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PYRATES OR POLIT IEST

Arab Soclsties ef the Fercian 8ulf, 18th Centurys

The guestion I ettempt te easwer in part in this paper is simply
stated: What was the nature apd potentisl seale of ilaobepretion of Arsk
aociaties in the Persisn Gaif during the 1Bth Clenvury? Insefar az &
feirly detailed cncwerr iz possible, I think ite wsefulmesy is clears it
provides the customary “buae-linr:“_frm which %o catimate the exbtent snd
nature of ewliure change during the past ceptury amd a helf of olearly
defined asculturation pressurs upon Areb sopieties in the Peraimn Gyulf.

Thisa ila not, however, & simple historical mooount, but an endeavor to

4 ses throurh the historioml record and to comceive of this temvoral and
spatisl seqtor {the Persian (ulf, 1780 to 1820) ms a muiti-dimensicns) Tiald

in which a mmber of particulsr soofo-cultural systems of diffsrent typss

Taile

*Thla 4# & revislon snd emplification of & paper presented at the
Hortheastern Anthropologlesl Cenference at Cornell University, March 29-31,
1863, The research on which it iz bused wes supported by rrants of the
Socisl Sclence Eesesrch Oouncil in 1968~55 and the summer of 19<1,
Acknowledgment should slso be made to the chief librarien, Mr. Matthews,
axl steff of the East ledda Office Library, Lonion, for their courtesy aud
help in using the Gompeny pgoords houssd in their care, and, as well, to
the libraries of the School of Oriental ami African Studies, University of
Lopdor, end of the British Maseun. ' ;
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606Xist, Intersuyt, oF wolie, HOFEOVer, %“he enviromment in which thees
conteote ogour is marked by its limited and epecial rescurcss for uxploita-
tien and ite distlagotive hablitat conditione feor survival, companleation,
and mobility, This ecologleally limited but etrategiec field of contact
provides another tosting aren for mich renersl propositions ae the "ilaw of
eultural domimence™ {Sahlins 1260} or Pried’s hypothesls thut when e mors
powerful system dimvedes the hebitut of s loss powerful one, exbingtion,
aocommedatien, or transformation will ccour, :inpmdiug on the spesifie
losal ewproselon of economic and cultural ecolopiesl variables (Fried 1952),

It 1s firet neceseary, howewsr, to socertein the kinls uf‘ culbural
systoms in oontact with each other in the Persimn Gulf. Therefore, anly ow
smull pnﬁ of my general problem is presented hers, the revisisn of the
historical image of tbe 16th Century Areb socistles 2s "piratea® or
erganised “piratical™ groups or tribes, geserally lawlsss apd indiscrinicate
in their predetions. Buch a8 conventionsl historissl ¥igmpoint implies. of
sourss, that lrregulerity api unpredictability uharnu'barh; ﬁ:lé mavanents o
sogleties, particularly, as in this case, mocietles whish m-ﬁ 1ittle ﬁuwn
in their structure and mode of upami;iun, or whioh are aiigned gsempetitively
spainst the sacisty from which sich verbal reactions come,

Contemporary viswers of the 18th century Gulf mey be represented by
& communication from the loeal Porsian provinoial vawsr to the Enplish
East Indle Company Tastors at Gombroon {Banier Abbma). He charscteriped
the Arabs of the Gulf as "a Peoplesthat embraas every opportumity of Flxing

thergelves upon the most edvantapsvus plaoss for Savieation, snd who will
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soon meke the whels Gulf danperous for forelyn vessels." {FR 6: Sept. 28,
1751) the pontemporary British cbservers, offivers in the Eawt India
Cempany er the British Navy, contimis and deepen this viewpoint, zame
with sympathy for the Arab chiefs, {of, Warden 1866} zoms with sconsidere
abls understanding of the friability of the fimaloning Arab maritime
iinenpes mﬂ their mebility in literal pasgraphic twrmz or in their
ohanging solitiosnl allfannes (of. Kemball 1866a and b},

8ir Armold Wilsen preserves the annventionel historiosl wiew in his
standsrd history of the Persian Gnli‘_: "We have alresdy had evidenos that
the Arab dominlon in the Gulf was, at verlous times, the dosinign of
pirasy.” (Wilson 1954: 195) He further quetes Bemnmstt, ® , , , fer it
. was oot until.ﬁha Apab tribes were welded together at the sud of the
sighteenth end sarlier part of the sineteenth wenturies, and inoitsd s
pillage and mtn.go by the Wahebi emissaries, whe had ﬁm{lﬂ. their in-
fluence from Central Arabia to the cosst, that lawlecemsan in the Culf
resched its holeht," (Wilson 1984: 196)
. The ovidence iz also availsble, however, which indicetes thet thie
viow point of an emercence of piratiosl or predatory Lrad ecrrunismtions
is at best suporficisl and only one m of viewlnz the expansion of some ;
of the Areb sooial units inhebiting thq gcheres of the ﬁul.f fa{ﬁ:;ﬁrdtii;z;m; i

: eflianges oF Widre 6T ermpaph T3 Seak

end tributary stetus to Persia to the point at whieh they,; to oontrel
all merchant sh_ig'p.ina' woving through ihe Persisn Gulf, imsluviiny Buroposan.
Certein features of the Sunni Muslim Areb groups invelved ﬁﬁt’bled them te

do me: their reglomsl and ecologinul specializetion in meritime technology
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and sotlvities relative to other condipguous nrmn;ﬁl;@ir sontrel of
exploitative procedurss xt the pearl fisheries; thair,fl'i‘imgu apd ochief-
dom sooisl atructures; their armed superiority and mobllity which enabled
them to meintaln thelir elite if not cleearly mnd copslstertly cperglve
pagition over other pecoples from whom they seoured sconomiec pooude; and
their use of sectarian distinotiopy in Islem for political purposes.

A .briuf_ hilstorieal sketeh is sppropriate here to present tho temporal
d:l_nl_qnsiﬂn* Dpring the late 16tk Gégtury, efpenially aftor 1‘1'".*"9. (desth of
Earim Ehen), Farn;;'nﬂ sentrol from ﬁia shak’s eourt, over the ports, delands
and comztal distriots of the Persizpn Guif deolined steseply, British and
Duteh tmdinp' ﬁﬁutiﬂnu or feotories located at Gombrean {Emﬂ;&r Abbes) at
the southers end of the Culf wore sbendoned by 1765, For e time the only
relatively seoure amd profitable lscation for Buropesn commersial oytposta
wes at Basrs at the morthern bead of the Culf, eltersately under Otteman
and Persian control duriop thiz tims. In the course of the 70 years with
which I em @wn& {1750=1820), the Culf eppears to be the scans of
accolerating competition and confliot betweez relding and counter-
midigg;" £leeta of Sunni Areb maritime warviors deriving frem the ewall
ocsaatal tmu.and islania on both sidee of the Guif, .'i'hmug;_h thie scaeus
uf internocine fouding and plrecy the well-armed ehips of British and
Tatoh mman;tal ihtmﬂs maved, It fu sigpificent to note thai the
European merchentmen of the 18th Century wers large and deep draft vessels,
tur. ME. Misc. #528) end weve able to epproash the Gulf ports in only n

fow locations owipr to the yesfs amd shalleows of this shallow sen azd ¢
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the lack of navigation charts at that tims, Arubs served traditionally
as pilots throuch the Gulf to Basra. The inmdigencus creft of the Gulf,
later salled dhows, were penerally small, shallow iz draft, owift sailers
and carriers of cargo to and from the ~amy sorts whish larpe shise sould
net reach, whather Eurocean or the larrer desn ssa "dhows® of Miseat or
of the Indian merchants, At mid 18th gantury, the Avab mariners livin
within the Gulf moved only in smell oreft which 4id not imnrage the
Europeans ae in any way competitive with Burcoesn vessala, {FR &1 Qat, 9,
17801 "The Arabs have no foraes there [}nhmirﬂ of =ny conmequence, and
what they have b}r ase 1s in trankeye, that ure wesgels eomethiag likﬁ
shybars.” Traokeys at this time wers rather small vndecked or ga.r_tly
decked oruft, propellad by sither saile or ﬂ_ﬁll"-:J:

Thmp:hn_:.mt the later 18th Century, however, the maritime Arabs of the
Gulf inereesed comenicucusly the sises of their ah:lnsa of their fleets, snd
of their nmlu of alliance in mida;f; gresslvenssce ap:ainat aaah other's
-mi;_u and porte intensified MW clggr}g extonding thoix
control of corte and of shippinrs the ‘Iﬂmﬁ allianse of Ehmykhlir linm.p-ns
dominating Iumita Bakrain am Qmter, and the Jommeim of thu southarn coast
of the Guif {nmr thu Truocial. btmtas}. As raiding wnd "pirsay" utmc;ud
arainet mn-_!qrn'h wveesals deamed lepltimate prey, the Buropsans foumd 1t
negessary to arm and ﬁmny not only their own merchentmen (thosa of the
greet nstlonal tradine companies) but alse those ahips of the tprivats
-trada’ or country ("native") trede sailing uoder their prﬁt&ntian and

patronsge. Ultimately the Britlsh moved to arush by ferae the thraat te
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free movement of Eritish commersial lnterests into the Gulf. Twice, in
1808 and in 1B18, they destroyed a lurge propoxtion of the ships of the
south Areb enelave (the Jowaeim) sad their chief ports sad stbeched dute
palm plantaticns. From that point b@gﬁns the inorsesinsly sxplicdi
demipation of the Persian Gulf by Erﬁt Eritaln and the sztension of
continuous ecersive pressure sver ths Avab chlefdome.

But I thiok it iz elso neccesemry for e sthnelopical approach, shick
2ima tmﬂm pemeralisetions, te m this hiatarical aummmry in
terms of interactine systems of different types: the late 18%Eh Century
Gulf wue 4 scene In which &n imperial despotic atate, for reaswns uot
relevant here, lost gomkrol over the resources (pmaria, tribute, cuvboma
duf.iu at. the ports, and the poody and specis eatering the ports) and
polities at the southwast merpdn of its territery, the Peraien Gulf,
Alt_ing this margin end agross the Gulf on the osnasts ag,; ﬂ.mt_.h, coolorlgal
conditions permitted the existence of sogleties mlih a smaller seale of
politionl integration, chiefdem allispows, but & scele wh:tuh. wu;.d be
further depressed in scale by t-h; imperiel provincial sdministrative
system %o looalisad, trﬂmm. nhiuf&ﬂmé; Iﬂhrudimr_ pradually late this
eres were the transcort ead commercial sxtensions of stlill more oowerful
polities, particularly the comolex and ethnically diverse Aoplo-Indian
empire., Io this interim period.durine which oeither th; Persian nor the
Angle=Iniian system wmoved arfacthnljr to econtrol Gtha key resourses of the
Gulf (the pesrl fisheriss and market, and sapeoinlly the shipsins lanes)

ths pargina) or Arab syatams began to expend and o aunmlid'ata in tarm_,é
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of formal and adeotive oroneriies in their strectures o do so. Bt tha
point at which they croszed a boundery of control demsreatad by the
vowarful, intruding Apglo=Indian system, but epe nol recornizsd by the
Arabs, their expmnsion wes cut off by forve., and the Arab systems were
aompelled to return to localirsd structures.

Iwo kinde of Areb sociml unit epoesr inthe Gulf durinp this period.
In the historical record one is desigpated by the meme of the chisf only;
the second bears & "tribel” lsbel, eni cucazionally the ohiefs or shaykhs
are knows, with one penernily sssigned tha paramount lendsrship. Apart
from the svident lineage and chiefdom struoture implied, the varue impras-
gion is laf't that thers is little more than this Lo the orgenismstion of
the Areb nolities, they wore marmuding bends of tribesmen, or sailore
turned nirates as the opportunity arcse, until stimulsted by the ﬁahgbi
expansion to organized deoradations arainet foreirn shiopins s= well as
enzh other.

Eistory had reasembered the solitary chiefa as notorious individwmi
pirates, with their femilies, followera, fleets, amd fortifled retrseis
filled with the tressure® of numersue raids sad sarroes of plundered ships.
Mir Mohsnna of Bander Rig and the ieland of Kherg, his finel rstreat, asd
Ramah bin Jablr of Juatif, woere suoh lsadsers of predmfory uanites in their
day. w«ir Mohanne dominmted native shippingy in the northern part of the
Gulf for about 6 years {1763-69) befors he wea successfully attacked and
later killed. Both he and hemah bia Jabir did not, on deslered prinsisls,

ettack British ships. They hed no quarrel with the British, in pazt,
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perhape; bescomuse of the size and armed strength of their ships. Dut
another faoctor can be sugpested. As ghlefs of politiss and ports theze
men held offlves superior in status {c merchapts, by Gulf tradition, em

as el » ardod &5 ]
the Britieh weremerchents. An serlier exemple of the solitary chief, eo
ephexeral and minor as never to have achiasved the notice of atandard
histary, appears brlefly in the Emst Indis Compmany Fectnry Hseorde between
1749 and 1752 (FR 6: eotriea betwean Jun. 25, 1749 and Feb. 20, 1752},
Sha. kh Al% ben Calfan was chisf' of the town of Cherak on the Persian sids
of the southeestern Culf, north of Lingsh. Bis tribal affilisticn or elsim
of déscant ie unknown; he mas "at wer"™ with ohiafae of the larps sosleve of
Buwal&h Arabe, who possessed msny of the small soastel sorts to the unorth
of Charak. Ultimetely he wae beselped in his Charak fort by & strong force
of the Huwaleh allisnce and surrendsred to them after a few days. He wus
"exiled" by the Huwalah chiefs, or tsken hostege by them, with all his
family, to ancther town, in the oharge of ane of the Huunlah-viutnra (May 3,
1751} . Withln a month he had esoaped, with all his fanily, snd five or siz
large safling oraft of the Gulf, and had berun to support himsslf and his
company by raids oo coamatal villapes and passing Arab ahips. Early in
Fsbruary 17¢2, well-equioped end backed by & small flset aund ratinss ha
arrived at the vort of Gombroon {Bunder Abbua), mede his way to the court
of the wrovineial Persian governor, eatered his complaint for the loss of
control of Charak, & right inherited in his family for many remrations, s@
wee regeived inte the Persian eourt. Az 2 pirate he disanpears, BPut in
the brief time of six months of oirscy and reids, sfter his escape, he had

susoesafully snlerped his fleet to nine or more firhtine eralt,
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Shaykh Ald Bas Calfan'a secial uait, ®all his family”, rether clearly
implies not eonly the chief'fs immediate housshold, ineluding women and
ohiliren, but all male kinemen who acknowledps hia lesdershis of the line=
are, Lhe sige of his fleet, =nd ita ineresse, Purther imply $he etbtraation
of ethers &g retinue, Hir *bhanm, & littla over a decads Iater, was re-
puted to heve led a fematlically loyal foroe of twoe to thres thousend men.
(PR 16: sntries of May 29, 1766 end March &, 1769} Like the southern ohiefl,
iir Hohanna hsd lost control of the port h:m Bunder Hiz, and hunse hiz
stabie sconomic base of support., and retirsd to the lalend of Ehergz, from
which he subzesuently oarrisd out hie depredetlons and exerslsed sonirol
ef ahipping throuph "his terpitory.”

Charglk, the small constel town from whieh AL Ben Calfan wes drives by
the Buwelah Arabs, was described in 1761 by Careten Yeibuhr us sn indepen=
dent, and still Buwaleh contrelled, settlement whose veuvpls were chiefly
enrared in pedr) Pighins and were repowned for their skill (Hiebukr 1774
2re).

The impression theat such predatory chiefs as these, or eves the more
powarful alliagees such ae the Fuwelsh and luter the Jowssim nsd Utud wers
simply piratiszal bande iz erronsous. The Culf Arave conastituted, in faet,
sn sconomically specisliszed, ethaleelly dlstinet "castes" of the cvastal
populations of the Persian %ulf, AI} bui Mir Meobanns were Sunni Muslim
hyrabs, snd expressed their eoconomis end politiosl diatinctiveness and
superiority over mﬂ?ammna and Araba aleo in termaz of the superjerity

Mrr'l' 51";].1-'&-
of Orvthodox Islam over herstical sects., Hw. Wolennse, = Shude 4dred, was
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thus exeluded from support by the Sunnl chiefs on these grounda, All
were orpaniyed in linesres wilth ponealopical traditionz which linked
them to the great tribes of Arabla. Those chiefs and their kinsmen wsre
the marinera of the Gulf, ownine and sontrolliny not only sailine eraft
but slao sgaping in or controlling exclusively the meritime astlvitiss:
pearline, fishine, piloting. the coasting trude, and ths lenr dietencs
carrylnpg trade te India and Afrfsa. Neibuhr noted that.as occsasion dee
mandad, the Tichipr craft becamo & fiphtiar ship, and the zailors and
fishermen warrlcre. Ths exolusive ncsssssion of ehips avms, end of navie
ratlon akills put them in ths cesition of esdvarmtara aver athers neoples in
their settlemsnts along the Oulf Comsts. The Sunni maritims shilefs end
lineares did pot engage in eultivetion, nor in the lasal srefts of son-
struction and shipbuilding, nor ia the diverse serviocs cocoupations. Not
until late In the 1l&8th century, if st all, do they appear az merchants
owning eor engapling shipe to oarry their commercial stosk. HRether, as a
brief deseription of one group will show. they formed en elite coatrolliing
but not clearly g rullng w in each oconstal settlemsnt which pussessad
any sconomis diversity at all asart from meritime activities. They cum-
peted with eaoh other for the ocontrol of sich "most fmverable nlaces for
vavipation” and not infrequently moved from neint to colint, s elearlyin e wilkre o
H"finionim ef expendinre linempes: and they also meintained their
positions by raid and counter-raid. Nisbuhris sacount of the Araba of
the Persimn elde of the CGulf zavs that esch ocomptel ssttlement had its

own shaykh, electad by his kinsmen fvom one family, ard denosed by them
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when he failed his offios. The shaykhs within Hiebuhr's observatisn held
no soonomic privileges and provided for their houssholie from their own
fishinr ani fﬁighti.np.: entarsrises, Each such town on the Persian shores
formed a body of kinemen mlprornrrm thelr independence in poverty to
upifylng voder a greater muthority, and only by their contimual rajide apainat
eaoh other hopsd tc bacome rmhimahuhr 1T74¢: 269-T2)}n In spite of the
soveral occaslone on which the Huwalah Arabs of the Peralen shore did ally
for ecllastive action, it seems apparent that the pattern of their eporadis
sett]l ement among the apgrarian Persiens end the provimeial orpanisation of
the rerion contributed to meintaining the Arab politiea on the Porsicn side
of the Gulf at the minimum scals of volitical intepration.

It iz on the Arablen side of the Gulf, however, that larcer sceles of
erranisation by sllisnce were ashisved, Onez of thess, penerally referred to
as the Jowasim people, aoquired fams as the pirates of the Ommn somat of ths
Galf who challeaged the British for eontrol of Gulf shiopine and who were
the target of the British mttacks in 1808 and 1818,

The tame Jowasim seems to be a corruption of the name of the founding
ancestor of the sheykly family lineege of meritims Arabs who exeroised
sontrol over the ports and settlements of the uouthm‘?;e;ﬂ shores of the
Arad side of the Gulf. This home t;rritury of the Jowmsim somprised some
25 gosstal towns and hamlets snd their hinberlands mlong the Culf shore of
the Omen Peninsula from the tip beyond Rems south %o Dubai. It alss
included & few settlemente on the opposite side of the Peninsula, Ts

some extent this wes a territorial unit or putative stete, althourh zo
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boundaries wore cleer aml are not so today. Behind the comatal settle-
menta lay pestoral tribal aress snd a Pow oases, ani the Jowasim clesriy
drew upon the deasrt tribeew n, their distant kinemen, for warrisrs to
wan their ships or guard towers and forts. Domuments fram the early 19th
Century ani soattered sontemporary referencsa in the East Indie Company
fectory records indioate that the Jowastm settlements wers not eocnomically
ssll=-supporting even in the food staples apart Prom fish. Imported fros
' TemAan

Mugeat, Bahrain, Befire and the Persisan shors wers all ,ailding materials,
arms, hirdware, cloth, and dates awd grain, Teak for their shins was
brought from India {Kemball 1845: 92-5 ftnt.}. Suoh needed geods wers
purchmsed, and money to purchase them came almost wholly from the eale of
pearls. Expleitation of the southora pearl banks of the Gulf was the
mejor resource of the Jowasim, and they sold directly to the merchante
from thelr boats or home ports. By end large the pesrl merchants wers
Banian Hindus and the market was contrelled by them. dpart from the
pearling the maritime peoples of the Jowasim settlements enraged in fish-
ing, the lnternal Culf gomsting trade, mnd in each port thers were ons or
more larpe sailing ships which mede an smmunl long treding voyege to Ipdie
or lsngibar. Ae the carriers of economic poode in the interrerional trade
which eupported the populations in the Arsbian ports, ond as the controllere
of pearl fishine eotivities which jurchased mich roods, the key position in
the Gulf sconomy of the ur;ﬁmn Ayabe 1o elear. The aut;aa'!. ergani gation

-

anl division of labor ie howsver, but the 1ittle known adds %o ths
comnlexity of Gulf polities. Apparently most nf the divers from the
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Jowasim aren were slaves. In the ships puttisg out frem the Qatar ports,
however, the orews were free tribesmen, often from the interisr. On the
islands of Behraln and at Kuwait the divers were of more varied origin but
the majority of them wers cliemte of the ships saptaine and osmers whose
relations throurh duhﬁ eventually brourht them iate & serf-like paszitiesn.
(of. Barrison 1924: 71-84. ¥hether this description applies ¢o the 18th
osntury can be quastionsd. The truse peried of the diving season, noted
Mlu{rﬂditéf

A

Intermlly, tha orrpanimation of Jowaaim territory is beat Lnown from
desoriptions which seem referable te the fimal yeare of Jowasim independenca.
1800-1818, and which also seem consistent with the soattered entriea in the
East India Company Faotory Records (of. %ardes 1856; Kemdall 1B66a end b
PR Vols. 6-10, 1749-8%, pacsim). The paremcunt Jowneim chief resided et
Ras al Khayma. His soonomic support lay primerily in thess mﬁ
pearling, and fishing ounterorises for whioh he oould provide the ehips.
The ploture 1s by mo means clear, but it seems nlso agperent that meny
ports in ‘his’ territory alec provided a small inomme from customs or fese
for entry, with privilege to trade in ¢o¢ far as they supoorted any
oommeree &t all. Tribute is a term used elso to desipgmate & sentribution
to the parsmount chief of the Jowesim from the shlafe of such smaller
gorts as Ajmn who were not kinemen., # few settlamsnts of allied tribes,
partioulerly ¥aim, were, on the stherhand, subsidiged, m: they claimed oy
were pranted oertaln privilepes and exemptions. Over the larper of the

Jowesim settlements members of the chief's ocwn family, eepecinlly sons,
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were pleced, with the procesds of such secondary settlements ae their
portions. Marriages by a puram;:mnt chief extesled his allianss ties

apd implied the obligations of mutual aid in lending shipe, providing
fiphting men, and sharisg in booty. The Bast Indis Company Faotory
Begords clearly indloste the office of chief ag reprosentative of a

group, lseder of ralds, nepotimtor of terms of settlements affecting

these maritine lineagee, but thess Punctions did not necsssarily heve

any sirnificance for the classss of cultivaters or oraftsmen or merchants
also to be found in the ssttlements in larger or smaller mombers, EKenballis
1854 d.wripﬁnn is probably also penerally soourate for a half sentury
eariler. Within each settlememt the chiefs administered Joustice, but

were markedly affested by oublic opinfon. Semtences wers passed by Qadis
in asaerdanes with Shar'ia, traditional Islemie Jaw. The office of Qadi,
the pripnsipal ecolesiastical sutherity, appears 28 an schieved ane bassd
on peneral recognition of suwperior learning, sangtity, and knan]_.p;ga of

the law. Actuslly, like the office of chief, it wes moest likely a familial
izheritance. Lesser theologians and teachers t&nght rending and f;i‘bi.ng
in the mosques or their hames (Kemball 1856: 287).

In the central and northern Uulf, by 1790-1800, Qetar, Bahrain, emd
Kuwalt were similarly structured and formed aa elliame ef olito controllisg
H.ﬁ.ﬂﬂ.!, mm’h&a of the Utub tribe, each of uhiéh had sncugh firmness of
structure to be called by one historien a "state” (Abu Hekima 1960).

Por all of these elite chiefly Hmi’fnadat linenpes, howewsr. §t'hul:r

chief support lay in the proceseds derived from the vearl fishingand in
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shipping, looel or lonmp distance. And these depended upon coptrelling
ports with adequate facilities mnd having ships end erme te do so. As
"nirates® their "warrior" cless statue is emphasized, but they were
squally spesialists in the produotlve sense in their diving, fishing
and aaniling matlvities.

There are hints thet e poor year's pearl harvest for the Jowasin
led to an inoreesed rate of reidins and plundering the settlemsnts and
ships of other Armb polities, particularly t;tlu Mugontis whose abips
brought dasirable sconomic goods inte the Gulf ports. %5 The Jowmsin

* at war with _
wera thus "traditiomlly” /esdefescuestly the Muscatis and freguently so

with various Beal Mein towns on the Peraion sidu:hti:: ?E.mit and Bahrmin
Arabs, partially dependent upoen the northern and csptral pearl bapoks and
supplemented by carrying te Indla the premt date shipments from the Basrs
area, conkended with the Chaad Arabs who hald the northern Gulf phores
near Baasra. Reoiproesl reide were onrly nrocecuted agsinat Arsh nolitiex
with ﬁm.ﬂurn was & recopnlzed state of "war", arzd not indiscriminately,
or apainst the Shilte Parsiens oultivators samd other non-Arabs. There ars
snourh desoriptions of nlunder to indicate that »rovisions wers taken,
meat, animels, grain, eto., and that aon-perishable roods mipht soen find
their way into the markets. But throurbout the 70 yeer interim covered
here, the chief orizes were ships and arms, and this period is characterized
by the increasing size of the Arab ships and fleets within the Gulf.
oreover, winter wes the seasvn for reiding, and duriog thes summer. the

pearling eeason, & mutusl apd traditiomal pericd of truce prevailed. Tne
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peanrl bBanks themsslves ol their smploitation were not, as the desert
tribml grazing territorias of the Arabien Bedouls were not, ususlly
subject to competitlon, but were customarily exploited by the anearest
people eand theoretically were of free access to all. %hat was at steks
woers the tools of socisl and politliosl supsriority--shipe and arms, and
hence control of vorts and commerce.

While economic oressurs clearly nlays its role in the imcidence of
dJowasim raiding amd pirecy, theare mare ample Iiuiimtiann that it had also
the same institutionalized mspect of the camsl raiding of the Bedouin
tribes of north Arabia. and that it served in part to meintmin the
maritime Sunni Arab chiefe and their lineares in their elite and sontroliing
positions throurhout the Culf in respect to Shiite aultimtnrsnmga
and merchants and vie & via sach other. In 1808 the intermediary for the
defeated Jowasim, who sourht to napotiate a& psese treaty with the British
following the partial destrustion of the Jowsasim flesets, presented a
remopstrance to the British, To paraphrass this:

"They hopsd the British would not iseist on thelr leavinpg off
cruising against those states who were at emity with then; ne
agoording to the law of mations among the Arabe, blood could caly
be repaid by bleood; that if they did not follow this kiad of war-
Fare, they would loase theilr rank amongst the Areb states, and that
thelr snemiea would come to thelr wery homee to attask them; thet
they wers, moreover, sompelled by ths Wahabi Chief to wapre war

against Mahomedan States of the Gulf, to being them under the yoke
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and relipion of the Wehabie . . . their matural situstion in the

Q1f wes sach that they were sompelled to be enemisa to the greater

portion of it . . . The negotiator else pointed out, in the mame

of the Jowasim, that while they had attacked eapd nlundered ships

under Britlsh flag or oess, these ships were oot mannsd by Chrisztisn

orewe nor owned by British, but by Hindua apd other upbellsvers, '

("arden 1819; 309)

Jowasim pirscy was inised "orpanized™ ss ilson distinruished it From
the predationa of such solitary chiefs sa Mir ‘hbhenas, but it aspears to
have & traditionel depth and pattern not depemient upoen etimulua from the
Wahabi expansion of Central Arebie. In the Gulf thess Sunni Arsb seafaring
lineages ocoupy, in their specialiszed maritime rolss which sommended the
tools in ships and ekilla in navipation end raiding taotios, & position
analrgous to the desert samsl tribes the Bedouin, But in the Mulf they appsa:
as the controlling elite olass or omete in ccastally focussed pelities and
ssttlements with mixed ethnie or sectarian gooulations, Allisnces betwesn
the lineaygesin different settlements were riven by common descent attributed
to the traditiomml penealogies and oconsionnlly the record shows the
roinforcement Yy marriare, Yith the decline of Persian imperial control
of the Gulf, the Arsub cazecities to join for colleotive action emerped. But
ultimately they ran athwart the intrusive and more vewerful Fritish eommer—
ciel enterprises which drew & boundary unrecognizable to the Gulf Arabg: the

British fleg eaxd pess superceded ethnic and relirious identity,
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