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Yrom the first, trade between Zuropeans and Africans on
the Cuinea Coust developed in the framework of the inmemorial

traiing procedures of the natives in the interior. It was not
L

g0 much a case of mutusl mjuutmant' the two only éhu duropesns

. | ) i !
ad,ju_atsd? The\gutcome wag &n unayen institutional ﬁﬂmﬁ,

leading up to & incisive
Ll Lo ) Cams il ;.
/ 2

h L reports on late seventeenth century

Thorou
Cv ] A
aeeowmberey  convey the imgression of (fateful vegueness in regard

to profit and loss in tike ventures of tue Toygl African Compeny.
BT RY . St A

1ts historian, ¥. 7. Tavies admite maﬁ and pruffars an anthrn-—
Y T Ead o)

pologiwal explanation. "7Then one chilﬁnti on trades with an wuthsr,

Edfmiu. n,"--\._-.(
he writeg, *their values hecuma roughly assimilated, but the pro=

cess takes tima} and it can not be said to rmve been completed in
.b’-'i. A, '-f. }_'136:1 i

rfriea by the end of the seventeenth cent ury." -[-'-\.—gﬂ ile

growth contivnued, the two trading systems mninad apart. In the

next fifty years the Juinea trade spread from Upper Guinea to

Lower GJuinea and M the Calabars: a miscellaneocus bartering
.
woxed intc ¥me substential Gold Trade. If accnuntnncy 1- the measur
[Ny A
titem progress u--i very gradu-

of advance in geonomie organization,
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Davies' petirsssFowres] cpproach to the gap between vest

African and Suropean trading ways ignores +;uren‘2£:—
eAL Loncerne W i -
whieh transcend the eultural field, S’ i -
W rm”"kgwﬂ"!‘-ﬂ Pﬁ&m r:'-—"fldf“ ‘f'. “i "“-1[' ’ﬁ 'A'F éfﬂrh relah 2N
/ Wative trade was an import-

-""_ﬂ\ P'l-tertM 4 ".h. A (fd{q *r,_ﬂ.-&’r. dwa ., m-_
“directed activity of acquiring ataplﬁs a din“;me#,—m&

.‘

raridénts of 4 o
= fr-tﬂ"'-fi'f“Mh wead bHn am

T liuifurapaan tradawt overseas ﬂxpart‘qj,
Jaﬂ P r‘-&-ﬁ#

of waried manumac*unaﬂ’:'rfan‘t‘id on mnn{tary gain,
v u:‘:hm-tﬂ-&iw:fﬁe nati*u” staples were standardiged gocods,
: uanmg-& "in kind" sgainst other ltnplupmm
ERLEPE

Aby status traders whose revenue did not derive from the business

In emergencies,

T,
in hard. The ecarrying, guarding and negotiating was as a Tule
' -..4:&-

K - transacted qt cnravans, w voyaging over lnm;r. dift&nﬂuu.
e L L _
They travelled gometimes directly from one political bedy to the

octher, at times cal'ling at uumi-mnual fairs, wperu they met
.--""" - ;

g 1 A . -"---.:"‘I
with other tradﬂrl. i ha Proenw Y Sy
, R L = oLt .G,; of Jee-tgs L Fpm ‘f.-fd"

¥ 9 P iy F, A n

(g P L W B LR L _}-..". e £ 5 e
S 74 b 4 t}‘ﬁu is déaﬂribud a.l "&ﬂmiﬂiﬂtﬂ!‘ﬂd” ade, 1tu Luropean
¥ ’a‘l .
oo m';i-f" wunterp&rt ahﬁd be deaignatud as "market trading In contrast
-’EFJ’ -!frl ‘:l' ‘Y l e """E _.I' y - ;" ( '-/\}f " f_ {:d e "'.. .-/
o f it was bent, on ma.iing a profit on prices, hence the
-’ ¢ i / O st PP

= L b e TR

m-u-d—#w a monetized nccuuntancy,émz a manifold ai,(faraaf

"“-W.'/'r')-f A :F 1n a single furrunuy. ,r Sy meits A margin ol sales over ;:oktnﬂ_
Yt _A_LLA daemda o frronals,
wWas imperative, since W ‘lfjrade ecould not be carried on at. aKlnuu.

Ll md

BYen ,g;"‘ the acquisition of gold or of slaves were declared its

politically acuroved purpose, W}’ "‘(“j*.»r#-»/ﬂ e — ____l__h__%

P :
adjuatment: Native trading had :thr%&rw interlocking, charac
LR _ ¢
teristies mﬁwﬁw mutiva was the need {or

digtant staples to be aecquired for domestic | 'T‘hil was

conceived as an act of MI}artur M nter?ention of money




(VIIT - new 3) 25/1/63

(2 04)

A

R .
&8 a means of excha o, Fﬂﬂég;nﬂ wnere munuyuhhappenkﬁ to be in

loecal use, these would not have been necessarily current at both

Taiiyy e
ends of thabapnn. Faw raies at which the staples were exchanged

Sof G :
were traditiana%lnnd ae a rule left ﬁgkraﬁm ior bargained prices.
Pt
“‘g@ the nature of things, these rates were determined by the same
ecological, military snd transport factors whiech in the firsti

rlace made for the trading of the staples in question.

A A Borhiad . Dehme M e W e e e
The ol adjusiment had indeed to be borne by the

o,
Luropean side, The absolute requirement of the Royal African Com-

pany's "market trading" with ite inherent accountaney in gold
could noways be fitted into the native system of gainlesus barter
st traditionsl ratee, On the other hand, the Zuropeans could and

up to a nt d d meet the native requirement of bartering *in

kind® 8t a &rau

by a series of practical

e
Only the Slave Trade, reaching ite
height in the “ort of Trade of Whydah, oflered a solution to the

suropean need 1or monetary accounting and a built-in profit mar-

gin.
/ }; ,h.ﬁiﬁ 4 detailed chronology of the Guinea Trade, &8s it proceeded
v "”:'id along the coast would show to the economie historian little or
I"r , ,r.._w = '|. iy,

_g::ﬁi§g in the way of" nn-%mﬁfﬂvrﬂg accountaney. ™here is no dearth
ofﬂfourcen: Farbot's volumes, descriprive of quality and guantity

of the wares that were traded from the northern limit of the Upper
Guinea Coast tntﬁgiayyythernmuut tip of the 7indward Coast invited

regeareh into the records of ihe noyal Afriean Tompany, since Oiti-

o8 would have confidently expected them to of fer indications
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of adjustments in methadu of pricing and cosat accuuntmg.ﬁut in

'Fain... %ﬂﬁﬁ-ﬁimpadaptmknatiﬂ end Huropean standards

of exchanges, while inevitable, lelt an unrsu;lrﬂd and indeed

insoluble residue. joa - P e e native inland trade

- &Mﬂ*w e i?':l. '-‘ﬁm..aatﬁi- ,’f’? Lrad
{Wul ; were in uee, uamatimds Py -—-«- CHL gk -_: ebates . Wiile
Zuropean accountaney, Le-—serve-

P o R By A

P Feddee-pililene-4e one stnndarﬁc&mm&-‘muam&

? ijﬁaﬁu frankly admite that "she ledgers
<}\ surviving from both regions give sn ineco letu and provably mis-
Towties Ly

leading picture of the profits and losges." &.(;;-.—.53«9% ndhigm = aw >

L\.L‘:.L-Jb-s-ﬂpﬁl L e ,_fx.;ﬂi'u*c A En eV
cum"}anted that the practical r@sulta obtained by the tentative

. ad justments of standards "were as dlverse and perplexing ss every-

thing else connected with the African trade.’ ¥
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{45;¢Zﬂﬂi' lThajnnr Cosst" was a cage in point. Native trade hed , produced

Giigicnra here a method of reting and §=ceprespondimg accountancy of besmhr

;1»5 own more advanced than in any cther plaeoe. To gquote Wyndham:! '.‘;'}n
F i M-
| the Yindward rocast the *Iron Par® was -& measaure of value to whieh

' all other goods were related, and the mm trade became known ss

4 5} | *the bar tradew, « jig Thusy when Enurﬁj was on the Gambiay 1 1b, of

a Wiindxs d

/ fringe, 2 1by of gunpowder; # 1 oz, of silver and -J:Eﬂ-hguriflinta
. were ""bars¥. Each speclies of trading gobds had & guantity in it
v which was & bar. The quantity, however, diffared/ not only on

;_varinua parts of the coa!%{'hut even in adjoining places.? [w,ﬁT}

Yo wundar“§EE} “bnraflhad ne relation whatever to Suropean valﬂen'x
fin native tradey even 1f they had "a static nominal value® {T.ﬂﬂ}yff
0f Hm., for the sale of goods to Zuropeans. Dut th:a: more systematic
the valuation in bars was to the native, the magijit made European
accountancy #ITIZGEL. The Royal African Company had to aim at a
Lﬁmr’ f’""'”;""“”w o] coadng ok prifd ol enlakion

gold aocuuntanwrhyhut LEE aatiafiud with using iron bars for a

gtandard, which were not, however, uniformly relsted to gold in

the farinuﬂﬁrﬁgiﬂnu. Furopean trade was ﬁEE=t£#=* foreed inte
the channels of & 1l:1 exchange of staples "in kind", While bar trade

was flourishing by rule of thumb, effective sccountancy was out of

the guestion.



L Davies summed up| prewwantly/\l
G . T P
the Zuinea trade was carried on, nay{ng that it was dominated

- by the natives' ways and nae_dn.f O It al b Sead 41
goode of the natives and the H;urnggM;g...-fémsmber toe

prime requirements of the.d uﬁa_..lﬁng"{lism trading system,

which [0 r—-ﬂ"'ﬁaple for ataple, wi th\ilw,,t; nin/’na a :
e g ] ,If;Tsl,»' Sa
S A,

& _y\ jpmerican trade, was s=wmetery profit and loss scoountancy.,
f"' .29 i o iy oy R - r
j' /\'{ﬂ{:\m"' ¥T'¥ o _ﬂl . ’ .h A Iﬁ#- 3 '
i ‘_.l" g g . i i fpher_ : o 5

)
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g i q;":'he native trade goods were gold, slaves, pepper, ivory,
native cloths snd mlso hides, cattle and millet.
Eurunﬂﬁgf?'}n-ia goods were guns and powder, brandy. iron

: ~ bars, accesionally coppers, Indian and juropsan clotie, used

— gy
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sheeta, hardware, ornaments by weight anﬁﬁurarn.l hund red

diverse items.

'L/ﬁ,fg The native trade goods served in different parts of

the coast as X standardi. Of the Huropean staples gliI.I'r.‘u'l bars were the

ehi ef at{andard. sa-wedl--a8 coppers in the Calabars; cloths ranked
fsut
lunnnd. Juropean trade did4 wot only follow the pattern of native

gtaple trading ml but pver—eand—sbewxey sheYever native and

VLZwad
iuropean standards weew to be relsted, it was seme native standard

rwvxfn.dff Heo
that .%ﬁn Senegal, for instance, ﬁuw
A
goods were rated in hiﬁea, -nf'ulavu in bars of iron, wiiI= bet-
Mg :-‘-"’z L e B ‘Hi:u'.' i e,

ween these two standards a rate existed gf e bar of iren equal
V{@_‘A Sanvim Jf; i : E
to eight hides, again mnative ;uodlﬂdﬁg @ )
Also cowrie shells (Cypraea moneta) by weight or volume

O alas  pative

were & Huropean trade gund ,haerﬂngﬁ&l 4a)standard on the Slave
foast. Cowrie by tale -- one shell wae worth 1/8 of a farthing -=-

CMJL
se—wetl-ay gold duet down to & speck were here as & means of
- é-::..__ra‘._.eaﬂ (et

exchange in the local foud market, Jold was, of cnurse.ﬂa native
also

trade guad serving as a standard/in “““lt“ﬁi ons beyond the

3old Coast, ;

i
it 5 - N L Rl e e e —_

'tnt.ing in iron hars Wwes noT & priﬂ.tegu 01 wOe€ suropeans

and hardly contributed to the solution of theﬁ general problem
=t

of mceountancy. "here the natives, as on the "bar coast"

ef
Tiatwsrte exceptionally employ iron bars &s their only standard,

they expressed the rates of all their staples in bars and those

L il
1 lain the rmt re-
of most 1urupeanml@rh: iay exp ST
i el
ferred to by Davies, t at a—a3 tne ¥indwarc tra.duhs

-r« o e fo= T BN
srofit-and -logs account mﬂ‘-“?\be 4 rawn up\‘




0 .
UL,,% diidish "voyage iron", imcreased their ¢

e of 1.

)

(VIIT - Wew 6) 27/1/63

(2= |
: LR
AuguqilII‘L

ﬂj ﬂheﬂnase of the "Far Comat"

mmm o .
eco gr.kin contraat to pre-

gesulted from a sulturaily
vital feature of e West Afrie ZQ
history in other continents, no éronna Age had kexsp existed in

Ao 5
Africa. Teesiaeed iruqﬁ_ullowad- irectly upon the Neolithie.

Thia contributed to the ol & Furopean iron
!' . _\_;'J_J I::_L_n.‘:.r-i-{" - 4_{1,.5{'— c:nl-iﬂ—
bars M em all along thd Guinea Coast. ¥mgs & stand=

ard of internal trading, Wence tige list of traditiomsl “bar®

er, again, mass exporters of

|-atnl valuation of the 1ruﬂlhnr

L"Ir.ﬁn-b
agg¥ tb secure a profit, wHER possible. As Davies says, "It must

traders at their arrival. The

L l.)-cu'

be explained that, though iron bare played an essential part ¢n

K.G Dowies 23g :
bar were not necessarily or always the uamﬂ. PFT—ﬂﬁﬂi In their

the trade of this region, the bar of accoud}_and the aedusd iron

"invoieces" the R.A.C., valued iron bars at 4n.. with the nativei
i nominal
in Gembia it *hed a static mmmmm} value of Be.* (7, 68); in iﬁg \

| eeturl Fnglish trade ;iha value of sthe bar was generally 6s.,

s e, 2587
though sometd any it wes dropped to 4s, {5+—288), “yndham (68, n.1). -

J_..,-

i even quotes aw of ﬁnrlimm—m I

ﬁf for a proposal to reduce the normal value of the bar mem from
s Spiile r L e - —

5 5. to 3 n{’ﬁﬁnh an extreme "ala:ﬁﬂ%itr“of the shilling wvalue of the

iron standerd only proved how far the Hnmopeammoam Zurcpeans' capsdwml
standards still were from staebility in terms of ga%ﬁ?

"The bar wes not an effective medifum of exchange as the term
was urnderstood in nurupa," Wyndham says. Nor could it serve for account.

M g I sy ,--:"f
ancy, Aﬂnﬂﬂl*-iﬁﬂlﬁti#ﬂ?hﬂintﬂ a very short trip. "In the trade of

the Windward Coast ... the practice was to allow to ownere of hired

«rips a share in the ¥indward cargo." Hence the accounts of
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* bW
ﬁ%ﬂiﬁ( "The ﬁég t an e*fuctive mld m of exchangu as the
. . i Cr’ la‘:‘r‘.]

erm was understood in ThEQpe, " sy ditam say 8 . PR - LTI r
\ ;Y M,mmlr.

windnard

& 8hbare in-

ween 1680 snd 1687 "accounts have been preserved of ninety-five

'1mﬂlwu~fI cargoes, from which the prefit of esch voyage, clear of
. k.G, Poodies, 2347}
.~ ineidental charges, can be caloulated, " (H.—=233) The average >

.l profit was 387, Unfortunately, there is no hint in what -

-,'._.-ﬂ,-.u-e ey

prefit and 1 was accounted in the company 's Freight Rooks,

_ W)y i the position in slave trading ventures was furthar
/hdfﬂ?{f?k) ﬁ ﬂtiated by rei‘hq“ntiuna on the T..\.".'s moncpoly. It was valid
'”Fﬂgmfﬂz only {or the Vest Cﬂzhﬁknf Afriea, not also for tﬁ; third leg of
.&jﬂlg J the voyage, from tha Wnnt Iqﬂias back to ﬁngland. rrufita would be
realized on thﬂ:iii'!h&'gp which would bring to sEnglend the colo-
ninl oroduce T or whieh the slaves had been auctioned in the Vest
i Tndies. ilso the planters paid off thelr debts to the Company only
e lz__th a long delay, their Q%Emgytl "in k;ndﬁmtﬁgggfufp_E{Egin;_igg

\(Est?rn trip of the boat that had made the two-leg tri : Lavi«s ex-

~, plieitly says that so far es the R.A.C. was concerned ;o rofit-and-

g fu;"’_ lose account of any single venture was on record. AlL effortd ofy thne
;;:;: R.A.". to adjust to African etaple trade brought it no nearer

maaﬁtarv EEF&EHPEEG?F

S e ——
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& Thuf:_.-{iu/af the gold trade was accompanied by a natural advance

7 \% ‘\-JW h.ag & gold currenc
(i towards accountaney y amf in u.uq?é_::rj;g gold on the African coast
x_f,. < 8

o
it only had to mpm compare the geodd Gﬂi% of its trade goods with

the weight of the pure gold bartered for them to ascertain the ,
aigg

balance of the deal in terme of profit and loss, Our sources

fepspentdy refer to the iron bar in shillings and  pence as sol
‘ Free ?.’ &ecks &m

on the Gold Moaat. Tven in the absence of miwo ob=-

vious from the size of the markup how much profit was made on the
e bl dossorfrdae ) e d tade, oy
/ Ll et Lo Ghuee W B )

St d aceow T
not be aanfu";uddg’ith the operations with which

t on an unknown coast. The Windwards, similarly

trader reached them cabotege was practiced between

difficulty of trading

between the Buopearn ant theorirl . ’%@ld_tm e was & different-
B TRE™Y

ﬂg;;h;r“" ve amount of gold exported by sea since Herodotos' time

coastal nei gnbours. Hemce

from fenegambia to Carthage and later to South West Europe was very

small compared to the gold that in the seventeenth century the

Lower Guinea Coapst ylelded to the Portuguese , Duten and Lnglish.

Yow, the native gold trede had ite traditional units of weight

such as the eckiex (1/16 of an or.) end the benda (2 oz.). These
were simple fractions - or multiples - of the native ounce (Ihﬁl%

for historvical reasons might vary regionally). Thie left the Suro-

aA & Awfe
pean trader precticsily no alternative but to accept the units of the

native ohr
“were often current over serer=% thousands of

gmemh gold weights whi
5852 e ey
miles on inland caravan routes.. ape&-m.tha.miﬁ—mﬂﬂt-

' tng—-xhnrmeré- sical measures of Mqéer-ﬂnmntvra#nhmwat

-i~-r~.‘.:,~:f___<_'-'\f"f{;'_ __hiderto untbuched by the-white mante -trade.
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speratlenal device. was..
tngw ﬁi’w {m*

{? Hw-::_,-: ".?-tt::'i- e At

b

1‘1@ essential problen ln any harter aitmti::m - hou
th;.s.fm* S ik o G wna A e é.hew?
R & n&ﬁhﬁr éﬁwaffén ~d¢pqnding“mn‘$ha

i

Zhe Wiﬂa,m thn posds tradted,

s HRIMAEE A

oy ﬁ-ﬂ '-h

J.gmmant ah ﬂw units on ‘tah\ems

TRy

ety i

Mbmmwm Sweisht az;

ihe 1 um s‘fw;, i tine

e -xfm,_.ﬁ:r v Chete bototind

nand and the

rluq,m

194xing of the rates' on the other war‘é«»%a wasde hperations,

sinze no trade ocould talkke place unmtil mth“w\m agraed upon,

':EL-'} of

and then no trade could take place %Q&%%
estab

e gommeroial signifisance attaches to the

Lteh T e ) ﬂ?— Lt pS P tffened

e e

d-t’J---wT’

(ﬂ Iighament of the units hxnept that thay forsed the hbasss for

A ‘l I.'.I[._L .hi:a..
the negotiatisn of the :m.t-as. m

wnits and rates were negotisted simultaneousiye.f

- W anicmiar

a5 we ﬂ‘wll a:&. 7

CA|  Sess—passsesw—tron The,account given by Willian
Towerson, one of the first Englishmen to trade cloth for gold

on the Ouinea Coast plasestT , 11lustrat

setablighed In t &

{:5 trade,

Low tho peisass
FoE @l -fe.:.c{ii.x. eff ederi,

A )
/4 ?e / 4
KO units of waight and iﬂ ngth angd the rates Letween Shewm were

At the opening of the first set of nepotiations it

will be 8sen that the Znglish of fered a measure of two sllfs
& J‘;": of cloth for a weight of two angels of gold by sending beth
N’ the Imglish memsure and weight ashors to the Negro 'eaptainet
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3 b:wn problens

—d ok Tt

3 . a
a.'ﬁ"‘EB-I'.-- to #::g& id ev‘flj
on the one hand, and a rate expressed in terme of these unita @&
L, 4 t:,;.a‘
: el MTET T -aewpbeblay on the other. Trade e
A [L,w Ll |
mggumeitomee con be justly described as a l:il exchange. '

units o1 reckoning

‘_r-"_-""' 5
fﬁ'ﬁ@“ﬁx-fr}:ﬂtwi { In the first turnl

A .. they sent & boate aboard ¢f us to showe us that they ‘s
~ had go end they shewed us a pisce about halfe @ : A
: crowne 'mai , and required to know our measurs and our
D waight, that tha;r uight shewe their captalne thereof; R
| | and wee gaye thez & measurs of two elles, and a uaight of o
L\_) two angels® to shew unto him, which they took, Mmeewest @00 -
\'.
\‘_.)'
§ e i
_ Cowerer; acreement was reached at this place. AT
g gnother place nearby the progedure Legén ongce more, tha :
L/*/j" inglishk offering the same rates. It toazss :
S.gift-of tuo W&nmsw&n&mﬂﬂd—fmwfd
at theSpuning of The nerdtiationss i Lk

e T A ;,aﬁ_‘pfm&cmrf& 5%&*#&

T AN yhen the captaine was set, I sent him two slles of cloth

'l - and two Mama, anﬂ g,ﬂa thm unta him, and hee sent

' againe for & ¥Meig of the sams meggurs, and I aent him
a weight of m unga By & wouLd not takeses

1 ay :ﬂhé.h 1 3o
Ar angel, was 1/1C of an ouwnee ‘troy, or 48 grains.

/- | :
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saptain 58 AT ouud “"Ehm and they
sate amms, &nd sent a youf m: aboard of us, which
@l of an «ll, and one fourth
s and he "would have that
et a:r one anzaell and twelve graines.
wosd1les, as I had dons before, for two
wianich he oStasncd noething, but nill :
% WW Mﬁmm“‘“’ﬂ A L P e A SR e A

: ‘Fa:'rm wished to reseive, in alfect,
] cloth i"w zﬂm 7 gﬁl&, whiles the Englis. -
1 2 olla m-,‘s-a’” zraing of gold, 2 g, b
The following da:{ alter further nepotiations, they
asrrecd upon the measure ard the welght, that is the Enplish
aﬁl, nm.i the Berra unit of wuigm of one angel and mlu
essdnid Wher they saws that the boatss were ready to depart
shey same unto them and gave they the welght of owr sngell

m;: h:;lw Eﬂiﬁ&lq se8nd made siznes tmt...t.hay would
taie ree o3

in ﬂ:wtr, pold by might and ﬂlmh h:.t length could be

axchangsd beeause an oguivalsnce was estailished between &
(3. ects ) [ auges aed /2 prario)

| demgth of eloth and a walght of godi,, s tols vése using the
unit of lemeth of the seller of the cletih and the welght unit

of the seller of golds
Hegotisted slmulvansously were tie units of welght and
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leprth on the one hand, and & rate between the units on the

mtimr.,..-aa.;aﬁa%ﬁ% Thens were the Rt

through w‘.h 'E"l the mst of !‘ha trade may bHo understood, The
? f‘rm [

prin i’*h ’%3}5 i{ .,E,ﬁ E&Eﬁe& a*eergtﬁuur & *aultlpl@ of the 1:i

relationship. Ca da “mtu. sailing off the mouth of the Senegal,

operations

wrote in 1455;

In the regions of the dark-.skinred Moors, they don't
empley money. They den't know the use of it, and neither
do the Yegroes. Yet all the trade takes plaee by the
exchange of one thing {or another, -fye—3:3s often two

- ‘mm
for ome ) 3 J:J}L_.

Wore than three and a half senturies after this puzzling
statement was made, the English traveller Clapperton and his
Fopurows caravan found themselves in the Central Sudan short of

subsistenes in the vieinity of Rilma, 48 north of Lake Tuhm:l.
deocrf Wit hreald
The women of the region unable to find &

sufficieney of food and feed, but eventually undertook to of fer
what was ruquimd HEi: "at a 1507 profit,” This passage of Clapper-

ton's Yemoirs led/r—i:he solution ef Ca da Mosto's phrase of trading

'r-u.d‘-f'ﬂ'n.ll.al’_

mf*rhe Tilma women stated the price as 2 1/2:1 of qtﬁa estweEEETed

rEtE5P eet equi?&lﬂnt fa da Wosto heed meant by ztlz.duuhla the ¥
Mdmte. In Hither cué n-pwﬂ-fma—l—lyj ata.ple- were Vex-
U?DNR.-AM? P
changed AM * hut as to the ra.ta at which the exchange
s S 4,.%,1 L ome
took pla € it was at a uimpla multiple of the se equiﬂra}.entA

nemftad by & long stretech of

time pctermet-out—tro EGHtEinE embm—% >
S Lo LR
a—-aamgf/g-mula of

the native Btaple tra-:iling; Tkt e
was

E e d--':,' g J oL, "__'_.'

.f .
Im ne else tha.nﬁgariant of trading at the get equivalent

of 1:l. o a
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T ding atnplu 1;,} “WES thn m un whigh trade
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/{.ﬁ/;a ca ad gnw“ihas ﬁ'/riatn uuf Frum,..tﬁa Tir -t meeting of

—_— Oy YL —
rfrican akg Furop-m on a tropical hal.uh y _c_: board a ship off an
' ¢ Lalreraie L‘—?.S‘ s
unknown coa ctroumestantiad pmudu_&*_l_ aim: at shie onre result;

:"; s

— the 4 of the unite of waig;ﬁa and lengths that are
: Fide , Pa 1 ’5 @
customary with the other w{-.tu:« 'MI § the ceremonial commitment

to the "weight muasuru". In,r frading ¢loth for gold this was

the mreconditiong of &) %

@y
gyﬁuuh a prime caneinnuktr

ol
a.gruem,%_ that, put the *rate of trade®
4 doybt, 7%

'4; _m{fm

smot Btart. And 1f4f}u1neara moving from Yorth Guinea to the

/ﬁﬁd Cogst had ended ;nj beyond the weight of the measure
2 .dedto axﬁhmga 7gt:::mi: ef the nati*ri gaudu for it

*&&%{J

v i [ B : <
/er a.}} avlpn-l-a-s?he ruah of the nlawta tradu “nh:lc:h nnﬁmhmmm:m- Lo
s e } a flqu h:,r the 13:1; quarter nf the seventeentn century created ﬁ
- L
C ™ “new situntian for the uurop-ann tﬂdar which could not be met

Jtir’a.rﬁf:h::a c{n}gﬂr
without & dramatic _ﬂmlmﬂ-lﬂ@ in the t-uhn:lqu" Di trading.#

de; in the t:géﬁ natinstJr E £
r .7, =
by o e .::.’q Wﬁé'ﬁ'm s

H éﬁ) “laves were indiri sible and of high relative walue to the

A ENE B

gm}dn whir:h ]k\hw,r werﬁ traded., Wany diflerent Zuropean commodities

in varying aasjﬂ,_;_:]yﬁts had to be equated to » common standard




(virr - 13} - 28/1/83

{ 929)

_.-“‘Jtiefum they could be rendﬂre},ﬂwent t2 a slave, .um tﬂuf
native side the requirtmunts of fnrfara, clathin nrnamunti.
hardware and a rapidly axpan;iing ;rang& uif cull rs.‘i. needs prompted
. m I an urge towards ever new hurupaa,ﬁ trade go -* which were beyond
a/ the 1ini1:-a of traditional f“amhnd. ¢ k@ ehini ques of monetized
1 -hr_wnw

-
accauntancy gal led ur‘-a. mathuﬂ- of a:!ing that transcended the

f\-

. Shef nar row 'b:mnda ofifnta;:le ﬂ\nr at . exchange;s 50 as to make
= el sy L£ o el Ny
o room ?urﬁaume J’Eﬁ;awanca qf rafitabi lit:,r 1n the cour %a of t.hu g
5 b ',l';_:; F a 19..1:\.?.1
ﬂﬂm“ﬁr@ill dea. 8. 245 ‘“"I“l-.-,i.."-': i Craste—a—nn o ﬂ_
dpeld st d o g 4
!. ﬂui-e/q.tiic e d - ----ﬂlr: with a slave in vaiue and fﬁﬁ“
ne Pt (éataw accountaney go=enter—into-tae
i Ve enad

oi-stere ., Thigys jas the "sorting”, an assortment of warieus staples

whieh adgdd up to the' ra e uf trade of a slave, It first made
p!JJ e v f(__tn.ﬂc.ﬁ)'\fa P ™ ,.!'.'::,
its Apearance with the e pn.naicm of the sleve trade 4= the

¢F\ ;L_ _al,rq.ng;"i-a'-.-i',‘

: ._.ﬂahnrax and very soon s[iresd
o o - .t.rm:lgs_ on_the Guin -ap-the Bu*rtrug
o - o il R \ exporting
®¢---; s o) were carefully selected fo meet the needs and tastes of the slave/
o _.?'A_.J"

unlﬂﬁ_ t.h;Liﬂlu

i Lot
“nadrre "ha r-ﬂz;i ', & eulture trait that could not be i;nurad mmmm
| brmd 2

Eww-r-.ux»-ﬂ it matives” cmnaermﬂﬁ- reiused to accept Zuropean staples

that were not conventionall ecqptud, 1rruapaat1ra of the low

......

x rateas—at—which they were L+ ulutad assortment
. s,

KQ, could not be aold by reducing the price./Cempetitiontw wilely
-
rected fu thu kind-of" staples offered and the V}.’Ity of thﬂw

e VR

ake, hile the king, apart from ﬁ guns ap& powdar rugﬂ.rd: the

i
stoms, tolls and ngu-f?mla mdﬁaﬂry Tevenues to be derived
B 2 A A

‘rom foreign trade as his, cauu}g,ﬂi. the pupulatim ips kuﬂnir on

he qualit:.r anﬁ attra.ntiw::esa of the goods than on anr qthur
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of the #.A.7. by as much as Eﬂ-ﬂtﬂ 307 by the interlopers did not
f\'{ _ WWR.(,J"' : W LR Pﬂ{&a:nﬂhj
Ll" fail to the natives. glighturm wan

however, un :

i s
il Lo

ftwne ¢ *Jai;?w w et and. To Kangocam —c(i /A t}b
mgy generaliza.ti ons ﬁ:ﬁﬂ‘ Tn the ﬂﬁ_r:/fl\ cal

Su-‘mﬂ- A sz el s
chiefﬂ.‘i’uld slavu, that wer in Central Afriean
-‘J{,ﬂﬁ aflas s
glave marts up the river, He held out &&Lw?fnr 13 iron bars aund

{...-f- Qﬁ#ﬂ--‘t-—"‘lu =Y fl\( e
arguad that inland priw rises prevented him from yielding. The

i
N

‘_&r g f-"’r 2 X i ﬂ\_,! r:*
Fing of I‘ahamayﬁwa.a notorious ior his slave raids. His country

produced no trade goods, and had rm athar re mlgr to

':f:,,,i:.z‘
Te was cnrraa;undingly easy to yhuld e T MBS T

AL O O
o»  ebowt the pmim pricefj of his slaves. h&ﬁuumu ingist on the

= M om g
kinggof Ardir Thydah, nnd)m later *_1_: & Yavogan, the repre-
sentative of the Ying of Dahomey, setting the "rates" E;ll ﬁ-_lm

aecuire slaves

§ s, vy e ppan W

\ imported trade goods. While howowes hard ‘hlrgnining of the' ¥ing ie
‘_.1;1_ A -4 .-$ ~ofr_Fg vf "_tu f{_w R‘
credibly evidenced =ow the q-uali—t.yi-ﬁ‘f ‘Eha gnadt"nn whiehn he piakad;

== lf\m,.af-&n.h 7 i
frore 1§ sebesadbagle CIE.!GA‘I'!'IETH priee was stmiueme the issue

between tm king end tiee skipper, Fosman who does not hesitate to

reveal discords between $Hé foreign traders and the kingi of

Aoes »
thydah, meyeT © p_lain}" of "rates in trade", but solely o-fl the
ton c ot olenecds ) M1 ve i

sovereign’' B{prefﬂranc-s ﬁﬁg}the gu:ﬁ?:; oi fered in pay for the miban
i
= i slaves., B&r’hut HMHS denies any priee competition of Luropeany
i - S BT e T N

tradurahand auﬁurta thnt tiae mode of payment - what part cowrie,

what part goods - was the only matter of contenti on betwaen e

. tjﬂf BTl
native snd e {x eigner. mm

-‘Mw} . uig...-‘ 7 P ‘ ..-'.-jfur W
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relntbons-mmlic no mendion-Sfany difficulties

at -z-ggfum&. “inglish and Yrench/
‘\

alikey atrass the pmmh faet that divese rates had to have the

-

king's assent before trade eould start with anyone ut the king

= - Tr
_')ihwf'l‘*.-ﬂ‘ and his chief u“‘iceru.%t{ earliest tlma}rﬁmﬁ X

ad B st
,.rw._, lncal marketd pr-i-eu-a-b;}mg under the control uf the kin;lb officers.

i n-!‘-urtunatﬂl?jm a-::r-—:unta ha're -gome-down to us-whether or not

the-sabes of m:xmﬁrm:-e wm of  contention,dm-the-sie¥s-trade
Perisd, We owmrnot 'is:rut;t. u+ course, that slave priees were offiei-

&3 t*mt("pri'rnte brokers ﬂkmﬁm set
/ poa et Vearfoete ot
oriees, and that the Zuropean tradey goods were sold at tis rvates
-:l\:,"fi ’W ’ /
passed by tha aula in 'rdra, the ?’:lng hlmulf in Thydah, /the
/e - =t )

et anig e e < © Y
local m in tne “ala.l;ars i R g4y re ]_‘ij‘;%‘_[ “prices
e dﬁ,ﬂﬁ -t";.-r.;us Mg,rﬂrﬁ f o) 8 e i o ek,
nna.ngaa.ble&

ally negotiated

) ﬂl.l TEg 8ay

o

were accepted as -
<t o f% ror ".I‘f" oo 4 f“;j — « Cowmuge uﬂaaﬁn nhibited

by the atstomaTy Tule 01 tnoe Imat pr:ﬁﬂuus_ s_hip'a rates being -I-Ei!;;)'
- 1;:1 the epic delav in Calabar was justified by the king's assertion

that the inlon? chiefs had put up the price in view of the large

number of foreign boats in the road. W‘MH
;Ww—“ﬂq. nlave prices were a
metter of high ﬂiPleaG% in Dshomey, and of lengthy negotiations

in the Calabars, butrt’ﬁa “";H at whieh the goods contained in

T

the sortings were we have hardly any information.ons

‘we should assume tha! ekshyrsbe arrangements were made Tor the memo
regording of the actual rates and particulnrlar for the admittanee ol

H.ﬂ-t.-f-ﬁ PP Y AL AR R S eid o Alnaadd, ¢ el .

!‘ ‘pew goods into the Hnrtlng‘i%-ﬁﬂhﬁ meﬂtﬁ% n’ﬁwfﬁm
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el tonslcentialy pnd fwe cannot ha.# nurs whether and to what extent

e et g b

£
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s ! Lot lins
‘\% the *"ratea® of the 1";&::: in the sorting were : emb,jeetﬁ\

&J ghargmning. Vs ;}Wffﬂfﬂﬂﬁf-" Lot ‘j/dfw 07 ’&MJ’

wArpgws GtAae. TaHenr (Jagide .
mﬂmb&mpmr& Tesponsible oy thﬂ..cqntegnriaa by whi ¢h

fﬁn -‘f il

The 014 *estament rugulatan tﬁa cﬂmpen

.y.:" f

{1

-l—-ﬁ"r

e

humen belings were
gation which the temple can claim from edults radaua.g.:ig their
children or parents vowed to tampla serviee (Lev. Eﬂ']l.ﬁachtlga,l
found in Dar Fur (Eastern Sudan) roughly ﬂir.-d.lﬂu,mv;r catngurﬂa for
2 achedule of slave priees. Atkins whi gir&a”g‘. anrting for &

F
¥ lIr ™
womsn sleve at Mbmmsmiwsme Sierrs Leone in 1721, [ Atkivs f.uﬂ,—k}“{
/7 Gold Fars

1 Piece of Plenes P o

7 77 1b, Kettlea ¥ . 26

3 Plecea of Chintz ./ i2

1 Piage of Handkarelﬂ'af stufr 2 |
g The Friqe of & ﬂpﬁa.n Slave 50 s
s gy G0ld bars are deseribed by At]ﬁinu as twisted pleces of gold

LH wire, worth an ackey, or 1,»"16 ounce of gol&%he items listed

as parta of the aurting fﬂmad an ideal, not a physical unit,

# o -.-

The hnz:!tng bil‘ﬁlistiﬂ the cargo irrespective of the menner in

whi ch the various ;‘%:da wore stacked in the hold for aafetg and

Wfsequﬂnae u'fhcalla. “n the other haﬂd the nativee
;f__,.--—"?

Q_;.A}I.Mh
were famllie T, ’mtﬂ. the +eaditiongt goods and rates, many of these
S Lpta f A il
being 1or ssle ot the wesehouses of the companies. *T‘he*s took
284 %5@5’55 M
care to ayold cump‘ti u'}\by not oilering «the same zoods, 8lnce
e r 5\ M’sshu
:EhE? kg;,é'w £rom experience that the mmin peb—ntaotwe of gold and
; q!- A M a ,Jt_.i,‘_‘élt__‘ _;f 5&,;{'{ 11- *-“ﬂ: 7
* ﬂlm:!i_ mrfugﬁuug}} fur all.
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'vj LY s4tions wasprovided;: -2, .. for-example, the ab-

senece of a toof

he sel ler hud to anupenlntu ths hure?he

To Te L
surting tnulﬂf rumnin :lntlnt —}H—-ﬂd—u—ﬂm by some item would

J

e sor fﬂé‘ft%hféi'
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“He continues:

>

,ﬂ- from eight to fifteen and from twenty-five to thirty-five,

i three pass for two; below eight and from therty-five to forty-

F” Tive two pass ior one...

%‘hu deficieney of being u der-age or over-age is here operationally

; L}h&ﬁw i roned out bs.r & simple numerational dﬂicaf
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('Mﬂp{q -:"EJ'%‘

as thgﬁ' ﬁgeviue. Esert+s—inquieitive-spirit and trained aind

\
apiuud-the-viﬂAiF'af*the-éaﬂba. abrus precatoriue, a widell§-spread

leguminous plant ‘bf Africa and Asia, ha& un1iorm and attractive
\ alaso

beuns, bright red Flth g black spot, Jenﬁ;hcalleﬂ 1uc£'a BV &G
J‘L.a Piﬂwwin {J:la_lq r.r_hhf&:' Ga dhe L ..-Lu—-
£ -+  ."medicinal ‘-'-'L—;ixrht " fol

ld we f Dehome
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these latter weighing Ei 1amba each. (In ﬂelgabaurlng asnanti
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nical usg, W wqa‘$muuﬂh4n+h* 3 i &3
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gold F ' an il A E‘r&-ﬁﬂ s
~ 50 <. )

An ounce gold, equal to L makes an ackie 1/16 of i, i.e.,

ﬁﬂ?shéé&iﬁgatzﬁﬁﬁmaﬁ*r-ﬁ shiLLinga. On the Goli Coast, where the

3 legther hﬁg, containing

vl

Buropeans bought gold and paid

PG

ini goods,

the damba weight of the amount of tue gold sold, eventually repre-

i gsunted FEo—tire . LhE iurupmaﬁs still owed "in kindv to the
Lok :
native, In remov;nghtit number of ﬁamh;{ corresponding to the gold
: 5'&&“‘.

lready paid off, the damba thatﬁrumainﬁd in the bag indicated tae
1
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o do ] 'IwL; cousnls 27
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1"‘

9'[:""3'5" C o j : e 3 2
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5, B, |

gilver curreney like Dutch guilders Y orZ Danish rixdallers

bs. b
(ca. &%), kept stable by the Huropeans at . a gold rate, pad
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If the sorting adhered to the native prinﬂiplu ef 1:1
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W vetweun three 2i7 f&rant, groups of faete. First, the early practice
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cergons of authority, such as
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Talgel, added, that the [ *renJ amounted to @n1 ¥y s.'b:.tut nglf of

: 2398 A ARy Batds

the priee of the slave. Aiﬁ?paurd sterling would cost the Juropean

payment was inverbavly in ;,o,;da
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10/~ . Atkins, "a g;;entl&i‘an trom Suffolk, "

who had joined the ship's ¢ omp), eme it aa & sUTgeou, Wes nore €x-
-'licit@_ wrutt' K'“ilis Dak. hat in {:hu glave trade at Cape

Apollonia slaves were rated im *Ju‘nﬂaa" at 4 "ounceas" each.
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" lmwiug 120 per cent on Goods," ‘rm wr:-ta, rthey cost at &

[}2 ium ,ﬂ' poands Sterling” {p. Tff,. ""‘t*at E slaves rated at 4

"ounees! were paid for in goods wﬂtimg only 8 pounds sterling.
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forms us that chickens cost _"a.bnut '?1xpannu a plece, if bought




(¥ITT - 25) 2/2/63
T '_“‘\1

( l’% -;.,,f

for goods, which 18 threeperce prime cost.” (p. 330) {ef. also

Tiosman, D. 5Q;EB} 1—“‘%r-; fiu&_
@m&tiﬂg the amount of customa fuea paid at Taydah, -

#mv remarkg further that the jcustoms -- wh-i-eh were paid in goods =--
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“qual ®210% equal 40 iron bars. This implied a rate of B8, for the
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as "litile short of %300 PyP. 191+ On the Gambia, Governor
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- survey of the ounce trade requires also an account

of ite French variant, authoritatively described\ss a fietitious
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“hen delving into the viecissitudes of the uq;fznny,

&
should not iforget that the Znglish Guinea tra;l never dupartui/

far from the institutional and uparatinna;*{raditinnu of the gold
trade. Apart from a policy change on,}ﬁturlupuri from 1698 to
1712 =~ the ten percenters’ arrnn;pﬁﬁnt -= ites whole history
was comprised in the annals nfﬂ%he Royal Afriean Tompany. Gold
accountancy was not diucanﬁad in Londen and with the inglish
traders the "ounce" iqyuriahlv'unnu$ an ounege 5:1&. 8.y B4,
The Vlnt in the qué; of TLondon was the gunrdian of the validity
of the atundua;iﬁﬂf both gold dust and nuggets turned into bullion,
with no mnrd’than a margin of one shilling either IIY;III;; and dan
Court qg%ﬂ subscribing shareholders in a venture which was ex-
neg i* to pay off in the regular business way, though except kn

e ?ﬁf}gwEE?{?&' 1FW§{QF:t;?Tha treasury could not be called
u;ééltn make uémfa; lnsae::“nnr did it supply bounties per head of
African nlara delivered in the “EaébIgEiI;;:Eﬁirgtdin“ﬂuinney &
Pinney" ventures were transacted freely and in splte of some
machinations and occaslional cnrruptian, the Guinea trnd;yin itse
conservative ruts _’\plaaidly earried on, = :!isciplined by the
inherent rigurf’af husineab 11 fe., Pilraring, bribery and wastage
of the employees' lives and morals ever n?lu&d to plague the

Al

Company. Yet for the economic histo an thu ﬂiaturﬂ was Gmchanging;
the English slave trade rumaimdm true to pattern,
The foreign trade of France and, eminently so, her African

slave trade, was organized on two distinmet levels: the supervieing
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royal mmmpambes compagnies were a sinecure of courtiers, which
mostly #asted only a couple of years, thes to be replaced by an g
other ephemeral compagnie of a eimilar name, but not identieal,
which, however, fared ho better. The compagnie handled &se high-
level administration ;?;1:7311. military and finencial concern: it
wae in charge of the fa‘;tiﬁutinna and- warehouses on the Guinea
Moast; employed the loeal parsonrel; checked claime for govern-
ment bounties after African slaves landed in the French Antilles;

registered with the mewei authorities the merchantmen, i.e.,
= § -‘apun.ﬂ'
slavers, which required s permission of theﬂtautharﬂiu to

leave port. The compagnies' revenue was derived from a tax on the

tonnage of every registered ship engaged in the Guinea trade.
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Its zovernor, managers and other persennel hignly pa 3’&’3}5{
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:ﬂ:xpanaar ,lcanfnmud to the prestige requirememt s of persons ’
#

representing the ¥ing of France. Of the officers on diplomatic
missdon during the century following upon Ducasse's tour of
inspection (1682) we need only recall d'Tlbee, d'Amon, Jean

Doublet, Desmarchais and in a minor capacity the pere Labat

‘ET;{-_:J.“/.’_- A -
and eventually the unfurtunntg‘,g;uerg to illustrate that they were

representatives of the French gnvagnmant. not persons e¢ngaged in
il f
private ventures, A very few l=zge {rms of Nantes, the armateurs,

y
equl pped the privately owned craft whgeh greatly outnumbered the
b 1 1ﬁ w fwa '-'--5;.., ¥ 'l'-;'b""“v"-"’“'-""b- IL&..-_E,:#:
T ' armatawrs /.
compagnie gships. The bitter antagonism of huurge’nig .

) ¢ & ot &

E L et
and ¥®e courtly compagnies W&s agknnntri‘hutnry W"%ha French

‘r?ewa\utian, sayS Ga.gtun-uart].n. P

"]:L_’f ;’WGE{}MW iliupﬁf‘f '{-'5:."{:"

lﬂﬁu briefly return to the year 1704, the date when
the efforts of the French resulted in the declaration eof

oo
neutrality whiech WM-U Thydah as &n international copen
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port. K. G. Davies
Eﬂm the fact that the Inglish and French trading companies
in that year and the next "entered into articles.” In my
version of the story tharaﬁiifa no hint of the drsmatic events that
were soon to take place in the Ying of my&ah'u bamboo palace at
“avl, mccording to Desmarchais, intisﬁ of the treaty that bore

the signatures of the slave trade diplomats must have corréesponded
Thie

ithors closely to that of Davies' unspecifjed "articles.” p.-l- cardinal .

thad
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Point's swewld) be assumed: That anlr pmauts in kind shall be prac-
Lot a,.srwf favdiod G4 a '

ticed; that snﬂingu,TT.. fold of nudihin payment shall

be continued, snd that no payments for slaves shall oe demanded to
LWL, it

be made in ingle good; that an average "mark-up", ai’f‘&nd at the

discretion of the parties over the WJ‘%‘ w

>

&» n’f sortings g,hnll be the re-ognized source quEruﬂt-.
1 .r}rw,-.: ﬁgz_.fv

entioned onlr the puint prufurring

However, the

~o olhang woone tnarsby m
gortings s payment, the 1‘.4—"1 impliecit. ""h& ingliuh S oo+ - =
made no secret of their m preference for ﬂh-’)a_r.uld accountaney

and, when paying"in kind", for)gw ounce trade, amounting to only
WNL !;’J "-:-:_—.__'_____ ............... e
half nee gold. ﬂm Pogre Tl Z?’;’WE s af t}:ﬂ,

, There is nothing to indiecate that the %'rem'ﬁ'ﬁ‘}’ruifaed the

Has  pedai B Mo el hinel hasi promed S
M!l‘ auhjuct with tna"?ing,&l Sty clari .‘.unti.ﬂn on tha /
Eﬁt\ml
French'once” we must fjl back an the case of the French compagnie
ULt :
glaver Dahomet, seme seventy years later, whose ghip's papers Simone

el

Terbain has published for us.
The "onee" +-promvunced-in-Fremch-— was the money of account,

of the Trench slave trade in Whydah, both for slaves and Zuropean
] e
e(nqnca trade was for thﬂm inglish.

goods, just as
L\ﬁ— i ﬂ#-

rut its uparatian}\raa not, ase rith the English, based on the

gold ounce, equa H{M For unlike
)
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E""‘g', i T‘__ the.LnphiehctiTTEINY, the f'rennh;_aﬂ not based on gold mdﬂtha
\-:4 e Lok livre value of the sunce gold was not fixed. The matter msay be p
: ; X ¥ vm  goeds ai Frartronnd, . R
= 0 w\{{; as folleowa: the Fremch, in buying slaves, pudA .
s ~ o :
kil | 3 ¥ tabhmdmMonoat Simone Ferbain, the B ading nistorian of the French
= i ﬁ' ‘I*-.
5 E‘?‘{ ~4 slave trande in “hydah noted that "les transactions reglent aui'rm%
:ﬁi“\; ____,-""--T ﬁ%y g 'ﬂ"'f" % &E
o BF ; aun?uni Le ﬂu compte fintiva gui est L'nnu_j« divisde en 16 livres
1;'.‘[ The booke of thne French EE% Tahomet (1772) revesl tnav am eguivalent
oy A eae
H\ﬁp piE-di-livaed Lo the "once” wes used in the lhip'i@ﬂ day accounts.
N\ *“‘
regarding thu purchase 0I slaves. e L"
The 150,3‘:;“3?1‘;;;& in trade cﬂnfumud to a :Ji:ted ncnunula V’ 1
f. é‘EJ LE A {{‘,'_ "gh_r v.ﬂ-‘l %ﬁa*f&m«. 'rf" ﬁL@ ?{lﬁf"
of prices, a bareme ﬁxe’ ' wHich never changed, ! Gourg saya., '
At ? : =g M’ Z : ans mﬁ e

wabeh~waried-merording-to ﬂw%m

A typlieal entry in the Dahomel's papers for n woman slave

-
s

rated at B “onueu“ runs as follows:

ol o F-]:ﬂn':ﬂf-ﬂﬂh‘m and sorting : Onces
| e — it
Sl w Puuillnnl 1 woman st 8 onces
3 ankers of hra.ndy o
123 ?oundn or auwrtea : } .
at 41 poundg to the"once®
Tt
2 pieces of handkaruhiuf stuff 1
fav-wem‘ﬂ‘ f’H‘e\’-ca b ,mfa.d—ﬁg)
7 8 platilles tfebppi-e oyl b gk
i "fﬁ-- - ;..1"' = ..,,_} B
- ‘#'5_':‘-{5.1 3 5
- ; ; =4 "/; Borpanw s w
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4 L'\.r
j é“ ~¢:%ﬁ Eﬂi-n rapeatad apealfiuat n of 41 lbs Troy };&zht
F- _ -fmn-ut.n.nmhhuqenu..ﬁ to "onge" of oowrie sunting precisely
{',/-ﬂu. 'f‘- i 2= [?-rep—ﬁ_—-rl—k'# s o
=, Jj-" lu"- :‘- .l )‘/}'tﬂ 16 qu:' ﬂD‘l’riﬂ 1 b et

é&ﬂ}.ﬂ'-“%ﬂﬂ;whﬁwq?mﬂh’ﬂmﬂﬁmw " - 2

b=z

2 au#un-ﬁhigiwilhed to avoid any mention of the

Wpd
nslish ounce trade, which, in effect, whe ignored. Thougi its

fegtures are nowhere und summarizad in literature, its basic

elementa are dacumﬂntad bia numbar of independent factual items

J\Jﬁ,‘ "L Abe,
of avidsnca,_ﬂueh an thﬂ mnrk
F
L4 for an ounce of zold; the cowrlg

of iron bars; the equivalent of
value of an ounce gold at

32,007 and of an ounce trade at 16,078 in popular termas, that
payment was made for slaves at half prieegimply by "paying
'¢n kind!' with go}ds marked up at s medium of

.-_";’;’ﬁ }Muru was not un@n—lii; Hences

the absence of any reference to the, gold

value of the livre tournocie, i.e., the French livre in France, as

wall as to the value of the ounce gold in whatever u 1tu.
57 G f, M{"

second, Simone Ferbain's study was ra-#frutﬂqhtn t & slave

trade in “hydah, Under the French compagnies, tie profit and loss
ecoounts would have to ineclude the accountancy of sales in the
Trench Antilles, under French sovereignty, where the profit was

realizudfbut the Tictitious @nit of the "once" did not exist.

where, as in two instances, profits nf 150 and 250 per qut are
;‘ . by g '--Ii"» 1-,,]'1._ \ :I:.“,{ Lol s .l“ i
mentioned by berbain, this is not haﬂtﬂd*ﬂu“hfhany accountaney.

we have pninted?gaﬁ:&hs gelf-imposed semt—potitical 1limi-
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tion of these two variants of the livre was permigsible, although
in practice the difference between them would have been fluctuating
within & dufiéz; range.,
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to the Inglish than to the French model waes developed by the Denes.
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Tsert's instances of sortings and cargoes point the other way:
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