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Edith Enpen: FEWHGISCHICFTE LER EUROPAISCHEN STADT
R¥pracheld Verlag, Boon, 1953, pp. 324,

Thie study of the origine of European citles followe an advisable
pattern, Vhile the focus 1s narrewed, the range of comparicgons 1s widened
in space and time, The work ceniers on the Pivennean type of Northwestern
Yrankieh towns of the tenth and eleventh centuries to whial ldopely "cet-
tlewents® of long di stance traders bhappsnad to be attached; thie type of
town, especially la Flanders and of the Mame, %= thez viewed in an all-
Furopean frame, including antiguity, EHence the contrast 1s, firat with
the Greek poligsy then, the southern Furcpesn town in general: finally,
the Cermanie madieval town ag 4t arose under influences emanalb lor from
Flenders in the direction of the Rhine, the ¥ain, the Danube, and beyond,
At this point, admittedly, an emotionally tinged secondary interegt of the
author emerges: the determination of tke Zermanic influence aseumesd to
bave been exerted throush the Seandipavian marticimots of the carasvan
frads, Erontusally the Maas reglom is ‘deglznated as the creative zons
whence the medieval eclty sprang and spread eastward towarde Germany,

For the regt, the typolozical schemes 1= drawn on the well known 1loes,

A sharp accent falls oa the "dual® originm of northwestern sitles which sten
fram the fusion of post-Roman civitas {in other cases the burzus) with a
neighburing portus of waadering merchante, The new evidence 1s summed up
in two ":ra.lmble mpe of northwestern Frapse and Flanderst the one HaD
representing the date of the eircumvallation of the portus or yicus

aboul 1000=-1150; the other, of the change in the meaning of burgensis

#rom merchant (mercstor) to urkher or citigen, The mps roughly over=
lap as the changes coincided 1n time, The South gifferantistes off

¢learly, The northwestern Buropean town grew up in a countryside that




the landowning aristocraey ruled from their fortified rezldences, while

in southern Turcpe the town 1teelf served as the residence, The laktar
type of town kad never for 1long ceased to be the home of the warrior caste,
the traditional founders of syncecized cltles, ever eince urbanization
reached Europe from the Fast, Eere we meet idéap of the Menghin=Kern
gchool Wilch are obvlously supplemented by the Weber-Hasebroek reading

of archalc Breece, eventually linkinr up with Mengoszzils insiatence on

the contlnuance of the pity-state in the northern Italy of the high

middie ares, BEence the umyﬂasiﬂ pat on the roles played by munieipal
traditions in the South, Thege were strengthened by differsncas of

civic organisationt! territorial foerme euch as the conjuratio in the South,
more personal forms of organization in the ¥Worth, the home of the gullde,
Some variante of these latter we find zlorified, some sre under a shadow,

Cm t;is mriienlar matter — the guilde == the ‘mprint of abjective re=
gearch fends to fade, and an. attempt takeg over to sstadlish as decisive

the Germanlic as azainst the Heditersamemncontribtutions to medieval elty
genegls, Followlng the example set by Fr, Vogel (1936) and Planitz, the 2i-
reanean portue or m&d:;?ﬂremd ¥iks, Thle wasg, of course, no more than
an abbreviation of vicus (maybe populzrized by its Fordie meaning of h&y]éﬁ%;ﬂ
Recently, the excavatlion of Birks in Lake M2lar, near Stockholm, and of
Haithabu, opposite Schle#iig on the Schlel, have ghown the existence of

a typleal portus develepment in the Scandanavian ares, Tegether with
Dorsted on the Lech, this proves an esrlp mrticipaticr of the Norze=
Dmnish in the new aafmran trade, The uncovered sites are closely

einilar to the emporia found by Lehmanw-Hartleben scatterced over the

Mediterranean heaches ze early as the eocond willennium B, C,
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The peculiarity of these lgettlementz? is that like the city of London
today, they weee pradiically uninkshited, Brosdly, rkexfumpikiow their
function was to gerve as a elte where strangere would meeti natives of
the hinteriand woulé brinmg along locsl supplies, euch as amber, furs,
feathers, salt, hides, etc,j finally, gcme facilities for transshipment
and storaze were avallable, Under civilized uﬁmﬂ.‘ltiom the reguisite
of snch a place 1 the presence of law and order, In their absence,
tne mquieite of safely may be, on tke contrary, the abasence of all
military force on the epot. Hence, the portus wae unfortified; instead,
4 mexs fence ar palisade indicated the confined of the neutral area.
Lehpann=Fartleben has shown the archasclopleal remaant -— low vall and
aliar — of these emporia atrewn over the beacneg of the early Mediter—
ranean., Such a port—of-trade ls neither an sgglomeration of human
habitation ner = market, Altogetler, arebaic trade wae the seeking ouf
of supplies which have alternatingly to be eollected and carried and re-
detributed again, The main means of tpansportation was rivers, laxes
and the seas loeslly lagoons were preferred, Overland trade followed
in the wake of waterways. The meetine places, whether on rivers, as

wae tle Tule, or removed from them, were not markets but porte-of-=trade.




Editt Bamen: Frihgeschishie der suropsischen Stadt. Nohrecheld Verlag,
: Bonn, 1953, 324pp. S
\}"u‘“\_&’ Mg yoi°
Thia study of the origins of Eurwm cities followsz an

advigsble pattarn, The focus is narrowed to pi-ﬂpﬂiﬂt, whila the range of
comparisons is extended in spece and time, At the center there iz the
plassieal Pivemmsen grown of Nopthwestern Prapnkish bowns of the temth and
alaventh centuries to whieh "ports! serving purposss é.f‘ long distance
trade Bappenad to fet loosely attached; this zpeelfic type of towm is
gontrasted to the other types of town in an all-Buropsan frams, ineluding
Hediterranean anticuity. There is, first, the Ureek pjlis; then the
Egputhern fuvopsan town, in generaly eventuslly, the Uermanic medieval town
ag it sross undar the ir-:ﬂummes espnating froe Manders in the directlion
of the Rhine, the Main, the Damubs, the Elbe, and beyond. Imphasis thus
iz on the 'dunl' ordigin of these northwestern towns that stem from the
fusion of the post~Homan clvites (in some cases burpgus) with an adfacent
‘portus, 'a place through whick mar-:lhtmdigl waz carried!, in Pirenne's words.
The evidence == such of it new ~= is swmed up in btwo charts, sach compris-
ing Tlanders, Northern France snd West Germany. The one presents the suc-
cessive welling of the portus (or yieus, as it wes also called) from 900
to 1200 A.D. {52 towns); the mther:';ft.he change of neaning of the word

1

hurgensis from percator, i.e., merchant to wurpgher or citizen #batweun 1050

and 1200 A0, (32 towns). The maps confirm the aceepted view according to
which the two sets of chanses voughly ooineided in time, The southern

Europesn tovm is, of course, altopether different. In the North, towns

erev up in & countryside ruled ﬁ“ﬁi}hﬁi}?ﬁwﬁ;ﬁl razidences;by the land-
g3 L A L o Y o T e LTI ke et Lo

ewning ar’latoﬂraa:ag;*: in the f-?m;t.?’*.g’t-?lﬂ towrie themeelves had traditionally




Z

served as residences to the warrior elass *war ainee the Trocess of urban=
Sumazadhats '

ization reached Europe from the Hast, This reflects the swesping approach
of ihe Menghin = Kern school, suprlemented by the Weber - Hasebroek read-
ing of the polis, and linked to Mengozsl's insistence on the almost uninter-
rupted cﬁntinuﬁncé of the eity-state type of town in the northern Italy of
the high middle ages. Hence the municlpal wrhan traﬁltinﬁa of the South.
These were eventually strengthened by the territorisl bent of eivie organ-
ization mfxkhe such as the sworn comming as enntrastedrin the Hcrthfta the

more or less personal organisation of the brotherly guilds of the Seandin-

avian earavan traders. From here on the argument 1s ath:i.bt.ad"y affected

by an emotionmally tlngan iﬂfEFBEb oo “orﬁic—ierwanin factar,.iﬁuﬁmuﬂ%uhunig ,

M‘; wb’w
R s having heﬁﬂﬁﬁ"tlﬂﬂ n *ha birth of the n&dlevﬂl city through and

if

?Fi‘ﬁian rartieipation in the earavzn trade. The old debate about the
sppraisal of the Meditersanean eultural inheritence is thus heing revived,
this time on the specific issue of the Jermanie role 1n‘the origins of the
medievsl eities. The gsographieal evidenos mﬁﬁ aupport the view that
the creat of the crestive wave moved slong the borderline separating the

area of the surviving munieipsl traditions of the South from tha more

f[::,g':mp.:m-ﬂ-"
backwerd Jermanic regions of the Bast, where the protective puilds of the
LA Foed #
long distance traders rided the nuclear organization of the portus,

| uﬁmﬁm.wm"ﬁm trend of the argumert, while chiefly psychologiesl
and necessarily inconcliusive moves within the limits of nationally oriented

TR
scholarsiip. Frisian and Wékéadﬁtradﬂra were responsible for the portus

Birka, sa the , nesr the present Stockholm, and sleo for Ebm
Haithabu, opposite the present Schleswig, where the Sghlel flows inte the

Baltie, These three sites were far from the Norwegian and the Frijsian
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goaste, on -inla.ri:c! vaternys; Birks and Halthabu cervainly served o3 meet~

ing places of #mﬁ saafarers with t.'he asravans arriving with goods

! i n.’L—' R
fron the Flack Sea and Iran. af thess rorts of trads led to

the sventual rise of a town. levertheless, sines the excavwation of Uor-

. \ i ; f{rﬂ, W et
atg in the middle thirties, “eraan historiams F apseaeh. Lo draw

bold conclusions. ¥Within a decsde the portus =5 well as its slternate,
¥ the vigus, was renamed g wik. Hundreds af Bnglish placd names end-

ing in wigk and a few Uerman towns of a similar formation were listed as

evidence of the Nordie-Jersanic origin of the typleal medieval town. Pr,

’ ! o
e - :
‘.ﬁ}gﬁlrﬂrw attention o the Tact that the vmrl;/‘wik' wae Tound to have
W :
been in use with T!:iﬁﬂf;m and Frisisms relferpring ¢4 2 place of disembares-

tion on & river or sther walerway where seafarers might store and trans-
¥ ship their goodsg (1935). Ho wan Pollowsd by the esimwemt suthority on

PLANTE the history of “ersan towns, H. Planitz (1547) and sehwenmemtdss, not withe
Fkh‘?."l G_ out mwmm ressrrations, eveng bv the late Fr, Rardg
G 8. Bonan, to oy mﬂﬂaﬂgﬁg'am bha irat
(1950}, ‘lowever,/fto have t!rtrud uead the use of wik into a8 work tr&nsemd-
Q-Eai.-uw
ing the Cermsan arhih, apd dealing with the sarly history of the Buropean

i .ﬂ,utﬁ o rj.@.gaﬁ = ﬁ
)f‘ toun. i . gatberrwf the uwniversal features the

early development »f leong distance trarin;r,fmt, in Burope alone but slse in ﬂg‘f

P e e
J i other cortinents, this mﬂm shonld not pass without

/ Mg om  hasan.

connent. The portug thet Plrenne Wiscovered ezﬁt‘f‘!'"e nutledr institution

of 191-&;_-{1‘ distsnos trade mhout the turm of the first millesnivm of the CLE,
2 fuds ' g =
wae ki@ continental analogon the emoorium &fec.f wag

¢ i
fourd by Lehmann-Hartleben (1028) to nawe heen widely spraad in the second
millennius B.C, sn the eossbs of the :’Ener!itarraheﬁ It waz a mesting
plass of strangers, surrounded on rmm)'s de by & low wall to denote the

limits 1:1" tr*-s mu?'ml gre% (;é mﬁ"“if'ﬂtertnd =55y by an altary P
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inva ria.‘m‘t;r.r aituated outs taide of 1rgj’*c-xt1 fied settle"‘ﬁrt; where such happ-

ened Lo be close and was iteel! open Lowaprda R{hn Die . *ii ka and Haithabu

[ e e A P L | Al A R AL,

P‘{ - shwwwamnmrﬂ.ﬂiuu. Recently Td Sakylonian cities have besh

gtated Lo have ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁd &0 ODE Ul r’i:.’n‘i\“ﬂ on vl'll?} river, outside of the
3
T Gty i-"‘--ﬂi sk ‘-u”l""

){_ walls. Such an gmporivm or k_ﬁgjwﬁ&* Bv established by “ﬁghmr*.ng inhabe-
: !-'nRF.t.
{tants or by the traveling traders %u intended as = place m for strangers
: b
W

£o mast swithout denger to thelr lives and goods. Fhem ithe meeting %= over
e e bgaan _
the place m%deaalam azain, Vith 2 number of wariantsy sueh was the

origin of the port of trads, Hany PEDS, unaclved problems are connected .
with this simificant institution. At shelr root, we should expeset io
diacower the basic distinchion EJE‘M{PE" the functions of traca and - er*eti

tn the sarly sconswiss. The desigmation pgrhus with its indication of ¢
g ' s %%E‘P":‘E ! G AV wmﬂ-‘,-wwf EL‘-*””
¢ carrying s egaiasst narketing should not be obsoured by introdueing Lerms
x._ﬂ..x...m‘w!tz, i L ; 7, !
rolevance such as the wilks heve the suthority of E‘ra.nga _
f e (s Iﬂ‘,,‘ "d"'
t =
for the asgsertion that wik ss dennting @ mrt of trade was gimsees short
; AP b 3'?\1:-.:!'1'.%% N R
for the?:m CuR, 9 CONDIN BEEe-oR--fEe ey -

SR "‘“""M*’M.
in suestion, e M'K—; LTS .}r

of, his article "rik® in: Beiltxd zur Geschiobte der deutschen
Spracha und Litersbur, vol, &% gig, Pe 221,
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BEaith Brmen: Ffﬁhgesehichte der suranfisehen Stadt, FShescheid Verlagz,

Bonn, 1953, 32fpp.

This study of the origina of Sorovsan sities follows an
advisable pattsrn, The fowas iz narrowed Lo ginpaint, ﬁhilc the range of
compariscns i exbended in space and time, AL the cenber thers is the
clasaloal Plremnean groun of Nerthwestern Frankish towns of the tenth and
eleventh genturies to which *ports' serving purposes of leng distanee
trade happened to get loosely abtacked; 4hiz zpecifiec type of touwn is
eonfirasbed bo the chher types of town in apn all-Buropean frame, including
¥editerransan antignity. There 1=, first, the Greek polis: then the
Southern Burepsan town, in genersly eventually, the Uermanic medieval town
88 1t srose under the influences emanating frem Flanders im the direectisn
of the Rhine, the Main, the Danube, the Elbe, and heyond, Hmphasis thﬁa
is on tha tdualt origin of those northwestern towns that stem Prom the
Fasion of the post-Roman givitas (in some eases burgus) with an adjacent
Rortus, 'a plagce through whieh ﬂarﬂhandiﬁh WS ﬁﬁPried‘Jin Pirenne's words,
The evitenee «—w much of it new — is summed up in two sharts, sach comprise
ing Flanders, Northern France and Weot Cermany. The one presenis the suce
eessive walling of the portus {or ylcus, 25 it wss slso called) frem 900

to 1200 4.0, {57 towns}; the other, the change of weaning of the word

*

bupzenais from serestor, i.e., merchant to burgher or citizen hetween 1050
and 1200 &0, (32 towme). The maps confiem the accepted view aceording te
which the two sebs of changes roushly coircided im time,  The seuihern
European towm is, of vourse, sltogether different., In the lorth, towns

SSRGS i 3
grevw up in 2 countryside ruled/from their rural Fﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬂﬂa;}by the land=

S

oEfing aristﬂcrﬂﬂgff in the South the towms therselyss had traditionally




sapved as reaildancss to the warrior claﬁajavsr zince the procass of urpan—
juation reached Burepe from ths Bsst, This reflects.the swesping approach
of the Henghin = Xevn schocl, supplemented by the Weber o Hasebrosk readw
ing of the polis, =nd linked to YMengorai's insistence on the almost unintere
rupted eontimuance nf.the pliy-state type of tﬁ?ﬂ_in the northern It;ly of
the high middle ages. Hemes the sumlnipsl urban traditions of the South,
These were sventually strengthened by the territerial bent of civie organ-
igatiﬁn gﬁxttz sash &2 the FUNFT GOMIURE a8 eantraﬁted#in the qutﬁ#tn the
more ﬁr lgss nerschul argenigation of the brotherly suilds of the_Ecanﬁinn
avign earavan traders. From here on ﬁhe srgument is sduittedly affected
by an emotlomally tinged inmberest swa Hardia~Geruanie factor —dt—je-einimed,
. : 3 : : L
Jﬁ“ffdlﬂjé naving besn active in the birth of the redieval eity through wiehing and
- f;ifsian p&rtiﬁiﬁﬁtiﬂﬂ to the earsven irsda. The old debate shout the
gppraiaal of the leditersenean eultural Inheritence is thus being revivuﬁ,
this timze on the speeific lausue af the Germanic role in the origins of the
medleval ¢ities. The geagrsphicsl eviﬂancmagggggdtﬂ support the view that
the eresh of the érestivs wave meved along the borderline separating the
arsa of the surviving manicipal £rhditinﬂa of the Sputh from the more
backward Gsruanic regions of the Last, where the protective guilds of the
lone distance traders supplied ths ndolear n?éaﬂisatian of the portus.
4%r#xL$h%f=§aéﬂt“Ehﬁ trend of the a;gument, whils chiefly payehologiesl
and necessarily ingonelusive moves .Iwi.thi.n the limits of nationally oriented
scholarship., frisian and ?gking brﬁdera wers responsible for the nartus
Doveulad kst '
of Hapsbes on the hwen, in Flanders, as well as the traede sstilenents of
Fﬂéﬂhﬂﬂiﬁ/' Birks, an tha Eﬁ%ﬁyfﬂake, near the preszent Jhookholm, and also lPor ke

Haithabu, opresite the pressnt Schleswig, where the “ehlel flows inte the

Baltie, Thase three sites were far from the Norwegisn and the Frigeian
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caaﬁts, on inland wmtommys} Birks and Haithabu.cartainly sarvad 2z meeks
ing ﬁlaqas of Yestern sestarers with the saravans arriving with goods
frﬂﬁ,thg-ﬂla&k Sea and Iran. Wow, rone of these parts af trads led to

the evenbtual fﬁﬁé of & town, Eeverhhaleé&, sinee the excavation ef Dord -
stad in the middle thirties; “ernan historiane felt sneonraged to draw
5nld conelusions. Within a decade the portus aa vell as ite alternate,
thé_giggﬁ, WaS rﬁngmud by thes yik, HWendreds of Emglish placé names end
ing in wick and a few Uerman bowns of a similar formation were listed as
eviﬁancé of the Nordie-Gersmnic origin of the typical nedisval town. Fr,
Vopal drew attenticn to the fact that ihe work 'wik! was found to have
E&ﬂn in usze with ﬁ%kingﬂ and Rri#iana referring to a place of disembarcaw
tion on s river or other waterway whers senfarers might stere and transe
ship their gnaﬂs;_{f?}ﬁ}_ Ha was followsd by the eminent aulhority en

the history of Useaan towns, M, Planite {1943) and subssquently, not withs
out some sisp of beaddebise, paseryations, eveny, by the late Fr, Horig

£, Innen, to =y knowledge iz the Pirst

EIFSﬁ)- Hawurer,fﬁo have introducsd the use of wik inte 3 work tranacend=
I ‘I'_'

] C‘_.-II-LEAQ.'%
ing the Tarman orbit, and da&lingjyith the aarly history of the Turvpean

= the universal features in the
- el s ferpe
early developmant »f long dlstance trade med in Eurﬂpm}a_ﬂnﬂr gEartss in
that
e other sontinsnts ek semantiec Irnovation should not pass withoud
# ".P-._WJ-»-:-':I,

comnenb. ine porkus that Plremme di scorerad aﬁ}?he miclear institutien

town.

!
- of lenz distanse trade about the ture of the first sillennium of the C.E,
Sige : i « bt ? bl
in Yorihwastern Burope), wos thm continental anslogen of the pepordum .ol cwas
found by Lehmann-Hartlshen (19228} to have heen widely apread in the second
millennium B.G. on the coasts of the Wediterransan. 1t was 5 meeting
lage of strangers, surrownded on one side by a low wall to denote the

limits »f ths nsutral aregﬁj and nroetected ?EEﬁ by sn sltar; Hums
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ihvnfiahlv situatsd oubzide af any fertified settlemani where sueh happ=

aned Lo he 21 r:rsa L a3 iteelf open towermds the ssa. Hirka and Haithabu

Ao, honot FDHWQJ o 3 R i
ﬁw,l\{:.qegaﬂ gharactariaties. Hggenily Uld Babylonian eities have been
i

gtated to hava peesesssd an open quay (kar) on‘ihe river, ocutslde of the
walls. Such an swporlum or kar whether es‘::a‘b;;_ishe:‘? by neighboring inhabe
itants or by Ea hreveling trsfiars ?in‘t-&ngiaé ag & vlacs #xfs for st.raﬁgars
tn reat i bhout danger Lo their lives and zoods. YWhen the meatingk;: over
the plai:ﬂ"iﬂa; Gﬁ%;ﬁd{;'&i;;lai}.e azein, W¥ith a musber «f variants, such was the
erigin of the cort of trade. Many #3533 unsclved problems are connseted.
with this signlficant institution, At their reot ty we should expeset to
discover the basie 'iirtiﬂutiw batween the fwnctions of trade and marketf
in the sarly mnmm:iaz.- The designation M with ite indication of
earrfing ag agzinst markebing should not be cshseuf&d by introducing terms
af »:i!.'l.hiuua relevanca such ag Lhe &k_. We have the wuthority L‘.t;& " Framgs.
f{:;r the mzsertion thet wik 23 denocting a port of trade was 51!]‘11:'1:}.}' short

I?'M ..I..-l.“;i.ﬁrf r,ﬂl:'f,-réc.-d

for the T;a.h.h vicug, a comron Remssleiuipen Loaad

i in the reglom
in guestion, i
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