NOTES
(The Faculty of Pplitical Scisnce at Columbin University invited its Departmente to
manvase membera &3 to their views on future teokn of tne University. The following -
notas wars submitted to tns Dspartmant of deonomics. )
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It is desirable that Universities in the fros democraciss of the world should
cnoulder th- tusk of countorscting the tendency towards cultursl conformily which
seems almost inherent in modern ccmplex sociely. The force of thsss tondencies has

become mors and more apperent. They have not bean created, they have only been
strengtheoned by rocent political devalopments. Mesns mnd methods sheould be studied
by which the health of ths commumity can be protecled against their «nfeebling
influsncs. 1t mould be illusory to sxpect frae inmstilutions as such to achieve this,
for our justly vrized safeguirds of fresdom may thamsslves bz subjsct to axcoriation
by the silsnt prossurs of th- intolersnce smenating {Tom mOCITH HAES democrscy. In
effset, it is public opinion 142217 vhich must b provanted from becoming = vohicle
of stondardizeticn of sttitudss, Adpittedly this ds & tesk of suprems difficuliy.
Ths University mey be the cns social organ eapable of teckling it. Its very nume
implice a brisf to protsct human axistence from devirtmentelizailon. Catholleity of
velid knowlaedge: endows it vith & politicsl sxterritorialiiy whieh, in this crisis of
our civilization, may be of utmost gervice to the national commumity and, indirsetly,
to menkind as & whcla.

idmittedly, any discussion of ths tesks of ths Uniwerzity ‘n regard Lo the
maintensnes of & sound public opinion on cultural cad intelisctusl natters is buset
at the moment by the dilemms of national gseurity varsus civie Tibartics, The
dilamms is undoubtadly a real ome; to ignors 1i is fo bury on:'s hesd in ths sand.
Yot it nead not prove quits insolubls, 1f tackled in o judieious spirit which 1s open
hoth to the ebvious pealities of the situation end the trenscondsnt principle of
poiitieal freozdom.

The point raised hers is an sltoegsther fifferant one, and rother tunds to ba
obucured by topical issuss, The denger 1s no lsss grave fer lying in the futurs. In
order to mest it, the Politieal Sei=ncs Feeulty might help to formulate the tasks
falling to tha University in theso nuxt yaers.

1t might be right to aceept explicitly tns responsibility of the University
towards the politicel commwnity of whica it forms a part. Its functions in ths
community chould bs snvisaged in the light of thic rasponsibility. For health and
morality, prosperity and safsty of the boay politic der-eznd upon ths golrit animating
it. Thz University as a romsrful factor im the formation of thet sririt is commitbed
Lo ach as a guerdisn of ths idsal of culturs in & freo society.

assursdly, the orgenization and functioning af most Universitiss, and certeinly
of Columbia University, is an cmbodiment of thess liberal prineiples. ¥hat more
aould Columbia do to ssevd them in the futurs then it has treditionelly dons in the
past, it mey be jueried.

The znswar, or ut ieast th method of finding it, is impli=d-in ths question.
The libsrel influence of Oolumble Univarsity must in futurs be made into an zetive
foree, consciously meintaining thet vhich up till now was only sn underlying premise

aof its existanea,

The spirit of an institution menifeosis itself through th: sggregats of the
agsumptions which regulate its sverydey sctivitiss. Clerity on thes: ussumptions is
a1l importaant. Culture involvas today veluation of maniloldness for its own sakeoj
defanse of non-conformity on prinsiple; rrotsction of minoritise in svery grhsrs of
man's organized sxistenes, in ths iatorest of ¢ll and s b irreducible will of the
ovarwhalming mejority; thoe ideel of & naticons! aecisty whleh iz frag by virtue of ite
diversity and articulation.

A decluration of prineiples along linss such as thess might form the first, in
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.‘-‘-'F  any discussion of the tasks of the University in regard to the
5 maintenance ef a sound publie opinion on cultursl and intellectual
 ds mattersy is beset at the moment by the dllemua of netienal securi

78 versus eivie liberties. +he dilemma is tmduhtﬂly.f resl onej H
i+] ignore it is to bury ome's head in thepand. Efit. need not Por
b phat-resson prove gquite insoluble, if taekled in a judicicma spirit
which is open both to the reslities of the situstion and the transce-
ndent principle of protection of minority vicws.

; f, The point raised here is an altogether gifrerent one, and rather
tends to be chscured by tepical issucs. =t It is no less grave for
| lying primerily in $he future., 1 mean the esgure unconscio A
t exerted by modern publie cpinion in favor ea culbure.

T4 is highly desirable, I gubmit, that Universitics in the free
gemoeracies of the world should shoulder the task of counteractin
the tendency towards eultural eonformity which s almost
{ Tern coprléx mociety. Lhe foree O hepe tendenelcs n=g K

more and more apparenta They have not been ereated, they have only
peen strengthened by recent political gevelcpments. Means and methods
| should be gitudied by which the health of the community can be protected
against their enfeehling influence. I would be illusory to expect
free inatitutions &8 such to achieve thig, for ouwr Justly prized saf e~
guards of freedom may themselves e subjeet tO axworiation by the
silent pressure of the intolerance emanating from modern mags democracy .
§ in effect, it is public opinion itself which must be grevcnied Irds
¥ pecoming & vehicle of standardization af attitudese This I8 admittedly
a tagk of supreme aifficulty. +he University may be the only social
orgen capable of teekling it. +he very name University implies a bricf
te protect humen existence againat gepartmentalization. Catholiielty
of velid kmowledge endows it with g political exterritoriality whiek,
- in this crisis of our civilisation, may be of utmost service te the
' netional community, and, indirectly, to mankind as a whole.

Tn this spirit it jpsubmitted that the Folitical Science Faeulty
formulate what the Universi'y might try to aceomplish in the next

YOERTS» :
: Tn doing seo it might we right explieltly to accept the ﬂlpansﬂiltr
| 4 of the University mmu political comrunity of which it forms
- |l g part. It is im e of this responsibility that itse speoiEl c

safety of the bocy politie depend upen the gpirit animating the cormunity s
7~ 1t is s & powerful foctop in the formatien of thad epirit tha.tﬂ;ha
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culture in a free gociety. O

Asguredly, the crgenisation and sunetioning of most Universities,
and cer tainly ;! celurbis University, ig an embodiment of these liberal
jnciples. What more could Colurbia do to gerve them in the future

gaﬁ it has trm_ﬁ.tianall:r done in the past, 1t may be queried.
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The answey, or at least the right method of finding it, is
implied in the question. The libersl influence emsmating from
c:}_t::.;ig:ﬂ:hm mn;a be made intc an sctive foree, comscliously.
main t ¢ lmﬂllnmtuﬂﬁuun&ar remise
of its existence. o ik s y

The spirit of an institution manifests itself dhebugh the
aggregate of the assurptions which regulate the working of its
everyday activities. Clarity about these assumptions is all
{mportant. Culture involves today valuation of manifoldness for
its own sakej defence of nom-conformity on principle; protection
of mincrities in every sphere of man's orgenised existence, in ths
interest of snd sg a irreducible part of the will of the overwhelming
: jeal of & I vy which ig free by virtue

£

A decleration of principles aleng lines such as these might
form the first, in itself a most weighty step towards imple entaitiom.

Wew Yerk, Karch 12th, 1948. Karl ¥olanyi.
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Hote.

The Faculty of Folitical Seience at Columbla University
invited its departments to canvaus members as to their
views on future tasks of the University. ihe above
notes were submitted to the Lepsrtment of Tecomomies.
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