gymbolie ocharaster of sonventions. 2. Nature of the
pregoni sitastion: ‘reparstion to fmoe change in the world,

5. Give omemples from experienes in Vienns, Specifie polnts
sgreed upons 1. Friveoy. 2. Furniture. 3. Ouests without
meals. XL 4» lgeth to the si bs Geambling: beosuss
its funotion is to foster the on thet the worksr osm and
Mdmuutufhhmﬂuumuuhﬂ-irmi_lﬂy
sontradiets tho soolelist view. It was sugrested that the
disoussion of these points should be based on & podkitive gemeral
statoment on what 1t means to be a reel soclelist: .
diserinination, reslistiec outlook. It was sgreed thet the
doowment should be eleerly scclialist. The wireless was nentioned
as the most widespreed drug, snd it was supgested thet it might
hmau-napﬂtﬂwm:l-;hﬁd
edusation might ba treated rn ntroduntory
portion of the doousent, but not es one the speolifis
points of ochallenge.




AINUTES : ENQUINY COMMITTEE, JULY L. MPR, 16 Highbury Greve Gourt.

Fresent: !'arjorie loung {ehair)

Ted Edwards, Jean “dvards, Ireme imnt, Jomald Grant,
Kemmeth Mulr, and at the end of the meeting Tary iuir.

1. Aeports: lrgoe Grant reported on the visit to the lionor Tmk
Housing “state Nursery “ehool ‘arents’ "vening. The head udstress
symp-thetie to the inguiry and ready to co-operate. The talk on
"ost-war Viemns to the “olbers arcused mue: interest and some
guestione and resarks. ilousing estale without any kind of plan
for filling cut Lthe existenge o" thoee in it.

see Alf Gispeon and hie te elrole
Jin Clder, Teesdale, was visited en
engqulry msterial with dm, his wife
wvoren seed to understand the ¢4

i

E

Gatholic feesling) eomtempt =md 41 of the “gtl-mal ounell of “osisl
serviee; a demire for and belief in "edusation”, and s convieSion that
1726 wne a bemting and that iLhey have never recovered frow it. The
Hzpeans theuselves sre in semy ways living the kind of svancipated

life wo apeak of) here agin the woman ubderstond best, an' is considering
what she ean do to waken other wouen with whom she works Lo a sicilar
understanding. Lotiie Cimpeon herself a first class coutast froe our
mt of view.

m&m and Jean -dwards reportsd én cooversation ~ita

L.frivetley from we had sarlier md a very inmtelligent comeni gn
the Taquiry. They report very positively about Iriestley as a contact
for Umloguiry work. (o is a comseript, a disilluel ined wember of the
Les Does tot sse what ¢an be done im Lorthampton, and is ammicus to
miu at all mulfhwm or conferenge we Arrance,

2. Jssussion en gotiing into Comunity eentres and housing estates.

It was agreed tiat, exoept in certaln individual eases it was no good
trying to get in through the 1.0.3.5. Certainm exceptions sugh as Jeannie
LoConuell's or Ted Zdwards in Yort'ampton (BDert Taverner) were
wentioned. Nursery sshools , ( one in Oateshend with whieh the Siupsons
alsc have contact ' were regarded as s hopeful line , and it wae decided
to try to learn more of the poesibilities here. irfies Lo be made
throuch Joan Case, Irene Brocuball and Odpay /i1l ining Oollepe.

It mas resarked that Sothers with children of mursery school age
fakhers too are compelled to go im for quite drastic changes of
h““mn

mumhmllMMth“d‘H
« In preparation ssubers of the conmittee agiced o

ani
Lhalr
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whieh come in to have the doourent in fim]l erder for Lhe nemt Courdttes.

Noxt Conmittes July 2Tth, € pem. at L.Young'e , 16 Highbury Growe Court.

:
:
S
i
:
;
:

Fames suggeste! for invitation 1o the Conferense to be held in Lomdom,
Sep 30 & Ost 1, 19%0.

Alf and lottie Jimpeon. Oosrd ttee mesbers:
Le "ﬂuﬂlr- ln!“-

A.dope and | 're lope. Jearn duards
AtVarley. Ted “demrde

£ .Platts. Fonmeth Ludr

5 stimirleby Lary (ulr

A figlroe. lrenc Grant

Ere losmord . Jamal! Crant.
Steynor faunily. : ‘arl rolanmyi
He"rowe. Eliner Ulman.
Jim Telsh's contast im feannie .oConnell
Tysens, orthacptorn.

Honor ' dwarde

| -Hiﬂ#‘
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Editor of Plebs,
15 South Hill Perk Gardens,
London K.%W. 3.

Sir:

it is proposed to undertake an snquiry
inte the influenpe of middle class eonventions on
the forms of 1ife of the working oleass inbikis
oountry. Conventional forms of life of mlddle
phu origin ere widely socepted by the working
‘eclass, and the prevailing influense of these

aopventions ig one of tne meinsteys of th. rrasemt
. so0insl system. The enquiry is mot intendsd merely

40 t informetion on this subjeot, but teo

foo he intorest of the working oless on this
vitel Auestion. 4Any one who is genulnely latorested
ih this mether is epsced to cormunicate with me

st Th#® address oslow,

-

Yours =ta.,

-]

darjorie Young
18 Hirhbury Grove Court,
London ¥. 5. '

Hsrch 31, 1938,
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AN ENQUIRY INTO THE INWFLUENCE OF MIDDLE CLASS CONVENTIONS

Tha scopn of personel life end social intercourse is narrowed
today in meny respects by customs and habits which do not correspond
to the resl noeds of the people concerned. 4Anything that tends
to restrict the mobility and frezdom of personsl life must
rosult ia & weakening of the working class in carrying out its
sask. PFreveiling conventions of this nature inhibit working
elass pacple from meking the best use even of their limited
resources. Iet the clearer it becomes what are the conditions
under wnich a fuller personal life =nd more creative social
reletionships are possible, the more are we able to distinguish
between real end artificisl nceds. Many of the latter soring
from middle cless conventions which the middle cless 1tself has
already discerded, anc which osrtainly restrict the life of the
working cless. £feal needs are either personcl and not conventional
or else spring “rum “those useful conventions which are besed on
agtual conditions and which provide en apuropriate framework
for the 1ifa of a workine class which is fitting itself, individually
end sollectively, for its miesion in society.




The following are some of the relevant aspectsti--

1. Mobility.

i.0 fReility and freedom in meeting friends and ocomrades, in
visiting distant places and neople, and in meking usé of lelisure
end so on. Apart from cheap fares, mobility depends upon such
things as:=

B. the use made of housing space,

b. the conventions of hospitality and conviviality,

c. whether cechlildren are necessarily ineluded in day=trips,

ds how far use is made of hiking, youth hostels and

other fecilities provided by open air lifa.

2. Personal life.

i.2. the freedom to shape relationships with friends and acgquaintencss
aceording to personal needs and inclinations, and, where nocessary,
the freedom to be alone. Apart from the conventions concerning
the use of housing spacs and hospitality, the freedom for shaping
personel life depends also on other factors, such as:=

g. forms of amusament,

b. holidays,

¢c. politicel and religious activitias.

3« Use of resources in the light of resl needs.

4. Estrangement of workers from their own cless.

@ & @4 F P @ @A @ B F ® R TR

We propose to collect material for the application of the
above eriteris to such subjects asi-
g. Housing.
b. Hespitality.
c. Hezlth (insurance ote.)
d. Helidays.
2. Educatlion,
f. Amusoments and Sports.
g. Folitical and Religious activities.

=




HOUSING

g are well awars that the existing resouroccs in working
class nousing arc inedequate, but to what adventage are those
evailable used? Is the kitehen-living room usual? Is the parlour
dying out? Is a room kept for speoiml occasions? There do
children who reach sccondary school do their homework?

Is it possible cheaply and esasily to heet the bedrooms? Are
thoso useod as bod-sitting rooms?

How fer does the naturs of the furniture prevent the use of
the rooms for a numbor of different purposos? e.g. Can a guest
be put up in the living room or paerlour?

Wnat is regarded as the minimum of furniture required for
a. a properly furnished bedroom?
b. & properly furnished sitting room?
What additional furnishings aro rcﬁardud as essential’? In the
casc of a young couple furnishing "out of income", do they buy their
furniture picee by picco, or do thoy purchase e "guite"?

The no=-policsh problom. Whet kind of decorations are favourad?

HOSFITALITY

Is the exchange botwoon friends limited by the lack of
ovornight hospitaelity? What is the activeo tradition of hospitality?
Sunday wvisiting.

Do gucsts othor than relativeson holiday, ever stey the night?
Is a guest allowed to sleep on & living room floor? Or a sofa?
Or do members of the family turn out in order to givo the guost
a good bed?

Do 21l gucsts oxpeet clcan sheots? Would they bring =a
slooping bag?

If somoonc comcs in uninvited does he nceessarily got a
meal? Viould such a mcal moan shering whatcver the family happenad
%Yo be heving or would somcthing special bc propared? If means do
not sllow for spocial mcals for guosts arc they still invitod to
share what is going?

Has sdded mobility due to cyolixng mado a difference?

Timocs of meals. Kinds of foods. Amount of cooking rogardod
as cssontial. Are 5. Weles and N, lngland, e.g. held by a local
tradition which effocts all classcs, or is it also s middle-class
tradition coplodrt

HEALTH
Hardiness; docs uppor cless socurity load to readiness to
teke moro risks than the working class can?




working class supcriority ovor lowor-middle class owing
to growing offoctivoncss of hoslth insuranco. Is thoro a
conscious superic..ty? Or rather & resentment at being "panel"?

f'ood habits.

Heelth of children. £ccidents or breakdown in health of
children a heavy burden. How does consequent timidity affect the
consciousness of the childrenf?

HOLIDAYS
knnual holidays. Femily visits. Excursions. [inancing

holidays. The north-country tradition of saving herd and spending
hard.

Special holidays. WNew holideys with pay arrangements.
Are children teken on day trips end excursions?
What habits ol dress prevail with regard to holidays? Aire
these herd and fast? (New clothes at Whitsun?)

Lre shops end other amenities of civilisation regarded as
essential to a gnod holiday?

Is camping spreading to eny greet extent? Or only among
gertain groups? e.g. cyecling clubs?

Results in traditional forms of relstionships between men and
WOmEN.

EDUCATION
ittitude to education generally - hostile? More positive
attitude to techniecal education, hirh school ete.

Class naturs of British educmtion - is it accepted or resented?
Doss the working class envisage seizing all the opportunities
availeble
1. "to better onesclf"? or
2. to become fitted and competent in leadership?

Sgeondary education. Estrangement of mambers of the working
clags from their owm peopla.

# national systom of education? Uhalification demand in all
preparatory school tsaching would make it a fact.

Is it true thet the working class reogards itself es, and
actually is, competsnt in industrial affairs - c.g. trades union
life - out as less compotont in mattors of govermment? What are
the fectors here?

Cless weapons - Speech. {B.B.C. English is a foreign
language. ! Training in responsibhility. Loadership and hardincss




in tho uppor classos.

Uo paronts show any co-operation with tho school? Is it
acceopted or oxpceted by tho school?

AMUSEMENTS ~ND SPORTS

Tho placo of emusemonts and sports in working
olass life. In what groups eroc they prectisod and enjoyod?

totive: Growth of outdoor lifc and oxercisc. Immconsc inercass
of cycling. Biological rogonoration? Participation in gemes.
Growth of dramatic and choral groups? Also craft groups?
Hiking?

Fassivo: Crowds watching gamecs. Tho drug of the cinems.
Childron's cinoma programmcs?

Gembling - its incroasc. Broskdown of the anti-gembling
movement run on & thrift bessis. Is it time for a2 now enti-
gambling drive in theo working class and in tho intcrost of working

£

class ¢ffcetivoncss in its class strugglc? Ditto drink?

Towerds what is all this growth dirocted? Is it safo-
guarded from & rcactionary, cven Fascist developmont? (cf.
Germaen Youth Movoment?)

POLITICAL iND RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

The church and tho working
cless. How far is church activity still rcal? How far nominsl?
How far positivoly rolinquiched? Why? "Tho chapol up horc uscd
to stand for us”. (Durhem minor.)

Nonconformist idomslism, morel snd cthical hangover, carriecd
over in sgeuler form into tredos union and political life. Its
paralysing offocts.

Status of mon and women in Church and political ectivity.
"Thy women reisc tho monsy and the men do all tho talking".

How far dons cvoning school ote. intorfore with political
activity? How far tho opposition of parents?
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SNQUIKY INTO TaE INFLUGSKCE WF MIDLLE CLASS CUNVENTIONS
Housing.

L think thers is a tendency to replsse the iitohen-livieg
rogm plus seldom used 'perlour', by s living room snd & saailer
kitchen usoed omnly for oooking, waghing up, ste. doderhflats
anid smell houses soem Lo be plesmed in e way; L heve in mind
some new "Coumoil Houses" in Chathsm snd romesber thet the
utMinnhu;uﬂfth-ttrm;lymmMﬂfth-mnf—h
o vented to move from his own house beasuse the "pariour' hed
to be used es a bedroom Jeaving only the kdtehen ns & 11 _
room. lrersonally 1 think a 'perlour' is only dasirable if 1%
is going %0 be used; if the perlour is not going to be used
I sonsider the living roum end kitohen the better ar
but I do »not know how far & "parleur' 1s still considered
desireble as 2 mark of respeotabllity.

Bedrooms. Jaly in modern houses where there ars gas or
sleotrie points ¢osm bedrooma be nested sasily. 1 should think
that hesting & bedroom is fairly generally coagidaered luxurious.

Bedrooms ars not often used ms sittiag rooms in uy experismse,
except whan pecople ars living in lodgings or sasll flats. In
sone middle ciass homes witieh 1 know, where the houss is a
moders oms, Lhs childrem's bedroom is erramged so thet 1t cen
be used as a sitting room end home work dons Giere. I Eie
se=e femillies lived in larger houses tiey would arrange s
separate study for the ehildrems 1 do mot think tuls arr
of a badroom ms & place for dolng homework lan would be found
in 8 X "woridng cless' or & poorer middle cless howe, owing to
the expenise of heating end lightiog.

Farniture. In & houss where there is & bathroom, 1 comnsider
thet ths minimam of (urmiture fei & Pedroce lgi-a bed; o smell
chest .of dresrerss and some arrangenant for hanging clothes
\eurbourd, ocurtained reeess or more preferebly & weidrobe);

e mirrore Altermstively: ¢ bed end the kind of wardrobe whioch
has both shelves end hsnging spece. Most peeple seew to congider
¢ shsir rssentiel, but ginee it is more often used for putting
things down on than for sibting om 1 emarot thi k it reelly
sesentlsl. 1 nave known people witn very little monsy who have
bought dreassing tables with lerge and ecompliceted mirrers, and
"trinket gots” witihh wideh to funish them.

i think s sitiing room needs a cough. I should probebly
bay one whlioh ocould be turmed into a bed; comfortable cheirg=-
the numbar would depond on the mumber of people likely to use
the room at ones mnd would rether be too few than too menysX
la mell table; shaelvas or a book-sese; rugs or a omarpet; onrtaims.
To this minirmm smount 1 should like to add: veses [for flowers;
cushjions; & resding leamp; a plano; Te vireless. If I possessed
pietures or ornsments whish I really liked I would probeably




put some of them in my sitting-room, I ghould not buy any
sreclelly becmus~ I should ponsider n sitting-room unfurnishihil
rithout thems I think s good nmmber of ;eople would ocomsider
rlotures end & wireless-szet sssential. A alass of foupteans
yeer old girls wrote me comiositions om farnishing s flat
reoantly: four or flve out of the twenty Puraished the sitting
room with nothing bat s redio-gramachons mnd s soscktall cabinetl
I should imepine the ~istureos responsible for thet,

Buying Purniture. I think most ;eople bay a "suite”™ of
farniture: shops ocertuinly tr; to sersvade peorle to do so amd
most kouses T go into have a "sulte” im cither sitting room

or bod-room, or boths Om the whols, I rorsomally think it

& bed systems if I buy e "threo plece suite" for a sitting roem,
1 got, two arm chairs, both of which ere toc large for ms, snd

¢ goush vhioh sennot be ussd im eny cther way then the ons the
memafeoturer thought of: If I ¢hooss the three things separatsly
I oan hebe tro srm chairy of A4ffsrent § sheres snd slzes end

8 oouph whioh osm be used au I wish.

'Eal_'ihlity.-

Cost of trawelling 1s wore likely %o prevent frisnds who
1ive in different towns from visiting one snother them lsok of
hﬂ!"“it-litr-

<m the whole I think the guest is glven tho bod snd e
menbar of the femily the s0fs, but 1 should imagine that depends
¢ good deal on the relative mges and siz:s (inm relation te the
gofn) of the guest snd thoe hosh. Clean shests are usually
srovided for a guest but I do not think the lask of them woumld
rrevent the hoet offaring hompitality for the night unXless
he or she, falt that the guest woild look dovn on some ome unable
to sroduoe sleen shests. I 4o not think anmyone would anear
with a8 sles lag-bag unless 2sked to do so.

Gusgts at maals. I 4o not think minvited guests would be
given & mesl unless they ceme at mesl time or hed had & long
Journey. Some peovls would invits a guest to share what ever
thoy had et thoro IECEEKTIXRXIEREXX still 15 e feeling that
syasisl preparation is nesessary. This has s restralniug offest
on gussts who ofben do not viasit friends wnexpectedly because
thay Tear giving trouble. We have some friends who +vill never
be persuanded €> stay to sa er when they vislt us in the evenimg,
unlogs thoy heve besem definitely invited, besamse they foar
it will be "a bothor"~—astuelly waiting for suprer antil thay
have gons is more muisance for we should not mske spaeial
arrengements for thes. Ny landledy salways ;rovides "
speclal” 1f 1 have a vislbor to tess Some friends of mine
here wors taliing about this rioently sad agreed not Le provide
g, oclal for oue another at lunoh or tea so Lhat they
eould visit ome another with loss restraint: these peopls

mostly undergradustes or people wh> had recently been students.




Hoals. Jften in working elass homes several members of the
fanlily ere sway from home at mid-day, end the main meal is in
the evening, ususlly mbout six o'clocks This tonds %o make
sasutl hos itality harder than for middle slass peoyle for whoem
tea is a more easlly prerared meal, nad for whom it iz less
important if the meal has 0 ba shared smongy mors them the
number {or whom it was designed.

Holiday s. 1 wonder whether the growing tondenoy of sohools,
and slubs %o errenge scesial holidays [lor children may not
affeot the parents in two ways? when the holidays srranged for
the children are inexpensive cmmpling or walldng holidays they
may provids an opportunity for the parents % have a freer
boliday of thelr owm; when the holidays for the children are
expenzive excursions, or exchenges with foreign childrem probally
the result 1s thet tue pasents give up Lhesir own holidays. X
think this second consequence should be preventad by sshool
granta or bursaries to the children who, it is thought, would
banefit by the exoursion.

Mon end women. The sonvention thet om any sort of exoursiem
the men psys for the womem dies hard snd needs killing.
Susation.

dmong lerge rumbers of people there is hostility to any
kind of education whilsh 1s not presticel, sad IZEER oriterion
for this iz whether or mot the education tekes the form of mamusl
work; thus the ability to express one's needs in words so that
othwrgs will understand them is not usuelly comsldered of
pragticoanl importangs.

ine class unsture of our eoduoatldonel system ssems bo be
socepted upconseiously rather than recognlsed. Thls sttltude
is seen in middle-clame parents who refuse to send thaelr ohildrem
to infants =nd Junior Sghools, prefering mush less officlieat
snd often less well equiped 'privete kindsrga: ' schoolsy
i€ is seen agaln in the eadesvour to thrust into sesondary
sshools ghildren who would be mumch more [ittingly provided for
in m senior or sentrel sshool: a ohlild in a semior or gcentral
sahool would be gled to be treansferred to s seeondary sghesl,
but I have never heard of eny headmaster or mistress deriag
to sugzest a transferreace 1z the opposite direction. This
sless prejudlce fe making 1t diffieult to pul tie sohiemss oublinad
by the Heddow Heport into prastisce. 1 think it will make the
geme diffieulties Tfor many of the eshemes in the new
Esport, for both EK&XESKEES reports aonsider olassifisation of
children on purely edusetional grounds and ignore, to a sonsidersble
extant, aless prejudioe. :

The ghoioe of work by ohildrem leaving seeondary sschools
shews thel ssasondary edusetion doss Lend %o astrange people
from the woriking elase. Jertain kinds of work e.g. domestis
servies for girls, are looked down on as anly fib for psopls
from elementary sshools. Ihe streagth of this sttitude wvaries




from sehocl to sohool, and oan be modified %o a sertain extemt
by tho head mestor or heed mistress.

Phy should B.B.C. "mglish (if 1%t reslly exists) be son-
sidered & forelgn lenguage? Do you consider the lenguage of
@. . Shaw's prefaces not English beosuse it is mot the kind
of “mglish most people use in writing thelr letters home?

Cooperstion betwoen schosl and parsntes. Seny schools .
now have ‘Parents Ascocistions™ to encourage so-oreretiom botween
teaghors and parents. Mpoussions on hemework and sproers are
often srrenged. (I think there should be simlilar dissussiona
on rales snd sahool uniform and other details, and that

might join in school sxoursions end axpeditionz sometimes——this
may be done in some plsoes but I have not heard of it). In

some of the villages nesr embridge the sochools have hesn plammed
oot for the ohlldren salone, but as oentres lor the l1life of the
vhole villape; they are centres for evening classes, garden~
alubs, ohorel sopleties sg woll es for temoning the shildren,

;ougen ~nts.

fidng, csmping and oycling seem Yo me spontensous
emusencnts but I think a good deal of the games pleying sand
"keep~Tit' movements are organised “from adove" rather then
gy ringing fro= resl desire for thag.

EREESEESE Church.

“hurch orgeslzeti .ns seom to me to mix up ths '"respectabdls’
and the good and I wonder vhether ENEFEXININEY +his 1ls not one
of the reasons why the cherches sre no longer resl socisl sentres.
1 do not think thisz should be--Y think the chureh sught %o
be & strong force for disentengling »het iz good in itszelf frem
what is conventional.




Final text of covering letier for Lnguiry workers.

A group with vhem I am working in London is concerned with the question
whelher the working class of this ecounlry ean fititself better for its soeislist
taslc by comscliously froeing itsell from Hm middle class conventions inm ites
habits of 1ife. Af sugge=tod enquiry is described in the enclosed dooumsnt,
whioh we would ask you %o conaider earefully, sending us yvour comments and
reactions.

We are awoare that , as a result of ite history and developmemt,the
waricing elans of this country believes that ehange rust come graduslly, and
diebelieves today that any essential change ean come from within iteelf's For
does it look forwerd to Swpmdippeias-erd far-reaching transformations in the
structure of soclety.

But in owr present world changee are being forced upon us frojm with-

oitte Interpational events are broaldng in upon us , and o e already shaking
the foundations of even the stabls Cnglish sooial structure. As events come
%o a hoad, developments in this country will inevitably fellow which will give
A ne¥ meaning to working elass lifes If working peonle can see anew the
impfirtanse of the part whieh they will ultimately he oalled upen to play in the
emergency which is upon us , they will be armed with the knowledge of their
vital significence as & class, aud fitted for leadership at a historical
monent .

The enquiry we suggest in ihe enclosed paper might be the instrument
for erousing such a consciousness. It is, of course,in no way intended to

initiate a "free 1ife" or reformiei movementi. The need ie lor & realisstion

by the working elass of ite missicn in seciely, ani such changes as might be
Ao e B nnldys v, O F
made in ite forms of existence would blr&-r-hnh of the repudiation of middlefd

:nh-nimum!nmdludnrihipinthnpﬂtm“hmmm-rmhi’




GULTUREL, SLAVeAY sND THe CLASos STROGGLE

van ths wurking clas:s of this country fit itself better for
its socielist vask by consciously emancipating itself from middle
class conventlions in its own habits of life’

lo an- ore concerned in the strugels for socislism,the
nampering affscts of middle olacs conventions on the life and
nebits of work ng class people in this country must be evident.
The gusstion arises whether this handicap could be removed by
the working class 1tself. OSuch a possibility suggests an
enguiry to discover what chenges cen be made in its heblits of
life by the working class so0 os to make it more effective in the
class struggle.

Such an enguiry would, of course, be based on the conviction ®
of the paramount necessity of the socialist economic change.

Socialism cannot be lived in & capitalist soeiesty, but thet
is no reeson why socialists should not seek to become mere effective
in carrying out their fesks,by actusl charges in the forms of
their existencs.

Conventional forms of life of middle class origin are widely
accepted by the working class, and the prevailing influencae of
theso conventicns is one of *the melinstays o the present socisal
system. This tends uspecially 5o paralyse the effectiveness of
lecders because cheir duties as representatives of the working
eless bring them into more intimete contaect with middle class
modes of bghaviour spd middle cless institutions., The ascendancy
of' the middle class is mot restricted to intellectual matters: it
affects the practical details of liwing, It is with thase that
the enguiry would desal.

Questions of publie p51‘3£?WDuld not be raised by this
gngquiry, ner is 1t aimed merely at collocting informetion. The
enguiry its<lfP, carried out as it would have to be, mainly by
working =lass peopl:s, might be a mesns of reswskening a revolutionary
epirit, like that of Chertist times, nnd of appesaling to that
consciousness of common humenity whien still liveson in the
British working class. by which zlone it cen fortify itself for
its mission of leedership in the inevitable transformation of
sceiaty.
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FuR Tis CULTULL EMANCTIPATION OF THE WORKIRG CLASS,

A goup of socid ists haverecently carried outa prelipinary finmmahh
inguiry intothe cultural outlook of the British working class
from the point of view of the goclaliset wmission of thés class,

uominteprmimms, The results of this survey appeared to Tear out

vmmanm might have beén suspecte
what mmmharerheemnAnenantadniremn

from the start _
MDY i.s. that the working class is very far from having emanid

pated itsélf frowm the oculutralmim bondage of the upper cl= ses.THMIHN

Gndthat 1t5 EPfEGtITE“EE inthe class :hruE;la is hampered by this fap
There is a2 wide spread conscioisness of this fact among socialists,

but very little 1if any active Effert at emancipation.. Aokimm

mnoEnanhha




Draft for discussion drawn up by J.MeCe I.G. KoPa 4 E y A

FOR THE CULTURAL EMANGIPATION OF THE BRITISH WORKING OLASS. L

The present pe !
Booial 1ife and structure. Thelworking class in this

:i#ﬁ country may be“unshakably sure that no change ocan come from within itself,
i and mey preserve ite convietion that change , if it comes at all, muest comse
gradually; —but events are already overtaking such a poeitions™\ Startling

aml radieal changes are even now being foreced upon us from without. ;
dominktion of the working clase by cultural intimddation muet be 1

and owcome if they are to play their leading part in coming events.

-~ At present the working class in this country is maintained in a
; / condition of helpless inferiority by a clase system of education of great
}ﬁéf potency. It is dominated by conventional forms of life and habits of middle
class origin , many of them slready thrown over by the middle class itself.
Belief in themselves will relesse in working people the power which will

g‘ /Yovercome their paralysis.

The change towards a more whole and equel society, which life in
ite natural growth is demanding, cannot make eny real headway until the
working clasees become aware that they, and they alone, are the people who can
?ﬁ bring it to birth.

r Therefore it is our concern to discover how to bring about this aware-
ness, swarenees that if socilety is to change they must come forward as people
=3 who matter - more thern that, as people on whom all are dependant.
jgi Such a change in standards of 1life which are irrelevant to the
P> working class and ite tasks was carried out by the workers of post~war Vienna.
Ny In that city, in sociel habits, in manner of speech, in questions of education,
: of housing, furniture, amusements and many other sctivities, the workers
w not only rejected the standards of the middle class, but built up a oculture
| of their own so much more slive and appropriate , that it gave them superiority
N | in the content (7) of their existence and strengthened their militant
| revolt against the domination of the middle and upper classes. Such a revolt

' as this has not yet begun to make itself felt in this country.
|

\__——— Habite whi ?wuuld make working olass life, even on ite present

inadequate material basis, fuller and more adequate, might well be built up

and, indeed, become the eymbolof am independent oulture and of rejection of the
middle clase. The scope of pereonal léfe and social intercourse in the

working class is narrowed today by oustoms and habits which do not correspond to tha
their real needs. nything that tends to reetrict the mobility and freedom

of personal 1ife must result in a weakening of the working class in

earrying out ite task. Prevalling conventions of this nature inhibit working

claes people from making the best use even of their limited resources. Real
needa are either personal end not conventional or else spring from those use-
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ful conventions which are based on actuel conditions and which provide
and appropriate framewotk for the life of a working class which is fitting
iteelf, individually and collectively, for its miession in sceciety. The
militant worker would regard even small changee in his way of life aa
important not only bewause thay freed or enriched him personally,but
beceuse they helped him ae a socialist to carry out his task, and served

as & symbol of a new freedom.

Many such changes are possible. A recognition of the
importance of privacy ( so céntinoously invaded by unintelligent addiction
to the wirsless) or a readiness to entertain guests without feeling
compeI¥ed to provide a meal for them, might, in fact, have a releasing
effect on the social life of working people. Newer end simpler habits
in the question of furniture ; the relinquiehing of the parlour ae a
specall room, and loving in it inetead, such changes would have a freeing
effect. A consscious refusal to be intimidated by an upper clase
"accent", and an unceasing demand for a national system of education which
would exclude claes disorimination , would have dynamic resulte. Gambling, £m
from the point of view of a clase conscious worker would be seen for what it &=
is = the fostering of an illusion which weakens those who take part in it, and
renders them less capable of conseious revolt.
° In some such waye the working class must express its SUREEISHENNEY
recognition of ite own dmportance and significance as the class which

is called upon to lemd in bringing in a new order.




