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"¥or the gods heve hidden the livellhood of men”
(Hesiod: Works and Days)

DU

The Hesgiodio sge: Tribal deoay

A new world ignored by the eples comes into view in the
works of Hesiod, the eighth century Hoeotimn poet. It hes
endured unchénged to the present, at least in wide regions of
the plenet. This is the world of the independent pessant house-
holder: fiercely individualistic, morelistie, superstitiouns, ever
gompleining end thrifty.

In perspective, "Works &nd Deys™ is & docomentery mesmifest-
e&tion of the birth of the isoleted individuel - & psinfully
enamalous figure in tripsl soceciety. MWLth the independent
peasent 8 bitter ingredient Beorues to the existence of the vast
méjority of men; individugl concern for livelihood. It reflects
the novel threet of lonely stervation, = contradiction in terms
under fribel comnditions. Its specter heunts the glorious
rhythms of "Works &nd Days' and Invests them with en eerie note
of prophecy.

Eduerd Meyer, recognized the identity of technigue used
in the poetic construction of "Works end Days" and the Book of
Hosesa. Hesiods' troubles with his brother, foollsh Perses, over
the femlily inheritence ere parslleled by Hosea's metrimonial
miseries; the personal note introduces sn egriculturel elmsnsee
here, & foreign polioy trect there. But 88 to prophetie gontent,
the Hesiocdle poem is negrer to the driving ocut of Adem from the

Garden of Eden. For with the decey ¢f the tribe 8 new kind of
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uneertalnty, thet of the livelihood of men, 1s born, which
gnaws &t the core of existence while forelng into being, even
if in en uncouth form, &n element latent in the humen freme:
personélity. Under tribel ccnditions economic fate hed been
collective, not individusl; when it shifted with the turn of
the pestures, the run of the sessons, the favor of saun, wind
eand rain, it shifted for 8ll. Henceforth it waas to beconme &
fesrful compeénion of the indlviduel, who could rely no longer
on the traditional tissue of redistribution &nd reelproclty
to keep stark hunger away.

Hesiod discovered hunger &2 & pert of the humgn condition.
In the QOdyssey, the pressing need for food mekes lts sppesrsnce
only on the fringes of the aomﬁunitj. It is & shemeful event
which befells the outceest, the out-of-town begger, the unsccepted
gusst. The urgenay of its enimal Impulsions stemps the owner
of the belly e wen sens kin, lew and heerth. 'TPo belong' 1is to
get one's food in the naturesl course of things; not "to belong’
is to be concerned for one's food. Apsrt from the whine of the
warrior doomed to die &t the hsnds ¢of the victorious foe; the
laments of the wendering hero whose return home ls cut off by
& god's spite no outery is es bltfer &s the hungry man's cursing
of his belly which bhetrsys his sheme by its eraving for food.
The arrivel of & strenger, guest or wanderer is conventionslly
staged in the Ddyssey as & step~py-step change from the wretched
individual dencuncing his belly to his eventueklly being welcomed
end encoursged freely to perteke of the offered food &s it

would not be grudged o him however much he decided to est.
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With Hesiod this peripheric figure of Homeric court fig{. ;

poetry moves to the center of the secene. The spectre of hunger

is ever present in the unfolding picture of the people’™s life.

Though he registers reslisticelly the symptoms of tribal decay,

Hesicd himself was too close to the underlying process of dlssow~

lation to understsnd it in naturel ferms. Hence the mystery

of the doom, the finality End the unspesksble horrcr of the

Ircn Age. How wes man thrown beck upon himself for his nourish-

ment? Hed (in Hesiod's words) Zeus in his enger hid the bresd

of life, for that Prometheus of @rooked couneil had decelved him?

"Wor the gods have hidden the livelihood of men!" Men i= slone,

and e&re must never le&ve him. "But pess by the amith’s forge

and sunny plece of daellisnce in the winter season, when eccld

gonstreineth men from work, wherein & diligent men would prospser

his house, lest the helplessness of evil winter overtske thee

with poverty, &nd fthou press & swollen foot with & lean hend."

o ward off starvetion is the mesning of human life.

Hesiod's poetry records the first eppeBrence of isoleted
households on the scene of homén affeirs; very soon corn would
heve to be bought &nd sold. Almost contemporéneocusiy with him,
fmos, first of the great prophets; wes ocalling down Jehoveh's
wreth on fthose who bought &nd sold the produce of the land.

But the temple state of Judeh had by the middle of the &Bth
gcentury returned to redistributive methods, except for subordinste
locel food mérkets in Jerusslem. Isreel stopped troaffiec in food

gnd returned to the esriler ways. The Greeks slone went on

experimenting with merket elements. So fer as the hlstorien is

Eble to dete chenges in the awereness of the humén rece, it was



ponduct relsed by thls disturbing new feature of 1lfe.
Greek soclel history from the Homerie pericd down

to the beginning cf the fifth century is meinly the story of
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Gell to meet him that loveth thee,

but leeve thine enemy alone. And c&ll him
chiefliest who dwell nigh thee. TFor if
eught untowsrd heppen in the township, the
neighbore come ungirt, the kinsmen gird
themselves.

FPerson8l sefety now depends on the nelighber, not on the nutuel

protection offered by the eclen.

The good neighbor 1s an econonie esset:

An 111 neighbor is & bene, even &3
£ good nelghbor is 8 great blessing. Ie
who findeth & good neighbor findeth &
preciocus thing. Not &n ox even will perish
if thy neighbor be not bed. (345)

Few institutions Bre &85 deeply rocted In tribal life &s
merriege; in fect, marriege order ls fribal order. Yet Hesiced,
expleining precisely at what ege to marry, snd what sort of

women, advises his brother o "marry & neighbor best of &ll." (700)
-y
Only,gradually does the neighbor teke the place of the
gl V] A
kinemen. In-the Odyssey Telemachos is esked

the neme by which they were wont to cell

thee in thy home, even thy mother end thy

father and other folks beslde, the townsmen

and the dwellers round Bboutbt .. Tell ne

foo of thy lend, thy township, and thy city «..
{ VIII, 558).

Yet by &nd large the blood-tie still preveils.
-y
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With Hesilcd the hold of the tribe weskens, but lts
lingering comes in for meny subtle embiguities. Bloecd feund
is enjoined, but the revenge ls mede more personeal: he % who
18 hurt snould reteliste, not eny more the members of the clen
by virtue of their relstions to the injured pertiy. But even
the injured msn should fit his setion to the circumsisnces -
.++81ln not thon sgeinst him first, neither
lie for the plessure of the tongue. 7Yet if he
first sin egBinst thee, whether with unkindly
word or with deed, remember thou to pay him two-
fold: yet if agsein he would tske thee into
friendship, &nd is willing to give thee setisfaetion,
receive him. (710).
Not even the tie of brotherhood is excepted:
let the promised rewsrd of & friend be sure.

End with & smile set & witness even on & brother.
Por feith end unfsith ere alike the béne of men. (273)

The new individuelism disrupts the closest bonds of
kinship: no one should ever be trusted.

The structure of the family itself undergoes & change;
Kelthusissnism is expressly edvocaeted. One son constlitutes the
desireble femily "for so, weelth will incresse in the home.” [5?5}
Life is still posasible if there sre two soms; but only if the
fether meneges to grow old. In thet cese, the adventages of
division of lebour meéy outweigh the burden of the fragmentetion
of the lend through inheritance.

One of the grest themes of the poem is the injustloe of
the times. 9Uribel bhonds were wesaring thin while feudel bonds
hed mot yet hed time to develop. The greed &nd cruelty of the
princes, the helplessness of the individual egainst thelr

repeeity were equelly great. Hesiod describes the callous rich
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end the helpless state of the poor in magnificent im&gery.
How I will tell & tale of princess who
themselves ere wise. Thus spake the hawk to
the nightingele cf speckled neck, &s he bore
her f8r sloft to the elouds in the eluteh of
his telons, while she, on his crooked talons
impeled, mede pitiful lament: cnte her he
spoke masterfully: ‘*Wretch: wherefore dost
thou shriek?¥ Lo! thou art held in the grasp
of B stronger. There shalt thou go, even
where I ce&rry thee, for all they minltrelsy.
ind s I will, I shell méke my mesl of thes,
or let thee go. &£ fool is he who would econtend
with the stronger. He loseth the vietory and
suffereth enguish with his =& shame.! So spake
the swift-flylng hewk, the long-winged bird. {(200-210)
The treditional politicel structure of tribhal settlements had
been viciously distorted by the "glift-devouring princes”, who
pow feiled to return the lew snd justioe that wes thelr responsivility.
The empiy forms of chiefteinship remeined; but mesning and content
were gone. The tribsl obligations which those forms expressed
hed feded. Justice becsme &n &bstrect ideel to be pursued, ond
wes no longer the institutionsl setting for the life of the tribe.
there is & noise when Justioe 1s being
dregged in the wey where those who devour
bribes and give sentenee wlth crooked judg-
ments take her. (219)
Politlies now is for the weslthy: ™little concern heth he with
querrels snd courts who h&s not & year's vietoals 18id up betlmes™ -~
gone end forgzotten is the popular sssembly of tribal Ithaca.
The common meal spparently survived es an ococoaslonal if
somewhat poorly affeir; Eesiod mnst pleed: "be not intelerent
of common feast when meny guests ere bidden: grestest the plessure,
end the cost is least.™ (720).
But the venishing tribel reeiprocity could not be simply

trensferred from kin to neighbour, from clem to villége. In vein
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does "Works end Days" attempf to beése reciprocity on neighbourhood.
Teke Just messure from the neighbour and
give him just return with the s&me nes&sure or
vet better 1f thou pcenst, thet even so sfter-
ward in th{ need thon meyst find him & sure
hElPl IM

Interchenge of gifts has here been trensformed into & some-
whet erratic trensaction in which interest shyly mekes its
appesrance, This kind of mutuslity is necessarily selective and
unpredictaclie: one must be very céreful to whom one gives.

Love him thet loveth thee, 2nd visit him
thet visiteth thee. And give to hlm that
giveth, end give not to him thet giveth not.
Po the giver one giveth, but none giveth to
him thet giveth not. (353)

Wote the emphesis on the stringent necessity of fully
returning & gift: +this is in contrest to tribsl reciprocity, with
its shsence of rll precise eguivelency. One who would all the
time give inadeguaete counter-gifts will be regerded ss stingy and
perheps completely lose fece - but the gifts must continue, sinee
they &re decreed by the situstion in whieh the giver finds himself.
Hesiod's version, in feet, more closely resembles the modern idea
of persongl mutuelity then the impersonal but rigidly effective
recliprocity of the tribe.

And so Hesiod ends on & note of bitter werning: There may
come & d&y when

With wife end ghildren in engulsh of sonl
thou seek livellhood smong the neighbours e&nd

they regerd thee not. (396) ... For &n e=sy
thing it is to sey, Give me a teeam of oxen &nd

8 wazgon; but eesy it is elso to refuse: MNMine
oxen hsave work to de. (453)
No-one but the individwel himself, through unceasing herd

work, c&n avert "debt and joyless hunger": "Whatever be thy lot,



work is best.™ .... "Work ...thet hunger may ebhor thee...
For hunger is ever meet compsnion of the man who will not
work." (301}

Such & coneept of work is strikingly new-- & fer ory
from the Homeric ethos which knows not, for the freeman,
compulsion to work. Heslod spells it out In so meny words
that "work is no repro&ch, the reprosch is idlemness." (Z08)
Work must be steady asnd cerefully Bcheﬁuleﬂ:

Heither put off till the morrow nor the
day &fter. The idle men filleth not his bern,
neither he thet putteth off. Diligence prospereth
work, but the men who potteth off ever wrestleth

with ruin. (400)

Independence is understoocd &8lmost &s much in negetive &s

in positive terms. Positively, ilndependence mesns & full bern,

negetively, the svoidesnce of the loss of one's lsnd, of debt
endéd of hunger. Work, && suggssted sbove, cén prevent hunger;
proper orgénizetion of work cen provide & larger messure of

independence, 1ln walch

you sh&ll not look to others, but énother
shall have need of thee. (478)

But the help end good will of the gods themselves 1s needed to

avert the greetest evil, loss of lend. Evil deeds must be

avolded, &nd Heslod werns

#ith ell thy might do secrifice to the
deethless gods in holy wise end purely, &nd
burn glorious meat offering withal, 2nd et
other times do thou propitiate them with
1ipetions end with incense, both when theou
leyest thee to rest snd when the holy dsylight
cometh, thet they mey heve & grécious hesrt
and mind toward thee, and thet thon meyest 1
puy the lot of others, not enofher thine. (335£f)
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The mesning of these nestly-phrased rlternetives is
identieal with the Ziblicel hope thet "thou shelt lend teo
enather, &nd not snother to thee."

The economiec unit 13 the small household, members of
which should te cerefully selected. The denger of heving more
then one, or st most, two sons wes mentioned sbove. A wife
should be choser with greet oircuzmspection, not only to evoild the
neighbour's censure (end one should preferably marry & neighoour),
but because

no better spoil doth 2 men win then &
good wife, even then &s & bed wife he winneth
“no worse -- & gluttonous women, thet roesteth
her husbend withont & brend esnd glveth him
over to untimely esge. {703)

A msn should not merry untll the sge of thirty; first it
is necessery to =cqulre the proper servents ond the proper tools.
et & house first end & vwiomén and &
ploughing ox--8 slave womén, not & wife,

who might follow the oxen; and get all
geer errenged within the house, lest thou
peg of enother snd he deny thee &nd thou
go laeking... (404)

This women should heve no children (602). Beside her,
Heslod suggests & mele servant of forty, since he will be
interested in his work rether then in his friemnds.

Tn such & smell household, not & moment cen be wested
throughout the yeer 1f the struggle =gainst debt end hunger 1is
to be won: the idle men "gernereth m&ny sorrows for his soul."

Preperetions for the winter begin in sumzer.

Declere thou to thy thrells while it
is still midsammer: It will not be summer
siweys; build ye barns. (508)

Yut winter is mo time for relaxetion, either: Hesiod werns his
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trother to shun the smithy, where mer gather. £And the publie
sasembly (egora) must be svoided &t £1l times; for "little time
nath he for wrengling end contention who heth not leid up &t
home store of foocd for the yeer." (30}

Besides work, thrift is enjeoined: this was Bn entirely
novel idea. Weslth pgg;ieﬂé¥§:ﬁgz acguired by fraad, vioclence,
or gifts -~ &and thet, overnight, Hesiod not only risks the
peradox thet freud end viélence are the wrong wey of scguiring
weglth, but alse says that "if thou sddest but little to little
end doest it often, scon will even thet be great” (Z61) Rsrely,
in egonomie history, hes & deperture of grest conseguence heen
put in simpler terms.

Yet snother new chord is struck by Heslod: competition
gserves &5 8 stimulus to work, clearly playing &n economic role
in Greek soclety for the first time. Hesiod hés trouble describing
this new phenomenon. He observes in the very beginning of the
poem that there ere twoe kinds of strife on esrth, one of which
ie to be preised, the other "& thing of reproach", which incresses
evil wer &nd contention. The new kind is "the elder child of
blaeck nizht", whe "stirreth even the helpless to lsbour. wor
even when he thet heath no business locketh on him thet is rich,
he hasteth to plow &nd to plent =nd to arrsy hls house: snd
neighbour vieth with neighbour hesting to Ea rich: good is this
strife for msn. So potter with potter contendeth: the hewer of
wood with the hewer of wood; the begger ls jeslous of the beggsr,
the minstrel jeelous of the minstrel.” (12-25) Yone wes cffering

to underbid his competitor. Esch wished to exeel in prowess, 1o



12.

retein the privilege of being regerded &s the best, or et leest
the best liked. Eeaio&'gfggnatrelsj wes of-oswrme the femed
prototype of this kind of strife.

Trede is, of course, in evidence,. tut certeinly not &s a
force in peasert life. Hesiod distinguished two forms of trade,
neither of which &re very desirapble in his eyes. The one he
refers to simply &8s "seg-fering"; this is limited to an cecomsionsl
bertering of surplas by coestlng along the shore in & smell ship,
in the proper season.

Howbeit, if desire of uncomforteble sea-

faring seize thee -- when the Pleisdes, fleeing
the mighty strength of Orion, plunge into the
misty deep, then do blow the blests of 811 winds:
then keep thou no more the ship upon the wine-
derk se2, but mind thee to till the soil &s I bid
thee, &nd drsw the ship on lénd &nd cover it ebout
with stones to keep off the violence of wet winds...
ind thyself sweit the coming of the selling sesson,
end then hele the ship to the sea, &nd therein -
bestow the cergo, thet thou me&yst cring profit
home. ...Fraise thou the small vessel, but set
thy goods in & lsrge. OGregter the carge, and
greater the gein upon gein will be, if the winds
refrein their evil blests. (619 £f)

The other form, which he specificelly calls treding & {emgc-ria]IF

would appear to be more of En cccupetionel affsir. Tven this is
not & regular ccoup&tlon, tut only & last rescert for the
unfortunate.
If ever you turn your misguided hesrt

to treding end wish to escepe from debt &nd

joyless hunger, I wlll show you ihe mMeEsures

of the loud-roering ses, though I heve no

skill in see-fsring nor in ships. (646)
In eny ecase, the seeson for treding is very limited. The only
time which Hesiod Bpproves of &t ell is July snd Aupgust; unless

Foseldon ls determined, it is possible fo escape deeth during



that pericd, obut ons must be sure to return vefore the esuturm

winds. Those who &re reelly desperete seil during the spring

£ls0, but Hesiod werns egeinst it.

Sueh & ssiling is snatched, &nd you will
herdly avoid mischief. Yet in thelr ignorsnce
men do even this, for weslth meens life to poor
mortols; bmt it is feerful to die smong the
weves. (68B)

Only & smell pert of one‘s goods should be ecerried on Bny voyage,

because of the risks.

Footnotes =

1.

Lozs of lend invelves loss of stetus. The
origin of the smell scele angestrel holding
in the tribel redistribution of lend is
slesr: the word klercs is used here.

This is the first instence in which emporia
is employed in the sense of trede. H. Enerrings,

Emporos, pe. 1o.
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Chepter 51. The Hesiodic sge: Tribel deesy

"Por the gods have hidden the livelihood of men”
(Heslod: Works #nd Deags)

-

A new worlé comes Into view in the works of fiesiod, the
W Lol .
é%ghﬁgyﬁi%ﬁnrf Beeotien peet, # world of which there ere only
hints Iln the sples. ¥Tet i% hns endured unchenged to the present,
&t lerat In wide regions of the plenmet. This is the world of the
independent pesssnt householder: fiereely individnslistie,
moraiistie, superstitions, ever compleining snd thrifty.

In perspective, “Horks snd Deys" is o documentery menifest-
atlon of the birih of the iscisrted indlvidusl - & peinfully
fnomBlous flgure in tribel socelety. Fﬁ!ﬁﬁ%*h the independent
penssnt & bltter ingredisnt neerues to fﬁé existenee of the veast
mjority of men: the oconeern for livelihood. The new ferr re-
{isets the novel threetl of lonely astervetlion, # contrsdietion in
terng uader tribel conditions. Its speeter herunts the alerious
rhythms of "Works mnd Deya® snd invesis them with em eerie note
of propheay.

Hdunrd ifeyer, the first noisble histerien to pergelve the
grefrtness of Hesicd, recognized the identity of teehnigque uszed
Ilrn the poetie construgtion of "Works snd Deys” snd the Book of
Hoser. Hesiods troubles with his brother, feoollsh lerses, over
the f&milr inherltsnce #re¢ persileled by Hosee's metrimenisl
miserles. The personel note introduces sn sgricultursi ﬁ.l‘ﬂiﬁm‘
here, # ferelgn poeliey tracet there. But s3 to essentisl content,
the Heslodie poem regelis #noiher pert of the (1d Testemert, the

driving out of Adsm from the Gerden of Fien. With the deesy of

it if
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Ghapter 31, puge 2

the tribe & new kind of wmcsrtainty, that of the livelihood of man, is
born, which gnews at the core of existence while foreing into ‘nei.ng,
even if in en ungouth fexm, an element latent in the heman frane:
personality. ZEconomic fate had ber;m ¢olleetive, not individuel; when
it shifted with the turn of the pastures, the run of the seasona, the
favor of sun, wind and rain, it shifted for sll. Hencefoxth it was
to bacome 8 fesrful covpanion of the individuel, who could rely no
longsr on the traditionsl tissue of redistribution and reciprocity
to keep atark hunger amsy,

Heglod discovered hunger as a part of the humen condiiion,
In the Odyseey, the pressing nsed for food makes itz appearance only
on the fringes of the coommnity. It is & shameful event which befalls
the ocutcast, the out—of-town begger, eand the unagsepted gusst. Tha
urgenwnfitnmmﬁwlmatmpathamrnfthahelhram
sans kin, home and hearth. 'To belomg' is to get ons's food in ihe
netural ocourse of things; not 'te belong' 1=z %o be concerned for one's
food, JApart fras the warrior doomed to die at the hands of the vlictorious
foed the wandering hero whose return home is cut off Wy 111 fute, no sbuse
is 8 bitter mn the mngry man's cursing of kis belly which betrays his
shame by erying out for food. The srrival of & siranger, guest or
wanderer 1s conventlonally steged in the Odyssey sa a step-by-siep
change from the wretched individual denouncing his belly to his eventually
beinge weloonad snd encourdaged freely to parteke of the offiered food as
it woald not be grudged to him however much he decided to eat.

With Hesiod this peripheric figure of Homeric court poelry
moves to the center of the scene, The spectre of hunger is ever present

in the unfolding plcture of ths pecple's 1ife. Though he registers
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reallstically the symptome of tribal decmy, Hesiod himgelf waz too close
o the underlying process of dlssolution to undsrstend it in natural tems.
Hence the mystery of the docm, the finslity and the wnspesiiable horror
of the Lron ige. How was it thet mean wea thrown badk upon himself for his
nourishment? Had (in Heslod's words) deus in his anger hid the bresd of
1life, for that Prumetheus of crocked council had dsceived him? “For the
gods have hidden the liwelihood of meni" Man 1z slong and care must never
leave him, "But pees by the swith's forge and swny place of dalliance
in the winter sesscn, when cold constrainsth wen from work, wherein a
diligent man would prosper hie house, lest the helplessness of evil winter
overtake thee with poverty, and thou prese & swollen foot with & lsan hand."
To ward off starvation la ths wearming of hunsa life,

The cry of anguish was tc grow faintar as the rew conditione
of smgwisk exlstence becane avcepted snd normael., But not before men oreated
by peaceful changes &nd by violent s soclety fo longer embadded in the
aboriginel security of tribal bonds. HExchange would eventuslly rise to
inporteace end produce a functioming market and the institutions of the
city stete, capsble of protectiny soclety sguinsi the nowel dengers of the
market., Ths transcending significence of Heslod's poetry liem in ite
recording of ihe sppearance of exchunge elements on the =cene of Inmsen
aifeirs. Almost conbemporansously with him, fmos, first of the great
prophets, was celling down Jehoveh's wrath on those who bought and sold
the produce of the land. The wvery fact that imos chiellenged the use of
different measures for buying asnd for selling shows that exchange wes at
proclaimed equivalancles or, &s we wowld sey, at controllsd prices. By the
middle of the 5th cenlury, ihe templa stale of Judeh hed retummed io
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redistributive methods, except for subordinate local food merets in
Jerusalam,. Isragl stopped traffic in food apd returned o the earlisr
ways: The Grecks along went on experimenting with market elements.

3o far as the historian is able {o dete changes in the awareness of the
humen rege, it was st thie junciure that the ‘economic' ss & congern
of personsl existence ross frum the desp. For betier or worse, a ptark

foree of Nature, the fear of hunger, hed been unfettered.

Himself an iadependent peasent famer, Hesiod was concerned
wiilh the protlems of the peasuntry. There are alac aminous hints at =
differentiation in the higher orders of soclaty through the amassing of
weal th by the masterful individual ocutside of tribel mrslationships. At
all levels, the smergence of & ghilli deeply treditionslist individusaliem
was thus the consequence of the passing of the tribsl ordsr. The philosophic
sections of the poem deal wiith the problems of conduct reised by thie
disturbing new festure of life.
indsed, Greelk socisl history fram the Hemeriso period down to the
beginning of the £ifth cewtury is meinly the story of the gradusl substitation
of territorlal or nelghborhood organization for tribel or dlood-tie
orgenlzetion. The replecement of the Kin by the neighbor is shown in
thaf followlng passage of 'Worka and Dxya':
"Call to meat him that lovest thee,

but lesve thine enemy slens, 4And call him

ahileflicst sho dwell nigh thes. For if

aaght untowsrd heppen in the tomnshlp, the

neighbors come ungirt, the kinemen gird (adi~ 3¢ 5]

themselves."” : 7
Personal sefely now depends on the nelghbor, not on the rutual
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grotection offercd by the clan.,

The decline of the clen =8 the gusrantor 0f livellhood is
indienated by this gommant on the economio inportenee of the
nalshboar:

"An 111 nelghbour i3 » hene, even fs
¢ zood nelzbhbour Ls & grest blessing. He
who {indeth » good nelghbour firndeth #
pregious thing. ot #r ox even will perish
1f thy nelghbour de mot bed.” [845) Juf b

Few Instltutions sre &s deeply rooted In tribal life =2s
werriege; in feef, $ribel struetures sre frequently cleasified
soecording Yo the u}nrﬁeﬁeTiﬁtiu type of mﬁrrifga 1natttutiun.
Yel Heaiod, espleining preciscly ot whet sage to merry, #nd what
sort of women, sdvises hls brother to "merry £ neighbour bhest of
&1l." {7&0} :

The lovsening of the olen tle hed bepun some time beforeg
tendenglies in this direetion meay be chserved In the Odyssey.
Telemsehus wos sshaed, for exsmple,

"the newse by whiech they were wont te
erll thee in thy home, sven thy mother snd
thy f=ther end other felks beside, the
tovnspen rnd the dwellers round Shout «ee

Tell we Goo of thy Land, thy township, &nd
thy olty ...” VIII, bB2).

By end lsrge, however, the blood-tie resrins besic with the
Qugssey.

The weekening of the hold of the tribe iz indiested in
meny subtie weys. Blood feud 1s enjoined, but the revenge is
utde more personsl: he vwhoe is hurt should retelliste, not any
more the neubers of ﬁhé elen by virtue of thelr relstions t¢ the

injured perty. ZTvern he should fidk his retion te the sircumstences -



Ghepter &1, pege 6.

" es8in not thoeu sgelinst kim first, nelther
1ie for the plemsure of the tomgue. Yet 1f he
first sin egainst thee, whether with unkindly
woré or with deed, remember thou %o pay him two-
fold: yet if pgein he would teke thee into
friendship, #nd is willing %o glve thee setisfeotiom,
regeive Bime™ (¥10)}s :

Yot even the tle of brotherhood 1s sxcepted:

"let the promised rewsrd of ¢ friend be sure.

ind with & smile set ¢ witness even on & brother. 374 - B7L

Por feith #md anfsith sre slike the brene of men.” [378).

Phe pew individuelism thus disrupts the closest bonds of
kinship: for no ome should ever be truated.

#he structure of the famlly itself undergeoes & change;
Mﬁlthauiaﬁninm is expressly sdvoested. One son constitutes the
desirsble frmily "for se, weslih will ineresse in the home.” {576}
Life 12 still posaible Lf there sre two sons; but only if the
fnthor meneges to grew old. In thet esse, the eriventeges of
division of lebeur mey outweizh the burden of the fregmentetion
of the lsnd through inheritrnee.

(ne of the greet thewes of the poem is the injusties of
the times. Tribel bonds were weering thin while feudal bonds
ned not yet hed time to develogs. The greed end crnelty of the
priness, the helplessness of the individusl sgeinst their rrpreliy
were equelly gresi. Heslod deserives the erllons rleh snd the
helpless stete of the poor in megnifleent imezinery.

"How I will tell & tele of prinees wheo
thenselves eve wigse. Thus spske the hewk to
the nizhtingrle of spegiied neek, &8 he bore
her far #loft to the clouds in the oluteh of
his teloms, while she, on his erooked trions
jmpaled, made pitiful loment: unte her he
spoke mesterfully: ‘'Wreteh: wherefore dost
thou shriek? Lol thou srt held in the greay

ef ¢ stronser. There shalt then g0, even
where 1 werry thee, for sll they minitrelsy.
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And w2 I will, I shsll meke my mesl of thee,

or iet thee zeo. A foel l& he whe would contend

with the stronger. lie loseth the vietory snd

sauffereth engulsh with his sheme.! 8o spake

the swift-{lying hewk, the long-winged kird.” f&ﬂﬂralﬂ}
e treditlonsl politiesl structurs of tribal seitlements hed been
vielously distorted by the "hribe-devouring prinees", whose law-
lessness wes not yet subjeet even to feudsl limitetions. The
empty forms of ghieftrinshipy remelned; but meening snd eontent
were gone. The tribvelobligstions which those forms expressed hed
fried. Justice beesms &n sbstrset Ldesl to he pursued, mnd wes ne

longer the institutionel setting for the life of the tribe.

"There le & nolese when Justlee is being
dregged in the wey where thoses who devonr
bribes end glve sentenee with ercoked judg-
ments leke her." (818) .0 -~/
follties now is for the werdlthy: "1little congern heth he with
guerrels snd courts who has not # yesr's vieturls 1eid up hatlmeﬁF -

{ Bg="1¢ )

8 {ny ery from the pepuler sssembly of tribel Ithseks.
The gommoen mesl rpgarently survived =s on ocoersionsl LF
somewhat poorly affalr; Hesiod mmst plesd: "be not Intolerent
of common fenst when moany gnpatn ere bidden: grerteat the plessure,
end the cost 1s lepst.” f'um
Bat the venlshing tribel reciprocliy could net be simply
trensferred from kin to nelghbour, from elem {0 villege. In vein
does "Herks end Deys"™ sttempt to hese rvreelproolty om meighbourhood.
"Teke just mersurs from the nelghbour snd
give hin just return with the seme nessuye orp
yet better if thou ermet, thet evan so efter-

wefyrd in thy ased Thou weyst find him & sure
htlp-“ {3451‘

_x*

Intemhenge of gifﬁﬂ hes here been trensformed 1ndte 2 fome-

what srretle trenssction in whieh interest makes shyly its Fppﬂﬂr!nuﬁ.
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This kind of mutuslity is necesserily selective end unpredicteble;

one must be very orreful to whom onc glves.

"Love him thet loveth thee, snd visit hinm
thrt visiteth thee. 2nd glve to hlm thet
giveth, #nd give not to him thet glveth not.
Te the glver one glveth, but nome giveth tfo
Bim thet glveth not.” {353)

: bt PP
Note the emphasis on the stringent negessity of fully
returning ¢ glft: this is in contrest to tribel reciproeity, with
ite shsenne of #11 preglse equivrleney. One ihp would all the
time glve inedeguste pounter-pifts will be regerded eps stingy
end perhepe completely leose free - but the zifts must continue,
glnee they ere decreed by the situstion in which the giver finds
himself. Hesicd's vérsinn, in feect, more closely resemhles the
-muﬁsrn Lider 0f ersonsl mu#anlitr than the lmpersomsl but rigldly
affeetive reeliproeity of the tribes

and so Heslod ends on m note of bitter warning: There mey
some 8 dsy when

"wlth wife srnd ehildren in snguish of soul
thou aseck livellhood smong the ighbours snd
they regerd thee not." (396)°J%."Por an eosy
thing 1% 1s to sey, 3ive me » tesm of cuen end
& wEgzon: tut sessy 1t ls £lso to refuse: iine
oxen heve work to do." (463)

e
#5EE~Y

Bo-one but the indlviderl himself, through mmeersing hepd
Work, orn fvert "debt snd joslems hunger”: “Ehetever be thy lot,
My PR
WOXK 18 besYe" eees "Hork...thet hunger mey elhor thae... Por

hunger 1s ever meet cenjpamion of the mon whe will not work." ;..
{301}

Sueh & coneept of work Is strikinsly new-- s frr ory frow
the Homerle sthoe which knows net, for the freesmen, compulsion

¥c work. Heslod spelis 1t out In 20 meny worde thet "work 1g né
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31 | _
reproseh, the reproreh 1ls 1dleness."” (302) Work must be sterdy

snd eerefully &ocheduled:

"Helther put off 111 the morrow nor the dey
after. The Ldle men fllleth not his bern, neither
he thet putteth off. Diligenee prospereth work,

- kit the =men who putteth olf ever wrestleth with
ruln." (400} /0o -93
Independence is understocd plmest a3 muoh in negative &s
in positive terms. iositively, independence mesnus E'full'ﬁarn,"
ngg&tiveiy, the svoldrnee of the loss ¢f one's lend, of debt
ené of hunzer. ﬁﬁrk, 56 stiggested sbove, esn prevent hunger;
proper orgenisption of work efn provide & lerger mesasure of
independence, in which

"you shell not look to cthers cnt &nothar
shell heve meed of thee.” {458

But the help e&nd good will ef the zeds themselves is needed to
avert the grestest evil, less of lsnd. Zvil deeds must be
avoided, #ad Heslod warns

"sith #11 thy mlght 4o sserifiee ta the
desthless zode in holy wilse snd purely, end
burn glorlnus mest oifering withel, snd et
other tLses do thon propitiste ithem with
libetions and with inesanse, botk when thou
lajest thes to rest end when the holy deyliazht
eomnth, thet they mey have £ greeious hesrd

LT min& towrrd thee, =2nd thet thou RS . L
buy the lotlof nthur;, net enothar Eggn&.' fﬁﬁgiti

The mesning of these nestly-phrrsed slternstives is

identlerl with the Biblleel hope that "thou shelt lend to enother,

#nd not snother to thees.”

The eccnomle unit 1s the swall household, members of which
should be serefully selected. The dznger of heving more them
one, or #% mwost, two sons wes mentioned sbove. [ wife should be

choaen with grest eircumspection, net only %0 aveid the nelghbour's
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gensure {#nd one should prefersbly merry # neighbour), but

beguuze

"ue better spoil doth & msn win thean e
goud nife, even then £5 = bed wife he winneth
ne worse --# gluttonons women, thet rossteth
her huasbond witheut 2 bhropd end giveth him
over to untinmely age.” ‘Tﬁﬁjqfa;?,g

A men should not marry until the sge of thirty; firat it
is necesssry to sogulre the proper sleves snd the proper toels.

"Gget & house [irst snd » womsn rnd =
ploughing ox=-2 aleve women, not = wife
who mlght follew the oxen; rnd get all
gesr srrenged within the house, lest theu
beg of snothey »nd he deny thee snd thou
20 leeking..." (404) e
N, g e ,
Ehi#ﬂg;ﬁtg'shnul& hn?ﬁﬂahilﬂren f602). Besides the sisve-

#irl, Heslod augaaat# 2 gele slrve of forty, sinoe he will be
interosted Lo his work rother then im his friemds. (@ /)

In such » amell household, net & moment orn be westea
throughout the jesr if the struggle sgeinst debht snd hunger is
to be won: the ldle mrm “gornersth meny sorrows for his sounl.”
Freprretions for the winter bhegln in summer.

"Deglere thou to thy thralls while 1%

ie 84111 midsumser: It wilil not be summer

slweys; tulld ye berns.” (BOR)
But wianter ls po Yive for relesstion, clther: Heslod werns his
brother t¢ shun the smithy, where men gether. Ané the publie
sasembly (sgors) must be evolded nt »ll times; for "little tiume
neth he for wremgling end centention whe hath not l2id cp ot
home store of food for the year.” (30)

Besldes work, thrlft is enjoined: this is = gompletely
new ldes. Weslth previously wes scouired by freud, viclenge, or

gifts - snd that, everniht, Hesied not only risks the peredox

fﬂp
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thet frepd end violence sre the wrong wey ef sequiving weslth,
pat olse soys thet "Lf thon sdest but little $o 1ittlse end
doest it often, soon wiil’aven thgt be graet?_fﬁii?m'aaralr. in
econonic histery, hes & deperture of grest consequence been put
in sispler $erms. :
' Yet smother new chord 1s struck by Heslod: competiticn
gerves ss & stimulus fo work, cleevrly pleying sm egonomlie role
In Greek soeiety for the first time. Heslod hes trouble deseribing
thie new phenomenon. He osbserves in the very beglinnlng of the
poem thet there ers two kinds of strlfe on earth, one of which
Ls to be preised, the other "s thing of reproseh”, whieh inererses
evil wer snd contention. The nﬁw kinﬂ'ia'“tha elder ohild of
bleck night", who "stirreth even the helpless to lsbour. Tor even
when he thst hsth no business looketh on him thet is rieh, he
hesteth fe plew sand to plent rnd to esrrey his hovse: end neighbouy
vieth with neishbour hesting to be riﬁﬁ: food s this strife for
men. Go potter with potter sontendeth: the hewsy of wood with
the hewer of wood: the hegger ls aenlﬁua ef the baggor, the
minstrel jeslous cf the minstrel.” (ié;égi
Tfrede 1s, of eourse, in evidencs, but eertrlnly not rs s
foree in pemssnt life. Heslod distinguished two forms of trade,
neither of whleh ere very desirsble 1n his eyes. The one he
refers to simply &= ";am-fféing“; this is liamited to En cgersionsl
bertering of surplus by coesting slong the shore In & amell ship,
in the praper sesson. : : -
"Howbelt, 1li deaslre ol unqﬁminftrhle fE8-
fering selpe thes -~ when the [lelsdes, fleeing

the wizhty strepgth of Orion, plunge into the
misty deep, them d¢ blow the tlrsts of ell winds:
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then keep thou no more the ship uwpon the

wine-2srk ses, but mind thee %o 1ill the

#cil 28 I bié thee, ond drew the ship on

1end endecover it rhout with atones teo Xeep

¢ff the violenge of wet winds...’'nd thysell

ewxlt the coming of the selling sersom, s=nd

then hele the shlp to the sex, snd fthereln

bastow the errgo, thet thou meyst bring

profii home. ...srflse thou the smell vessel,

but set thy goods in & lerge. Orenter the

grrgo, snd grenter the geln upon grin will'

be, i{ the wlands refrein thelr evil blests.”
(619 £t).

L% >
(%
The other form, whieh he spegifieslly crlls treding femporie),

would apperr to ba'wafﬁ of s cecupationsl affeir. fHven this is
not » regulér geeuprtleon, buat &niy # isst resort for the unfortume® ,
1% ever you turm jyour misguided hesry
to treding snd wish te eserpe from debt
snd joyleas hunger, I will show you the
meeaurea 0f the lond-rorring ses, though
_ 1 hove mo skill im ses=-frring nor in ships." (646)
In sny crse, the season for treding is very limited. The only
tlme whiech Hesicd fperoves of 8% 8ll is July &nd ‘vsust; unless
Foseldon is determined, it is posaible to eserpe death during
thet perlod, but one must be sure to return before the sutumn
winds., Those who ere reelly desperate sail durlng the apring
- #lse, but Heslod worns sgainst it.
“"Sueh & selling L8 angtehed, =nd you will
herdly aveld migehief. Yet in thelr ioncrrnce
men G0 even this, foy wesrlth mesns life to poor
moxrtels; but is is fearful t0 dle smong the
weves.” (688) Ly~ §7
bﬁiy a smell pert of ene's goods should be eerried on hn: voyege,

begsuae of the riska.
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The Heslodig sge;: Tribel decsy

"Por the gods have hiddien the 1livellhood 0f pen®
fBesiod: Works &nd Days)

A new world ignored by the eples gomes Into visw 1in the
works of desiod, the eighth ceniory Boegtliem poet. If hes
endured nnecheangsd to the present, 8t lenst in wide regions of
the plenet. %This is the world ¢f the independent peasant huu;ﬁ-
holder: flerpesly indlvideslistie, morslistie, superstiticus, ever
eomplsining end thrifty.

In perspective, "Forks and Dsys” i & &uaamtntarr uanlifest-

ation of the birth of tha iselatiasd inﬁi?idnsl - ﬁ peinfully

namﬁlqna figure in tripel sceisty. Fﬂf Gith the imﬁep@uﬁeﬂt
gaamaﬁt & kitter ingredient ncorues ts the exietence of the vest
mejority of men: Individuel concern for liveliheod. It reflects
the novel threet of louely stervetion, # contredletion in terms
under tribel conditions. Its spegter heants the zloricus
rhythms of 'Works snd Deys' end invests them with an &Erit.tﬂtﬁ
of progheay.

Kdusrd ﬂayarg ragegnised the identity of Sechnlque used
in the poetie uﬂnatkuetian of "Horks aad Neys" sné the Book of
Boser. Heslode' troubiss with his brother, foslish rerses, ovey
the f=aily inberitsnoe sre peralisled by Bosen's metrimonial
miserics; the perscnsl note intyoduces rn egrloultursl elmsnag

here, 8 foreign guxing trect there. But o2 to prophetie content,

s -: -.- . .f,_.-n H\-:I’ 'S:_..eil R _--:--.,r 'it'-r _5‘

tha Haa;a&tu yoem ls neerer te the driving out of 2rdem from the

usrﬂen of Eden. Mor with the decey of the tribe 2 new king of



uneertelnty, thet of thke llvelihocd ed-mem, i8 born, which
gnews £t the core of existence whiie foreing into heing, even
if in &n uncouth form, »n element letent in the humen frems:
personality. Under t%ribal condltions egonomic fate hed been
gollective, not individuel; when it shifted with the turn of
the postures, the run of the sessons, the fever of sun, wind
énd rein, 1t shifted for 8ll. Heneeforth it wes to hecome &
fesriul coupenlon of the individual, who gould rely no lomger
on the treditionsl tissue of redistribution smd reciprocity
t0 Eeap 2%Erk honger owey.

Beaiod 4lscovered hunger s & pert of the human conditicn.
In the Jdyseey, the preogsing need for faod makes ite sppasrence
snly on the fringes of the community. It is 2 shemeful event
whioh befolils the ocutesat, the out-of-town begger, the unsccepted
gunat. The urgensy of Lte animel impulsions stempa the owner
of the beliy & men sens kin, low and hesrth. 'To belong® is to
get oene's food in the netursl course of things; not 'to helong'
is to be conceraed for ome's fwod. ZApart from the whine of the
warrior doomed %o die &t the hende of the wvictorious foe; tha.
lements of the wandering khero whose return home is ettt off by
& god's spite no outery is #s bitter &s the hungry wan's enrsing
of His belly which betreys his shams by Lis orsving for food.
The sarrivel of & strenger, guest or wanderer is conventionslly
atezed in the (Qayasey s8 2 stej-by-ztep chunge from the wretohed
inglviduel dﬁnﬂﬁnéing his belly to his eventislly being weleomed
tnd encouraged freely to psrtrke of the offered food =8 it

would not be grudged to him however much he declded %o eet.



Hith Hesiod thls peripherie figure of Homerie court
poetry moves Yo the center of the seene. The speotre of hunger
18 ever present in the unfolding pieture of the people's life.
Though he reglsters reelistieslly the sywpioms of tribel decay,
Heslod himself wes tou elose to the underlying proosss of disse~-
lution to understend it in nsturel terms. Henge the mystery
of the doom, the finelity omnd the unspeakshle horror of the
Iron Age. How wes mén thrown beok upon himself for his mourish-
ment? Hed {in Heslod's words) Zeus in his enger hid the bresd
of life, for thet Frometheus of #rooked council hed deselived him®
myor the gods heve hidden the livellhood of meni™ HNem is &lone,
end esre must never leeve him. "But poss by the smith'a forge
end samny plees of dellisnce in the winter seapon, when oold
gonstraineth men from work, wherein & diligent men would prosper
his house, 1lest the helplessness of evlil winter overteéke thee
with poverty, snd thou press & swollen foot with & lesn hend.”
mo werd off stervetion 1s the mesning of humen life.

Heslod's poetry resords the first sppesrance of isclated
householde on the scene of hamen sffeirs; very scon corn woun.id
heve to be bought =nd sold. Almost contempormneously with him,
AMmos, first of the great prophets, wes calling down Jehoveh's
wreth on those who bought 2nd sold the prodmee of the lend.

Bat the temple state of Judsh hed by the middle of the Bth

century returned to redistributive wethods, exeept for suberdinste
loetl food merkets in Jerusalem. Isrssl stopped traffie in food
gnd returned to the eerlier weys. The Sreeks alone went on

experimenting with market elements. So far as the histerisn is

able to date ohenges in the ewarepeas of the humen rage, it was
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In Fepiod's Greece that the 'economic' as & concern of personal existence
rose from the deep. For better or worse, a stark Iorce of Nature, the
fear of hunger, had been unfettared.

The historicity eof the Hﬁéindiﬂ age lies in the conjuncture
of two otherwise digpearate ersﬁiﬂ in & definite time and place: the ons
g politiecal catastrophe, the other a technological revolutiong.The
effectns of the Dorian invasion of Greece and those of the coming of hmung
_iron combined to make Hesied's werse so poignant an expression of pain
and horror. The Dorians had desiroyed tihe Mycenaean ciriiizatiuﬂ, its arts
andcrafts, a8 well as its order, justice and sdministration; about the hnr
turn of the millennium Centrsl Greece was 2 heap of ruine and the Dark
Agen were on, A cebtury or two later the spread of irom tools and weapons
vegan in many subtle ways to degrade men's lives in war and work, The
inecidence of this slow technological change that centered onm the Wesiern
Caucasus and maybe the Zastern Alps, made itself felt inGreece 1o the
opéning centuries of the firast millennium B.C., gripping one geegraphi-
cal area snd sphere of human activity after another, with unexpected meaud
results, cemparable ip itheir viclentizpact only to that of the so-called
Industrizl Tevolution, some 25 centuries later. For reassons that we
can not yvet trace with precision, the growing use of hardened iron
appeared nefariously to intensify some processes of everyday life ,
outweighting by much the liberating effects for which , in spite of all,
the modern machine remains conspicuous. War waa the pne, agrieculture the
gther realm revoiutionized by the iron sge. An entirely new kind of
discipiines seems to have been foreed upen tillers of the soil. With
the growing of corn outaside of irrigated areas, where, after all, several
narvests made for sbundanced. Stripped of ites poetic glamour “VWorws and

Deys" iz an a'manac of heartbreexing drudgery, spelt out in strident
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notea of werning to such zs are unvemittingly toiling on the land. It is
the record of some umique and cruel change that has interfered with the
natursl flow of life as lived by pastorazlists, hoee gardeners or seml-
nomadie erovp-snatehing folk, To tend animals and to grow plants is one
thing; to depend for subsistence on the harvesting of carn from poor
goil is another. The free man, labouring on his own land, had fallen
into an almost unbearable form of servitude to the soil, It communicated
to hiv its diectates through the rigour with which the procession of the
seasons and of plant life laid down the law to him. This fierce regime of
constraint was exacerbated by the whims of the ﬁaather which trappe. him
into the eternal vigil of s humiliating uncertsinty. Man who hes become
the mervant of the mepchine is well understood mmm as a modern problem;
what we have forgotten, is his subjection te Nature in the early fomms
of agriculture.

Such were the forces which may have been responsible for that long
ebb-tide of Greek life of whien the deatnless dirge Hesiod has begueathed
to us. Thus did it come %c pass that the loosening of the clan tie whieh
the politiezl and military upbeavals precipitated, did ot release that
more ample flow of life which =8 a rule accompanies the transition from
tribalism to feudaligm. Eecoilections of a glerious past and the contin-
ge’ advanece of cullure overseas created, on the contrary, an almost in-
gufferable sense nf desclation and despair.

Himself an indspendent pessant farmer, He:zsiod was councarned with
the politieal and scocial problems of the peasantry, above all with the
growing insecurity of the prospects of the idividuwal's livelihood, %ae
dangers of indebtedness and consequent loss of land, to his luckier
neighivour. Thers are ominous hints st a differentiation also in the high-

er orders of society through the amassing of wealth by the masteriul
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individusl outside of {ribal relationships. The emergence of an indi-
viduslism, héwever traditionalist, was thus the ccnaequénce of the

pessing of the tribal orderg. The rich peasant enseris ithe poorer, tie
princely robber holds away over tribal chiefts, The philiosophic sectii-

ons of the poem déal with the problems of



condagt raised by this disturbing new festurs of life.

Greek soogiel history from the Homerlio period down
to the begimming of the fifth century is meinly the story of
neighbour greduslly replacing kEin.

gell to mest him thet loveth thee,

but lesve thine snemy z2lone. And o8ll him

chiefliest who dwell nigh thee. For if

sught entowerd happen in the township, the

neighbors come nagirs, the kinsmen gird

themselves. .
Perzonel sefety now depends on the peighbor, mot on the mutusl
protection offered by the olsn.

The good neighbor is #n economic mEset:

Aa i1l nelghbor is & bhéne, even cs8
e geod nelghbor is & grest blessing. He
who findeth & good neighbor findetk e
preeious thing. ¥ot sn oz evea will perish
if thy neighhor be not bed. (345)

Few instltutions are &s deeply rooted in tribel life a8
marrlage; in fact, merrlage order ls tribal order. Yet Heslod,
explaining precissly &t what sge 1o marry, end what sort of
women, =2dvises hisg brother to "merry & neighbor beast of 8ll." (700)

Only greduslly does the neighbor teake the plece of the
Einsmen. In the Odyssey Telemschos iz ssked

the nene by which they were wont to egsll

thee In thy home, even thy mother 2md thy

father snd other folks beside, the fownsmen

gpd the dwellers wound shout ... Tell ne

too of thy isnd, thy township, end thy o¢ity ...
{ ¥I11, &52%}.

Yet by and large the blood-tie stlll prevails.
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With Heslod@ the hold of the tribe weekens, but 1lts
lingéring eonss in for meny subtle ambiguities. Bloed feund
is enjoined, bui the revenge is msde more personal: he % who
is hurt should retelliste, not #ny aore the members of the oien
by virtue of their reletions to ths injured perty. it sven
the injured man should 21t his sotion ¥¢ the clroumatsnces -
+++8in not thou #ge2inet him first, neither

1ie for the pleesure of the tengue. Vet LT he

firat sin egninst thee, whether wlth unkindly

word or with deed, resember thou to pay him two-

fold: yet if saeln he would take thee inte

friendship, #nd is willling %0 give thee satisfrotion,

regeive him. [(710).
Hot even the tie of brotherbood iz excepted:

let the promised reward of 8 friend be 2ure.

ind with & sisile set o witness even on & brother.
For felth snd unfeith sve eiike the bene of men. {278)

Che new Ladividaelism disrupts the olosest vends of
kinship: ne one shoeuld ever be frusied.

The structure of the {swily iLteseli omderygeces & change;
kelthusisanisn is exjyresaly sdvocoeted. (nse son constitutes the
desirpble frmily "for so, weslth will ineresse in the home.” [376)
Life Ls still possible if there sze two sons; but only If the
father manezes to grow old. In thet ofse, the sdventeges of
division of lebouy wsy ¢utweigh the burden of the fregmentation
of the land through Inheritsnce.

me of the grest themes of the poem is the injustice of
the times. Tribel bonds were weering thin while feudel bomds
had not yet hed time %o devslop. The greed end ornelty of the
prinees, the helplessness of the individusl sgRinst their
repeeity were equally grest. Hesicd deseribea the esllous rich
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 &nd the helpleas state of the voor in magnificent imegery.
7 Bow I will tell & 42le of princess$ who

/ themselves &re wise. Thus spske the hawk to

' the nightingele of speckled negk, ss he boure
her fur aloxt to the clouds In the eluteh of
nis $elons, while she, on his erocked talons
impnled, made pitiful lament: unto her he
spoke mesterinlly: ‘'Wretoh: whersfore deat
thou shriekY Iol thom &#rt held in the gresp
ef & stronger. There shalt thor go, even
where I efrry thes, for ell they minitrelay.
imd se T wiil, T shell meke ny meel of thes,
oy let thee go. / fool is he who would sontend
with the stronjer. He loasth the vigtory snd
puffereth sngulsh with his R sheme.! 50 spike
the swift~figying hewk, the long-winged hird. [BO0-210)

The trediticmnnl politiceml strugture of tribsl settlements haed
been wvisicusly distorted by the "gift-devouring princes”, who
now Isiled to return the lem snd justice thet was thelr responsi®ility.
The empity forms of chieftainship remnined; but mesning end oontent
were gone. The $ribal obligrtions which those forms exprassed
bad feded. Justice beokne en abatragt ldesl to be pursued, snd
wis no longer the instlitutlionsl setting for the life of the tribm.
There is & noise when Justicee ia being
drsgged in the wey where those who devour
brives and glve senterce with ercolked Judg-
ments take har. {213)
Felitles now la for the weslthy: “little conesrn heth he with
querrels and courts who hes not & year's victuris laid op hetimes” -
gene end forgotten ls the populsr sesembly of tribel Itheos.
The common mesl mppRyently sarvived 25 sn soeeslionzl if
aomewnet poerly sffaly; Hesiod must pleed: "Ye not {ntolersnt
of common fessat vhen meny puests sre bldden: greatest the ples sure,
end the coet iz lesst.™ {720).
But the venlshing tribel reciprocity eould not be aimply

transferred from kin o nelghboar, from olsm to village. In vein



doss "Works emd DeEys” sttempt to buse reeiproeltsy en nelghbourhood.
rake Just messure Irom the asighheur and
give him Jast return with the same meesore or
et better if thou esnst, thet even so =fter-
wird in.thq nead thou meyet find him 2 sare

Interchunge of gifts hes here been trepsformed into & sone-
whet erratic trounasation In whicgh Interssy shyly makes its
appesrence. This kind of mutusllty is necesserlly selsotlve =nd
gopredicteble: one must be very csrefal o whom cne gives.

Love him thet loveth thee, &nd visit hia
that visiteth $hee. And give to him that
gilveth, end give not to kim thet giveth nok.
¢ the giver one giveth, but nene glveth 4o
him thet giveth not. (363)

Hote the emphesis on the stringent necesslity of fully
ratarning 8 gifs: ¢hia is in contrast to tribel reelprocity, with
its shsenge of ell yrecise equivalency. (me who would 211l the
tine give insdequete counter-gifts will be regerded s8 stlngy end
perheps completely lose fuge - but the gifta must continue, since
they sre degreedl by the situstion in which the piver finds himself.
Besiod's varsion, in feet, mord closely resembles the modern iden
of personsl mutnellty than the lmperaonal bhut rigldly effsctive
reciprocity of the tribe.

ind 8o Reaied snds on & note of bit%er warning: There may
eome B day when

with wife snd childrsn in engulsh of soul
thou seek liwvelihood smong the neighbours &nd
they regerd thee not. {396} +.. Por &n esay
thing it is Yo say, Give me & feem of cxen and
8 waggon: but eansy it 15 slsc 4o refuse: Hine
oxen have work $o do. (483)

Ho-one put the indlvidusl hiweelf, through uncessing herd

work, oen evert “debt snd Joyless hunger®: "Whetever be thy lof,
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WOXK 18 DeSE." cove "Work .esthiot huoger mey sbhor thee...
Por hunger ie ever meet oompenicn of the men who will mot
work." {301)

Such & goncept of work is Birikingly new-- » sy ory
from the Homerle sthos whloh knowa not, for the freeman,
compuinlon to work. Xeslod spslis it cat in so meEny words
thet "work is ne regrosch, the reproogh is Ldlensss.” {308)
fork muat be steady snd gersfully sohedulsd:

Faither put off till the morrow nor the
day aiter. The ldle men filleth not his bam,
nelther he thet puttets off. Diligence prospsreth
work, bdat the msn who putteth off ever wrestleth
with rain. [400)

Independenss is understood simost es much in negetive sa
in poaitive terme. Positively, independence mwesns & full bhern,
negetively, the avoidenge of the loss of one'a lend, of debt
&nd of hunger. Wopk, fs saggested obove, com prevent hunger;
sropery orgénizetion of work emn provide s lerzer meRsure of
independence, lun which

you shall not logk to others, but ametler
ghall hevs need of thes. {[478)

But the help sud good will of the gods thenmselves is needed to
&vert the greetest evil, loas of Iend. Xvil deeds must be
avplaed, snd Heslod warna

#1th sl thy might de seorifios S0 the
dezthless gods in hely wise snd surely, end
burn glorions meed et!erinf withel, end ab
aother %lmes do thon zropltists them with
libetions snd with inoense, both when thou
lagest thee to rest snd when the holy deylight
eometh, (8t they asy have s grocious heert

tnd mind towsrd thee, end % thou usyest 1
bay the 1ot of others, not emother Lhnine. {9252f)
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The mesning of these nestly-phrssed alternstives is
identienl with the Biblicsl hope thet "thou shelt lend to
enothey, &nd not encther to thee.”

The soencmie anit is the smell howsebold, members of
which should be cervefully selected. The danger of having more
then one, or »t most, twe sons wea mentloned sbove. 4 wife
should be chosen with grest cireusspsciion, ne% only to svold the
nelghbour's censure (snd one should prefersbly msrry e neizhbour),
bat begnuse

no getter spell doth & mwen win then #
govd wife, even then s & 383 wife he winneth
ne worse -~ & gluttoncus wemsn, that romsieth
her husbend withoeut # brend snd giveth him
cver %o untimely mpe. (7035}

4 BED AhoUld not werry until the sge of thirty; first it

is necessary to mognire the sroper ssrvsnts snd the proper tools.
et B house Livet snd # womon end B
ploughing ¢x--p sleve women, not & wife,
who might follew the oxen; and get a2ll
geer srrenged within the honse, lsst theou
beg of onother end he deny thee snd thou
&% lugkiag... (404}

This women should heve ne childrem {602). Beside her,
Heslod suggusts & male servent of forty, sices he will be
interested in his work rathsr then in his friends.

In suoh £ emell bhousehold, not & moment e¢om be wested
throughout the yesar if the struggle sgrinet debt and hanger is
to be won: the ldle man “"gernereth peny sorrows for hig soul.®
freparstions for the winter begin in samuer.

Deoiere Thou %o thy thrslls while 1t
is 8tlll wmidsamver: It will not be sumser
slweys; build ye warns. (502}

But winter is ne time for relezatiuvm, elther: Hesivd werns his



brother to shun the smithy, whers men gether. Ind the pubile
sasembly (sgore) must be 2voided st s11 times; for "little time
kath he for wrsngling end eontention who heth not laid np e
home store of food Ffor the yesr.® (30)

Besifes work, thrift 1s enjoined: this wes en entirely
- novel ides. Weslth previsualy wes aggulred by frsud, violence,
or gifts - end thet, overalght, Hesivd not only risks the
poTedox thet freud end vieclenee are the wrong wey of moguiving
nsnitﬁ, but #lsu seys thet "if thow #ddest but 11%tle %o 1ittle
and doest L% eften, soom will even thet be great" (I6L) Rarely,
in economie hisfory, hss & deperture of great eonseguenae been
pat lo simpler terms.

Yet snother new chord is struck by Heslod: eompatition
serves 82 & astimulus to work, olesrly playing sn economic role
in Gregel soglety for the first time. Heaiod heas trouble deseribing
this new phenowencon. He observes im the vary beglaning of the
poem that there ere two kinis of strifs on sarth, one of whioh
is te be preised, the other "a thing of reprotieh™, which Inorenses
evil war and contentica. The new kind is "the slder child of
bieck night", who "stirreth even the helpless to lehour. Yoy
even when he thet hath no business looketh on hiw thet is righ,
ke hoasteth to plow =nd to plent uné to aryey his house: smé
neighbour vieth with nelghbour hesting %o be rich: good is this
strife for mem. 3o potter with potter contendeth: the hewer of
Roed with the newer of wood: the begger 1a Jerlous of the begprr,
the minstrel jeelons of the winstrel.” (12-25) Hone was offering
Lo underbld kis competiter. Pach wished %o excel in prowess, to
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retein the privilege of helng regrrded ss the best, or & lesst
PR S

the best liked. Nesiod's minstrelay wes bdeasumse the femed
prototype of this kind of strife.

vrede is, of ocurse, in evidence, but certsinly net es &
force in peesert life. Hesiud dlstinguished iwo forams of trade,
neither of which ere very desirsble in his eyes, The one he
refers §o siuply sa "ses-frping”™; this Is limited 10 sn cceesionsl
pertering of surplas by comsting slong the shore in & smell ship,
in the proper seBs0N.

Howhelit, 1f desire of ancomforteble sea-
fering seixe thee -- when the rlelszdes, fleeing
the mighty streansgth ¢f Urlon, plunpge inteo the
wisty desp, then do blow the blssis of 81l winds:
then keep thou no more the ship upon the wine-
gerk ses, but mind thee to t1l11 the soll =28 1 biad
thee, ond drew the ship on land spd cover Lt shout
with stenes to keep off the violence of wet winds...
ind thyself emeit the coming of the sellling sesaen,
and then hale the ship to the ase, and thersln
beatow the cerge, thet thou meyat bring profld
homes ss+ircise thou the small vessel, bat sed
thy goods in & lsrge. OGresler the emnrge, snd
grester the golin upon gain will be, 1f the winds
refréin thelr evil blsets. (619 £f)

The other form, whieh he speeificrlly gells trading B (emporie),
would mppesr te be more of &n vecuprtliomel sffeir. Fvem this is
Lot & regulsy ceoupetion, bat ¢nly e lest resort for the
pnforfunste.
If ever you furn your misgulded hesert

to troding end wish %o esespe from debt end

joyless hunger, I will show yon the measures

of the loud-rosying ser, though 1 have no

sxill in see-fsring nor in shipa. (648}
in eny case, the seeson for treding is very limited. The only
Yine which Heslod mpproves of Bt 6ll is July and Angust unisess

roseidon 1s determined, it is pessidles to esebope derth duriag



that perlod, but one must bs sare to return before the entwum
winds. Those who ere renlly desperste sell daring the spring
2lso, but Resicd werns sgeinst 1t

Such & asiling is snedcghed, e2nd yeu will
berdly svold misohlef. Yet in thelir lgnorance
mean do even this, for weslth mesns life to poor
poprtrls; but it s fesgrful to dle among the
wavaB. (6BE]

pnly & smell pert of one's gooda sheuld be oarrled on tny Voyhge,

beceuse of the risks.

rootnotes =
1. Lozs of lasnd invoelves loss of stetus. The
erigin of the smell serle #ncestrsl helding
in the tribel redistribution of lemd 18
alesr; the word kleroa is used here.

., Phis 1= the first instenge in which &mporis
is employed in the sense of trede. H. Enorrings,

Emporscs, ps 1.



CHAPTER 11
THE HESIQDIC AGE: THRIBAL DECAY

"For the gods have hidden the livelihoed of men,"
{Hesiod, Works and Days}

A world ignored by the epice comes into view in the works of
Healiod, the pevanth century Dosotizn poet, It hae endured unshanped to
the present, at least in wide regions of the planet, This iz the worldé
of the independent peasant homsehslder; fiercely inmdividuslistie, moral-
istic, superstitions, ever complaining, and thrifiy.

In perapective, Works and Days 1s & documentary manifestation ef
the birth of the 1lsolated individual e & painfully anomalous figare in
tribal seclety, A bitter ingredient accrnes %o the existence of the
vast majority of men: individunel econcern for livelihood. It reflects
the novel threat of lomely starvation, & contradiction in terms under
tribal corditions. Ibas specter haunts the glorious rhythme of Works and
Dayg and investe them with an eerie zote of prophecy.

¥ith the decsy of the tribe a new kird of mnecertainty is bern,
which gpawe at the core of existence while foreing inte being, even 1f
in ar uncouth form, an element latent in the human frame: persenality.
Under tribal conditions economiz fats had been célleativt, not individnal:
when it shifted with the turn of the pastures, the ran of the meagons,
the favor of eun, wind and rain, it shifted for all, FHenceforth it was
to becoms a fearful companion of the individual, who could rely no longer

on the tradltional tiesus of redistribution and reciprecity to keap atark



bunger away.

Heslod diagovered hungar as a part of the human condition. In
the Qdyasey, the pressing nasd for food malas its appearsnce only on the
fringes of the commanity. It is a shamafnl avent which befalls the omt-
east, the onteofwipwn Beggar, the unaccepted gnest. The urgency of its
animal impulelons stampe the owner of the belly a man sans kin, law, and
hearth. "To balong" is to get one’s food in the matural course of
things: "mot to Pelong' is to be concerned for ene's food. Apart from
the whine of the warrior doomed o0 die at the hands of the victeriouns
fbn,ffi; laments of the wendering hero whose return home is cut off by
B gﬁdﬁu spite, no outery is as bitter as the hangry man'sg careing of his
belly which betrayes his shame by lte craving for food. The arrival af
& stranger, guest, or wanderer 1s cenﬁantiun&lly staged in tho Qdyssay
as a atep-hy=etap change from the wrotched individusl denouncing his
belly to hiz eventually being weleomed and encouraged froely to partake
of the offered food as it would not bs gradged to him howsver much he
flaciided b cat,

Though Hesiod registers realistically the symptoms of iribal dew
28y, he was too close to the underlying process of dissolution to undsra
stapd it in natural terme. Heaca ths mystary of the doom, tha finality,
and the unspeakable horrer of the Iron Age. How waa man thrown back up-
ont himsalf for his nourishment? Had (in Hasiod's words) Zsua in his
anger hid tha breal of life, for that Promathens of crocked counsel had
decaivad hint? fAFpr the zods have hidden the livelihood of menli" Man

ie alone, and cars mmgt never leave him, "Pass by the smithy and its

orowded lounge in winter t{ims, when the oold keopa men from field work w=



for then an induetrious men can grsatly prosper his house == last biiter
winter catch you helplear and poor, and 3ou.ch§fu e swollen foot with a
shrunk hand." (463-97) To ward off starvation is the meaning of human
life.

Hogiod's postry records the appesrsnce of isolatsd houscholds on
the scene of humen affalrs; there is no mention of coamon pasture; saon
grain wonld be bought and =ald. Almoat conterporansonszly with him,
Aros, firet of the great prophete, was calling down Jehovah'a wrath on
thoee vho bought and sold the prodnce of the land, PBut by the middle of
the fifth century the templs state of Judsh had returned to redistribu~
tive methods, except for subordinste local food merkets in Jerusalem.
_Iaraal stopped traffic In food and returned to the earlier ways. Somws Gresks alone
went on experimenting with market elements, So far as the historlan i=
gble te date changes in the swarenessz ef the human reee, it wes in Heriod'e
Grasce that the "economicF as a concern of personzl axistence rose from
the deep, Tor better or worse, a stark fuxa.e of nsture, the fear of hun-
ger, had been unfettered,

Historically, the somber herror of the Heslodie age probably lay
in the conjuncture of two extranssus and estherwise disparate eveniz, the
one & political catastrophe, the sther a techmolegical revelution. ‘The
effagts of the Dorian invasicn and of the coming of iren combined to mske
hig verse pregnant of ultimate despair., The Dorians had destroyed oivi=
lization, 1lts arts end crafis as well as ite order, jusilce, and adminige
tratlon; about the turn of the millennium eentral fGreeee mnst have been a
heap of ruins; the Dark Lgzag were on. 4 century or two later the spread

of iren tsols and weapona began in many subtla waye to degrads men's lives



in war and work, The incidence of this slew technolegical change that
centersi on the western Cancasus and maybe the eastern Alps, made itself
felt in Gresce in the opening centuriss of the firgt millenium B. C.,
gripping one gesgraphizal area and sphere of human setivity after another.
The effects were extremely varied and comparable 1a their violent impaet
paly to that of the [ndustriz]l Revolution scma twoniy-five genturias latar.
For roasons that ws cannet yat trace wilh preclelon, the growing use of
hardened iren mppesred in meny cases nefarliously to lmbenaify some pro-
cepses of everylay life, outwelghing the liberating effacts for which, in
spite of all, the medare machine remains conspicuous. Thus war was the
one, agriculturs the other realm revelutionized by the spread of iren in-
ptrumente and toole. An entirely new kind of dleecipline seems to have
been forced upen tillare of the soil, with tho gowing of grain ountside of
irrigeted areos, where no iron-eodegsd plow was nesded and sevaral harvaste
mede for mbundance, Stripped of its poetic glamor, Workse and Days is an
aleansc of hesrtbrecking drudgery, spelled cut in strident notes of warn-
ing to such as are fated unremittipzly to toil on the land., It ig the
record of some crusl chenge that has interfered with the natural flow of
life as lived by pastoralists, hoe gsrdeners or semi-nomadic crop=rnetche
ing folk, To tend animsls and to grow planis is ome thing; to depond for
subsistenca on the harvesting of greln from poor seil is another. The
free men, lsboring on his own lend, had fallen into an almest vnbearable
fory of servitude te the ssil. It commmniecated te him ite dlotates
through the rigor with which the processien of the semsons and of plant
lifa laid down the law to him, This fieree regime of constrainst wae ex~

ecerbated by the whinmx of the weather which trapped him into the ester=nsl



vigili of a humiliating uncertsinty. Man vho has bBecoms the servent of
the machine is well anderetood as a moders problem: whet we have Torgetien
is his subjection to nature in the early forme of agrienlture.
fuch may heve been the forcee responalble for that long ebb-tide
of @reek life of which Hesiod has bagueathed bo ns the dirge. The loosen-
ing of the clasn tife, which the pelitical and military uphesvals precipi-
tated, in no way relessed that more ample flow of life which sometimes sc~
companies the successful transition from a purely tribal organization to
ali-round fenmdalism. The dim reccllections of a glorions past and the
conticued advance of culture overgesas may have created, oz tha contrary,
an sleept inguffarabls sense of desolation.
. Himself an independant pessant farmer, Hesiod was concerned with
the political and soclial problems of the peapantry, abeve all with the
growlng insecurity of the prospsctes of the inﬂivi&ual'p livelibood, the
dangeres of indebtednsese, and consegoont loss of land, to his lockier
neighber, There ars ominpus hinks at a differentiation aleo in ths high-
er orders of society throngh the smaczing of weslth by the masterfnl indi-
vidval outside of tribzl relstionships. The emargence of A croie individ-
walism, bowever traditionmaliet, was the congequence of the passlng of the
tribal order. The rich peassnt enserfs the poorer, the priscely robber
holde sway over tribal chiefs. The philogophic sectione of the poem dssl
with the problems of conduot raized by this dieturbing new feature of lifs,
We repeat: Greak social history from the Homeric age down to the
beginning of the fifth century B. O 1& mainly the stcry of the village
reigkhbor and oitlzsn #raduaily replacine kin, Somewbere on thiz contimum

the pesaszent had to &sk himself, who now wes friend, who foel



Call your frisnd to a feast; but leave your enemy

elone; mnd sspecially call him who lives near you: For

if any migchief harpen in the place, neighbors come une

girt, but kinsmen stay to glrd themselves. (342.45)

Forsonal safety now dapunaa on the nesighbor, nmot on the mubusal pretection
aoffared by the clan.

The good msighbor im an aconomic asset:

A bad neighbor iz as great a plsgue 28 A& good one

is 2 great blessing? he who enjeye s good nesighbor has

& procions posserslon, Hot &ven an ex weould die Tmit

for a ted meighbor., (345-48)

Yew Ainegtitutions sre ses deerly rooted in tribel life as marriages
iz fact, marriage erder is trital order. TYet Eesied, explaining pre-
cigely at what age to marry, and whet eort of woman, edviszes his brother:
Mand espeelally marry one who lives mear you' (700).

Only very gradually doee the nalghtor take the place of the king-
ran, Already in the Odyssey Telemschus iz asked

the name by which they wers wont to e¢sll

thee 1n thy bome, evan thy mother and thy
father end other folk heside, the iownsmen

and the dyellers round about....And tall ms

thy conrntry, thy people, amd thy cit¥F....
(VIII, S50-2%)

Yet by and large for the aristocracy the blood-iie still prevails.

With Heeiod the held of the tribe weskens, but 1ts lingering
comes in for many eubtle embiguities. Blood feud is ernjolined, but the
reverge 1s made more personal! be who is hurt shoeld retaliate, not any
more the members of the clan by virtus of their relations to the injured
perty. Bub even the injured man should fit his action to the clrcum-
stances:

seeldo not wreng him first, and do not lie

to please the tongue. But if ha wrong you first,
offonding either in word or in deecd, Tromember to



repay him doutle; but if hs ask you to b his

friend again and be ready to give you eatisfac-

tion, welcome him, (708-12)

Not even the tle of brotherhood it excepted:
Let the wege promited to m friend be fixed,

even with your brother = end get s witnssgs: for

trusi amd mistrust slike ruin mem, {(3I70-72)

The new individuslism disrupte the closest bonde of kinship: no
one should ever be trusted,

The structure of the family ltself undergoes a changsj Malthu~
siasnism 1z expresely mdvecated. One son constitutes the desirable
family, Yfor so wealth will imcresse in the heme" (376)., 1ife is still
peselble 1f there are two sems? but only if the father menages to grow
olds In that czse, the advanteges of diviaion of labor may oatwaigh thg
turden of the fragmentation of the land throuvgh inheritance.

Cme of the great themes of the poem iz the injustice of the
times. Tribal borde were wearing thin while feudal bBonde had not yet
hzd time te devslop. The greed =nd gruelty of the princes, the helpless-
ness of the indlvldusl sgainst thelr rapsciiy were equallygeat. Hesloed
describes the callous rich and the helpless state of the poor in magnifi-
cent imerery.

Apd now I will tell a fekle far princes who

themselves underatand.,. Thua said the hawk to the

mlghtingale with gpeckled neck, while he carried

her high up among the clouds, gripped fagt in hie

talons, and she, pierced by his crooked talens,

eried pitifully. To her he apoke dimdainfully:

#*Migersble thing, why do you ery out? One far

sironger than you now holds ysu fast, and you musat

2o vherever I teke you, songstress ap you ars.

And 1f I please, I will make my meal of you, or

let you go. He is a fool who tries to withstend
the stronger, feor he dses not get the mastery and



suffers pain beeides his shame."” Sc seld the
swifily flying hawk, the long-winged bird. {202-12).

The traditiorzl politicel structure aof tribel settlements had been vi-
clouely disterted by the "ziftedeveuring princes,” whe now feiled te Te-
turn the law and Justlee that was their responsibility., The empty forms
of shieftainship remeined; tmt mesning and content were gone, The
trital obligetiors which those forms expressed had fmded. Justice bew
came an abstract ideal te be pursued, and wes ne lengsr the Irngtitutlonal
gatting for the 1ife of the trihe,

There ie & neise wvhen Justice Iz belng

drageed in the way where thoue wheo devonr

hribves anrd give eentence with crocked judg~

ments teke her, (220-21}

Politics now 1z for the wealthy: "Little concern has he with guarrels and
courts {aporai) whe has not a ysarts victuals laid up betimes” (30-31) ~—
gone and forgotien is the popular assembly of tribal Ilthacs.

The common meal apparently survived as an occaslonal if somevhat
poorly affairy Heslod must piead: ¥Do ast be boorish at & common fensi
where there are many gusste} the pleasure 1s greatest and the expenee 1s
leazt® (722-23).

But the wanishing tribal reciprocity could net be simply trane-
ferred from kin to neighbor, from clan te wvilllage, Iz valn does Works
and Payp attempt to base reciprocity om neighborheod.

Take fair measnres from your neighber and pay

hinm back fairly with the same messurs, or batter, if

thon can; e that if you are in need afterwards, you

may find him sure, {349~51)

Interchange of gifte hae here been transformed inte a somevhat

erratic transgction in whieh interest shyly makes its mppearance, This



kind of mutuslity iz nepassarily selective and urpredictsble! one must be
vory careful te whom one gives,
Ba friends with the friendly, and visit him

vho viaits yon. Give to one who gives, but do

not glive to one whe does not give. A marc gives

to the free<hsnded, Dot no one gives to the close-

fisted, (aﬁ:.hﬁﬁﬁ

Hote the emphamis or the gstringent negemsity ef fully returning =
gift: this iz in contrast te tribal reciprocity, with its ebasence of all
preclse equivaelency, There one who wenld all the time give inadequsate
counter~gifts would ba regarded as stingy end perhaps completely laose
face ~ but the gifts mngt econtinme, since they are deeresd by the gitua-
tion in which the givar finds himgelf. Hesiod's versiom, ir fact, more
closely resembles the modern idea of personal mutuality than the impersonal
but rigidly effective recivrocity of the tribe,

Apnd go Hesiod ends on a note of bitter warninmg: There may come a
day when

In bitter enguish of spirit you, with your wife and

children geck your livellhood amengst your neighbors, and

they do not heed you. (395=400)

For it ies easy tc ssy: "Give me a yoke of oxen and a

wagon,* and 1t 1s easy to refuse: "I have werk for

By oxen.® (453w84)

Mo ene but the 1ndividaal himeelf, through uncearing hard work,
can avert "debt and Joyless hunger: "And whatever bs your lot, work ia
best for you,” (314) ...."Work that hunger may hate yols..for hunger
is pltogether a lﬂét companion for the sluggard.® (295«302)

Sach ® cencept of work is strikingly new = a far ery from the

Homeric ethos which knews not, for the truly free, compulelon te work.

Heslod epells it out in so meny words thab "work 1c no dtmgrase: it i
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idlensss which ias & disgrace.' (311}, Work must be stesdy and carefully

echeduled:
Do not put your work off till tomorrew and the

day after: for 2 sluggish worker dees not £111 hisg

barn, nor one who puts off his work: industry makes

work go well, but a man who puts off work is slwayse

4% bhandmerips with ruin, {410~13)

Independence iz understosd slmost &e much in negative as 1n pori-
five terms. TFositively, independence means a full barny negetively, the
aveidance of the loss of one's land, the aveidarce of debt and of bunger,
Werk, ae suggested above, ¢an prevent hunger: vroper organiszation of work

can provide a larger meseure of independence, in which

FoResa¥Will not look wistfully to others, but ancther
shall be in need of your help. (477=78)

But the help and pod will of the gods themselves i meeded Lo mvert the
greatest evil, loss of lend, Evll deedz must be mvolded, snd Hesiasd
warns,

Az for as you are sble, sacrifice to the deathlass

gode vurely and eleanly, and bura rich meate, and at ather

times propitinte them with libations and incense, both when

you go to bed and when the holy light haz come back, that

they may be gracious to you in heart and spirit, and so yon

may buy another!s holding end not emcther yourse (336=41)

The meaning of these neatly-phrased alternatives 13z identical
with the Bivliocal hope that ¥thou shalt lend t o another, and not enother
to thea

The sconemic anit ie the small household, members of which should
be carefuliy eelected, The danger of hawing mors than oms, or at most
two, sons was mentioned sbove, A wife shonld be shoger with great clre

cumapsction, not only to avoid the neighboerfs censure (and one shoald

preferably marry a neighbsr), but bacanse
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ass® men wins nothing better than a good wife,

ard agein, nothlng worse than a bed ona, & greedy eoul

who roasis her men without fire, strong though he may

Do, and bringe him to & raw old mge. (702=05)

A man should not marry antil the aze of thirtyy first 1t 1ls necos
sary to acquire the propar sarvants and the proper tools.

Firgt of all, get a house, and a woman, mnd an ox for

the ploughing == 8 plave woman and not a wife, to follow

the oxen as woll == sand make everything veady at heme, s

thai you mey mot have to ask of another, and he refuse you,

and E0q.«¥0u are in lack,..! (40508}

This woman should have no children {602). Besides her, Hesiod
suggoats a male servent of foriy, since he will be interested in his work
rather then in his friends,

In guch a gmall housahold, not a moment san be wasied throuzhout
the yaear 1f the atrugpls apainet debt and hongar is to be won: the idle
men "garnerekth meny sorrows for his soul.” Preparations for the winter

Bogin in summer,

¥While 1t i yet midsummer, command your slawes:
"It will net slways be summer, build barns.)t  {502-03)

But wintar is no $ime for relaxation, elther: Hesiod warne his brother to
shun the smithy, whers men gather, And the public asszembly (sgora) must
be avoided et all Yimes; for Ylittle concern has he with quarrels and
courte whe has not a yearfs wictusls laid up betimez® (30-31}.

Bealdes work, thrift is enjolned: this wez an entirely nove) ides.
Wealth bad been soguizred by fraud, vioclence, or gifts, Yet Hesliod not
only rieks the paradex that freud and vislencs are the wreng way of ac-
guiring wesalth, but alau.aays that "if you add only a 1ittle to & 13ttle
and this often, scom that 1itile will become great® {361-62)}, BRarsly

in scongmic history has a depsriure of great coneeguence besn put in



simpler terme.

26111 another new chord is struck by Hesiod: competition servas
ae a stimolos to work, clearly playing an sgonomie role iz Gresk socisty
for the first time, Hesiod hes trouble desecribing this new phenomenon.
He opbegerves in the very beglonimg of the pasm that there ars twa Elade of
strife pn sarth, one of which 1e to be pralssd, tha ather'blamaworthy,®
inereasing evil war mnd contention, The new kind is "the eldar danghter
of dark Might " who "stira up even the shiftlage to toil; for = man zrows
sager to work when he considers his neighbor, a rich man who hastens to
plow and plant and pat his houss in good order: and meighbor vise with hie
neighbor as he hurriss after wealth. Strife is wholezoxe for man.
And potter is angry with potter, and orafteman with craftsmen, and beggar
is Jealous pf beggar, and minstral of minstral? (13#251. Hone was offar
ing to underbid hia gompetitor. EHach wished to execel in prowess, to re=
tain the privilege of being regerded as tha beasi, or st lsest the best
liked. Heelod"s own minetrelsy was the famed prototype of thie kinpnd of
gtrife.

Trade 1s, of comrse, in svidence, but certainly not as a force in
peasant life, Heslod distingnishedtwo forme of trads, neilther of which
is wvery deairabls in his eyes., The on: he refers to simply as "sea~far=
ing"; this is limited to ar cccasipnal bartering of surplus by coasting
along the shore in a small ship, in thea propar ssason,

But 1f desire for uncomfortabls seafaring seize you

when the Pleiadss plange into the mizty sea to escaps Orionfs

rude stremgth, then truly galss of all kinds rags. Then

ksep ships no longer om the sparklisg sea, but bethink you

to till the lapd as I bid yon. Hanl your ship up on the
land and psck it cleesly with stones all round to ksap off
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the power of the winds....You yourself wait until the
season for msailing is come, and then hanl your ewift
ship down to the sea, and begtow o convenient ecarge in
1% s0 that you may bring home profit....Adsire a small
ship, but put your freight in a large oney for the
graater the lading the greater will be your pllsd gain,
if only the winds will kesp baek their harmful galas,
{61845 )
1
The other form, which he specifically calls trading (emporis), would

appear 1o be more of mn occupational affalr. Even this i3 not a rogi-
lar ocoupation, tut only & last resort for the unfortunaie,
If ever you turn your misguided heart to trading
and wish to escape from debt and Joyless hunger, I will
show you the measuresz of the louderosring meas, though
I have no ski1l 4n sesefaring nor in chips, (646-49)
In any cass, the senson for sesefaring 1s very limited. The only time
which Heelod spproves of at 211 is July and Angust; unless Poseidon 1s
determined, it is poeeible to emcape death during thet period, but one
must be sure to return before the auntumn winds. Those who are really
desperate sail during the spring also, but Hesiod warns sgainet it.
Such a eailing ia snatched, and you will hardly
aveid mischief, Yet 1n their igznorance men do even

this, for wealih memns life to poor mortals: but it is

fearful %o die among the waves., (684-87)
it

Only a emall part of one'e good shonld be carried on Enj{?ﬂ!ﬂg&. becanze
of the risks.
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CEAPTER II
THE BESIODIC AGE: THRIEBAL DECAT

"Fer the gods have hidden the livellhood of men.®
(Heniod, ¥grke snd Daye)

A world ignored by the spics comes Inte view in the works of
Hesiod, the seventh century Heeotlan poes. It has endured nnchanged to
the pressnt, at least in wide regiona of the planet., Thie is the world
of the indepenient peasant householder: flercely individoclistie, moral=-
tatic, saparstitious, eaver unmplalﬁing. und thrifiry.

In perspective, lprks and Dzvyg ile 2 documentary manifestation of
the Dirth of the isolated individun)l == a painfrlly anemalous figure in
tribal goclety. A bitter ingredient accrues to the exiztence of the
vast mejority of men: individual concera for livelihoed. It reflacts
the novel threat of lonely starvation, a contradiction in terms under
tribal conditions. Itg ampecter haonts the glorisus rhythme of ¥orks and
Dayg and lovests tham with an serie acte of provheey.

¥ith the dacay of the tribe & new kind of uncertainty is born,
which gnawe at the core of existance while forsing into b eing, even if
in an unconth form, an elzment latent in the human frame: personality.
linder tribal conditions economic fate hed bmen collective, not ipdividuoal;
when it ghifted with the turn of the pastures, the run of the sessons,
tha favor of sun, wind and rain, 1t shifted for all. Hencaforth it waa
to bacome m faarful companion of the individusl, whe could rely no longer

on the treditional ilssue of redistribation and reclprocity to keep ztark



huager away.

Haglod dlecoversd hunger as & part of itha humsn condition. In
the Odyesay, the preesing ne=d for food makes its spvuearance only on the
fringes of the community. It is a shamsfal evant which hefalls the gat-
gaust, the out-pf-town bemgar, the unzccepted guest. “he urgenoy of ite
animzl impulsiocos staups the owner of the belly a man gans kin, leaw, snd
hearth. *Yo belong" is to get one's food in the natursl course of
things; "not to belong® is to ba conserned for ene's food. Apart from
the whine of tha warrior doomed %o die at the hands of the victorlous
foe, the laments of the wandering hero whose return bome is cat off b.:r
B godfe spite, no outery ie Rs bitter as the hungry man's curelng of his
belly which betrays his shame by its craving for food. The arrival of
B stranger, gunest, or wvanderer ie sonventisaally staged in the Qdygsey
as B stap-by-step change from the wretched individnzl demouncing his
belly %o his eventurlly being welcomed snd encouraged freely to partake
of the offered food as it wonld not Be grudped to him however much he
decided © sat.,

Though Hesiod rezisters realistlcally the ayaptoms of tribal de-
cay, he was t-ula close to the underlying procees of disselution to under-
etand 1t in netural terms. Hence thes mystery of the doom, the finality,
and the unspepkmble horror of the lren Age. How was pan thrown bask op-
on himegelf for his npurichment? Had (in Heslod's worde) Zeas in his
anger hid the bremd of 1life, for that Promethens aof crocksd counsal had
decsived him? "For the goda have hidden the livelihood of menl" Man
is slone, and crre must never lesve hinm., "Pass by the emithy and ite

orowded lounge in winter time, when the cold kesps men f rom fisld work —



for then san industrions man can greatly proemar his house -- lest bDitter
wintar eatch you helplese and poor, and you ahafe » gwollsn foot with a
shraunk hand.” (483-87) To ward off starvation is the meaninz of human
life.

Haglod's poatry records the mppesrance of iselated househpolds on
the moens of humsn affalre; there is no mantion of commen pasture; scon
grain would be bousht mnd seld. Almeet sontemboranectsly with him,
Amps, first of ths great yrophets, wes calling down Jehovah'e wreth on
these who bought and sold the produce of the land. Put by the middle of
the fifth century the Yempls state of Judsh had returned to redistribu-
tive uathngn, except for subordinate lecel food merksts in Jerusalsm.
larael stovped traffie in food and returnsd %o the eaarlier waye. Some Greakg slone
went on axperimsrting with surket slements. 5o far as thes historian 1
gble to dets changes in the swareness of the hungn roge, 1t was in Hesiodls
Ureace that the %sconemic” an a concern of personal axistence rese from
the desn. For betier or worse, & atark foree of nsture, the fear of hun-
ger, had been unfettered,

Historicelly, the sombar horror of ithe Hesiedis n;} probably lay
in the gonjuncture of two sxtranecus and otherwise disparate eavents, the
one & polltical catmstrophe, the other a technological revolution. The
effects of the Dorlea invaslon and of the coming of iron coabined to make
hig verse pregnant of ultimate deepair. The Torians had destroyed elvi-
ligation, ites srte and crafts es well ag ite order, jostlics, and adminias-
tration: aboat the turn of %ths millennium central Greses must have been =
heap of ruina; the Dark Ages were on., A gentary or twe later the spread

of iren taols =nd weapons hegan in sany snbtle waye to degrads men's lives



in war end work. ‘The lapidence of this slow techiologieal ebange that
gentered on ithe vestern (swcasus and maybe the emstern Alpa, hadq itealf
felt in Greece in the opening canturies of the first milleaiuws ®. G.,
gripping one geographlical area and sphers of human aetivity after another.
The effacts wers extremely variad and comparabls in their violant impact
anly te that of the industrial Hevolution soms twenty-five centuries later.
Far ressons that wa cannet yet trace with preolsion, the growing use of
hardened irgn ansesrad in many sases nefariously to intensify soms pro-
gecses of sveryday 1life, cutweighing the liberating effante for which, in
spits of all, the modern machlne remsins conspicuoua, Thue war was the
one, agricultnre ths sther realm revolationized by tha ppread of ilren ine
strumsnte and teslas. An sntirely nev kind of discipline se=mu to have
been forced upon tillers of the seil, with the goving of grain eutside of
irrigated aress, where no iron-edged plow was nacded snd sevsral harveste
maie for abundsnce. Etyipped of ites postic glemor, ¥orks and Uaye iz sn
alpenae of heartbreaking dr&ﬂgarr.'apﬁlltd cat in stridspt notes= of warne
ing to such as sre fated norsmittingly te toll oh the land., It is the
reoord of some cruel change that bes interfered with the nztarel flow of
1ife as lived by pastoraliste, hoe gardeners or semi-nomsdlc crop-snatch-
ing folk. To tend mnimnls and to grow plants is ons thing; te depsnd for
sabeistence on the harvesting of grain from poor soil is ancther. The
fres man, lsboring on his own land, had fallen inte an slmost unbhearable
form of servitude to the seil. It comuunicsted to him ite dlctates
through the riger with which tha yrocession of the geassns sod of plant
1ife 1aid down the law %o him. Thins fierce regime of constraint was ew-

scerbated by the whime of the weathsr whiech trapped him into the eternsl



vigil of a humilisting uncertainty. ¥an who has bacome the sarvant of
the machine iz well understecd se & modern problem: vhat we hsiu forgotten
is hie subjecticn teo maturs in the sarly forms of sgrienliure.

Such mey bave been the forees responsible for that lomg ebh-tide
of Gresk life of which Heslod has bequeathed te us the dirges. The loosen-
ing of the e¢lan tie, which the political and military upheavals precipl
tated, in no way released that mere ample flow of life vhich sometimes sse
compsnies the succesaful tranpiticn from a purely tribal orgenization to
slleround feudalism. The dim recollections of a glorious past and the
contimued advance of cnlturs oversess may have created, on the cantrary,
an almpst iceafferable gense of desplatien.

Etmgelf an independsnt peasant farmer, Hesiod was comcarned with
the politipal and soctsl problems of the peasantry, shove all with the
groving insecurity of the prospects of the individnal's livelihood, the
dangers of indebtsdnese, nn& censeqient loss of lard, to his luckisr
neighbor. Thers are ocuinous hints at & differentistion also in the high-
ar orders of society through the asassiag of wealth by the masterful indi-
vidosl putzide of tribel relationehips. The emergencs of & crude individ-
orlism, however traditionalist, was the conseguence of the passing of the
tribel order. The rich peasant enserfs the poorer, the princely robber
holde sway over tridal chiefs. The philoserhie sections of the poem dsel
with the problems of conducti raiiud by this dlotarbing new festurs of 1ifa.

We repeat: Ureek moecinl history from the Homaric age down to the
begzinning of the fifth century 3. 0. is mainly the story of the village
nelghbor and citizen gradually raplacing kin. Jomewhare on this contimnwa

the peasant had to sek himgeif, who now was frisnd, whe foal



Gall your frisnd o & femst; but lacve your enamy

alene; snd especially eall him who livea aear yowt Por

if any mischisf hapren ia the plaee, mnsighbors come un-

glrt, bat kinsmen stay to gird themselves. (%48-45)

Foraonsl safaty now depends on %he nsighber, nat on the mutoal protection
pffared by tha clan.

The good melghbor is an ieumunin anset:

£ bed neighbor ies au grent a plagne as n good ane

is & great blemaing; he vho enjoys a good nelghbor has

& preaiods posssesisn, [Fet even an ox wonld dde tak

for & bad pefghbor. (346-48)

Few institutions are as deaply rooted in tribel 1ifs ne serriange;
in feot, marrisge srder ie tribel arder. Yei Hseled, explsining ore-
elealy al uhat age o murey, and whet sort of woman, advisas his brabther:
*and especially msrry one who lives nsar yau® (700).

Only vary gradusily dose ths neighber take the pleoe of the kins-
men. Alresdy in the Qdyseay Telemnchus 1w asied

thes veme by which theoy ware wont %o ¢sll

thes fn thy home, sven thy mothsr and thy

fnthur nnd uthnr fhlk baside, the
& =hEILILR] -n--"alﬂ iﬂll me

thu uounirx. thr pmuplu. and thy clty....
(Y11, BEO-55)

Yot by mnd large for the aristocrssy the bleof-tis still srevails.

#ith Hesiod the hald of the tribe weakena, bat its lingaring
eonse in for meny pubtle esbigaitica. Bleod feud Lo enjeined, btat the
revengs is mude mave narssrsl: he who e hort should retelists, act sny
more the mesbare of the glam by virtus of thaly relations L the injured
aarty. Sut sven the injured man should £1% hie aption tz ths oireom-
atanoss!

«+«l0 not wrong him firss, sad do not lie

to please the tongue. Jut if he wroag you first,
offending elther in word or in dasd, resesber to



repay him double; but if he ask you to ™ his

friend again and be resdy to give you satisfsc-

tiom, weloome him. (708-123)

Fot even the tis of brotherhood is sxcented:
Let ths wege vromized to a friend be fixed,

svan with yoar brother - and get a2 witness; for

trust and sistrust slike roia men, (370-72)

The new individuslism dlerupte the closest bonds of kinship: no
one should sver be trusied,

The structure of the family 1tself undergoss a chenge: Halthu-
slsenism is expressly mdvocated. One son conatitutes the desirable
family, "for so wealth will inecresse in ths home' (378). Life is still
possible 1f there are two sone; bub only if the father menages to grow
old., In that case, the advantages of division of labor mmy ontwsigh ths
burden of the fragmentetion of the land through inheritance.

One of the great themes of the poam iz tha injustice of thas
times. Pribal bonde were wesring thin whils feudsl bonds hsd not yet
had tlme to develon., The grsed and eruelty of the nrinces, the helpless-
ness of the individunl sgninet their rapagity were sguallygest. Heaiod
describes the callous rich mnd the helplsse state of the poor in magnifi-

cent lmagery.

And now I will kell & fablas for nringes who
themeelvee understand. Thue said the hawk to the
nightingsle with specklsd neck, while he carried
her high up smong the clouds, grinped faet in hie
talons, ani cha, pierced by his cropked talone,
eried pitifully. %o her he spoke dledeinfully:
“Miserable thing, why do you cry ont? One fap
stronger than you now holds you fast, and you muat
g0 wherever [ tsks you, songstrese ss you are,

End 1f I plesse, I will make my meal of you, or
lot you gs. He 12 a fool who bries to withatand
the stronger, for be does not get the mastery snd



suffers paln besides hia ghame.® Ho sald the
swiftly flying hawk, the long-winged bird. (202-12)

The traditional political strueture of tridal settlements had been vi-
clonely distorted by the "gift-devouring princes.,” who now failed to re-
tura thes law and justice that was their responsidility. The empty foras
of chisftainship remained; but maaning and gontent wers gone, The
tribal obligetionas which those Torms sxzpressed had faded. Justice be-
came an abstract idsal to be pursued, and was 2o laonger the ingtitationsl
satting for the 1ifas af ths trive.

There iz & nolss when Justige 12 Delng

dragesd in the way vhere those who deveur

drides and giva gentence with orooked jinde-

ments take her., (220-21)

Politica now 1s for the wealthy; "Little concern hes he with quarrels and
sourts (pgoral) who has not e year's vistuals laid up bDetimes” (30-31) =
gone and forgetten ia the porular assembly of tribal Itheca.

The common meal apperently eurvived ns an cccaslonal 1if somewhst
poorly affeir; Hesiod must plesd: "Do not be boorish 2t a common feast
vwhere thers are many gussts; the plessure is greatest and the sxponse is
least® (722«23).

But the vanishing tribal reeiprocity counld net he simply tremns-
ferred from kin to nelghber, from olan to village, In vain does Xorks
S04 Bays attesmpt to base reciprociiy on naighborhsed.

Take fair messures from your neighbor and pay

him back falrly with the seme mezsure, or betier, if

thoa cany so thet 1f you are in need aftervards, you

may find him sure, {340=81)

Interchange of gifts has hero besen transformed into » somewhat

erratic transaction in which interest ehyly makes 1te spresranse. This



- kind of mutuslity ie necessarily selective and unpredictable: one must be
very carefnl te whom ons gives. :
Be friends with the friendly, and visit him

who rlelts you. Give to one who gives, dus do

et give to ore whe dess net give. A man givas

tc the free-handed, But no one glves to tha close-

Tigted. {353-65)

Hote the amphasis on the siringent necessity of fully returning a
giftt thie is in contrast to tribal reciprociiy, with ite abssnse of =ll
vracise ayulvelenay, There one who would all the time give inadeguate
counter-giftz would be regarded se stingy and perhaps completely lose
fage -« but the gifts must oontinve, singe they are decrssd by the =itum=
tion in which the giver finds himsslf, Heslod's vereion, in fact, move
¢losely regembles the modern idea of personal mataslity than the impersenal
but rigidly effective reciprocity of the tribe.

hnd 30 Hesiod ends on a note of bitter warning: There may comse &
day when

In bitter angnleh of spirit you, with your wifs and

children sesk your livelihosd amonget peur neighbors, and

they do not heed you. (399.400)

For 1t is emsy to say! "Give me a yoks of oxen and a

wagon," and it ie empy to refuset "I have work for

ny oxen.' {(453.54)

flo one but the individual himself, through unceasing hard work,
ean avert "debt and joylese hunger®: “And vhatever bs your let, work is
Best for you." (3814) ....%"Work that hunger may hate you...for hunger
1z altogether a meet companion for the slozgard.' (299-302)

Such & concapt of work is strikingly new = 5 far ery from the
Homsric ethos which koows net, for the truly free, compulsion to work.

Heslod spells 1% out in o meny worde that "werk is no dlsgrsce: it is
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1dleness which is a diegrace.” (311)., Y¥ork must be stesdy and carefully
gchaduled:
Do not vt your work off 11l temerrow and the

day after; for a aleggich workar doag nst Fi11 hie

barn, nor ans whoe poks off hie worltt indAnstry nalkes

work go well, but a men who puts off work is slwaye

at hand-grips with rain, (410-13)

Independence ie¢ understood almost as much in negative az in posi-
tive terms., TForltively, lndepsndence means & full barm; negetively, the
avoidance of the loes of one's land, the aveldanse of debt and of hunger.
Work, se suzgested shove, cen prevsmt hunger; nroper organization of wark
oan provide & lerger mesgure of indepandsacs, 1o which

Foua..will not look wietfully %o others, but another
shall be in need of your help. (477-78)

But the help and pod will of the gode themselves iz neaded %o avsri the
gresiest evil, lowse of lend. Evil deeds must be avotded, and Hesiod
WRIDS,

Ag far aa you are ables, pacrifics te the dsathlees

gods sarely =2nd clsanly, and bura rizh meats, and at other

times propliiste them with libstlons and incense, both when

¥ou go to bed and when the holy 1light hae some back, that

they may be gracious %o you in heart and epirit, and so you

may buy snothsr's holding and not another yours. {338-41)

The mesning of thess nsetly-phrased alternatives 1s identicsl
vitk the 21blicel hope that "thon shalt lend t¢ ancther, snd not another
to thea,"

The economic unit iz thes emall housekold, menmbers of which shenld
be carefully selectsd. The danger of having =ere than ane, or at most
two, sons wae muniioned mbove. 4 wife should be chesan with great siv-
camspection, not only to avold the neighbor's censure (and ons should

vreferably marry & neighbor), but besause
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sss8 man wins nothing better than g good wife,

and rgpin, nothling worse than & bad ons, a gresdy ascul

who rosate her wan without fire, strong though he may

be, =nd brings him to s raw old age. (708-05)

A men should aot marry until the age of thirty; firet it le neceg-
sary to scguire the proper servants znd the proper tools.

Firat of all, get a house, and = wonsn, and an ox for

the ploughing =— & slave women and not a wife, to follow

the gxen s wall »-= and make averything resdy at home, so

that you may not have to ask of maother, snd he rafuse you,

and #6...you are in lack...*  (408-08)

This woman should heve no children (BOB), Besldes her, Hesioed
suggeste A male gervent of forty, since he will be interested in his work
rather than in hie friends.

In euch a swall household, nmot a moment cen be wasted thronghout
the yaar if the struzgle zgainst debt and hungar 1s to be won: the idle
men "garnereth many sorrows for his soul." Preparations for the winter
begin in suamer.

iinile 1t is yet mideummer, command your elaves:
#it will not alweys be summer, build barns.® (502-03)

But winter iz no tims Tor relsxation, eithsr: Hssisd warns his brother te
shun the emithy, whers men gathsr. And the public sssembly (agora) nuut 
be aveided at all times; for “little concern has he with guarrsls and
ecourte who hed not & year's viotnals lsid up betimes" (30-31).

Henldes work, thrift is enjolned: this was an entirely novel {d=a.
kealth had been acguired by frasd, violence, or glfta. Yet Heslod not
only risks the parsdox thst freud and violenae are the wrong way of asc-
guiring weslth, bat alse mays that PLf you 24d only a little to s little
end this often, soon that littls will become great” (361-82),. Rarely

in sconamic hietory has a departars of great consequencs besn pat in



. glmpler terma. :

83111 encther new chord ia struck by FHesiod: competition serves
s a stimulus to werk, clearly playing an sconomic rele in Gresk soclety
for the firat tise. Hesied has trouble descrilbing this new phenomennsn.
Hie obgsrves in the very Pezinning of the poem fhat thare are two kinde of
strife on earth, one of which ie to be nraised, the other'blameworthy,*
increasing evil war snd conteation. The new kind ie "the elder dnaghtqr
of dark ¥lght," who "etirs op even ths shiftleas to toll; for a man grows
sager to work when he considars his nsighbor, a rich man whe hastens to
plow and plant and pot hie bones in good order! and neigzhbor vies Hith.hil
neighbor se he harries sftsr wealth, Brife i¢ wholesome for man,
And potter la anzry with wattser, snd crafteman with sraffemen, and begear
la jealous of baggar, and minstrel of minstrel® (12-28). Jone was offer-
ing te aaderbld hiu_cwm;stitnr. Bach wiched to exeel in Drowess, to re-
tain the privilege of heing regarded as the best, or at least the best
liked. Hesled's own ninstrelsy was the faved prototype of this kind of
ahrife. . |

Irade is, of cournme, in avidense, but certainly not am a forea in
vegeant 11fe, Hesiod distinguiched twe forme of trade, neithar of which
is very dasirebls in hip eyma, The one he refers te simoly ae "sea~far-
ing"; this ia limited to an occoasional bartering of sarplus by coasting
slong the ghore in a small shin, in the prover msason.

But if desire for unsomfortable seafaring seiwe you

vhea the Plelades plunge into the misty ses to escape Orion's

rus stremgth, thenm truly geales of all kinds rage. Then

kosop ships no longer oa the sparkling sea, but bethink you

to i1l the land as I bid you. Hanl your shiv un on the
land and pack 1t closely with stenes all round teo Ykeep off
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the power of the winde....You yoursslf wait uatil the
ssasan for sailing 4s come, and then hanl yeur swift
ghiy down to the esaa, and béstow & convenient oarge in
1% s0 that you may bring home vrofit....Admire a smell
ship, bul put your freight in a largs one; for the
greater the lading the greater will be your piled gein,
i? only the winde will kesp beck their harmful gales.
(61B-45)
1
The other form, which he spscifically calls trading (smporis), would

appast 30 bs more of an occuvational affair. Bven thiz is not & regu-
lar occupation, btut only a last ressrt for ths unfertunate,
If sver you turn your misguided heart to trading
and wigh to escspe from debt and Joyless hunger, I will
show you the measures of the loud-roaring ssas, though
I have no skill in sep~faring nor in ehips. (B46-48)
in sny cage, the sesson for ses~faring 1a very limited, The only %ime
which Heelod approves of 2t ell 19 July and Auguat; unh“.?au!.&un is
determined, it is poseibls to escspe desth during that verled, but ons
must be# eurs %o raturn defore the saiuan winde., Those who are really
desperste psil daring the epring also, but Heslod warns agsined 1.
Sugh & selling is snntehed, and you will hardly
aveld slechiaf, Yot in their ignorsnce men do even

this, for weelth means 1life to poor morsals; dat it is
fearful to dle smong the waves., (B84-87)

ink

Only a smnll part of one's good shonld be earrisd on any voyege, beacsuse

of the riegka.



POOTROTE TO CHAPITER I

1. This 19 the first instanee in which smporis ie employed in
the sense of trede. M. Knorrings, Emporos, n. 13.
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