





el b TS e Bl o s oot

Thia statement of the political stance of the SCM of Creat
Britain and Ireland is not intended to be a basis for mem-
bership. We hope that it will come under constant criti-
ciam and review from the movement itself. Nevertheless it
is an indication of where we stand now, a guide for strat-
egy, and & jumping-off point for further reflection.
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(1) Men live in relationship with one another in the
complex and changing patterns of their history. Theae
relationships invite a moral judgement; +they may de-
grade men, or they may help them to be more fully hu-~
man. Society, which is the sum of human relation-
ships, may oppress and limit men through injuatice
and exploitation, or it may help to dewvelor them as
persons. Its moral guality is changed, for better
or worse, by the personal decisionz and actions of
those who make it up.

(ii) The basis of our movement is Jesus Christ the Lord.
We believe that the control of history is in the hands
of the man whom God made its Lord, overcoming in him
the dehumanisingforces (including sin and death) that
restriect men's freedom. Hence to affirm that Jesus
is Lord of human history is to affirm that in him men
are themselves responsible for it. But Jesus in kis
risen life possesses that full humanity which no soe-
iety on earth has attained. He is Lord over all men,
not only over the christian church which aecknowledges
him. But %o sckmowledge him as Tord is to acknowledge
his demand to decide and zc¢t in such a way that these
decisions and actions can be his too. Whenmen do this
they bring history under his direetion, opening them-
selves to his presence, and move towards the goal in
which they 'attain the measure of the stature of his
fullness', when, through him, God-will be 'all in all’'.

(iii) If we believe this we must work out = prograrme
of action in accord with this belief and commit our-
gselvea to fulfil it.

This will be apolitical stance, since to engage in the
struggle to understand and change thequality of huran
relationships is to engage in polities. Politics on
this view is the grammar of human relationships. This
entails re jection of the narrow sense the word has taken
on in our diwvided world, with the implication that loc-
ally, nationally, and internationally political acti-
vity can be handed over to professionsls, =0 that it
ceases to be the concern of the people. This absence of
concern is itself a politiecal stance, for it implies
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