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4 Russlan novel about an laventor and an American sociclogical

Iriy

study of its middle elass "wiaich has left home" would nel on Lhe
faee of it, be likely te have a szreat deal in cozmmon. The wide gulfa
of separate life pattsrns and valuss, interest and responss would,

one might puess, portray the landsecapes of twc separate planste.

Lany different questions ars raised in both volumes, but it
may be however, Thalt they share ons cuestion in commen, and ELhati

ia ths possibility of uvltimate freedom in an industrial scciety,

Lot 3y Bread Alepe™ is a recent Hussian novel of an inventor!s

e

hercualean struggle with the siate bureawcracy to have adopted his
supericr invention for cast-iron pipe. In the seven year epic which
ensu2s, Lopatkin, the inventor is vilified, sublected to inbrigue,
part of his inmvention stelen, offered bribes and imprisoned. The
preztipe and vested interests of The stale zonopoly in charge of
iren pipe, and of Avdiyev its chief, wculd e bhreatened by suck an
outsider's idnvention and %his is the bsais of the strugzle., In tha
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end, k2 wina“hrough with bthe aid of a few frisnds and ancther

sympaltietic statz monopely.

R T e e e e o e A e el e

“Not By Drsad slone, WYladimir oudintsev, Traps by Dr. Zdith
Bore, Hutchinscn of Leandon.

g L Y T T T g T 8 s ] o e e, i L




g L &) . - - -
The Organization Man® deseribes the chniIorasent Orzanization

which in sckool, corperaticn, research lab and hospital (aps

infermally ir suburbiz) welsgh heavily on the wmiddle-class American
L
at eachk iuwrn and decision of nis lifs. Horeover Sk

i process is

accompanied by a "acoial =sbhie®, that "rationalizes the orpaaizasion's
& 1 &3

demands for fealty ani gives those wheo offar it wheole heartedly a

dens=z of dedication in doilng sol.

=

The intelleectual roots of the social ehhic are deep, beginuing
Wwith Lha education of the ehild through seaoel and college, through
Lis place of work, leisure, literature, and the communities where

ke lives,

Madinteev's hero Lopetkin is reminiscent of & biblical Tizure

n kis selflosas dedication, his humanity and devotien to the task

A

of earryiag a "lighted torch! Lnto the darkness. He isg = "stone-hard
fulfiller of a duty", - Lo hand ovar "what had te %e handed overh.
Galitski, the party man, whao ultizately arranges for his own
¥4
collectivehbuild Lopatkin's machine says "“voa aak wiry I tock up

your case? Heeause you did everything that one man eould def,

bt aR iy o

"I don%t say that we havs got communisn vet®, 4= maiantains,
"but I would like to have it now, net ia eorder to gat things for
ryself, but in erder that I might give without being prevanted’.
OF his fellow gen He peys, T wiil look for kindnsss and fidelity

in Lhenm to the endh,
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“Ihg Crgenigation Mar, by William E. Wayte dr., Simon and Schuster
Few York, 1956,
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"£11 mormal people are born wilith creative impulses" he
mainiairs. Alsoc, those lighted torches Yeannot be carried away
&} 3 e L] I _‘\_.31.:'.-._5"";‘.5 e a8 ay Wi
to deserts or Lo caves Llhey are inextinsguizhable! they will

zo on burnding and make psople gladli!

Lopatkin holés that "Human 2sings consist of two parts:
the phwsical shell, whieh disappears, and the work of creation

whiech can live on Tor aever.!

Ea talls znether supporter who brings him drawiag paper
fyeorn ars piving me rmoere than life... In ordar to star aliva, one
needs bread. But howevar hungry I might be, I should always ke

r=ady te exchangme my bread for a spark of belief".

Lopatkin is 'everyman! for she subhor, for his friend
Arakhoevakil tells hin "Bvery man is zn iaventoer, who iz creatlng

eomathing new in his own sphere. Ioveusors carn De anywhHETE. «o ',

Iy ome of hiz few momants of doubt Lopatkin meditates on
gontinuing his project and foeusses his atrugpgle on his ¥individualismM:
"Why nebt go back to school-mastering ia scme cosy corner and be a
normal human being, like these obher peeople, sitiing on the benches.

T

Throw all the correspondsnee, all the drawings, all & i

taie Tindividualizm!

into the firel... What 'is it tLhat prevents me?!

Curicusly enough, #hyte sums up his own view of the central
izsue of his book 1n the same word "individualism" by which he

neans "follawing ona's destiny ag cne's own consclenece directs'.




He elaborates as follows:

"Te copirol one's destiny and acbt be econtrollsd by it; to
ipow whieh way Lue path will fork and %o maké the turning oness=1f;
to have som2 index of achievement that no one ean dispvuze - comerete
and tangzible for all to gee, not depaandent on the atbtitudes of
others. It is an irdepsndence he will naver have in full measure

el

but ke must forever sesk it.

1t 18 not a guestion of teaching how M"to shake kands with
ether psople; society will attend to this lesson. They have to

be taught to reach®.

The portrait eof wman common to boih autkors, it seems, is
Lhabk of a e¢restive icdpendent ereature who fulfills his destiny

by followling the dictates of his dueser consciencs.




There is an immoveable pondercus ¢bstruetien to this
sglf-realization of the individual's inacsr demands, which forms

the baeckdrop of the society in which he lives,

Dudintsevy's desigraticn of these who obstruct him is as
follows: "It's a moneopely. Thsy dec nmot allew any lsaps forward,
only a gradual, scarcely psroeptible ascend. And they strike at
everyone who thinks differently". Moreover "they zpin cocoons for
themselves®. Hlsswkere cne of their numbsr Shutikew, the depuby-
minister, says "they built themselves a sort ef Scythian fertress,
sﬁfrhpnd@d by a4 wall, divided the dulies up between themselves, and
now livs acegrding Lo Malthns, Ligiting [resh pirths, The fortress
may not be.?isibla, put all ths same it existsl" He dindicates that
"Alene, you cannnot get even the most idezl projeet through®.
Fuarther, -"the scientists... are an lesberg that has sunk many a
Titanig®™. Thase are the "lfortress-dwellers", the "invisible empire
of burezucracy" and teo its mesbers amd it gives net fulfilimant,
but if one were to "leok iatoc ils seul, one would find a2 Loundlessz
solitude whistling threugh it liksithe wind over the open stezmpe.”

=
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Yhyte descrises Lhe/vrganizalicnal)environment #op the

Ameprican middle-class as & "dehumnanizged colleetive’, a "sureau-
eratizatior of society', an Yorganiration 1ife' where "most cf the
deeizions thar affeect one's destiny are made by cthera, and Lhat

enly rarely will one hkave the oprortunify to wrest control inteo
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_his ocwn handsz?. It appears that "The zroup is a jealows masber...

and the better integrated with it & member becowes the less free

Lhe iz to express himaelfl in other ways".

Both envirvaments woeuld seem bu reject individusl creative
centributions. Drozdoy, the sslf-seeking buresteratin iﬂeaiague
in Dudintsev!'s newel ealls them:r "the primitive passicns bhat
jolt the economie routineM. "Ioua are a trealy tragie figure", he
tells iLeopstkin... enbedying... a wholz epoch, which by now 1is

irretrievably rast and gome®. "We can do without your invention',

genuine, a great discovery.a..

Drozdevy tells him, M"sven if it is a
without suffering any losa, bscause of our accurate caleulations
and thke planniag which ensures a steady advaneel. It anpszars thai

"eollectlve research alweys leads to Lthe guickest and best suvlution

ef any probism,. The collective i:s guperior to any ipdividpal

dhyte points te an idenbtical attitude in America: MAmeng
Amepricans there is teoday a widsspread conviction that seience has
evelved te a polnt where the lone man engaged 1n fundamental Loguiry

is anachreonistie™. He also tella us that "there is an overriding
feith that we are on the brink of superseding discevsryf, and that
there is a bklief that "science has proved the group is superior

to the individual¥®.

Heverlheless, in spite of this belisf, in Budintsev's novel,
the seientists and buresucrats Pare still riding alocag en the

teehnival metheds of the day befors yesterday®, and it is Lopatkin's
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