CHAFIER V11
SECURING GRAIN IaQ0HIS

%hy did Athens, the site of what was maybe the first
eity market in history, her femous sgora, herself never hecome
g2 pioneer of merket trade? Why d4id her extreme de pendence on
imported grein, comhined wlth her pioneering axpgrianuﬂ in the
use of food marketr, not mske ber take the lesd in the estab-
lishment of an internationsl grein merket which, so one wouald
think, should have solved her problem? Indeed, why did she
strike ont rether in the opposite direction, ohstrueting the
Egyptisn initistive in setting np sueh & market? One uneed not
share an unhistoricsl prejudice in favor of commercial methods
to see the protlem of fithenisn grsin trade in these common-
sense terms,

Accordingly, our points of enguiry are: To0 what extent
did the conditicne of the grain trade in classical Greece permit
the development of msrket trade? Or, conversely, how far did
those circumstsnces discoursge such & development snd require
the use of sdministrsative methods of trading in order to ensure
the supply of grain?

The snewer, we enbmit, lay in the geographicsl and polit-
ieanl configuration of the regions in which grsin eapplies and
routes of communicstion were situsted, These conditions, nnder
which militery snd diplomstic mesns had to be employed to ensure
the forthcoming of the smpplies, ae well as the safety of the

trade routes themselves, determined the wethods and organization
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of the grain trade.

Hine-tentihs of the matter is comprised in the geograph~

Jieel circumstences which kept Attics at all times keenly

anxious sbout the provensnce of her daily bresd from Overseas,
and made her eventumlly eeek out ss a souree of supply the Black
ses, Egypt, snd Sicily, in succession. The rest may be summed
up in the recognition that while Athenian foreign policy was
firet snd foremost grain poliey, it was hsrdly ever affected by
commereisl conslderstiocne or inspired by so-cslled trade inter-
ests., The resson for this sppsrent persdox will be menifest

from & bare outline of the history of the aralin trade.

Greece ae & whole lpcks agricultursl lend snd eepecislly
Attice's s0il is beet buited for the growing of oil end vine.
it no time efter the Solonie ecrisis did Athens rsise more than
s framction of her grain. Yet grein, supplemented by fresh and
dried fish, constituted the staple of her diet. 1f we were to
look for sny one determining factor in the foreign policles of
moet of continentsl Greeece, it would unguestionahly he that
grea's dependence onm grein importe for its food supply.

Greek soeisl snd politieml thought may well have reflected
this unsltersble circumstsnce, The Creeks, one is lempled to
conclude, never developed s concept of economies hecsuse at no
time could the country rely for its food supply on the merket

which is the true sahject of that disecipline, Instead it
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turned tn s0litiesl theory, wnich slmoest to this day has ret-
ained tha esst of the mould of the Atticen polis. Her ever
nneseuaged need for sn sdequete food msupply made the principle
of self-sufficiency the basic postulste of her existence snd
therefor of her theory of the stste. Antarchy became for the
Greek mind the rationsle of the polis., On this point Arlstotle
agreed with Flato - they shared the convictlon that the citizen
population of the polis ought to conelst of fermere, Indeed,
from the history of ithens no other lesson could be drewn,

There ie sgreement among seholare of Greek antiguity over
this extreme dependence on grain importe, Hostovtzeff has
ehown thet af late ms the third century, thie insdequecy wase
still s¢ prononnced that not a trece of commercisl rivalry
conld be found hetween the two grestest grain prodocers, Egypt
and the Crimes. Y Grundy ineiets that every Greek msinlend
siate, with the possible exception of Thessaly, wes 10 a greater
or lesser extent dependent on imports, : Qf Atties Jard; hes
asperted that she could elways absord any swount of the avail-
ahle imports without their cemusing s feilure of domestie
prices, Ef

it is poesible to meke & crude estimele of the Athenian
defieit in grain stuffs, Since statistical sccuracy cannot he
attained for antiguity, the figures can 40 no more than indiec-
gete orders of msgnitude,

Un the population of Attica the eslculations of L.W.
Gomme remain snthoritative., There is a striking floctnation of
the totsl s well ss of the prrts. He estimetes the total pop-

wlation in 421 B.C. s 316,500; of which 172,000 were citizens,
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28,500 metics, and 115,000 slaves, 51X years later, after the
plagne, the totel had fallem to 218,000 with 116,000 citizens.
In 323, the total is back to 268,000: 11%,000 citizens,

42,000 metics, snd 104,000 slaves. 4 The populstion therefore,
may have maid to heve ranged beiween 200,000 and 300,000, the
latter figure being surpassed before the ravages of the plapgue,
in the heginning of the feloponnesisn War.

OQur only informstion on Athenian domestic production is
for the lete fourth century. An Lleusinisn inscription of Z29
B.0, sllows Attie produetion to be cslculsted &t 368,660
medimns. But of this totsl, only 28,500 medimns were wheat,
the rest barley, & ratic of less then one to ten. £ While this
may heve been s bed year, Gomme eslimetes the tjﬁ rate of pro=-
duetion et 410,000 medimns, . Tod at 450,000. . On the baeis
of Beloeh's estimete of an sverage per hesd snnual consumption
of gix medimns, =t the most 75,000 people could be supported
from the domestic erop. With & population range of two to
three handred thoussnd, imports of one to one and s half million
medimne would be required, or twe to three times the domentie
erop. Home prodmetion muet heve heen insufficient by far to
feed the egrarien populstion, As lale as 170 B.0., when the
population of Attica was probably much gmaller than in the
classicsl era, ﬁthenian ephesssdors st Home clsimed that Athens
ngppported even the farmers on imported grain." Ef

Yet the dependence on foreign grein was even gregter than

this ststisticsl guess would indieste. While the population ee

a whole needed imports for a large part of ite food, the
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eitizenry depended on them slmost entirely. Our figures refer-
red to the total of wheat snd berley. &=ot barley was considered
fit only for slaves snd meties; =& citizen would eat berley only
if he were very poor or if famine conditions prevelled, Lrist-
ophanes, esneering at the democratie grain distrihutions, reminds
his sudience that the gift of five medimne in 424 E.C. wae mere

9
barley. A spesker in the leinoscphliste esays:

Wwe have no interest in...besrley since the town
is full of wheat bresd, 10/

While wheat wes considered the oitiszens' staple, if constituted
no more than one-tenth of the home crop - encugh to feed per-
hepe eight or nine thousand eltizems., For Attica imports thus
guite generaslly mesnt wheat imporis. A4 good part of the slaves
gonld probebly be fed on home barley; the citizens depended
entirely on imports, ii/ Aceording to Hanm Jseny wheat "dom-
inated the internstionsl grein trade of the classsicsl ers almost
to the ezclusion of the other grains,” Lﬁ/

This state of affaire is specificslly confirmed by a
speech of Demosthenes, in which he observes that 400,000 medimns
of wheat ha& been imported from the Pontus in 338, and that the
importe from "thera:g;anerﬁlly egual Athens' totsl importe from
all other sources. : The figure, he added, cculd be checked
by 8 glanee st the booke of the inspectors at the emporiam,

Thie wonld smount to totsl whest imports of 800,000 medimns for
thet yesr. Zodevslov, a Lussisn philologist, srgues thet the
figure of 400,000 referred only to Panticepeum, "the home port,”
not sleo tc Theodosim from whieh onece sgein thsti smount wae

ehipped., Lccepting these figures, we get totel importe of
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1,600,000 medimns. Ineluding the home crop of 400,000 this
wenld samonnt to about 2,800,000 medimns -~ considerably more than
the traditionally sceepted reguirement, Ineidentally, this
would reise the rate of imported to home grown grain to 8:1.

But there is no need to stress the point further. 9There
is widespresd agreement to-day thst the concern about grain

gupply domineted Athenien foreign peliey. Grundy bluntly
15

aauertsli?ﬁt foreign poliey was foed policy. 8o dees
]
Glotz. Frencotte, still the suthority in the field, declared

"la premiére des guestions Jﬁnnumiqnes ponr les Grecs ;tait
celle du pain.™ li/

The guestion is by whai methods wes the grelin scquired?
To whet extent conléd Atties rely omn price inducements to ensure
supply snd why were the actusl wsys of procurement almost ex-
elusively those of diplomaey, civil and militaery politiee?

Three instsnces come to mind of powers which largely imp-
orted their food supply: the city-states of Athene and Home in
antiquity sné Britsin sinee shomt 1770, In esch case -
giffering aceording to circumstances - eignificsnt conseguences
followed.

free-trade HEngland reorezents the ¢lsesic instence of
relisnce for orgenie rew meteriels on a world merket. In prin-
eiple, she saerificed her domestic agriculture sfter 1846 in the
name of the doetrine of comparative costs. For half a century
her weslith snd power spparently Juetified her sbnegation of
self-snfficieney. Bat sinece World wWar 1 it hae become increus-
ingly evident that the successful funetioning of the world

market itself hed depended on Britsin's finanelsl, militery, or
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politiesl control of the orgsmizatlon of worldé trade, Heving
lost that control, Britain is faced with the treacherous mech -
anism of sn unregnlsted world msrket, Aceordingly, she is
trying to free herself from such a depsndence throngh long-term
arrangements, and other inetruments of edministered trade.

The Homsn Empire sdopted the other alternative. HEather
then rely om "world grein markel™ which nnd been established in
the late fourth century B.C. in the esstern Mediterranean, Rome
deliberetely smashed this market asné hrought the chief grain
proéucing territories under her direet control. Siecily was con-
quered firet in the third century, snd throughout Homan hietory
remeined her "storehouse.” In the yesr 6 A.D., the emperor
essumed the responsibility for feeding the eity of Eome: he
£i11led thie obligstion through the tributes levied in kind on
the provinces. Hesides Siecily, Josephus tells ue that Zgypt
sent enough grain to feed Home for four menths and Afriea enongh
for elght months; = this probably smounted to 2,900,000 and
B,800,000 modii reepectively. =2 Since the emperor's respon-
eihilities extended far beyond the feeding of the city of HRome -~
the symy snd the imperisl honsehold =sls0 ned to be fed - methods
of amdministered trade were employed, ZHostovizeIf, when listing
whet he deeme to be proof of extensive csapltslistie gctivity in
the Homen Empire, is compelled to mdmit the primacy of sdminieg-
tered trade:

1t woet be admitted, ... thst the largest consnmer
wes the imperisl snnons end thel mosi of the
merchente, who frequently were at the seme time
shipowners and owners of storehouses, worked on
behelf of the emperor, that is to say, on behalf

of the populstion of the ecity of Rome and the
army....the imperial snnone was the chief moving
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foree in the interprovineisl trede, buying and
transporting large masses of corn, oil, wine,
meat, fish, lumber, hides, metsls, snd clothes
for the needs of the armies on the Shine, Danube,
end Euphrstes, snd some of these articles for

the needs of the espitel. 20/

Athens never achieved the imperisl splendor of Rome.
During a memorable half century here wes & successfnl thalasso-
ersey whieh ruled direetly the trsde routes and controlled by
direct politicsal means the sources of sopply in the Hastern seas,
when her etretegie hold wss lost, she turned to a complex of
edministrative methods to secure her food supply, Those methode
were eminently suited to taking sdventage of the market elemente
now introduced by coestal stetes into the graln trades 0of the
Helleniec world without subjecting tne Attican supply to the

control of those mtates,
11

But let us bhegin at the beginning.

The Solonie embargo on the export of grsin is the first
instance of grain supply being brought within the realm of pablie
poliey; it never left it,

One meeting of the Athenisn lssembly in eseh prytany - a
tenth part of the year - was eslled the "moverseipgn" ismembly;
in this meeting, mccording to Aristotle,

the people have to ratify the continuance of

the magistrates in office, if they are per-
forming their dnties properly, and to consider

the sapply of grein snd the defence of Lhe
country. E1/

Grein sepply, nationel defence, =nd the continuing supervision

of the megistrstes, in other words, mre the three subjects which

must be considered st lesst once in every prytsny of the
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Asgembly. OGrain sapply ie prominent on & list of sohjecte the
prospective stateeman nmuset mester, acearﬂing'ta Zenophon; the
others sre stete revennes snd expenditures, wer, home defence,
aend the silver mines. 2/

‘he Solonic embargo wns never repesled. Hather 1t was
reinforesd, ILegisletion was designed, in & general way, to draw
the grestest possihle amount of grain to Athens snd to prevent
the movement of grein sway from Athene. No Athenian resident
wee permitted to tramsport grein anywhere except to ithens; the
"severest penalties" were prescribed for violation. EE, o see=-
loan econld be mede on any ship or esrgo wnless it was ensunred
thet & return csrgo of grsin or certsin other legally specified
commodities would be brought to ithens, £ he mey aceume that
timber end other supplies for shiphuilding figured prominently
on the list, plthough only grain is mentioned in the sources,
Since, as ﬁe.have seid sbove, the petty emporgs could hardly put
to mes without the help of s sea-losn, this regulstion must have
been cof greet importence,

L@ esn be inferred from these passsges, the orgenization
of grein imports wese sn instence of administered trade, The
gafety of the trsde routes, the termes of trade - including price,
to & considershle extent - the sourcers 0f goods were mostly
fixed by treety or other diplomatic arrengements, ususlly through
personal privileges ses g counter pert of trade preferences, the
actoel trading teking plece me s rule in a port of trade., The
extent to whieh this involved the ndministering of trade is sug-
gested by & revealing passsge in Aristotle's Rhetorie. In point-

ing out the matters & mtstesmen must be conversant with he sume
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up siceinetly the administrstive festures of Atticam food proe-
urement methods. '

«s.in regerd to food, he fthe statesman/ should

know whet smount of expenditure is sufficient to

support the State; what kind of food is produced

at home or caen be imported; and whet exporte and

imports are necessary, in order ihsi contracts

and agreements may be made with those who ean

furnish them, 25/

The grest grain producers listed hy Theophrastus were
26/

iesyrie, BEgypt, Lybis, Pontus, Thrace, and Sieily. But thst
wae by the end of the fourth century. In earlier times the
power of Persie blocked /thenisn mecess to the southesst, as
well sas to Zgypt and Lybia, in the south, although Athens app-
enre to have drswn some grein from the latter; the rise of
ayracuse, in the west, along with the rivelry of the Peloponnesue,
checked for & long time Athenian infivence in fieily. Thrace

snd the Blsek Ses region - perticulsrly Crimee's hinterlsnd,

situsted on hoth ehores of the so=¢cslled Cimmerisn Bosporus -
thus served ss the chief grsnary of ithene in the clsssical

period,
11X

Peisiptratus was the firet to meske & suetained effort to
extend /‘thenisn power towerds the northesst, Threce end the
Bleck “en region, He regsined Sigeum on the southern shore of
the entrsnce to the Hellespont, and supported Miltiedes in oce-
upying the northern shore, the Threecisn Chersonese., The grain
of this region mey have been partly paid for by the black-
figored Attie vesee snd /thenian gold snd bronze-work dating

from thie period, whieh have been found there in numbers. The
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trede wee mede poesible by the esteblishment of a "stable egui=-
1ibrium" smong the Seythisn tribes at about this time. EE/
Persian expsnsion into Europe during the last two deeades of the
eixth century must have cut-off this trede, which wae resumed
ﬁswever on & grend secsle sfter the Percisn defest at Sslamie,
It seems doubtful whether, hefore the seventh centary,
oreek trade with the Blesck Ses region wee of sny sccount. The
early colonies were mere farmers' settlemente, not trading ets-
tione. A number of such settlements, mostly vnder Kilesian
suspiees, were established - firet om the south shore of the
Black Ses, them on its north shore. 3Bat not until the fifth
centery were these brought under ithenism influence or control.
In thire development Attice's need for Erain was the sole mover.
Up to the middle of the fifth century the products of the
Bleck Ses were not s a rule carried all the way by ship to
Greece. The ses-route wes the cheapest rounte, but often it was
too risky, too arduous end too slow to hbe practicebdle on a
gmaller scale portage by way of the istamle routes thet ecrossed
the Chersoneme csused s similar rivalry hetween the porte of
trade on the ses route ss ageinst the transshipment ports of the
lend roote. The powerful snd trescherous currents of the
Threeisn Fosporas were greatly femred, as indeed, they are even

28/
todey. Polybine' deseription of them bas become famoug.

" fhis wee perticulsrly trone hefore the striking progress in navi-

getion and shipbuilding set im whieh resulted from the Fersian
28/

Hars. The early ses-fsrers never braved the open me& if it

wee st 811 posrible to comet along; also they were in mortsl

fesr of turning e cape end preferwed, if practicable, to portsge
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their tiny boate or to trenslosd to an overlsnd ronte. The
esrly Jontic traders esvolded turning the cspe thet gnesrded the
Thrascian Bosporus., Instead of sailing into and mercse the Sea
of Marmors, the Iropontie of the ancients, and emerging by the
Derdenelles, they landed their goodes on the west cosst of the
Elack Sea nt Odessos, Mesembrim, or Apollonia. ¥From here, they
had them csrried overlsnd by the natives to the Hebrus Vslley,
thence refting them downriver to the emporiam of Alnos, on the
Aegesn outlet of the river. EQ/ This eity, slthough situated in

the moetl barren pert of Threce, wes one of the wealthieet in
21/

that regions, oecupying in regard to the Flsck Cea trade a
22/
position ae strategic as wae that of Byzantium, The rivaelry

of Ainoe, the port of trade of the lsnd ronte, and of Byzentiam,
the port of trade of the mea ronte, will diesclose in concrete

terme the military snd politiesl conditions of the grain trade.

Byzentium, the Constantinople of our days, ran neck to
neck with iinos in the fifth century 5.C. in thelr race for
primeey. Settled in the middle of the seventh century, less
than twenty years sfter the city of Calehedon on the opposite
gide of the streite, Byzantium remsined, like Cslechedon, an un-
important agrienltursl settlement for the next two centaries,
She wge better off than Celchedon only heesume of her superioe
fisheries, &/ Both were founded by colonists from legara,
Celchedon, see noted, was settled somewhsl esrlier than Byzantiam,

because of the grester fertility of her soil; Gyzantium's fish-

eries were sppmrently not utilized nntil somewhst later.
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Herodotue, writing in fthe middle of the fifth centnry, when
Gyzantium's trading advanlage was already evident, ridiculed the
Chaicedonisns for taeir blindness in setiling om the wrong side
of the stralts. = But thie only proves how unimportant the
route from the Pontus ned been before. &or the parfect location
of Byzantium eouid not poesibly nave been overlooked if in the
early seventh ceniury trade had moved through the sirsits, since
the cnrrents force every ship that comes from the Black Tea to
melt in the Bosporus, Ceriainly some Zropontie grein resched
the fegesn Sea: Herodotas describes Xerxes watehing grsim rhips
paee through the Hellespont on their wey to Zegina and the
feloponnese, 2 And, Herodotus even tellse that, when kKiletue
exiled ite tyrant, Histiseus, he sailed to Byszsatium with eight
triremes and seized every ship coming from the Pontos iteelf, ﬁ&f
Ho mention is msde of Athens receiving Crimean grain at that
time.

Byszentium fell before the fersisn advance into Europe in
512 ©.C., ané the population fled to the Gleck Sea port of
Mesembria; the city was barned EE/ and was not resettled until
its recspture from the Persisne in 479, Eﬂ/ puring more then a
jifetime Persien influence snd conirol extended tarough most of
Threce; Ainos and the other Greek gities of the Chersonese
begen to iesne coins on the Fersien gtendard, EE/ Greece must
heve been now eat off from her Black See grain eupply, snd even
from the Propontis.

479 B.C., the year of the Fersisn retreat from Eurcpe,

finds Ainos' swing towsrds the height of her glory snd wenlth,
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which can he trsced through her coins and through the Aithenian

tribote lisils. In 474 she began to strike tetra-drachme that

for beauty snd workmesnenip sre not surpeesed hy those of any
40/

other Greak city. She was assessed an snnusl trilute of

twelve talents from 454 to 450 B.C, a8 a member of the Confed-

erasey of Delos,

But iinos' weslth snd gresiness were short-lived; by the
third quarter of the fifth century, she had been reduced to
poverty asnd relstive obscurity. Her tribate sssessment was re-
duced to ten tslents between 445 and 440 B.C. In the next two
years it dropped to only four tslents; Ainos peid no trihaote
wiantsoever from 437 onward, 4 From this time on, the eity was
in & redonced condition, 2/

Byzentium's rise wee se meteorie as was the full of Alnos.
In 452, the firsl year she sppesrs on the tribute lists, she
poaid nothing, Five years lster, sine wes ussessed four talents
SUU0 drechmeme, which was incressed to fifteen telents in 443,
eignteen talents in 436, and twenty-ome tslents 4320 drechmse
in 425, 44/

ihe simultsneous decline of Ainoe snd rise of Syzantium
were rooted in a single event: the muhetitution of the new sea
route for the traditiomal lsnd route. The impelling factor was
the creation of a native Thrascisn empire which wiped out the
overlend route, mlthough the improvement in navigetion and ship-
building must have contributed to the process. But the military
event was dominent, Fetween the years 480 and 460 B.C., Teres,

the chiel of the Odrysians, a Tarscian tribe, crested sn empire
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extend ing from Abdera in the fegean to the mouth of the Iannbe
on the Hleck Fea, @ end ineluding as ite subjects the Thrae-
isn tribes, the formidable Getae 2/ and "the other hordes"”
aronnd the Dannbe bordering on Seythia. 4/ Under his snccess-
ore, Sitalees snd Seuthes, the empire wes gonsolidated and made
into a great ané wealthy power. In 431, two yesrs after Teresn'
gdeath, the Atheniene sought en sllisnce wilh Sitalces, and
Thueydides ohserved that hie kingdom was

very powerful snd in revenne and genersl

prosperity exceeded all the nations of

Europe waich lie between the lonian Sea and

the Zuzine; in the size and strength of

their srmy being second oenly, though far

inferior, to the fcythisne, ¥Fox if the

Seythisns were united, there ls no nstion

wpieh could compsre with them...48/

The rise of this empire left the all-sea route as the oniy
slternative snd conseguently impoverished iinmos, "The establish-
ment of the Odrysian kingdom athwart the trade rountes that
provided the weslth of Aincs would bring about its virtosl ex-
tinetion " 52/ sceording to Gmeson's study on the history and
srchaeology of this region. Sinee the ralds of the savage
cetae cut off the trade of Apollonia as late s Straho's time,
we mpy esssume similar interferences at thai earlier date., The
archaeologist end the numismatist agree that the growth of the
gdryeien empire made en end te overlsnd trede. SO clome was
thie negetive correletion that st the end of thne century, arcund
412 R.C. Ainos enjoyed a temporsry resurgence of wealth "such ae
ghe h=d not known for thirty yeers™ = - g8 the result af a
stroggle for sugremaey among Jdrysian  rimces. After Seathes' 1

desth, & loeal prinee who hed ruled the terridory from the Hebrue
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=Biver to the “es of Mermors wee exiled, ané this territory
beceme revered from the Odrysiem empire., Thie turm of events
once more opened up for Ainos the lend route to the BElack sea
snd mhe enjoyed a thirty-year proeperity which wse brought to an
end when the empire wes once pgaln consolldated under Cotys. EE’
Correepondingly we find Byzantium's tribute reduced in 414 to
fifteen telente from ite highest level of slmeost twenty-two
telente in 426,

The ssme events whickh had destroyed Ainos' trede route

sleo ecnt off Byzentiom from the hinterlesmd. Other Thrseiasn

tribes, most notebly the istme, began & series of raide ﬁhich
continned for seversl centuries. Thesme ralds made settled egri-
eulture impossible; ééf the eity was thue forced literelly to
the weter's edge snd hy necessity had to make her living from
the sea, Byzantiom did not mise her opportunity: gelmost over-
night, she was del iberately converted into en emporium. TFot the
grednal growth of economie forces hut 8 politiesl ecataclysm led
to the estehlishment of this trsding pleece. A mutileted dee-
eription of this treneformation hss heen preserved for ue in the

54/
pseudo-iAristotelisn Jeconomics, whieh will be diescussed

helow when we consider the problem of the port of trade.
Byzantinom was recaptured from the Fersisne by the Hellenie
fleet under the commend of the Spartsn, Psuesenimse, in 479, and
the city wse resettled. 2/ But pome ftwo yeers later, when
Pansaniss, showed Fersien sympsthies, he was expelled from the
entire sres by en Athenisn fleet under the commend of Cimon, EE/

Pensanien' dealinge with the Persiasn emperor were imperiling the




Greece, Ch. 7, p. 17

Bleek “ea grain suppoly.

The next twenty yesrs saw the establishment of the Confed-
eracy of Pelos and its conversion into sn Athenisn emplre. By
454, when the tressury of the Lesgue was moved from Delos to
Athene, the lesgune inclonded perheps 260 cities, grouped in five
divieione: the Thrscisn, Hellespontine, Ionisn, COsrisn, sand the
ineular. The Threcisn distriet ranged from kethone in the weet
to iinom; the Hellespontine inelnded the Chersonese snd the
Greek eitier on the shores of the Propontis snd the Blaek Cea, El/
During thie pericd ithens unsuccesefully attempted to gain
control of Thrace in the north snd Egypt in the south, She cap-
tored fion, at the mouth of the Etrymon liver, in 476, mt an
attempt at colonizetion wss thwarted by the Thraclen trides.

“he sleo tried without enccess to seize the eity of Doriscus,

on the northern side of the mouth of the Hebrus River {opposite
Ainos which is on the south side). Athens d1d secure the sess
eroand Thrace: 1in 474, for example, she ecmptured the islend of
Seyrog, on the route to western Threce, and Thesos with its gold
mipes, off the Thracisn cosst, wee 8 member of the Lesgue. The

Egyptien expedition, intended to ontflenk Pereia, ended in
dimneter in 466/4.

iv

48 the power of Persia blocked Athenisn smbitione in the
south, the growta of the Odryesisn empire prevented ithenian
expansion te the north into Thrsce. Accordingly, the middle of

the century ssw an important shift in Athenien foreign poliey.
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Pericles made Athenisn endeavors to vear from the north, sonth,
and west of the jediterrsnean snd to concentrete in the direc-
tion of the Black “es which was now imperilled. EE{

The immediate dsnger wess to the trede~route itself. The
Udrysian empire ﬁaa moving towarde the Frogontis: control of
Byzentium snd Sestos would hsve mesnt control of the trade go=-
ing through both ends of the “ep, OCfficiszle had been rent to
Byzentiom, among other eities, in 465 to colleet the tribute
and to "represent Sthens' interests,” £/ end specisl offieisnls,
ealled "warders of the Hellemgont," were estationed at Sestos
to eontrol pessing ships, = Byzsntium governe the exit from
the Bosporus, while Sestos, the "corn-chest of the Pirseus,” &/
fnarde the exit from the Hellespont., Therefore, Pericles pers-
enelly led an expedition to the Thracisn Chersonese; he estsh-
lished & cleruchy with & thousend men, and built & wall mcross
the isthmus hetween the ‘egean and the ZPropontis, whieh protec-
ted the isthmns agsinst Thracian incursions, - Of ell hise
expeditions, writee Plutarch, this one

wee held in most loving remembrance, since 1t
pgroved the esalvetion of the Hellenes who dwelt
there. 63/

s Pericles wer determined to protect the trsde ronte from
Ureek es well ss barbarisn enemies. From the Hellespont grain
wee not csryried directly to the Pirseus, eince that would hsve
entailed turning the sinieter ceape of Sonium st the sonthern
tip of Attica. (This was at & time when Zericles was "sdmired
end celebreted even smongst foreigners”™ for heving eircuomnavi-
geted the Peloponnesus, 84/ Instead, the goods of the Hellese

pont were lended st Histimes, on the northern tip of Euboea,
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From there they were carried to the Euhoean Tea and shipped to
Qropus, on the northern shore of ~ttiea, thence overlend to
65/

Athens via Deceles. The Euboesn revolt in 447/6 thus crested
g2 denger to the Athenisn supply route fully ss grest ss the
Odrysien expsnsion. fericles promptly attascked the islsnd with
fifty ships and five thousand hoplites and bronght it to heel.
The island wes trested leniently, with the one exception of
Histisean., Ite citizens were removed se & body snd Athenisns
were settled in their plece, becsure they had dared to interfere
with Athenign shipping, Aes Flnterch pots it, Pericles treanted

them, snd thnem only, thus inexorably, hecause

they had tsken en Attic ehip captive end slein

its erew. 68/
Periclen' wisdom in recognizing this threat snd desaling with it
wae horne out hy ithenisn experience in the Peloponnesisn War,
when the Spartens captuored Decelea in 413, grein had to be

67/
carried by ses past Sunium, “at great cost,™
In 446/7 or thereabouts, s cleruchy with two thousand men
or more wae éstablished slso on the isle of Lemnos, and about
five years later one of perispe s thousand men on Imbros; - the
islend commsnéing the spprosch to the Hellespont from the
jegean. Pericles bhrought the Greek cities of the Sleck fea
68

region under the swsy of ithens, in 437/6, he led = "large
and splendidly eguipped srmement”™ into the FBlack Sea, where

he effected what the Greek cities desired, snd

deglt with them humsnely, wihilie to the neighbor-

ing netions of Berbariens with their kings and

dynsets he displayed the megnitude of his forces

and the fearless courage with which they salled

witithereoever they plessed snd brought the whole

ses under their own control. &8/

The Spertocid dynesty in the Crimes, winich wse to remsim friendly
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to ithens for at least s centary, wes eetsblished in 438/7 with
Athenisn sid, slong with the setting up of sn Athenian cleruchy
gt nearhy Nymphaeum, Zﬂf The Spertoeid kingdom of Crimean Bos-
porus hed ss ite capitel Zemticepeum, snd later ineluded Theo=
dosia, the two prineipel ports-of-trade for the Crimean and
Seythien grain, For unknown ressons Athens wes nneble to gain
s foothold in Olbia, s key eity on the northwesterm shore; the
grain hed therefore to move right seross ihe Black Ses =nd then
along the southwestern shore on ites way to the Bosporan
straits, ! ithenisn coloniste were esteblished st Sinope,
commending that rounte, e8 well as either elde of Sinope, at -
setecus aud Amisas. 18/

Phue Athenisn militery eontrol of the grain trade was com-
plete, To ensure her sa remecy, /thens forhade any hat Athenian
shipe, i1.e., Bhipe cerrying grain to Athens, from entering the
nleck “es; the prohinbition 4id not stop short of including the
Athenien "allles.”™ = Byzentium wse the foesl point of the
system; other staies oould buy grein st Byzantium only by spec-
jal permission of Athens, One enech grant has been graserved for
us, in the form of & decree dsted 426/5 relsting to liethone, &
Mscedonien city which wse & member of the Athenisn Lesgue.
yethone undertookx to provide e bedy of soldiers for & current
ithenisn wer in Thrsce; in return, she wee grented permission
to huy each year & =pecified smount of grain in.Brzantium. vor
esch purchsse, written notice had to be given to the Athenian
officiele st Byzantiam, ﬁnﬁ no Kethonian ship wes aliowed to

74/
progceed pest Byzentiam,
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in the nsivre of thinge under such conditions grain would
ve bounght and sold at proclsimed equivalencies; the persist-
ence, for several centories, of the belief thet the Jjust price
for wheat wes five drachmse per medlimn, . in the face of
what asppeers & seculsar rise in prices, probably hed its roots
in snen treaty prices. We should elso note at this point the
persietence of a 2:1 ratic of wheat to bsrley prices, from the
fourtn to the second century, despite the violent fluctuutions
in the price of grain in general. e The modernizing notion
that 8 grain market, once establisned, conld nave secured the
geme dagree of etability of prices, appears unreslistiec.

Thus gra;n moves along & speclific trade route guarded hy
sthenien colonies and navel power, in sccordance with Athenian
foreign poliey. The grain was bought at the great emporium of
Panticapeam: Nostovtzeff infers a sort of oikos trade on the
part of the Greek lorde and tyrants of that region, in winieh
they sold both the produets of their own fendal estates end, to
an even grester extent, the grein purchmsed from the Scythian
tribes of the interior, o Herodotus tells, not withont amez-
ement, that the Scythisns grow greim "not for their own use bat
for sale.” 28/ In the middle of the fourth century, the Bos-
porsn kingéom opened another emporium, Theodosia, which due to
ite superior harbor fseilities soon supplanted Panticepeum. IE/
these emporim eonld not have in their uré&nizntiun differed
maeh from the esrly Eunropesn faetories and ports of trede as we

find them estsblished on the Fepper, Tooth, Gold and Slave

gossts of Weet Afriea. From Penticapeum, the grain crossed the
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Hleek “em and moved along the aautharﬂlannra to Byzsntiom, where
gome of it was resold to verions Greek states, The bulk wes
ahipped to the great emperium of the Ziraeus, where two thirde =
& fonrth-centory regula‘tiun; which may have exzisted even
earlier - had to he carried on to Athens, EE/ That the Greek
states of the meinland did in fect buy much of their food in the
Athenisn emporivm of Zirseus is evident from the importance gen-
erally szeeribed to fericles' decree forhidding the Megariane
from entering the /thenisn merket - the immediste cauce of the
Peluponnesisn Wer. While Thucydides demonetrates that this was
more & deliberate gfuvncation than an underlying csbee, Arist-
opnenes' picture of the starving Megarian pesssant in the
Acherniensg cannot heave been sltogether off the truth, Ariet-
ophenes, of course, gives this as the ceuse of the wer in order
to denovnce whsi he regarded ae its trivielity. The 014 Olig-
srech also expleins the eruecisl role of ‘thenian ses power in
mainteining her empire: :

+se8ince there is no state in existence which

does not depend upon importe and exports, and

these she will forfeit if she does not lend a

willing eer to those who are masters by sea. 81/

Athens' defeat by Sparte in the Peloponmesisn War tempor-

eTily destroyed her hold over the grain trsde. One of the
instruments of the Sparten strsiegy was, in fact, sn attsck on
the enemy's supply route. Lgls, bemieging ithens in 409, saw
"éreatl numbers of grein-shige ssiling in to Pirseus," snd
decided thet Atkens conld not be defeated unless her grain sapply
were eut off. He therefore =zent the son ¢of Byzantine Proxenos

et Spartse to Byzantium in an effort to win over that city as well
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BE}
as Calchedon from Athens, IThis ceonrred sfter the Spartan

capture of Decelea - half way between Qropus and Athens - had
¢losed the land ronte from Zunboea., The £psrtens also attempted
to cut off grain ehipments from Hgypt. Eventually, iAthens lost
her fleet, snd the wer, in 405,

V.

ite soon &s Athenian naval sapremsey wes recovered after
the Peloponnesian war in 394, s commercial tresty wae pigned
between rthens snd Sstyrus, the ruler of the Fosporan kingdom, &/
Bet the sdminietered trade of the forrth centory differed mach
from thet of the fifth se to the degree of ithenien control. In
the Tifth century, Athens asdminietared the trade almoat single-
hendedly, eince the Bosporsn ecities were under her rule. In the
fourth century, the Pontie trade wees sdministered s® treaty-trade
hetween p@great powers. JAthens ruled the cess only from the
Threeisn Bosporues westward, while the now powerful kingdom of the
fimmerien Bosporns meintsined dominsnee over the Blsack Sea, Eif
ihe Homporsn kings were chieftain treaders whose weslth derived
from the grain trade which they appropriated; 4thens in turn
needed the Bosporan grein. In the ssme wey, after Llexander the
Great's demth, when Egypt under Ftolemy Fhiladelphune ruled the
Aegean, we find close diplomstiec relstions bhetween the TFosporus
end Egypt. 82/

Detuils of this sdministered trade dnring the reign of the
greatesrt of the Bosporan kinge ILeucon (e, 388 to 248 B.0.) have

bean greserved in several speeches of Demosthenes., Lencon, "who
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econtrols the trede,” granted priority of lading to eny merchant
cerrying grain to Athens end exempted such merchsnts from the
customs dues of & thirtieth. = These rights treditionally
gpplied to Panticapeum, the port of trade for grain, Bat Leancon
alpe opened snother emporimm, &8 Demo sthenes himself g;lls it,
at Theodosia and applied the sane privileges there. fheo=
dosis hed in earlier times been BN importent emporium hefore
Seythian inenrsions put &n end to thise her role, Leucon's con-
quests restored Theodosia a8 an emperium. = in return, Athens
conferred citizenship on Lencon while exempting him from all

civie obligations, snd erowned him with & golden wreath at the

'Eanathannie festival. The decree giving nhim these rights mnd

nonors was set out in stone in triplicate; one copy was eet ap
in tné Pirseuns, one st Panticapeum, snd one in the temple of

seus st the entrance to the Blsck Ses. EE/ In 347, the year
following Leucon's death, nls sone spartocus 11 and Paerisades I,
who sncceeded nim, sent emipearies to ithens to sanounce thelr
father's desth snd thelr intention %o eontinue his policies;
sthens =et up & decree in their honor in the Flraseus 2 {rlmo
honoring e third brother who a4d@ not ehere in the rulej. ~Peer-
ipsies beceme tne ruler in 234/8, snd an Athenian orator credite
him with & renawsl of the privileges, EL/

While Athens was the most fayored netion under this treaty
trade, she d4id not enjoy the seme monopely that she had in the
preceding century. Thas, 8 decree in hopor of leucon passed by
iremdia in 269 B.C., sogpestis thet she, too, received some Prive
ilege. And in 350, Hytllene, O the islend of Lesbos, received

permissicon from Leveon to buy 100,000 medimns of grein at an
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export duty of only 1 1/9%; on exports shove thet smount, &
dity of 1L 2/3 was cnsrged, in itself & saving of helf the normal
export tax, =

Zing Leucon slee made giftes of grein to Athens. Demos-
thenes says that the zift in 3567 wee g0 large that the sitones
{a tamker-type official sppointed to purchese grain on govern-
mental account during emergencies) had & surplus of fifteen tal-
ente left for the treasury after disposing of the grain, =
Thie should mesn nnﬁ of two things, Either the grain wees an out=
right giit end wee éistributed on some conventional bhasis to the
eitizenry, the remsinder being seld for the benefit of the trea-
sury, or elee Leucon s0ld the grain to ithens et much less than
the normel price, the fifteen tslente being the difference
hetween the cost and the resnle price, The first slternative
seeme more likely in thie ceese, Strebo, in writing of Theodoeia'e
superiority over Penticepeum, remnrke thet Leucon once sent
2,100,000 medimne - & very large smount - to Athens from Theod-
oela,. 24/ Thie mey rvefer to the seme gift or to snother, or it
mey simply regresent the teotal of & yesr's shipmente to ithens,

The example of Mytilene shows thot the administered trade
between ithens snd the Crimes was exceptionsl., Hesebroek per-
ceived thet "mll the so=-called commercisl tresties which have
come down to ue from pre-Hellenistic times mre concerned not with
commerciel sdvsnteges, bul with the supply of grein snd other
indie peneable commoditier, ineluding meterisle for defence end
for shipbuilding.” EE/ arein supplies were nlmoet universslly

seeured through tremtiee, which were generclly concerned with the

right to buy goede in a certain port of ports and in obisining
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sdventages im tramsportation; full or partisl exemption Irom
duen; safety from seizure; and priority in leding 2 = 1afa,
the conditions of the ithens-Bosporus trade,
' Athens wes only pertislly eucceesful in her efforts to
retein control of the western half of the fontie route, In 387,
s treaty with Clazomense on the Amsis idincr coast, granted that
city permission to buy gr&%n in certain specified cities. Eif
But other former dependencies, notebly Syzentium herself, asser-
ted their indevendence from time to time by seizing grain ships,
either expropriating the grain or foreing the ahips to pay duty.
Thus, dering & Sperten wer with ithens, in 387/6, the Sperten
general, with more than ¢l ghty ships under his eunmuuaé prevented
the shipe from the Bleck “es from sailing to ithens, 'Ef Cne of
the firet steps teken by Fhilip of Moncedon, Alexander's fether,
making & bid for sn legesn empire, wee to resch out for s stran=-
glehold on Athenimn grain sapply. Aecording to lemomthenes,
Eing Pnilip

observing thet we consume more imported grain

then any other nstion,...sdvenced towerde Threce,

end the firet thing he did wae to claim the help

of the Byzantines se his allles in e wer ageinst

you. 99/ .
sthene had ineremeing 8iffienlty in keeplng Byzentium within her
sphere of iniluancé. About 360, she found herself compelled to
convoy her grain ships becsuse the Byzantines were "agein" fore=-
ing them to put inte Byzentium end wnload their eargo there. 10
Instences of seiznres of grain shipes by Byzentium, Cslchedon,
tyziens, Chios, Coe, Rhodes, and Hacedonlis sre recorded hetween

101/
62 sna 338, Pwo years later Alexander succeeded his futher
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on the throne; ae eocon as his grest csmpaigns in the east were
launched, the grein sapply of the Black Tea was diverted for
the use of hie armies, and Athenisn trade was pgractically st an
and, 1% ean herdly be mere chance that over the next years
Atties saw her worxst femine since Solonie times.

jore than snything else the political geniuns of Fericles
had been responeible for the orgemization of .thenian grain
trede with the Blsek Ses. He was o mseter of Healpolitik: he
wes governed by the principle of limitiag Athenian poliey to the
attainehble, Control of the route to the Blaek Sea and of the
aurrounding countries was within the scope of Athenian power,
hence he songat to channel sthenisn efforts in this direction
gnd to reetriet them in others. Flutarch, following upon his
deseription of ZPericles' expedition to tne Black Tea, offers

thie snelyeis of rare ineight:

But in other metters ne did not accede to the vain
impulses of the ecitizens, nor wse he swept slong
with the tiée when they were esger, from a sense

of their great power and good fortune, to lay hands
agaip upon Fgypt end molest the reslms of the King
(i.e., of Persia) whieh lay slong the sea. Iany
aleo were possessed slready with that inordinate
and inapspicions passion for Sieily whieh wes after-
wards kindled into flame by esuech orstore as Alei-
bindes. And some there were who actually Areamed
of Tuscany snd Carthog®ec..

But Pericles was ever trying to restrain this ex-
travegancd of theirs, to lop off thelr expansive
meddlesomeness and to divert the greasiest pert of
their forces to the gmerding and securing of what
they slresdy had wona...That he was right in segk-
ing to confine the power of the Athenisns within
lesger Greece, was amply proved by what came 10
pass. LU%/

Periclee, in short, developed the Slack Ses grain supply ae an
slternctive to the Egyptian and the Sicilian, wnleh were blogked
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by the powers of fersis and {yracuse, respectively. Athens had
mede & tremendone effort to wreet power over Egypt from Fereis

s few years eerlier. The attempt proved abortive end very neerly
enfed in totsl dissster. Pericles eventuslly resisted =11 fur-

ther attempte to renew the attuck on Egyot.

Vie

Athens' interest in Egypt wae prompted st leamt in part
by a derire to tap Egypt's vest grein prodeetion. Thas, a Iibyan
pretender to the throne of Egyst sent a gift of forty thoussnd
medimne of wheet to Athens in 445 B.C. in the hope of winning
her support, 08/ Some twenty yesre leter, the Egyptisn king
smasis sent Athene a large gunantity of herley during s famine,
in exchange for &n slliance againet Pereia; 208 it is this
gift that iristophenes ridicnled hecanse bharley only wes sent,
instesd of wheet., Grain clesrly wes the meamne of persuading
ithens to take = hand in Egyptian-fersien reletions.

It is diffiecult to sesess the extent to which Athens re-
ceived grein from Egypt during this period; the evidence is
ineoneclugive, There may have heen s trickle of trade between
Greece nnd Egypt from the third millennium until about the tenth
eentury, when the convtlsions pttendant upon the breskdown of
the lMycensesn eivilizetion stopped it anltogether. Trade moved
from Egypt along the Syrien snd Palestinian cosst, elther by
lenéd or sea, then to Cyprus, end thence to Greece. LEE! Lfter
8 three-hundred-year lepse trade wos restmed in the seventh cen-

tury, meybe becanse of incressed mastery of the ses, since 1t
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wee now possible to sall by ses from Egypt direetly to Rhodes

and crete, and thence to the Greek gettlements in Asis iWinorx,. L2
Miletus took the lesd in this phase of the trade, which was
carried on exclusively thraugh the port of trade of Neneratis,
founded, it npgeers, at the end of the reventh century by the
Egyotiesn king lmeeis, LEI/ There ie no mention of Athens in
connection with Neuerstis in thie early period.

Although most writers 108/ sgeume thet grein was one of
thes prineipel exports from Rauersile, & 1ist of Egyptian exports
to Greese through thst port of trade during the seventh and
sixth centuries does not mention grein, 2 On the other hand,
vgyptien myths recorded by Dicdorus {(sn unrelisble source) say
that nome of the sncient kings of Athene vere Hgy ptien. One in
partieular, Erechtheus, "thromgh his rocial connection with
Zgypt, bronght from there to Athens 2 great supply of grain®
during a femine snd thereby became Kinge 10

while zift tresde of an occasional character is on record
in the fifth ecentnry, it is hard to determine now muech trade of
a more regular sort did oceur. Certainly the Sfersian congrest
of Egypt must have nad some disturbing effeet. However much
wheat Athens &id or d4id mot obtein from Egypt, she certainly &id
not control the trade. Sparte apparently drew some grain from
Egypt, too, since dnrins the Pelponnesisn War Athens attucked
the Spartan islsnd of Cythera, off the sounthern Tip of Laconla,
where

the merchant vessels coming from Egypt and
Lybia commonly gut im. 113/

it the same time, isthenisn importe from Lgypt are mentioned about
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408 B.0. indocider persunded Cyprns to 1ift the emhargo on
grain exports to Athens. Fourteen ships ware shout to enter the
Piraens, with more on their way. Ly Since the coasting ronte
from Egypt to Guprus wae still popmler, perhaps more popular
than the direct sems route, Lééf we mey reasonably assume that
this shipment originated in Egypt. ALthenian grain imports from
fgypt meem to have inecressed in.the lante fiftn century, as
indocides' epeech shows, Thus hostovtzeff points to "the pre=-
valence of ithenian influences in Henerstis in the lete fifth
and fourth centuries,” shown by the pottery and coinage
finde, L2 In the middie of the fourth century, the ithenisans
passed & deeree in honor of e Naucratis eitizen, Theogenes, a
man

kindly disposed towerd the Athenisn people, who

does whatever good he can to those who come to

him on both public dusiness and privately. 117/
e mey eesume thet the "publie business™ ineluded the purchase

of gr=in,

Vil

The third great source of grain = the islend of Sicily -
lay Jjust outeide the orbit of ithenian power. The position of
ithens wes tsntelizing., The msize of thne Siecilish grain crop can
be gsuge@ by the offer mede by Gele, tyrant of Syrecuse, to
eupply grein "for the whole Grecisn army" for the duration of
the Persisn War, on condition that he be made commander-in-
ehief either of the Greek army or of the Greek fleet, ilﬁf

While there ie no positive evidence of Sieilisn whest exports to
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Greece hefore the fifth century, we cennot doubt that there was,
in fset, pignificent trade; the western colonies could heve
peid for their importe from comtinentel Greece in no ciher way. L
While the volume of the trade during the fifth century cannot
be szccurately Jjudged, it was of & reguinr charecter. l&ﬂf The
Peloponnesne wes the main cunstomer,
sthens wae barred from this source by Cerinth whieh sat

getride the trade route, Her stretegic site, together with her
eolonies in the Adristic, gave her dominsnce over trade with
the weet, -2 The Lthenisn bresk with Corinth abomt 460, at
the time of the expedition to Egypt, can have been mesnt only
ag sn attempt to press for the mestery of =ll uvéruaaﬂ BourCces
of grain, 1y Athens first sttacked Corinth indirectly by
selzing segina, destroying the commerce of Meparsa, snd hringing
RPoeotlie to heel, 0 as to gein & footing in the Corinthian Gulf.,
fnt nltimetely, securing of imports from the west depended npon
at lesst pertial control of the Sicilien and soothern Italian
ports of trade themselves, "NSothing less than the success of
the Syrecusen expedition could have achieved it." LEE/ Thuse the
ithenisns intervened on hehalf of the Leontines in their loecal
war with Syracusey

professedly on the ground of reletionship, bat

in reslity becesuse they did not wish the felop=-

onnesisns to obtein corn from Siclly. MHoreover

they wsnted to try what prospect they had of
getting the affuirs of Sicily into their hands. 124/

b
1t wes thi® threst to the food eupplies of the Pfeloponnesus that
brought ithens into confiiet with Sperta. The ithenian press=
ure towsrde the Corinthian isthmus wes clesrly recogniszed as a

geril to Spgarts snd her sllies; Sparta and corinth were thus
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dreswn together by the common denger. The Peloponnesian dar wes
the outcome of the Athenisn sim of controlling the weatern
grain sapply.

we have concentrated on the groin trsde both on sccount
of its crucisl importance to Attice and becsume the bulk of the
evidence on Greek trade naturally refers to it, Historiaens
recognize today that grsin imports ruled ithenian foreign pol-
igy end lergely determined the course of its history. GWhile
thie has been recogniszed as & fmct, economiec historians failed
to give full weight to it as the forece shsping the orgsnizgtion
of thet tresde, It wee sdministered trade carried om through
ports of trade snéd treaties, closely sdjusted to nevel poliey.
Ho other mesns would have met the circumestsnces, It is the
only form of trsde that cen he fitted in with s unee of meritime
power strietly spplieéd to the ensursnce of definite routes and

certein snpplies of wital import,
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Chepter | ) Seguring eorm lmports

Why 414 Athens, the site of the firest importsnt werket
ploce in history, the femed ugaru.fhnranli nsrﬁr-baaume 8 ploneer
of merket Trede? wWhy did her extreme dependence om lmported grain,
gombined with her experience in morket methode not meke her take
the leed in the estsbliskment of en intermationel corn merket which,
on the fece of 1%, should heve solved her problem? Indesd, why
did she strike out rether in the oppesite direetion, cbstrueting
the Egyptien initimtive in setting up such & market? One need notd
shere bn gnhistoriosl prejudice in favour of merket methods %o See
the problem of Athenisn corn trsde in these coumon sense terms.

Logordingly, our points of engulry should be: To whet
extent d1ld the conditions of the gorn trade permit the development
of merket tredet Ux, conversely, how fer did those elroumstences
disoournge such & development 8nd require the use of séminlatrae-
tive methods of treding in order to ensure the supply of corn?

The answer, we submit, lay in the geogrephiosl anﬁ politienl

TLewipl Py, .'rr ¥
structure of the reglons in which sapplies and, aunmuniuutiun*-uru
'l.- ,.;,1_

situnted. These condlitlons, under which military end .
~“"f?!hfiﬁt$_”' employed %o ensure the fortheoming of the supplies,
end-indend the ssfety of tﬁg trode routes themselves, determine 7 L
the methods end orgenisetion azF?ruu..

¥ine tenths of the matter is comprised in the geocgraphigal
eircunstsnces which kept Atties at all times keenly enxious ebout
the grovensnee of her {dally breed from oversees, end mede her
eventually seek out the Bleck Ses, Egypt and 3leily, in successlon.

The rest may be sumoed up in the recognition thet while /Athenlan

e




rage 2e
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foreign poliey wes corn polley, 11 was I‘ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬁffiﬂﬁiﬂ by commerciel
MMJ‘:

considerations or inspived hy so-célled trede Interests. The

resscn for this spperent persdox will be menifest from & bere out=

iine of the history of the corn trade.

1.

Greece &s & whole lecks pesture land end Attiea's soil is
best sulted for the growing of oil end vine. At no time efter the
Solonie crisis did Athens reise more then & frection of her grain.
Yet grain, supplemented by freeh and dried fish, constituted the
steple of her dliet, Iﬁgiﬂafjr“ tﬂglnok for any one determining
foetor in the acnnnniu'dllniﬁgainéJﬁkjéd%tinantul reece, 1t wourld
unquesilonably be that arer's preponderent dependence on 1upnrts
for ilrl-l{ food supply.

Sreek socolel and pollitical thought mey well have reflecgtad
thils unslterable circumstence. The Grinksnni is tumptaé to pomolude,
never developed a disgipline of economies hﬂ&lﬂ:nﬁﬂﬁfnﬁﬁl:nﬂfﬁ;eﬁuﬁﬂ
kewed voly for its food supply on the meyket. Instesd /At turned
to politicel theory which ealmost toc this day hes retained the cast
of the mould of the Athenien polis. Her ever unessuaged need for
an nQiquata feood supply mede the principle of self-sufficlency the
h;;i;uga;;;ittt of hnr existenoce anﬁ thus of her theory of the

AR

1deal stete. JAutarky weseso the (reck mind the rstionale of the
poliss ©On thie point Aristotle sgreed with Plato - they both

thought thet the eitizem populstion of the polis should gonsist
of farmere. Indeed, from the history of Athens no other lesaon

gould be drewn.




3.

There is egreement smong echolers of entiqulity over this
extreme dependence on imports. Rostovizefd ha?*pﬁfwn that es
lete &8 the third century, this 1nﬁﬁnqunur;wui:§L pronounced
thet not & trece of comnmerciszl ritalry:gii;h- found between the
two gresteat grein producers, Egypt &nﬂ un§$§§?§?$ﬁ§. Grundy
insists that every Oreek state, with the pessible exception of
Thessaly end Yuboes, wes to ® grester or lesser extent dependent
on imports. Jarﬁn,af the authority on the subjeet, suggests that
Athen's dependence wns so grest thet she could slwsya ebsorb sny
amount of imports without thelr osusing a feilure of domestlo
prices.

It ie possible to neke & crude estimete of the Athenlan
deficit in grein stuffs. GOince stetisticel scourrey chnnoet be
attained for sntiquity, the figures csn do no more then indleste
orders of megnitude.

on the populetion of Attice the seloulmtions of A.W. Gopme
remein suthoritetive. He estimates the ftotal populstion 431 E.C.
gs 315,000; of this totel, 172,000 were citimens, 28,8500 metiocs,
rnd 11E,000 slaves. Six yeers later, after the plague, the totel
pepuleticn wes 216,000, with 116,000 oltizens. In 333, Gomme
estimates the populstion ms 286,000: 113,000 citizens, 42,000
metice, &nd 104,000 niavna.4 The populetion of Atties, therefore,
mey heve remged between 200,000 snd 300,000, the latter figure
veing epproached before the raveges of the plsgue in the beginning
of the reloponnesien War.

our only informetion on Athenien domestle producticn end
imports Ls for the late fourth century. JAn Fleuslsn insoription
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of $29 B.C. records Attlo production at 36€,850 medimms. DBut of
this totel, only £8,500 medimns were wheet, the rest berley, &
retio of less then one %o ttn?g; While this probebly wes a
femine year, Sowme estimates the maxlmum posslble production at
410,000 maﬂlmus.éf Tod et 4aa,nao.zf Agoepting Beloch's
gstimate of en esversge per oaplte consumption of six medimns, &
meximams of 76,000 people could be supported from the domestio
production. Wwith a populetion range of two o three hundred
thousend, minizum imports of one to one end & half million medimns
would be reguired, or two to three times the domestio produetion.
Dopestie production must have been insuffigcient even to feed the
sgrerian populstion; In 170 B.C., when the populstion of Attlies
wes probably much smeller then in the olessigsl era, Athenien
embsssadors &t Rome olsim that Athens "feeds even the husbsndmen
with imported corm.” .

The dependence on imports waés even grester then this
atetistical guees would indicate. While the population s8s a whole

depended on imports for & lerge proportion of 1ts food, the
gitisenry depended on imports elmeat sntirely. Our figures re-
ferred to the totel of wheat and barley. But barley wses oconsldered
fit only for slevea end meties; & citizen would esat barley only

if he weras very poor or if femine conditioms preveiled. ‘ristophanes,
sneers £t the demooratieo grein distributions, reminding his sudience
thet the gift of five medimms in 424 B.C. was mere barley. 9/ &
gpeaker in the Delnosophists says:

Wwe heve no interest In berley since the town is
full of wheat bread. 10/

While whent wes considered the citisens' staple, 1t constituted
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no more than one-tenth of the domestie Athenisn erop - enough to
feed perhaps eight or nine thousend citimems. Imports thee gqulte -~
genersally mesnt wheat imports. A lerge proporticn of the sleves
eould probadbly bve tag vy domestie berley; the eiti:ﬁnﬁfgﬁgindaﬁ
entirely on imports. Buch wes mostly the oese; nesording %o
Heum Jesny's research on eneient rgriculture, wheet "domineted
the internationsl grain trade of the clamsicsl era slmost to the i
ezclusion of the athaﬂﬂfflg ;; Fraa g
[ -
(ur estimeste of the extent of Athens' dependence on imporis
is confirmed by & speech of Demosthenes, in which he ohserves that
400,000 medlmni of wheat had been imported from the Fontus in 328,
end that the imports from "there"™ genarslly equal Athens' total
imports from all other a¢urnes;$§f The figure, he seid, could be
verified by checking the books of the inspectors &t the emporium.
This would emount to totel whest lmports of unly_ﬁﬂﬂ,ﬂﬂn med imnes
for thet year. But Eoceevalov, & Russien philelogist, insists that
& study of the syntax of Eamé%%hnnus' phrese shows concolusively
thet 600,000 medimmi were meent &s coming from the Bosporus, not
¢nﬂ.uue-1* He srgues that this latter figure rxeferred only %o
panticepeum, "the home port", not else to Theodosle from whioh
on¢e Bgrin thet smount wes shipped. Accepting these figures, we
get total imports of 1,600,000 medimns. Including the home erop
this would smount to sbout £,000,000 medimms - the probable yearly
requirenent.
There Ls no need to stress the point further. There 1s
Ridsesppead sgreement to-dsy that corm supply domineted Aithenlsn
foreign policy. Orandy bluntly esserts thet forelign poliey was
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18/ 18/

food polligy. S¢ does Glotz. Frencotte observes that

"le ;rﬂﬁl?{;aﬂtn guestions esnnnmiques pour les Grecs etalt celle

du pain.”

Only three instences come to mind of great powers which
lergely imported their food supply: the clty states of Athens end
home in sntiquity, smd Britain, agpproximetely since 1770.

Free trade England represents the clesslc i:m%ﬁiiflo:
reliange for food on & world merket. She virtumrlly destroyed her
domestic sgriculture after 1846 in the neme of the doetrine of
comperetive costs. For half & century her wealth and power epparently
Justified hex sbnegetion of self-sufficiency. But since World War
I 4% has become incressingly evident that the snocessful functioning
of the world msarket iteelf depended on Britein's finanelsl,
military or pelitieel control of the organizetion of world trade.
Heving lost that gontrol, Britain finds herself dependent on the
trescherous mechenism of en unregulated world nnrkst: in inoresnse
in raw nmeterizl prices dus to srmements and atankpillgghéhrnaten*
the stebility of her whole economy. ©GThe is &t present t;ying to
free herself from such & dependence through long-term barter
sgreements, currency eontrol, licensing errangements &nd other
instruments of sdministered trade.

the Romen Empire &dopted the other alternstive. RHRether
thén rely on the "world corn market" which had been esteblished in
the lete fourth century in the esstern Mediterranean, Rome smeshed

this merket ond brought the chief grein producers under her dirvect
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gontrol. Siolly was eonguered Ilrntjin the third century, end

throughout Roman history remsined bher "storehouse.” In the yeer

6 A.Ds, the emperor sssumed the responsibility for feeding the
eity of Rome; he filled this obligation sbly, through the tributes
levied in kind om the provinces. Besides Sielly, Josephus tells
ns thet Igypt sent enough corm %o feed Rome for four months &nd
Africa enough for elght months; this prnbniéy amounted %o
2,900,000 end 5,800,000 medluni respectively. Since the
enmperor's responsibllities extended far beyond the feeding ¢f the
elty of Rome, - the srmy snd the ilmperial household #2180 had to

# o
be fai,fﬁathn&n of adminlstered trade were employed. Rostovtseff /=

F

when 1isting whaet he deems to be proof of extenslve eapltelistie
sotivity in the Romen Fmpire, is forced to sdmlt the primaoy of
pdministered trade:

It must pe sdmitted. . . that the largest consumer
weeg the luperisl enncna &nd thet most of the
merchants, who frequenfly were 2t the same time
shipowners and owners of storehouses, worked on
behalf of the emperor, thsat is to sey, on behelf

of the population of the clty of Rome Bnd the Brmy...
The imperizl snaona was the chlef moving forece in
the interprovineclael trade, buying snd trensporting
large nasses of cornm, oil, wine, meat, fish, lumber,
hides, metsls, end clothes for the needs of the
srmies on the Rhine, Denube, snd Iuphrates, and

some of these srticles for the needs of the ospltal. 20/

Athens never achieved the imperiel splendor of Rome. During
& memoreble half century she ruled directly the trade routes end
controlled by militaxy means the sources of supply in the Fratern
gees. When her streteglc hold was lost, she turned to & complex
of administretive methods to secure her food supply.

But let us beginm at the beginning.

The Solonle embargoe on the export of corynm is the first
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instesnee of corm supply being brought within the realm of publle
poliey; it sever leit thet plece.

One meeting of the Athenien Assembly in esch pryteny - &
tenth part of the yetr - wes called the "sovereign” Assembly; in
this meeting, eseocording to Aristotle,

the people have te ratlfy the contiannance of the
megiatrates in offlce, if they are performing their

duties properly, and fo_consider the supply of gornm
end the defence of the sountry. 2L/ :

Corn supply, netionel defence, snd the continuing supervision of
the megistrates, in other words, sre the three subjeots which muat
be gonsidersd at least once during each session of the Assembly.
Corn supply 1s prominent on & 1list of subjects eny prospective
stetesmen must mester, eecording to Xenophon; the others ere state
revenues snd sxpendltures, war, home defence, 2nd the silver mines. !Ef

The Solonio emberge wes never repesled. Rather 1t wes re-
inforead. Isgisievion wes desigmed, in & generel wiy, to drew the
gregtest possible smount of grein to Athens and to prevent the
movement of grein away from Athens. No Athenlen resident was
permitted to transpoert grain anywhers axu;gt to Athens; the "soverest
pentlties” were presoribed for vielstion. Ho sem-loan oould be
mede on &ny ship or cergo unless it were speclfied thet & return
etrge of corn or certein other legelly specified commodlties were
brought to Athens. We pmey essume that timber &nd other suppllies
for shipbullding flgured prominently on the llst, although only
eorn is mentioned in the sources. Since, ns we heve ssld sbove, the
petty emporgs could hardly put to see without the see-losn, this
regulstion must heve been of grest importence.

As mey perhsps be inferred from theae pmasages, the
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crgenizetion of eorn supply wes an instence of zdminiatered trade.
The esotual treding wes done by the charmcteristio metig trader, at
lenst Bt the Greek end. Greece knew no tsukex type of trade except
in time of emergency. Yet the trede routes, the terms of trade -
ineluding price, to & considersble extent - the sources of goods -
most of this wes fixed by tremtiss or other diplometio srrangements,
end the metusl trsding took plsce #s & rule in a port of trade.
The extent to which this trade wes sdministered 18 suggested by @
pessage in Aristotle's Rhetorie. In specifying the metters =
statesmsn must be gonversant with in order to administer state
affsirs, he says that

in vegerd to food (he) must know what emount of

expendliture is sufiiclent te support the Stete;

what kind of food 1s produced 2t home or cen be

lmported; &and whet exports smnd imports &re necessary,

in order that ocontracts snd egreements mey be meade

with those who osn furnish them. (I, 4, 11)

The great gorn prodacers lisied by Thecphrastus were /Aesyris,

Faypt, Whbia, rPontus, Thrage, end Sielly. But that wes by the end
¢f the fourth cemtury. In earlier times the power of Ferals blocked
fthenien mecess to the Fest, as well 88 to Fgypt end ILybie, in the
south, slthough Athens sppears to have drewn some corn irom the
latter; the rise of Syreouse, in the west, slong with the rivelry
of the Feloponnesus, chegked for & long tiwe Athemlan influence in
Sicllys Threce end the Bleok 3ea region - particulerly the Crimean
hinterlsnd - thus served ¢s the chief gremnery of Athens in the

clasaioel gerlod.

II.

Felaistratus wes the firat to meke 82 susteined e¢ffort to
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extend Athenian power towsrds the north esst, Threce and the Blsck
Ses reglion. He reoonquered Sigeum on the scuthera shore of the
entrance to the Hellespont, snd supported Miltlsdes in oecupying
the northern shore, the Thrsolen Chersonese. The corn of this
region mey have been paid for by the black-figured Attle vases and
archele Athenisn gold esnd bronse-work dsting from this period,
which heve been found there in large numbers. The frsde wes made
possible by the estahlishment of & "atable equilibriun” ameng the
Seythisn tribes et sboat this ttua-a Persisn expension into
Turope during the lest two decedes of the sixth century however,
must bheve eut off this trade, which wes resumed on e grénd scale
immedlately after the Persien defert at Selamis.

It seems doubtful whether, before the seventh century,
Greek trede with the Blsaok Ses reglon wes of sny aceount. At thet
time & nunber of Greek colonies, lergely under Mllealsn ecusplces,
were esteblished - first on the south shore of the Blrck Sea, then
on its north shore. Wot until the fifth century were these brought
ander Athenlsn influence or aontrol.

Up to the mlddle of the fifth century the products of the
Elesk Ses were not cerried all the wey by ship to Greece. Through-
out antigulty the powerful &nd treechercus currents of the
Bosporus were greatly fesred, #8 indecd, they Are even today.
Polybins’ deseription of them hes hecome famous (IV, 43). This
wes particulerly true before the remerkeble progress in navigetion
end shipbullding whioch resulted from the Peraien wars. B8/ The
early sesfarers pever braved the open ses, 1f 1% wes possible to

somst slong the shore; but they were im mortal fear of turning &




enpe, preferring to portege thelr tiny bosts. S0 the early
treders avolded turning the cepe guerding the Bosporus. Insteed

of seiling with thelr goods scross the See of Mermore, the
fropontls of the snolents, and the Deydenelles, they lsnded them
on the west comst of the ¥lack See &t Ddessos, Mesembria, or fpollonia.
From here, they hed them carried cfsrinnilta the Hebrus Valley,
thence down the Hebrus Hiver to ﬁhg? et t smporium of Alnos (lenns)
on the Aegesn cutlet of the river. This olty, =lthough sltusted
ir the most berren pert of Thrace, wes one of the wealthiest in
that ragion.ggf cecupying in regard to the Hlack See trade 8
position &s streteglo ss was thet of Byssntium. £ The rivelry
of 2inos, the port of trade of the land route, and of Bysentlium,
the port of trede of the sea route will diselose In concrete terms

the militery ond politiesl conditions of the corm trade.

Byzentium, the Constentinople of our days, ran neck to neck
with Adnos in the f£1fth century B.G. In fhelr rsce for pricacy.
Settled in the middle of the seventh century, seventeen yetcrs after
the oity cf gealehedon on the opposite side of tha straits,
Byzentinm remeined, like Oslchedon, én unimportent sgricultural
settlemant for the next two centuries. &She wes better off than
telchedon only beosuse of her superior fisherles. ng Celehedon,
£s noted, wes settled somewhert errlier them Byszsntium, becfuse
of the grester fertility of her soll; Byzentium's fisherles were
apperently net utilised until somewhet later. Herodotus, writing

in the middle of the fifth century, when Byzentium's treding
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adventaze wea elready evident, ridiculed the Chaloedonisns for
thelr blindness in settling on the wrong silde of the atraits.
(IV, 144). But this only proves how unimportant the route from
the rontus hed been befure. For the perfeet logation of
Bysentium could not heve been overlooked, if trade had moved
through the straite; since the currents force evexy ship thet comes
from the Blsck Sea to stop there. Certsinly some of the corn trade
did pess through the Hellespont; thus Hercdotus desoribes ZXerxes
wetohing corn ships pe#ssing through the Hellespont on thelr way
tc Legins snd the &nlnpnnnsaa,a end veports thet when Mlletus
exiled its tyrent, Histleeus, he s2lled to Bysantlum withﬁglght
trivemes &nd seised every ship coming from the Bleek Sea. 1%
mey ve, however, that Herodotus is gullty cof en enschronlsm in this
regaré, these events cocurred almost seventy-five years before he
wrote, #nd in the meentime Bysantium's greniness mey have become
sc famed thet he oould not conceive of 2n elternetive route. In
any event, no mentlon is made of fthens recelving Crimesn corn &%
that time.

Byzentium fell before the Persisn advence into Furope in

512 B.O., snd the population fled to the Bleak Sea port of

33
Mesembrie; the eity wes burned 2y and ;:- not resettled until
its recepiure from the rersisns in 479. puring this reletively

long period rersian influence end control extended through ell of
Threce; Alnos and the other Oreek cities of the Chersonese began

issuing ¢oins on the Jersisn stenderd. 3B/ Oreece must heve been
now cut off from her Bleck Ses corn supply. :

479 B.0., the yesr of the FPersien retreet Irom Furope,
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merks the height of Almos' glory e#nd wealth, which cen be traced
through her coins end through the pthenien tribute llsts. In

460 she begen to strike colns on & light Attic standard; her tetre-
drachms, for besuty end workmenship are not surpessed by those of
eny other Gresx altxaa‘ she wes sssessed sn annuel tribute of
twelve tslents from 4564 to 450 B.C. &8 8 member of the Confederagy
of Delos.

But Ailnos' weslth snd greetness were short-lived; by the
third gqusrter of the fifth eentury, she had been reduced to poverty
and relative cbseurity. Her tribute nssessment was reduced %o ten
telents between 446 &nd 440 B.C. In the next two years 1t dropped
to only four telents; Alnos peld no tribute whatscever from 437

37
orwerd .~

In 450 she issued & gold eolin besring & figure of Hermes
on & throne - & type issued only three times during the olty's history,
ench 8 time of serious coriais. Agcording %0 A.B. West, the coln
"was sn emphetle wey of calling upen thelr patron god to bring eaid
to his impoverished proteges.” = Fror thls time on, the ¢lty wes
in & reduced nnnﬁltlﬂn.aa

Hysentium's rise wes & mata*vrla es wae the fsll of finos.
In 458, the first yesr she sppesrs on the tribute lists, she peld
nothing. Five yeera leter, she wes ossessed four talents 3000
drechmee, which wes incressed to fifteen telents in 443, eighteen
talents in 456, snd twenty-one telents 4380 drachmee in 426. =

The simulteneous decline of Ainos snd rise ¢f Byssntium
were rooted in & single event: the substlitution of the new sea
route for the traditionsl land route. The impelling fsetor wes
the erestion of & netive Threeisn empire which wiped out the cver-

land route, although the improvement in navigetion and shipbullding




14.

mast have contributed to the process. But the militery event was
dominsnt. Between the yeers 480 snd 460 B.C., Teres, the chief of
the Odrysiens, & Threcisn trive, crefted sn empire extending !rnfslj
ibdere in the fegeen to the mouth of the Danube on the Blagk Ses,
and inoluding #s its subjects the Thracien tribes, the formideble
acﬁuu‘a and "the other hordes” sround the Danube bordering on
mﬂhu.& Under his successors, Sitelkes and Seuthes, the empire
wes consolidsted snd mede into B great and wealthy power. In 489,
two years efter Teres' death, the Athenians sought en sllisnce with
3itelkes, and Thueydides observed that his kingdom

was thus & very powerful kingdom; in revenue Emd general

prosperity surpessing &ll in Furope between the Ionian

gulf snd the Fuxine, &nd in numbers end militery resources

goming deeidedly next to the Sgythiane, with whom indeed no

turcpesn country o6n bedy QOmPABXiSON... 44/

The rise of thls enpire left the 2ll-sea route &s the only
slternetive &nd consequently impoverished flnos. "The esteblishment
of the (Qdryaisn kingdom sthwert the trede routes thet provided the
wealth of Ainos would bring ebout its virtusl -xtinatinn.“igglunorﬂ-
ing to Gmsaon's atudy on the history and archaeclogy of this region.
Since the ralds of the sav Geteg cut off the trede of Apollonis
a8 lete as Strebe's timn,4 we mby assume the seme interferences
&t that earlier date. The archeeologist &nd the numismetlat sgree
thet the growth of the (drysien empire made en end to overland
trads. 50 elose wes this negntive correlation that at the end of
the century, eround 412 B.0. Alnos enjoyed s temporary resurgence
of wealth "such #s she had not known for thirty years" 47/ - as the
result of & struggle for supremsey among Odrysien pringes. After
Seuthes' 1 desth, & lpesl prince who hed ruled the ferritory from

the Hebrus River t¢ the See of Yermera wes exiled, and this ferritery
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beceme sevored from the Odrysian empire. This turn of events onee
wore opened up for Alnos the lend route to the Black Ses end she
enjoyed & thirty-year prosperity which wes brought :: en end when
the empire wes once &gain consolidated under Cotys. Corres-
pondingly we find Bysantium's tribute reduced in 414 to fifteen
telents from its high of almost twenty-two talents in 435.

The saus events which had destroyed 2inos' trade route slso
cut off Bysentium from the hinterland. Other Thracian tribes, most
notably the iatee, begen & series of raids which continued for &
several centurles. These relds made settled sgrloulture imposslble;
the eity thus wes forced literelly to the water'as edge snd by
necessity had to meke her living from the sea. SByszentlum d1d not
mise her opportunity: slmost overnight, she wes deliberately con-
verted into an emporium. Not the gradusl growih of eeconomie forces
but & politieel estaclysm led to the estsbllishment of this frading
plece, £ mutilsated desoription of this trensformstion hés been
preserved for us in the pseudo-iristotelisn Oeconomier II (1346 b,

15-28) whieh will be diseussed below when we eonsider the problem
of the port of trade.

Bysention was recsptured from the Fersisns by the Hellenle
fleet under the commend of the Sperten, reusanias, in 479, end the
clity was resettled. B0/ But the yesrs loter, whem Dsusenles showed
iersien sympethies, he wes expelled from the entire ares by am
ithenisn fleet under the commsnd of Clmem. 51/ reusanlas' deelings
with the Fersisn emperor were imperilling the Black See corn supply.

The next twenty yeers saw the establishment of the Confederecy

of Delos end ite conversion into em Athenlan empire. Xy 454, when
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the treesary of the Leegue wes moved from Delos to /Athens, the
lesgue ineluded perhaps 260 eities, grouped in five divisions: the
Threcisn, Hellespontine, Ionlemn, Cerlen, end the insuler. The
Thracien district renged from Hethone in the west to Aincs; the
Hellespontine Included the Chersonese end the Greek olties om the
shores of the Fropontis and the Bleek Eaa.'g Daring this period
Ithens unsuccessfully attempted to geln gontrel of Threce in the
north and Egypt in the south. BShe captored Tlon, a8t the mouth of
the Strymon River, in 476, but 2n attempt &t colonisation wes
thwarted by the Threcisa tribes. She 2lso tried without success to
seize the elty of Doriseus, on the northerm side of the mouth of
the Hebrus River (opposli%e ’inos whioh is on the sonth side).
fthens 414 secure the sees arcund Thraee: in 474, for exemple, she
geptured the islend of Seyros, on the route to weaterm Thraee, end
Thesos with ite pold mines, off the Thragien cosat was & member of
the Leegue. The Igyptien expedition, intended to outflenk Persis,
ended In disester in 466.

The power of Zersim thus blocked Athenien smbitions in the
south, while the growth of the Cdrysian empire prevented Athenisn
expansion to the north into Threece. JAccordingly, the middle of
the century sew &n lmportent shift in Athenian foreigh polley.
rerioles mede Athenlen endesvours to veer from the north, south,
end wast 53/ of the Mediterranesn end to¢ concentrate in the dlreotion
0f the Blsck Ses which was now lmperilled.

The immediste denger wes %o the trade-route itself. The
Odrysien empire wes moving towarda the Propontls: control of
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Byssntium end Sestos would have meant control of the trade golng
through both ends of the Sea. Officials had been sent to Bysentlium,
emong other gities, in 465 to collect the tribute #md to "represent
Athens® interests, = snd speciel offieisls, oalled "waerders ogﬁth-
Hellespent”, were staticned £t Sestos to control pessing ships.
Byszentium zoverns thndggft from the Bosporus, while Sestos, the "cornme
chest of the Plrseus, guerds the exit from the Hellespont. In
447, therefore, Ferlcles personelly led em expedition to the Thragisn
Chersonese; he esteblished & gleruchy (military colony) with &
thousand men, 6nd ballt @ wall seross the Isthmua between the /fegesn
snd the Fropontis, which protected the isthmus againat Threelsa in-
uur-tann-ng 0f e8ll his expeditions, writes Fluterch, thls one

was held in most loving remembrince, sinee Lt proved the
stlvation of the Hellenes who dwelt thers.

rericles was determined to proteet the trade route from CGreek
as well &#s berbarian enemies. PFrom the Hellespont oorn wes not
esrried directly to the Fireseus, since that would entelled turning
the sinister cape of Sunium et the southerm #ip of Attiea. (This
wis at & time when fericles wes "admired and celebrated even smongst
foreigners" for heving oirocumnevigzeted the Palapunnuul.}ﬁgJr Inatesd,
the goods of the Helleapont were lended et Histisea, on the northern
tip of Fuboes. From there they were cerried to the Fuboean Ses and
shipped to Oropus, on the northern sheore of /‘ttles, thence over-
lend to Athens vie Decelss. 80/ The Zuboean revolt in 447/6 thus
erented & denger te the Athenlen sapply route fully as great s the
Cdrysisn expension. Ferleles promptly attzcked the islend with
fifty ships and five thousend hoplites and brought it %o heel.
The islend was trested midly, wlith but one exception. The oltizems

of Histises were removed @8 & body &nd Atheniens were settled in




thelr pleuce, becsuse they had dered interfere with Athenisn shipping.

As Flutsreh puts it, Fericles treated

them, end them only, thus inexorsbly, beceuse they had
taken sm ‘ttig ship osptive opd slain its orew. 61/

Pericles' wisdom in recognising this threet and dealing with it waa
borne out by Athenisn experience in the Peloponnesian Wer. When
the Spartsans ceptured Peceles in 41gi grein had to be carried by
sed past Sumium, "8t grest cost.”

In 447, & gleruchy with two thoussnd wen wes established also
on the isle of lemnos, and fifteen yesrs later one of & thousand
men on Imbros: - the ilslend eommending the epprosch to the Hellespont
from the jegeen. Eetween 438 and 436 Pericles brought tz; Greek
gitlen of the Bleek Ses region under the sway of Athens. In 437-36,
Perioles led & "lexge snd splendlidly equipped ermemeni®™ into the
Blsek 3es, where

he effected what the Greek cities desired, ond deslt with
them huménely, while %¢ the nelghhoring netions of Barbariens
with their kings and dymests he dlspleayed the magnitude of
his foreces end the feerless gourege with which they ssiled
whitheracever they pleesed and brought the whole sek& under
their own control. 64/
The Spertoeld dymesty in the Crimee, which wes to remain friendly
to Athens for at lemst m» century, wes established In 437 with
Athenien sid, 8lomg with the setting up of sm Athenlan eleruchy st
nearby Hymphestm. The Spertoeld kingdom of Bosporxus hed as
its ospitel Peatictpeum, snd later included Theodosia, snd two
priveipal ports-of-trade for the Crimesn and Seythlan corn. For
reasons Rostovizeff regerda e&s mysterious, Athens wea unsble to
galn & foothold in Clbie, 2 key elty on the north western shore;
the corn had therefore to move sorvss the Blaock fJes and them along

the south western shore of the Hlagk See on i1ts way to the Besporsn
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66/

gtraita. Athenisn colonists were eateblished st Sinope, ocommend-
ing thet route, &s well s elther side of Sincpe, at istacus =nd
lnllua4a?

Athenisn military eontrol of the oorn trade thus was complete.
To insure her supremscy, Athens forbade sny but Athemlan ships i.e.,
ships osrrying grein to Athens, from entering the Bleeck E;; the
prohibition ¢id not stop short of the Athenien "allies.” Byzentium
wes the foosl point of the system; other s tates could buy corn at
Byssntium only by specisl permission of Athens. Une such grsmt hes
been preserved for us, in the form of s deorse dated 426/5 relsting
to Methone, & Mecedonlen gity which was & member of the Athenlan
ieegue. Methone undertook to provide @& body eof soldlers for &
current Athenlan wer in Threce; in return, she was granted e rmission
o buy esgh year s specified amount of corn in Byssatium. Yor sach
purohese, written notice must be given to the Athenisn attiuinlnsg
at Bysentium, snd ne Methonisn ship may proceed past Eysentium.
I8 can herdly be doubted that under such condlitions corn wes bought
snd sold at prooléimed squivelsncies; the persistsnce, for seversl
genturies, of the bﬂ%hl! thet the "juet price” for corn was five
drachnfe per medimm, in the fzoce of what sppesrs & seguler rise
in prices, probably had its roots in suoh proeclsimed equivelencles.
We should also note &t this point the persistence of & 8:1 retioc of
wheet to berley prices from the fourth to the seeond centuries,
despite the violent fluctustions in the price of graim 71/ in genersl,
The modernising notion that & cornm merket, once esteblished, could
heve secured the séme degree of continuity of supplles snd anything
like the sume degree of stability of prioces, mppesrs entirely
anreallstio.




Thus corn moves slong & specifie trede route guerded by
Athenisn solenies end naval power, in sgcordance with /thenlem
foreign poliey. The corn wes bought 8t the greet emporium of
Penticepeum: Restovteeff infers & sort of Olkos trade on the perd
of the Oresk lords emd tyrents of thot region, in which they seld
both the produats of thely own feudal eststes and, to &n even
greater extent, the corn purchased from the Scythlian tribes of the
lnturier.r Hercdotus reports, not without emssement, that the
Seythisns grows corn "not for their own ase but for snlu."'zgj in
the middle of the fourth century, the Bosporen kingdom opened
enother emporium, Theodosise, whioh beceuse of 1ts superlor herbor
foeillities soon supplsnted Pnntlutpana-?‘ These emporie oconld
not heve in thelr crganization differed essentislly from the esrly
Europesn frotories snd ports of trede as we find them established
on the Fepper, Gold, Tooth and Slsve Coasts of West Afrion. From
pantioapeum, the ocorn erossed the Hlack Ses and moved along the
southern shore t0 Byszentium, where some of It wes resold to verious
greek states. The bulk wes shipped to the grest emporium of the
Pirseus, where two thirds [eccording to & fourth century lew, which
may heve exlsted even eerlier) had to be immedlately cerried to
ﬁxhanl-ra That the Oreak stetes of the malnland dld in fset buy
much of their food in the jithenien emporium of Firseus is evident
from the importence generelly asoribed to Fericles' deeree forbidding
the Megmrlans from entering the Athenian marie ¢ - the ilmmedlete cause
of the relopomnesien Wer. while Thueydides demonatretes thst thias
weg more A deliberete provegetion then en underlying ceusa.
Aristophenes' pleture of the sterving Hegarian peesent in the

Archerniens cunnoet have been 2ltogether off the truth. (fristophenes
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gives this ea the cause of the wer in order to show what he regerded
es its trivislity). The (ld Oligsrch, elso explelns the eruciel
rele of Athenlien se& power In meinteining its empire:

For there is no eity that does not require to import or

export commedltiea; and this willl be out of its power

unless 1t be obedient to those who have the mastery of

the ses. 96/

Athens' defert by Sperts in the Peloponnesisn Wer temporesrily
destroyed her hold over the corm trade. (me of the instruments of
the Sperten stretegy was, in feet, &n stteck on the enemy's supply
route. Agis, besleging Athens in 409, saw "vessel efter vessel
laden with corn resching Fireseus,"” snd deeoided that Athens could not
be defested unless her corm supyply were out off. He therefore sent
the son of the Byzentine proxencs at Sparta to Bysantlum in en 7/

effort to win over that ecity sa well as Calchedon from Athens.

This ogeurred after the Spartan capture of Decelea - half way between
Urepus and Athens - had eclosed the iand route from Fuboes. The
Spertens also ettempted to eut off corn shipments from Egypt.
Eventuslly, Athens lost her fleet, and the wer, ln 405.

As soon 88 Athenlisn naval supremsoy was recgovered after the
Feloponnesisn wer in 3%, & gommercisl treaty was nigg;a between
Athens snd Setyrus, the king of the Bosporen kingdom. But the
sdministered trade of the fourth century differed muoh from thet of
the fifth, 28 to the degree of ‘thenlan comtrol. In the fifth
ecentury, Athens sdminlstered the trade almost single-handedly since
the Bosporan citles were under her rule. In the fourth eentury,
the rontic trode wes administered es tresty-trede between grest
powaers. Athens ruled the seas only from the Threeisn Bosporus

westwerd, while the now-powerfol kingdom of the Clmmerian Bosporus
meinteined domin®nge over the Blegk Ses. 79/ The Rosporsn kings




wers chieftain treders whose wetlth derived from the corn trsde which
they sppropristed; Athens in turn needed the Bosporsan corm. In the
same wey, after Alexemder the Grest's death, when Fgypt under rtolemy
Fhilsdelphus ruled the fegesn, we find close diplometic relstions
between the Bosporus and Earpt.so

Deteils of this edministered trade during the reign of the
grestest of the Bosporen kings, Isucon (en.288 to 348 B.C.) have
been preserved in the speeches of Demosthenes. Ieucom, "who controls
the trode," grented priorlty of leding to any mewchent eerrying corn
to Athens and exempted such merchants from the oustoms dues of &
thirttath-E These rights treditionslly spplied to rantleapeum, the
port of trede for corn. But Jeuccn also opened enother emporium,
€8 pemosthenes himself cells 1t, &t Theodosia end s&pplied the seme
privileges thnru-g!; Theodosis had in eerlier times bheen &n importent
emporium before Seythisn inoursions put an end to thia her role.
leucon's ¢onguests restored Theodosis &8s sn un@nrlnuiﬂa In return,
Athens conferred cltisenship on Jeucon while exempting him from all
eivie obligetions, end orowned him with & golden wresath at the
pensthensslc festivels. The deeree glving him these rights and honors
wis set out in stone in triplleste; one oopy wes set up In the Fireeus,
cne st rantiospeum, end one in the temple of Zens &t the entrénce to
the Blagk ﬂau.ﬂf In 847, the yesr following on Ieucon's desth, his
sons Speartoous II #nd Peerissdes I, who succeeded him, sent
emissaries to Athens %o ennounce thelr father's death and their in-
tention to scontinue his policies; Athens sst up & decree in their
henmor in the Firseus BB/ (slse honoring & third brother who d4id not
shsre in the rule). ieerissdes beesme the ruler in 334/3, end
Demosthenes credits him with & renewal of the privileges. 86/
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While Athens was the most fovored nation under this treaty
trode, she did not enjoy the seme monopoly thet she had in the pre-
gceding century. Thus, & deeree in honor of Leucon passed by Arosdia
in 560 ¥.C. suggests thst she, too, received some privilege. And in
%60, Hytilene, on the islend of Imsbos, received permisalon from
Leacon to buy 100,000 medimna of corn &t &n export duty of omly
1 1/9%; on exports above that smount, & duty of 1 /3 wes charged,
in itself & seving of helf the normal export ta1*a¥

King Teucon mede sBlso glifts of corn to Athens. Demosthenes
seys that the gift in 367 wes so lerge that the sltones (= tamker-
like officinl &ppeinted to purchase zrain on governmental secount
daring emergencies) had ® sarplus of fifteen talents left for the
Treasury Rfter disposing of the ;:;:l:*al!1-.:.'4."2'%'r This should meen one of
two things. Tlther the grsin was sn outright gift &nd wes distributed
on some conventional besls to the cltisenry, the remainder belng sold
for the beneflt of the treasury, or else Leucon sold the grein to
Athens mt much less thsm the normal price, the fifteen telents being
the difference between the cost snd the resale price. The first
alternstive seems - in this osse more likely. Strabe, in writing of
Theodosia's superiority over renticepeum, remarks that Leucon onoe
sent 2,100,000 medlmns - # very lerge !ﬂﬂunﬁ = 10 Athens from
Theodosia. B3/ This mey refer to the same or to another glft, but
it need no$; it wey simply represent the total of & year's shipments
to Athens.

The expmple of Mytilene shows that the sdminiastered trade
between Athens end the Crimee wes exceptiomel. Hesebroek insists
that "ell the sp-oslled commercisl trestles which have come down %0

us from pre-Hellenistic times sre concerned not with commercisl




asdventoges, but with the supply of corn &nd other indlspenseble
commocdities, ineludlng meteriels for defence &2nd #hlphhllﬂing"-gu

Greln supplies were ®lmost anlversslly secured through ftresties,

which were generslly concerned with the right to buy goods in 8 certain
Port or ports smnd in eobtaining mdventeges in trensportstion: full or
pnrilﬂé axemptlon from dues; safety from seligure; snd priority in

ledi - i.¢. the conditions of the ithens-Bosporas trede.

Athens was only pertielly sueceasful in her efforts to retasin
gontrol of the western helf of the Pontle route. In 387, & treety
with Clasomense on the Asls Minor corst, grented that elty permission
te buy corm In certein speciiled &ttiaauggjnut other former depend-
encles, notebly Byzentium herself, esserted thelr independence from
time to time by selzing grein shilps, either expropriating the grain
or foreing the ships to pey duty. Thus, during 8 Sparten wesr with
Athens, in 3E87/6, the Spertsn genersl, with eighty ships under his
cﬂmmnndaaprnvantnﬂ the ships from the Rleck 3es from seailing to
Athens. One of the flrat steps teken by Fhilip of Macedon, ‘lexsnder's
father, méking & pld for Bn Aegern emplre, wes t0 reech out for a
stranglehold on Athenlen c¢orn supply. Aeccording to Demosthenes,

King Fhillp
seeing thet we hsve more Imported corn than eny other people
in the world « « . went to Thrace, &nd first omlled upom the 94/
EBysentines, who were his 8lllies, to join in the wer ageinst us.
Athens had ineressing dlfflioulty im keeping Bysentium within her
@phere of influence. ‘hout 360, she found herself compelled to convoy
her grain ships becsuse the Byzentines were "sgein” foreing them to
put into Bysantium Bnd anloed thelr ctrgo thuraaga Instances of selzures
¢f eorn ships by Byzentlum, Ozlehedon, COysicus, Chios, Cos, Rhodes, &nd

Eeeedonie ere regorded between 362 snd 328. 96/ Two jears lster




Alexandsr succeeded his frther on the throne; a8 soon &8s his great
campaigns in the erat were launched, the cora supply of the Blaeck Sea
wes diverted for the use of his srmies, and Athenlan trede wes prec-
tieslly st an end. It osn herdly bhe mere ghence thet over the next
Jesrs Attiom sew ner worst fmmine since Solomisn tinmes.

Kore then anything else the politicel genins of Perioles had
been responsible for the orgenisatlion of Athenisn corn frede with
the Bleck les. He wes ¢ master of Aeslpolitik: he was governed by

the principle of limlting Athenlan poliey to the atteinsble. Control
of the reoute to the Blmek Sen snd of the surrounding countries was
within the scope of Athenisn power, hence he sought to chemnel
Athenien efforts in this direction smd to restriet them in others.
Fluterch, following upon his deseription of Ferleles' expedltion to
the Blegk Ses, offers this snalysis of rare insight:

But in other nmatters he 4i1d not sccede to the vein impulses
of the oitizens, nor was he swept slong with the tlide when
they were esger, from £ sense of thelr grest power &nd g;ﬂﬁ
fortune, to ley hends sgain on Egypt and molemst the renlms
of the King (i.e. of Fersie) which lsy slong the sea. Meny
£l80 were possessed olresdy of thet inordinete snd insu-
spiclous passion for Sielly which wes afterward kindled
into flsme by such oretors as Alelbirdes. And some there
ware who sotuslly dresmed of Tusesny sud Certhage... 97/

But Pericles was ever trying to restrain thls extravagsnce

of thelrs, to lop off thelr expensive meddlesomeness and

te divert the grestest pert of their forces to the gusrding

and securing of what they slready had won. 38/ That he

was right in seeking to confine the power o e Aftheniens

within lesser Greece was smply proved by whet ceme to prss.99/
Yerlicles, in shord, developed the Bleck Ses corm supply &s sn alter-
netive to the Fgyptien smd the Siellisn, which were blocked by the
power of Versis snd Syrecuse. Athens had made & tremendous effort
to wrest power over Egypt from Persis & few yesrs eerlier. The

ettempt proved shortive snd Blmost ended in totel dlsester. Fericles

eventuslly resisted sll further ettempts to remew the atteck on Tgypt.




26.

II.

Athens' interest in Igypt wes prompted at lesst in pert by
e desire to tap Fgypt's vest greln produetlion. Thus, 2 Libyen
pretender to the throne 74~-77 of Tgypt sent & gift of forty thousend
medimns of whest to Athens Iln 446 B+C+ in the hope of winning her
auppurt.éggfaamu twenty yesrs later, the Egyptisn king ‘mesis sent
Athens & lerge guantity of barley during & femine, in exchenge for
en £lllsnce sguinst Eurnin;lu it i this glft that Aristophsnes
ridlouled veosuse berley only wes sent, instesd of whest. Corn
elesrly wes the peens of perspeding Athens to teke & hend in
Egyptein-Fersian relstions.

It is dilffloult to sssess the extent to which Athens received
grein from Rgypt during this perled; the evidence is incondusive.
There may heve been & trickle of trsde between Greece and FEgypt
from the third millemnium until sbout the tenth gentury, when the
convelsions attendant upon the breskdown of the Mycenesn elviliszation
atopped LIt altogether. Trade moved from Egypt along the Syrisn
and Felestinlen goest, elther by lend or sea, then the Cyprus, and

ios/
thenee to ireece. Lfter 8 three hundred year lepse trade was
resumed in the seventh century neybe beoruse of ineressed mestery
of the ses, sinoe Lt waa now possible to ssail by sea from Ezyp$
direetly t¢ Ehodes mnd Crete, and thence to the Cresk setilements
in isle Kinor. 103, MNiletus took the lesad in this phese of the
trade, which wes osrried on exclusively through the port of ¢rade
of Beuoratis, founded perheps =2t the end of the ssventh century by
the Igyptisn king ‘mesis. 104/ There 1ls no mention of Athens in
eonnectlon with Heuerstls in this early periocd.
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108/
Although most writers essume that porn wes one of the

prineipsl exports from ¥eudretis, a list of Fgyptaln exports %o
Oreesge through that port of trﬂdnlgzxins the seventh snd sixth
eenturies does not mention grain. On the other hand, ITgyptien
myths recorded by Diodoras (en unreliable source) say thet some
of the snoient kings of Athens were Fgyptism. One in pertieulsr,
Ereghtheus, "through his reclal connections with Egypt brought
from there to Athens & grest supply of grein” during & fsmine and
thereby beceme klngalu?

While gift trade of &n ocorsionsl chersoter is on record
in the fifth century, it is herd to determine how mogh trede of 2
more reégulsr sort did ococour. Certainly the Perslan eonquesat of
Egypt must heve hed some disturbing effect, 2nd Hellet, who hes
mede 8 study of Jreek-Egyptian rvelations, belleves that Egypt wes
on the other hend, & fifth century post, Buoohylldiss, guoted by
/thenseus, spesks of

vessels filled with wheet (which) bring from Fgypt, through
the shining weves of the ses, the most preclious of riches. 109/

Bowever mach whe&t Athens did or dld not obtmin from Egypt, she
did not controel the trede. Sparts epperently drew some grein from
Egypt, too sinee during the Feloponnessian Wer Athens attscked the
Sperten islend of Cythers (off the southerm tip of Lsconia),

where the merechant vessels from JNgypt snd ILybie commonly

At the same time, ithenlan imports from Egypt &re indlested sbout
408 B.C. Andocides persumded Oyprus to lift Lts embergo on greinm
exports to Athens, end reports thet fourteen ships &re sbout to
enter the iirseus, with more om thelr wey. 111/ Since the cosating




route from Fgypt to Cyprus was still popular, perheps wore populsr
than the direot ses rant¢.1 we mey reasonehly essume thst this
shipwent origineted In Egypt. /Athenien grain imports from Frypt
seem to have inoreased in the lste L£ifth century, as Andocldes’®
speech indicetes. Thus Hostovizeff points to the prevalence of
Athenien influences in Heukrstis in the lste fifth end fourth
eenturies, 83 shown hy the pottery end eoinage Ilnas-lls.ln the
middle of the fourth century, the Atheniens passed 2 decree In
honer of & Heukr2tls cltisen, Theozenes, & man

kEindly disposed toward the /thenlan people, who does

whstever jgfood he cen %o those who oome %o him on both

publieo busiress end privetely. 114/
We oy sssume thet the "publie business™ included the purchese of

CO¥n.

III.

The third grest source of greln - the lsland of Slolly -
lay just cutside the orbit of Athenism power. The positlon of /‘thens
was tantelizing. The size of the Sieilien corn ¢rop ie indiested by
the offer made by Jelo, tyrent of Syrsouse, to supply corm "for the
whole Greclsn srmy™ for the duration of the Ferslsm Wer, on condition
thet he be mede commaAnder-in-chief- either of the Greek army or of
the Oreek fleet.llf/ While there is no positive evidenoce of Slollisn
wheat exports te Greece before the fifth eemtury, we c2nnot doubt
thet there wes, in feet, significent tresde; the western cclonies
gould heve peid for thelr lmports from eontinentsl Greece only in
thls way. 116/ While the volume of trade during the flfth eentury




- 11%/
eennot be focurstely Judged, it was of & reguler gherscter. *he

Feloponnese wes the main customer.

Athens was berred from this souree by Corinth which sat astride
the trede route. Her strategle site, together with her colonles in
the Adrietic geve her dominence over trade with the -ant.lla The
Athenien bresk with Corinth ebout 460 rt the time of the expedltlon
to Egypt can heve been meent only =s sn ettempt to press for the
mistery of 8ll oversess sources of grainfllg Athens flrst zttacked
Gorinth indirectly by selzing fegina, destroying the commerce of
Megers end bringing Boeotis to heel, so as to gein & footing in the
Gorinthiman Julf. Mut ultimetely, securing of imports from the west
depended upon &t lesst partisl gontrol of the Sleiliem end Southern
Itelisn ports of trede themselves. "Hothing less thngzgpa gucoesa
of the 3Syrscussn expedition could have achisved 1t". Thus the
fthenisns intervened on behelf of the lecntines in their loonl war
with Gyrecuse.

upon the ples of their common descent, but Iln reality to
prevent the exportstion of Sicilisn corm to Feloponnese
end to test the posaibility of bringing Slelly Inte
subjection. 121/
It was this threat to the food suppliss of the leloponnese that
brought ‘thens into confliet with 3perta. The /thenian pressure
towards the Corinthien lsthrpus wes glefirly recognized es & peril
to Sperts end her allies; Sperta end Corinth were thus drswn
together by the common denger. The Felopomnnesienm Wey was the out-

come of the Athenisn sim of controlling the westerm ecorm supply.
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Chepter 36, psge l.

Chepter 36. Securing corn imports

Why did Athens, the site of the first Laportent merket
plege in history, the femed sgore, herself never become B pioncer
of morket trede? Why did her extreme dependence on imported grein,
gombined with her experience in mrrket methods not weke her take
the lesd in the estsblishment of sn internstionsl corn merket whieh,
on the fece of it, should heve sclved her problem? Indeed, why
did she strike out resther in the opposite direetion, obatrueting
the Egyptien initietive of setting up such & merket? Ome need not
shere sn unhistoriesl prejudice in fsvour of merket methods to see
the problem of Athenlen corn trede in these common sense terma.

foeordingly, our points of enquiry should be: To whet
extent did the conditions of the corn trade permlt the development
of merket trade? Or, conversely, how fer did those polrcumstences
disooursge such & development snd require the use of siministra-
tive metheds of treding in order to ensure the supply of corn?

The answer, we submit, lay in the geog¥aphiesl snd politiesal
structure of the regions in which supplles snd communicriions were
situsted. These conditions under which militesry snd politiocsl
power hed to be employed to ensure the fortheoming of the supplies,
and indeed the safety of the trede routes themselves, ﬂeterminaqf
the methods And orgsnishtion of trade.

line tenths of the metter is comprised in the geogrsphiesl
¢ilrounstences which kept ittics st 8ll times keenly snxious for
the provenence of her daily bread from oversess, and mede her
eventually seek out the Blegk Se=s, Igypt &nd Slelly, In succession.

The rest msy be summed up in the reecognition thet while Athemiem




chepter 36, pege 2.

forelgn polley wes corn policy, Lt wes never affected by commercisl
consideretions or inspired by so-celled trade interests. The
renson for this asppsrent persdox will be menifest from & bare out-

line of the history of the corm trsds.

I.

Greece ms & whole l2cks pesture lend snd Attice's soil is
best sulted for the growing of oll mnd vine. At no time after the
Seleonie orisis did Athens reise more them = freetion of her grein.
Yet grein, supplemented by fresh snd dried fish, constituted the
steple of her dlet. If we were to look for any one determining
feetor in Greek economie development, it would unquestionably be
that sres's preponderent dependence on imports for her food supply.

Greek scolel snd pﬂlitianl thought refleeted this unslter-
&ble ciroumstence. The Greeks never developed = diseipline of
economics beeosuse the country could never rely for its food supply
on the merket. Insterd it turned to politieel theory whigh slmost
to this day hes reteined the oa2st of the mould of the Athemlen
polis. Her ever unsssurged need for sm sdequete food supply nmede
the prineiple of self sufflcieney the beasie postulete of her
existence &nd thus of her theory of the ldeel stete. Juterky wes
te the Greek mind the rationsle of the pelis. On this point
ixk Aristotle sgreed with fleto - they both thought thet the eitizen
populstion of the polis should consist of fsrmers. Indeed, from

the history of Athens no other lesson could be drswn.
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There is agreement smong scholars of smtiquify over this
extreme dependence on imports. Rostovtaeff has shown thet as
inte 85 the third gentury, this inedequscy wes so pronounced
that not 2 trece of commercisl rivelry een ha found between the
two grestest grein producers, Bgypt and the Bosporus. Grundy éj
inslsts thet every Greek stste, with the possible exeeption of
Thessely and Buboes, wes to & grester or lesser extent dependent
on imports. . Jur&i. the puthority on the subjeot, sugpests that
Athen's dependence wes so grest thet she could #lways absord eny
emount of ijwurtl without their csusing m feilure of domestie
prilﬂﬂ--z

It is possible to méke B erude estimete of the Athenien
defielit in grain ntufra. Sinee statisticel agourecy eennot be
attelned for sntigulty, the figures een do no more them indleste éi
orders of magnituds.

On the popniaticn of Attiea the celeulstions of 2.W. Gomme
remsin suthoritetive. He estimstes the totel populetion 431 B.C.
es 316,000; of this totel, 172,000 were citizens, 26,500 meties,
end 116,000 slaves. Six years leter, after the plague, the totel
populetion wes 216,000, with 116,000 citimens. In 323, Gomme
estimstes the populetion as E5E,000: 11%,000 eitiszens, 42,000
meties, =nd 104,000 ﬂlnvaa.‘ The populetion of Attlee, therefore,
may have renged between 200,000 snd 300,000, the latter flgure
being spprosched before the raveges of the plegue in the beginning
of the Yelopomnesisn War.

Our only information on Athenien domestle produetion and

imports is for the late fourth century. An Eleusisn inseoription
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of 529 B.0. records Attie produgtion at 568,850 medimns. But of
this totel, only £8,500 medimms were wheet, the rest barley, &
retle of less then one %o ten. 2 While this probebly wes &
famine yeser, Gﬂmé;jﬂltrﬁﬁﬁﬂl the max:lmn possible produetion at
410,000 medimms, Pod at 450,000. Agoepting Beloech's
estimete of #n sversge per capite consumption of six medimns, ®
peximam of 76,000 pecple eould be supported from the donestie
produetion. With & populstion ramge of 4wo to three hundred
thousand, minimum imports of one to one and one-helf million
medimms would be required, or two to three times the ﬂnmanfis pro=-
duetion. Domestie production, must heve been insufficient even
to feed the agrerien populetion; f?ﬁleﬂ B.0., when the populetion
of Attice was probably much nmallné.thln in the claasigsl ers,
Athenisn smbesssdors st Rome cleim thet Athems "feeds even the
husbendmen with imported corm.” .

The dependence on imports wes even greater them this

stetistlesl guess would indicete. While the populetion 88 & whole

depended on imports for & lerge proportion of Lts food, the

eitizenry depended on imports almost entirely. Our figures re-

ferred to the toteal of whest snd berley. But barley wes considered
fit only for sleves mand meties; & citisen would eet berley only

if he were very poor or if femine eonditioms preveiled. Aristophemes,
sneers ot the demoeratie grein dlstributions, reminding his spudlenge

thet the gift of five medimms in 424 B.C. wrs mere barley. !/ 4
spesker in the Deinosophlsts ssys:

We heve no interest in berley sinece the town is
full of wheat bresd. 10/

While whest wes gonsidered the citismens' steple, it gonstituted
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no more then one-tenth of the domestie Athenian erop - enough to
feed perheps eizht or nine thousend gltizgens. Imports thus guite
generally mesnt wheat imports. A lsrge proportion of the slaves
gould probably be fed by domestiec berley; the cltizens depended
entirely on lmporis. 2 Sueﬁ was mostly the cese; nylordlng to
¥eum Jesny's resesrch on enoient sgriculture, wheat "dominated
the ilnternstionel grsin trede e¢f the glessicsl ere slmost to the
exelusion of the others."” 18/

gur estimete of the extent of Athens' dependence on Imports
is confirmed by e speeoh of Demosthenes, in whigh he observes thet
400,000 medimni of wheet had been imported from the Pomtus in 33E,
end thet the imports from "there" generelly equel Athems' totel
imports from sll other nnnriun.égf The figure, he seid, could be
verified by cheeking the books of the inspectors at the emporium.
fhis would emount to totel wheet imports of only 600,000 medimms
for thet year. But Locevelov, & Russism phllologist, insistis thet
& study of the syntex of Demosthenes' phrese shows conelusively
thet EnuiEUG medimni were meent 68 ooming from the Bosporus, not
400,&30."/ He argues thet this letter figure referred only -$0.
penticepeum, "the home port", not slso to Theodosie from which
once again thet emount was shipped. Accepting these flgures, we
get totel imports of 1,600,000 medimms. Ineluding the home erop
this would smount %to e#bout 2,000,000 medimns - the probable ysarly
requirement.

There is no need to stress the point further. There is
widesprend agreement to-dsy thet corm supply dominsted Athenisn

forelgn poliey. Orundy bluntly esserts that foreigzn poliey was
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food poliey. 15/ S50 does Glotsm. 1¢/ Prengotte observes that

£ praui&rn des guestions éecnamiqnas pour les Greos etelt ocelle

du pain."

Only three instenoes come to mind of grest powers whioh
largely imported their food supply: thn'alty stetes of Athens and
Rome in sntiguity, and Britein, spproximately sinee 1770.

Free trede Englend rapfununtn the olasalie instence of
relisnoe for food on P world merket. She virtuelly destroyed her
domestle sgriculture after 1846 in the name of the doetrine of
gomperative ocsts. MFor half & egentury her wealth snd power epperently
Justified her abnegetion of self-sufflclenoy. But since World wWer
I 1t hes begonme inorersingly evident thet the sucocessful funetioning
of the world merket itself depended on Britein's finsnelal,
militery or politiee=l control of the organisetion of world trade.
Heving lost thet control, Britein finds herself dependent on the
treegherous mechanism of an unregulated world market. An inoreesse
in rew msteriel prices due to armsments snd stoekplling threstens
the stabllity of her whole economy. She 1s &t present trying to
free herself from such A dependence through long-term berter
agrecuonts, eurrenoy contrel, lieensing arrangements and cther in-
straments of administered trade.

The Romen Emplre sdopted the other slternstive. Rether
then rely on the "world corn market" whiech had been estsblished in
the 1ete fourth gentury in the esstern Medlterrsneen, Rome smeshed

this merket snd brought the chief grein producers under her diregt
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gontrel. Sielly wes conguered first in the third eentury, end
throughout Romen history remained her "storehouse.” In the yeer
6 £.D., the emperor essumed the responsibility for feeding the
eity of Rome; he filled this obligstion sdly, through the tributes
levied in kind on the provinces. Besides Sleily, Josephus tells
us that Egypt sent enmcugh corn to feed Rome for four months &nd
g
kfrio=s enough for elght months; this probehly smounted to
19

£,900,000 snd 5,600,000 medimni respeotively. Singe the
emperor’'s responsibilities extended fer beyond the feeding of the
eity of Rome, - the ermy end the imperial household elsc hed o
be fed, methods of rdministered trede were employed. Rostovizeff
when listing whet he deems to be proof of extensive gspitelistio
sotivity in the Romsn Empire, is foreed %o admit the primeoy of
edministered trade:

It must be edmitted. « « thet the largest consumer

wes the ilmperiel ennone end thet most of the

merchents, who frequently were £t the ss=me time

shipowners #nd owners of storehouses, worked on

behslf of the emperor, that Is to sey, on behelf

of the populstion of the oity of Rome &and the Army...

The imperisl snnon& wes the chief moving foree in

the interprovineisl trade, buying end tremsporting

lerge masses of ecorn, oil, wine, meet, fish, lumber,

hides, metels, end clothes for the needs of the

ermies on the Rhine, Denube, #nd Buphrates, end
some of these erticles for the needs of the ospitsl. 20/

Athens never echieved the lmperiml splendor of Rome. During
# wemorsble helf eentury she ruled direetly the trrede routes &nd
eontrelled by militery meens the sourees of supply in the Eestern
Sees. When her stretegle hold wes lost, she turned to & complex
of ndministretive methods to secure her food supply.
But let us begin &%t the beginning.

The Solonie embArge on the export of corn 1s the first
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instenee of corn supply being brought within the reelm of publie
poeliey; it never left thet pleoce.

One meeting of the Athenlen Assembly in esch pryteny - &
tenth pert of the }uar - wes g#lled the "soverelgn” ‘ssembly; in
this meeting, feocording to Aristotle, .

the people heve to retify the continuence of the
megistretes 1In atfie:% 1f they ere performing thelr

dutiss properly, &nd to oconsider the supply of corm,

end the defence of thmfm_—u';_
Gorn supply, netionel defence, #nd the continuing supervision of
the megistretes, ln other words, =re the three subjects which must
be eonsidered »t lemst onee during each session of the lssembly.
gorn supply is prominent om & list of subjeots any prospective
strtesmen must mester, seoording to Xenophon; the others sre stete
revenuse snd expenditures, wer, home defence, snd the silver mines.p2/

The Soloniec embergoe wes never repetled. Hether 1t wes re-
inforeed. Lnginlafion wes designed, in & general way, to drew the
prestest possible smount of grein %o Athens end %o prevent the
movement of grein eway from Athens. No Athenisn resident wes
permitted to trensport grein snywhere exeept to Athens; the
"geverest penslties” were prescribed for ﬂulatlnn.gE ¥o ses-loen
gould be mede on eny ship or enrgo unless it were speelfied that a
return esrgo of corm or certsin other legrlly specified commodities
were brousht tc Athenn.!!f We mey essume thet tiunber snd other
supplies for shipbuilding fisured prominently om the list, slthough
oniy corn is mentioned in the sourees. OSinee, =8 we hsve said
sbove, the petty emporos eould hardly pui to ses without the see-
losn, this regulstion must heve been of grest importence.

As msy perhaps be inferred from these prsasges, the
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orgenizetion of corn supply wes sa instenee of sdministered trede.
The seturl treding wes done by the uhsrnete?tatl¢ metie trader,
gt lesst 8t the Oreek end. Greece knew no temker type of trede
except in time of emergency. Yet the trade routes, the terms of
trede - ineluding price, to & ﬁnnaiderahln extent - the sourees
of zoods - 1l this wea fixed by trestles or other diplomstie
prrengements, snd the setuel treding tock pleee 88 8 rule in ®»
port of trede. The extent to whioh this trede we=s riministered
is suggested by & pessage in Aristotle's Rhetorie. In speelifying
the maftur: & stetesuen must be converssnt with in order to
siminister state affelirs, he says thet

in regerd to food (he) must know whet smount of

expendlture is sufflelent to support the State;

whet kind of food i1s produced 2t home or cen be

imported; end whet exports and imporis ere necessery,

in order that contrsets end agreements may be uede

with those who osn furnish them. (I, 4, 11)

The greet ¢orn producers listed hy Theophrestus were ‘ssyris,
Egypt, lybis, Pontus, PThreee, #nd Sleily. But thet was by the end
of the fourth century. In eerller times the power of Ferslis bloeck.d
Athenien segess to the Hesat, =2 well rs to Egypt and Lyble, in the
south, #lthough Athens eppesrs fto heve droewn some gorm from the
letter; the rise of Syreouse, in the west, erlong with the rivelry
¢f the Peloponnesus, checked for # long time ‘fthenlen influenee in
8ieily. Thrace snd the Blseck Ses region - perticulsrly the Crimesn
hinterlsnd - thus served as the oshief gremery of ‘thens in the

clesaieel perilod.

I1.

Feisiatretus wes the first to extend Athenien pover towsrds
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the north enst, Thrsoe and the Blegk Ser reglon. He reconquered
Bigeum on the southern shore of the entrsoce $o the Hellespent,
snd supported Miltisdes in occupylng the northern shore, the
Threcien Cherscnese.The gorn of this region may have been poid
for by the bleck-figured Attic veses end archeie Athenisn gold amd
brongs-work deting from this period, which have been found there
in lerge numbers. The trade wes made possible by the esteblishment
of » "steble squilibrium” smong the Seythirn tribes et sbout this
time.gﬁf Persian expension into Europe during the 1lerst two decsdes
of the sizth century however, must hrve out off this trede, which
wes resumed on e grond scele immedietely miter the Ferzisn defeert
at Selsmis.

It ssems doubtful whether, before the seventh eentury,
Greek trede with the Bleok Sea reglon was of any socount. At thet
tlme & number of Jreek colonies, lergely under Hllesien susplees,
were esteblished - first on the south shore c¢f the Blagk Sern, then
on its north shore. Not untll the f£ifth century were these brouzht
under /‘thenisn influence or control.

Up to the middle of the fifth century the produets of the
Blsok 3es were not osrried ell the wey by ship to Greeoe. Through=-
out entiguity the powerinl end tresoherous currents of the
Hosporus were grestly fesred, &s lndeed, they sre even today.
folybius' deseriptlon of them hes become femous (IV, 43). This
wes perticulerly true before the remsrkeble progress in navigstion
end shipbuilding whieh resulted from the Fersism Wers. 26/ The
esrly seafarers never breved the open ses, Lf 1t wes possible %o

goest along the shore; but they were in mortel fesr of turning »
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eepe, preferring to portege thﬁir tiny bosts. So the easrly

treders avoided turning the cepe guerding the Bosporus. Insterd

of seiling with their goods scross the Jes of Narmore, the
Frapuﬁtiu of the #meients, smd the Dardemelles, lendd them on

the west comst of the Bleek Sea at Uﬁezans; Mesembris, or fApollonia.
#rom here, they hed them oerried overlsnd to the Hebrus ?liler,
thenoe down the Hebrus River to the est emporium nf.ﬁlnns { fenus)
on the fegeen outlet of the rlvar.a? This eity, #lthough situsted

in the most h::?an part of Threce, wes one of the weslthiest in
28

that rezlon, ogeupylng in regerd to the Blf:flsat treade a8
29
position 88 stretegic as wes thet of Bysentium. The rivelry

of Ainos, the port of trede of the land route, end of Bysentium,

the port of trade of the ses route will disclose in conerete terms

the militery end politiesl conditions of the corn trade.

Bygentium, the Constentinople of cur deys, ren neck %o neck
with Ainoa ln the fifth eentury B.C. in their race for primeoy.
Settled in the middile of the seventh century, seventeen years affer
the oity of Cerlohedon on the opposite side of the streits,
Byzentium remeined, llks Oslohedon, &n unimportent sgrieculturel
settlement for the next two genturies. She wes better off then
Cnlohedon only beesuse of her superior fisheria:.zn ¢rlehedon,
ns noted, wrs settled somewhet esrlier then Bysantium, beeruse
of the grester fertility of g&;ﬁ:ﬁi&; Bysantium's fisheries were
spperently not utilized until somewh&t later. Herodotus, writing

in the middle of the fifth gentury, when Byszsntlum's trsding
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sdventage wes slresdy evident, ridiculed the Cheloedoniens for
thelr blindness in settling on the wrong alde of the straits.
{Iv, 144). But this only proves how unimportent the route from
the Fontie hed been before, Nor the perfeet loostion of
Byssntium could not heve been overlooked, Lf trade hed moved
through the streits at ell, BSinge the ourrents force every ship
that comes from the Bleek See to stop there. Certesinly some of
the corn trede did pess through the Hellespont; thus Herodotus
deseribes ierxes wetohinz corn ships pessing through the
Hellespont on their way to Aegine snd the I’ulnpunneu.m end
reports thet when Mlletus exiled its tyrent, Histlaeus, he ssiled

to Byzentium with elight triremes snd selzed every ship coming
from the Bleck 5;!.32 It mey be, however, thet Herodotus is
gullity of #n snechronism in ke this ragard,'{ﬂe:e events ceocurred
elmost seventy-five yemrs before he wrote, #md In the merntime
Byzentium's grestness may heve hegome so fermed that he eould not
sonaelve of en slternstive route. In eny event, no mention is
mede of Athens receiving Crimesn corn et thet time.

Byzentlum fell before the Fersien advence into Iurcope In

51& B.C., Pnd the populetion fled to the Bleek Sees port of
Hesembrie; the olty wes burned 38/ En%yfﬂs not resettled until
its regapture from the Fersisns in 479. During this reletively
long perled Persisn influence mnd gontrol extended throupgh sll
of Threce; Alnos end the other Greek cities of the Charscnese
begen issulng coins on the Persisn stenderd. 35/ GOreece must
neve been now out off from her Bisck Sea gorn supply.

479 B.C., the yesr of the rersismn retrest from Europe,
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werks the neisht of Alnos' glory and weelth, which een be
traged through her coins #nd throuzh the Athenien tribute lists.
In 480 sheé begen to strike eoins on @ 1light Attie stenderd; her
tetradirechns, for besuty end workmsnship ere not surpsssed by
those of sny other Greek oLty. = She was essessed sn ennual
tribute of twelve talents from 464 %o 460 H.0. 83 p member of
the Confedersoy of Deles.

But Ainos' weelth and grestness were short-lived; by the
third guerter of the fifth gentury, she had been reduced %o
poverty snd reletive obseurity. Her tribute esaessment wes re-
duged to gmwaxiy ten talents between 445 smd 440 B.0. In the
pext two yesrs it dropped to omly four telents; Aines peid no
tribnte whatsoever from 437 nnnnri-aq In 450 she issued & gold
coin bearing & figure of Hermes on A throne - 2 type Lssued only
three times during the olty's history, esoh ® time of serious
orisis. Agcording to A.B. West, the coin "wes &m emphetiec wey of
eslling upon thelr pstron god to bring =ld to his impoverished
proteges.” From this time on, the eity wes in @ reduoed
nenﬂitian.ag .

Byzentium's rise wes as matﬁfhriu rs wes the f8ll of Alnes,
In 464, the firat yesr ahe epperrs on the tribute lists, she pald
nothing. ™ive years leter, she was essessed four telents 3000
drschmee, which wes inoreesed to fifteen trlents in 443, eighteen
golents in 436, end twenty-one telents 4320 drechmee in 425. 490/

The simultsneous decline of Alnos #smd rise of Eyszsntium
were rooted in 2 single event: the sabatitution of the new see

route for the trediitionsl lend route. The impelling frotor wes
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the erertion of & native Threclen emplre which wiped out the
overlend route, slthough the Improvement in nevigstion end
shipoullding must heve contributed to the proecess. But the
militery event was dominent. Between the yeers 480 snd 460 B.C.,
Teres, the chlef of the OCdrysisns, & Thrsolem tribe, orerted en
emplire extending from Aﬁgifa in the Aegesn to the mouth of the

Denube on the Hlsck Ses, #nd lneluding =8 its subjeets the
4a

Threclian tribes, the formideble Getre end "the other hordes"
sround the Denube bordering on H¢rth1a.£§/ Under his suecessors,
Sitelkes and Seuthes, the emplre wes consolideted #nd mede into 2
great snd wealthy power. In 489, two yeers siter Teres' desth,
the Athenisns sought e&n slliesnge with Sitslkes, end Thueydides
observed thet his klngdom

wes thus # very powserful kingdom; in revenue and

gensrel prosperity surpessing sll in RFurope between

the lonisn gulf &nd the Euxine, ®nd in numbers and

military rescurces coming decldedly next to the

seythiens, with whom indeed no Europesn country oen

besr gompArison...4d4/

The rise of Yhis empire left the ell-sem route ss the only
slternetive »nd consequently impoverished Ainos. "The establish-
ment of the Odrysisn kingdom athwart the trede routes thet
provided the weslth of Alnos would bring mbout its virtusl
lztinntinn.“‘l agoording to Cesson's study on the history end
archeeclogy of this region. Sinee the ralds of the sevage Getee
eut off the twrede of “pollomis ms late ms Strebo's time, 46/ we
mey sssume the seme interferences st thet eerlier drte. The
ercheeclogiat end the numlsmetist sgree thet the growth of the

Gdrysien empire made #an end to overlsand trede. So close wes this
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negetive correlestion thet at the end of the century, eround 412 B.C..
Ainos enjoyed & temporsry r:;nrgﬁnau of werlth "sueh &s she hed .
not known for thirty jears” = B8 the result of & struggle for
supremeoy smong Odrysilem princes. After Seuthes' I death, # loesl
prince who hed ruled the terrltory from the Hebrus River %o the

Sen of Hermers wes exiled, =nd thls territory beosme laTafaﬁ from

the Cdrysisn empire. This turn of events onoe more apéncd up for
Anos the lend route o the Black Sem snd she enjoyed & thirty-yesr

prosperity whieh wes brought to sn end when the empire wes once
agaln consclideted under ﬂai;n.ig{ Correspondingly we find
Bysemtium's tribute reduced in 414 to fifteen telents from its
high of slmost twenty-two telents in 425.

The seme events which hed destroyed Alnos' trede route elso

eut off Bysentium from the hinterlsnd. Other Threeisn tribes,

nost notebly the /stee, begen & series of rsids which continued
for several centuries. These reids mede settled egrieulture
1mpnsa1h1u:‘i the city thus wes foreed literslly to the weter's
edge and by necessity had to meke her living from the ses.
Bysentium did not miss her opportunity: elmost overnight, she wes
deliberately converted inte mn emporium. Not the graduel growth
of economie forees but &2 politicel esteelysm led to the esteblishe
-ment of this trading plece. A mutileted deseription of this

trensformetion hes been preserved for us in the peeudo~Aristotelian

Ceconomice II (1246 b, 15-25), which will be disonssed below when

We consider the problem of the port of trade.
Byzsentiunm wes recnftnrud from the Persiens by the Hellenie

fleet under the commsnd of the Sperten, rausenina, in 479, end the
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50
¢ty wes resettled. But two yesrs lester, whemn Psusaniss showed

feraien sympethles, he wss sxpelled from the entire srem by en
fthenlan fleet under the commend of Gimnn.ﬁ Fensmnies' denlings
with the Yerslesn emperor were imperlilling the Blmok See gsorn
aupply.

The next twemty yesrs sew the estsblishment of the Confederaay
of Deles and itas conversiom into sn ‘thenlen empire. By 454, when
the treesury of the lesgue wes moved from Delos to Athems, the
leeague ineluded perheps 260 gities, grouped in five divisions: the
Threclen, Hellespontine, Toniem, Garisn, and the insulsr. The
Threcisn distriet ranged from Methone in the west to Ainos; the
Hellespontine included the Chersonese snd the Greek eltles on the
shores of the rropontis end the Blegk See. : During this period
Athens unsugoessfully ettempted to geln contrel of Threoce in the
north and Egypt in the south. She oepured Elon, at the mouth of
the Strymon River, in 476, but an sttempt 2t colonizetion wes
thwarted by the Thracien tribes. She also tried without suecess
to seise the elty of Doriseus, on the northern side of the mouth
of the Hebrus River (opposite Ainos which is on the south side).
Athens dld secure the sess sround Threce: in 474, for !zlmple,.sha
¢eptured the 1slsmd of Seyros, on the route to western Threee, and
Theses with its gold mines, off the Threcisan coest wes 2 member
of the Lesgue. The Igrptinn -:p-ditiunflntan&ui to cutflank
sersis, ended in totel dlsester,ln 456. : [

The power of Fersie thus blocked Athenien smbitions in the
south, while the growth of the Odrysisn empire prevented Athenien

exprnsion to the nartE}lnte Threee. Agoordingly the middle of J
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the century sew sn importent ahift in Athenien foreign polliey.
Perleles mrde Athenisn ende#vcnra tc veer from the morth, south,
And wantﬁ 0f the Mediterrenesn end to coneentrate in the direetion
of the Bleek See which wes now imperilled.

The lmmediate denger wee to the trede-route itself. The
Odrysien empire wes moving towerds the Fropontis: eontrel of
Bysentium end Sestos would have meent control of the trede gelng
through both ends of the Sem. Officlals had been sent to
Byzentium, smong other elties, in 4 b, to golleet the tribute and )_f,
t0 "represent ‘thems' interests," end speeisl n:ficlniﬁ. oelled
"warders of the Helleapont™, were atatinnni at Sestos to control
pessing lhlpl.aﬁ Byzéntium governs the exit from the Bosporus,
while Sestes, the "corn-chest of the Eirﬂnh:,'éﬁ/ guerrds the exit
from the Hellespont. 1In 447, therefore, rericles personelly led
en expedition to the Thraeisn Chersonese; he esteblished = glerughy
(military colony) with # thoussnd men, snd built 2 wall maross the
Isthmus between fegesn end Fropontis, whioh proteeted the isthmus
egalnst Threoisn 1n¢ura10nl.ﬁT 0f =11 his expeditions, writes
Flateroh, this one

wes held in most loving remembrenge, sinece
it proved the selvetion of the Hellenes who
dwelt there.

Pericles wes determined to proteet the trade route from
Greek e£a3 well ms berbsrien enomies. PFrom the Eul;ahpnnt eorn wWes
not earried direetly to the Pirmens, sinee thet would have enteiled
turning the sinister ecspe of Sunium a2t the southerm tip of /ittien.
This weas 2t 2 time when rerlcles wes "edmired anl-ﬁaluhrntﬁé even

emongst forelgners" for heaving eircumnsvigsted the Peloponnesus. 59/
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Instesd, the goods of the Hellespont were lended »t Histires, on
the morthern tip of Buboes. PFrom there they were oarried to the
Baboeosn Ses end shipped to Orepus, on the_nnttha:ndshgtq of_%ttiau,
thence overlend to ‘thens via n"‘lﬂ!isu .Eiq Eubnaﬁn.f;vﬁlg.in
447 thus crerted m denger to the Athenisn supply route fully es
great &s the Odrysisn expsmsion. lericles promptly sttrcked the
islend with fifty ships and five thousend hoplites s2nd brought it
to heel. The ;slanﬁ wes trested mildly, with but one exegepticom.
The eltizens of Histieea were removed ni & body end Atheniens J
were settled in thelr pleoe, begruse they hed dared interfere with
Athenlen shipping. As Elutﬁrqh puts it, Perieles trested

them, snd them only, thus inexorebly, beoruse

they hed teken a&n A%tiu ship unptive'anﬂ slein

its orew. 61/
Perleles'! wisdom in reeognising this threst end desling with 1t
wes borme out by Athenisn experiemce in the Peloponnesien Wer.
Wnen the Spertens oaptured Deceles in 413, grain hed to be aerried
by sea pest Sumium, "at grest cost." 62/ ‘

In 447, © eleruehy with twe thousemd men wes esteblished
slao on the isle of Lemmos, eEnd fifteen yesrs later one of &
thousend men on Imbros: - the islsnds gommending the approrch %o
the Hellespont from the Aegern. Between 458 end 426 Fericles
brought the Greek gities of the Black Ses rezion under the sway
of Athanl.a5 In 437-36, rericles led 2 "large #nd splendidly
equipped mrmsment” lntc the Blseck 5es, where

he effeeted wheat the Greek ﬁltiua desired,
end dealt with them humenely, while to the
nelghbvoring naetions af Berberiens with thelr
kings #nd dynests he displeyed the msgnitude
¢f his forces end the ferrless eoursge with

which they ssiled whithersoever they plessed
snd breusht the whole ses under their own

cantrol. ﬁj
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The Spertoeld dymesty In the crimﬁn, whieh wea $o remein friendly

to Athens for 2% lerat & century, wea estesblished in 437 iith
Ltthenlen sid, elong with the settlng up of &an Athenlen cleruchy

at nearby lrmyha-un.ggf The Spertoecid kingdom of Bosporus had sos
its capltal Psnticapeum, end leter ineluded Thecdosie, the two
prlnuipn; ports-of-trede for the Orlmeen snd Seythiem corn. For
rnaaunﬁgiﬂolturt-uff regerds =5 mysterious, Athens wes uneile to
gein & footheld in Olbim, e key eity on the north neatarn_ahnre;
the corn had thersefore to move emorose the Hlsek 3Ses snd then elong

the south western shore of the Black Seer on lts waey to the Bosporsm

86/
strelitas. Athenisn colonists were esterblished st Sinope, eommAnd-
ing that route, #s well &8s elther side of Slnope, st Astrous snd

87/
fmisus.

Athenien militery contrel of the eorn trede thus wes
complete. To insure her supremsegy, Athens forbede sny but 2thenien
ships i.e., ships eerrying greln to Athens, from entering the Biaek
Sep; the prohihlition did not stop short of the Zthenisn "Alllies.” Eej
Byzentium wes the foosl point of the systemj other stetes eould
buy corn 2t Bygsmtium only by specisl permission of Athens. One
such grent hss heen preserved for us, in the form of ® tresty
dated 436/b betwesn ithens end Methone, s Mecedonisn elty whigh
wes & member of the Athenien Lesgue., HMethone undertook to provide
2 body of soldiers for e gurrent ‘thenlem wer ln Threee; in retura,
she was grented permission to buy erch yefr # specified smount of
gorn in Bysentium. For erch purehese, written notlee must be given
te the Mthenisn offleirls =t Byzentium, #nd ne Methonlem ship ﬁay

proceed pest Byazentlum, 69/ It esn herdly be doubted theof under
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such eonditions eorn wes bought sné sold et proclrerimed equive=
lencies; the persistence, for severel centuries, of the belief
that the "just price™ for corn wes five drrchmme per mndinn,zgz

in the fsce of whsi aéperrs = seculsr rise In priees, probsbly hed
its roots in sueh proclasimed equivslencles. We should mlso note
at this point the persistence of # 2:1 retio of wheet to berley

pricea from the fourth te the second genturies, despite the violent
*

fluetuestions in the price of grein  in general. The modernizing

notion thet e eorn merket, onee estsblished, ocould heve seoured the
seme degree of continuity of suppllies snd snything llke the sanme
degree of stebllity of priees, spperrs entirely unreelistie.

Thus corn moves £long » speelifie trede route gusrded by
tthenien eclonies snd neval power, In scoordence with “thenien
foreign polley. The ecorn wes bought et the greet emporium of
Pentiempeum: Rostovtzeff infers s sort of Olkos trede on the pert
of the Gresk lords snd tyrents of thet reglon, in whieh they sold

both the products of thelr own feudsl eststes rnd, to #»n even

grester extent, the gorn purchesed from the Soythisn tribes of the
11:11:«11':\:3\1:*-.IE"r Herodotus reports, not without emsgement, that the
Seythiems grow corm "not for their own use but for snle. = In
the middle of the fourth century, the Bosporsa kingdom opened
snother emporium, Theodosis, which becsuse of its superior herbor
feellities soon supplented isntlospeum. 74/ These emporis could
not heve in their orgsnizetion differed essentlelly from the esrly
Eurepern fegtories snd ports of trede ms we find them est=blished
on the Pepper, Gold, Tooth and Sleve ﬂnngtq of West Africen. From

Pentloepeum, the corn erossed the Blemek Ser and moved slong the
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southern shore to Bysentium, where some of 1t wes resold to

verious Oreek ststes. The bulk wes shipped to the grest emporium
of the Pirseus, where two thirds {secording to & fourth eentury

1sw, but whlech probsbly existed rlresdy) hed to be ilmmedistely
errried to kthtnn.fs Thet the Oreek stotes of the melnlend did

in feet buy mueh of their food in the ‘thenisn emporium of Fireeus
is evident from the importence generrlly eseribed to Perleles!
deoree forbidding the Megrrisms from entering the !thenien morket -
the irmedirte owsse of the Pelopomnesisn Wrr. While Thuecydides
demonstrates thet this wes more # delibercte proveertion then &n
 underlying oeuse, /‘ristophanes' pieture of the stsrving Megerlisn
peesent in the Achsrniens esnnot heve been eltogether off the truth.
{ iristophenes gives this es the ceuse of the war in order to show -0

whet-he Fegerdse—% its trivislity). The 0ld Oligerch, elso ex-

pleins the eruciel role of Athenlan aes power in meintsining its

T ——

emplre:
Por there is no eity thet does not require to
import or export commedities; snd this will
be out of its power unless it be ocbedient to
those who heve the mestery of the ses. 76/

Athens' defsst by Sperts in the Peloponnesien Wer temporerily
destroyed her hold over the gorn trede. One of the instruments of
the Sparten stretegy wes, in feet, #2n attrek on the enemy's supply
route. fgis, bealeglng /thens in 409, ssw "vessel sfter vessel
laden with eorn resching Pireeus," snd degided that 2thens ecould
not be defesrted unless her corn supply were out off. He therefore
sent the son of the Hysentine proxenos 2t Sprrta fto Byszentium in
en effort to win over thet olty rs well os Oslchedon from *thens.??/

This oecurred sfter the Sparten orpture of Degeler - hrli wey
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between Oropus end Athens - hed elosed the lsnd route from Euboes.
fhe Spertens also sttempted to cut off corn shipments from Egypt.
fiventuslly, Athens lost her fleet, s#nd the wer, in 405.

As soon ms fthenien navel suyremeey wes recovered sfter the
Feloponnesien war In 394, & commercial tresty wss sigmed between
Athens snd 3Setyrus, the king of the Bosporen ltngdun.’a Butthe
administered trsda af 1hi innrth aanturr differed much trunythat
of the fifth, h: to the ﬂtgrun of Athunian nnntrnl,' In the fifth
eeéntury, “thens aﬁulnintaraﬂ the trsd;méiggnt singl&-hnnlualy
since the Bosporen cities were under her ruley ;In-the fourth
century, the rontio trrde wes administered e&s tresty-trerde between
grert powers. Athens ruled the seess only from the Threelen
Bosporus westwerd, while the now=-powerful Lingdom of the ﬂimmé#lan
Bosporus meinteined dominfnee over the Rlmek Eea.zgj The Haaﬁnran
kings were ghleftein troedars whose weelth derived from the sorn
trede which they epurepristed; ‘thens in turn needed the Bosporsn
gorn. In the seme wey, sfter Alexsnder the (Greet's desth, when
Bigypt under Itolemy rhilsdelphus ruled the ‘egesn, we find eclose
diplomstie relrtiona between the Bosporus #nd ngpt-ﬂu

Detells of this sdministered trrde during the reign of
the grestest of the Bosporsn kings, Teucon (02.388 to 348 B.C.)
heve been preserved im the speeches of Demosthenes. Leucon, "who
eontrols the trade,"” grented prlority of lading to sny wmerehent
gerrying corn te Athens end exempted such merehents from the
customs dues of & thirtieth. Bl/ These rights trrditionslly epplied
to Pentliespeum, the port of trede for ecorm. But Leuoon rlso cpened

snother emporium &s Demosthenes himself oells 1tjat Theaﬁaall;and fj
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82/
spplied the srme privileges there. Theodosie hed in earlier

times been #n importent emporium before Seythien ineursions
put #n end to thia her réégi Leugon's congquests restored
Theodosle o3 en emporium. In return, Athens oconferred eitizen-
ship on Leucon while exempting him from #ll civie obligetions,
end arﬁwnnd kim with = golden wresth st the ranethenreig festivel,
The deeree giving him these rights snd honcrs wes set out in
stone in triplic=te; one copy wes set up in the Pirreus, one =t
f#ntiasptuga end one in the temple of Zeus #t the entrence to the
Hleek Sem. In 347, the yerr following on Leucon's desth, his
aons Spertceus Il end Prerisedes I, who succeeded him, sent
emissrries to 2thens te¢ ennounce thelr fother's desth end their
intention %o continue his polieles; Athens set up # deeree in their
honer in the Eiraun%géulsa honoring # third brother who did not
shere in the rule). Ieerisedes begsme the ruler in 334/3, end
Demosthenes oredits him with 2 renewel of the privilagea.ggf

Wihile Athens wss the most fovored netion under this tresty
trede, she d1d not enjoy the sfme monopoly thet s= in the preeeding
eenfury. Thus, # deeree in honor of Leucon pessed by Aresdle in
469 B.0. suggests thet she, too, recelved some privilege. /And in
<60, lMytileme, on the islend of Lesbos, received permission from
Leucon to buy 100,000 medimns of corn at en export duty of only
1 1/9%; on exports sbove thet smount, » duty of 1 B/3 wes chrrged,
in itself & ssving of helf the normel sxport tex. gzj

Xing Ieucon mede also gifts of eorn to fthens. Demosthenes

seye thet the sl!tjtn 367 wes so lerge thet the sitomes { o temker- /
¥ / et -

liZe offleisl sppointed to purehese grein on governmentel rocount

during emergencies) hed » surplus of fifteen telents left for the
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88/
Presaury cfter disposing of the gr&tn._“f This should mern one

of two things. Either the greain wes #n outright gift snd wes
dletributed on some eonventlensl besis to the eitizeanry, the
remeinder being scld for the beneflt of the tressury, or else
Leucon sold the grein te Athens at muoh less than the normel
price, the {ifteen telents being the difference between the cost
snd the resele price. The first slternetive seems - in this pese —
more likely. Strebo, in writing of Theodosia's auperiurity oOver
rentiespeum, remsrks thst Leucon onee sent 2,100,000 medimms - a
very lerge smount - to /thena from fh&adosia.ai This mey refer
to the ssme or to snother gift, but it need not; 1t mey simply
represant the totel of & yeAr's shipments to fthens.

The exemple of Hytilene shows that the sdministered trade
between Athens e#nd the Crimee wes exceptionel. Hesebroek insists
thet "all the so-oslled comnereisl tresties whieh heve come down
to us from pre-Hellenistie times #2re concerned not with commercial
adveantages, but with the supply of corm snd other lndispenseble
gommodities, including meterisls for defence snd shlphuilﬁing%gﬂ
gBain suppllies were slmost universelly seenred through trestles,
whileh were generslly concerned with the right teo buy goods in 8
certein port or ports snd in obtaining sdventeges in trensportetion:
full or pertisl exemption from dues; sefety from selzure; snd
priority in 1aﬂinggl -~ .8+ the conditions of the ~‘thens-Bosporus
treade. :

Athens wes only pertislly suecessful in her efforts to
retein control of the western half of the Fontle route. In 367,

s treety with Clegzomense on the isie Minor coest, grented thet adoe
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92
elty permission to buy corm in eertsin aspeelfied ocities. Bat

other former dependencies, notsbly Byzentium herself, ssserted
thelr independence from time to time by sel;ing grein ships, elither
expropristing the gralm or forcing the shipe to pay duty. Thus,
during & Spsrten wer with ‘thens, In 387/6, the Sperten generel,
with eighty ships under his commend, prevented the ships from the
Bleeck Ses from sailing to Athqna.ga One of the first steps teken
by fhillp of Mecedon, /flexsnder's fsther, meking e bid for enm
fegesn euplre, wes to resech out for a strenglehold on Athenien
eorn supplys. Aecording to Demosthenes, King rhillp

seeing thet we heve more imported corn thamn sny

other people inm the world . . . went to Thrace,

snd first oslled upon the Byzentines, who were

his allies, to join in the wer sgeinst us. 94/
Athens hed inerersing difficulty in keeping Bysemtium within her
sphere of Influence. 1In 360, she found herself compelled %o convoy
her grein ships beceuse the Byszsntines were "egein" foreing them
to put into Bysentium end unloed thelr esrgo thare.gﬁ Instrnoes
of selgures of corn ahips by Bysantium, Oalehedon, Cymiecus, Chios,
Cos, Rhodes, ond Hecedonie sre recorded between 268 mnd 338, =
Two yesrs leter /lexsnder succeeded his fether on the throne; es
soon 238 his grert uﬂmpaigﬁu in the erst were lrunched, the corn
supply of the Hleck 3ea was diverted for the nae of his srmies,
end Athenisn treade wes presetieslly ot sn end. It e#sn herdly be
mere chence thet over the next yesrs Ittioe sew her worst femines
sinau Selonisn times.

liore then anythinz else the pollticsl genius of Perieles

h&ed been responsible for the orgenigetlion of Athenisn eorn treode

with the Blsack Ses. He wes ¢ messter of Heelpolitik: he wes
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governed by the prineiple of limiting Athenisn polliey to the

gtteinable. Control of the route to the ﬁlank See end of the
Surrounding countries was within the scope of /‘thenlsn power,
hence he sought to channel /thenisn efforts in this direetion
&nd 1o restriet them in cthers. Flutsreh, following upon his

desgripition of kericles' expedltion to the Elseck Ses, offers
this snalysie of rere insight:

But in ¢ther metters he did not eocede to the
veln lmpulses of the citizens, nor wees he swept
along with the tlde when they were esger, from
& sense of thelr greet power end good fortune,
to ley hends sgein on Egyft &#nd molest the reslms
of the XKing (i.e. of Persis) which ley slong the
sse. Meny =lso were possessed slresdy of thet
inordinete #snd insuspleious pession for Siolly
which wes efterwerd kindled into fleme by such
oretore sg Mlolbisdes. /Mnd some there were who
actusrlly dresmed of Tusesny end Certhege... 97/

Bat rsericles wes ever trying to restresin this

extrevegsnge of theirs, to lop off their

expfnsive meddlescmeness end to dlvert the

greftest psrt of thelr forces to the gusrding

#nd seeuring of what they slready hed won. 98/

Thet he wes right in seeking to confine the

power of the Athenisna within lesser OGreege

wes amply proved by what come to pass. 99/
feriecles, in short, developed the Bleok See gorn supply =8 en
alternative to the Egyptisn snd the Sieilien, whioh were blocked
by the power of rersis end Syrecuse. Athens hed mede » tremendous
effort to wrest power over Lgypt from Fersis & few yesrs esrller.
The sttempt proved mbortive fnd elmost ended in totel dissster.

rerioles eventuslly resisted all further sttempts to renew the

etteck on Egypt.
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I1.

Athens' intersst in Egypt was prompted =t lesst in port by
s deslre to 4mp Ngypt's vest grsin production. Thus, = Libyon
pretender to the throne 74-77 of Igypt sent & gift of forty thousend
medimms of wheat to Athens in 446 B.C. In the hope of winning her

100/
support. Some twenty years later, the Egyplsm king ‘mesis
sent Athems o lerge qusntity of bsrley during & fsmine, Ln exechange
for en sllisnee agalnat J.:'*m:-s.'m;lg':!")r it is this gift thet ‘ristophenes
ridiculed bearuse borley only wes sent, instesd of wheet. Corn
gleerly wes the mesns of persusding /thens to teke ®» hend in
Bgyptien-rersinn reletions. | :

It is difficult to essess the extent to which /thens received
grain from Bgypt durlng this perlod; the evidence is 1ncan?u;1va. 55
There mey heve been # trickle of trede between Greece and Egypt f
from the third millennium until 2bout the tenth century, when the

oM

gonvulslons ettendent the breskdown of the Mycemsen eivilizetlion ref
stopped it sltogether. Trade moved from Egypt slong the Syrien

snd Pelestinien coest, elther by lend or sees, then %o Cyprus, =nd

thence to Gruenc.lg&f ifter & three hundred yesnr ls=pse trade wes
resumed in the seventh century meybe beceuse of inerersed mestery

of the ses, sines 1t wes now possible to seil by see from Egypt

direetly to Hhodes snd Crete, ond thence to the Greek settlements

in Asie Minow. 103/ liiletus took the lead in this phese of the

trede, which was cerried on exclusively through the port of trede

of Weuoretis, founded st the end of the seventh century by the

Egyptien king Ammesis. 104/ There ls no mentlon of Athens in
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conneetion with Hauerestis In this eerrly perled.

Although most writarﬂlns assume thet corn wes one of the
prinelp=l exports from Werukretis, o list of Hgyptien exports to
Greece through th=t port of trede during the seventh end sixth

106/

centuries does not mention grein. {n the other hand, Egyptim
myths recorded by Dicdorus {en unrelisble source) sy thet some
of the snoient kings of Athens were Egyptisn. One in perticuler,
ireochtheus, “thfuugh his reciesl connections with Egypt brought
from there to Athens & great supply of grain" during » femine and

10%
thereby beerme king.

While gift trande of on cccorslonsl cherecter is on record
in the Lifth gentury, it 1s hard te determine how much trede of
& more regulsr sort did oceur. Certeinly the Fersien conguest of
Egypt must heve hed some disturbing effect, #smd Mallet, who heas
mnede & study of Greek-Egyptien relestions, believes that lgypt wes
not sn Lmportent source of grein for Athens in the fifth aanturr?ﬂa
On the other heand, = fifth century Athenisn poet, Beechylides,
quoted by /thenseus, spesks of

vessels filled with wheet (whieh) bring from

Egypt, through the shinlng weves of the sen,

the most precious of riches. 109/
However much whest ‘thens dld or did not obtein from Egypt, she
d¢ld not control the trsde. GSparts apperently drew some grein from
Lgypt, too since during the leloponnessisan Wer ‘thens rttreked the
Spertsn ilslend of Cythers (off the southern tip of Leconis),

where the merchent vessels from Egypt =nd
Lybia commenly put in. 110/

At the seme time, Athenisn lmports from Egypt ere indieceted im

408 H.C. Andovides persunded Oyprus to km 1lift its embrrgo on zrein
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expoerts to Athens, snd reports thet fourteen ships sre ebout
to enter the Pireeans, with more on their nay.lll Since the
cossting route from Egypt to Cyprus wes stlll populer, perhsps
more populsr them the direet ses routs,lla we mey ressonsbly
rssume that this shipment origineted in Egypt. F‘thenisn zrsin
importe from Egypt seem to heve inorersed In the late fifth
century, 28 'ndoecldes' speech indicetes. Thus, Rostovizeff
points to the prevelence of 'thenisn influences in Heukrstis in
the lete fifth snd fourth centuries, =s shown by the potiery s=nd
¢oinage finds.éagj In the middle of the fourth century, the
Athenisn senste pessed o decree in honor of & Weukretis celtigen,
Theogenes, & man

Elndily dlsposed towerd the “thenlen people, whe

does whetever good he ¢#n to those who come to

him on both publie business end privately. }&ﬁf
We mey nrssume thet the "publiec business" included the purchese of

COTT

111.

The third grest source of grein - the islend of Sielly -~
ley just outside the orblit of Athenien power. The position of
Athens wes tentslizing. The sige of the Sleilien corn crop ise
indiented by the offer mede by Gelo, tyremnt of Syreouse, to
supply eorm "for the whole Grecisn srmy" for the duretion of
the Fersien Wer, on condition th#t he be mede commender-in-chief
e¢lther ol the Greek army or of the Greek fleet. 115/ While there
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is no positive evidence of Sieillien whest exports to Greece
pefore the £ifth century, we cennot doubt that there wes, in
frot, slgnifiesnt trede; the weatern colonles could have paiiﬁ/
for their imports from eontinentel Greece only in this way.

while the volume of trsde during the fifth nantnfiliﬁnnut be
seeurately judged, it wss of & regular chsrscter. The
Feloponnese wes the mein customer.

Athens wes brrred from this souree by Corinth whioch ast
retride the trade route. Her atrstegic slte, together with her
colonies in the Adriestic gzeve her dominenoe over trade with the
weat.ilg/ The Athenisn bresk with Corinth sbout 460 2t the time
of the expedition to Egypt esn have heen mesnt only &s sn sttempt
to press for the mestery of sll oversess sources of grnln.llgf
Athens first sttecked Corinth indireotly by selzing legins, des-
troying the commerce of Megere end bringlng Boeotlms to hesel, so
as to gein & footing in the Corinthisn Gulf. But ultimetely,
seguring of imports from the west depended upon st lesst pertiesl
gontrol of the Sicilien &nd Southern Itelien ports of trede them-

selves. "Nothing less then the success of the Syrecussn expedition

1 EDH *MJ_J’
aould heve sghleved 1t". !huarfﬂa rtrenisns intervened on

behelf of the Leontines in their loesl wer with Syrecuses

upen the plee of thelr common descent, but in
reellity to prevent the expoertetion of Sieilien
eorn to reloponnese and to test the possibllity
ef hrlnging Sielly intc subjeotion. 121}

f&h—g o or e i, Hhe bonsd resaiiis
It wes his th#nut o the foocd pplies of the }elepnnnasa thet
:-;. & At Ol | ik,

bruught ﬁthpns Sperte. The Athenlsn pressure

o

tuwnr&s tha Corinthian isthmua wos eletedy recognized ss 2 peril
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to Sperte end her sllies; Sperts and Corinth were ¥iewms drewn :
; ,ﬂ-o ﬁ"t; R r et s ,-”“-:LJ-Z"Q
together by the common dsnger. Tme Feloponnesisn Wer wegs the

outcome of the Athenien sim of contrelling the westerm corn

SUPpPLYy
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Chapter 356. Securine corn imports

Why did Athens, the site of the first important market place in

history, the famed agora, herself never become a pioneer of market trada? ime

l'dghy did her extreme dependence on imported grain, combined with her experience

in market methods not make her take the lead in the establishment of an inter-
national corm market which, on the face of it, should have solved her prublemcz-
Ohe need nut et b mﬂustomcal prejudice in i‘am;'ur of market methoeds to sen .
! fhff / __':_-;(; Tt Py Lo .
the problem of Athenian corn trade in these /tems.
dccordingly, our points of enquiry should be: To what extent did the con-

ditions of the corn trade permit the development of market trade? Or, convers Fly,
how far did thoge cireumstances diseourage such a development and m—iﬁﬁo use

,f« administrative methods of trading in order to ensure the supply of corn? Wa¢

The answer, we submit, lay in th?L’
-&éz—ﬂé resioas J
gangraphimal and pelitical structure of the irhehes—swwhym 4% WALGH su ieS and

M P s s Vot wn#ﬁfﬁ-‘-’“ﬂ-’ il s B Tomndl das tole Lo J}t. ,J
Ame aitnated. w}mhtary and politieal pnwarj\to anaire

Al Ko sotres, Aodor s
the forthecoming af the Hup}:uliesj and ﬁ*hs safety of the trade mute&;\ M 5 #
f the asbmwed. methods and organization of trade.

——

line benths of the matter is comprised in the geographical circumstances
which kept Attica at all times keenly anxious for the provenance of her daily
bread from overseas, and made her eventually seek out the Black Sea, Egyplt and
Siecily, in succession. The resi mey be summed up in the zl-a-:ngnition that
while Athenian fereign policy was corn policy, th.n.t..-po&t;;r was never alfected
by commercial considerations or inspired by se-called trade interests. The
reason for this apparent paradex will be manifeast from himm 2 bare outline of

the‘{Eist-ary of the corn trade.
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-‘g:{EEﬂFa were to look for sny one determining feotor

Greek economip development, It would unguestionsbly be thet

By eree's preponderent dependence on imports for her food supply.
Q%Greeca as & whole lecks pesture lend and Attiea's soll is best

sulted for the growing of oll snd vine. At no time sffer the
Solonie erisis did Athens rsaise more then a frection of her /
grein. Yet graiﬁjsupplemented by fresh end dried fiayfaunstiifxff/'
tuted the staplel of her dletel —

Greek'snaisl #nd politicel thought reflected this
unalterahle‘;£:;:¥:::; The Greeks mever developed a diseipline
of sconomies becsuse the country could never rely for its food
supply on the msrket. Instead 1t turned to politiesl theory
whieh #lmost to this dsy hes retesined the osst of the mould of
the Athenisn polis. Her ever unassuasged need for sn edequrte
food supply made the prinelple of self suffieiency the besie
postulete of her existence snd thus of her theory of the ldesl
stete. Auterky wes to the Greek mind the retionsle of the polis.
On this point Aristotle sgreed with Pleto - they both thought
th;ﬁﬁigf citisen pnpuirtiﬂn of the polis should consist of fermers.
I?ﬁmpﬁhe history of Athens no other lesson could be drgwn.

There is sgreement emong scholers of entlquity cver thls
extreme dependence on lmports. Rostovtzeff hes shown thet e&s
lete sas the third century, this inedequeoy wes so pronounced
thet not = trege of commercisl rivelry cen be found between the
two grestest grain producers, Egypt snd the Bosporus. Grundy
insists thet every Greek stete, with the possible exeception of

Thessaly snd Euboee, was to £ grester or lesser extent dependent
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on imports. . J=rde, the suthority on the subjeet, suggesis
thet Athen's dependence wes so great that she oould slweys
sbsorb sny amount of imports without their eeusing ® feilure

3
of domesatie prices.

It is possible to make A erude estimete of the Athenisn
deficit in grein stuffs. Since stetlsticel scourecy eennct be
stterined for antiquity, the figures cean do no more then indicste
orders of megnitude.

On the populstion of Atties the cselouletions of A.W. Gomme
remein suthoritetive. He estimmtes the total populetion 431 B.C.
as Elﬁ.ﬁﬂd; of this total, 172,000 were citizens, 28,500 meties,
end 115,000 sleves. Six yesrs lster, after the plegue, the totsl
population wes 216,000, with 116,000 cltizens. In 323, Gomme
estimetes the populetion as £66,000: 112,000 eitizens, 42,000
metics, snd 104,000 slwvea?ﬂr;hﬁ.pﬁpulﬂtian of rMtiem, therefere,
mey heve renged between 200,000 &nd 300,000, the letter figure
belng epprosched before the ravages of the plague in the beginning
of the Peloponnesisn War.

pur only informstlion on Athenlisn domsstie produgtion end
imports is for the lste fourth century. An BEleusien inseription
of %29 B.0. records Attle production et 366,650 medimmns. But of
this totsl, only 28,500 medimms were wheat, the rest barley, &
ratin‘ cf less then one %o t:en?#};hile this probebly wes & femine
yeer, Gomme estimetes the maximum poasible produetion a2t 410,000
medimms, Tod =t 450,DDﬂ:ﬁf?ﬁnl&pting.Bﬁlnuh's eatimste of an

evernge per ospita consumption of six medimns, = maximum of 75,000

people eould be supported from the domestie produnetion. With =
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populetion renge of two to three hundred thnﬁsand, minipum
imports of one to one end one-helf million medisms would be
required, or two to three times the domestie produetion. DNomestie
production, must have been insuffiecient even to feed the egrarien
populetion; In 170 B.C., when the populetion of Attiems wes probebly
mueh smeller them in the elessierl ers, Athenlen ambesssdors at
Rome elsim thet Athens "feeds even the husbendmen with imported
uurq."?4£

The dependence on imports wes even greater then this
stetistieel zuess would indigste. While the populetisn 2= & whole
depended on lmports for e lerge proportion of its food, the
eiti;ﬂnry depended on imports plmost entirely. Our figures
referred to the totsl of whest end berlsy. But berley wes con-
sidered £it only for sleves end meties; # citizen would eet berley
only A£ there were_no sliternstive,—t+ey if he were very poor or
if femine conditions prevailed. Aristophenes, sneers et the
Fabidoized democratic grein distributions, reminding his sudienee
that the glft of five medimns in 424 B.C. wes mere b#rley#i
spesker in the Delnosophlsts seys:

We heve no interest in hmrley sinee the town 1=z full
of wheet breed.&°

But While wheat wes considered the oitizens' steple, it consti-
tuted no more then one-tenth of the domestie Athenien eorop -
enough to feed perheps eight or nine thoussnd eitizensy, Imports
thus qulte generslly mesnt wheet lmports. A lsrge proportion of
the slrves could probebly be fed by domestle barley; the eifizens
depended sntirely on 1mp0rt§f¥ﬁéueh was mostly the aase, agecordln

to Nsum Jesny's research on snaient sgriculture, wheat "domineted

the internstlional grein frade of the elrasierl ere almost to the
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exclusion of the others." &+

OQur estimate of the extent of Athens' dependence on lmporta
iz confirmed by & £8monus speegh of Demosthenes, in whieh he ﬁhservas
thet 400,000 medimmi of wheet had been imported from the Pontus in
558, snd thet the imports from "there" genewelly equel Athens'
totel lmports from »ll other saurnas?%r;he figure, he seid, conld
be verified by checking the books of the inspeotors et the emporium.
This would emount to tetel whest imports of only £00,000 medimms
for thet year. But KpE%?&lnv, 2 Russisn philologlist, insists that
& s8tudy of the syntex cf Demosthenes' phrase shows conclusively
thset 800, medimmi werc mesnt ss coming from the Bosporus, not
406,000. /Aaeepting these flgures, we get totel ilmports of 1,600,000

medimns. Ineluding the home erop this would smount to about

2,000, UDD mad imns - the probeble yeerly reqnirement.

There is no need to stress the point further. There is widaspread agree-

ment to-day that corn supply c!nminat»ad Athenian foreign polic Grundy blunt-

8o 15 0g 16
1y asserts that foreign policy was food policy. So does Clotsz. Eancotte
/ oL

observes that "la prem:.ere des questions economiques pour les Gracaﬂ\celle du
91 /7
pain. “
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Only three instsnces nzfe to mind of grest powers whicgﬁﬁﬁémﬁﬂ
W P T L
lergely imported thelr food supply:, Athens end Rome in sntiquity,
end Britain, epproximstely sinee 1770.
Pree trade Englsnd represents the c¢laseic instsnce of relience
for food on & world merket. She virtuelly destroyed her domestie
sgriculture sfter 1646 in the name of the dootrine of comperetive
gosts., For half &2 gentury her weslth snd power spperently Jjusti-
fied her 2bnegstion of self-sufficienoy. But sinee World War I
it hes become inereesingly evident thet the suecessful funetioning
of the world merket itself depended on Britein's finsneliel,
Argousyebim  of tondtd dnaile .
militery or politie2l control of the #eade routes end sourees—of
gupply4 Having lost thet oontrol, Britesin finds herself dependent
on the trescherous maahagY;m of a;wﬁr;ﬂ merket. An ineresse in rew
meterial prieces due to srmaments snd stoekplling thresatens the
stebility of her whole economy. ©She is at present trying to free
herself from such & dependence through long-term bsrter sgreements,
eurreney control, licensing errsngements end other instruments of
adminlstered trade.
The Romen Empira.adapteﬂ the other erlternative. Rather
then rely on the "world corn merket" whieh hsd been esteblished
in the lete fourth century in the eastern Medlterreneen, Rome
smashed thlis msrket and brought the ohlef grain produeers under
her direot eontrol. 3Slolly wes conguered first in the third
century, snd throughout Romen history remsined her "storehounse.™

In the yeer 6 A.D., the emperor sssumed the responsibvility for
feeding the city of Rome; he f£illed this obligstion ably, through
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the tributes levied in kind on the proving¢es. Besldes 8leily,

Josephus tells us thet BEgypt sent enough gorn to ﬁgaa Rome for

four months and Africs enough for eight monthaj this probebly

smounted to 2,900,000 end 5,800,000 medimni resp&ctively{ﬁ?ﬁ

Since the emperor's responsibilities extended fer beyond the

feeding of ﬁhﬂ olty of Rome, - the srmy &nd the imperiel house-

hold alsc hesd to be fed, methods of administered trade were .,
PACTA e

employed. Rostuv%eﬂ, when 1155-1;1_.115 what he deems to be{é -

o, B
extensive cspltelistlie aotivity attme Empire, is foroed to

197 W C
admit the predUiiinery

“Ti_ﬂlh‘ﬁ

It must be edmitted. . « that the lergest consumer

wes the lmperiel snnona and thet most of the merchents,
who frequently were st the same time shipowners end
owners of storehouses, worked on behalf of the emperor,
thet is tc sey, on behelf of the populetlon of the eity
of Rome and the army... The imperiel annona wes the
¢hief moving foree in the interprovinclal trade, buying
snd trensporting lerge messes of ocorn, oll, wine, meet,
fish, lumber, hides, metsls, end clothes for the needs
of the armies on the Rhine, Deanube, and Fuphrates, ag&L
some of these articles for the needs of the eapitsl.®*??

of sdministered trede.

Athens never esghlieved the lmperial splendor of Rome. During
oli're Ly il Kty
& memorsble half oentury she ruled, the trmde routes and controlled

the spourges of supply in the Esstern Sess. When her stretegio hold
Legt

WES Wi ", she turned to 2 complex of

sdministrative methods to seoure her food supply.
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But let us beginm at the beginning.

{;fg“iha Solonie embsrgo on the export of corm is the first 5
instence of eorn supply being brought within the reslm of publie
poliey; 1t never left thet pleee.

One meeting of the Athenien ‘ssembly ln eseh pryteny - &
tenth part of the yeer - wes oslled the "scvereign" Assembly; in
this meeting, sccording to Aristotls,

the people heve to retify the continusnce of the

magistrates in office, if they sre performing their

dutles properly, end o consider the supply of corm,
and the defence of the country.?22/

Corn supply, nationsl defence, snd the continuing supervision of

the maglstretes, in other words, sre the three subjeets which must

be considered &t leest once durlng each session of the Assembly.

gorn supply is prominent on & list of subjeets any prospective

stetesmen must mmster, seoecording te Xenophon; the others ere stete

revenues =nd expendltures, wer, home defence, #nd the silver mines;ﬁ}zg
The Soloni¢ embargo wes never repesled. Rather it wsa re-

inforoed. Legislation was designed, in e generel wey, to drew the

greatest possible smount of grein to Athens snd to prevent the

movement of grain sway from Athens. No Athenimﬁ resident wes

permitted to tramsport grein enywhere except to Athens; the

"severest penelties" were prescribed for vinlatinn?+2:2 sea-loan

sould be mede on any ship or eergo unless it were speeclfied thet

8 return osrgo 0f corn or gertein other legelly specified commodities

2=2Y
were brought to Athens. We mey sssume thet timber and other supplies
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for shipbuilding figured prominently on the list, although only
corn 1s mentioned in the sources. Since, Bs we heve ssid above,
the petty emporos could herdly put to sea without the ses-loenm,
this reguletion must heve been of grest importsnge.

As mey perhaps be inferred from these passeges, the
orgenization of corn supply wes en instence of sdministered treade.
The eotual trading was done by the chersoteristic metio trader, st
lesst &t the Greek end. Greeee knew no tamker type of trede
exeept in tlme of emergeney. Yet the trmde routes, the terms of
trade - including price, to a consideresble extent - the sources
of goods - ell this wes fixed by trestles or other diplometio
arrengements, and the setusl treading took place #3 8 rule in a
port of trede. The extent toc which this trede wes adminlstered
is suggested by = pesssge in Aristotle's Rhetorie. In speclfying
the matters & stotesmen mnst be conversant with in order to
edminister stete affeirs, he seys thet

in regerd to focd (he) must know what smount of

expenditure is suffieclent to support the Stete;

whet kind of food is produced st home or can dbe

imported; and whet exports end lmports ere necessary,

in order that contrects and sgreements mey be made

with those who cen furnish them. (I, 4, 11)

’ The great corm producers listed by Theophrastus were

-:.-"-'g,wi.a Assyris, Egypt, Lyble, Pontus, Threece, snd Siuilij"__i;l esrlier

1h, times the power of Persie blocked Lthenisn apeess to the Esst, as

Well #s to Egypt end Lybie, in the south, elthough Athens sppesrs
to have drawn some corn from the lestter; the rise of Syrecuse, in
& ;"J: 3
the west, along with the rivelry of the Peloponnesus, checked ﬁﬁrmfﬂvﬁ
Lvraag. ¥
JJthenian influenge in Sielly. Threee snd the Black Sea region -

pertieulsrly theﬂ:ﬂnﬁ?ﬁrimean.hlnferland - thus served es the

chlef grenary of Athens in the clessigsl period.
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II.
Peisistratus was the first fo extend Athenian pewer lLowards the north gast,
Thrace and the Black Sea region. He reconquered Sigewm on the sothgrn.share
of the entrance to the Hellespont, and supported Miltiades in occupying the
northern sliere , the Thracian ChersoneseThe corn of this region may have

been paid for by the black-figured Attic vases and\i
L.

archaio Athenisn gold snd bronze-work dsting from this period,
whioh have bsen found there in lerge numbers. The trade wea made

possible by the &stablishment of & "steble equilibrium" Bmong the
Y.

Seythlian tribes at ebout this time. Fersisn expsnsion into Earope

durlng the lest two deosdes of the sixth uantur%ﬂ@uat have out

0ff this trede, whloh wes resumed on 2 grend scale immediately

efter the Persisn defeat at Sslemis. AR

Ié-éeéﬁ; ﬁouﬁ#ful wheﬁﬁer, before the sérenhh céntury, Greek trade with
the Hlack Sea region was of any account. At that time a mumber of Greek co-
lonies , largely under lilesian auspices, were established - first on the
south shere of the Black S5ea then on its north shore. Not until the fifth

/
century were these brought under Athenian influence or control.
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b Uﬁ/he middle of the fifth aantury)( tha
Fﬂﬂ products of the Tﬂg
&*:Elﬂak Se& were mmwm: t&m wa;r by toc Greegs.

f Rt

Throughout ﬂntiquitj indee ?ﬂ'en tﬂdﬂd tha pawerful gn
treagherous currents of the Baéfﬁf_ﬁg;ére sreatly :eared}a
Polybius' description of them has beeome famous (Iv, 43). This
was perticulerly %true before the é&emerkahla pragraaﬁ in navi{ga—
tion snd shipbuilding whieh resulted from the Persian Wars. The
early sesfarers never breved the open ses, if it wes possible fto
goast along the shore; but they were in mortel fesr of turning ®&

¢ The
oepe, preferring to portage their tiny beats. Aearly treders

therefone avolded turning the oepe fto the Bosporus.

VI 7% G £ G vy, o PP
Insteaﬂ of ﬂteﬂi eoross the Sem of Mermdre and the Dardsnelles,

S

f th thai guaﬂs they lsnded them on the west coest of the Black
Sea s;ut nﬂessas, Mesembrie, or Apollonie. From here, they had
them eerried overlend to the Hebrus Velley, thence dow. the Hebrus

River to the grest emporium of Ainos (jenus) on the Afegeen outlet
27 3 &
of the river. This ecity, slthough legEmes In the most berren part
9928
of Thrace, was one of the wealthiest in that regiem, occupying in regard to

the Black Sea trade = miaswhepim position as strategic as was that of Byzan-
30622

tiélr-ﬁwmm. The rivalry of Ainnf_énq:_ ZEII‘L‘-i‘IJ.‘II:J
f “will disclose in comcrete terms the military and political conditions of the
corn hrade. e
Lt pot ptivte g T land rmie
h@\ rfﬁ?{; /.{ N,s 0;’] P e r.’:'? ﬁf bea e .;.;
’ﬁ f Byzanmtium, the Constantinople of our days, ran neck 1o neck with Ainos

1
f in the fifth century B.C. in their race for primacy. Settled in the middle of

the seventh canturyL) seventeen years after the ciiy of Calchedon on the opposite

side of the

e - o ST . e e
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ft.mﬂ'l-w"&
strﬂlt& Byzentium Pant like Calchedon, &n unimportent agri-

cultural settlement for the mext two centurlies. She was u&ﬁﬁﬁ, 5?@5
ueEisgsler then Celeohedon only beosuse of her auperinr_fisheriauf%+
Celchedon, ss noted, wes settled scmewhat earlier than Byzentium,
begsuse of the grester fertility of her soll; Byzentium's fish-

eries were spperently not utllized untll somewhat leter. Herodotus,

5m¢ﬁfnnufa e alnessy wy'

writing in the middle of the fifth cemtury, when Byzentium's f;ﬁﬁfhij

wes evident ihiﬁtﬁ ?

Uhslaeﬂcnians thelir blingness
-5££&-_ 'éz f

J"‘ﬂfq' ,:i?#

But thls only zﬁsvﬁa tharire¥%ﬂus unimportann-at.the jﬂﬂ!seu route ™

'ca.

from tha aéﬁﬂhhieﬂi hﬁhr the perfeet loostion of Byzsntium oould

not have been overlooked, if trede had moved through tha_sﬁrnlta

et all?"ainue the currents foree every BhipAto stop there. Certeinly

Some of the gorn trsde did pass through the Hellespont; thus

Herodotus deseribes Xerxes watohing corn ships passing through the
7oA

Hellespont on their wey to fegine and the Peloponnese, snd reports

thet when Miletus exiled its tyrent, Histiseus, he seiled to
Byzentium with eight triremes snd selzed every shlp coming from the
Bleck Beaﬁmﬁﬁ?;;y be, however, thet Herodotus is gullty of an
enachronlism in this regerd, these events ocgourred slmost seventy-

five yeers before he wrote, end in the meentime Byzentium's
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greatness may have become so famed that he could not conceive of an alternative
routeln any event, no mention is made of Athens receiving Crimean corn at that
time.

Jyzantium fell before the Persian advanee into Burepe im 512 B.C., and tﬁ&?}
pupulatiut:‘ fled to the Hlack Sea port of Mesembria; the city was mié;h}lfmed
and was not resettled until its recapture from the Persians in L79. Peaminm
Ihriigg_ﬁtgﬁsfggriad Persian 4

/infiuence and control extended through all of Thrace; Ainos and the other Greek
357100 GwwNe.

cities of the Charsonese began issuing coins on the rersian standard. ?vf-u_
st have been now cut off from her Black Sea corn supuiy.

479 B.C., the year of the Persian retreat from Eurepe, marks the height
of Alnes' glory and wealth, whieh ecan be traced through her coins and through
the Athenian tribute lists. In L0 she bagan to strike coins on a light Attie
standard; her tetradrachms, for beauty and worlmanship are not surpassed by those
of amy other Greek city. JLﬁilsslﬁlle was assess~d an anmal tribute of twelve talents
from L5h to LSO B.C. as a member of the Confederacy of Delos.

But Ainos! wealth and greatness were short-lived; by the third quarter
of the fifth century, she had been reduced to poverty and relative obscurity.
Her tribute assessment was reduced to ten talents :Ezzhﬂ\;ﬂﬁhﬂ E.G.ﬂ h; next
two years it drupgg g:t?.u only four talents; Aines paid ne tribute whatscever
from 137 onward. In 50 she issued a gold coin bearing a figure of Hermes
on a throne - a type issued only three times during the eity's histery, each
a time of serious crisis. According to A,B. West, the coin "was an emphatic way

-89 38
of calling upon their patron ged to bring aid to his impoverished protégés.’
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Prom this time on, the eity wes in a reduced condition.
Byzentium's rise wea &8s meteoric &£s waazs the fall of
Ainos. In 462, the flrst yesr she appesrs on the tribute lists,
she peid nothing. Plve jyeers leter, she wes ﬁﬁigsseﬂ four
telents 3000 drachmee, which wes inoreesed to fifteen tselents in
4435, elghteen telents in éEﬁland twenty-one telents 4320 drechmse
; e
in 455
The simultesneous decline of Alnos™ end rise of Ryzentium
were rooted in & single event: the substitution of the new sea
route for the treditionel lend rounte. The mﬁé&rtfsetotjggggiz?ggj
this ghenae wes the c¢reetion of & native Threcian empi;e whiech
wiped cut the overl&nd route, #lthough the improvement in nevige-
tion end shipbuilding must heve contributed to the process. But
the milltery svent wes dominent. Eefween the yeers 4E0 end 460
B.C., Terea, the ehlef of the Odryslans, & Threcisn tride, erested

an empire extending from Abdere in the fegeen %0 the mouth of the

; H2 Y :
Danube on the Bleck Sea, end including es its subjeots the
Threcien tribes, the formideble Getee &and "the other hordes™
¥3 :

ground the Danube bordsring on 3eythia. Under his successors,

1

Sltelkes snd Seuthes, the empire wes consolideted end made into
& greet end wealthy power. 1In 423, two yeers &fter Teres' death,
the Atheniens sought en ellience with Hit?lkﬁS; end Thpeydides
observéd that his kingdom

Wes thus & very powerful kingdom; in revenne &nd
genersl prosperity surpessing &ll in Furope between
the Ionlien zulf snd the Euxine, &nd in numbers and
military resources coming decldedly next to the
Seythiens, with whom }nﬁeed no Eurcpeen country cen
besr compErison... ¥ -

S
The estepiiahment of this ampi?%{i;rﬂeﬁ“thc—&&ba#%tﬁﬁéen
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4;_,—,2.("__; owd alinia e

“f—the £ll-se8 rout#»:nu consequently impoverished Alnos.

"Mhe esteblishment of the Odrysien kingdom athwert the trede

routes that provided the weelth of Atnos would bring ebout

eyl o :
its virtuel extinetion,” eccording to Cesson’'s study on the

histery end ercheeclogy of this region. Since the reids of

the sevege Jetae cut off the trade of Apollonia es lste &as

e : . i ’
Strebo's time, we mey esssume the seme interfergnces £t thet
s o

eerlier dete. ™he ercheeclogist end the numismetis sgreed thet
ﬂvﬂmﬁﬁjima

the growth of the Odrysien empire mede Fn'Eﬁd'tcAfrede,u-ﬁef
30 close wes this negetive cﬂrrelﬁtion thet et the end of the

gentury, eround 412 B.C., “LIGS enjoyed # temporery resurgence
P ﬁ:ﬁﬁ-lﬂ’?

of weslth "such 2= she hed not known for thirty yeers" - &s the

result of 2 struggle for BUpremecy smong Cdrysisn princes. After
Aeadle Q.»&MWM Wheo bamd Yeated e

T e e | uFun-&u tfrrltory from the
{l.'q_ -:Li' e q_-"l.ﬂ..-
Hetrus Hiver to tn wes exiled,
o P Tl Wﬂpg Oace. Aewore.
end hiz terrltorJﬁgevcred from the Cdrysien Fmilre.; Biribx opened
frtuos

uk th: 1end route to the Bleck Ses émeimfopdlnisy #nd & she
enjoyed a thirty-yeer prosperity which wes brought tﬂ};m end when
tne empire wes once eBgsin consolldsted under GGt;FS#SGT‘TESQUHﬁ—
ingly we find Byzantium's tribute reduced in 414 to fifteen
telents from its high of Elﬁﬂ;ﬁ twenty-two telents in 425.

The seme events which destroyed Aincs' trade route slsc

’fmm&.g
cut off Byzentiumbks hinterland. Other Threacien tribes, most

notebly the Astse, begen £ series of reids which continued for

severel agenturies. These reids mede settled sgriculture
e :

impossible; the eity thus wes forced literelly to the wsater's

edge and by necessity had to make her living from the see.
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Byzentium did not miss her opportunity: slmost overnight, she e iy fln ve
1!.311' .{fu B s el ie ﬂfﬁm‘g f’q»hc.l., Mﬂﬁ-ﬂ-ﬁ&w cﬂ&o%fm Al a?&nr M.lflﬂ"-ﬁ.hﬁhlu( g?’ o
wes deliberalely converted into en emporium., & mutilated

deseription of this trensformetion nhes been preserved for us in
the psendo-Aristotelien Qeconomies IT (1346 b, 13-25), which
will be discussed below when we consider the problem of the
purt}ufftrxﬂe-

Byzentium wes receptured from the Fersiens by the Hellenie
fleet under the commend of the Sperten, Psusenies, in 479, end
the eity was resettlaiﬁéﬁﬁzit two yeers leter, when FPeusenis 5‘*"“""“"‘:':r
v o o - g 1 nies
gridended Cfersisn sympethies, he wes expelled from the entire

+33 57
grée by &n Atheniern fleet under the commend of Cimon. Peusenies'
dealings with the Yersien emperor were imperilling the Bleek 3Ses
corn supply.

The next twenty yeesrs sew the estsblishment of the
Confederecy of Delos end 1ts conversion into esn Athenien empire,
By 464, when thre tressury of the Lesgue was moved from Delos to
Athens, the lesgue included perhesps 260 cities, grouped in five
aiviﬁiunSE the Threecisn, Hellespontine, Ionien, Carisn, &nd the

insuler. The Thracisn distriet renged from Methone in the wesst

to Alnos; the Hellespontine included the Cherscnese end the

Greek elties on the shores of the FPropontis fSer—eiiermensy £nd
+23 52
the Bleck Sed, During this period Athens unsuccessfully sttempted
o The Auati M fe foude
to zein control of Thrpcehrnd BEirty . 3he gaptured Eion, at the
mouth of the Strymon River, in 476, bu @&’eolﬂni?ﬁtiu ettempt ﬁ#f;
‘ Vool Puccers

was thwarted by the Threcisen tribes. She also feidedSmremre=ttempt

to seize the city of Doriscus, on the northern side of the mouth

of the Hebrus Riverglopposite Ainos whieh is on the south side.
FARES
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Athens did secure the sees sround Threee; in 474, for exemple,
she ceptured the islend of 3Seyros, m:‘iia ute to western

e 21y I:a'l-!l{,x'

Thrace, snd Thescs with its gold mi r,gfﬁﬁs_a member of the

Leazgue. The Hgyptien cxpeditiiBlEEEEEzjn totel dis ster in
456. C/?L&MM b MFE&I‘-‘-&{ ;’?ms

The power of lersise thus blocked Athenisn embitions in

the scuth, while the growth of the Odrysisn empire prevented

Atheniean expension to the north into Threce, rkﬁf?&hFI$H¥#F$Gﬂ#
1Hn=$h&aiﬁﬂh£&§r ﬂﬁ—;hﬁ»&h:ﬂ~#ﬁﬂ¢@—ffﬂm’thﬁ—qiﬂﬁk—ﬁﬂﬁg The

middle of the gentury tees ssw sn imp@rtﬁnt shift in fthen:an

foreign policye ®8 Fericles 1EBkJ%Qﬂ@?r—%#ﬂﬂvk+ﬁﬂ—1ﬁ*iﬁﬁhﬁP
avotoag Lo
Ty mﬁde Athenlen ebeemsade aveerg from the nerth, south, £nd
: 53
West fe—tha sersteinty of fe Wiotionnawod m&%mwmﬂ‘fﬁi
Mﬂémﬂ?ﬁ'{ﬁ-ﬂ T N NS T i tenftncls)
The #eaf immediete denger wes to the trade-rcute itself,
The Qdrysien empire wes moving towsrds the Fropontis: control of
Byzentium end 3estos would have meent control ¢f the trede gzoing
through btoth ends of the See. (Officiels hed been sent to
Byzéntium, smong other cities, in 465 %0 collect the tribute &nd
; ; - kg
0 "represent Athens' interests," and specisl offieisls, called

"werders of the I&llesponﬁ;.were stationed &t Sestos to control

A SE ) frvees
p&ssing ships. Byzentium the exit from the Hoesporus
E o /4 ) *
Lot s, 3

while Sestos, the "corn-chest of the Eiraﬁusﬁ" ) %ﬁkthe exit
from the Hellespont. 1In 447, therefore, Fericles personelly led
en expedition to the Threcien Chersonese; he estsblished B
elerueny (militery oolcny) with & thoussnd men, #nd built & well
agroas the Isthmus between ¥ Asgesn snd Fropontis, which pro-

o=
tected the isthmus egasinst e Threcien incursions. Of £ll his
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walis

expediticons, rﬁﬁzwhﬁ Ifluterch, this one
wes held in most loving remembrence, sinee it
proved the selvetion of the Hellenes who dwelt
there.
Pericles wes determined to protect the trede route from
@reek es well ss berberisn enemies. From the Hellespﬂntffcorn
wes not cerried direetly to the Pireeus, sinee thet would heve
entriled turning the sinister espe of Sunlum &t the southern
tip of Attice.This wes st = time when Pericles was "edmired
end celebreted even emongst foreigners" for having cirenmnevi-
e £
gated the Peloponnesus. Instesd, the goods of the Hellespont
were lended #t Histisee, on the northern tip of EFuboes. From
there they were cerried to the Euboeen See end shipped to
Oropus, on the northern shore of Attica, thence overlend to
B ée eread s D
Athens vie Deceles. The Euboeen revolt in 447 thus meeed =
denger. to the Athenien supply route fully #£s greet e85 the
Odrysien expsnsion. Pericles promptly sttecked the islend ?ith
bt
fifty ships snd five thousend hoplites and brought itﬂmaéar
cowkeal. The islend wes trested mildly, with but one exception.
The eitizens of Histisee were removed rs & body end Atheniens
were settled in treir plsce, beceuse they hed dered intsrfere
with Athenisn shipping. As Pluterch puts it, Pericles trested
them, snd them only, thus inexorsbly, beceuse
they hed tpﬁeg en Attic ship csptive end slain
its erew.3x %
Pericles' wisdom in recognizing this threst end deeling with it
wes borne out by Athenisn experience in the Peloponnesisn War.
When the Spertens ceptured Decelee in 412, grein hed te be

[y 62
gerried by se& pest Sumium, "et greet cost.”
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s
In 447, -mémo # cleruchy with two thousend men wes
Eﬂtéﬂllﬂ}lﬁa(f}rﬁlﬁ isle of Lemnos, snd fifteen yerrs leter
one of & thnusanﬁfﬁen on Imbros; - the lslends commending
the spprosch to the Hellespont from the Aegeen. Between

438 end 435 rericles brought the Greek cities of the Bleck
dway of #3443

. See region underﬂﬁtheniingceaﬁaaau In 437/36, Perleles led

a "lerge end splendidly equipped srmement” into the Bleck See,
where

ne effected whet the Greek cities desired,
end deelt with them humesnely, while to the
neighboring netions of Berheriens with their
kEings snd dynests he displeayed the megnitude
of his forces snd the feerless coursge with
which they seiled whitherscever they plessed
end orought the whole ses under their own

control F3F Y

Thé Spertocid dynssty in the Crimee, which wes to remein friemdly
to Athens for et lesst s pentury, Wes esteblished in 437 with
Athenisn #id, Wm‘ with the m-b.-i:jdmg-b of en
Athenisn cleruchy &t neerby Wympheeum. The Spertoeid kingdom of

Bosporus. hed s 'its cepitel :nntierpeum gnd leter 1neludeﬁj

:mhﬁL-&LSlF,. the two rrincipsl
portes-of=-trede for the Crimesn end Seythien eorn. For reasons,

JGBtE?tifIf regerds 83 mysterious, Athens wss uneble to gein a f*vﬁ{44b

M-N
Gﬂ&%ﬁalaﬁ?ﬂﬂhiﬁ, £ key e¢ity-on the north western shore; the eorn
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m&‘muﬁqmﬁ&*& ‘ : '

hed therefore to move elong the sonthsera western shore of the
i

Bleck Ser on its wey to the Bosporen streits. ' Athenien colonists

were esteblished 8t Sina}ﬁ, commending that route, £s well £s

' elther side of uL]“':urJr st Astecus ‘end -'.rnis_us.%‘?
Athenien militsry cu:trul.of the eﬁrn tréde thus wes

- gomplete. TD 1nburﬁhga;n¢agaaa@—;£ﬂann¢;ni, Athens forbede eny

but Athenlien ships, l.e., ships carrglﬂg grain to Athens, from
: LP"*" Talaaa ousl vt § fﬁm‘f“ﬂ‘f L :
entering the Blsck 5eg; ma-\-ppl-f-eﬁ—lm the Athenien "ellies. wly TTELS

Byzentlun wes the fooal point of Aﬁhi;;eu-#é¥¥!pi; other ststes

could buy corn a2t Byzantium{byl¢n13J3peaiﬂl permission of Athens.

One such grent hes been preserved for us, in the form of = tfe&ty
deted 426/6 between Athens snd Methone, & liscedonien city whieh
- wes & member of the Athenien Leegue. MNethone undertook %o provide

a body of soldiers fur & current Athenien wer in Threce; in return,

ﬂefﬁrf esch purchese, written notiee must

be glven to the Athenlen officisls et szantium snd no Methonien

e eeed ; Heb? L et
shlp mey &edd pest Byzentium. WHe can P*r613 do1b?*thet-eﬁnn under
: at-

ﬂafh-
sugh nanﬂitlnnskwps bought snd sold a-ﬂ-iéng—ﬂﬁ proel&imed eguive-
\  lencles:; the persistence, for severel centuries, of the belief
VAN : : ; WA i
=P / thet the "just price" for corn wes five drechmese per medimmin
S/ the fece of whet eppeers e seculer rise in prices, probebly ned
its rocts in such procleimed eguivelencies. We should elso note

£t this polnt the persistence of e 2:1 retic of whest to berley

prices from the fourth to the second centuries, despite the

£

' 1?
S Ll ﬁ’ﬂl :

r_ - v agaib




e lts trivielitied *%@Eé-ﬂ-lﬂﬁ%&%“?i@:j

S e — T o : et L e

7lolent finctustions in the priee of ore T generel. Th%lgiﬁ'm
muQErniﬁfic notion thet & corn mrrketfcnce Eﬁtﬁbllﬁhei‘cﬂulﬂ e Sl 3
have sgcuraﬂ the seme degree of eontinuity of supplies and : .
angthing.like the seme degree of stabllity of prieces, BPpEETS
- cntirely unreslistic.

Cﬂﬂigjiiag}maves1ﬁlong e specific trade route gusrded by
Athenien colonies #nd navel power, in socordence with Athenien
foreign poliey. The corn wes bought &t the greet emporium of
Fenticepeum: Rostovifeff inférs ¢ sort of oikos trede cn the
pert q{_EEe_Greek lords En@_tygfﬂﬁs of thet regiéy,_}g_ypiph
they sold both the proaucts of thelir own fedﬁ&l estetes end,
to en even grester extent, the corn purchesed from the Seythien

#a-'?l
+ripes of the interior., Herodotus reports, not without emeze-

ment, thst the Scythiens growy corn "not for their own use but
of o :

73
for sele."” In the middle of %the fourth ecentury, the Bosporsan i 7

kingbom cpened snother emporium, Mheodosis, whidh)beceuse of

: : . : ; 7Y i
its superior herbor fecilities soon supplented Fanticepeur.

Trese empgoris could not neve in their orgenizetion differed essentielly

eennty lopeyt & fny

from the EATD#PHH feetories and rtu{ﬂffurrﬂe ‘gﬂALai
&y M.?-w-vﬂf ﬁ.mmfn.&::ubi o FPeppen, g’rﬂ:}" r?mpﬁé\ on { Onime !fam..;‘f

Y S —i e -t 3 ¥ - Prom Penticepeum,

the corn crcﬂﬁed the Bleck Seg anﬂ:moveﬁ glong the sounthern shore
to Byzentium, where some of it wes resold to vericus Oreex stetes.
The bulk wes shipped to the grest emporium of the Tirseus, where
twqithirds (eccording to & fourth century 1EWJ‘¢H¢ which probebly
7
existed slreedy) hed to be immedistely esrried to Athens. Thet
the Greek stetes of the meinlend cid in frct buy much of thelr
fo0d in the Athenien emporium of Firseus is evident from the
impertence generslly sscribed to Pericles' deCree forbidding the
Yegeriens from entering the fAthenlen msrﬂethf?e immedlete cEESE
of the FPeloponnesien Wer. While Thucydides demonstretes thet
this wes more & delibersts provocetion then ﬂn.uﬁﬂwflying ceuse,
Aristophenes’ picture of the sterving Megerisn pessent in the
teherniens cenncot heve been rltogether off the truth. (Aristophsenes

zives this rs the eeuse of Ghe wer in order to show whet he xeznrded




ﬁ:’&‘m{f/ M? attmt(tn cut off corn shipments from Egypt;

thapter 3 pege B 22

#lso, explains the crucial role of Athenian sea power in mainteinming its
anpire; -

For there is no city that does not require to import
or export comaddities; and this will be out of ite
power wiless Lt be obedient to those who have the
mastery of the sea.¥lp 7¢

Athens' defest by Sparta in the Pelopamesian War temporarily destwoyed
bt 7

her sankwel over the corn trade. m’ufmmtnmtsnfﬂuspmmwsbw
in fact, -n{hma the e te. TR izis, besieging ithens in 409,
saw “vessal after vessel laden with gorn reaching Pirsesus,”™ and decided that %HS

W could mot be defeated unless her corn supply were ocut off. He therefore

auntt}umufthﬂﬁﬂ?tuw ""mmmwmmmnﬂm

: i welk. &9

to win, u*—amwm m%:ﬁﬁummunsnm
l'l_ _*‘_:"ﬂ'u&. {‘

mm of Ihnulﬂl hest closed i‘fﬁ w The Spartens 4152

R locd 4.
ﬂ(ﬂ Her S Al C‘:”-ﬂ b ?ﬁ#ﬁ‘ b ﬁf{tuﬁj &? i ) 5 Lf
: *”r / Sy wa R, Y OLT P it h i B "'L'L'#.’-'F‘
A dhen S — / o 3 @man mmnmmmmm
; = o dF

in %94, smd & comercial treaty was signed between Athens and Satyrus, the king J“%ﬂ

78 g 4 ol
nfthammmwﬂw 'um&fttufmﬂl

2 T¥P-*01d 01 Constitution of Athens, II, 3. i
7y e honpll Hellentos I, 1, 35-6. Hhdunce
10 bE I s s SaSicrrve¥EED) D567,

el

sentury differed mfmmufﬂum,'

Athenian control. In the fifth century, Athens hes aduinistered the trade almost
el
al.uglo-»lmﬂodly—dm t'hn!aapnrau citiecs were under her W In the fourth
Pariis LA TN o S
century, thlfhtﬂdn was Qmatafwtrm between Mergreat powers. A.ﬂm.-
retafe 3 A
ﬁammlyfmthnﬁnnimhqmm-m mﬂathimpmrrul

‘n'-* bt m. e w-Ae |..q " l% *spond | MWL‘ #pt e ] i o '_j“'"-

.,,,_....--
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wealth was derived from the corn “Athens in turn needed the Bosporan
b J«\_f Soaoma £ et i -'.'chf‘f-;f--w ,/fi‘?c,,_ﬁ .gf_.-‘_,-u.-E b ;‘f,.{ -';“a*-ﬁ"ﬁ.qf ¥ i‘l‘- ?f
corn.  ghmey when Egypt Ptoleny Philadslphus miled the Acgesn mibee

SlesemiPeermaglld we find close diplomstic relstions between the Sosporus
=t &0

and Bgypt A :
W=xmmﬁﬁ"{mmmmmd

the grestest of ithe Bosporea kings, Leucon (02, 398 to 346 B.C.)ghave been

presorved in the speeches of Jemwsihsnes. Leucon, "ﬁv‘qﬂﬁﬁ_ﬂi’.%‘_‘?"

. m?dmuﬂlmmwmmtmwmmiﬂmmandmm
| S sl A2 8/
we merchants fron the custons dues of & thirtieth.® ihese righis ded.
8 ¥ Lo Ap,
traditionally applied s Panticapeum, the portjofftrade for thie—teeds. But

e f;ﬁ hi?i?figffg'.md rfp-ﬂ P 4 Mrlﬂ:'-:*.lf fﬁ'{;

Lieucon alse opened another euporlum flt M, snd

L Saas it

applied smne privileges there.®™* [heodouls had sarlierbeen & gweat /& /77 e
j :

3 - g
P S 3 | M*gﬂmﬂhﬁ‘”“}f Aon ) =
a.wm.a.fn Soythiasn incursions w.ﬁﬁlﬁh.ém
i Ig 1
-‘¢.
1 i In return, Athens conferred cliiszenship on Leucon while exenpting him from all
" civio obligsiions, and crowned him with & golden wreath at the Panathenssic
L Ser- o
g s festival . hhmdﬂmhﬁmﬁamﬂ@ﬂnﬂhﬂmmﬂ‘hﬂdiﬂm
; in triplicate; one copy wea set up inm the Plrasus, one at Panticapeum, and one
o s by B yCav
48 4 in the temple of Zous ab the entrance to the Bladk Sea.®ss»® [n 347, f6llowing arer
FwE"ar.i? Leucon's desth, his sons Spartocus 1I sad Pesrissdes I, who succeeded him, sent ‘
- --\" X
= enlssaries to Athens to sunounce itheir father's death and their intention to
continue his policiss; Athens set up & decree mmumﬁmmmu
St P
third brother who 3id not share in the rula},{ti.n the Pirceus,w*eakk paorisades
SUATT w1, sostovdger?, "Greek Sightesers in Egypt," Joumal of Beyptisn
Ay archaeology, v.iLV, p.14. 3
F{ 472 Hmm-,hmm“ - 118

F20TT wer ghid, 33,

T Y g Hinns, ep——ehds, 5.574. 11,-'/

LA, P55 wenek Dangethenos, =) Leptineg,” 32.

RO - Mimns, epv—elt., p.5T1. O, also Hasebrosk, op-—eak®s, p.lld.
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-f:-'-':'f&-u-.l‘. -i:"'f"'_r 2 :a_.-iﬁ':-b |
; in 354/3, and Demosthenes credits him with a renswal

=HEé
of the privileges.* # : §
_,{-'F*.x rﬂ:: I:-" ’_.f
Maiﬁammﬁumtfmd rmmm,
are g
mmtmﬁ-mwm o8 uunw. Tus, &

5

decres in honoy of Leucon passed by Arcadia in 369 B.C. suggests that she  * F;
: i

received some privilege. And im 350, Mytilene, on the lsland of Lesbos,
received pemmission fram Leucon to buy 100,000 wedimns of corn &k &an export
Buty of omly 1 1/9%; on exports shove that mmount, & duty of 1 /3 wes dharged,

g
letﬂlf&ﬂiﬂgﬂfhﬂfﬁmﬂemt_tm !

t.!-_\q‘,ar-‘ o ij .},-f

Mmtmm-}m-m%arﬂmmm

LT

&
e il ¢ P ¥
basis to the citizency, swh the mﬁfﬂtgld for the Jreadury jessunlf, or
{ o :
ummmmmmhmﬁ?ﬂﬁfumwmpnu.m
ﬁrmtﬂmt-_l mm&mmmmﬁammem&

The first al re 1ikely. utrabs, in writing of Theodosia's
mﬁmw over Pantlcspeum, remurks that Lmt_:]nﬁn sant _2,1.00,00{} medimne ~— &
- ; it oay aim;lyw

total of & yeer's shipments to Athena. {".;;_,,f'
A e
The example of Mytilene shows that the adminialjeibl trods between Athens

2057 % pamosthenss, In me:g%./

}'ﬁ "" K] .-.5?5‘ cri. Ilﬂﬂ M’. W| pta?‘ l‘ﬂiil 2‘
": ':- ;E MPM?'_EEq

i “ lbt#sen 3trebo, VIL, 4, 6.




Chapter 36 miﬁﬂ

was mtm\ phool. . Hessbroek ey insists that "all the
so-cilled comercisl treaties which have come down to us from pre-Hellenlstie

tines are concerned mot with commercisl adventages, but with the supply of comn

énd other indispenssble comumodities, including materials for defence
+ef 5O ngéﬂ,ﬁ'ﬁ‘y Agpn/il
shipbullding, " uyrein suppliss were almost WEPEEDC.sbeelasd through treaties, h

M—ﬂm HW%M“MWthwmmnm
1 7«## MNMMMWMEPMMM

e e ﬂrla-'a
fran dues; salety {rom seisure; and priovity in lading®™ - the conditions of the
ﬁm@mm _ i
CrRAA Pﬁ’h-/hc.

ﬁv-— gk-ﬂr""w :
Axh-d\‘- tain control of the westernielkiwetiebie route,

E‘lwmgmnfﬁim,ammmmmﬁmm

ddnor mm:ﬂ.wm“mnhwﬂommmmuiﬂﬂeimh

mtmrmmma.-ﬂmmmrmmnmu. asserted their
independence frow time to time by seising grein ships, either expropriating the
grain or forcing ithe ships to pay duty. ﬁﬁa,m-wwﬂ.mam
mwr/&mspmm,umumw m;m:hi-mmd.,pnmhdh
m-mmmwmmmwxmww *00a Of the first steps

o 247 Yaw /é?p ae ¥
talcen by Philip uﬁ'ﬂmdm.m's fm,m;

W |:'|'l‘I r o '\f# At -é." ff i .,...,_ff-h_ -
ﬁﬂu}ﬂﬂfif seslaped-tor ol e hegean, mﬁ“%&%mmﬁ.m

L 2 P
According to Deuosthenes, Phiddp Ay /“{"&;ﬁ

seelng that we have more imported corn than any other
Mplﬁinﬁﬂﬁu‘lﬂu . tmttﬂm. and firset
mudupnnthmrmﬂma,mnnhhﬂlm, to
Join in the war sgeinst us, spwres 7E5°7¢

{I:. M .."Jo Emw, wnp pil]lb

62X g pedd, pp. L26-T.

i f'&fm m‘lh, H'j Pikﬁ*
G7 ¢£¥ams yenophon, Hellenica V, 1, 26.
4\ L&Twaden pemosthenes, de Corons, B87.
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thapter 36 page &6

ammwmmwmmmmmﬁmmghnw

influence. "I-.E,BGQ, - . E‘dndtipahamthu
L
bysantines were “again" foreing

to put into Bysantium and unload
T Lo TS
their A‘;hnnﬂ W,Iuatamsa of selmres of corn shipe by Hyzantium,

Calchedon, yysicus, vhios, Gos, Ahodes, and macedonis are recorded between 362
76 Mo, Horene. ;

ed o
corn supply of the Hlack Sea
4 (raved etiratle al on &;-,#’
¥ for the use of his ammies, end Athenian brads)ed ” _ .3l

It can hardly be £ mere chance ghat over the next years Attica saw her worst
famine since Solenmian times.
More than anything else the political genius of Pericles had been

responsible for the erganization of Athenian corn trade with the Black Sea.

Ka wrndg ne i e Wa g gt
o was & mester of jealpolitlis; 1m(fjm

polisy to the. attainable. Control of the route to the Black Nes snd of the
4.
ummm-nmﬂmﬂwﬁﬂhmmr,MMmt

: Fladps o 4
to channel Athenian efforts an’gl?_{..'aﬁ dimtﬂ.mm to Ihmhy Cﬂﬁﬁf others.
: Zeh Phg Bl Ty grmes————

{GE' rare insigh{f following i u?,am
?-E ] wira. T ez L ;
#ea deseription of Pericles' expedition to the Blaak S.:Z’ ?

Zut in other matters he did not sccede to the vain
mpulunarmﬂtim,mrmhamﬁﬂm
with the tlde when they were eager, from a sense
nfﬁnumnpmruﬂmdfm, %0 lay hands
again on Gaypt and moleast the rvealms of the King
{i.e. of Persia) which ley slong the ses. Meny also
ware poazessed slready of that inordinate and
insuspicious passlon for Sicily which was afterward
kindled into flase by such orstors se ilelbiades.
Anﬁmﬂunmmmmaqrm
and Carthage, ., wefeR 77

But Pericles was ever trying to restrain this

extravagance of theirs, to lop off their expsnsive
mdﬂtmmmdmﬁwnmmﬂ-ﬂpm:ﬁ
thelr forces to the -securing of what
- ~prpdtan 4
45HET # Denosthenss, Em/Soly 1. 2
"lﬂm e EJB‘HW%UK. h G-.Li-“i' vt“ﬂ’ P¢5T4- e !

477 FEE v Plutpeeh, Mekiowed Perjsies, Il 2.3,
A¢ -7 wie P 00, 1.
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thapter 36, page Q-l_/’
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Mhmn@tmmmmmm
of the Athenians within lesser G:'uul was smply
proved by what came to pass. ¥ - 99

Perlicles, in short, developed the Black Sea corn supply as an alternative
Bo the Bgyptien end the Sicilian, witich were blodied by the power of Persia
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g from Pevsis a few years sarlier. The sttempt proved abortive.
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][ e “athens' interest in Eypt was prompted at least in part by & desire
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nrm‘im;g:naffwthmmm of wheat to Athens in 445 B.C.
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Mh&rm# Bcuu tweaty years later, the heyptian king

fmssls sent Athans & large quantity of barley during e famine, in exchangs far
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&0 allisnce against Porsia; e it is thies gift that Aristophanss ridiculed
because l@y@m sent, instesd of whest. Corn clearly was the mesns
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it was now possible to sail by ses from Bgypt directly to Rhodes snd Crete, ﬂ»ﬁ---*-ﬁ’;I
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(01 (73 whn scholia to Aristophanes, ihsﬁa 706, referred to by A. Boecich, Public Ecomomy
of ithens (Lewls translation), p.90, and Mallet, Les Premiers Etablissements
des Grecs dans 1'sgypte, p.233,

P73 s g5, pary, Lstory of the Near Eust, pp. 144, 161,
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Lgyptisn king imasgie.® ‘There is no mention of Aithens in connsctlion with the-

Heucratis in this early perigd.
Alwmtmmﬁf:m that corn was one of the principal
mmﬂm&tiﬂ, & 115t of Egyptisn exports to Greece through that
puﬂfd-ftmmthmthmﬂxthmmndoumtmﬂmmm
On the other hend, Egyptisn myths recorded by Diodorus (an unrelisble socuroce)
m}mat some of the ancient kings of ithens were Zgyptien. One in particular,
L

m-:fms, "through his recisl connections with Hgypt brought from there to
Athens & grest supply of grein® during & favine and thereby becams king, Feies "
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(b7 75% horodowmer 1L, 178~9. -
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¢o 477 =@ pring, Funde sues Haukratis, pp.lll-l12. The aduinistestsf cheracter
of this trade is mads evident by Prins's remark that the pottery and
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without exception (p.l44). .
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While gift trade of an ocoasional character in the fifth
century, it is hard to detenmine how much trade of & more reguler sort did
DOoUr, mmmmmnwmtmmmNmm
effect, and Mallet, who has made Mamxmm
relations, belisves that Lgypt was not an imporent source of grain for Athens
in the fifth century,@Wekie On the other hand, & FATW: contucy Athenian post,
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veassls filled with wheat (which) bring from Egypt,
through the shining waves of the sea, the most

precious of riches.» (¥T /0¥ P
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However much wheat Athens didjebtaix from Hgypt, .cembededy she did not
control the trede. Sparts apparenily dvew some grain from Lgypt, too,
since during the Pelopomnesian War Athens attaciked the Spartan islend

of Cythera (off the southexn tip of Laconia),

whare thmmhmtmma from Egypt and Lybia
commonly put in. se o

At the same time, Athenisn imports from Hgypt are indicated in 408 B.C.
Andpebdes persuaded Cyprus to 1ift its embargo om graim exports to Athena,
and ba-bis-spessy reports that fourteen ships are sbout to enter the Piraeus,
wiﬂlmmthnirw.&“gimmmmufmmthmm
‘&till popular, perhaps more wpuluthmﬂmdimﬂmmh,ﬁﬁw

reasonably assume thet this ehijment originated in Egypt. Athenian grain
imports from Ngypt seem to hawve incressed in the lats fifth century, as
Andocides' speech indicates. Tus, MM 73-%-»7{;
W& the prevelence of &thenien influences in Naukretis in the late fifth !
S Bl oo, o kit b W prided sl R St " |
In the mlddle of the fourth centuxy, the Athenlan senste passed a decree
in honor of & Naukratie citizen, Theogenes, & man

or Ry A By g iy o Vo e

public business end privately,weeres HF it

We may sssume that the "public business" included the purdiase of corn.

(o 157 won Bugyikdes, IV, 53.

(1t F#2 oot indocides, On His Esthmn, 21.

(24 EF feers grundy, emieite, pe
Wy o mwﬁm!ﬂ Emlhﬂﬁatqw of the Hellenistic World, v.I, p.89.
1§ /S wmoninx QIG 4, 35, referwed by Suith, Neukratis, p.64.
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corn crop is indicated by the offer made by Gelo, tyrent of Meelesdim—wivky
B3 syracuse, to supply corn “for the whole Grecien amy" for the duration
e
of the Persiun War, on condition that he be made comssnder-in-chis ’ﬁ‘w"‘-.
L ﬁ-&e 1§
oy m fleet.* While there is no positive evidencs of wicilian wheet exports

to Gresce befors the fifth century, we cannot doubt that there “‘“;“‘ fmtf

significant trade; the western colonies could have puid for their importse

e
from continental Greece only in this way.** ihile the golume of trade during

the fifth century cannot be accurately judged, it was u;‘n regular charscter, = ng)

Athens was barred from this souree by Corinth which mmb sat astride
the trade routef.bmgehimmmithnhanmidwimbhonomimniman Her strategic site ,
together with her colonies in the Adrdatic pave her dominance over lm itrade
with the west. &:39'!:;3 Athenian break with Corinth abeut L60 at the time of the
a_ipedit-iun to Egypt can have been meant only a}s an attempt to press for the
mastery of all overseas sources of grain. T iihans J first attacked Corinth
indirectly by seizing Adegima , destroying the commerce of Megara and bringing
Boeptia to heel, so as to gain a fooiting in the Corinthian Gulf. fimm But ultie
mately, securing of imperts from the west depended upon at least partial
control of the Sicillan and Southerm Italian ports of trade themselves.
"Hothing less than the suceessef the Syracusan expedition eould have achieved
igh .ﬁgp‘t&m Athenians intervened on behalf of the t_':eantines in their loeal

war with Syracuse.

L l—Hﬂﬁomdpltn VvII, 158. :
’r_. i wrEF e T, J, nmﬂnbj.n, The Weatern Greeks, Oxford 1948, p.214.

II, p.269.
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Y ' upon the ples nr thele common descent, but in reality
- to prevent the eaportation of Sicilian gorn to Peloponnsse
mﬂhhs ui.buitarofhri.nsing&iﬂw into
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‘It was this threat to the food supplies of the Peloponnese that brought

Athens into conflict with Sparte. The Athenian the Corinthien
A -

isthmis was clearly recognized as to Sparte and her allies; Sparta

and Corinth were thus drawn together by the coumon &/‘lﬁhlwmm

tar fmfue the shammt incvitsbie mmarthnaﬂmtmwy,

the weslern corn suppll.
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Chepter 36. Securing oorn imports

Why ai4 Athens, the site of the first lmportsnt merket
plece in history, the femed agora, herself never become & pioneer
of market Trede? Why did her extreme dependence on imported grain,
combined with her experience in market methods not meke her take
the legd in the establishment of an interng&tional corn mérket whioh,
on the fece of it, should have solved her problem? Indeed, Why
did she strike out rether in the opposite direction, obstruoting
the Egyptian initistive in setting up such & merket® One need not
shere &n unhistoriocal prejudice in favour of market methods to see
the problem of Athenlen corn trede in these common sense terms.

Accordingly, our points of emguiry should be: To whet
extent did the conditions of the uﬁin trade permit the development
of merket trade? Or, conversely, how fer 414 those circumstances
discourage such 8 development and require the use of administra-
tive methods of treding in order to ensure the supply of corn?

The answer, we submit, lay in the geographical &nd politiecal
structure of the regions in which supplies and communications were
situated. These comditions, under which military end politicel
power hed to be employed to ensure the forthcoming of the supplies,
and indeed the safety of the trade routes themselves, determine
the methods end orgenizetion of trade.

Nine tenths of the metter is comprised In the geogrephiocal
oireumstences which kept Attlce &t all times keenly enxious akout
the provenence of her daily bread from overse@s, and made her
eventuelly seek out the Black Sea, Egypt &snd Sieily, in succession.
The rest méy be summed up in the recognition thet while Athenien
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foreign policy was corn policy, it wés never effected by commercial
consideretions or inspired by so-called trade interests. The
reason for this epperent peradox will be manifest from & bere out-

1ine of the history of the corn trede.

I.

Greece B3 & whole lacks pesture lend end Attica's soil is
best suited for the growing of oil and vine. At no time after the
Solonis erisis did Athens raise more thean & fraction of her grain.
Yet grein, supplemented by fresh and dried fish, constituted the
steple of her diet. If we were to look for any one determining
factor in the economic development of esontinental Greeee, it wounld
unguestionably be that area's preponderent dependence on imports
for her food supply.

Greek sociel snd politicel thought may well have reflected
this unaltereble circumsténce. The Greek one is tempted to conclude,
never developed & disecipline of economios beceuse the country could
never rely for its food supply on the merket. Instead 1t turned
to politicsl theory which almost to this day has retained the cast
of the mould of the Athenlen polis. Her ever unéssufged need for
an adequate food supply mede the prineciple of self-suffliciency the
basis postulate of her existemce end thus of her theory of the
ideel stete. Auterky was to the Greek mind the reationsle of the
polis. On this point Aristotle egreed with Plato - they both
thought thet the oitizen populetion of the polis should consist

of farmers. Indeed, from the history of Athens no other lesson

gould be drewn.
i
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There 1s a&greement among scholars of entliqulity over this
extreme dependence on imports. Rostovtzeff hes shown that as
late &5 the third century, this inedegukey wes so pronounced
that not & trece of commercigl rivelry cen be found between the
two greetest greln producers, Egypt end the Bosporus. Grundy E/
insists that every Greek state, with the possible exceptlon of
Thessaly &nd Euboes, was to & greater or lesser extent dependent
on imports. . Jarﬁa,EJlr the suthority on the subject, suggests that
Athen's dependence was so great thet she could slweys ebsorb eny
emount of ilmports without their ceusing & fallure of domestie
price B.g

It is possible to meke & crude estimate of the Athenien
defioit in grein stuffs. Since stetlsticel scoursoy ca&nnot be
attained for sntiquity, the figures cén do no more then indicate
orders of magnitude.

Cn the population of Attice the caloulations of A.W. Gomme
remain suthoritetive. He estimates the totel poprmlation 431 B.C.
gs 315,000; of this total, 172,000 were citizens, 28,600 meties,
snd 115,000 sleves. 3Sixz yeers later, sfter the plegue, the total
population wes 218,000, with 116,000 eitizens. In 383, Gomme
estimates the populetion a&s 258,000: 112,000 cltizens, 42,000
metics, &nd 104,000 slaﬂes.if The population of Atties, therefors,
may heve rénged between 200,000 snd 300,000, the latter figure
being approached before the ravages of the plague in the beginning
of the Peloponnesian Wer.

Our only information on Athenian domestic production end

imports is for the late fourth century. An Eleuslian inseription
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of 329 B.C. records Attle produetion &t 368,850 medimns. But of
this totel, only 28,500 medimms were wheat, the rest barley, &
ratio of less then one %o tan.éf Wnile this probebly was &
famine yeer, Gomme estimates the maximum possible production at
410,000 mle:-'.‘.:'mmal,.éaf Tod at 4ED,DGG.? Accepting Beloeh's
gstimate of an &averege per capite consumption of six medimms, &
maximam of 75,000 people could be supported from the domestie
production. With & population renge of two to three hundred
thousend, minimum imports of one to one and & half million medimms
would be required, or two to three times the domestic production.
Domestic production must have besn Insufficlent ewen to feeﬁ the
egrerien population; In 170 B.C., when the poyulation of Attlice
wes probably much smeller then in the classicsl era, Athenien
embassadors 8t Rome cleim that Athens "feeds even the husbandmen

8
with imported corm.” 'j

The dependence on imports was even greiter than this

statistioal guess would indicate. While the population &8s & whole

depended on imports for & large proportion of its food, the
citizenry depended on imports &lmost entirely. Our figures re-
ferred to the total of wheet &nd barley. But barley was consldered
fit only for sleves end metics; @ citizen would et barley only

if he were very poor or i1f femine condltions prevailed. Aristophaénes,
sneers &t the demooratic grein distributions, reminding his sudience
thet the gift of five medimms in 424 B.C. was mere barley. 3/ A
speaker in the Deinosophists s&ys:

We have no interest in berley since the town is
full of wheat bread. 10/

While wheat was considered the citizens' steaple, it constituted
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no more then one-tenth of the domestie Athenien erop - enough %o
feed pernsps eight or nine thousand citizens. Imports thus guite
generally meant wheet imports. A lerge proportion of the sleves
gould prob&bly be fed PF domestie berley; the cltizens depended
entirely on impnrts¢gdf Such was mostly the case; fccording to
Neum Jesny's research on encient agriculture, wheet "domineted
the internationsl grain trade of the classicel ere slmost to the
exclusion of the t:n'f:lyars.“lg"fI

Qur estimate of the extent of Athens' dependence on imports
is confirmed by & speech of Demosthenes, in which he cbserves that
400,000 medimni of whe&t h&ad been imported from tﬁa Pontus in 338,
end thet the imports from "there" generally egqual Athens' fotel
imports from all other sauraea.lé/ The figure, he said, could he
verified by cheecking the books of the inspeetors &t the emporium.
This would esmount %o total wheat imports of only 800,000 medimms
for thet yeer. But Kocevelov, & Russian philologist, inaists that
8 study of the syntax of Demonthenes® phrese shows conclusively
thet 800,000 medimni were meent e&s coming from the Bosporus, not
400,000, 2 He &rgues thet this letter figure referred only to
Penticapeum, "the home port", not also to Theodosia from which
once 8gein thet smount was shipped. Accepting these figures, we
get total imports of 1,600,000 medimms. Including the home orop
this would emount to sbout 2,000,000 medimms - the probeble yeerly
requirement.

There is no need to stress the point further. There is
widespread egreement to~day thaet corn supply domineted Athenien

foreign policy. Grundy bluntly &sserts that forelgn poliey wes



15/ 16
food policgy. i Sc does Glots-'_/ Prencotte observes that

"le premiere des questions economigues pour les Grecs etRit celle
-

du p&in."

Only three instences come to mind of greet powers which
largely imported their food supply: the city states of Athens e&nd
Home in entiquity, end Britein, &pproximetely since 1770.

Free trade Englsnd represents the clessie instance of
reliance for food on & world merket. She virtually destroyed her
Gomestic agriculture after 1846 in the neme of the doetrine of
comparative costs. For half & century her wealth and power epperently
Justified her abnegetion of self-sufficiency. But sinece World War
I it has bhecome increesingly evident that the successful functioning
of the world market itself depended on Britain's financisl,
militery or politicel control of the orgenizetion of world trade.
Heving lost thet control, Britein finds herself dependent on the
tregchercus mechénism of an unreguleted world merket. An increzse
in rew materiel prlces due to armements &nd stockplling threetens
the stability of her whole economy. She is 8t present trying to
free herself from such & dependence through long-term barter
agreements, currency control, licensing arrengements end other
instruments of sdministered trade.

The Romeén Empire &dopted the other &alternestive. Rather
then rely on the "werld corn msrket"™ which had been esteblished in
the lete fourth century in the eastern Mediterrenesn, Rome smashed

this market &nd brought the chief greain producers under her direet
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control. Sieily wes conquered first in the third century, end
throughout Romen history remsined her "storehouse.” In the yeer
6 A.D., the emperor &ssumed the responsibility for feeding the
eity of Rome; he filled this obligation ably, through the tributes
levied in kind on the provinces. Besides Sieily, Josephus tells
s thet Egypt sent enough corm to feed Rome for four months and
Africe enough for elght months; EE/ this probably emounted to
2,900,000 end 5,800,000 medimni respectively. = Since the
emperor's responsibilities extended far beyond the feeding of the
eity of Rome, = the ermy and the imperial household g#lso had to
be fed, methods of edministered trede were employed. Rostovtzeff
when 1isting what he deems to be proof of extensive caplitalistic
gotivity in the Romen Empire, 1s forced to admit the primecy of
eduinistered trade:

It must be edmitted. . . thaet the largest consumer
wes the imperiel ennoné &nd that most of the
merchents, who fregqaenily were &t the same time
shipowners end owners of storehouses, worked on
behalf of the emperor, thet is to seay, on behalf

of the pufulatinn of the city of Rome &nd the &rmy...
The imperisl annome was the chief moving force in

the interprovinciel trade, buying end tramsporting
lerge masses of corn, oil, wine, meat, fish, lumber,
hides, metsls, end clothes for the needs of the
ermies on the Rhine, Danube, &nd Euphreftes, and
some of these &rticles for the needs of the cspitel. 20/
Athens never echieved the imperiel splendor of Rome. During
& memarable half century she ruled directly the trade routes and
controlled by military meens the sources of supply in the Eastern
se&s. When her strategic hold wes lost, she turned to & complex
of edministrative methods to securs her food supply.
But let us begin Bt the beginning.

The Solonic¢ embargo on the export of corn is the first




instence of corn supply being brought within the reelm of publie
polioy; it never left thet plece.

One meeting of the Atheniean Assembly in each pryteny - &
tenth pert of the yeir -~ wés c&lled the "sovereign"” Assembly; in
this meeting, Bccording to Aristotle,

the people have tec ratify the continuance of the
mégistrates in office, if they ere performing their

duties properly, and to oconsider the supply of corm,
&nd the defence of the country. 21/

Corn supply, nationsl defence, end the continuing supervision of
the mégistrates, in other words, ere the three subjects which muast
be ponsidered st lesst once during esch session of the Assembly.
Corn supply is prominent on & list of subleots &ny prospective
statesmean must mester, eccording to Xenophon; the ntherﬁ are state
revenues &nd expenditures, wer, home defence, &nd the silver mines. !gf
The Solonioc embargo was never repetled. Rather it was re-
inforced. Legislation was designed, 1in & generel wey, to drew the
greatest possible smount of grein to Athens and to prevent the
movement of grain away from Athens. XNo Athenien reslident was
permitted to tremsport grein enywhere except to Athens; the "severest
penalties™ were prescribed for tiolation.z5 No se&-loan could be
m&de on any ship or oergo unless 1t were specified that & returm
ce&rgo of cornm or certain other legally specified commodities were
brought to Athens. = We may essume that timber &nd other supplles
for shipbullding figured prominently on the list, althoungh only
gorn is mentioned in the sources. Since, &8 we heve said above, the
petty emporos could herdly put to see without the sea-losn, this
regulation must have been of great importence.

As mey perheps be inferred from these pesseges, the




organizetion of corn supply was &n instence of edministered trade.
The sctual trading wes done by the characteristic metlie trader, at
least &t the Greek end. Greece knew no tamker type of trede except
in time of emergency. Yet the trade routes, the terms of trade -
including price, to & considerable extent - the sources of goods -
most of this was fixed by tresties or other diplomatie arrangements,
gnd the sctusl trading took plece &s & rule in & port of trade.
The extent to which this trade wes edministered 1s suggested by @&
pessage in Aristotle®s Rhetoric. In specifying the matters &
stetesmen must be conversent with in order to &dminister state
affalrs, he s&ys thet

in reglrd to food (be) must know whet eamount of

expenditure iz sufficlent to support the State;

whet kind of food is produced at home or can be

imported; and whet exports end imports &re necessary,

in order that contrects and sgreements may be mede

with those who cen furnish them. (I, 4, 11)

The great corn producers listed by Theophrastus were Assyria,

Egypt, Iybie, Pontus, Threace, end 3leclly. But thet wes by the end
of the fourth century. In earlier times the power of Persis Dblocked
Athenien &acess fto the Fest, &s well &s to Egypt &nd Iyble, in the
south, elthough Athens sppeers to heve drewn some ecorn from the
latter; the rise of Syrscuse, in the west, along with the rivalry
of the Peloponnesus, chegked for & long time Athenien influence in
Sicily. Thrace end the Black See regzion - particulerly the Crimeen

hinterlsnd - thus served #s the chief gransry of Athens in the

eléssloal perlod.

II.

FPelsistretns was the first to meke B susteined sffort to
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extend Athenian power towards the north east, Thrace &nd the Black
See region. He reconqusred Slgeum on the southern shore of the
entranoe to the Hellespont, &nd supported Miltiedes in occcupying
the northern shore, the Threcien Chersonese. The corn of this
region mey heve been peld for by the black-flgured Attlic veses and
erchaic Athenisn gold end bronze-work deting from this perioed,
which heve been found there in lerge numbers. The trade was mede
possible by the esteblishment of & “steble equilibrium™ among the
Seythien tribes &t &bout this time.aﬁ Persian expension into
Europe during the lsst two decedes of the slxth century however,
mast heve out off this trade, which wes resumed on & grand scale
immediately sfter the Persien defeat &t Salamis.

It seems doubtful whether, before the seventh century,
Greek trede with the Black Sea reglion wes of any &ccount. At thet
time & number of Greek colonies, lergely under Milesisn euspices,
were esteblished - first on the south shore of the Bleck Sea, then
on its north shore. Not until the fifth century were these brought
under Athenisn influence or control.

Up to the middle of the fifth century the products of the
Black See were not carried 2ll the way by ship to Greece. Through-
out entiqulty the powerful &nd treacherous currents of the
Bosporus were greatly feared, as 1nﬁeeﬂ, they are even todey.
Polytius' description of them hes become famous (IV, 43). This
was particulerly true before the remarkeble progress in navigation
&né shipbuilding which resulted from the Persisn Wars. EE{ The
early seefsrers never breved the open sea, if it was possible to

cotst along the shore; but they were in mortal feer of turning e
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cépe, preferring to portege their tiny boaets. So the early
treders avoided turning the cape guarding the Bosporus. Insteed

of salling with their goods scross the See of Mermore, the
Progontis of the enclents, &and the Dardenelles, they leanded them
on the west coast of the Bleck Sea &t Odessos, liesembria, or Apolloniea.
From here, they had them cérried overland to the Hebrus Valley,
thence down the Hebrus River to the great emporium of Ainos (Aenus)
on the Aegeen outlet of the riv&r.s? This eity, &lthough situeted
in the most barren psrt of Threce, was one of the ﬂgﬁlﬁhiest in
that rugiun,EEx occupylng in regard to the Bleck Sea trade a
position &s stretegic &s was that of Byzantium. EE/ The rivelry
of Ainos, the port of trade of the land route, and of Eyzentium,
the port of trade of the sea route will disclose in concrete terms

the militery end politicel conditions of the corm trade.

Byszentium, the Constantincple of our deys, ran neck to neck
with Ainos in the f£ifth century B.C. in their race for primagy.
Settled in the middle of the seventh aentury, seventeen yeéirs efter
the eity of Celchedon on the opposite side of the straits,
Byzentlium rem2ined, like Calchedcn, &n unimportant agricultural
settlement for the next two centuries. She weas better off than
Cealchedon only becsuse of her superior fisherles. = Celchedon,
&8s noted, was settled somewhet eerlier thin Byzantium, because
of the grester fertility of her soil; Byzentium's flisheries were
apparently not utilized until somewhat later. Herocdeotus, writing

in the middls of the fifth century, when Byzentium's trading



12,

adventsge wes elresdy evident, ridiculed the Chelecedoniéns for
their blindness in settling on the wrong side of the stralts.
(IV, 144). But this only proves how unimportant the route from
the Pontus hed been hefore. For the perfect location of
Byzentium could not have beern overlooked, if trade hed moved
through the straits; slnce the ocurrents force every ship that comes
from the Black Sea to stop there. Certainly some of the cornm trade
did pess through the Hellespont; thus Herodotus describes Xerxes
watching corn ships pessing through the Hellespont on thelr way
to Aegines and the Psluponnase,sl end reports thet when Miletus
exiled its tyrant, Histiseus, he sailed to Byszantiom with eight
triremes &nd seized every ship coming from the Bléck Saa-ﬁz It
mey be, however, that Hercdotus is gullty of an anachronism in this
regard, these events occurred elmost seventy-five years before he
wrote, &nd in the meantiime Eyzantium®a greatness may have become
so Pamed that he could not conceive of en elternative route. In
eny event, no mention is mede of Athens receiving Crimean corn &t
that time.

Brzantiﬁm fell before the Persien advance into Europe in

512 B.C., 8od the population fled to the Hlack Sea port of

23/
Mesembria; the city wss burned end wes not resettled until
34
its recepture from the Persisns in 479. During this relatively

long period Persian influence &nd contrel extended through &ll of
Thrace; Ainos and the other Greek citles of the Chersonese begén

issuing coins on the Persien stendard. 35/ Oreece must have been
now cut off from her Bleck Se& corn supply.

479 B.C., the year of the Perslian retreet from Europe,
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mérks the height of BAinos' glory end wealth, which cén be traced
through her coins and through the Athenian tribute lists. In

460 she begen to strike coins on & light Attic stenderd; her tetra-
dgreschms, for beanty and workmenship &re not surpessed by those of
any other Greek city.zﬁ She wes &ssessed an snnual tribute of
twelve talents from 464 to 450 B.C. &s & member of the Confederacy
of Delos.

But Ainos' wetlth and greatness were short-lived; by the
third guarter of the fifth century, she had been reduced to poverty
end reletive obsourity. Her tribute #ssessment was reduced to ten
telents between 445 snd 440 B.Ce In the next two yesrs it dropped
to only four talents; Ainos peid no tribute whetsocever from 437
a:,trvlurar.rﬂ.mr In 450 she issued & gold coin besaring & figure of Hermes
on & throne = & type issued only three times during the city's history
gach 8 time of serious erisis. According to A.B. West, the colm
"was an emphetic wey of clllingsg on their patron god to bring aid
to his impoverished proteges."” Prom this time on, the oity was
in & reduced uanditian.ﬁg

Byszentium's rise wes & meteroric &s was the fell of Ainos.
In 452, the first yesr she sppesrs on the tribute lists, she peld
nothing. PFive yeers later, she w&s &ssessed four talents 2000
drachmae, which wes inoressed to fifteen telents in 443, eighzgan
talents Iln 436, end twenty-one telents 4880 drachmee in 485.

The simulteneous decline of Aincs &nd rise of Byzentium
were rooted in & single event: the substitution of the new sea
route for the traditionel lemd route. The impelling fmctor was

the ereation of B netive Thracien empire which wiped out the over-

lénd route, &lthough the improvement in nevigetion and shipbuilding
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must heve contributed to the process. But the militery event was
dominent. Between the yeers 480 and 460 B.CG., Teres, the chief of
the Qdrysiens, B Threclen tribe, ers2ted &n empire extending fromgg/
Abdera in the Aegesn to the mouth of the Dennbe on the Black 3Ses,
end inoluding &8s its subjeets the Threcisn tribes, the formidable

42
Getee snd "the other hordes” sround the Danube bordering on

Saythit.iﬁ/ Under his successors, Sitelkes and Senthes, the empire
wes consolidated and made into & greet and weslthy power. In 429,
two years efter Teres' deeth, the Atheniems sought &n &lliénce with
Sitelkes, end Thuoydides observed that his kingdom

was thus & very powerful kingdom; in revenue &and general

prosperity surpesssing ell in Europe between the Ioniem

gulf end the Euxine, &nd in numbers e&nd militery resources

goming decidedly next to the Scythiens, with whom indeed no

Enropeen country ce&n be&r comperison... &&f

The rise of this empire left the all-se& route &s the only

alternetive &nd consequently impoverished Ainos. "The establishment
of the Odrysisn kingdom athwert the trade routes that provided the
wealth of Ainos would bring about its virtual &xtination.“iﬁfacnurﬁ-
ing to Gasson's study on the history and archaeclogy of this region.
Since the reids of the savage Getae cut off the trade of Apollonia
as lete &s Strabo's time,iﬁ we may Bssume the seme interferences
at thet earlier dete. The &rcheeologist and the numismatist egree
that the growth of the Odrysian empire made &n end to overland
trede. S0 close was this negetive correlation that at the end of
the century, around 412 B.C. Ainos enjoyed 2 temporery resurgence
of wealth "suoh &s she hed not known for thirty years" 47/ - a&s the
result of & strnggle for supremecy among Odrysiem princes. After
Seuthes®™ I death, & locel prince who head ruled the territory from

the Hebrus River to the See of lMermere wes exiled, end this territory
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became severed from the Odrysian empire. This turm of eventa once
more opened up for Alnos the land route to the Black See &nd she
enjoyed &8 thirty-ye&r prosperity whioch was brought to &n end when
the empire was once ageln oconsclidated under cutra.igj Corres-
pondingly we find Byzantium's tribute reduced in 414 to fifteen
telents from its high of almost twenty~-two talents in 4256.

The seme events which had destroyed Ainos' trade route &lso

cut off Byzantium from the hinterland. Other Threeian tribes, most

notably the Astee, begén & series of raids which econtinued for
several centuries. These ralds mede settled agriculture impossible:gg
the eity thus was forced literslly to the water's edge and by
negessity had to make her living from the sea. Byzéntium d4id not
miss her opportunity: &lmost overnight, she wes deliberstely con-
verted into an emporium. HNot the gradusl growth of economic foroes
but & politicel cataclysm led to the establishment of this trading
pléce. A mutileted desoription of this trensformation has been

preserved for us in the pseudo-Aristotelisn Oeoconomiea ITI (1346 b,

123-25) which will be discussed below when we consider the problem
of the port of trade.

Bygentium was reeaptured from the Persiens by the Hellenic
fleet under the comménd of the Spartemn, Pausanies, in 479, and the
clty was resettled. Qg/ But twe years later, when Fsuseaniaes showed
rersien sympethies, he was expelled from the entire aree by an
Atheniesn fleet under the commend of Cimon. 51/ Fausanims' dealings
with the rPersisn emperor were imperilling the Black Sea2 corm supply.

The next twenty yea8rs s&w the esteblishment of the Confederscy

of Delos end its conversion into an Athenien empire. By 454, when
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the treasury of the Leegue was moved from Delos to Athens, the
league included perhaps 260 cities, grouped in five divisions: the
Thracien, Hellespontine, Ionisn, Cérisn, and the insular. The
Threcien district renged from Methone in the west to Ainos; the
Hellespontine inecluded the Chersonese and the Greek cities on the
shores of the Propontis &nd the Bleck Se&,égf During this periocd
Athens unsuccessfully ettempted to gein control of Thrace in the
north and Tgypt in the south. She ocaptured Eion, &% the mouth of
the Strymon River, in 476, but an sttempt at colonization wes
thwarted by the Threcian tribes. She &8lso tried without success to
seize the city of Doriscus, on the northern side of the mouth of
the Hebrus River (opposite Ainos whioh is on the south side).
Athens d1d secure the sees around Thrace: in 474, for exemple, she
eaptured the islend of Seyros, on the route 40 western Thrnna; &nd
Thasos with i1ts g0ld mines, off the Thracian coast was & menber of
the League. The Egyptien expedition, intended to outflank Persia,
ended iln disaster in 4566.

The power of Persia thus blocked Athenien smbitions in the
south, while the growth of the Odrysian empire prevented Athenien
expansion to the north into Threce. Accordingly, the middle of
the century sew an important shift in Athenian foreigh poliey.
Pericles made Athenlien endeavours to veer from the north, south,
and west 53/ of the Mediterranesn and to concentrate in the direction
of the Black Se& which was now imperilled.

The immediste danger was to the trade-route itself. The

Odryslian empire wes moving towards the Propontis: control of
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Byzentium and Sestos would have meent control of the trade going
through both ends of the Sea. Offieisls had been sent to Byzentium,
among other cities, in 465 to colleet the tribute and to "represent
Athens! 1nterests,"ﬁ4 end speciel officials, ealled "warders néﬂfhe
Hallespont", were st&tioned &t Sestos to control paéssing ships. .
Byzentium governs the géit from the Bosporus, while Sestos, the "corn-
chest of the FPiraeus," guerds the exit from the Hellespont. In
447, therefore, Pericles personally led &n expedition to the Thracian
Chersonese; he estéblished & cleruchy (military colony) with &
thousand men, &nd built & wall sacross the Isthmus between the Aegean
and the Fropontis, which protected the isthmus sgainst Threcien Iin-
ﬂﬂrEiDDB-ET of 8ll his expeditions, writes Flutareh, this one

was held in most loving remembrance, since it proved the
salvetion of the Hellenes who dwelt there. 68/

Fericles was determined to protect the trade route from Greek
88 well &8s herberian enemies. From the Hellespont corn wes not
cérried directly to the Piraeus, sinee that would entailed turning
the sinister cepe of Sunium &t the southerm tip of Attica. (This
was &t & time when Perleles wés "Rdmired &nd celebrated even amongst
foreigners" for having clrocumnavigeted the PeloPGnnesua.}Eg Inatesd,
the goods of the Hellsspont were lended &t Histisee, on the northern
tip of Euboee. From there they were cérried to the Euboe&n Se& &nd
shipped to Orcpus, on the northern shore of Attiee, thenee over-
lend to Athens via Deceles. 60/ The Euboean revolt in 447/6 thus
creeted a danger to the Athenien supply route fully &s greet &s the
Qdrysiean expension. Pericles promptly a&ttacked the islend with
fifty ships and five thous&nd hoplites and brought it to heel.

The island was trested mildly, with but one sxception. The ciftizens

of Histieee were removed &8 @ body and Athenians were settled in
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their plasce, becouse they hed dered interfere with Athenien shipping.

As Fluterch puts it, Fericles trested

them, &nd them only, thus inexor&bly, beceéuse they had
teken &n Attic ship ceptive &nd slain its crew. 61/

Pericles' wisdom in recognizing this threst and deeling with it wes
borne out by Athenien experlence in the Peloponnesian Wer. When
the Spartens ceptured Deceleg in 4l§éjgra1n had to be cerried by
se8 paat Sumium, "Bt grest cost." ek
In 447, a eleruchy with two thousend men was established also
on the isle of Lemmos, end fifteen yeers later one of & thousand
men on Imbros: = the islend commending the approech to the Hellespont
from the Aegean. Between 438 and 435 Pericles brought the Greek
citles of the Black Sea region under the sway of Aihans.sﬁ In 437-36,
Pericles led & "large and splendidly equipped armement” into the
black Sse, where
he effected whet the Greek cities desired, and deslt with
them humenely, while to the neighboring nations of Barberiens
with thelr kings end dynests he displayed the megnitude of
his forces #nd the feerless courage with which they sailed
whithersoever they pleesed &nd brought the whole see under
their own control. &4/
The Spértocld dynesty in the Crimee, which was to remain friendly
to Athens for at least & century, was established in 437 with
Athenien eid, along with the betting up of &n Athenien elernchy at
nearby Nympheeum. 2t The Spertocid kingdom of Bosporkus hed as
its capitel Penticspeum, and later included Theodosim, and two
principal ports~of-trade for the Crimeen and Seythien corn. For
reesons Rostovtzeff regards as mysterious, Athens wes unsble to
gain & foothold in Olbis, 8 key oity on the north western shore;
the corn had therefore to move &cross the Blesck Sesa and then along

the south western shore of the Black See on its wey to the Bosporan
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66
stralts. Athenien colonists were esteblished &t Sinope, command-

ing that route, &s well &z elther side of Sinope, &t Astacus and

67
.ﬁmiﬂllﬂ-_f

Athenien military control of the corn trade thus was complete.
Te insure her supremscy, Athens forbede &ny but Athenien ships i.e.,
ships carrying grein to Athens, from entering the Black Se&; the
prohibition did not stop short of the Athenisn "allies." = Byzentium
wes the foocel point of the system; other states could buy corn at
Byzantium only by speclal permisslon of Athens. Ome such grant has
been preserved for us, in the form of & deoree dated 426/b relating
to Methone, & Macedonien city which wes & member of the Athenian
Leggue. liethone undertook to provide & body of scldiers for &
current Athenian war in Threce; in return, she wes granted permission
to buy each year & specified amount of corn in Bysgentlium. For each
purchase, written notice must be given to the Athenian officiels
at Bysantium, e&nd no liethonlan ship may proceed past Byzentiam. 22/
I cén hardly be doubted that under such conditions corn wes bought
eénd sold at proclaimed equivelencles; the persistance, for several
eenturies, of the belief thet the "just price”™ for corn was five
drachmae per madimm,zgfin the fece of what appesrs B seoculser rise
in prices, probably hed its roots in sueh proclelmed equivelenocies.
We should also note &t this point the persistence of & 2:1 ratio of
wheat to bérley prices from the fourth to the second centuries,
despite the violent fluctuations in the price of graein 71/ in genersl.
The modernlzing notion thet & corn market, onoe established, could
have secured the seme degree of continuity of supplies end anything
like the same degree of stability of priees, appesrs entirely

unrealistio.
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Thus corn moves along & specific trade route guarded by
Athenien colonles end naevel power, in sccordance with Athenien
foreign fuliny. The corn was bought &t the great emporium of
Pantlcapeum: Rostovtzeff infers & sort of Olkos trade on the psrt
of the Greek lords and tyreants of thet region, in whieh they =0ld
both the products of thelr own feudal estates and, to an even
grester extent, the corn purchésed from the Seythian tribes of the

T4
interior. Herodotus reports, not without amezement, that the

Saeythians growm corn "not for their own use but for sele.” EE/ In

the middle of the fourth century, the Bosporan kingdom opened

enother emporium, Theodosie, which because of its superior herbor
faclilities soon supplanted Eantiaapeum.zi/ These emporie could

not have in their orgeanizetion differed essentislly from the e2rly
Europeen fectories and ports of trede as we find them established

on the Pepper, Gold, Tooth and Sleve Coasts of West Africe. From
Penticepeum, the ocorm arossed the Bleck Sea and moved &long the
southern shore to Byzentium, where some of it was resold to verious
Gresk stetes. The bulk wes shipped to the great emporium of the
Pirpeus, where twe thirds (sccording fto & fourth eentury lew, which
méy heve exlisted even eerlier) hed to be immedistely oarried to
ﬂthens-zﬁf Thet the Greek states of the mainland did in fact buy
much of their food in the Athenien emporium of Pireseus is evident
from the importence generelly asoribed to Pericles' decree forbidding
the Megerians from entering the Athenien merket - the immedigte ceuse
of the Peloponnesien War. Whlle Thuoydides demonstrates thet this
wes more & deliberate provocetion then en underlying oeuse.
Aristophenes!’ pleture of the starving Megerisn pe&sent in the

Archernians cennot heve been altogether off the truth. (Aristopheénes
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gives this as the ceuse of the war in order to show what he regerded
gs its trivielity). The 0ld Oligerch, elsc explains the cruciel
role of Athenieén see power in meinte&ining 1ts emplre:

For there is ne eity thet does not reguire to import or

eXport commodities; &nd this will be out of its power

unleses it be cbedient to those who h&ve the mastery of

the ses. 6/

Athens' defest by Sperts in the Peloponnesien Wer temporerily
destroyed her hold over the corn trade. (me of the instruments of
the Sperten streategy wes, in feot, sm attack on the enemy's supply
route. Agls, besieging Athens in 409, saw "vessel after vessel
laden with corn resching Pirseus," snd deecided thet Athens could not
be defeated unless her corn supply were out off. He therefore sent
the son of the Bysentine proxenocs &t Spérta to Byzentium in &n .
effort to win over that olty as well as Calchedon from Athens.

T™his oceurred &fter the Sperten capture of Deceles -~ half way between
Oropus and Athens - hed olosed the land route from Bubces. The
Spartens ealso ettempted to cut off corn shipments from Egypt.
Eventually, Athens lost her fleet, &nd the wer, in 406.

As soon &s Athenisn navel supremécy was recovered efter fthe
Peloponnesian war in 594, & commerciel treaty was slgEE? between
Athens and Satyrus, the king of the Bosporan kingdom. But the
8dministered trede of the fourth century differed much from that of
the fifth, &8s to the degree of Athenlen control. In the fifth
oentury, Athens edministered the trade almost single~h&ndedly since
the Bosporen cities were under her rule. In the fourth ecentury,
the Pontic trede wes administered &s treety-trede between great

powers. Athens ruled the sees only from the Threcisn Bosporus

westwerd, while the now-powerful kingdom of the Cimmerlian Bosporus

meinteined dominance over the Black Sea. 79/ The Bosporen kings
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were chieftain treders whose weslth derived from the corn trede whieh
they appropriated; Athens in turnm needed the Bosporen corm. In the
seme wey, after Alexander the Great's deeth, when Egypt under Plolemy
Philedelphus ruled the MAegeen, we find close diplometic reletions
between the Bosporus and Egypt.aﬂ

Details of this edministered trade during the relgn of the
greatest of the Bosporen kings, Leucon (o£.388 to 348 B.C.) have
been preserved in the speeches of Demosthenes. Leucocn, "who controls
the trede,” granted priority of lesding to any merchant cerrying corm
' to Athens snd exempted such mershants from the customs dues of @
thirtieth-gi/ These rights tradition&lly epplied to Penticapeum, the
port of trade for eorn. But Leucon elso opened enother emporium,
85 Demosthenes himself cells it, at Theodosie and @&pplied the same
privileges thera.ﬁgf Theodosia had in earlier times been &n importent
emporium before Seythian incursions put an end to this her role.
Leucon's conguests restored Thecodosia as an empurlum-EE In return,
Athens conferred citizenship on Leucon while exempting him from 8ll
civie obligetions, &nd crowned him with & golden wreath at the
Penethendeie festival. The deeree giving him these rights &end honors
wes set out in stone in triplliecate; one copy wWas set up in the Piraeus,
one et FPanticapeum, end one in the temple ﬁf Zeus &t the entrance to
the Black Sea.gﬂf In 347, the year following on Leuecon's desth, his
sons Spertocus II end Peerisades I, who succeeded him, sent
emisseries to Athens to announce their father's death &nd their in-
tention to continue his policies; Athens set up & decree in their
honor in the Pireeus 86/ (8lso honoring & third brother who did not

shere in the rule). Fmerisades became the ruler in B34/ 3, and

Demosthenes credite him with & renewal of the privileges. 86/
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While Athens w&s the most favored nation under this treety
trede, she dld not enjoy the seme monopoly thet she had in the pre-
ceding century. Thus, & decree in honor of Leucon passed by Arcadie
in 369 B.C. suggests that she, too, received some privilege. And in
380, lMiytilene, on the islend of Lesbos, received permission from
Leugon to buy 100,000 medimns of corn &t &n export duty of only
1 1/9%; on exports above thet amount, & duty of 1 2/3 wes charged,
in itself & seving of healf the normal export tnx.s?

King Leucon made s8lso gifts of corn to Athens. Demosthenea
séys that the gift in 357 wes so large that the sitones (2 tamker-
like official eappointed to purchase grain on governmental sccount
during emergencies) hed & surplus of fifteen talents left for the
Tre@asury &fter disposing of the grain-gﬁj This should me&n one of
two things. Elther the grain was en outright gift and was distributed
on some conventionel basls to the cltizenry, the rem&inder being sold
for the benefit of the treasury, or else Leucon sold the grein to
Athens st much less then the normel price, the fifteem telents being
the difference between the cost and the ressle price. The first
@élternative seems = in this oese more likely. Strabo, in writing of
Theodosin's superiority over Fanticepeam, remarks that Leucon once
sent 2,100,000 medimns - & very lerge &amount - to Athens from
Theodosie. Egj This may refer to the seme or to another gift, but
it need not; 1t mey slmply represent the total of & yeer's shipments
to Athens.

The exemple of lytilene shows thet the administered trade
between Athens and the Crimee was exceptional. Hesebroek insists
that "all the so-c&lled commercial treaties which have come down to

us from pre~Hellenlstic times &re concerned not with commercial




24,

edventeges, but with the supply of corn &nd other indispensable
commcdities, ineluding meteriels for defence &and shipbuilﬂing“.ggj
Grain supplies were 8lmost universally seocured through treesties,
which were generally concerned with the right to buy goods in & certein
port or ports snd in obtaining edventseges in trensportation: full or
partia% exemption from dues; sefety from seigzure; amd priority in
lsdin - 1.6+ the conditions of the Athens-Bosporus trade.
Athens wes only pertielly suceessful in her efforts to retain

control of the western helf of the Fontie route. In 387, & treaty
with Clazomense on the Asis liinor coast, grénted thet city permission
tc buy corn in certeln specified citias.ggfaut other former depend-
encies, notebly Byzantium herself, esserted their independence from
time to time by selzing grein ships, either expropristing the grein
or foroing the ships to pay duty. Thus, during & Spertern wer with
Athens, in 387/6, the Sparten genersl, with elghty ships under his
comménd, prevented the ships from the Bleck Sea from sailing to
hthens.gz One of the first steps teken by Philip of Mecedon, Alexesndert's
fether, méking & bid for a&n Asgeén empire, wes to resch out for &
strénglehold on Athenian corn supply. According to Demosthenes,
King Fhilip

seeing thet we heve more imported corn then &ny other people

in the world . . . went to Thrace, and first celled upon the 94/

Byzantines, who were his allies, to join in the wer egeinst us.
Athens hed inoreesing difficulty in keeping Byzentium within her
sphere of influence. About 360, she found herself compelled to convoy
her grein ships beceuse the Byzentines were "agsin" foreing them to
put into Bysantium end unload their cergo thera.95 Instances of seizures

of corn ships by Byzentium, Calchedon, Cyzicus, Chios, Cos, Rhodes, and

liecedonie &re recorded between 362 end 338. 96/ Two years later
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Alexender succeeded his father on the throne; &s soon &8s his great
campiigns in the esst were launched, the corn supply of the Black See
was diverted for the use of his ermies, and Athenian tresde wes prec-
ticelly at an end. It c&n hardly be mere chénce thet over the next
yeers Attica sew her worst femine since Solonian times.

More thean enything else the politicel genius of Pericles hed
been responeible for the orgenization of Athenien corn trade with

the Black Sea. He was & master of Reslpolitik: he was governed by

the prineiple of limiting Athenien policy to the etteineble. Control
0f the route to the Bleck Sem &nd of the surrounding countries wes
within the scope of Athenian power, hence he socught to channel
Athenien efforts in this direction end to restrict them in cthers.
Plutarch, following upon his desoription of Pericles' expedition to
the Blaock Sea, offers this enalysis of rare insight:

But in other metters he did not esccede to the vain impulses

of the citizens, nor was he swept 8long with the tide when

they were eeger, from & sense of thelr great power and good

fortune, to lay hands egein on Egypt end molest the realma

of the King (i.e. of Persia) which ley elong the see. lieny

glso were possessed alresdy of thet Inordinete and lnan-

spicilous pession for Sielly which wes afterweard kindled

into flame by such orators &s Aleiblades. And some there

were who sctually dreamed of Tuscany and Carthege... 97/

But Pericles was ever trylng to restrain this extravagsnce

of theirs, to lop off their expensive meddlesomeness and

to divert the greatest part of thelr forces to the guarding

énd securing of whaet they &lreedy had won. 98 That he

wes right in seeking to confine the power o e Athenians

within lesser Greece wé&s smply proved by what came to pﬂSB-EE/
Pericles, in short, developed the Black Se& corn supply &8 en alter-
netive to the Egyptlen end the Sieilien, which were blocked by the
power of Perslia snd Syrecuse. Athens hed mede & tremendous effort
to wrest power over Egypt from Persie & few ye8rs earlier. The

8ttempt proved &bortive and &lmost ended in total disaster. FPericles

eéventnelly resisted all further attempts to renew the ettack on Egypte
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Athens' interest in Egypt wes prompted at least in pert by
& deslre to tap Egypt's vest grein production. Thus, & Libyan
pretender to the throne 74-77 of Egypt sent & gift of forty fthousand
medimns of wheat to Athens in 445 B.C. in the hope of winning her

100/
support. Some twenty yeérs later, the Egyptien king Amesis sent
Athens & large quentity of berley during & femine, in exchenge for
an aliiance ageinst Persin;lnl it is this gift that Aristophsenes
ridiouled because barley only was sent, insteed of wheet. Corn
clearly was the me&ns of persusding Athens to teke a hand in
Egyptain-Fersisn relstlons.

It 18 difficult to &assess the extent to which Athens received
grain from Egypt during this period; the evidence is ineondusive.
There méy heve been & trickle of trsde between Greece &nd Egypt
from the third millennium until sbout the tenth century, when the
convialsions attendant upon the breskdown of the Myceneen eivilization
Stopped 1t eltogether. Trade moved from Egypt elong the Syrisn
end Palestinlien ccest, either by land or sea&, then the Cyprus, end
thenee to Greeaa.lggx Lfter & three hundred year lapse trade was
resumed in the seventh century meybe beceuse of incressed me stery
of the sea, sinece it wes now possible to sell by ses from Fgypt
direetly to Rhodes and Crete, e&nd thence to the Greek settlements
in Asie Minor. 108/ Miletus took the lead in this phase of the
trade, which was cerried on exclusively thrnﬁéh the port of trade
of Neuoratis, founded perhaps et the end of the seventh century by
the Egyptien king Amaesis. 104/ There is no mention of Athens in

connection with Naucretiz in this early period.
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105/
Although most writers assume that corn wes one of the

prinocipal exports from Neudretis, & list of Bgyptain exports to
Greece through that port of trede during the seventh &and sixth
genturies does not mention graln.lgéf On the other hend, Egyptien
myths recorded by Dicdorus (em unrelléble source) say that some
of the anclent kings of Athens were Egyptismn. One in pertiocular,
Erechtheus, "through his reoiel connections with Egypt brought
from there to jmhenﬁ_jﬁﬁreat supply of grein" during & femine and
thereby beceane ktng.loq

While gift trede of an occesional character 1s on record
in the fifth century, it is hard to determine how much trade of a
more regular sort did occur. Certainly the Persien conguest of
Egypt must heve hed some disturbing effeot, and Mells t, who has
made & study of Greek-Egyptien relations, believes that Egypt wes
on the other hend, & fifth century poet, Bacchylldes, quoted by
Athenseus, spegks of

vessels filled with wheet (which) bring from Egypt, through
the shining weves of the sea, the most precious of riches. 109/

However much wheet Athens did or 41d not obtain from Egypt, she
did not control the trede. Sperts spparently drew some grain from
Egypt, too since during the Peloponnessien War Athens attacked the
Sperten islend of Oythere (off the southern tip of Leconls),

where the merchent vessels from Egypt &snd Iybie commenly
put in. 110/

At the seme time, Athenien imports from Egypt &re indiceted about
408 B.C. Andooldes persuaded Cyprus to 1lift its emb&rgo on grein
exporte to Athens, &nd reports thet fourteen ships ere gbout to

enter the Firseus, with more on thelr wey. 111/ Since the co&sting
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route from Egypt to Cyprus wes still populer, perhaps more popular
thén the direct se& ruuta,ll&xwe mey reasonebly assume thet this
shipment origineted in Egypt. Athenien grein lmports from Egypt
seem to have ineressed in the late fifth century, &s Andcocides’
speech indlcetes. Thus Rostovtszeff points to the prevelence of
Athenisn influences in Neukretis in the lete fifth and fourth
centuries, &s shown by the pottery and coinage finds.l&EﬁIn the
middle of the fourth century, the Atheniens passed & decree In
honor of a Neukratis citizen, Theogenes, & man

kindly disposeéd towerd the Athenien pecple, who does

whetever good he c8n to those who ocome to him om both

public business and privetely. 114/
We mey essume thet the "public business" included the purchase of

COrn.

III.

The third great source of grein - the lsland of Sieily -
lay just outside the orbit of Athenian power. The position of Athens
was tentelizing. The size of the 3icilien corn orcp is indiceted by
the offer mede by Gelo, tyrent of Syracuse, to supply corn "for the
whole Grecian srmy" for the durstion of the Perslan Wer, on condition
thet he be made commander-in-chief- elther of the Greek &ermy or of
the Greek fleet.llB/ While there is no positive evidence of Slecilien
wheet exports to Greece before the fifth century, we cennot doobt
thet there wes, in feet, significent trsde; the westernm cclonies
could heve peid for their imports from continental Greece only in

this wey. 116/ While the volume of trede during the fifth century
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117/
cénnot be &ccuretely Judged, it wes of & regular cherecter. The

Peloponnese was the mein customer.

Athens wes barred from this source by Corinth which sat estride
the trede route. Her stretegic site, together with her colomies in
the Adristic gave her dominence over trade with the neat.légj The
Athenian breek with Corinth about 460 at the time of the expedition
to Egypt can heve been meent only es an attempt to press for the
maéstery of #ll overse&s sources of Erain.}}ﬂf Athens first ettacked
Corinth indirectly by selzing Aegine, destroying the commerce of
Megere and bringing Boeotia-to heel, so &s to gain & footing in the
Corinthian Gulf. But altimstely, securing of imports from the west
depended upon Bt leest partiel control of the Sicilian end Southern
Itelisn ports of trade themselves. "Nothing less than the success
of the Syrecussn expedltion could have &chieved 1t“*1ED Thus the
Athenieans intervened on behalf of the Leontines in their local war
with Syracuse.

upon the ples of thelr common descent, but in reslity to
prevent the exportation of Sicilian corm to Peloponnese

end to test the possibility of bringing Sielly into
subjection. 1281/

It wes this threat to the food supplies of the Peloponnese that
brought Athens into confliet with Sperte. The Athenisn pressure
towerds the Corinthien isthmus wes clearly recognized &s & peril
to Sperte end her allies; Sperte and Corinth were thus drawn
together by the common denger. The Peloponnesian Wer wss the out-

gome of the Athenien &im of controlling the western corm supply.
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Chepter 38, page l.

Chepter 36, Seeuring corm lwports
Why d4id Athens, the site of the firat importsnt merket

pleee in history, the famed agore, herself never htecome & pioneer
of merket Tredet VWhy d4id her extreme dependence on lmported grein,
eombined with her experience in market methods not meke her take

the leed in the establiskment of Bn intermetional corn market which,
on the fege of it, should heve solved her problem? Indeed, why

did she strike out rethar in the opposlite diregtion, obstrueting
the Egyptisn initistive in setting up such 8 merket? One need not
shere sn unhistoricsl prejudige in fevour of merket methods %o see
the problem of Athenien corm trade Ln these ocommon Sense terms.

Agoordingly, our points of anguiry should be: To wha$
extent did the conditions of the corn trade permit the development
of market trade? Or, conversely, how fear did those colrocumstances
discourage such 2 development and require the use of mdministra-
tive methods af trading in order te emsure the supply of eorn?

The answey, we snhﬁit, ley in the geegraphiesl and politiosl
atructure of the regions in whioh supplies and communications were
situsted. These conditions, under whloh wmilitary sand politiesl
power had to be employed %o enmsure the forthooming of the supplies,
8nd indeed the sefety of the trade routes themselves, determine ./
the metheds end orgenizetion of trade.

Hine tenths of the matter is oemprised in the geogrephioesl
eireumastances which kept Attice at 8ll times keenly enxious sbout
the provensngs of her delly bread from overseas, &nd mede her
eventually seek out the Blagk Sea, Egypt and Sielly, in succession.
The rest may be summed aup in the reecgnition thast while Athenlan
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foreign policy was corm polliey, it wes never affected by commsrcisl
gonslderations or insplred by so-¢zlled trade interests. The
resaon for this epperent persdox will be manifest from & bere out-

line of the hnistory of the corn trede.

I.

Oreece as & whole lecks pesture lend end Atticm's soll is
best suited for the growing of oil snd vine. £At no time sfter the
Solonie erisis dld Athens roise mere then ® frasgtion of her grein.
Yot grein, supplemented by fresh and dried fish, constituted the
gteple of her diet. If we were %o look for eny one determining
foetor in the economie development of gontinentmsl Greece, 1t would
unquestionably be thet eres's preponferent dependence on imports
for her food aupply.

Greek soelsl and politiesl thought mey well have reflected
this unsltereble eiroumstsnoe. The Oreek one ls tempted to conolude,
never developed 2 diselpline of economios heceuse the country could
never rely for its food supply on the merket. Instead it turned
to political theory which almost to this day has rete2ined the cast
of the mould of the Athenisn polis. Her ever unmssusged need for
an sdequate food supply made the principle of self-sufficiency the
besiz postulate of her existence mnd thus of her theory of the
ideel stete. rutarky was to the Greek mind the ratlonale of the
polis. On this point Aristotle mgreed with Fleto - they both
thought thet the citisen populsation of the pells shonld consist
of fermers. Indeed, from the history of Athens no other lesaon

oould be drawn.
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There ls agreement among scholers of sntigulty over this
extreme dependence on imports. HRostovizeff hes shown thet as
late &3 the third century, this inedequeoy wes so pronounced
thet not & trece of commerciel rivelry csn be found between the
two grestest greln prodncers, Egypt snd the Bosporus. Grﬁnﬂy Y
insists thet every Oreek state, with the poasible exception of
Thesssaly »nd Fuboes, was te & greeter or lesser extent dependent
on lmports. . Jlrﬂa,a the sutheority on the subjeot, suggests thet
Athen's dependenge wos so greet thet she could alwnys sbsord say
amount of imports without their causing & fallure of domestiec
priua:.a :

It is possible to meke & orude estimate of the Athenisn
deficit in greln stuffs. Since statistioel secourmrey cannoct be
&ttained for entiquity, the figures cen 40 no more than indleste
ordere of megnitude.

Un the populeticn of Attles the ¢sleulsntions of A.W. Gomme
remein epthoritetive. He estimetes the totel populstion 421 B.C.
as 215,000; of this totel, 172,000 were citisens, 28,600 metics,
end 116,000 slaves. Six yerrs later, after the plague, the total
pepulation was 216,000, with 116,000 oltlzgens. In 383, Gonme
estimates the populstion as £68,000: 112,000 citizens, 42,000
metica, &nd 104,000 ml:.':-|arna;usta.£'"r The populstion of Attica, therefore,
mey have ranged between 200,000 snd 300,000, the latter figure
being spproached before the revages of the plegue in the beginning
0f the Peloponneaien War.

our only informetion on Athenisn domestie produetion and
imports 1s for fthe late fourth century. An Fleusian inseription
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of 329 ¥.C. records Attle production et 368,EEQ medimns. But of
this total, only 28,500 medimns were whest, the rest barley, a
rétio of less thean one to 1en-§£ While this probebly wes a
femine yesr, Gomme estimetes the maximum possible production et
410,000 muﬁinnn,gy Tod ot 450.000-? Aeeepting Beloch's
estimete of 8n sverage per capite consumption of six medimms, &
meximum of 75,000 people could be sapported from the domestle
preduation. With & population renge of twe to three hundred
thousend, minimum imports of one te one and & helf million medimms
would bhe required, or two %o three times the domestlic produgtion.
Pomestic production maust have been insufficient even to feed the
agrerian population; In 170 B.C., when the population of Attles
wes probebly mueh smaller them in the eolessicel ers, Athenisn
embeasadors a8t Rome cleim tha$ Athens "feeds even the husbandmen
with imported corn.”

The dependenos on lmports was even greater then this

statistlosl guess wonld indicate. While the populetion s & whole

depended on imports for & lerge proportion of its food, the
¢itizenry depended on imports slmest entirely. Our figures re-
ferred to the totel of whest and barley. But barley was considered
£it only for sleves end metics; & eitizen would eant harley only

if he were very poor or 1f femine ocenditions preveiled. Arlstophsnes,
sneers At the demoeratic greim distributions, reminding his fudience
thet the gift of five medimms in 424 B.C. wes mere barley. 8/ 4
speaker in the Deinoscphists says:

We heve no interest in bderley since the town is
full of wheat breed. 10/

While wheat was considered the citizens' stsple, it constituted
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no more then cne-tenth of the domestlec Athenien erop - enmough to
feed perhaps elght or nine thoussnd citizens. Imports thus quite
generslly meant wheet ilmports. } lerge proporticn of the sleves
gould probebly te fed by domestie berley; the cltlzens depended
entirely on lnpartu.ll Such wes mostly the cese; sceording %o
Neum Jesny's resesrch on snzient pgriculture, wheet "demineted
the internationsl grein trade of the clmssicesl era almoat toc the
exclusion of the others. =

our estimete of the extent of Athens' dependence on imports
{s gonfirmed by & aspeech of Demosthenes, in which he chserves that
400,000 medimni of wheat had beem imported from the rontus im 338,
end that the imports from "there"” genorelly equsl ithens' total
imperts from all other nouruun-l The flgure, he seld, oculd be
verified by oheoking the books of the inspectors &t the emporium.
fhis would smount to totel wheet imports of only 600,000 medimns
for thet yerr. But Kocevelov, B Ruasien philologist, insists that
& study of the syntux of Pemonthenes' phrase shows conclusively
that 800,000 medimnl were mefnt &s goming from the Bosporus, not
iﬂﬂ.ﬂmﬂ-lﬁf He mrgues that this latter figure referred only to
penticepeum, "the home pert", not elsc to Theocdoslse from which
onee sgain thet smount was shippsd. Aeeepting these figures, we
get total imports of 1,600,000 medimmes. JInecluding the home crop
this would smount to sbeut £,000,000 medimns - the probeble yearly
requirement.

There L8 ne need to stress the point further. Thare 1s
widespreed agreement to-day thet eorm supply dominsted Athenisan

foreign polley. Grundy bluntly maserts thet forelgn poliey was
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food poliey. 2 S0 does Glﬂfl--j Frencotte observaes that

"le pramiug:_dut questions economiques pour les Grees etait oelle

du psin."

Only three instences come to mind of great powers which
largely imported thelr food supply: the eity states of ithens and
home in sntiguity, end Britain, gpproximately since 1770.

Pree trsde Englsnd represents the clessic instance of
relisange for food on & world market. She virtuslly destroyed her
domestio egriculture after 1846 in the neme of the doetrine of
comparstive cosis. For half a century her weelth and power eppsrently
justified her abnegation of self-suffieiency. But since World War
I it hes begome incressingly evident thet the successiul funotioning
of the world merket Ltself depended on Britain's financiel,
military or peliticel contrel of the organisation of world trede.
Heving lost that gentrol, Britaln finds harself dependent on the
trescherous meghenism of &n unregulated world market. An inerease
in rew neterisl prloes due to Armements &nd stoekpiling threestens
the stability of her whole economy. She is 6% present trying to
$yee herself from such a dependence through long-ferm berter
sgreements, currency conirol, licensing srrangements end other
instruments of edministered trede.

The Romen Empire adopted the other alternetive. Rether
¢hen rely on the "world corn market” which hed been esteblished in
the lete fourth century in the esstern Medlterranesn, Rome smeshed

this market snd brought the chief grain producers under her direot
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control. Sieily wes conguered first in the third century, and
throughout Homen history remelned her "storehouse.” In the yesr
8 L.De, the empercr essumed the responsibility for feeding the
eity of Rome; he filled this obligetion ebly, through the tributes
ievied in kind on the provinces. Besldes Sicily, Josephus tells
us thet IEgypt sent enough corn %o feed Rome for four months ond

18
Afriee enough for elght months; e this prnha?%y emounted to
2,900,000 and 5,800,000 medimni respeotively. Singe the

empercr's responsibllities extended far beyond the feeding of the
elty of Rome, - the srmy snd the imperial household eslso had to
be fed, methods of edministersd trade were employed. Rostovizeff
when listing whaet he deems to be proof of extenslve capitelistie
sotivity ln the Romen Fmpire, is foreed to admit the primesoy of
administered trade;

It must be £dmitted. . . thet the lergest consumer

was the ilmperiel annone snd thet moast of the

merchants, who freguently were at the same time

shipowners and owners of storehouses, worked on

behalf of the emperor, thet is to say, on behalf

of the pofglatiun of the city of Rome =nd the Brmy...

The imperisl ennonea w&s the chlefl moving force in

the interprovinelal trade, buying #nd trensporting

large messes of corn, oil, wine, meat, fish, lamber,

hldes, metals, &nd c¢lothes for ths needs of the

trmies on the Rhine, Denube, snd Tuphretes, and

some of these srticles for the needs of the cepitsl. 20/

fthens never schieved the imperiel splendor of Rome. Dpuring
E memoreble half ceatury she ruled direotly the trrde routes end
eontrolled by military meens the sourges of supply In the ¥Fastern
assts. When her strategle hold wes lost, she turned te & complex
of sdpinistretive methods to secure her food supply.
But let us begin st the beginning.

The Solonie embarge on the export of gorn ie the flrst
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instence of corm supply being brought within the reslm of publle
poliey; it never left that plece.

(ne meeting of the Athenien Assembly in eech pryteny - &
tenth pert of the yeear - wes celled the "soverelgn™ Assembly; in
this neeting, socorfding to Aristotle,

the people have to retify the continnance of the
megistrates in office, Lf they ere performing their

duties properly, &néd to consider the supply of eorm,
end the defence of the country. AL/

Corn supply, netionsl defence, snd the continuing supervision of
the meglstrates, in other words, sre the three subjects which must
be considered at least cnoe during eech session of the Assembly.
Corn supply is prominent on & 1lst of subjects eny prospectlve
statesman must mester, esccording to Xemophon; the others 2re state
revenues and sxpenditures, wer, home defence, and the silver mines. !Ej
The Solonic¢ embergo was never reperled. Rather it wes re-
inforced. legislation wes designed, in & general way, to drew the
greatest possible amount of grein to Athens and to prevent the
movenment of greln sway from Athens. ¥o Athenlsn resldent was
permitted to tramnsport greln anywhere except to Athems; the "severaest
penaltie s™ were presgribed for finlntian-aﬁ Ho sem-loan eould be
mede on eny ship or oPrgo unless it were specified that a return
sergo of corn or certepin other legelly specified commodlities were
broeught tc Athens. 5y We may essume that timber snd other supplies
for shipbullding figured prominently on the list, although only
gorn 58 mentioned in the sources. 3inge, &5 we heve sald ebove, the
petty empores could herdly put to see without the sea-losn, this
regulstion must heve been of grest Lmportance.

As msy perhsps be inferred from these passages, the




orgenizetion of corn supply was an instence of edministered trade.
The fotusl treding wes done by the charecteristic metic treder, at
lesst 8t the Greeck end. Greece knew no temksr type of trade except
in time of emergency. TYet the trade routes, the terms of trade =
including price, to & gonsiderable extent - the sources of goode -
most of this wes flxed by treaties or other diplomatio errengements,
end the sctusl treding took plece &3 5 rule in & port of trade.
The extent to whleh this trade was administered is suggested by &
pessege in Aristotle's Hhetorie. In specifying the matters a
statesmen must be conversant with in order tc administer state
sffaire, he srys that

in regerd to food (he) must know whet esmount of

expenditure is sufficient to support the State;

what kind of food is produced at home or can be

lmported; and whet exports and imports are negesaary,

in order that contracts snd asgresements msy be mede

with those who cen furnish them. (I, 4, 11)

The great corn producers listed by Theophrsstus were Asayris,

Lgypt, Lyblie, fontus, Thrsece, end S8ielly. But thet wes by the end
of the fourth ecentury. In eerlier times the power of Persis blooked
fthenian recess to the Fest, ng well es to Fgypt and Iybie, in the
south, although Athens eppesrs %0 have drewn some corn from the
letter; the rlse of Syrscuse, in the west, slong with the rivalry
0% the reloponnesus, checked for & long time Athenlen influence in
Slelly. Thrace snd the Blsck Sesé region - perticulerly the Crimesn

hinterland - thus served cs the chief gransry of Athens in the

elassicel period.

II.

Feislstretus wes the first to make 8 sustalned effort to
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extend Athenlan power towards the north esst, Thrace end the Bleck
ses reglon. He reconquered Sigeum on the scuthern shore of the
entrence to the Hellespont, &nd supported Miltiades in occcupying
the nopthern shore, the Thrscien Chersonese. The corm of this
region may heve been peid for by the bleok-figured Attie veses snd
srohelo Athenien gold and bronse-work dating frem this period,
which héve heen found there in lsrge numbers. The treds was made
pessible by the establishment of & "steble equilibrium” smong the
Seythien tribes st sbout this tinu.za persian expension into
Furope during the lest two decedes of the sixth century however,
must heve out off this trade, whigh wes resumed on & grend ue&ln
imnediately after the Fersien defeat 2% gelsmis.

1% seems doubtful whether, before the seventh century,
Greek trede with the Hleok Sea region wes of eny aecount. A% thet
time ® number of Greek colonies, lergely under Milesisn euaplees,
were established - first on the south shore of the Black Jes, then
on its morth shore. BHot untll the fifth century were these brought
under Athenisn influence or control.

Up to the middle of the fifth century the producta of the
Bleck See wers not esrried all the way by ship to Greece. Through-
out entiquity the powsrful &nd frescherous gurrenta of the
Bosporus were greatly fesred, as lndeed, they 8re even todry.
Polybias' desecription of them hes become famous (1V, 43). This
was perticulsrly true before the remerkeble progress in navigetion
#nd shipbuilding whigh resulted from the Persian Wars. 26/ The
early seeferers never braved the open se8, if 1t wea possible to

eoBst along the shore; but they were In mortel feer of fturming &
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eape, preferring to poringe thelr tiny boets. So the early
treders svelded turning the cape guerding the Bosporus. Instesd

of seiling with their goods ReTOSS the See of ¥armore, the
propontis of the snolents, snd the Dexdsnelles, they lended them
on the west coast of the Hle ek Ses 8t Odessos, H#esembria, or Apollonim.
vpom here, they had them cerried srerland to the Hebrus Velley,
thenoe down the Hebrus River %o tha’ gt emporium of Alnos (Lenus)
on the Aegesn outlet of the river. This eity, slthough situated
in the most berren psrt of Threce, Was one of the wealthiest in
that reglion, < sooupying in regerd %o the Hlaukzgna trade a
position &8 styatesio rs was that of Byzentinm. the rivelry
of Ainos, the port of trade of the lend route, and of Byzentlum,
the port of trade of the see voute will disclose in conerete terms

the militery snd politliesl conditlons of the corn trade.

Byzentium, %he constentineple of our days, ren neck %o neck
with Adnos in the fifth gentury B.G. in their rece for prinsay.
settled in the middle of the seventh century, seventeen years efter
the oity of Oelchedon on the opposite side of the straits,
Byzéntium remeined, like nelchedon, &n unimportsnt egricultural
settlement for the next two genturles. She wes better off then
calchedon only hecéuse of her super ior fisheries. = galghedon,
es noted, wes settled somewhsat gerlier them Bysantium, huniuua
of the grester fertility of her soll; sysentium's flsheries were
spparently not utilised until somewhet later. Herodotus, writing
in the middle of the fifth century, when Byzentlum's ﬁaﬂing
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sdventraze wes slresdy evident, rldiculed the Cheleedoniens for
their blindness in settling on the wrong slde ¢f the stralts.
{IV, 144). But this only proves how unimportent the route froem
the rontus had teen before. For the perfect loeation of
Bysentium could not have been overlooked, if trade had moved
through the streitm; singe the currents foree every ship thet comes
from the Blagk 3ea to stop there. Certainly some of the corn trade
did prss through the Hellespent; thus Herodotus desorlbes XZerxes
watching corn ships pessing through the Hellespont on thelr way
to teglna and the Enlapunneaa.ﬁ and reports thet when Elletus
exiled its tyrent, Histiseus, he ssiled to Byssntlum withaglght
trivemes end seized every ship coming from the Bleogk Ses. 1%
méy be, however, thet Herodotus is gullty of an enechronism in this
regerd, these events ocourred 2lmost seventy-five yefrs before he
wrote, end in the mesntime Byszentium's grestness msy heve become
s0 famed thet he could not concelve of en elternetive route. In
any event, no mention is mede of ‘thens recelving Trimeen corm a8t
that time.

Byzantium fell before the Persisn advence into Furope In
818 B.0., &nd the populstion fled to the Hlasek Sea port of

2%
Mesembrisa; the clty wes burnmed and wes not resettled until
&4
its regapture from the FPersisns in 479. During this reletively

long period Persian influence =nd control aextended through all of
Threce; Alnos and the other Greek c¢ltiea of the Chersonese begsn
issuing coins on the Persien standerd. 3B/ 0Oreece must have been
now cut off from her Hlescgk 3ea corn supply.

479 B.C., the yerr of the Fersien retreet from Europe,
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méarka the helght of Alnos' glory and wealth, which cén be traced
threugh her colins end through tﬁs Athenien tribute lists. In

480 she begen to strike colms on # 1ight Attic stenderd; her tetre-
drechms, for beauty ag: workmenship are not surpessed by those of
any other Greek alty. She wes Essessed sn emnuel tribute of
twelve talents from 464 to 450 B.C. s 8 member of the Jonfederany
of Delos.

But Ainos' wealth and greftness were short-lived; by the
third gusrier of the fifth century, she had been reduced te poverty
and relative obscourity. Her tribute mssessment was reduced %o ten
telents between 4456 end 440 B.C- In the next two yesrs 1t dropped
to nnliagnur talents; Alnos peld no tribute whatscever from 437
onward. In 450 she issusd ® gold coin besring & figure of Rermes
on & throne » & type lssued only three times during the eity's history
e8ch A time of serious crisis. According to A.B. West, the coin
"was an emphaiie way of eslling upon thelr patron ged to bring aid
te his impoverished prf::?au." = From this time on, the oity was
in & redugsd uanditlan.ag

Sysentium’s rise wes & meterorie 2a was the f8ll of ‘inos.
In 4568, the first yesr she appesrs on the tribute lists, she peid
nothing. ive yeers leter, she wes essessed four telents 3000
drechmée, which was ilnoressed to fifteen talents in 443, eighteen
telents in 436, snd twenty-cne telents 4380 drachmae in 42E. =

The simultenecus degline of Ainos &nd rise of Byzentiom
were rooted in & single event: the substitution of the new sea
route for the traditionsl lend route. The impelling fmeotor was
the creetion of & ﬁnttvt Thraclan empire which wiped cut the over-

1l8sd route, slthough the improvemsnt inm nevigetion and shipboilding
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nust have contributed to the process. But the militery event waes
dominant. Between the yesrs 480 and 480 B.C., Teres, %the chief of
the Odrysians, 8 Threoisn tribe, oreated =m empire extending frnn4
Abdere in the fegean to the mouth of the Danunbe on the Blagk Sea,
&nd inclunding &8s its subjeots the Thracien tribes, the formidable
Gﬂtac¢a ignd "the other hordes"” around the Dénube bordering on
3eythia. Unéer his successors, Sitalkes and Seuthes, the empire
wis consolidated 2nd made into & grest and weelthy power. In 429,
two years efter Teres' desth, the Athenisns sought em mlllence with
Sitelkes, &nd Thugydides cbserved thet his kingdom

wes thus & very powerful kingdom; in revenue &nd general

prosperity surpessing &ll in Zurope between the Ionien

gulf end the Fuxine, and in numbers and militery resources

coming decldedly next t0 the Soythiana, with whom indeed no

Europesn country o&n bear complrison...

The rise of this emplre left the mll-sea route Bs the only
&lternetive and consequently impoverished Alnos. "The establishment
of the Odrysian kingdom athwart the trade routes thet provided the
wealth of Ainos would bring ebout lts virtual u:tlnetion.“igftcuarﬂ-
ing to Gesson's study on the history and archeeology of this regiom.
Since the raids of the anzs Getae out off the trede of Apcllonia
88 lete as Strabo's time, we mAy Rssume the séme interferences
8t that eerllier dete. The archaeologist and the numismetist sgree
thet the growth of the (drysiesn empire made &n end to overlsnd
trades 50 close was this negative correletion thet st the end of
the oentury, ercund 412 B.C. Alnes enjoyed 3 temporsery resurgence
0of wealth "such =8 she had not known for thirty years" 47/ - as the
result of 2 struggle for supremecy smong Odrysien princes. After
Seuthes' 1 death, 2 leesl prines who haed ruled the territory from

the Hebrus River to the Ses of Mermers was exiled, and this territory
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beceme severed from the Odrysisn empive. This turn of events once
more opened up for Alno# the lend route to the Bleek Sea #nd she
enjoyed & thirty-year prosperity which was breught :g en end when
the empire was once &gein consolidated undex Cotys. Qorres-
pondingly we find Byzentium's tribute reduced in 414 to fifteen
telents from its high of almost twenty-two talents in 42E.

The same svents which had destroyed Alnos' trede route &lso

eut off BEysantium from the hinterlend. Other Thraglan {ribez, most

notebly the ‘ratee, bezen & series of ralds which eontinued for P
several centuries. These realds made settled sgrionlture impossible;
the eity thus wes foreed literally to the water's edge =nd by
necessity hed to meke her living from the sea. Hyzentlum 4id not
miss her opportunity: &lmost overnight, she was dellberstely con-
verted into sn gmporium. HNot the graduel growth of economiec forees
but & politieal cetezelysm led to the establlishment of this treding
plece. A mutllsted desoription of this transformetlon hes been

prescrved for us in the pseudo-/ristotelisn Cecomomice II (1346 b,

15~-%6) which will be disgussed below when we consider the problem

of the port of ¢rade.

Byzentium was reesptured from the Fersisns by the Hellenle
fleet under the commend of the Sperten, leusanies, in 478, and the
oity was resettled. BQ/ But twe yesrs luoter, when Fsussniss showed
rersien sympethlies, he was expelled from the entlire ares by on
ithenian fleet under the commsnd of Clmom. Bl/ Jiesusanlas'® derlings
with the rPersisn emperor were imperilling the Blasgk Sea corn supply.

The next twenty yesrs sew the estsblishment of the Confedersoy

of Delos and its conversion intc an itheniazm emplre. By 454, when
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the tressury of the Lesgue wes woved fxom Delos te tthens, the
lesgue included perhaps 260 olties, grouped in five dlvisions: the
Threeien, Hellespentine, Ionlan, Cerlen, emd ihe insular. The
Thracien éistriet renged from Methene in the west to Alnos; the
Hellespontine ineluded the Chersonese and the Greek clties on the
shores of the iropentis snd the Blezek Snn;ﬁn During this perioed
Mhens unsuccessfully sttempted to gein eontrol ¢f Thrace in the
north and Egypt in the south. She eeptured Flom, 81 the aonth of
the Strymon River, in 476, but sn stiempt &% colonisation was
thwarted by the Thrascien tribes. She alsc tried withent success to
selze the oily of Dorlscus, ocn the norihern side of the mouth of
the Hebrus hlver (oppousite /incs which is e¢m the south gide).
i%¥hens dLd secure the sees sround Threcge: in 474, for exrmple, she
géptured the island of Seyres, on the route to western Throce, &nd
Thesos with its gold mines, ofi the Thraeisn cosel was 8 mexber of
the lesgue. The Egyptien expedition, intended %o outflsnk rersie,
ended in discster Lo 4B6.

The pewer of Fersia thus blocked /thenlsn emblitions in the
south, while the growih of the Odrysisn empire prevented Athenien
expension to the north into Threee. Lecordingly, the middle of
the century saw sn lmportént shlft in Athenisn fereigh polley.
Pericles msde Athenian endeavours to veer from the north, south,
end west B3/ of the kedlterranesn snd to conceantraie in the direcilionm
of the Bleok 568 whiek was now lmperilled.

The iumedicie dmnger waa %o the trade-route itself. The

Girysien supire wos movisg towerds the rropontis: eontrol of
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Byszentium end Sestos would have meent contrel of the trade going
through hoth ends of the Sem, Offigials had been sent to Bysentiom,
emong other eitles, 11 465 to colleet the tribnte &nd to "represent
Athens' interuta,'*"""jr and speelsl offieiels, omlled "warders © gﬁtha
Hellespont”, were stationed et Sestos %o eontrol pessing shipe.
Byzentium goverms the gglt from the Bosporus, while Sestes, the "corn-
ghest of tha Plraeus, gusrds the exit from the Hellespont. In
447, therefore, Pericles personelly led &m expedltion te the Thregien
Chersonese: he estehlished s eleruchy [(military golony) with &
thousend men, e#nd built e wall scross the Isthmus between the ‘egssn
snd the Eraynnti:, which protected the isthmus against Thragisn in-
cmrmii.c»::mu»g"'f 0f 81l his expeditions, writes ilutarch, this one

was held in most loving remembrence, sinee 1t proved the
salvetion of the Hellenes who dwelt there. b8/

rerleles wae debermined to proteet the trade route from Ureek
85 well &3 berbarisn enemies. From the Eellespont oorn wes nod
esrried directly to the Piraeus, since that would entulled turning
the sinlster gépe of Sunium 8% the southern tip of Attice. (This
was at & time when rerieclss wes "edmired 2nd celebrated even amengst
foreigners” for having circumnevigeted the Eilﬂpﬁnnﬂﬂul-}ggj Instead,
the goods of the Hellespont were landed at Histlaea, on the northern
tip of Fuboes. From thers they were ctrried to the Fuboean Ses and
shipped %o Oropus, on the northerm shore of Atties, thence ever-
lend $0 Athens vis Deceles. 60/ The Buboesm revelt in 447/6 thus
erested o denger to the Athenien supply route fully fs great Rs the
Odrysisn expemsion. Fericles prouptly atiacked the lszland with
£ifty ships end five thousand hoplites and brought it to heel.

The Lslend was trested mDdly, with but one exeeption. The oltizens

of Histises were removed 88 & body tnd Atheniens were settled in




thelr pluce, beceuse they hed dered interfere with Athenian shipping.

As FPlutsroh puts 1%, Ferlecles tretted

them, end them only, thus inexorsbly, becfuse they had
teken on ‘ttig ship csptive =nd slsin 1ts crew. 61/

perioles' wisdom in recognizing this threet 2nd dealing with it was
borne out by Athenisn experienmce in the Peloponnesisn Ver. When
the Spertens ceptured Deceles in 412, grein hed to be cerried by
sea pbst Sumium, "&t grest coat.”
In 447, & gleruchy with two thousand wen was established 8lsB0
on the isle of Lemncs, end fifteen yesrs later one of & thoussnd
men on Imbros: - the 1sland commsnding the appromch to the Hellespont
from the isgesn. Between 438 and 4856 Ferloles brought the Greek
altlss of the Fleck Ses region under the sway of Lthanu.ﬁa In 437-36,
Pericles led & "large eud splendidly equipped armament” inte the
Blaek Ges, where
he effected what the Greek oities desired, end deslt with
them humenely, while te the nelghboring netions of Barbsriens
with their kings end dynests he displeyed the magnitude of
his forces snd the fesrless courtge with whioh they sailed
whitherscever they plessed and brought the whole ses under
their cwn control. 64/
The Spertoeid dynmsty in the Crimes, whieh wes tc remein friendly
to Athens for a8t least = eentury, was established in 4357 with
Atherisn aid, flong with the setting up of =m Athenisn ecleruchy &t
nearby Hympheseum. 5y The Spertoeid kingdom of Bosporzus had as
its capitsl Pentleapeum, snd leter inoluded Theodosis, snd two
pringipal ports-ef-trede for the Crimeen end Soythien corn. For
reascns Rossoviseff regerds ss mysterious, Athens wes unsble to
gain & foothold in Olbim, ® key city on the north western shore;
the corn hed therefore to move Boress the Pleck Sea and then along

the south western shore of the Black Ses on its way to the Bosporsm
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66
ltrnitu."’f Lthenien colonists were esteblished mat Sinope, command-

ing that route, &8s well &8 elther side of Sinope, &t /atacus and

&7
lmisaa a—f

ithenien millitary control of the eora trade thus was complete.
fa insure her supremscy, Athens forbede eny but Athenien ships i.e.,
ships oarryiag grain to Athens, from entering the Bleek Sea; the
prohibition dié not stop short of the Athenien "allles." = Bysentium
wes the focel point of the system; other s tates could buy corn &%
Byszantium only by speeial permission of Athens. One sush grant has
bean preserved for us, in the form of a decree dated 426/5 relating
to Methone, & Hmgcedonisn elty which wes & member of the Athenisn
iesgne. Methone undertook to provide & body of soldlars for &
ocurrent Athenisn wear in Threce; in return, she was granted pe rmission
%0 buy ench year & specified smount of ocorn in Byzantium. Yor esch
purashase, written u;tiua must be given to the Athenisn nfrieialniax
st Bysanfium, snd no Hethonlen ship may proceed past Ryssntium.
I8 oan herdly be doubted that under such conditlons ocorn wes bought
and sold &% proeléimed equivelencies; the psrsistence, for severael
genturies, of the bhelief thet the "just price” for ecorn wes Ifive
drechrnae per Hﬂﬁluﬁ.?ﬂ in the fzee of what eppesrs & seguler rise
in prices, probebly had ite roots in sueh pro¢lelmed equivelencies.
We should e&lso note £% this point the persiatence of & 2:1 ratio of
wheat to berley prices from the fourth fo the second centuries,
despite the viclent fluctustioms in the price of grein 71/ in generel.
The modernising notion thet & corn merket, once esteblished, eould
have seciured the seme degree of continulty of supplies end anything
like the sume degres of stablilty of prlees, sppesers entirely

unreslistic.
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Thus corn moves along & specific trede route gunrded by
Athenisn eolonles and neval power, In fccordénce with Athenlsn
foreign poliey. The corn wes bought 8t the greet emporium of
renticspenm: Rostovigeff infers & sort of (lkoa trade on the pertd
of the Oreek lords snd tyrents of thot region, in which they sold
both the products of their own feudsl eatstes snd, to an even
grester extemnt, the cora purchased from the Seythian tribes of the
interiax.?a Herodotus reports, not without emagement, thet tﬁa
Seythions growm corn "not for their own use but for snle.” = In
the middle of the fourth pentury, the Bosporsa kingdom opened
another emporium, Theodosis, whigh hinaEgF of its superior harbor
facilities scon supplented Fentlicepeum. These emporis oould
not heve in thelr crgenigation differed essentiaslly from the eerly
Earopesn fagtories end ports of frede o3 we find them established
on the FPepper, Gold, Tooth and Sleve Coasts of West Afriem. From
Pantieapeum, the corn orossed the Hlack See2 and moved along the
southern shore to Byzantium, where some of it was resold to wverious
Greek stetes. The bhulk wes shipped to the great emporiuvm of the
Firasus, where two thirds (eccording to & fourth century lew, which
may have existed even eerlier]) hed to be immedlately cerried to
Mhum-m Thet the OGreek stetes of the majinland 4i4 in feot buy
much of thelr food in the Athenian emporium of Pireeus is evident
from the importence generelly useribed to Periclea'’ deoree forbldding
the Hegarians from entering the Athenisn marie t - the immedinte csuse
of the Feloponnesian Wer. While Thueydides demonstretes thet this
wEs more & deliber2te provocetion tham sm omderlying ocsuse.
Aristophenes' pieture of the sterving Hegerisn pessent in the

Archernisns cennot heve been mltogether off the truth. (fristoephenes
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gives this #8 the ceuse of the war in order to show what he regerded
s iis trivislity). The Cld Oligerch, alse expleins the crueisl
role of Athenlen see power in mainteining its empire:

For there is no e¢ity that does not require o import or

export commodities; end this will ke out of its power

%iia::aft hnz;?adient 40 those whe have the mestery of

Athens' defeat by Sperta in the Feloponnealen Wer temporerily
destroyed her hold over the corn %rede. (me of the instruments of
the Sperten streategy wes, in fmet, sn attack on the enemy's supply
route. Agis, besieging /thens in 409, sew "vessel after vessel
laden with corn resching Firseus,” snd deeided that Athens could not
ke defested unless her corm supply were cut off. He therefore sent
the son of the Bysentine proxencs £t Sparta fto Bysentlum in en ’
effort to win over that eity 2s well &s Calchedon from Athens.

This ccenurred after the Spsrtan espture of Decelea - helf way between
Oropus #nd Athens - head elosed the land route from Fuboes. The
Spartens also attempted to eut off corn shipments from Tgypt.
Eventuelly, Athens lost her fleet, &nd the wer, in 400.

As svon &8 Athenisn naval supremeoy whs recovered after the
Feloponnesien war in 394, & commerclsl treaty was signed between
Athens and 3styrus, the king of the Bosporsn kinsﬂan-?a But the
tdminlstered trede of the fourth eentury differed muoh from that of
the fifth, 22 t¢ the degree of Atheniam eontrol. In the fifth
eentury, /Athens sdpinistered the trade slmost single-handedly since
the Bosporsn citles were under her rule. In the fourth eentury,
the Fontic trade wes administered as treety-trode between great
powars. Athens ruled the sens only from the Thracien Bosporus
westward, while the now-powerful kingdom of the Clmmerisn Bosporus

meintained dominsnce over the Bleck Sea. 79/ The Bosporen kings
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were chieftain trsders whose weslth derived from the corn trede whieh
they appropristed; Athens in turn needed the Bosperan ¢orn. In the
same way, after Alexander the Orest’'s desth, when Fgypt under Piolemy
Fhilséelphus ruled the ‘egeen, we find elose diplometic reletlons
petween the Bosporus &nd Egypt.au

Details of this sdministered trade during the relgn of the
greatest of the Bosporesn kings, Ieucon {on.388 to 348 B.C.) have
been preserved in the speeches of Pemosthenes. Leuecr, "who controls
the trede,™ grented priority of leding to eny mercehent esrrying corn
to Athens end exempted such merchants from the customs dues of &
thirtiithagéi These vights treditionslly applied fo Fentionpeum, the
port of trede for eorm. Bal Ieucon also opened another emporium,
88 Demosthenes himself e2lls it, &% Theodosia snd spplied the same
privileges than-ﬁgjIr Theodcsis hed in esrller times heem &n jmportant
enporium before Scythisn inecursions put &n end to thiEE?ur role.
lencon's conguests restored Theodosie as &n emporium. In return,
Athens sonferred citizemship on Leucon while exempting him from &ll
eivie obligetions, &nd crowned him with & golden wreath at the
pensthenseic festival. The decree gliving him these rights end henors
wes set out in stone in triplieate; one oopy Wes set up in the Firnmeus,
one st Pentipspeum, &nd one 1in the temple of Zeus st the entrance to
the Black Hﬁn;gif In 347, the year following on Jeucon's death, his
sons Spertocus II end Peerissdes I, who succeeded him, sent
emissaries to Athéens to snnounce thelr father's death end their in-
tention to continue his policies; Athens ast up 8 deoree in thelr
nonor in the :irsens 85/ (elso homoring & third brother who itd not
shere in the rule). rssrisedes beesme the ruler in 334/3, and

Demosthenes credits him with & renewal of the privileges. 86/
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ﬁhile Athens wes the most fsvored nstlon under this treaty
trede, she dld not enjoy the seme monopoly thet she had in the pre-
geding ocentury. Thus, & deoree in honor of ILsucon passed by Arecadia
in 569 5.C. suggests that she, %too, received some privilege. £nd in
360, Hytilene, on the islend of Iesbos, received permission from
Leucon to buy 100,000 medimns of corn &t &n export duty of omly
1 1/9%; on exports ebove thet smount, & duty of lhﬁja--na charged,
in itself & seving of helf the normel export tax.

King Levecon m=de also glfts of eorn %o Athens. Demosthenes
aeys thet the gift in 367 wes s0 lorge that the sliones (= temker-
like officiel sppointed to purchase grein on governmentsl sgoount
during emergencies] hed o surplus of fifteen talents left for the
Treasury sffer dispoaing of the graln.ggj This should ueeén cne of
two things. Elther the grein was sn outright glft and wes distributed
on some conventlonal basis to the elflszenry, the remalnder being sold
for the benefit of the tressury, or else Leucon sold the grelm to
Athens =t much less then the normsl price, the fifteen talents being
the dlfference between the cost snd the ressle price. The firat
alternttive secoms - in this erse more likely. 3trsbe, in writing of
TheodosiR's superiority over Isnticepenm, remerks thet Leucon once
sent 2,100,000 medlmns -~ @ very lorge mmount - to Athens from
Thecdosia. 89/ This mey refer to the seme or to snother gift, but
1% need not; it may simply represent the totel of & yesr's shipments
to Athens.

The exemple of lytlilene shows that the sdministered trede
betwesn Zthens snd the Crimes wes exceptionel. Hesebroek insists
that "ell the so-otlled gomumercial trefties whieh have come down te

us from pre-Hellenistie times &re gonucermed not with ocommerclel




sdventeges, but with the supply of corn &and other indispenseble
gonmodities, lneluding meteriasls for defemoe &nd ahiphnilding“.gﬂ

grain supplies were almost universally secured through treeties,

which were generally concerned with the right %o buy goods in & certain
port or ports snd in obtsining sdventeges in transportstion: full eor
purttaéla:nuytian from dues; sefety from selszure; and priority in

ledl - l.e. the conditions of the Athems-Bosporus trede.

Athens was only pertislly successful in her efforts to retein
eontrol of the western helf of the Fontie route. In 387, a treaty
with Clazomenae on the Asisa Kinor comst, gg&ntet that e¢lty permisslon
to buy corn in certesin specifled nitiau-gﬁ;!nt other former depend-
encles, notebly Byszentium herself, #aserted thelr independence from
tire t¢ time by seizing grein ships, either expropriating the grein
or foreing the ships to psy duty. Thus, during @ Sparten wer with
tthens, in 387/6, the Spertsn general, with eighty ships under his
commend, prevented the ships from the Bleck Sea from sailing %o
ﬁﬁhan:.’a One of the first steps tsken by Fhillp of lircedon, Alexsnder's
father, meking & bid for sn Aegesn empirs, wes to resch out for &
strenglehold on Athenisn corm supply. Aecording to Demosthenes,

King Philip
seeing thet we have more imported corn than sny other people
in the world « « « went to Thrace, and first oslled upon the 94/
Byzentines, who were his 2llies, to join in the wer ggeinst us.
ithens hed iperessing diffieulty in keeping Byssntium within her
sphere of influence. About 560, she found herself compelled to convey
her graim ships begsuse the Bysentines were "again" foreing them to
pat into Bysantiom end unlosd thelr esfrgoe thura-gﬁ Instences of selsures
of corn ships by Byzentiwm, Celchedon, Cyszicus, Chios, Cos, Rhodes, and

¥scedonia sre recorded between 562 and 338. 96/ Two yeers leter
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Alexender succeeded his fsther on the thronme; &s soon a3 his grest
eémpaigns in the emst were launched, the eormn supply of the Bleok 3Ses
wea diverted for the use of his srmies, &nd Athenian trade was prec-
ticelly 8t an end. It esn herdly be mere chence that over the next
yesrs Attiem sew ner worst femine since Solonisn times.

lore then enything else the politioel gemius of Perloles hLad
been responsible for the orgenimeation of Athenizn sorn trade with

the Bleck See. He wes £ méster of Reelpolitik: he wss governed by

the prinelple of limiting Athenian poliey to the stteinable. Control
of the route to the Black Sea asnd of the surrounding couniries was
within the scope of Athenlsn power, hence he sought to chennel
Athenien efforts in this dlrection #nd to restriet them in ofhers.
Fluterch, followlnmg upon his deseription of Ferleles' expedition %o
the Blsek Sea, offers this anslysis of rere insight:

But in other metters he dld not sccede to the vain impulses

of the eltiszens, nor wea he swept 8long with the tide when

they were esger, from & sense of their et power &nd good

fortaune, to lay hends agaln on XEgypt &n molest the reslms

of the Eing {1l.e. of Persis) which lsy mlong the ses. Meny

also were possessed alresdy of thet inordinete mnd inan-

spleions pession for Sieily which wes afterward kindled

inte fleme by such erators as Aleciblades. And some there

were who sotually dreamed of Tuscany &nd Certhage... 97/

But Ferleles was ever trying to restrain this extreavagsnce

of theirs, to lep off their expensive meddlescmeness end

to divert the grestest pert of thelr forces to the gusrding

end seouring of whet they elready bmd won. 388/ Thet he

wes right in seeking to confine the power o e Athenlens

within lesser Oresce wes emply proved by what ceme to pass.29/
ypericles, in short, developed the Bleck Ser corn supply es en &lfer-
netive to the Egyptem end the Sieillsn, whieh were blocked by the
power of Fersis end Syreeuse. Athens had mede B tremendous effort
to wrest power over Egypt from Persie a few years eerlier. The

sttempt proved sbortive snd mlmost ended in totel dispster. rericles

eventually resisted all further attempts to renew the attsck on Tgypt.
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II.

Athens' interest ln Tgypt wes prompted at least in pert by
s desire to tep Egypt's vest grein produetlon. Thus, # Libyen
pretender te the throne 74=77 of Teypt sent & gift of forty thousand
medimns of wheet to Athens in 4456 B.C. in the hope of winning her
suppnrt.iggfaomu twenty yesrs later, the Egyptiesn king imepais sent
Athens & lerge quantity of berley during & femine, in exchange for
en ellisnce against Earuia;ln i1t is this gift thet Aristophenes
ridlouled becruse berley only was sent, instesd of whest. Corm
clesrly wes the meens of persusding Athens to teke & hend in
Egyptain-Fersien reletions.

It is dlfficult to sssess the extent to which Athens received
grein from REgypt during this perlod; the evidenoe ig inecondusive.
There mey heve been & trickle of trade between Greece =nd Egypt
from the third miliennium until about the tenth century, when the
econvulsions nttendant upon the breskdown of the Hycensfn eivilization
stopyed it sltogether. Treade moved from Egypt slong the Syrian
snd Pelestinien soest, either by lend or see, them the QOyprus, =nd

102/
thence to Greege. Lfter & three hundred yeer lapse trade was
resumed in the Seventh eentury maybe beeause of inoressed me stery
of the ses, since it wsns now possible te sell by ser from Fgypt
direotly to Rhodes #nd Crete, &nd thenee to the Greek settlements
in Asie linor. 103/ lkiletus took the lemd in this phese of the
trede, which wes cerried on exelusively through the port of trade
of Nenorstis, founded perheps st the end of the seventh century by
the Fgyptism king Amesis. 104/ There is no mention of Athens inm

sonneation with Heuegrztls in this early period.
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108/
Although most writers sssume that oorn wes one of the

prineipel exports from Heudratls, & list of ¥gypteln exports %o
dreege through thet port of trade during the seventh &nd sixth
eenturies does not mention gruin-luﬁ on the other hand, Fgyptien
myths recorded by Plcdorus (en unrelieble source) say that some
of the encient kings of Athens were Egyptism. One in perticuler,
Erechthens, "through his reclsl connections with Egypt brought
from there to Athens s grest supply of grein” during & femine &nd
thereby becsne kin;.LOT

while gift trade of en ocossionsl cheracter is on record
in the f1fth century, it is heard to determine how much trede of a
more regular sort did oecour. Certalnly the Ferslam gonguest of
Bgypt must have hed some disturbing effeot, Bnd ¥erllet, who hes
mede & study of Oreek-Fayptisn reletions, belleves that Fgypt wes
on the cther hend, 8 fifth century poet, Baaohylldes, guoted by
Athenneus, sperks of

vessels filled with wheat (which) bring from Egypt, through
the shining weves of the sea, the moat preclous of riches. 109/

However much wheet Athens did or d&id not obtein from Egypt, she
did not comtrol the trede. Sperte spperently drew some grein from
Egypt, too singe during the Feloponnessien Wer Athens attecked the
Speyten ialend of Oythers (off the southern tip of Lsconie),

where the werchent vessels from Egypt smd Iybls gommonly
put in. 119/

At the seme time, ithenlen imports from Egypt &re indierted sbout
408 B.C. Andocldes persusded Oyprus to 1ift 1ts embargo on grain
exports to Athens, and reports thet fourteen ships are sbout to

enter the Pireeus, with more on thelr way. 111/ Since the cousting




route from Egzypt to Cyprus wses still populsr, perheps more popular
than the direat ses rnntn,ii&fua mey ressenebly assume thet this
shipment origineted in Egypt. Athenien grein imports from Egypt
seem to have incressed in the l2te f1fth century, sas findooldes’
speech indicetes. Tﬂun Rostovtzseff points to the prevelence of
Athenien influences in Neukrestis in the late fifth and fourth
centuries, £s shown by the pottery snd colnage Iinﬂa-ll!iIn the
middle of the fourth eentury, the Athenisns pessed 2 deeree in
honor of 8 Neukretis citizen, Theogenes, & mEn
kindly disposed toward the ‘thenien people, who does
whetever sood he osn to those who ecome to him on both
publie business and privetely. 114/
We mey nssume thet the "public business" included the purchese of

C0Irn.

I1II.

The third grest source of grein - the lsland of Sleily -
lay just outside the orbit of ithenian power. The position of ‘thens
wes tentelizing. The size of the Siolllen corn crop L8 indicsted by
the of fer made by Gelo, tyrant of Syrecuse, to supply corm "for the
whole Grecian mymy” for the durstion of the Fersism Wer, on condition
thet he be mede comnender-in-chief- either of the Greek ermy or of
the Oreek fleet.llB/ While there is no positive evidence of Slellien
wheat exports to Greece before the fifth eentury, we osnnot doubt
thet there was, in faet, significent trsde; the western cclonles
eould heve peid for their imports from continental Greece only in
this way. 116/ While the volume of trade during the fifth eentury

R o7 Sl i s el
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117?/
eErncet be Rocurstely Judged, it was of & reguler cherzcter. The

Feloponnese wes the mein customer.
Athens was barred from this source by Corinth which sat sstride

the trede route. Her stretegic site, together with her colonies in
the fdristic geve her dominence over trade with the raat.légj The
#thenien bresk with Corinth shout 460 at the time of the expedition
%o Egypt csn have been meent only rs an ettempt to press for the
mestery of 8ll oversess sources of grtin-li!; Athens first stteoked
Cerinth indirectly by selsing ‘egins, destroying the ccmmerce of
Megars amd bringing Boeotis to heel, so s to gain & footing in the
Corinthian Gulf. But nltimetely, sscuring of imports from the west
depended upon 2t lesat pertisl eontrol of the Siellien end Southern
Itelisn ports of trede themselves. "NHothing less then the suceess
of the Syrsousen expedltion could have schisved 1.1:'.1aﬂ Thus the
ithenians intervened on behalf of the lsontines in their loecel wer
with Syrecuse.

upon the ples of their common descent, but in reality to

prevent the exportation of Siciliesn corm to Feloponnese

end to test the possibility of bringing Sielly into
8ubjeetion. 121/

It wes this threst to the food Supplies of the Pelopomnese that
brought rthens Into conflict with Sporta. The ‘thenien pressure
towards the Uerinthien isthous wes olegrly recognized 2s e peril

o Sperta end her allies: Sperta end Corinth were thus drawn szgﬁwﬁ

' 2 e il g &
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together by the sommon énngur.ft!ha Feloponnesien Wer wea the, out-
¢oze of the Athenisn aim of eontrolling the western corm supply.
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Chapter 36, pege 1.

Ghepter $6. HSecuring eurn imporis

Why did Athens, the site of the first laportsnt merket

plege in history, the femed sgors, herselfl never become # plioneer

of arrket trede? Why did her estreme dependence on ilmported greinm,
combined with her experience in worket methods not meke her teke
the lesd In the estshlishment of #n Internetionsl corn merket whieh,
on the free of it, should heve solved her problemt Indeed, why
did she strlke out rether In the opposite direetion, cbstrueting
the Ygyptisn initistive ﬂlﬁttm up sueh n merket? Onme meed not
ahare #n unhistorieel prejudice in favour of merket methods to seo
the problem of /thenlsn corn trede in these common sense terms.

Aeeerdingly, our points of enquiry should be: To whet
extent did the conditions of the eornm trede permit the development
of whrket trade? (Or, conversely, how fer dld those e¢ircumstences
disoourrge such & development snd require the use of rdministra-
tive methods of trading in order to ensuve the supply of corn®

The snswer, we submit, lay in the geographierl snd politicel
strueture of the regions in whieh :uprliﬁa snd communiesrtions were
alturted. These conditions,under whieh militery end politicsl
power hed te be employed to ensure the forthecnming of the supplies,
snd Indeed the anfety of the trede routes themselves, determine
the methods and orgenisation of trade.

lne tenths of the weatter 1s comprised in the geographiesl
eirennstences which kept Atties =% 8ll times keenly mmxicus ;u' 'MP
the pru;;nlnnﬁ of her delly breed from oversess, and made her
eventunlly seek out the Blsek sSes, Egypt ond Sieily, in suecession.
The rest wsy be aunmwed up in the regognlition thet while Athenlen
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foreign poiley wrs corn polley, Lt wes never affected by commerciel

gonslderations or inapired by so-celled irede ilnterests. The
reeson for this spperent persdox will be menifest from & bere out-

iine of the history of the oorn trade.

I.

Greege As £ whole lsaks pessture lend mnd Attlea's soil is
best sulted for the growing of oll and vine. At no time sfter the
dolonle erisis did ‘thens rrise more them &= frsetion of her grein.
Yet grein, supplemented by fresh end dried fish, comstituted the

ateple of hur diet. If we were tu lnnx gpf fny one determining

feetor in eonomie ﬁavalnpnnn?. it would unguestionshly be

that ﬂrﬁﬂ'ﬁ prupondarﬁnt dependence on inpcrtn or her foocd supply.

el 13
2ble elircumsience. Th Grnax Ver deve np-d n dinaip1ine of

I;“rEQEZnualﬁl end politiesl thohzht ra!lﬁct-ﬁ this unultﬁr-
seonomiecs beesuse the country could never rely for 1ts food supply
on the moerket. Insterd it furned to pelitiesl theory whieh slmost
t¢ this day hes retalned the omsst of the mould of the Atheniem
polls. Her ever unsssurged need for an sdequete food supply maede
the prinelple of self-sufflolency the bésle poatulete of her
éxistenge &nd thus of her theery of the Ldeel stete. JAuterky wes
to the Greex mind the rationsle of the polis. Om this point
ixg Aristotle sgreed with ilsto - they both thought thet the citizem
population of the polis should consist of Iﬂggara. Indeed, from

the history of ithens no other lessen ¢ould be drawn.




Chepter 36, pege 3.

Thers is sgreement smong scholers of sntiquity over this
extreme dependence on lmports. Rostovtzeff has shown that as
1ste 24 the third egentury, this inedequsey wes so pronounced
that not = treee of eommerclisl rivelry csn be found hetween the
two grestest grein producers, Igypt snd the Bosporus. Jrundy
inalets thet every Oreek stete, with the possible exception of
Thessely snd Iuboes, wes to B grester or lesser extent dependent
on importo. . J&rlﬂ,ntha ruthority on the subjeat, sugpests that
Athen's dependence was so grert thet she esould always rbaordk sy
smount of imports without thelr erusing a feilure of domestie
prices. !f

It is possible to meke s erude estimete of the Athenlen
defiait in grnin stuffs. Sinece statistiesl seccurrey cranct be
sttelned for sntlguity, the figures c¢en do no more them indleste
orders of megnitude.

On the populstion of Atslen the e=leulstions of A.W. CGomme
remain suthoritetive. He estimetes the total populstion 431 B.C.
ea 315.090; of this Yotel, 172,000 were citizens, 28,600 meties,
snd 115,000 slaves. UOix years lster, after the plague, the totel
populetion wes 216,000, with 116,000 eliiasns. In 323, Gomme
estimstea the populetion as £58,000: 115,000 eitizens, 44,000
meties, snd 104,000 ulnvan-af- The populstion of Atiles, therefore,
miy heve renged betwesn 200,000 snd 300,000, the letter fligure
belng spprosched before the rrveges of the plague in the beginning
of the leloponneslan Var.

gur only informetion on ‘thenian domestle preduetion snd

{mports is for the lste fourth eentury. An ¥leusien inseriptionm
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of 389 B.0. rogords Attie produgtion ot 568,850 medinms. But of
this totel, enly %8,500 medimns were wheet, the rest berley,
retio of less then one to ten. While this probably wes &
femine yeer, Gomme estimetos the meximum pessible production ot
410,000 medimns, : Tod =t 450,000. - Aseepting Beloch'e
estimete of en svermge per cepite consumption of s8ix medimms,
whximaw of 76,000 peuple eculd be supported from the donmestie
produotion. With a populetion rnngu of two t; ﬁgfn:ﬁ?mgizzgﬂJ;
thonssnd, minimum lupﬂrt!
pedlms would be reguired, g;'tﬂﬁmt#”%hrﬂi times the demestle pro-
duotion. Domestile prﬂ&ucﬂm@ mugt heve been lnsuffiecient even
to feed the egreriesm pepulstion; In 170 B.0., when the populetion
of ’tties was grobatly much smeller then In the classlesl ere,
Jthenien smbesssdors st Rome clain thed fthens "feeds even the
nusbendmen with imported gorn.” :

The dependence on imports wes even grester than this

stetistlieri guess would indleste. While the populetion #s 8 whole

depended on lmports for & lsrge proportion of its focd, the

gitimenry depended on imports slucst entirely. Our flgures re-
ferred to the totel of whest snd bsrley. But barley wes consldered
£it only for slsves end meties; & ecitisen weuld ent berley only

if he were very poor or if femine condiftlons preveiled. /Iristophenes,
aneers at the demooarstie grein dlstributions, reminding his sudilenee

thet the gift of {ive medimme in 484 B.C. wrs nmere berley. Ef A

sperker In the Delnosophists asjs:

We have ne Ilnterest in Drrley slnee the town is
full of whest bresd. 10/

While wheest wee consldered the eltisens' ateple, it constituted
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no more then one-tenth of the domestie Athenmlan grop - enough to
feed perheps eight or nine thoussnd eltlzens. Imports thus guite
generslly wesnt wheat ilmports. 7 lerge proportion of the slaves
gould probebly be fed by domestic berley; the cltizens depended
entirely on inports. Such wes mostly the casge; secording te
Yeum Jesng's resesrch on rnelent sgriculture, whest "dominated
the internstionel grelm trade of the elesslesl ers rlmost to the
exelusion of the others.” A

gur estimete of the extent of /thens' degendence on Lmports
is confirmed by p speegh of Demosthenes, in whieh he observes thet
400,000 medlunl of whent hed been imported from the Fontus in 32E,
and thet the imports from "there" genarslly equsl Athena' totel
mWﬂlﬂmmuumuBMHu.aTM!MMmhnuH.mﬂlh
verified by checking the books of the inspectors it the emperium.
This would emount te totsl whest Imports of only €00,000 wedlimms
for thst yesr. But Kocevelov, & Russisn phlilologlst, insists thet
B study of the syniex of Demosthenes' phrese shows conclusively
that Eﬂaiiﬂﬁ medlmnl were meent a8 comlng from the Bosporus, not
400,000. He srgues thet this Iattir flgure referred only .te.
Pentiespeum, "the home port”, not alsc to Thecdosis from which
onge again thet smount was shipped. Aecepting these figures, we
get totel laports of 1,600,000 medlmns. Inoluding the home orop
this would mmount to sbout 2,000,000 medimns - the probsble yesrly
reguirement.

There is no need to stress the point further. There la
widespresd Egreement to-dzy that gorm supply domlnerted Athenlisn

forelgn polieye Orundy bluntly ssserts thst ferelgn poliey wes
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18/ 16/
food poliey. G0 does Glote. - FPrencotte ohserves thet

"1ls premiere des gquestions economiques pour les Grecs etelt celle

17
du pﬂln."' _f

nly three inatenees come to mind of grest powers which
largely 1ng¢rt§& thelr food supply: the elty strtes of ‘thens snd
Home in sntlguity, smd Britein, spproximetely sinee 1770.

Pree trade Fnglend represents the olsasie instence of
relisnce for food on » world msrket. She virtuelly destroyed her
domestie sgriculture after 1846 In the name of the doctrine of
eomparative evats. For half » eentury her weslth snd power rpperently
Justiflied her sbnegetion of self-sufflolenoy. But since World Wer
I 1t hes beeone lneressingly evident thet the sucecessful funetioning
of the world meriet 1tself depended on Britein's finsneinrl,
militery or politiesl contrel of the organization of werld trede.
Having lost thet econtrol, Tritein finds herself dependent on the
trennﬁaruul mnﬁhnniln of an anregulsted world werket. An lnoresse
in rew meterisl prices due tc srmsments snd stoekpiling threstens
the stabliity of her whole economy. She is at present trying to
free herself from such ® dependence through long-term berter
Bgrensents, eurrency eontreol, licensing srreangements snd other in-
struments of sadminlstered trede.

The Romen ¥mpire sdopted the other slternetive. Rether
then rely on the "world cormn market"” which hed been esteblished in
the late fourth eentury In the esstern Kedlterrenesn, lome smeshed

this merket snd brought the chief grein producers under her direot
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contrel. 8Sleily wes conguered first in the third sentury, and
throughout Romen history remained her "storehouse.” In the yeer
6 LaDle, the emperor sasumed the responsibility for feeding the
elty of fome; he filled this obllgetion sbly, through the tributeas
levied in kind on the provinces. Besldes Slelly, Josephus tells
us thet Egypt sent snough corn to feed Rome for four months and
ffrier enough for eight monthl;lgf this prnhsgg rmounted to
£,900,000 and 5,800,000 medieni respectivelye. Sinee the
emperor's responsibllities extended for beyond the feedlng of the
¢lty of Rome, - the sruy snd the Llmperisl household nlsc hed to
be fed, methods of ndpinistered trede were employed. TRostovigeff
when listing whet he decms to be proof of extensive esplirlistie
roetivity in the Jowmen Dmpire, is foreced to edmit the primeoy of

sdmlinlstered trade:

It must be sdmlitted. . . thst the lrrgeat consumer
wrg the lmperis]l sunone end thet most of the
merehenta, who frequently were st the ssme time
anipowners end owners of storebouses, worked on
behslf of the emperor, thast is to ssy, on behslf

of the populstion of the elty of Home end the Proy...
The ilmperisl wes the chief moving foree in

the Lnterprovineisl trede, buying end tremsporting

lerge nesses of corn, oil, wine, meet, fish, lumber,
nides, metrls, and clothes for the needs of the
armies on the iKhine, Denube, snd Tuphrates, snd
some of these srticles for the needs of the espitel. 20/
Athens never rcohleved the lmperisl splendor of Rome. During
£ memoreble helf gentury she ruled direetly the trede routes and
eontrolled by militery merns the souyees of supply in the ¥estern
Sers. When her strategie hold wes lost, she turned to 8 gomplex
of sdministretive methods to secure her feood supply.
But let use begin 8% the beginning.

The Solonie embarge on the export of corn is the first
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inetence of corn supply teing hrought within the reelm of publie
polleay; it never left thet pleoe.

Une meeting of the Athenlen ‘ssembly in esch pryteny - n
‘tenth pert of the gesr - was ¢rlled the "soverelgn™ ‘ssembly; in
this nmeeting, secording to ‘ristotle,

the pecple heve to retify the continuence of the
are perferming thelr

megistretes In offlice, 1 they
dutles properly, ond in eonsider the supply of corm,

end the defence of the country.

Corn supply, natlionsl defence, Pnd the continulng supervision of
the meglatretes, In ather words, sre the three sublects which must
be conaldered nt lesst once during esch sesaion of the ‘sacmbly.

e i

Gorn supply ils prominent on & list of nuhjneti-ln: prospective

8teteomsn must nester, sccording to Ienophon; the others ere strte

revenues snd expenditures, wer, home defenee, smd the silver mines.g2/

 The Solonlc embsrgo waes never repesled. Hether it wes re-
inferged. Leglslation wes deslgned, ln & genersl way, to drow the
grertest possible mmount of grein te Athens snd to prevent the
movewent of grein swey from Athens. | Wo Athenisn resldent wes
permitted to trensport greln snywhere except to #thenn; the
"seversat penclties” were prescribed for 1iqlntiun.aa Yo ses-loen
could be msde on any ship or esrgo unless 1t were specified thet &
return errgo of corn or certnin other legelly specifled commodities

&4
were brouzht %o Athcnai"'j %we mry sssune thet tinber and other

supplies for shipbullding flgured prominently om the liat, =lthough

‘only eorn is mentioned in the sourges. Gince, =8 we hsve aald

ebove, the petty emporos eculd hardly put to ses wilthout the see-
losn, this regulstion must heve been of grent lmportenge.
As may perhsps be inferred from these pesssges, the
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organization of corn supply wes sn Instenge of sdminlstered trede.

The motusl treding wes done by the chorseteristiec metle treader, "?

t lerst 8t the Oreek end. Oreege knew no teumker type of trede
4tﬂﬂtpt in time of emergency. Yet the trede routes, the terms of

trede - ineluding priee, to o considerable extent - the soureces
ef govds j“ﬁﬁigihin wes fixed by trestles or other diplomstle
errangenents, end the setusl trading tock pleece 28 & rule in e
port of trrde., The extent to which this trede wes rdminlstered
is suggested by & pesssge in 2ristotle's Hhetorle. In specifying
the wetters & stotesnen must be converaent with in order to
sdpinister stete nffeirs, he says thet

in regerd tec food (he) must know whet smount of

expenditure is suffielent te support the Stete;

whet kind of food is produeed =t home or csn he

imported; and whet exports &nd lmports ere necessary,

in order thet gcontrrets end sgreements mey he mede

with those who oen furnish them. (I, 4, 11)

The grest gorn producers listed by Theophrsstus were /ssyris,
Egypt, ybis, rontus, Threee, #»nd Sieily. But thet wes by the end
of the fourth gentury. In earlier times the power of Persis bloeok.d
Athenien reeess 1o the Bast, =8 well r8 to Bgypt snd Lyblie, in the
south, although Athens sppesrs to have drrwn some eorn from the
letter; the rise of aﬁrnuuae. in the weat, slong with the rivelry
of the reloponnesus, checked for » long time /‘thenisrn influence in
Glelly. Threce snd the Hleek Ses reglon - perticulerly the Orimeen

. hinterlend - thus served as the cghief grrasry cf fthens in the

elessierl period.

> :\} H;M

: ’
| %wh"w i Felslatretus wes the first .l.tﬂ rﬁ_m Athenirn pover towsrds

.
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the north erat, Thrsce and the Blrek Ser reglon. lHe reconquered
Slgean on the southern shore of the entrsce 4o the Hellsspont,
&nd supported Hlitlaﬁ:n in oeenpying the northern shore, the
Threaisn Chersonese.The corn of this regzion msy have been paid
for by the blegk-flgured Attie veses end archsle /Athenisn zold =nd
bronse~-work deting rron this perlod, whieh heve heen found there
in lsrge numbers. The tredas wes made possible by the estsbllshment
of ® "steble equilidriun” =mong the Seoythisn tribes =2t sbout this

time. rersisn expomsion into Yarope during the lrat two decrdes
of the sixth century however, must heve eut off this trede, vhich
wes resumed on # grend scrle immedistely efter the Persisn defest
a% Galsmia.

It seems doubtful whether, before the seventh century,
Gresk trede with the Bleek 3en resgion was of sny sgeount. £t thet
time » number of Jreek colonies, lsrgely under Xilesien susplees,
were esteblished - {irst on the south ahore of the Blreok See, then
on iis north shore. Not untll the fifth century were these brought
under ‘thenien iafluenge or control.

Up to the middle of the f£fifth century the predvets of the
Bleok Ses were not eorried sll the wey by ship to Sreece. Through-
out entiquity the powerful snd treechercus egurrenta of the
Boaporus were grastly fesred, fs Llndeed, they esre even todrey.
Folybius' deserlpiion of them hes hecome femous (IV, 43). This
wes perticulerly true before the remerkeble progress in nevigetiom
“nd shiphullding which resulted frowm the ierslen Wers. 26/ The
@frly seafsarers never broved the open ser, if it wes possible to

gorat elong the shore; but they werse in mortsl fesr of turning s
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gepe, greferring %o porteze thelr tiny honts. 5o the enrly

treders svoided turning the cspe guerding the Bosporus. Instesd

of seiling with their goods seross the Jee of E?tlnrn. the
frogontis of the =nolents, »nd the ﬁar&nnnllaa,?inmdﬂ them on

the west coest of the Bleek Ses et Odessoa, Hﬁ:ﬁuhria. cr "pellonia.
From here, they hed them oarried overlend to the Hebrus Vellsy,
thenge down the Hebrus River ia the greert emporium of fines ( fenus)
on the ‘egesn ocutlet of the rlrar.aT This olity, ealtheough sltueted
in the most barren pert of Threee, wes one of the werlthieat In
thrt reglon, 2 peoupying In regerd to the Blegk Jee trade 8
position ss stirstezlo as wes thet of Brllmti.um.g9 The rivelry

of *inos, the port of trade of the lend route, snd of Byzentium,
the port of trsde of the ser route wlll diselose in concrete terms

the mllitery end politiesl conditions of the ecorn trade.

Byesntium, the Constentinople of ocur dsya, ren neck %o neck
with Alnes 1In the fifth century B.C. in thelr rece for primeay.
Settled in the middle of the seventh eentury, seventeen years sfter
the elty of “slohedon on the opposite side of the strsits,
Byzentlum remsined, like Cslehedon, Bn unimpertsnt szrienltursl
settlement for the next twe centuries. GShe wes hettar off then
Grlehedon only begeuse of her sugerior rishurlal.za grlehedon,

F5 noted, wes setiled somewhst earllier them Nyzentium, begsuse
0f the grester fertility of her seoll; Byszentium's fisheries were
apperently not utilized until somewhet lmter. Hercdotus, writing

in the midile of the fifth eentury, whem Byssntium's trsding
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edventage wes alrendy evident, ridlieuled the OCheleedonisans for
thalr blindness in settling on the wrong slde of the straits.
(IV, 144}. But this only proves how unlmportent the route from
the Iﬂntﬁa hed been before. For the perfeet loostion of
Bysontium eould not heve bheen uvarlnnxad, if trnie hrd moved
through the ltraitru:m" :itnuu the eurrents foree every ship
that comes from the Blsat Ser to stop there. Certsinly some of
the corn trade did prss through the Helle2pont; thus Herocdotus
deseribes lerzes watghing corn ships pessing through the
Hellespont on their way %o leglns end the relbpannanu.al and
reports thet when Mlletus exllsd its tyrent, Histlaeus, he salled
to Bysentium with elght triremses sand sel,ed svery shlp coming
from the Bleek ﬂen.sg It mey be, however, thet Herodctus 1s
puilty of sn snschronlism in Xka thls regsrd, these eventa cecurred
#luost seventy-flve yesrrs before he wrote, end in the mesntime
Bysentium's grestness msy have bhegome S0 famed thet he conld not
goncelve of sn slternstive route. In sny event, no mention ls
nide of Athens recelving Crimesn eorn »t that time.

Byssntliom fell before the Persisn sdvence into Zurepe in
blE B.0., #nd the populstion fled tec the Blerek Ses port of
Hesembrie; the aity was borned 33/ #nd wrs not ressttled until
its recnptare frow the Jeraslsns in 4?#"fnur1ng this reletively
long period lersisn inf{luenge snd control extended throuzh s11
of Thraee; /lnos #nd the other Greek ecities of the Charsonese
begrn issulng s0ins on the Fersisn stsnd=rd. 35/ Orecee must
have been now eut off from her Rlsok Ses eorn supply.

479 B.0., the year of the rersisn retrest from Europe,
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woarks the helght of Alnes' glory snd wealth, which osn be

treged through her coins end through the Athenisn tribute lists.
In 4680 she begen to strike colns on & light Attie standard; her
tetrrdrachma, lor besuty snd wu;gunnnhlp ere not surpessed Ly
those of ony other Greex eity. She weg nasesssd en mnnusel
tribute of twelve talents from 454 to 450 B.C. #s r member of
the Confederroy of Delos.

But Alnos' weelth and greatness were short-lived; by the
third guarter of the [lfth century, she had been reduced to
povarty snd reletive obsourity. Her tribute essessment wes re-
dugod to gaxaxiy ten telents between 445 snd 440 B.0s In the
next two years 1t dropped to only four talents; Adinos peid no
tribvute whetsoever from 437 nnnarﬁ-gz! In 460 she lssued = gold
eoin beering & flgure of Hermes on & throne - # type lasued only
three times during the alty's hiastory, erch » time of seriocus
erisis. /ecording te A.B. Vest, the coln "wes an emphstle way of
erlling upon thelr petron god %o bring #id %o his impoverished
prﬂtegen."gzj rom this time on, the elty wes ln 2 reduced
eondition.

Sysentium's rise wea 68 meSerorie £s wes the fsll of ‘inocs.
In 462, the first yesr she sppesrs on the tribute lists, she paid
ncthing. 7ive yesrs lster, she wes sssessed four telents 3000
drsohmre, whioh wrs incressed to {ifteen telents in 443, elghteen
telents in 436, snd twenty-one telents 4380 dreohmee in 425. 40/

The sinultaneous decline of Alnos *md rise of Uysentium
ware rooted in 2 single event: the substitution of the new sen

route for the treditionsl lend route. The impelling fsotor was
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the erention of » netive Threeirn emplre which wiped cut the
ovarlend rouse, slthough the improvement in mevigetion end
ghipbullding must heve nﬂntriﬁutﬁ& t0 the process. But the
military event wes Jominsmt. Between the yesrs 460 =nd 460 B.C.,
Teres, the chief of the Odrysisns, & Thrrzoien tribe, crested sn
emplre u:tlnﬂihg from fbders in the hegeen t¢ the mouth of the
Denube on the Hlsok aaa,‘ end Ilnoluding s its subhjects the
Threeian tribes, the formidsble Gatnc‘a end "the other hordes"
sround the Denube bordering on ﬁarthia.!gj Under his suecessors,
Sitrlkes snd Seuthes, the emplre wes consclideted mnd mrde into o
great snd weslithy power. In 429, two yesrs siter Terea' denth,
the *theniesns sought sn sllienge with S5itelkes, end Thueydldes
observed th=t his kingdom

wes thus & very powerful kingdom; in revenue and

B Tontin Gu1f and the Bexige, and in RuNbers and.

milltery resourees coming decidedly next to the

Geythimms, with whom Indeed no Purepesn eountry cosn

LEPT GOMPETiNON...dd/

The rise of this enmpire left the oll-ser route ss the only
nlternntive mand oconsequently lmpoverished tinos. "The establish-
ment of the Odrysien kingdom sthwert the trrde routes thet
provided the weelth of ‘ines would bring sbout its virtuel
l:tinatlan,“ 2 sgeording to Oesson's atudy on the history end
ercheesology of this reglon. OSinece the relds of the sevage OJetee
eut off the trrde of fpollonis es lete mE Strebo's time, 12{ ve
mfy rasume the ssme lnterferences st thet eerlier derte. The

srohreologlat and the numismztist sgree thet the growth of the

Odrysian empire mede =n end tc overlsend trede. 50 close wes this-




negstive egorrelstion that &t the end of the century, pround 412 R.C..

Ainos enjoyed # temporery r::nrgwnnc of weslth "such 55 she had
not known for thirty jeers - 88 the result of & struggle for

supremsey smeng Udrysisn princes. 1{ter Seuthes' 1 desth, s loesl
prinee who hied ruled the territory from the Hebrus Rlver %o the
Ses of Wermers wes exiled, snd this territory beorme severed from
the Odrysisn empire. This turn sf events onee more opened up for
tinos the lend route to the Black Jes rnd she enjoyed & thirty-yeer
prosperity which wes brought to sn end when the smplre wes onge
again consolideted under nutrl.*a Gorrespondingly we find
Eysentium's tribute reduced in 414 to f1fteen t=lents from lis
bigh of slmost twenty-two telents in 426,

e seme 6vents which hed destroyed Alnos' trade route slso

out off Bysentiwe f{rom the hinterlend. Other Threeiem tribes,

most netably the /stee, Legen & series of relds which continued
for severel centuries. These reids mede settled egriculture
I.m.::-u:'awe:ati.ialﬂe;ﬂ“rr the oity thus wea forced llterally to the water's
edge end by necessity had to wmake her 1living from the ses.
Gyzentium dild not miss her opportunliy: elnost overnizht, she was
deliberntely gonverted into sm emporium. Not the gradusl growth
of econonle forees hut & #qi;?%ﬁgi esteelysm led to the estsblish-
ment of this treding plece. A mutileted deseription of this
trensformetion hes been preserved f{or us ln the psendo=-~ristotelien
peconomice I1 (1346 b, 13-25), which will be disoussed below when
we gonsider the problem of the port of trade. i
Bygentium wes receptured from the Persians by the fiellenlie

fleet under the commend of the Spartan, Feusenies, in 479, ana'thu

3
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&' 50/

QP eity wes resetiled. Bat two yesmrs leter, when Iruseniss showed
;?;;;rParninn sympethles, he wes expelled from tg; :ntirn eree by sn
&5@’ * [Ithenien fleet under the comnand of Clmon. Peusenies' deslings
kh\\g with the rersisn emperor were imperilling the Blsck See corn

suUpplya

The next twenty yesrs ssw the estebllishment of the Confederacy
of Delos =nd its conversion into an ‘thenien emplire. By 454, when
the tressury of the lesgue wes moved from Delos to fthens, the :
lefjue ineluded perhnps 860 eltles, grouped in five divisicns: the
Threolen, Hellespontine, Tonism, Oarlen, snd the insulsr. The
Threelsn distriet renged from Methone in the west to fnos; the
Hellespontine included the Chersomese snd the Oreek olties on the
shores of the rIropontls snd the Bleok Sesn. During this period
Athens unsucoeasfully sttempted to geln control of Threee in the
north »nd Egypt in the south. She eapired Kion, at the mouth of
the Strymon River, in 476, but en attempt et colonlzation wes
thwarted by the Thracian tribes. She slso tried wlithout success
to seise the cliy of Deriseus, on the northern side of the mouth
of the Hebrus River (opposite Alnos which 183 on the south side).
Athens dld secure the sess sround Threoe: in 474, for exemple, she
efptured the lalsnd of Seyros, on the route to western Threee, and
Thesos with 1ts gold mines, off the Threeisn coest wes » member
ef the Lesgus. The Egyptien expeditlion,intended to outflank
Persis, ended in M‘-nuuhr in 466.

The power of Persis thus blocked ’thenisn smbitions in the
south, while the growth of the Odrysisn empire prevented Athenisn
exprnsion %o the north into Threee. kuaurﬂinglr&the middle of
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the century sow 2n importent shift in Athenisn foreign polley.
rericles mnde ’theni=n endesvours to vaer from the north, south,
end neaiggyuf the Mediterrsnesn snd to0 concentrsate in the dlreetion
of the Bleek See which wes now imperilled.
™e imsediste denger wes to the trede-route ltseli. The
Cdrysien empire wes moving towsrds the Fropontis: eentrol of
Eysantium snd Sestos would heve weent gontrol of the trede going
throuzh Both ends of the Sea. Offieisls had been sent to
. Byseatium, smong other oltles, in 4656 to collect the tribute and
:;? to "represent /‘thens' interests, snd speclsl offiecisls, erlled
"garders of the Hellespont™, were stetioned st Sestos to eontrol
it (n\ passing shlp:-' Byzantium governs the exis xggn the Bosporus,
b while Sestos, the "corn-chest of the Ilirseus, gurrds the exit
from the Hellespont. In 447, therefore, Ferlcles personsliy led
sn expedition to the Thrselsn Chersonese; he esteblished = oleruchy
{militery colony) with & thoussnd men, &nd bullt = well sereoss the
Isthmus b:tw-eniiagnan nnﬁJlru ontis, which protected the 1lathmus
sgainst Thrasien inaurutnnl.ﬁ1 0f 81l his expeditions, writea
Fluterch, this one
wes held in most loving remembrence, sinee
i:ﬁgiozgzr:?u selvetlion of the Hellenes who
Perlcles wes determined to protect the trede route from
Greei #8 well =8 berbsrisn encmles. PFrom the Hellespont gorn wes
not cerried direotly %o the rirmeus, sinee thet would heve entrlled
turning the sinister sspe of Sunium st the southern tip of /ttice.
fThil wes o4 £ time when Fericles wea "sdmired snd celebrrted even

5

smongst foreigmers" for heving cireumnevigsted the reloponnesus. 53/ |

J
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Inaterd, the goods of the Hellespont were lrnded st Histieea, on
the northern tlp of Euboer. Prom there they were cerried to the
Haboern Ser snd shipped te Oropus, on the northern shore of 'ttlee,
thenge overlend to /‘thens vie I:lem:unﬂmn...'ﬁg'i The Iubeern revelt in
ii?ﬁkhﬁl erented 2 donger to the Athemien supply route fully es
great a8 the Odrysisn exprmsion. lerieles pruupil& rttroked the
islend with fifty ships mnd five thousend hoplites snd brought 1t
to heel. The islend wes trerted mildly, with but one exeeption.
The citizens of Hiatisem were removed &5 2 body 2nd ‘thenisna
were settled in thelr plsce, beoruse they hrd dored interfere with
Athenlsn shipping. A8 Jlutereh puts it, lerieles trented

them, &and them only, thas ilnexorrbly, bLeacsuse

zgzru:z:.takin en 4tle ahlp esptive snd slein
_derleles® wisdom In regugnising this threst snd dealing with 1t
wes borne oult by /thenion exparience in the rFeloponnesisn wer.
when the Spartens eeptured Deceles in 413, grein hed to be eerried

%;' by sen past Sumium, "t grest cost.” 62/

w In 447, & ecleruchy with twe thoussnd men wss estrblished
flso on the isle of Jemnos, snd flfteen yerrs lster cne of o
thousend men on Imbros: - the islends connending the spprosgh to

% the Hollesgont from the ‘6gesn. DPetween 428 snd 436 lericles
,éf{&h}hronght the Oreek citles of the Blegk les region under the swey
¢§%? of ;thenu.ﬁl In 45%-36, fericles led & "lerge and splendldly

Q?/f equlpped armement™ into the Jlack Ses, where
he effeeted whet the Greek cltles desired,
snd deslt with them humenely, while to thn
nelgheoring netions of Berberisns with their
kings =nd daymests he dlapleyed the megnitude
¢t his forees snd the ferfrless foursge with
which they seiled whlthersoever they plessed

rnd Bbrought the whole ses under thelr own
conirol. 64/
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The Spsrtecld dymesty in the Orimes, whieh wes %o rennin friendly
t¢ Athens for % lesst » century, wes esteblished in 437 with
Athenisn ald, slong with the settlng up of en ‘thenisn aleTunehy

' #t nenrby Uymphseum.  The Spartoeid kingdom of Bosperus hed os

its capltsl Ernticspenm, end leater ineluded Thecodosis, the two
prinelpsl ports-gi-trrde for the Crimesn end Seythlien corn. Por
rtﬂﬂﬂnlﬂ?ﬂﬂlt¢1tll£f regerds s nmysterious, ‘thens wrs unehle to
gein & foothold in Olbis, » key elty on the north western shore;
theé corn hed therefere to move feross the Pleck Jer rnd then elong
the south western shore of the Bleck Ses on Lts way to the Bosporen
atrslte. Athenten coloniste were estrhlished ot Sinope, command-
ing thﬂ:?runtt. a5 well #5 elther mlde of Slnope, ot !strous end
inifﬂl.

-

Athenien wilitsry gontrel ef the corn trade thus wes
complete. To insure her supremeey, Athens forbede sny but ‘thenieon
ships i.6., ships esrrylng grein to Athens, from entering the ®legk
Hes; the prehivition did not stop short of the t¢henien "#llies.” Eﬂf
Byssntium wes the foesl point of the system; gther stetes ecould
buy eorn 8t Byzsntium only by speeinl pernlssion af ithens. Omne

'l_;l-_n;_i.-:E"_

such grant h”?,h‘fﬁ %gsnur!p} for us, in the form of a tresty
dnted 426/8 hé;;;ﬂﬁ’éihiﬂlsi;i Methone, # Megadonien elty which

wis & member of the Athemism Tersue. MNethone underteok o provide
n body of soldiers for s curremt ’thenlen wer in Thrree; in return,
she wea gresnted parm;:aian to buy erch yesr & specified smount of
gorn in Hyzsntlum. Hﬁr eseh purehese, written notiee must be glven
to the Athenisn officlsls st Hyssntium, snd no Methonien shiyp may

proceed peut Bymanslum. 69/ It oen herdly be doubted thet under
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sugh condltions corn wes bought snd sold et procleimed equive=

- leneles: the persistence, for severel centurlies, of the bellef
that the "just price” for corn wes five drechmee per maﬁlnn.?u
in the fsce of whrt sppesrs # seculer rise In prioes, prebebly hed
1¢s roots in sueh proclsimed equivelencles. We sheuld slsc note
gt this point the persistence ¢i e 2:1 rrtio of wheei to barley
priges from the fourth te the second centuries, despite the violent
fluetustiona in the price of grmin' in genersl. The wmodernizing
motion thet = eorn merket, onee esteblished, could heve secured the
seme degree of continulty of supplies snd snything like the ssme
degree of steblliity of priees, epperrs entirely unreslistle.

us corn moves elong & speelfle trede route gurrded by

fthenisn aolfnien snd nevel power, in secordirnge with “thenien
foreign polley. The eorn wes bought 2t the grest emporium of
fentierpeum: Rostovizeff Infers & sort of Ulkos trrde on the perd
of the Oreek lords snd tyrants of thet region, in whieh they scld
both the produets of thelr own feudml estrtes end, to AN even
grecter extent, the gorn purchmsed from the Soythien tribes of the
1n$artur-1 Herodotus reports, not without pmngement, that the
Seythisms grow corn "met for thelr own use but for srle. = In
the middle of the fourth ceantury, the Besporsa kingdom opened
snother emporiun, Theodosis, which beosuse of iis superior herbor
freilities soon supplented sentlcepeum. 74/ These emporis could
not heve in thelr orgenlszetion differed easentirlly from the esrly
Europesn frotorles snd ports of trrde ms we find them estsblished
on the Pepper, Jold, Tooth and Sleve Comnsts of West Africa. From

Pentiespeun, the corn crosscd the Blaek Ser wnd moved elong the
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scuthearn shore %o Hysentium, where scms ol LY weas resold to
verious Oreel ststes. The bulk was shipped %o the greet emporium
of the Flreeus, where two thirds (eccording to 2 fourth gentury
e - e L3R
lew, beé whioh mnbebis existed riresds) hed to be imsedistely
eerried to Athenl.?ﬁ Thet the Treek stotes of the meinlend 414
in feet buy mueh of thelr food in the ’thenisn smporium of Plreeus
is evident from the ilmportenee generrlly eseribed to Pericles?
deeree forbldding the Hegerisns from entering the ?theninn murket -
the lrpedirte curse of the Peloponnesirn Ber. While Thueydides
demonstretes thet this wea move » deliberste proveestion then &n
underlying ceuse, /‘ristephones’ pleture of the sterving Megerien
peesent in the Acherniens cennot hrve been sltogether off the truth.
(fristephenes gives this ra the oruse of the wer in order tc show
what he regerdsd o5 its trivielityl. The 01d Oligerch, #=lsoc ex-
plains the erueirl role of Athenian ser power ln meintsining 1ts
enpire:
For there is nc eity thet does not require to
lmport or export occmmodities; snd this will
be out of 1%8 power uniess it be obedient to
those who heve the mestery of the sen. 76/
ithens' defert by Spertes in the leloponnesisn Wep temporerll y
destroyed her hold over the corn trede. (me of the Instruments of
the Spsrirn strotegy wes, in feet, en attsck on the enemy's supply
route. lgis, besleging ‘thens in 409, sew "vessel sfter vessel
leden with corn resehing Iireeus,” snd decided thet “thens could
not be deferted uniess her corm supply were out off. He therefore
sent the son of the Hysentine proxenos et sSperte to Nyzentliup in
n effort to win over thrt olty »s5 well o3 Crlehedon from "thens. 77/

Thia cecurred siter the Sperten erpture of Degeler - helf wey




chapter 56, prae 28.

petween Oropus snd Athens - hed elosed the lend route from Tuboeg.
The Sprriens also stiempted to out off eorn shipments from FXgypt.
Eventuslly, ‘thens lost her fleet, rnd the wer, in 405.

As soon #3 /Athenisn nevel sapremsey wes regovered efter the
Feloponnesisn wer ln 384, = commerclsl trasty wes ninﬁzd between
Athens #nd Setyrus, the king of the Sosporesn kingdom. Bt the
aéministerad trede ﬁf the fourth ecentury dlffered mneh from thet
of the fifth, &s to the degree of Athenism sontrol. In the fifth
eentury, ‘thens sdministered the trede elmest single-hsndedly
sinee the Mosporsn citles were under her rule. In the fourth
eentury, the rontlie trede wes piminlstered es tresty-trade between
grest powers. Athens ruled the sesa only from the Thrreelrn
Bosporus westwerd, while the now-gpowerful hingian,gr the ﬂiﬂm?}iun
Hosporus meintelned dominernce over the Bleck Sen. The Resporen
kings were ohlefteln trrders whose weelth derived from the corn
trade whiech they eppropristed; ’thens in turn needed the Bosporen
gorn. Jn the arme woy, sfter ‘lexsnder the Grest's desth, when
Egypt under Itolewy ihlledelphus ruled the ‘egern, we find olose
diplomntie reletions between the Bosporus snd Egrpt.nu

Deteils of this rdminlstered trede durlng the relgn of
the arentest of the Rﬁsporwn kings, Teucon [es.J388 te 348 B.0.)
heve been pressrved in the speeghes of Democsthenss. Leucon, "who
gontrols the trade," grsonted priority of lading %o sny merchent

esrrying eorn to Athens end exempled auch merchents from the

customs dues of » thirtieth. €1, 'These rights trrditionslly spplled

te rPentiorpeum, the port of trede for corm. But Leuson slso opened
another emporium »s ‘emesthenes himself eslls it ,n% Theodosle snd

—
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82/
epplied the seme privileges thnrﬁ.""f Thecdesls hed In errlier

times heen em importont emporium before Seythlem lneursions

put #n end to this bher role. Leucon's conguests restored
Theodozle s an enporlum.a’ In return, Athens conferred eolitlszen-
ship on Leucon while exempting him from all eivie obligrtions,

erné erowned him wlth » golden wresth rt the Fanetheneelc festivel,
he innrﬁm giving him these rights rnd honors wes set out in

stone 1n triplieste; one copy wes set up in the Plreeus, one =t
EﬂntlurptugaJ#nﬁ one i the temple of Zeus ot the entrenge to the
Hleek ﬂen.’“fln 347, the yerr following on lLeucon's desth, his
sons Spertceus I1 smd Prerissdes I, who succeeded hilm, sent
emissrries %o 'thens to smnounce thelr friher's derth end thelir
intention fto continue his pocllieles; “thens set up » deeree in thely
henor in the Eirnant {rlso homoring o third brother who dld not

snere In the rule). Irerissdes beoeme the ruler in Ealff:fnnd
g6

~Demosthenes eredlits him with 2 renewsl of the privileges.

While ‘thens wre the most fevored netlon under this trepty

tHE HAD o

ﬁ*tr*da, she 414 not enjoy the seue monopoly thet ss—in the preceding
\

eentury. Thus, » deeree in honor of Lsucon pessed by Aresdis in
369 B.0. suggests thet she, too, received some privilege. Ind in
250, Mytilene, on the lolesnd of Leshes, received permission from
Leucon to buy 100,000 medimns of sorn 8t en export duty of only
1 1/9%; on exports sbove thet =mount, ¢ duty of 1 2/3 was cherged,
in itself & soving of half the normsl export tex. €7/

Xing Leu~on mrde slso gifts of ecorm to ‘thens. Demosthenes
anys thet the gift in 567 wes so lerge thet the sitones { ¢ trakere

like officiel mppointed %o purchese greinm on gu?nrnaﬁntsi sgeount

durlng emergencies) ked n surplus of flfteen telents left for the
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8s
Tressury fiter dlspesing of the grnln.”“j fhis should meern one

of two thingse Hlther the grein wes en eutright glft snd wes
distributed on seo=e senventionsl besis to the eitizenry, the
remsinder being sold for the bensflt oi the trassury, or else
Leuson sold the grein to /thens st muok less them the normel
prige, the fifteen trlents being the difference between the cost
snd the resmsle price. The first slternsilve seenms - in this e¢=se
more lliely. Strsbe, in writing of Theodosia's superiority over
rentlospeum, resrrks thet Leucon once sent 4,100,000 medimns - &
very Llrrge smount - to ‘thens from Thunﬁﬁaia-ei "his wry refer
to the asme or to Faother gift, but 1t need not; 1t mey simply
represent the totrl of 2 jesr's shipments te ‘thens.

Ehu n:tupln af ﬁ;tilanu showa thut thc sdministered Srede

thet "ell the so-eslled commercisel trartinn whlih heve gome down
to us from pre-dellenistic tlmes sre coneerncd not with comercial
sdvanteges, tut with the supply of corn rnd other indlspenserile
eonmodlities, inelnding weterisls for iefence rnd ihlpbulldlnﬁinu
GRdin sapplies were sluost universelly seeured through trertles,
which were gonarslly concerned with the right to buy gvods in &
gertrin port or ports end la obtaining pdventepes In tremsport=tionm:
full or partisl uz::ptian from dues; scfety from selszure; snd
prierity in 1nﬁing - Lets the aundltions of the 'thens-Bosporus
trede.

ithens wes only pertlslly successful in her efforts to
retein gontrel of the western helf of the Jontle route. In 3E7,

a trerty with Dlezomente on the fsis Hinor eonst, grented thrt X
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92
eity permission to bLuy eorm in gertein specified dltlﬂl;d‘j Tut

other fermer dependencles, netekly Bysentium herself, ssserted
thelr independence from tiwe to time by selzing greln ships, sither
expropristing the grein or forcing the ships te pey duty. Thus,
during » Sperten wer wilth ‘thens, iﬁ 287/6, the Spertsn generel,
with eighty ships under his :onmngg yrevented the ships from the
Bleek Ses from salling te ‘ihens. (ne of the first steps tskem
by Fhilip of pageden, ‘lexender's Istner, meking = bid for en
tegesn empire, wes to reroh out for B stranglehold on fthenien
corn supplys Jfecording to Demosthenes, Xing fkillp

geeing thet we heve mors iaported corn than oy

other people in the world . « « went to Threee,

end first celled npon the Hysentlines, who we

his sllies, to join in the wsr sgeinst us. 94
Athens hed Inerersing flgtianltx in keeping Bysentium within her
gpheres of influence. 'i;fﬁiﬂ. she found herself compelled to convoy
ner grein ships becsuse the Byssntines were "egein® forelng them
to put inte Sysentluw end unloed thelr enrge thnru.gi Instrnees
of seigures of egorn ships by Hysentlum, Oalehedon, Gyslieus, thics,
tos, Rhodes, #nd Uscedonir sre regorded between 362 snd S3E « =
Pwe yesrs leter lexender succeeded his father on the throne; =3
scon 58 his grert cempeigns in the enst were lrunched, the eorn
supply of the Wieok Ses wns diverted for the nse of his srmies,
end ‘thenlsn trode wss prectieslly #t =m end. It esn hrrdly be
mere chempe thet over the next yesrs ‘ttier sew her worst fomine
sinege Solonisn times.

Hore then enything else the politierl genlua of Pericles

hed been responsible for the orgenlzsiion of Athenisn eorn trede

with the Bleck Ser. He wes & sester of Hemlpolitik: he wes
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governed by the prinsiple &f Limiting Athenisn polley to the
atteinsble. Contrel of the route to the Bleek Ses snd of the
surrounding eountries wes within the scope of /thenlen power,
hence he sought to channel /thenlsn efforts in thls direction
snd %o restriet them in others. Jluterch, following upon his
deseription of rericles’ expedltion tc the Hlsek Ser, offers

this snelysis of reve insight:

But in other metters he dild not sgcede %o the
veln impulses of the eltizens, nor wrs he swept
sleng with the tide when they were arger, from

& sense of thelr grest power sad good fortune,

o loy hends sgsin on Egypt end molest the replms
of the Kilng (l.e. of rersia) which lny »long the
sere leny Slev were posSsessed plyendy of thet
inordinrte #nd infuspleious pession for Slally
which wes sfterwrrd kindled into fleme by such
oretors =& ‘leibimdes. ‘nd mome there were who
sotuslly dreemed of Tuserny end Oerthege... 27

Bat rericles wans ever trylng tc¢ restrein this

extrevegrnoe of theirs, to lop off thelr

exprnsive meddlescmeness rnd 10 divert the

grentest pert of thelr forces to the gnnrﬂlngh

cnd seenring of whet they elresdy had won. 98/

Thet ke wes right in seeking to confine the

power oi the ithenlsns wit in lesser fGreege

wes smply proved by what o to pres. 99/
perleles, in short, developed the Bleek Ses ¢orn supply e8 on
slternntive to the Egyptisn end the Slellism, which were blocked
by the power of rersis end OSyreouse. Sthens hed mede B tremendous
effort to wrest power over lgypt from rerale 8 few yerrs esrlier.
The ettempt proved shortive snd rlmost ended in totel dissster.

serloles eventuslly resisted sl1 further attempts %o renew the

etteck on Tgypte
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IX.
Athens' Interest in Fgrpt wea prumpind et lerat in pert by
8 desire to tep fgypt's veat grein productlion. Thas, ® Libyrm
gretender to the throne 74-77 of Igypt send & glft of forty thousend
medimng of whest to Athens in 445 B3.C. in the hope of winning her
uuppurt.égg{ Some twenty yesrs later, the Zayptien king m;auin

" pent fthens & lerge guentity n!lglrlix during = £nnlﬁ-. in exehange

for sn slllenee egsinat Persls; it is this gift thet ‘ristophenss
ridiouled heegrnse barley only wes aent, inaterd of wheet. Corn
elearly wes the mesna of persarding 'thens to teke » hend In
Egyptisn-Persien reletiona.

It is aiffioult tu easess the extent to vhich /thens reeelved
grain from Egypt duping' thla ‘period; the evidence 1s Incondunive.
There may hrve heen & trl&kla ai trede bhetween Qreece snd Erypt
from the third ulllnnn%gl until shout the tenth century, whem the
gonvalsions utian&ant tha breeidewn of the NHyeenesm eivilizeticn
stopped 1t sltogether. Trade moved from Fgypt slong the Syrisn
snd Pelestinlen cosst, eliber by lend or ser, then %o Uyprus, mnd
thenge to Jraecge. After » three hundred year lepse 4rede wes
resumed in the seventh gentury moybs hegsnse of incrersed mestery
of the ses, singe !t wes now possible to s=il by ser from Egypl
dlregtly %o Hhodes snd Orets, ond thenee to the (reek settlerments
in Asis ¥inor. 108/ Hiletus took the lesd In this phese of the
trade, which wes anrr%el on exclusively through the port of irsde

of Heucrstis, founded st the emd of the seventh cemtury by the

Zgyptien king Anssis. 104/ There is no mention of ithems in
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conneetion with ¥suoretis In this errly period.

Although most writnriﬁg&f nsaume thet eorn wes cne of the
prineipsl exports from Nrukretls, ¢ llst of lgyptisn exports to
greeos through thet port of trede during the seventh rnd sixth
~ genturles does not mentilon graln-los {n the other hand, Egyptim
myths recerded by Diodorus (em unrelirble souree) sey thet sowe
of the snelent kings of /thens were Egyptisn. One in perticulsr,
irechtheus, "through his reelsl sonneections with Fgypt brought
from there to Athens & greast supply of grein” during ¢ femine snd
thereby begaue klng.lu,

while gift trode of en occrsionel chirscter 18 on record
in the fifth gentury, it is herd to determine how much trrde of
s wore regulsr sert dld ceceur. Certrinly the Persien congquest of
Kgypt wust heve hed some disturbing effect, #nd Mellet, who hes
mede » study of Oreex-Sgyptlen reletlions, believes thet Egypt -n;
not #n importent source of grein for ‘thens in the fifth ecemtury.
on the other hend, & £ifth century AUAAMEm, post, Brechylides,
quoted by /‘thenseus, speris of

vessels fllled with whest (whileh]) bring from

Ygypt, through the shining weves of the see,

the most precious of riches. 109/
However much wheet Athens did or 4id not obtein from Egypt, she
did not control the trade. OSparte eppperenily drow some grein from
Egypt, too since during the leloponnessisan Wer tthens rttncked the
sperten lslend of Cythere {off the southern tip of Leaonie),

where tihe mepchent vessels f{rom Fgypt snd
Lybie sommonly put in. 110/

At the seme time, ithemien laports from Egypt rre indlested im 8ty T

408 B.0. indocldes persucded Cyprus to Xm 1ift its embsrge on graim
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exports to Athems, smd reports thot fourteen izifl sre sabout

to enter the Pirmeus, with more on their way. Since the
consting route from Hgypt to Cyprus naulglel pepuler, perheps
more populer then the direet ses route, we mey rarsonebly
nssume thet this shipment origineted in Hgypt. /thenlisn grain
faports from Egypt seem to have lnorecsed in the late fifth
century, sa ’ndceldes’ speech indigeetes. Thus, Rostovizefl
points to the prevelence of fthenisn influsnces In Neukrstis in
the late €10th snd fourth ecenturles, ®s shown by the pottery snd

113
ecinnge finds. In the middle of the fourth century, the

- Athenlen- gemesq orased = decree in honor of & Beukretis citigen,

Theogenes, & men
Kindly disposed towerd the /thenlen people, who
does whetever good he erm to those whe come to
kim on both publie besiness and privetely. 114/
We mey esaame thet the "publle business” included the purchese of

QUTT e

I111.

The third grest souree of grein - the ilalend of Slelly -
ley just cutside the orbit of Athemien power. The position of
Athens wes tentelizing. The sige of the Sleilirn corm erop is
indlorted by the offer meds Ly Oelo, tyrent of Oyrsouse, to
supply eorn "for the whole Greclsn srmy” for the dursation of
the Fersisn Wer, on condition thet he be mrde commender-in-chlef

elther of the Oreek ermy or of the Sreek fleet. 115/ while there
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is ne positive evidence of Siellien whest exportas to Greece
pefore the fifth century, we esnnot doukt thet there wes, in
fret, signifiesnt trede; the western cclonies sould have Ffiiﬁ/
for thelr lmports from continentsl Greece only in this way.

While the volume of trade during the f1fth acntngglgnnnnt ke
sgeuretely judged, 1t wes of & reguler cherseter. The
reloponnese wes the arin customer.

Athens wrs berred from this sourge by Corinth which set
estride the trade route. Her strrtegle slite, together with her
aalnﬁiggfin the Adrietic grve her dominence over trede with the
westa The Athenisn bresk with Sorinth sbout 460 £t the time
of the expedition to Egypt can heve besn mesnt only ss sn ltteapt
to press for the mestery of 211 oversess sourees of grntn-zég;
Athens first stteocked Corinth indirectly hr_uclllng legine, des-
troying the gomaerce of Megere end bringing Roeotls to heel, so
88 %o gein & footing in the Corimthien Gulf. But ultimetely,
geguring of imports from the west depended upon 2t lemst pertiel
gontrol of the Slelllen end Southern Itslien ports of trede them-
selves. "Nothing less then the suceoess of the Syrecussn expedition
eould heve sghieved 1t". 2 ™ius the /thenisns intervened on
behelf of the Lecontines in thelr loesl wer with Syreouse.

upon the ples of thelr common deseent, but in

reslity %o prevent the exportrtion of Sleiliemn

ecorn to ieloponnese snd to test the possibility

of bringing Sie¢lly inte subjection. 121/
It wes this threst to the feod supplies of the ieloponnese that
brought Athens lnto conflioet with Sperts. The Athenlen pressure

towrrds the Corlathlsn Lsthwus wes elesrly recosnized ss s peril
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to Sperte ond her sllles; Sparts snd Corinth were thus drren
together by the somwn danger. The Peloponnesien Wer wes the

onteoms of the ’thenlem Bla of eontrelling the weslern corm
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Shepter 36. Seeuring corn imports
Why d4id Athens, the site of the first ilmportsnt merket

pisge in history, the fmmwed sgore, herself never become » ploneer
of arrket trade? Why did her extreme dependence on imported grein,
combined with her experience in merket methods not moke her tske
the lemsd In the estrblishment of sn Iinternstionsl corn merket whigh,
on the fsce of it, should heve solved her problem? Indeed, why
did she strike out rsther in the opposite direotion, obstrueting
the Tgrptien ilnitistive of setting up sueh e merket? .ma need not
share &n unhistoriesl prejudlee in favour of market methods to see
the problem of Athenien corn trede In these common sense termsa.

recordlngly, our points of nnquirf should be: To whet
extent did the conditions of the corn trede permit the deve lopment
of norket trodet Or, conversely, how far dld those olroumstenges
déiscourege such ¢ development =nd rnquiru the use of sdministre-
tive methods of trsding in order to ensure the supply of corn®

The Mr. we submit, lay in the geographliesl smd political
8tructure of the regions in whiech supplics »md communicetions were
sltusted. These conditions under whioh militery end politieel
power hed Yo be employed to ensure the fortheoming of the eupplies,
8nd indeed the snfety of the trede routes thenselves, determine
the methods and orgemization of trede.

lne tenths of the matter is comprised in the geogrephioeal
eirecumstrnoes which kept Attiem st sll times keenly snxious for
the provensnce of her deily bresd from overasess, and made her
eventuslly seek out the Blsck 3es, Hgypt ond Sleily, in succession.
The rest msy be sumsmed up in the recognition thet while Athenisn

e - B e e o B
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forelmn polley wes corn polliey, 1% wes never n{fected by commerclel
conslderations or inspired by so-celled trede Interasts. The
reeson for this spperent paradox will be msnifest from & bere out-

iine of the history of the corn trade.

I.

Greeoe #8 # whole lscks peature lend end ‘ttios's soll is
best suited for the srowing of oil snd vine. A% no time sfter the
dolonie orisis did ‘thens relse more themn = frretion of her grein.
Yet grain, supplemented by fresh and dried fish, constlituted the
steple of her dlet. If we were to look for sny one determining
feator in Greek sconomie development, 1t would unguestionsibly be
thet syen's preponderent dependence on imports for her food supply.

Oreek soeiel ond politiesl fthought refleated this unslter-
£ble elroumstsnee. The Grecks never developed ¢ diseipline of
egonomiee heesuse the country could never rely for its food supply
on the merket. Insterd 1t turned o politlesl theory which elmost
te this day has reteined the osst of the mould of the Atheniem
polis. Her ever unsssusged need for an adequete food supply nade
the prineipie of self sufflelency the bmsle postulete of her
gxistenes and thus of her theory of the ldesl stete. Jfutsrky was
to the Greex mind the retionsle of the polis. On this point
Axs Aristotle sgreed with Ileto - they both thought thet the citlzen
population of the polis should consist of farmers. Indeed, from

the histery of ‘thens no other lesson could be drswn.
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Thers is sgrecment fmong seholars of sntiqulty over this
extreme dependence on imports. Rostovizeff ﬁan shown thet ss
inte as the third eentury, this insdequeey wes so proncunced
that not & treee of commercisl rivelry een hﬁ !oﬁnﬂ between the
two greestest grein producers, Baypt snd the Bosporus. OGrundy
insiste thet every Oresek stete, with the possible exeeption of
Theasaly and Zuboes, wes to & grester or lea=zer extent dependent
on imports. . Iurﬁt,lthu euthority on the subjeet, sugpests that
Athen's dependence wes 5o grent thet she esould Blways rbsorb mmy
smount of imports without thelr erusing & frilure of domestie
prices. 2

It is possible to make n grude estimete of the Athenlisn
deficit in grein stuffs. Since statistlierl mecursmey ernnot be
etteined for sntigqulty, the figures esn do no more themn indleste
orders of meagnitude.

tn the populetion of Attlea the c=leulstions of f.%. Gomme
remain suthoritetive. He astimetes the totel peopulstion 431 B.C.
es 315,000; of this totel, 172,000 were eitizens, 28,500 metles,
snd 116,000 slaves. Ulx years leater, after the plsgue, the totel
populetion was 216,000, with 116,000 eitizens. In 3223, Gomme
gatimotes the popuistion as 258,000: 112,000 eitisens, 42,000
metios, and 104,000 Ilﬁ?ﬂl-‘ The populetion of Attles, thereifore,
m&y heve renged between 200,000 snd 300,000, the latter flgure
veing epprosched before the reveges of the plague In the bezinning
of the leloponnesisn War.

Qur aﬁlf informetion on Athenien domestie prodnetion snd

imports is for the lete fourth eentury. An Xleuslsn inseription
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of 329 B.0. regords Attie produgtion at 568,860 medinns. But of
this tot=l, only 26,500 medimns were wheet, the rest berley, @

: b
rotic of less them one to ten. While this probebly wes &

femine yesr, Comme estimrtes the meximum possible produetion =t
410,000 wedimns, & fod st 450,000. Y Agcepting Beloch'e
estimete of on svernze per cepite consunmption of six medimms, B
maximam of 76,000 people could be supported from the domestloe
produetion. With & populstion renge of twe to three hundred
thonsend, minimum importe of one to one and one-half million
medlmns would be reguired, or two to three times the ﬂnmalti-.prn-
dnetion. Donestle produetlon, must have been insuffieient even
to feed the agrerisn populetlion; Ja 170 B.C., when the populet ion
of Atties wes probebly much smeller them in the claasigsl ers,
Athenlen smbesasdors st Rome clelm thet i‘thens "feeds even the
hasbendmen with imported sorm.” :

The dependence on luports wes even grester them this
stetistienl guess would indloste. While the populetion &3 8 whole

depended on lmports for & large proportion of its feod, the

oitisenry depended on imports slmost eatirely. Our figures re-
ferred to the totel of whest smd barley. But berley wes conslidered
fit only for slaves snd metics; & citisen would est barley only

1f he were very poor or 1f{ famine conditions preveilsd. Aristophenes,
sneers &t the demcerstie greln dlstributions, remindlng bis rudienes

thet the gift of five medlmms in 424 B.C. wes mere barley. Y &
specker ln the Deinosophlsts sajs:

We heve no interest in berley since the town is
full of whesat breed. 10/

While whesat wes considered the eitizena" steple, it constitoted
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ne more then one-tenth of the demestie fthenian eorop -_cnough to
feed perheps elght or nine thousend eltizena. Inpnrtu_thnl quite
generslly mesnt whest laports. & 1lsrge proportion of the slrves
could probsbly be fed by domestie berley; the oitisens depended
nntiral} on imports. L 3uch was mostly the cese; seeording to
Heum Jesny's resesrch on sneient sgrieulture, whest "dominated
the intermationel grain trade of the glssaierl ere slmost to the
excelusion of the others." =

gur estimete of the extent of Athens' dependence on imports
is nunfl#und by & speeah of Demosthenss, in whish he observes that
400,000 medimnl of whest had beem impcried from the lontus 1n-558,
and that the imﬁnr’u from "there" genmerslly equel Athens' totsl
jmports from all other anur.un.lﬂ The figure, he seld, could be
verified by ahinkiﬁg the books of the Inspectors mt the emporium.
whis would smount to totsl wheet imports of only 800,000 medlims
for thet yesr. But Rocevelov, » Russisn philologlst, insists thet
s study of the syntsx of Demosthones' phruse shows conelusively
that auaigua wedimnl were meent »s coming from the Bosporus, not
ﬁﬁﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ.“"j He srgues that this lstter figure referred only %o,
¥pntlespeum, "the home port", not also to Theodoals from which
once mzain thet smount wes shipped. Mgeepting these flgures, we
get totel lmports of 1,600,000 medimns. Ineluding the home eorop
this would smount to ®bout 2,000,000 medimns - the probeble yesrly
reguirensnt.

There is no need to stress the point further. There is
widesprend sgreement to-dry thst corm supply dominrted Athenisn

forelsn poliey. fOrandy bluntly ssserts thet forslgn poliey wWas
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16/ 16/
food poliey. 50 does Glots. Frencotte observes that

"1le premiere @es questions economignes pour les Grees etelt eelle
17

du peine."

tnly three instsnees come to mind of greet powers which
lergely imported thelr food supply: the elty strtes of ‘fthens end
Home in sntiguity, =nd Britein, spproximetely sinee 1770.

¥ree trede Englend represents the elesale instenee of
relirmee for food on & world morket. She virtuelly destroyed her
domestle sgriculture s#fter 1646 in the neme of the doetrine of
comparative costs. Fer half » eentury her weslth snd power ejpperently
Justified her sinegstion of selfe-sufficlency. But since World Wer
I 1% hi»s begone ineressingly evident thet the suoccessful funetioning
of the world merket itself depended on Britein's fineneiel,
militery or politiesl eontrol of the orgeniszation of world tresde.
Having loat thet eontrel, Britein finds herself dependent on the
troecherous wechsnlsm of 8n unregulated world merket. #An lnercese
in rew msterisl prices due to srmements end stoekpiling threstens
the stebllity of her whole egonomy. She ls At present trying to
free herself from such #& dependence through long=term berter
sgreements, eunurronocy control, lieensing srrengements and cther in-
gtruments of smdministered treode.

The Romen Empire sdopted the other slternsative. Rether
then rely on the "world corn merket" which hed been easteblished in
the lete fourth eentury in the esstern Kedlterrsmesm, Rome smeshed

this merket snd brought the chief greln produecers under her direat
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eontrol. Slelly was conguered first in the third eentury, snd
throughout Romen history remained her "storshouse.” In the yesr
6 AeDe, the emperor mssumed the responsibility for feeding the
elty of Rome; he filled this obligstion sbly, through the tributes
levied in kind on the provinces. Besldes Sieily, Josephus tells
us thet Egypt sent snough corn to feed Rome for four months and
18
Afrios enough for eight months; this prnhaiiy smounted to
£,900,000 end 5,600,000 med luni respeetively. Sinoe the
emperor's responsibilities extended for beyond the feeding of the
e¢lty of Rome, = the ermy end the imperiel household slso had to
e fed, methods of pdministered treade were employed. Rostovizeff
when listing what he deeme to be proof of extensive gepitalintie
potivity in the Homen Empire, 13 foreed to sdmit the primeeoy of
sdmlnistered trade: _
It must be ndmitted. . « thet the largest consumer
wrs the imperisl ennone 2nd thet mest of the
merchents, who fréguently were #t the asme time
shipowners end owners of storehouses, worked on
behelf of the emperor, thet is te sey, on behalf
of the populntlion of the eity of Rome &nd the Arog...
The imperiel snnone wes the chlef moving foree in
the interprovinelrl trede, buying end tremsporting
lerge messes ¢f corm, oil, wine, mest, fisk, lumber,
hides, metrls, smd clothes for the needs of the
ermles or the Rhine, Denube, #nd Euphrates, end
some ol these srtigles for the needs of the espitel. 20/
Athens never sohieved the imperisl splendor of Rome. During
e memorsble helf century she ruled direetly the trede routes and
eontrolled by militery merna the sourees of supply in the Heatern
Sess. When her strategic hold wes lost, she turned to & complex
of edministretive methods te secure her food supply.
But let us bezin 8%t the beglnning.

The Solonie esbargze on the export of corn ia the first
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instence of corn supply being brought within the reeslm of publie
poliay; 1t never left thet pleoe.

One meeting ¢f the Athenlen issembly in enrch pryteny - 8
tenth psrt of the jesr - was eslled the "seversign” tesembly; im
this meeting, sccording to Aristotle,

the people heve to retlfy the eontinusnee cf the

megistrates in offlee, LI they are performing thelr

duiiss properly, tnd %o gonslider the su of corm,

gnd the defence of the couniry.
gorn supply, netlonsrl defence, end the eontinuing supervision of
the mmgistretes, in other words, sre the three subjeets which must
be consldered st lesst cnece daring asch session of the /ssembly.
gorn supyly 1s prominent on » 1ist of subjeets eny prospeetive
stetesnen must mester, seeording to Xenmophon; the others are stete
revenues ond espenditures, wer, home defenee, #nd the silver mines.B2/

ohe Selonic embarge wee mever repesled. Rether 1t wes ve-
inforoed. Legislotien wes designed, 1n s generel way, to drow the
grertest possible mmount of grein to Athens snd to prevent the
movement of greln swey from Athens. fic Athenisn resident wes
permitted to sransport grein snywhere except to Athems; the
tgeversst penslties” were preseribed for vinlati#n.is Vo ses=1lcén
eould be made on eny ship or errgo unless i1t were mpeelifled thet a
return eergo of eorn or gertein other legslly gpeeifled commoditlies
were brousht $o Athens. we mry sssume thet tisber and other
supplies for shipbuillding figured prominently on the 1ist, rlthough
enly eorn is mentioned in the sourees. OSlnee, #5 we heve said
sbove, the petty empores eculd hardly put to ses without the see-
loen, this ragulatian must heve been of grert importrnes.

As mey perheps be inferred from these prRs3rges, the
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organizaiion of corn supply wee sn lnstence of rdminlistered trade.
Tha sneturl treding was done by the chsrecteristie metle trader,
et lesst et the Oreek end. Oreege knew no temksr type of trede
except in time of emergency. Yet the trade rﬁntnn. the terms of
trede - inoluding price, to & considersble extent - the sources
of gocds - sll this wes fixed bj treaties or other dipluﬁﬂtle
arrsngements, end the retusl treding took plece 28 # rule in »
port of trndu. The extent to whieh this trede wes rdministered
is suggested by 2 pessage in ‘ristotle’'s Rhetorie. In speelfying
the matters ¢ stateensn must be converssnt with in order fa
sﬁmlnlntef stete affeirs, he anys thei .

in repgsrd tc food (he) must know whet emount of

expendltare is suffiecient to support the Stete;

whet kind of food is produeed =% home or osn be

imported; end whet exports and impoerts are neecessary,

in ovder that contrrets #nd spreements mey be mede

with those who esn furnish them. (I, 4, 11)

The grest corn producers llsted by Theophrsstus were ‘ssyrie,
Beypt, Lybis, antu:. Threee, end Sleily. But thet wes by the end
of the fourth gentury. In esrlier times the power of Pereie block.d
Athenien reoess teo the Iest, »5 well =8 to Egypt #md Lybkis, in the
south, flthough Athens epperrs to have drswn some ceorn from the
letter; the rise of Syrecuse, in the west, slong with the rivelry
of the reloponnesus, chegked for » long time /thenlsm influenee in
Sieily. Threce #nd the Hlseck Ses rezion - pertieulsarly the Crimesn
hinterlend - thus served as the ghlefl gremery of "fthens in the

classicrl period.

ii.

seisistretus wes the first to extend Atheniesn pover towsrds
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the north efat, Thrage &nd the Bleek S5eér reglion. He reconguered
Sigeum on the southern shore of the entrsce to the Hellespont,
end supported Hiltimdes im cecupying the northern shore, the
Threcisn Chersonese.The ecorn of thils reglon mey heve been peid
for by the bleok-flgured Attle veses end archele Athenlen #old fnd
bronge-work desting from this perioed, which heve been found there
in lerge numbers. The trade wes pade possible by the esteblishuent
of ® "steble eguillbrium” smong the Seythirm tribes st sbout this
tinm.ggf persisn expsnasion inte Zurope during the lsst two deerdes
of the sixth eentury however, must heve cut off this trsde, whieh
wes resumed on » gremd scele immedistely sfter the Persisn defest
at Selsmls.

It seens doubtful whether, before the nn?ahih century,
Greek trede with the Hleek ses reglon wes of sny s¢count. At thet
time = number of Greek coloales, lsrgely under Mllesien rusplees,
were aatshlllhal - firat on the south shore of the Wirex Ses, then
en its north shore. Hot until the fifth century were these brought
under ‘thonisn influenee or contrel.

Up to the middle of the fifth ecentury the products of the
Bleck Jea were not eerried sll the wey by ship to Greece. Through-
out entiguity the poweriul end treechercus currents of the
Hosporus were grestly feered, ®s Llndeed, they sre even todny.
Folyblus' deseription of them hes beeome femous (IV, 4J). This
was particulsrly true before the remerkeble progress in navigetion
fnd shiphuilding whieh resulted from the lersism Wers. 26/ The
aerly senfarers never breved the open ses, if 1t wes possible to

eorst slong the shore; but they were in mortel fesr of turning e
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enpe, preferring to portege thelr tiny boris. oo the esrly

troders evoided turning the cope gumrding thu.Buaporuﬁ. Instesd

of seiling with thelr goods seross the Sen.nf srmors, the
fropontis of the snglents, =md the Derdenelles, lrnds them on

the west ecest of the Bleek ﬁia st Odessos, Mesembris, or ‘pellonia.
#rom here, ih-y hed them esrried overlsnd to the Hebrus Valley,
thenge down the Hebrus River te the est emporium of Minoes { ‘enus)
on the fegerm outlet of the rlﬂrr.aIlr This elty, slthough siturted
in the most berren pert of Thrace, wes one of the w&elthiést in
thet reglun} = oeeupying in regerd to the Bleck Ser trrde 8
position ss stretegie as wss thet of Brinntinu.ﬁzf The rivelry

of Alnos, the port of trade of the lend route, snd of Byszsntlum,
the pnrf of trrde of the ses route willl diselose in concrete terms

the milltery end politiesl conditions of the corm trede.

Bysentium, the Constentinople of our dsys, ran neek 1o neck
with Aines in the {ifth century B.C. in their reee for prin?uy.
settled in the middle of the seventh ecentury, seventeen yesrs nfter
the olty of (slohedon on the opposite side of the streits,
Bysentium remeined, 1like OUsleohedon, sn unimportsent ngrinultural
settlement for the next two centuries. Ohe wea better off them
gnlghedon dnlf beeause of her superlior tiaharieu.t f=lehedon,

#s noted, wes settled somewhet earlier then Nysentium, becosuse
of the grester fertility of her soil; Byzantium's flsheriss were
epperently not utilized until somewhst lster. FHerodotus, writing

in the middle of the fifth century, when Bygesntlum's Srading




Chrpter 36, prge 1 2.

sdventage wes slrendy evident, ridieuled the Oheleedonisns for
thelr blindness in settling on the wrong sife of the siralts.
(IV, 144). But this only proves how unimpertsnt the route from
the Fomtic hed been before. Mor the perfeet loertion of
Bysentium ecould not heve been overlooked, Lf trede hed moved
through the strsits st sll. Sinee the eurrents foree every ship
thet comes from the Bleek Ses to stop there. Certrinly some of
the corn trede did prss through the Hellespont; thus Herodotus
deseribes Xerxes wetobing eorn ships psssing through t;i! '
Hellespont on their way %o ‘egins snd the Feloponnese, and
regorts thet when Miletus exiled its tyremt, Histiseus, he ssiled
%o Bysentlum with ;é' t triremes #nd sel,ed every ship noming_
from the Blsck See. It may be, however, thet Herodotus is
qullty of en snechronism in Zhe this regerd, these events ccevrred
almost seventy=flve yeers before he wrote, end in the moantlime
Bysentium's grestness msy heve become so femed thet he could not
goneelve of sn slternstive route. In sny event, no mention is
nede of Athens recesiving Urimesm corm st thet time.
Bysentium fell before the Perslien sdvence into Zurope in

Ble B.C., =nd the populetion fled to the Bleek 3Sa# port of

Kesembrie; the elty wes burned 33/ rnd wes not resettled until

34 f
its reespture from the FPersiens in lTi:_Jnuring this relrtively

long period Persien influenee end eontrol extended throuzh ell
of Thrace; Alnos rnd the other Oreek eities of the Charsonese
begen issuing coins on the rersisn stenderd. gﬁf firesge must
have been now cut off from her Blsek Ses gorn supply.

479 B.Cs, the yeey of the rPersisen retrect from Furope,
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aerks the heipsht of Aines' glory =nd weslth, whick cen be

treced through her eoins end through the Athenisn tribute liste.
In 480 she beszsn to strike golns on e light Attie standerd; her
tetredrschms, for besuty end workmrnship ere not surprased by
those of sny other GSreek elty. = She wee sssessed e sraual
sribute of twelve talents from 464 to 460 B.C. Bs & member of
the Confedersey of Deles.

But Alnos' weelth end grestness were short-lived; by the
third querter of the f£ifth century, she had been reduced to
poverty end relstive obseurity. Her tribute essessment wes re-
duged to paxaxiy ten trlents between 445 smd 440 B.0. In the
next two yesrs it dropped %o only four tslents; Ainos peid no
tribute whetsoever from 437 annari.a1 In 450 she issnued & pold
goin besring & figure of Hermes on & throne - # type lasued only
three times during the olty's history, eroh » time of serious
erigis. Agoording to A.8. ¥est, the ecoin "was en emphetie wey of
enlling upon thelr petron god to bring eld to his impoverished
proteges.” = #rom this time on, the eity wee In & reduced
aanﬂltlan.an

HBysantium's rise wes #8 meterorle »s wes the fell of Alncs,
In 4b&, the {irst yesr she ®ppe=rs on the tribute llats, she pald
nothing. Pive yesrs lster, she wes essessed four telents 3000
draghmee, which was inerersed %o fifteen telents in 443, elghteen
telents in 4356, #ndé twenty-one telents 43280 drechmee in 425. 40/

The simultenecous deeline of flnes rnd risze of Byzentium
were rooted 1ln & single event: the subatitution of the new sep

route for the trediltionsl lemd route. The impelllng Leetor wes
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the crestion of ® netive Thrseien emplre which wiped out the
overlend route, sithough the Llmprovement in nevigrtion and
shipbullaing must heve contributed %o the prooess. But the
militery event was dominent. Between the yeers 480 =nd 460 B.0.,
Teres, the ohlef of the Odrysisms, s Thraecien tribe, crested &n
empire extending from ‘bders in the legesn to the mouth of the
Denube on the Hleok aan,‘l and inulud}ng ps its subjeets the
Threoien trives, the formidsble Gutnn“ gnd "the other hordes”
sround the Denube bordering on ﬂuythln-‘z mder his suseesusors,
Sitrlkes snd Seuthes, the empire wes consclldeted smd mede into #
great smd weslthy power. In 429, two jesrs sfter Teres' demth,
the *theniens sought sn sllisnge with Sitelkes, end Thueydldes
observed thet his kingdom

wes thas = very powerful kingdom; in revenue and

gensrel prosperity surpassing a1l in Purope between

the lonisn szulf end the Iuxine, #nd Iin numbers and

milltery resouress coming decidedly next to the

deythirna, with whom indeed mo Eurcpesn country efn

berr sompPrisol...

The rise of this empire left the sll-ses route as the only
slternstive snd consequently impoverished Ainos. "The establish-
ment of the Odrysien kingdom athwert the trrsde routes thet
provided the weelth of Alnos would bring esbout its virtusl
:ztinutlan.*ﬁgfluaurdina to Cesson's stndy on the history and
ercheeology of this reglon. Sinee the yslds of the srvage Getree
out off the tremde of ‘pollonls as lote as Strsbo's time, 46/ we
mey essume the seme interferences at thet emrlier dete. The
sroheeologist snd the numiamstist sgresc thet the growth of the

Odrysien empire mede »n end to overlend trede. 5o close wes this
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negstive correlstion thet et the end of the eentury, fround 412 B.O.
Linos enjoyed & temporery r:;urgﬁnac of weelth "such &s she had
not known for thirty yesrs - 88 the result of & struagle for
supremeoy smong Cdrysism prinees. /fter Seuthes' I death, & loenl
prince who hed ruled the territory from the Hebrus River to the
Sem of Nermere wes exiled, snd this territory begrme severed from
the Cdrysien empire. This turn of events once more opened up for
Anos the lend route to the Bleek Jes snd she enjoyed & thirty-year
prosperity whieh wes brought to =m end when the empire wes once
agein gonsolldsated under Uotrn.iﬁf Correspondingly we find
Bygsentlum's tribute reduced in 414 to flfteen tealents from its
high of #lmost twenty-two telents in 4ib6.

The some events which had destreoyed Alnos' trede route elap

eut off Bysentium from the hinterleand. Other Threeiem tribes,

most notebly the /stee, begmn m serles of reids whiech continued
for seversl centurlies. These relids mede settled egrienlture
1ﬂpﬂ531hll;‘i the eity thus wes foreed literslly to the weter's
edge snd by neces2asity had to meke her living from the ses.
Bysentium did not miss her opportunity: slmost overnight, she was
deliverntely ceonverted into =n gmporium. Not the graduel growth
of seonomie forees but & politierl oetrelysm lad to the esteblish-
ment of this treding plece. £ mutilrted deseription of this
trensformetion hes been preserved for us in the peseudo-tristotelisn
geconomlies IXI (1346 b, 13-86), whieh will be discussed below when
weé agonsider the problem of the port of trade.

Bygentium wes recsptured from the Persisms by the Hellenie

fleet under the sommend of the Sperten, Peussnies, In 479, snd the

b
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city wes :n:*atsm'!;t].w«ii-""""r But twe yesrs leter, when rrusenies showed

Ferslen sympethles, he wes expelled from tga entlre sree by em
fthenien fleet under the comnend of Clmon. Feusenies' deelings
with the Jersiesn emperor were ilmperilling the Bleek 3es gorn
Bupplye

The next twenty jesrs sew the estsblishment of the Confedersey
of Deles end i%s ¢onversion into sn ‘thenisn empire. By 454, when
the treesury of the ILesgue wes moved from Delos to Athens, the
lezgue included perheps 260 eltles, grouped in five divisions: the
Threelen, Hellespontine, Ionisn, mﬂm, end the insuler. The
Threeisn dlatriet renged from Hethone in the west to ’lnos; the
Hellespontine lncluded the Chersonese &nd the Oreek eclties on the
uhornl of the Fropontis end the Black Elu.‘a During this period
Athens unsuccesafully sttempted te galn control of Threece in the
north and Egypt In the south. G5he gaghired ¥ion, &t the mouth of
the Strymon Rilver, in 476, but en attempt 2t colonizstion was
thwerted by the Thragisn tribes. She slso trisd without success
to selse the ¢ity of Dorisgus, on the northern side of the mouth
of the Hebrus HRiver fﬂppﬂ#itt-Alnol whieh 1s en the south side).
Athens dld secure the sess eround Thrroe; in 474, for exemple, she
efptured the islend of Seyros, on the route to westernm Threee, and
Theses with ita zold mines, off the Thracisn corst wes p member
of the Lesgue. The Egyptien expedltlion intended to outflenk
rersie, ended in totel disester in 456.

The power of rersie thus blocked ‘themien smbitions in the
south, while the growth of the Odrysisn empire prevented /Athenien

expension to the north inte Threree. Aceordingly the middle of
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the eentury sew en importent shift in Athenien foreion peliey.
Eerleliaﬁggdl Athenlsn andeavours to veer from the nerth, =south,
_and west of the Hediterrsnesn end tc conecentrete in the direetion
¢f the Bleok See which wes now imperilled.

The immediste denger wes to the trede-route itself. The
Gdrysien emplire wes moving towrrds the rropontis: controel of
Bysentium end 5Gestes would heve wernt control of the trrde golng
through both ends of the Ses. DEffieisls had been sent to
Byzentium, smong other eities, in 4856 to ocolleet the tribute and
to 'rtprultnf Athens' lﬁtlr&lﬁl,“54 end spegisl offieisls, eerlled
"warders of the Hellespont", were steotleoned st Sestos to contrel
peseling ships. Byssntlum governs the exit from the Bosporus,
while Sestos, the "eorm-chest of the }irﬁuuu.“gﬁf gurrds the exit
irom the Hellesyent. In 447, therefore, lericles personelly led
on expedition to the Thrscisn Chersonese; he estrblished # gleruchy
{militery colony) with # thousend men, snd built # well seress the
Isthmus hetween Legeen snd Fropentls, whieh protected the isthmus
egainst Threoien lnaurnianl-ﬁT Of #11 his expeditions, writes
Fluterck, this one _

wes held Iln most loving remembrenee, sinege
it groved the selvetion of the Hellenes whe
dwelt there.

Ferioles wns determined to proteet the trade route from
Greeci 8 well 8 berberisn enemies. Prom the Hellsspont ecorn wes
not errried direetly tc the rireeus, sinee thrt wonld heve entelled
turning the sinister gspe of Sunium #t the southerm tip of /ttle=n.

This wes 2t 2 time when Feriecles wes "pdmired snd aelebrested even

[

smongst foreigners" for heving elrcummevigsted the Felopommesus. B3/
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Insterd, the goods ef the Hellespont were lended =% Riﬂtinén, on
the northern tip of HPubcea. From thers they were oerried to the
fuboenn Ses snd shipped to Oropus, on the northern shore of "ttles,
thenee overlend to /thens vis Dan-lnniggf The Eukoeen revelt In
447 thus erested = denger to the Athenisn supply route fully es
grent 88 the Odrysisn exprnsion. Lrerieles prompily rttrcked the
islend with fifty ships and five thousand hoplites =nd brought it
to heel. The islend wes treested mildly, with but one exeeption.
fhe coltlzens of Elitinea were removed s ® body and /themlsns
were settled Ln thelr plmce, begsuse they had dored interfere with
Athenian shipping. As flutereh puts it, rerleles trested

them, &nd them only, thus lnunrnblj, heegniuse

they hed teken an Attle sblp esptive end slein

145 erew. 61/
Jerieles' wisdom in recogulsing this threst end desling with it
wes borme out by Athenisn experience in the relopommesian Wer.
when the Spertsns esptured Degeles in 413, grein hed to be errried
py sen prst Sumiam, "ot grest goste" 68/

In 447, & eleruchy with twe thousend men wes estrblished

also on the isle of lLemnos, snd fiftesen yerrs later one of 2
thousend wen om Imbros: - the islsnds conarnding the sppreseh to
the Hellespont from the fegern. Between 458 =nd 430 Pariuinu
prought the Greek oities of the Bleek See vegion under the swey
of ‘toens. In 437-86, rericles led 8 "large end splendidly
equipped srmement” intc the Blmek See, where

he effected what the Greek olties desired,

end deelt with them humenely, while to the

nelghboring netions of Berboriens with thelx

kings end dyneats he dlspleyed the megnitude

of his forces snd the ferrless QOUrsge with

whigh they seiled whithersoever they plessed

snd brouzht the whole se# under their own
oontrol. Ey :
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The Spertoeld dynesty in the Crimes, which wes to remein friendly
te rthens for st lesst o centnry, wes esteblished in 437 with
fthenlsm aild, =long with the latting.up of en Atheﬁlun cleruvehy
et nenrby Bwnpha-un.sn The Spertoeld kingdom of Bosporus had as
its espitel Pemticspeum, end later included Thecdosia, the two
pringipsl ports-oi-trrde for the Crimeen snd Seythirn corn. TFor
renaons, Rostovigeff regsrds =8 mysterious, Athens wes unshble to
grin 8 foothold in Olbie, ® key eity on the north western shore;
the corn had therefore to move reross the Bleck Ses snd then slong
the south western shore of the Blesck Ses on its wey to the Bosporen
ltrtltnfsﬁ Athenisn colonists were esteblished ot Sinope, cormend-
ing thet route, »s well &s elther side of Sinope, et ‘steous snd
ﬁmiunl.ng

Athenisn militsry econtrocl of the eorn trede thus wes
eomplete. To insure her supremsoy, Athens forbsde sny but tthenieon
ghips i.e., ships esrrying grein to Athens, from entering the Bleek
Ger; the prohibltion did net stop short of the ’thenisn "allies." f!f
Byzentium wes the foosl point of the systemj other strtes could
buy corm at Bygemtium only by speelsl permisalon of Athens. Ome
such grent hes been preserved for us, in the form of a freaty
deted 426/b between Athens end Methone, » Nacedonien elty which
wes & member of the Athenisn Iergue. lethone underteok te provide
e body of soldiers for # ourrent 'thenlen wer ln Thrree; in return,
she wes grsnted permission te¢ buy erch yerr e specified smount of
gorn in Byseatiom. Por esch purehese, written notice must be given
to the ‘theniesn offieisls st Bysentium, snd no Methonlen ship mey

proceed pest Byzentlum. 63/ It esn herdly be doubted thrt under
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sugh copditions eorn wes bought end sold st proclrimed equive-
leéncles; the persistence, for severel centuries, of the belled
that the "just priee” for eorn wes five drechmee per madimn.zg}

in the fsce of whet spperrs & seéculer rlse in priees, probebly hed
its roots in such proclsimed egquivslencles. %e should =lsc note
gt this polnt the persistence of & B:l retic of whezt to berley

prices from the fourth to the second ecenturies, despite the viclent
7y

‘fluetuetiona in the price of grein in general. The modernlizing

notion thet & eorn merket, onee estsblished, ocould heve seoured the
seme degree of continulty of supplies end snything like the seme
degree of stebility of priees, spperrs entirely unreslistie.

Thus corn moves flong # speeifie trsde route gusrded by
‘thenisr colonies snd neval power, in sccordrmee with /thenisn
foreign poliey. The corn wes Lhought et the grest emporium of
rentionpeun; Rostovizeff infers = sort of QOlkos trrde on the prre
of the Greek lords snd $yrents of thet region, in whieh they sold
both the products of thelr own feudal estrtes rnd, to #n even
grecter extent, the gorn purchssed from the Soythlenm $ribes of the
lntnrlar-? Herodotus reports, not without smegement, thet the
Seythisna grow eorn "mot for thelr own use but for sele. = In
the middle of the fourth century, the Bosporsn kingdom opened
snother emporiam, Theodosis, whieh beesruse of 1ts superlor herbor
feeilitles soon supplented ienticepeum. 74/ These emporis gould
not heve in their orgenlgetion differed essentinrlly from the esrly
iuropern fretories end ports of trede ®s we find them estnbllshed
on the repper, Jold, Tooth snd Sleve Comats of West Afries., Prom

sentienpeun, the sorn crossed the Bleek Ser snd moved slong the
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southern shore to Bysentium, where some of it wes resold to
verious Oreex stetes. The bulk wea shipped to the grest emporium
of the Pirseus, where two thirds (secording teo = fourth century
law, but which prn#;bly existed rlrerdy) hed to be immedirtely
crrried to Athens. T™het the Tresk st-tes of the meinlend did
in feet buy mueh of thelr food in the ’‘thenisn emperium of Fireseus
is evident from the importenee generrlly saseribed to Periecles'
deeree forblddlne the Hegerisns from untering_the tthenisn merket -
the immedirte uﬁﬁnn of the Peloponnesirsn Visr. While Thueydides

demonstrrtes thet this wes more # deliberste provoertlon then en
underlying eruse, Aristophsnes' pleture of the starving Uegerien
peearnt in the ‘cherniens ermnot hrve been slteopether off the truth,
fhristaphanna gives thia rs the csuse of the wer in order to show
whet he regerded s 1%s trivislity). The 0ld Oligerch, elsc ex-
pleins the erucirl role of Athenlsn ses power Lln wmeintsining lts
.nmpirnt

For there is no elty thet does not require to

import or export commodities; snd this wlll

be out of its power unless 1t be obedient to

those who heve the mestery of the sesa. 76/

Athens' defert by dperts in the Feloponneslsn Wer temporerill y
destroyed her hold over the corn treade. One of the Instruments of
the Sperten atrotegy wee, in feet, #n stteck on the enemy's supply
route. ‘gls, besieging ‘thens in 409, sew "vessel sfter vessel
laden with corn resching Ilreeus,” snd deolded thet ‘thens could
not be defested uniess her corn supply were eut off. He therefore
sent the son of the Hyszsntine proxenos &t Sperte to Rk:antlnm in
*n effort to win over thet elty #s well s CUorlchedon from Mthens.?7/

This occurred efter the Sparten espture of Deeeles - helf wey
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between ﬁrupﬁa end Athens - hed olosed the lend route from Tubcee.
he Sprriens also ntfemptni 46 out off corn shipments from Egypt.
Eventusily, Athens lost her fleet, spd the wep, 1ln 406.

As soon #s Sthenisn nevel supremecy wes recovered sfter the
feloponnesisn wer in 394, = eoumercinal tresty wres nigg:l between
Athens #nd Setyrus, the king of the Bespormm kingdom. Put the
sdministered trrde of the fourth century differed -nch.!rnn thet
of the fifth, a8 to the degree of Athenlrn anntrhi. In the fifth
n-ntnrj. i4hens edpinistered the trrde slmost sinzle-hendedly
since thﬁ.ﬂﬂﬂpﬂrﬂn.ﬂitiﬂl were unier her rule. In the fourth
-intnrx, the rontle trrde wes siministered s tresty-trrde between
grest powers. Athens ruled the sess only from the Thrrelen
B&upnru- westwerd, while the now-powerful kingdom of the GCimmorian
Bosporus neinteined dominrnee over the Bleok ﬁnn.vg The Rosporen
kings were chieftrin treders whose werlth derived from the eorn
trede which they sppropristed; ‘thens In turn needed the Bosporen
gorn. In the ssrme way, siter ‘lexsnder the Grest's desth, when
Egypt under Itolemy ihlledelphus ruled the Angean,_ngg?inﬂ elose
diplomstie reletions between the Bosporus =nd Egypt.

Detuils of this edministered trrde during the reign of
the greetest of the Bosporen kings, leueon (er.ZBE te 346 B.C.)
heve been preserved in the speeches of Demosthenes. leucon, "who
eontrols the trade," grented priority of leding t0 eny merchent
ezrrying ecrn tﬁ ‘thens rnd exempied such merghents from the
sustoms dues of # thirtieth. §1/ These righis trrditionslly spplied
to rentiespeum, the pﬂrf of tfrie fnr (16} 4 9 But Leuecon ®lso opened

apother emporium #s remosthenes himself u&ila it =t Thuaﬂhsta end
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£2/
spplied the sruwe privileges there. Theodosie hed in esrlier

times been en 1nportent emporium before Seythisn ineursions

put #n end to this her role. ILetcon's conguests restored
Theodosle s &n tmpnrtnu.ggf In return, Athens eonferred elitizen-
ship on Leuecon while exempting him from =11 clvie okligertions,

snd orowned him with » golden wrerth ot the resnetheneeio festivel.
The deoree zivine him these rights rnd honors wes set out in
stone in triplics=te; one copy wes mét up in the Pirseus, one ot
ienticepeun, end one in the temple of Zeus st the entresmee to the
Blrek 3;&.8 In 247, the yerr following on ZLeuecon's derth, his
sons Spertoeus Il snd rrerissdes I, who succeeded him, sent
emissnries to ‘thens to ennounge fhalr frther's derth snd thelir
intention to uanﬁlnun:hil polieles; “thens set up » deeree in thelr
honor in the fllliﬁgg?illﬂ honoring # third brother who did not
shere im the rule). Imerisemdes beosme the ruler in 334/3, snd
Demoathenes eredits him with = renewel of the prlriiegua.gﬂ/

While Athens wes the most frvored netion under this tresty
trede, she dld not enjoy the ssme monopoly thet =8 in the preeeding
eentary. Thus, # deeree In honor of Lencon pessed by Aresdis In
969 Bal. suggests thet she, too, received sowe privilege. /nd in
360, Hytilenme, on the ilslemd of Lesbes, received permission from
Leuecon to buy 100,000 medimns of corm st en export duty of only
1 1/9%; on exports sbove thet emount, ¢ duty of 1 2/2 wes eherrged,
in 1tself a asving of helf the normel export tex. €7/

King Leucon mrde elso gifta of corn to Athene. Dencathenes
#ays thot the glft in D67 wes so lerge thet the sitomes ( » trokrra

like officirl eppointed to purchsse grein on sovermmentrl eocount

during emergencies) hed » surplus of fifteen telents left for the
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88
Trersury «fter disposing of the gr&ln."/ This should mesn one

¢f twe things. Hither the grein wes en outright &1Lt #nd wes
d¢istributed on some cunventionsl besis to the eitizenry, the
remsinder belng sold for the beneflt of the tre=sury, or ¢lse
Leucon sold the grain.tﬂ Athens &t muoh less thsn the normel
prige, the fifteen terlents being the difference between the cost
end the ressls price. The firvst slternstive seems - in this ense
more llcely. Strebo, in writing of Theodosia's superiority over
sentlespeum, remrrks thet Lesgon once sent 2.190.500 medimns - &
very lerge amount - to ‘thens from !haoﬁasin.ai This mey refer
Lo the seme or to fnother glft, but it need not; it maey simply
regresent the totel of 2 year's shipments to ‘thens.

The exsmple of liytilene shows thet the sdministered trrde
betwesn Athens snd the Orimes wss exceptionel. Hesebroek insists
thet "sll the so-cslled comuerelsl tresties which hrve come dcwn
to us from pre-dellenistio times sre concerned not with comerclisl
adventeges, but with the supply of eorm #=nd other indlspennahl;n
ocmmodlties, ineluding meterisls for defence rnd lhlpbuildipg&
Geain supplles were slmost universelly seocured through trestlies,
whioh were generslly concerned with the right o buy gocds in &
eertein port or ports snd in obteining sdventsges in tremsportetion:
full er psrtiel exemption from dues; sefety from selzure; snd
priority in lnalngi = i.e. the conditions of the ‘thens-Bosporus
trede.

Athens wes only pretislly suocessful in her efforts to
reloln control of the western helf of the Jlontle route. In 387,

& tresty with Clozomense on the ‘sies Hinor corst, grented thet wm
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98
elty permission te buy eorm in eertein speciiled niti&s-"’f But

other former dependencies, notsbly Hyzentlum herself, ssserted
their independence from time to tiwe by selging grein ships, either
expropristing the grein or forcing the ships te pey duty. Thus,
during & Sperten wer with ‘thems, in 2687/6, the Sperten generel,
with eighty ships under his commend, prevented the ghips from the
Bleegk Ses from salling to ithana.zgj une of the {lrst steps teken
by ¥hiiip of Keeaden, llexsnder's isther, meking ¢ bid for sa
legeen empire, wea to vesoh out for & streigleheld on ‘themimm
eorn supply. Jecordlng te Demosthenes, King Phillp

gesing thet we heve wore imported corn than sny

other pecple in the world . . . went te Thrage,

end firet celled upon the Hysentines, who were

his sllies, to jein in the wer sgsinst us, 94/
Athens hed inoressing diffieulty in keeping Bygentium within her
sphere of influence. in 360, she found herself compelled to convoy
her grein ships becruse the Bysentines were "egein” foreing them
to put inte HByssntium end unload thelr errge th-:-.gg} Instrnees
of seigures of eorn ships by Bysentium, Oalechedor, Cysiocus, Chios,
tos, Rhodes, #nd Hecedonie sre regorded between &68 smd 338, =
Pwo yenrs later /lexrnder succeeded his fether on the throne; £s
soon =8 his grert cempeigns in the erst ware lrunched, the corn
supply of the Hleok See wns diverted for the use of his srmies,
end Athenlen trede wes preeticelly ot en end. It e®n herdly be
mere chnos thet over the next yeers Attice sew her worsi frmine
sinece Selonlen times.

More then snything else the pelitiesl genlus of FPerleles

hed been responsible for the orgsnigstlon of Athenien corn trede

with the Bleek Ser. He wes » pester of Reslpelitik: he wes
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governed by the prineiple of limiting Athenism polley to the
stteinsble. OControl of the route to the Bleck Ser snd of the
surrounding countries wes within the scope of /thenlsn power,
henee he sought te chennel /thenisn efforts in this direction
snd to restriet them in others. Fluterch, following upon his
deseription of rericles' expedition to the Bleck Oewn, offers

this snelysis of rere insight:

But in other metters he dld not ageede to the
veln impulses of the oltizens, nor wre he swept
slong with the tlde when they were esger, from
8 sense of thelr grest power end good fortune,
to ley nends rgain on Egypt end molest the reslms
of the Klng (l.e. of lersis) whieh 1lay elong the
see. leny rlso were possessed slresdy of thet
inordinete snd insuspleious pession for Sleily
whiech wrs efterwrrd kindled into fleme by such
orstors e /‘leiblsdes. And some there wers who
setunlly dresmed of Tusesny snd Certhege... 37/

But rerieles was ever trylng to reatrein this

extrevegence of theirs, to lop off their

expensive meddlescmeness end to divert the

greetest pert of their forces to the 5urrd1ng

end seeuring of whet they slresdy hed won. 98/

Thet he wes right in seeking to confine the

power of the ‘thenisns within lesser Greege

wes smply proved by what come to pess. 99/
rericles, in short, developed the Bleck Ser gorn supply 28 en
slternstive to the Zgyptisn end the Siellien, which were blocked
by the power of Persie snd Syrecuse. Ithens hed pede » tremendous
effort to wrest pover over Igypt from Fersie & few yerrs esrller.
The ettempt proved shortive snd elmost snded in totsl dissster.

rericles eventurlly reslsted =1l further ettempts to renew the

ettsck on Egypte.
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Ltthens' interest in Egypt wes prompted et leest in prrt by
e desire to tep Zgypt's vest grein production. Thus, £ Libysn
pretender to the throne 74-77 of Hgypt sent & gift of forty thousend
medimns of whent %o Athens in 445 3.C. in the hope of winning her
:uppurtﬁugy Some twenty yeers lester, the Egyptlen king ‘mesis
sent Athens & lerge gquentity of berley during = femine, in exohsnge
fer en sllienes 2zeinst r:rnll;l it is this gift thet ‘ristophenes
ridiouled beeeuse barley only wes sent, inaterd of wheet. Corn
elearly wes the merns of persusding /thens to teke & hand In
Egyptisn-rersism reletions. :

It is diffleult to sssess the extent to which /thens recelved
grein trom Bgypt during this periocd; the evidence 13 Ilncondusive.
There mey heve heen » triekle of trede between fGreecs end Egypt
from the third millennium until sbout the tenth century, when the
gonvulsiona sttendent the breskdown of the Myeenssn eivilizstion
stopped it sltogether. Trede moved from Fgypt along the Syrien
snd Pelestinien eorst, elther by isnd or ser, then %o Oyprus, end
thenge to Grﬂeuc-éggi ifter » three hundred yefr lepse trade wes
resuped in the seventh ecentury meybe beceuse of ineressed nestery
of the ses, since 1t wes now possible to sell by sees from Igypt
direetly to Rhodes end Crete, =nd thenee to the Oreek settlements
in isis Hinor. 108/ Hiletus took the lesd in this phese ol the
trede, which wes gerried on exelusively through the port of trsde
of Deucrstis, founded =t the end of the seventh century by the

Egyptien king Anesis. 104/ There 1s no mentlon of ‘thens in
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connection with Hsuersils in this errly period.
108/

Although most writers rssume thrt gorn wes one of the
prineipel exports from Neakretis, » list of Egyptirn exports to
(ircece through thet port of trede during the seventh end sixth

106/
centuries does not mention grein. On the other hand, Egyptim
myths recorded by Dicdorus {en unrelirble source) sesy thet some
of the rnelent kings of ‘thens were Bgyptisrn. One in perticulsr,
Erechtheus, "through kis recirl cenneetions with ¥gypt brought
from there to Athens ® grest supply of grein® during = femine end

107
thereby beorne king.

While gift trnde uf #n oceeesionel charscter i& on record

in the £ifth century, it is herd tc determine how much trrde of
o more veguler sort d4id oeceur. Certrinly the Fersisn conquest of
Egypt must heve hed some disturbing effeot, snd Hellet, who hes
mede » study of Greek-Bgyptien reletions, belleves thet Egypt was
not sn importent source of grein for ‘thens in the Lifth centu 120
¢n the other hend, ¢ £ifth century /thenirn poet, Beechylldes,
gquoted vy Ffthenseus, sperks of

vessels fllled with whert (whieh) bring from

Egypt, through the shining weves of the !ln,

the most preecicus of riches. 109/
However much wheet /thens didé or d1d net obtsin from Egypt, she
d1d not eontrol the trade. Sparte spperently drew scme grein from
Egypt, too sinoe during the reloponnessisn Wer ‘thens rttecked the
spsrten islemd of Oythers (off the southerm tlp of Leconis),

vhers the merchesnt vessels from Egypt snd
Lybie eommonly put in. 110/

At the seme time, Athemien Lamports from Hgypt ore indiested in
408 B.C. Andoeldes persunded Cyprus to Xm 1ift its emberge on grain
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exports to Athens, end reports that fourteen ;%{ sre nhout
to enter the Plrseuns, with more on their way. Sinece the
consting route from Egypt to Cyprus uaulgzlll populer, perheps
more populsr then the direet ses rounte, we mey ressonsbly
rssume thet this shipment origlnetsd ln Egypt. Athenlen grsin
lmports from Egypt seem to heve lnorefsed In the lete fifth
century, ms 'ndocides' speseh lndlestes. Thus, Rostovizeflf
peints to the prevelence of ‘thenirn influenees in Heukrstis in
the lete f1fth snd fourth centurles, =s shown by the pottery rnd
eoinnge finds-iiaj In the middle of the fourth ecentury, the
Athenien sencte pessed » decree in honor of A Neukretls eltien,
Theozenes, & mbén

'Kindly disposed toward the 'thenlen people, whe

does whetever sood he ¢fon t¢ those whe come to

him on both public business and privetely. 114/
We msy rssume thet the "puklle business™ ingluded the purehese of

=1k ¥ 1 0

I11.

The third gresrt socurce of grein - the islsnd of sSielly -
ley just cutside the orbit of Athenlen power. The position of
Athens wes tontslizing. The sigze of the Sicilien eorn erop is
Indlested by the offer mede by felo, tyrent of Syreouse, to
supply eorn "for the whole OGreciem srmy" for the durstion of
the Fersien Wer, on condltion thet he be mede commsnder-in-chlef
elther oif the Gri&k army or of the Greek fleet. ;;g/ While there
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is no positive evidence of Sleilisn whent exports to Greece
beiore the fifth century, we csnnot doubt that there wes, in
fret, signifiesnt trsde; the western cclonies could have P'igg/
for their imports from econtinentsl Greece only in this way.

while the wolume of trede during the fifth anntnriaifnnot be
necurately jJudged, it wss of s reguler chersecter. The
relopunnese wes the meln customer.

Athens wes brrred from this souree by Corinth whioh sst
raliride the trede route. Her stretexie slite, together with her
eoclonies in the Adristic geve her dominence over trede with the
usnt.&ég/ The Aithenlsn bresk with Corinth sbout 460 2t the time
ef the expedition to Exgypt oen heve been mesnt only 28 sn rttempt
to press for the mestery of £ll oversesrs sources of grnin.iigf
Athene first sttecked Corinth indireetly by selzing ‘egine, des-
troying the commerce of Megere end bringing Boeotif to heel, so
e8 to gein » footing in the Corinthisn Gulf. But ultimetely,
seeurlng of lmports from the west depended upon st lesst psrtiel
eontrol of the Sieilisn snd Southern Itelien ports of trede them-
selves. “Hothing less then the success of the Syrreussn expedition
eould heve sghieved :h'l.-"“..!"gggr Thus the /thenlsas intervenasd on
behelf of the Leontines in thelr loeel wer with Syreocuse.

upen the ples of thelr common deseent, but in

reslity to prevent the exportetion of Sieiliem

eurn to reloponnese and to test the possibility

of bringlng Slelly into subjectien. 121/
It wes this threst to the focd saupplies of the leloponnese that :
brousght Athens Into ecnfliot with Sperte. The Athenlen pressure

towerda the Coriathien isthmus wes clesrly recogniged rs 2 peril
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te Sperte end her rllies; Sperte snd Corinth were thus drrwn
together by the comson denger. The Peloponnesiem Wer wes the

outgome of the MMhenisn elm of econtrolling the western corm

BURpLY .
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